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PREFACE. 


C^HE  followmg  Sermcm,  as  to  tie  fuhfiance^  (Jar  m^  vf 
-^  them  art  ccmfiJerMy  abrul^ed)^  were  Reached  to  a 
puUk  €md  numerous  affinAly,  And  therefore  an  accurate  and 
luteal  difcuffim  of  the  feveral  ft^e&s  was  not  aimed  at* 
They  are  rather  popular  difcourfesf  in  which  the  Author ^ 
though  he  wj/hed  not  to  treat  the  politer  part  of  his  auditory 
with  SfrefpeSy  thought  it  lUewJ/e  his  duty  fo  to  adapt  his 
manner  to  tie  occqfion,  as  to  he  inteUigibU  to  perfons  of  weak 
capacities  f  and  in  the  lower  rants  of  life^  He  conceives  him' 
felfto  he  a  debtor  to  every  clafs  of  his  hearers f  and  that  he 
ought  to  endaavour  to  pleafe  all  meUf  with  a  view  to  their 
creation ;  hutf  farther  than  this%  not  to  be  greatly  affededt 
either  by  their  approbation  or  by  their  cestfure. 

Many  of  the  fubjeds  are  fo  nearly  coincident^  that  repeti* 
iions  could  not  be  always  avoided^  without  the  appearance  of 
qffeSation^  Befides^  cu  it  may  be  expededf  that  in  a  large 
congregation  there  are  always  fame  perfons  prefentfor  the  fiift 
time  ;  with  refpeSl  to  thefe^  an  obfervation  may  be  new,  though^ 
per  haps  f  the  more  Jlated  hearers  may  recolleS  Us  having  been 
mentioned  before^     For  a  fmilar  reafon^Juch  repetitions  are 
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not  improper  in  print.  Many  fer/bns  read  part  of  a  hookf 
who  may  not  have  opportunity  or  incRnaiion  to  read  the  nvhok, 
'  Should  any  one,  by  opening  thtfe  Sermom  at  a  venture^  meet 
with  a  pajfage  nvblch,  by  a  divine  blejjtngy  may  either  awaken 
a  carelefs^  or  heal  a  wounded  fpirit^  that  pajfage  fwill  be  ex* 
€i8ly  in  the  right  page^  even  though  the  purport  of  it  Jhould 
he  expreffed  in  feveral  other  places »  Farther^  Jince  tve  da 
TiOt  always  fo  muchfland  in  need  of  new  information^  as  ta 
Lave  ivhat  we  already  hno*iv  more  effeStually  imprejfcd  upon 
the  mind ;  there  are  truths  ivhich  can  fcarcelf  be  inculcated  too 
often^  at  leafl  until  ths  defgn  for  which  they  were  mentioned 
on^c  he  e^dtually  anfwered*  7hus^  when  the  flrohes  of  a 
hammer  are  often  repeated^  not  one  of  them  ^an  be  deemed  fu' 
perjluous  ;  the  la/It  ivhich*  drives  the  nail  to  the  head,  being  j 

no  Itfs  neceffary  than  any  of  thofe  which  preceded  it* 

From  thfi  Readers y  whofe-  habits  of  thinking  on  rehgiout 
fiihj^Bs  are  formed  by  a  chfe  astachnent  to  particular  fyfiems 
of  divinity,  the  Author  requejls  a  candid  con/lruQion  of  whcU 
he  advances,  if  he  ventures  in  fome  infiances  to  deviate  a  lit' 
tie  frdmthe  more  beaten  track.  If  he  isfometimes  cofi/irained' 
to  differ  from  the  judgment  of  wife  and  good  men,  who  have, 
deferved  well  of  the  church  of  Gad,  he  would  do  it  with  ma^ 
defiy.  Far  from  depreciating  their  labours,  he  would  be 
thankful  for  the  benefit  which  he  hopes  he  has  received  from 
them.  It  is  a  great  JatisfaSion  to  him,  that  in  all  dodrindl 
foirits  of  primary  importance,  his  views  are  confirmed  by  the 
fufffagc  of  <ajriters  and  miniflers  eminent  for  genuine  piety  and 
fjund  learning ;  who  ajjifled  him  in  his  early  enquiries  after 
truth,  and  at  vyhofe  feet  he  is  flill  willing  to  fit.  Tet,  re^  . 
memhering  that  he  is  authorifed  and  commanded  to  call  no  man 
Mafler,.  fo  as  to  yield  an  implicit  and  unqunlified  fubm'ffton  to 
human  teachers  ;  while  he  gladly  borrows  every  help  he  can 
from  ofhsrs^  he  ventures  likewife  to  think  for  h'lmfelf  Hit 
leading  fentiments  concerning  the  grand  peculiarities  of  the 
go/pel  tiere  formed  many  years  ftnce,  nvhen  he  was  in  aflate 
(f  almofl  entire  fcrlujton  from  fociety  ;  tivhen  he  had  /carcely 
i]ny  re/igwus  look  but  the  Bible  within  his  reach  ;  and  hcui  no 
knowkdge,  either  cf  the  various  names,  parties,  and  opinions,. 
Ly  wlvci  Chrifl'tans  toere  dtflinguijhed  and  divided,  or  of  the 

contraver^esi 


PREFACE.  vif 

fontroverfies  ivhich  fuhfifled  among  them.     Ht  U  not  confcious 
that  any  very  matenal  difference  has  taken  place  in  his  fenti^ 
mentsjince  he  firfl  became  acquMnted  with  the  religious  world ; 
luty    after  a  loi^   courfe  of  exffsrience  and  obfervationf    he^' 
feems  to  poffep  them'  in  a  different  manner,     ^he  difficulties 
ivhich  for  afeafon  perplexed  bim  onfome  pAnts^  are  either  re* 
movedf  or  con/iderabfy  abated.     On  the  other  hand^  he  now ' 
perceives  dffieultief  that  conftrain  him  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
mouth f  in  ful^eSs  ivhich  once  appeared  to  him  obvious   and" 
flaitr.      Thusy  if  he  mifiates  not  himfelf  he  is  lefs  trouble  i   ■ 
ivtth  fceplicifm^  and  at  the  fame  time  lefs  difp^fed  to  be  dog' 
matical  ih.in   he  formerly  was*      He  feels  himfelf  unable  to 
draw   the  line,    with  preclfiony  bet  wan  thofe  e/fential  points 
which  ought  to  be  earaefily  contended  for,  fin  a  fplrit  of  meek* 
nefs)^  as  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints  ;  and  cer^ 
tain  fecondary  pofitions^  concerning  which  good  men  may  fafdy 
dfferf  and  wherein^  perhnps^  we  cannot  reafonably  expe3  them 
to  be  unanimom  during  the  prejent  Jiate  of  itnperfe3ifm*      Bu^ 
if  the  exaff  boundary  cannot   be  marhd  with  certainty,    he 
thinks  ii  both  defirahle  and  poffible,  to  avoid-  th:  extremes  into- 
which- men  of  warm  tempers  have  of)en.been -ltd. 

Not  that  the  Author  can  he  an'  advocate  for  that  indifference ' 
to  truths  whichf  under  the  Jpecious  femhlance  of  moderacio!p  ■ 
and  caadour,  (ffu's  a  comprebenfiony  from  which  none  are^ 
excluded,  but'  thofe  who  profefs  and  aim  to  wotfhip  God  in 
the  Spiritft&  rejoice  in  Chr^^TFe/usi.  and  to  renounce  aU  con^ 
ffdence  ii^he  flifhi     NSoderation  is  a  Chriflian^grace ;  it  dif^ 
fers  much'  from  that  tame  unfeeling  neutrality  between  truth 
and  err  or  i>  whicJi^is  fo  prevalent  in  4he  prefent  day*     As  the 
dfferent  rays  tif  light,  which i  when  feparated^bf  a  prifm^  ex* 
hibst  the  various  colours  of  the  rainhoim,  form,  in  their  com^ 
hination,  aperft3  and  refplend.nt  "r/hxitfin  luhich  every  co^- 
lour  is  incofiporaied  >  fo, .  if  the  graces  •  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
were  complete  in  us,  the  refuh  of  their  oombined-  effe^  would"^ 
be  a  truly  candid,  moderate,  and  liber cd  fpirit  towards  our 
brethren.     The  Chrijlian,  efpeciaUy  he  who  is  advanced  and 
e/labli/hed  in  the  life  of  faith,  has  a  fervent  zeal  for  God,  for 
the-  honour  of  his  name,  his  law,  and  his  gofpeL     The  homff- 
WKFVUth  which  he  feels f  when  fuch  a  taw  is  broken,  fuch  a 
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gofpel  is  dejfiftdi  and  nvhtn  the  greiM.  and  glorious  name  cfthe 
Lord  h'ts  God  is  frofanedi  VfotdJf  by  the  oecafion  of  his  i «-> 
Jirmitietf  often  degenerate  into  anger  or  contempt  towards  thofe 
'who  oppofe  themfelves^  if  he  was  under  the  influence  of  zeal 
only*  But  his  %eai  is  blended  nvith  benevolence  and  humility; 
it  isfoftened  by  a  confctoitfrefs  of  his  own  frailty  and  fallibility. 
He  is  aware  that  hits  knowledge  is  very  limited  in  itfe^^ 
and  very  faint  in  its  eficacy  •-  that  his  attainments  are  weai 
and  few  f  compared  with  his  deficiencies  ;  that  his  gratitude  is 
very  d^fproportionate  to  his  obRgations^  and  his  obedience  tw- 
fpeakably  Jhbrt  of  conformity  to  his  prefcribed  rule  ;  thai  he  has 
nothing  but  what  he  has  receivedf  and  has  received  nothings 
but  %uhat,  in  a  greater  or  left  degree f  he  has  mifappRed  and 
m'tfmproved.  He  is  therefore  a  debtor  to  the  mercy  of  God^ 
emd  lives  upon  his  muhiplied  forgivcnefs*  And  he  makes  the 
gracious  cohduB  of  .the  Lord  towards  himfdf  a  pattern  for  his 
own  conduS  towards  his  fellofW'Creatures*  He  cannot  boqft^ 
nor  fs  he  forward  to  eeitfure.  He  eonfiders  hmfelf  lefi  he 
alfo  be  tempted  *  ;  and  thus  he  learns  tendernefs  ami  compq/fion 
to  others^  and  to  bear  patiently  with  thofe  n^akesf  prejudices  ^ 
and  prepoffejjions  in  them^  'which  once  belonged  to  his  own 
chcwaQer  s  and  from  which^  as  yet  ^  he  is  but  imperfedly  freed* 
But  theuj  the  fame  confiderations  *ufhich  injpire  him  with  meek' 
nefs  and  gentlenefs  towards  thofe  who  oppofe  the  truthf ' 
Jlrengthen  his  regard  for  the  truth  itfelf  and  his  conviSion  of 
its  importance*  For  the  fake  of  peace^  which  he  loves  and 
cultivates y  he  accommodates  himfelf  as  far  as  he  lawfully  cant 
to  the  weaknefs  and  mifapprehtn/ions  of  thofe  who  meauj^weUi 
though  he  is  thereby  esepofed  to  the  cenfure  of  bigots  of  adpar^ 
tiest  who  deem  htm  flexible  and  waverings  like  a  reed  fhaken 
with  the  wind*  But  there  are  other  points  nearly  conneSed 
with  the  honour  of  God^  and  ejential  to  the  life  of  faithf 
which  are  the  foundations  cf4ns  hope,  and  the  fources  of  his 
joy*  For  his  firm  attachment  to  thefe^  he  is  content  to  he  treats 
ed  as  d  bigot  himfelf.  For  here  he  is  immoveable  as  an  iron 
pillar  ;  nor  can  either  the  fear  or  the  favour  of  man  prevail  on 
him  to  give  place,  no  not  for  an  hourf.  Here  his  judgment 
if  fixed;  and  he  exprejfes  it  in  Jtmple  and  unequivocal  lan» 
guagCi  fo  as  not  to  leave  either  friends  or  enemies  in  fvfpenfe 
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CQtfcerning  tbeJUe  ^htch  be  has  clnfen,  or>  the  cauft  whkb  h 
neareft  to  bu  heart  • 

7be  mttti/hr  who  fo/fejes  a  eattdour  thus  enlightened  and 

thus  qualified^  will  neither  df grade  him/elf  to  he  the  inftru- 

mbnt,  nor  afdireU  be  the  head)  of  a  party.     He  nvill  not 

fervilefy  treaa  in  the  pathe  prefcrihed  him  by  men^  however 

reusable.     He  wUI  not  muhiply  corttentums^  in  defencef  either" 

of  the  iliibbolcths  ofothersy  or  of  any  ooRrum  of  his  ownv 

under  a  pretence  that  he  is  pleading  for  the  eaufe  of  God  and 

truth*     His  attention  *:viU  not  he  rtfirained  to  the  credit  or  «- 

tere/l  of  any  detached  denomination  of  Chri/hanSf  hut  extended 

to  all  *afho  hve  the  Lord  J^efus  jOhri/l  in  Jincerity,     Om  the 

other  handt  knowing  that  the  gofpel  is  the  wifdom  and  power 

of  Godj  and  the  only  poffible  mean  by  which  f alien  man  can 

obtain  either  peace  or  rettitude^  he  mofi  cgrdially  embraces  and 

a^nows  it.     Far  from  being  itemed  of  itf  he  e/ieems  it  his 

glory.      He  preacl*es  Chrifl  jfefus  the  Lord,  and  him  cruci^ 

jfted.      He  dares  not  foplxflicate  ♦,  difguife^  or  foften  the  great 

iloSrines  of  the  grace  of  God,  to  render  them  more  palatable  to 

the  dtipranjed  tafle  <f  the  times.    He  difdaisu  the  thought.    And 

he  ntnll  na  more  encounter  the  prejudices  and  corrupt  maxims 

and  praitices  of  the  w/rld  wifh  any  weapon  but  the  truth  a» 

it  is  in  Jefcrs  f,  than  he  would  venture  to  fight  an  mraged 

enemy  with  a  wooden  fword. 

Such  is  the  lUfpofiiion  which  the  Author  wi/hesfor  hlmfelf 
and  which  he  nuo'jld  endeavour  to,  cultivate  in  others*  He 
hopes  that  nothing  of  a  contrary  tendency  will  be  found  in  the 
volumes  now  prefenfed  to  the  Public,     Mbssiah,  the greaM 

fuljtB  of  the  Oratorio,  is  the  ieading  and  principal  fulye&  of 
every  fermon,  •  His  perfon,  grace^  and  glory ;  his  matehlefs 
Ipve  to  Jimiers ;  his  humiliation^  fufferings^  and  death ;  hie 
ability  and  willmgnefs  to  fave  to  the  uttermofl  %  his  kingdom, 
and  the  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of  his  willing  people^  are 

feverally  conftdered^  according  to  the  order  fuggefi^ed  hy  thefe^ 
ries  of  texts.  Nearly  conneffed  with  thefe  topics  are  the  doc* 
trines  of  the  fall,  and  depravity  of  man,  the  agency  of  the 
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Jhlj  Spirit,  and  the  nature  and  heceffity  of  regeneration^  an£ 
tfthat  holtnefs  without  tvhlch  no  man  [ball  fee  the  Lord.     On^ 
thefe  fuhjeQs  the  Author  Is  not  afraid  of  contradi&lon  from 
ihofe  who  are  taught  of  God*. 

IVi'h  tsefpeS  tnfome  other  pointj  which  Incidentally  oecur^  he' 
has  endeavoured  fo  to  treat  them  as  to  -avoid  adtmmflertng  fuel  to> 
the  flame  of  angry  controverfy.     He  is  perfuaded  hlmfeif  and 
fhailhe  huppy  to  perfuade  his  Readers <t  thatjhe  remaining  dlf" 
ferences  of  opinion  among  thofe  tvho  truly  vnderfiand  and  cor- 
dlally  believe  the  declarations  of  fcrlpture  on  the  preceding  ai» 
t'cleSj  are  neither  fo  -wide  nor  fo  important  as  they  have  been 
fjmetimes  reptrfented.    Many  of  thefe  dlffer-encei  are  nearly  ver* 
laly  and  *wovld  ceafe,  if  due  allo^wance  ivas  made  for  the  im» 
perfcQion  of  human  language^  and  the  ejfpdh  of  an  accttflomed 
phrafcology,  which  often  lead  people  to  affix  different  tdtcu  to 
the  fame  cxprejjionsy  or  to  exprefs  the  fame  Ideas  in  different, 
loords*     /Ind  If  in  fame  things ^   we  cannbt  exaSly  agree^, 
Jlnce  we  confeft  that  we  are  all-  weak  andfallibUy  mutual  pa^ 
iience  and  forbearance  would  be  equally  becoming  the  acknow-^ 
ledgments  we  make  and  the  gofpel  which  we  profefs.     We 
Jhould  therely  ad  In  charaSer,  as  the  followers  of  htm  who 
was  compajfonate  to  the  Infirmities  and  mifiakes  of  his  difciples^,. 
iind  taught  th  m  not  every  thing  at  once,  but  gradually,  as  they- 
'Zi'crc  able  to  bear^ 

The  Author  ought  not  to  bef  very  foUcltous  upon  Ms  own  etc* 
ctint,  what  reception  his.  performance  may  meet  with.      The- 
fafiion  of  tins  world  is  pofftng  away,      The  voice,  both  of 
applaufe  and  of  cevfwre,  will  foon  beJifUd  in  the  duft.     It  is. 
therefore  lut  a  fmall  thing  to  be  judged  of  mon^s  judgment"*. 
But  confclms  of  the  vafl  Importance  of  the  fuljpQ^whJch  he  thus 
jtds  Into  the  Reader's  hands,  he  cannot  tale  leave  of  him  with* 
.tut  earnefUy  entreating  his  ferlous  attention.      The  one  principle 
lahich  he  offumes  for  granted,  and  which  he  It^  artain  cannot^ 
le  dijproved,  is,   That  the  Bible  is  a  reflation  from  God. 
liy  this  flandard  he. Is  willing Ahat  whatever  he  has  advanced 
may  be  tried.     If  the  Bible  be  true,  we  mtifl  all  give  an  ac.^^. 
cmmtf,  each  one  ofh'wfelf,  to  the  great  andfnal  J'udge.     Thatti 
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m^hen  we  /ball  appear  Before  bis  awful  irlbuttal^  we  may  he- 
found  at  his  right  band^  accepted  in  the  Beloved^  is  the  Aih- 
thorns  fervent  prayer f  both  for  his  Readers  and  for  hlmfelf. 
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SERi 


SERMON      i. 

The  Confolation. 

Isaiah  xl.  x,  2. 

Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  faith  your  Goa* 
Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerufalemy  and  cry  unto 
her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplifljedy  that  her  ini- 
guity  is  pardoned:  forfbe  hath  received  at  the 
Itord^s  hand  double  for  all  her  fins. 

THE  particulars  of  the  great  myftcry  of  godll- 
nefs,  as  enumerated  by  the  Apoftle  Paul^ 
conflitute  the  grand  and  inexhauftible  theme 
of  the  Gofpcl  Miniftry,  «  Gcd  manifefl  in  the  pfb^ 
juflified  in  the  Spirit,  feen  of  angels,  preached  unto 
the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  nvorld^  received  up  in^ 
to  glory*"  It  is  my  wifii  and  purpofe  to  know  no- 
thing among  you  but  this  fubjed: ;  to  preach  nothing 
to  you  but  what  has  a  real  connexion  with  the  doc- 
trine of  JefusChrift  and  him  crucified,  and  with  the 
caufes  and  cffcSts  of  his  obedience  unto  death,  evefi 
the  death  of  the  crofs.  But  a  regard  to  the  fatis- 
f a£lion  and  advantage  of  my  ftated  hearers,  has  of- 
ten made  me  defirous  of  adopting  fome  plan,  which 
might  lead  me  to  exhibit  the  principal  outlined  of 
the  Saviour's  chara£ler  and  mediation  in  a  regular 
feries  of  difcourfes ;  fo  as  to  form,  if  not  a  pifihire, 
at  leaff  a  flight  iketch,  of  thofe  features  of  his  gloiy 
and  of  his  grace  which  endear  him  to  the  hearts  cdE 
his  people.  Such  a  plan  )ias  lately,  and  rather  un- 
expe£iedly,  occurred  to  me.  Converfation  in  al- 
moft  every  company^  for  fome  time  paft^  has  much 
VoL.I.  H  turned 
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turned  upon  the  commemoration  of  Handel ;  the 
grand  muiical  entertainments,  and  particularly  his 
Oratorio  of  the  MefftabyVJhlch  haveieoa  repeatedly 
performed  on  that  occafion  in  Weftminfter  Abbey, 
If  it  could  be  reafonably  hoped  that  the  performers 
and  the  company  aflembled  to  hear  the  mufic,  or 
the  greater  part,  or  even  a  very  con fidcr able  part  of 
them,  were  capable  of  entering  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  fuhje.a^  I  will  readily  allow  that  the  Meffiah^ 
executed  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  by  pcrfons  whofe 
heartSf  as  well  as  their  voices  and  inftniments,  were 
.tuned  to  .the  Redeemer's  praife ;  accompaiucd  with 
the  grateful  emotions  of  an  audieiKe  duly  ^ffeftcd 
with  a  fenfe  of  their  obligations  to  his4ove;  flight 
afford  one  of  the  highqft.and  nobleft  gratifications 
of  which  we  are  capable  in  the  prefent  life.  But 
they  who  love  -the  Redeemer,  and  therefore  delight 
to  join  in  his  praife,  if  they  did  not  find  it  conveni- 
.ent,  or  think  it  expedient,  to  hear  the  Mfjftah  at 
Weftirjinfter,  may  comfort  thcmfelves  with  the 
thought,  that,  in  a  little  time,  they  ihall  be  ftill 
^lore  abundantly  gratified.  Ere  long,  death  fhaU 
rend  the  vail  which  hides  eternal  things  from  their 
;viewj  ;^nd  introduce  them  to  that  unccafing  fong 
^nd:unl5ver.fal  cho^uis,  which  are  even  now  perform- 
ing before  Jthethroae  of  God  and  the  Lamb.  Till 
tl^en,  I  apprehend,  ^hat  true  Chriflians,  without 
.the  afliftahce.pf, either  vocal  or  inftrum^tal  mufic, 
may  find  greater  pleafure  in  a  humble  contempla- 
tion on  the  ivords  of  ,the  Mfjftah^  than  they  can  de- 
rive from  the  ut;moil  efforts  of  mufical  genius,. 
This  therefore  is  the  plan  I  ipoke  of.  I  mean  to 
had  your  meditatioti^  to  the  langxiage  of  the  Orato- 
Tic,  and  to  confider  in  their  order  (if  the  Lord,  oa 
whom  our  bjeaih  depenus,  ^{hall  be  pleafed  to  afford 
life,  ability,  and  opportjunky)  the  feyeral  fublime 
^nd  in terettirig  paffages  of  Scripture  which -are  the 
bafis  of  that  admired  compofition. 
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If  he  fliall  condefcend  to  fmile  upon  the  attempt, 
pleafure  and  profit  will  go  hand  in  hand.  There  is 
no  harmony  to  a  heaven-born  foul  like  that  which  is 
the  refult  of  the  combination  and  coincidence  of 
all  the  Divine  Attributes  and  Perfections,  manifeft- 
ed  An  the  work  of  redemption ;  mercy  and  truth 
meetingtogether,  inflexible  righteoufnefs  correfpond- 
ing  with  the^eace  of  offenders,  God  glorious,  and  fin- 
ners  faved.  -Tiiete  is  no  melody  upon  earth  to  be  com- 
'pared  with  the -voice  of  the  blood  of  Jefos  fpeaking 
peace  to  a  guilty  confcience,  or  with  the  voice  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  applying  the  promifes  to  the  heart,  and 
fweetly  infpiring  a  temperof  confidence  andadoption. 
Thefe  are  joys  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor 
take  away,  which  never  pall  upon  the  mind  by  con- 
'^inuance  or  repetition ;  the  fenfe  of  them  is  always 
fi^w^  the  recolleftion  of  them  is  always  pleafant. 
Nor  do  they  only  fatisfy,  but  fanftify  the  foiil- 
They  ftrcngthen  faith,  animate  hope,  add  fervency 
to  love,  and  both  difpofe  and  enable  the  Chriftian  to 
run  in  all  the  paths  of  holy  obedience  with  an  -feR- 
larged  heart. 

The  Mejftah  of  Handel  confifls  of  three  parts. 
The  'firfl  contains  prophecies  of  his  advent  and  the 
happy  confequences,  together  with  the  angel's  mef- 
fage  to  the  (hepherds  informing  them  of  his  birth, 
"as  related  by  St  Lulve.  The  fecond  part  dcfcribes 
his  paflion,  death,  refurrcftion,  and  afcenfion;  his 
taking  pofleflion  of  his  kingdom  of  gioty,  the  com- 
mencement of  his  kingdom  of  gr^cc  upon  the  earth, 
and  the  certain  difappointment  and  ruin  of  all  who 
perfift  in  oppofition  to  his  will.  The  third  part  c*- 
prefles  the  bleffed  fruits  and  confumroation  of  his 
undertaking,  in  the  deliverance  of  his  people  frona 
fin,  forrow,  and  death,  and  in  making  them  finally 
"viftorious  over  all  their  enemies.  The  triumphant 
fong  of  the  redeemed,  to  the  praife  of  the  Lamb, 
'who  bought  them  with  his  own  blood,  clofcs  Ac 
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whole.  The  arrangement  or  fcries  of  thcfc  pafTages 
is  fo  judicioufly  difpofed,  fo  well  conne£led,  and  fo 
fully  comprehends  all  the  principal  truths  of  the 
Gofpel)  that  I  {hall  not  attempt  either  to  aher  or 
to  enlarge  it.  The  exordium  or  introduQion,  which 
I  have  read  to  you  from  the  prophefy  of  I(aiah,  is 
very  happily  chofen. 

If,  as  fome  eminent  commentators  fuppofe,  the 
prophet  had  any  reference,  in  this  pafiage,  to  the 
return  of  Ifrael  from  Babylon  into  their  own  land, 
his  principal  objeft  was  undoubtedly  of  much  great- 
er importance.  Indeed  their  deliverance  from  cap- 
tivity, and  their  (late  afterwards  as  a  nation,  do  not 
appear  to.  correfpond  with  the  magnificent  images 
employed  in  the  following  verfes.  For  though  they 
rebuilt  their  city  and  temple,  they  met  with  many 
infults  and  much  oppofition,  and  continued  to  be  a 
tribi^tary  and  dependent  people.  I  (hall  therefore 
wave  the  confideration  of  this  fenfe. 

The  eye  of  the  prophet's  mind  feems  to  be  chiefly 
fixed  upon  one  auguftPerfonage,  who  was  approach- 
ing to  enlighten  and  blefs  a  miferable  world ;  and 
before  he  defcribes  the  circumftances  of  his  appear- 
ance, he  is  dire^ied  to  comfort  the  mourners  in 
Zion,  with  an  afTurance,  that  this  great  event  would 
fully  compenfate  them  for  all  their  forrows.  The 
ftate  of  Jerufalem,  the  repr^fentatlve  name  of  the 
people  of  God,  was  very  low  in  Ifaiah's  time.  The 
people,  who  in  the  days  of  Solomon  were  attached 
to  the  fervice  of  God,  honoured  with  fignal  tokens 
of  his  prefence  and  favour,  and  raifed  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  temporal  profperity,  were  now  degenera- 
ted, the  gold  was  become  dim,  and  the  fine  gold 
changed^  Iniquity  abounded,  judgments  were  im- 
pending, yet  infenlibility  and  fecuhty  prevailed,  and 
the  words  of  many  were  ftout  againft  the  Lord. 
But  there  were  a  few  who  feared  the  Lord,  whofe 
eyes  ^fFefted  their  hearts,  and  who  mourned  for  the 
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evils  which  they  could  not  prevent.  -Thefe,  and 
thefc  only,  were,  in  ftridlnefsof  fpeech,  the  people 
of  the  Lord,  and  to  thefe  the  mefiageof  comfort  is 
addreiled.  Speak  to  Jerufalem  comfortably,  fpeak 
to  her  hearty  (as  the  Hebrew  word  is),  to  her  very 
cafe,  and  tell  her  that  there  is  a  balm  for  all  her 
wounds,  a  cordial  for  all  her  griefs,  in  this  one  con- 
fideration,  Messiah  is  at  hand.  In  the  prophetic 
ftyle  things  future  are  defcribed  ac  prefent,  and  that 
which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  has  fpoken  of  as  fure 
to  take  place,  is  confidered  as  already  done.  Thus 
the  prophet,  rapt  into  future  times,  contemplates  the 
manifeftation  of  Messiah,  the  accomplifhment  of 
his  great  undertaking,  and  all  the  happy  confequen« 
ces  of  his  obedience  unto  death  for  men,  as  though 
he  flood  upon  the  fpot,  and  with  John,  the  harbin- 
ger of  our  Lord,  (whofe  appearance  he  immediately 
defcribes),  was  pointing  with  his  finger  to  the  Lamb 
of  God  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world. 

This  comfortable  meffage  confifts  of  two  parf^. 
Firft,  the  removal  of  evil ;  her  warfare  is  accom^ 
pfiihed,  her  iniquity  is  pardoned.  Secondly,  A  pro- 
mife  of  good  more  than  equivalent  to  all  her  afflic- 
tions ;  fhe  hath  received  at  the  Lord's  hand  double 
for  all  her  fins. 

L  Two  ideas  are  included  in  the  original  term,, 
tranflated  warfare. 

1.  A  ftate  of  fervice  conneftcd  with  hardfhip,. 
like  that  of  the  military  life  *. 

2.  An  appointed  time,  as  it  is  rendered  in  Job  f. 
Thefe  ideas  equally  apply  to  the  Mofaic  difpenfa- 

tion.  The  fpirit  of  that  inftitution  was  compara- 
tively  a  fpirit  of  bondage,  diftance,  and  fear;  and 
the  ftate  of  the  church  while  under  the  law,  is  re- 
fcmbled  by  the  Apoflle  to  that  of  a  minor,  who^ 
though  he  be  an  heir,  is  under  tutors  and  governors,- 
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and  differeth  but  little  from  a  fervant^  until  the  time, 
appointed  of  theFathcr  *.  The  ceremonial  law, with, 
refpefi^  to  its  incfficacy,  is  ftyled  ivcak^  and  with  re- 
fpe<^  to  the  long  train  of  its  multiplied,  expenfive, 
difficult,  and  repeated  appointments,  a  yoke  and  bur^ 
Jen.     But  it  was  only  for  a  prefctibed  time.     The 
Gofpel  was  defigned  to  fuperfede  it,  and  to  intro- 
dute  a  Hate  of  life,  powcr^  libcrrty,  and  confidence. 
The  blacknefs  and  darknefs,  the  fire  and  temp^ft^ 
and  other  circumftances  of  terror  attendant  on  the 
promulgation  of  the  law  at  Mount  Sinai  f,  which 
not  only  flruck  the  people  with  difmay,  but  caufed. 
even  Mofes  himfdf  to  fay,  I  exceedingly  fear  and 
quake,  were  expreflive  of  its  defign  5  which  was  not 
to  lead  the  people,  of  Ifrael  to  expeft  peace  and  hope 
from  their  befb  obedience  to  that  covenant,  but  ra<^ 
therto  convince  them  of  the  neceflity  of  a  better  co-^ 
venant  eflablifhed  upon  better  promifesy  and  to  di» 
redt  their  hopes  to  Messiah,  who  was  prefigured 
by  all  their  facrificcs,  and  who  in  the  fulnefs  of 
time  was  to  make  a  complete  atonement  for  fin,  by 
the  facrifice  of  himfelf.     Then  their  legal  figurative 
eonftitution  would  ceafc,  the  Ihadows  give  place  to 
the.  fubftancQ,    a«d  the  true  worlhippers  of  God 
would  be  inflru(Sled,  enabled,  and  encouraged  to 
worfhip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  j  namore  as  fer- 
vants,  but  in  the  temper  of  adoption,  as  the  chilr 
dren  of  God  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  his  lo\*c. 

There  is  a  confiderable  analogy  to  this  difierencfi 
between  the  Law  and  the  Gofpelj  as  contradiflin- 
gu idled  from  each  other,  in  the  previous  diflrefs  of 
a  fmner,  when  he  is  made  fenfible  of  his  guilt  and 
danger:  as  a  tranfgrefTor  of  the  law  of  God,  and  the 
fubfequent  peace  which  he  obtains  by  believing  the 
Gofpel.  The  good  feed  of  the  word  of  grace  can 
only  take  root  and  flourilh  in  a  foil  duly  prepared* 
And  this  preparation  of  the  heart  J,  without  which 
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all  that  is  read  or  heard  concerning  Messiah  pro^* 
duces  no  permanent  good  cflFca,  is  wholly  from  the 
Jjord.  The  fir  ft  good  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  heart  of  fallen  man,  is  to  convince  of  fin*. 
He  gives  fome  due  imprefllons  of  the  majefty  and 
holinefs  of  the  God  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  of 
eur  dependence  upon  him,  of  our  obligations  to 
him  as  our  Creator,  Lawgiver,  and  Benefa£^or ; 
then  we  begin  to  form  our  eftimatc  of  duty,  of  fin, 
and  its  defcrt,  not  from  the  prevalent  maxims  and 
judgment  of  mankind  -around  us,  but  from  the  un- 
erring ftandard  of  Scripture^  Thence  new  and  pain- 
ful apprehenfionsarifc — the  lofty  looks  of  man  arc 
humbled,  his  haughdinefs  is  brought  low,  his  mouth 
ftopped,.  OP  only  opened  to  confefii  his  guilf  and  vile- 
nefs,  and  to  cry  for  mercy.  He  now  feels  himfelf 
under  the  law  y  it  condemns  him,  and  he  cannot  re* 
ply  ;  it  commands  him,  and  he  cannot  obey.  He 
has. neither righteoufnefs nor  ftrengthjand muft  fink 
into  defpair,  were  it  not  that  he  is  nbw  qualified  to 
hearken  to  the  Gofpel  with  other  ears^  and  to  read 
the  Scriptures  with  other  eyes,  (if  T  may  (o  fpeak), 
tiian  he  once  did.  He  now  knows  he  is  fick,  and 
therefore  knows  his  need  of  a  phyfician.  This  (late 
of  anxiety,  conflidt,  and  fear,  which  keeps  comfort- 
from  his  heart,  and  perhaps  (lumber  from  his- eyes, 
is  often  of  long  continuance.  There  is  no  common 
ftandard  whereby  to  determine  either  the  degree  or 
the  duration.  ISoth  differ  in  different  pcrfons  5  and 
as  the  body  and  the  mind  have  a-  (Vrong  and  reci- 
procal iuftuence  upon  each  other,  it  is  probable  the 
difference  obfervaWe  in  fuch  cafes  may  in  part  de- 
pend uponconilitutionalcaufes.  However,  the  time 
is  a  prefcribed  time,  and  though  not  fubje<Sb  tq  any 
rules  or  reafonings  of  ours,  is  limited  and  regulated 
by  the  wifdom  of  God.  He  wounds,  and  he  heals,. 
in  his  own  appointed  moment.    None  that  continue 
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waidng  upon  hinii  and  feeking  falvation  in  die 
means  which  he  has  direded,  fhall  be  finally  difap- 
pointed.  Sooner  or  later  he  gives  them,  according 
to  his  promifcj  beauty  for  aihcs>  the  oil  of  joy  for 
xnouming,  and  the  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit 
of  heavinefs*.  This  warfare  is  accomplifhed,  when 
they  rightly  underftand  and  cordially  believe  the 
following  claufe. 

Her  iniquity  is  pardoned.  Though  the  facrifices 
under  the  law  had  an  immediate  and  4ire£l  ^St£k  to  • 
reftore  the  offender  for  whom  they  were  offered^ 
to  the  privileges  pertaining  to  the  people  of  Krael 
confidered  as  a  nation  or  commonwealth,  they  could 
not  of  themfelves  cleanfe  the  confcience  from  guilt. 
It  is  a  dilate  of  right  reafon,  no  lefs  than  of  revela« 
tion,  that  it  is  notpoflible  that  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  of  goats  fhould  take  away  fin  f .  For  this  pur- 
pofe  the  blood  of  Chrifi  had  a  retrofpeftive  efficacy, 
and  was  the  only  ground  of  confolation  for  a  con* 
vinced  (inner  from  the  beginning  of  the  world*  He 
was  propofed  to  our  firft  parents  as  the  feed  of  the 
woman  who  (hould  break  the  ferpent's  head  %*  In 
this  feed  Abraham  believed  and  was  juftified,  and 
all  of  every  age  who  were  juftified  were  partakers 
of  Abraham's  faith.  Therefore  the  Apoftlc  teaches 
us,  that  when  God  fet  him  fcrth  as  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  hisbloodi  he  declared  his  rightcouf- 
Refs  in  the  remiffion  of  (ins  that  were  pad  [|.  For  iho* 
we  may  fuppofe  God  would  have  declared  his  mercy 
in  forgiving  (in  upon  any  terms,  no  confideratiou 
but  the  death  of  his  Son  coukl  have  exhibited  his 
righieoufnefs^ — that  is,  his  holinefs,  juftice,  and  truth, 
in  the  pardon  of  fin.  True  penitents  and  believers 
were  pardoned  and  faved  under  the  law,  but  not  by 
the  law.  Their  faith  looked  through  all  the  legal  in- 
ftitutions  to  him  who  was  reprefented  and  typilied  by 
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them.  But  the  types  which  revealed  him,  in  a  fenfe 
concealed  him  like  wife.  So  that  though  Abraham 
faw  his  day,  and  rejoiced,  and  a  fucceffion  of  the^ 
fervants  of  God  forefaw  his  glory  and  hi»  fufFcrings> 
and  fpatc  of  him  5  y^t  in  general  the  Church  of  the 
Old  Teftament  rather  defired  and  longed  for,  than. 
a£lually  poffefTed,  that  fulnefs  of  light  and  know- 
ledge conc^rn^ng  the  perfon,  offices,  \hyt^  and  vifto* 
i\y  of  Messiah,  which  is  the  privilege  of  thofe  who- 
enjoy  and  believe  the  Gofpel*.  Yet  great  difcO'* 
veries  of  thefe  things  were  vouch fafed  to  fome  of* 
the  prophets,  particularly  to  Ifi\iah,  who,  on  account 
of  the  clearnefs  of  his  viev,*s  of  the  Redeemer  ^nd; 
his  kingdom,  has  been  fometimes  ftyled  a  fifth  E- 
vangelift.  The  mod  evangelical  part  of  his  prophe- 
cy, or  at  leaft  that  part  in  which  he  profecutes  the 
fubjeft  with  the  leaft  interruption,  begins  with  this 
chapter  and  with  this  verfe.  And  he  propofes  it  for 
the  comfort  of  the  mourners  in  Zion  in  his  day. 
We  know  that  the  Son  of  God,  of  whomMofesand 
the  prophets  fpake,  is  aftually  come  f ;  that  the- 
atonement  for  fin  is  made,  th^  ranfom  for  finners 
paid  and  accepted;  Now  the  {hadows  arc  paft,  the 
vail  removed,  the  night  is  ended,  the  dawn,  the  day^ 
is  arrived,  yea  the  Sun  of  Rightcoufncfs  is  arifenj. 
witli  healing,  in  his  beams  :j:.  God  is  reconciled  in» 
&is  Son,  and  the  minifters  of  the  Gofpel  are  now 
authorifed  to  preach  comfort  to  all  who  mourn< 
under  a  fenfe  of  fin,  to  tell  them,  all  manner  of  £a: 
18  forgiven  for  the  Redeemer's  fake,  and  that  the 
iniquity  of  thofe  who  believe  in  him  is  freely  andJ 
abundantly  pardoned. 

II.  Though  the  laft  claufe  of  the  verfe  does  not^ 
l>elong  to  the  paffage,  as  fele£led  for  the  Oratorio, 
it  is  fo  clofely  connefied  with  the  fubje£l:,  that  X 
am  not  willing  to  omit  it.     She  has  received  at  the- 
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Lord^s  hand  double  for  all  her  Jtns,     The  meaning 
here  cannot  be,  that  her  afHi£iion&had  already  been 
more,,  and,  greater,^  than  her  fins  had  deferred.  Th& 
jud  defert  of  fin  cannot  be  received  in  the  prefent 
life,  for  the  wages  of  fin  is  dieath  and  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  or,  in  the  Apoftle's  words,  cveriafting  de- 
ftru£lion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  and  the  glo- 
ry of  his  power  •.   Therefore  a  living  man  can  have 
nareafon  to  complain  under  the  heavieft  fufierings« 
If  we  acknowledge  ourfelvcs^  to-  be  finners,  we  have 
likeMcIfe  caufe  to  acknowledge,  that  he  hath  not 
.  dealt  with  us  aGcording  to  our  iniquities.    Nor  can 
the*words  be  fo  applied  to  Messiah,  as  to  intimate,., 
that  even  his  fufFerings  were  more  than  neceflary^ 
or  greater  than  the  exigence  of  the  cafe  required. 
The  efficacy  of  his  atonement  is  indeed  greater  than, 
the  a£tual  application,  and  fufEcient  to  fave  the: 
whole  race  of  mankind  if  thJey  truly  believed  in  the 
Son  of  God.     We  read,  that  he  groaned  and  bled- 
upon  the  crofs,  till  he  could  fay.  It  is  fini&ed,  but 
no  longer.     It  becomes  us  to  refer,  to  infinite  wif- 
dom  the  reafbns  wiiyhis  fufferings  were  prolonged 
for  fuch  a^precife  time  5,  but  1  think  we  may  take  it 
for  granted^  that  they,  did  not  endure  an  hour  or  a^ 
minute  longer  than  was  ftriftly^  neceflary.    The  ex* 
prefTion  feems  to  be  elliptical,  and  I  apprehend  the 
true  fenfe  is,  that  Jerufalem  (hould  receive  hlejfmgsy. 
double,  much  greater  than  all.theaffliftions  whiclu 
fin  had, brought.  Upon  her;  and  in  general  to  us,^ 
to  every  believing  finner,  that  the  blefiings-  of  the. 
Gofpel.are  an  unfpeakably  great  cpmpenfation,  and 
over- balance,  for  all  affliftions  of  every  kind  with, 
which  we  have  been,  HDr  can  be  exercifcd.     Afflic- 
tions are  the  fruit  of  fin,  and  becaufe  our  fins  haver 
been  many,  our  afflictions  may  be  many.  But  luherti 
jj/i.has  aboundedy  grace  has.  much  more  abounded  \, 
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Before  our  Lord  healed  the  paralytic  man  who 
was  brought  to  him,  he  faid,  B^  of  good  cheery  thy 
Jtns  are  for  given  thee*.     His  outward  malady  render- 
ed him  an  objedi  of  compafl5ton  tothofe  who  brought 
him ;  but  he  appears  to  have  been  fenfible  of  an  in- 
ward malady,  which  only  Jefus  could  difcem,  or  pi- 
ty, or  relieve.     F  doubt  not  but  his  confcience  was 
burdened  with  guilt*     An  afFurance  therefore  that 
his  fins  were  forgiven,  was  fufiicient  to  make  him' 
Be  of  good  cheer,  whether  his  paMy  were  removed 
or  not.     To  this  purpofe  the  Pfalmift  ^aks  abfo- 
hitely  and  without  exception.     Blejfed  is  the  tnw, 
'however  circumftanced,  ivhoje  'ransgre^on  is  forgi^ 
veriy  ivhofe  iniquity  is  covered  \:     Though  he  be  poor, 
affliftcd,  difcafed,  neglefted  or  defpifed,  if  the  Lord 
imputeth  not  his  iniquity  to  him^  he  ts  a  bleffed  man. 
There  is  no  (ituation  in  human  life  fo  deplorable,, 
but  a  fenfe  of  the  pardoning  love  of  God  can  fup- 
port  and  comfort  the  fuflferer  under  it,  compofe  his*^ 
fpirit,  yea,  make  hitn ^exceedingly  joyful  in  all  his- 
tribulations.     For  he  who  feels  tne  power  of  the 
blood  of  JefuS'  cicanfing  his  confcience  from  guilty 
and  giving  him  acccfe  by  faith  tothe^  throne  of 
grace,  with  liberty  to  fay  Abba,  Father' j  he  knows- 
dial  ail  his  trials  arc  under  the  diredion  of  wifdom- 
andlove,  are  all  working  together  for  his  good,  and 
that  the  heavieft  of  thenvare  Hght^,and  the  longed 
iriomentary,  in  comparifoi:i  of  that  farmor^  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory  whidi  is  referved- 
for  him-  in  a  better  world  Jt     Kven  ar  prefent  in 
the  midft  of  his  fufferings,  having  cOHmmua ion  with- 
God,  and  a  gracious  fubmi(I»dn  to -his  will,  he  pof- 
fefies  a  peaee  that  pafleth  underftanding,  and  which^ 
the  world  cam  neither  give  nor^  take  away. 

I  fhall  clofcthis  preliminary  di-fcourfe  withu's  few 
obfervationsj-  by  way  of  improvement* 

B  &'  r.  How>* 
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1.  How  Juftly  may  we  adopt  the  Prophet's  words^ 
Who  is  a  God  like  unto  tha  *  /    Behold  and  admire 
his  goodnefs  !  Infinitely  happy  and  glorious  in  him* 
ftlf,  he  has  provided  for  the  comfort  of  thofe  who- 
were  rehels  againft  his  government,  and  tranfgref- 
fors  of  his  holy  law.     What  was  degenerate  Ifrael, 
and  what  are  we,  that  he  fliould  thus^  prevent  us- 
with  his  mercy,  remember  us  in  our  low  eftate,  and 
redeem  us  from  mifery,  in  fueh  a  way,  and  at  fuch 
a  price  1  Salvation  is  wholly  of  grace\\  not  only 
undefervedi  but  undefired  by  us,  till  he  is  pleafed  ta 
awaken  us  to  a  fenfe  of  our  need  ef  it.     And  then 
we  find  every  thing  prepared  that  our  wants  require^, 
or  our  wifhes  can  conceive ;  yea,  that  he  has  done 
exceedingly  beyond  what  we  could  either  afk  or 
think.     Salvation  is  wholly  of  the  Lord  ^,  and  bears 
thofe  fignatures  of  infinite  wifdom,  power,  and  good- 
nefs, which  diftinguifh  all  his  works  from  the  puny 
imitations  of  men.     It  is  every  way  wor4:hy  of  him« 
felf,  a  great,  a  free,  a  fuU,  a  fure  falvation.    It  is- 
great,  whether  we  confider  the  obj'eds^miferable  and 
Bell-deferving  finners  5  the  end,  the  reiloration  of 
fuch  alienated  creatures  to  his  image  and  favour^ 
to  immortal  life  and  happinefs  *,  or  ^e  means,  the 
incarnation,  humiliation,  fuiierings  and  death  of 
his  beloved  Son.     It  is  free,  without  exception  of 
perfons  or  cafes,  without  any  conditions  or  qualifi^ 
cations,  but  fuch  as  he  himfelf  performs  in  them> 
and  bellows  upon  them..   It  is  full,  including  every 
defirable  blef&ng;   pardon,  peace,  adoption,  pro— 
te£tion  and  guidance  through  this  world,  and  in^ 
the  world  to  come  eternal  life  and  happinefs,  in  the 
unclouded  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  the  favour 
and  love  of  God,  with  the  perfe&  and  perpetual 
♦xclufion  of  every  evil. 

2.  When  the  Lord  God,  who  knows  the  human 
iKart,  would  fpeak  comfort  to  it,  he  propofes  one 

obj^a, 
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obje£):,  and  only  one,  as  the  necefTury  and  all-fuifi« 
cient  fource  of  confolation.  This  is  Messiah.  Je- 
fus  in  his  perfon  and  o£cesy  known  and  received  by 
faith,  afFords  a  br.lm  for  every  wound,  a  cordial  for 
every  care.  If  we  admit  that  they  who  live  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  world,  can  make  a  poor  ihrft  ta  amufe 
themfelves,  and  be  .tolerably  fatisfied  in  a  ftate  of 
profpcrity,  while  every  thing  goes  on  according  to 
their  wifli ;  while  we  make  this  concefEon,  (which 
however  is  more  than  we  need  allow  them,  for  we 
know  that  no  (late  of  life  is  free  from  anxiety,  difap* 
pointment,  wearinefs,  and  difguft);  yet  we  mud  con- 
sider them  as  obje£ls  of  compafllon.  It  is  a  proof  of 
the  weaknefs  and  diforder  of  their  minds,  that  they 
are  capable  of  being  fatisfied  with  fuch  trifles.  Thus 
if  a  lunatic  conceives  his  cell  to  be  a  palace^  that  his^ 
chains  are  ornaments  of  gold,  if  he  calls  a  wreath  cf 
his  flraw  a  crown,  puts  it  on  his  head,  and  affe£ls 
the  language  of  majefly-r-we  do  not  fuppofe  the  poor 
creature  to  be  happy,  becaufe  he  tells  us  that  he  is 
ib  i  but  we  rather  confider  his  complacence  ia  his 
fituation,,  as  an  tffcQ.  and  proof  of  his  malady.  We 
pity  him,  and,  if  we  were  able,,  would  gladly  reftorc 
him  to  his  ienfes,  though  we  know  a  cure  would 
immediately  put  an  end  to  his  pleafing  delufions* 
But,  1  fay,  fuppofing  pr  admitting  the  world  could 
make  its  votaries  happy  in  a  ftate  of  profperity^  it 
will,  it  muft,  leave  them  without  refource  in  the 
day  of  trouble.  And  they  are  to  be  pitied  indeed^ 
who,  when  their  gourds  are  withered,  when  the 
defire  of  their  eyes  is  taken  from  them  with  a  ftroke> 
or  the  evil  which  they^moft  feared  touches  them,  or 
when  death  looks  them  clofcly  in  the  face,  have  no 
acquaintance  with  God,  no  accefs  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  but  being  without  Cbrift,  are  without  a  folid 
hope  of  good  hereafter,  though  they  are  forced  to 
feel  the  vanity  and  inconftancy  of  every  thing  here. 
But  tiktj  who  know  Mlssiab^,  who  beliere  in  him^. 
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and  partake  of  his  fpirit,  cannot  be  comfortlei^^ 
They  rccolledi  what  be  fnfiered  for  them,  they  know 
that  every  circumftance  and  event  of  life  is  under  his 
direftton,  and  defigned  to  work  for  their  good ;  that 
though  they  fow  in  tears,  they  (hall  foon  reap  in 
joy ;  and  therefore  they  poflefs  their  fouls  in  pa- 
tienoe,.  and  are  cheerful^  yea  comfortable^  under 
thofe  trying  difpenfations  of  Providence,  which 
when  they  tSzOl  the  lovers  of  pleafure,  too  often 
either  excite  in  thema  fpirit  of  prefumptuous mur- 
muring againft  the  will  of  God  j-  or  (ink  them  inta 
detpondency^  and  all  the  melancholy  train  of  evils^ 
attendant  on  thofe  who  langui(h^  and  pine  away^ 
.under  that  depreffion  of  fp.iritS).  emphatically  ftyledv 
a  broken  heart; 

3.  To  be  capable  of  the  comfort  tny  text  propofcs,. 
the  mind-muil  be  in  a  fuitable  difpofition.     A  free 
pardon  is  a  comfort  to  a  malefaAor,  but  it  implies  - 
guilt;  and  therefore  they  who  have  no  apprehenfion- 
that  they  have  broken  the  laws,  would  be  rather  of- 
fended than  comforted,  by  an  offer  of  pardon.    This 
isbne  principal  caufe  of  thatnegleft,  yea  contempt,  , 
which  the  goipel  of  the  grace  of  God  meets  with 
from  the  world.     If'  we  could  fuppofe  that  a  com- 
pany of  people  who  were  all  trembling  under  an^ 
apprchen(ion  of  his  difpleafure,  conftrained  to  con- 
fcfs'the  juftice  of  the  fentencc,  but  not  as  yet  in- 
formed of  anyway  to*efcape,  were  to  hear  this  mef- 
fage  for  the  firft  time,  and  to  be  fully  afTured  of  it&- 
truth  and  authority,  they  would  receive  it  as  life 
from  the  dead-  But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  for  want 
of  knowing,  themfelves,  and  their  real  (late  in  the 
fight  of  him  with  whom  they  have  to  do,  many  per- 
ibns,  who  have  received  pkafure  from  the  mufic  of 
the  Mejftahy  have  neither  found,  nor  cxpefted,  nor 
deiiced  to  fiudi  any  comfort  from  the  words. 
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The  HarbJngen 
IsikMHy  xl.  3. — 5. 

Til?  voiCf  of  him  that  crieth  In  the  nvildernefsi  Pre-^ 
^are  ye^  the  way  of'  the  Lord,  make  Jlraight  in  the 
defert  a^  high-way  for  our  God-  Every  valley  Jball 
he  exaUed^  and  every  mountain  and  hill  Jhall  bt 
made  lonu  ;  and  the  crooked  Jhall  he  made  Jlraight y 
and  the  rough  places  plain.  And  the  glory  of  the 
LordJbcdUhe  revecded^  and  all  Jtejb  Jball  fee  it  tog^-^ 
ther :  for  the  mouth  cf  the  Lord  hath  fpohn  it. 

THE  general  ftylt  of  the  prophecies  is  poeticaL. 
The  inimitable  fimpliclty  which  charaffcerizes 
every  part  of  dWine  Revelation,  is  divcrfificd  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  fubje^  \  and  the  magnifi- 
cence and  variety  of  imagery  which  conftitute  the 
life  and  fpirit  of  poetry,  evidently  diftinguiih  the 
ftyle  of  the  Pfalms,  of  Ifaiah,  and  the  other  poeti- 
cal  books,  from  that  o£  the  hidoricaJ,  even  in  the 
common  verlions.  The  various  rules  and  properties 
of  Hebrew  poetry  are  not,  at  this  diftance  of  time^ 
certainly  known.  But  the  prefentBifhop  of  Londdn, 
in  his  elegant  and  inilru£tive  leftureson  the  fubjed):, 
and  in  the  difcourfe  prefixed  to  his  tranflation  of 
Ifaiah,  has  fully  demondrated  one  property.  It 
ufually  confilts  cither  of  parallel,  or  contrafled  fen- 
tences.  .The  parallel  exprefTions  (excepting  in  the 
book  of  Proverbs),  are  mofl  prevalent.  In  thefe  the 
fame  thought,  fot  fubftance,  exprcfled  in  the  firft 
member,  is  repeated,  .with  (bme  difference  of  phrafe, 
in  the  following ;  which,  if  it  enlarges  or  confirms- 
the  import  of  what  went  before,  feldom  varies  the 
klea.     Aimoft  any  pafTage  I.  firft  caft  my  eye  upon,, 
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-will  ftifliciently  explain  my  meaning.  For  in  (lance, 
in  the  lixth  chapter  of  Ifaiah. 

Ver.  I.  Behold  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  Jbortenedi  that 
it  cannot  fave^ 
Neither  is  his  ear  heavy^  that  tt  cannot  hear*. 
Ver.  9*  Therefore  Is  judgment  Jar  from  us^ 
Neither  doth  jujiice  overtake  us  \ 
We  ivait  for  lights  but  behold  obfcurity^ 
For  brightnefsy  but  ive  walk  in  darknefs* 
So  in  chap.  Iv. 
Ver.  2.  Wherefore  do  ye  Jpend  money  for  that  which  ir 
not  bread  ; 
And  your  labour  for  that  which  fat  isfieth  not? 
Hearken  diligently  unt^  mcy  and  eat  ye  that 

which  is  goody 
And  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fainefs. 
So  likewife  in  Pfalm  ii.. 
Ver.  4.  He  thatftteth  in  the  heavens ffmll  laugh  r 

The  Lordfhall  have  them  in  derifion. 
Ver.  5.  Then  fhall  he  fpeak  unto  them,  in  his  wrath^. 
And  vex  them  in  his  fore  difpleafure. 

Thefe  fpecimens  may  fuffice  for  my  prefent  pur-s- 
pofe.  The  knowledge  of  tliis  peculiari  ty  of  the  poe  - 
tical  idiom,  may  often  fave  us  the  trouble  of  enqui- 
ring minutely  into  the  meaning  of  every  finglc  word,., 
when  one  plain  and  comprehenfive  fenfe  arifes  from 
a  view  of  the  whole  paffage  taken  together.  This 
obfervation  applies  to  the  firft  of  the  verfes  in  my^ 
text.  Though  it  be  true  that  John  the  Baptift  lived 
for  a  feafon  retired  and  unnoticed  in  a  wildernefs, 
and  began  to  preach  in  the  wildcrnefs  of  Judca,  the 
cxpreffion.  The  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  the  wilder^ 
nefsf  does  not  merely  foretell  that  circumftance.  The 
tcrfe  confifts  of  two  parallels.  The  prophet,  rapt  into- 
future  times,  hears  a  voice  proclaiming  the  approach^ 
«£  Messiah^  and  this  is  the  majeilic  language. 
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In  the  wldermfs  prepare  ye  the  nvayofthi  Lord  : 
Makejlraight  in  the  defert  a  highway  for  our  God* 

The  wildernefs  and  the  defert  arc  the  fame  here, 
as  likewife  in  chap.  xxxv.  where  the  happy,  the 
fudden,  the  unexpected  efFefls  of  his  appearanct 
are  defcribed. — 

ne  ivildernefs  and  the  folitary  place Jball  he  glady 
And  the  defer  tjhall  rejoice^  and  hlojfom  as  the  rofe. 

Now  to  fee,  by  the  eye  of  faith,  the  glory  of  the 
Redeemer  in  his  appearance  \  to  fee  Power  dirine 
preparing  the  way  before  him ;  to  enter  into  the 
gracious  and  wonderful  defign  of  his  falvation  \  to 
acknowledgei  admire,  and  adore  him.  as  the  Lordj 
and  humbly  to  claim  him  as  our  God,  muft  afford 
a  pleafure  very  different  from  that  which  the  moft 
excellent  muGc,  however  well  adapted  to  the  wordsj 
can  pof&bly  give.  The  latter  may  be  reliflied  by  a 
worldly  mind  ;  the  former  is  appropriate,  and  can 
only  be  enjoyed  by  thofe  who  are  taught  of  God. 

When  the  Eaftern  monarchrtrav^lled,  harbingers 
went  before  to  give  notice  that  the  King  was  upon 
the  road,  and  likewife  proper  perfons  to  prepaVe  his 
way,  and  to  remove  obftacles*  Some  of  them,  (if 
we  may  depend  upon  hiflory),  in  the  affectation  of 
difplaying  their  pomp  and  power,  effc£led  extraor- 
dinary things  upon  fuch  occafions.  For  man,  tho' 
vain,  would  appear  Wif  ;  though  a  finful  worm,  he 
.jvrould  fain  be  accounted  Great,  We.  read  of  their 
having  actually  filled  up  vallies,  and  levelled  hills, 
to  make  a  commodious  road,  for  themfelves  or  their 
armies,  through  places  otherwife  impaffable.  The 
prophet  thub  illultrates  great  things  by  fmall,  and 
accommodates  the  language  and  ufages  of  men  to 
divine  truth.  M essi  ah  is  about  to  vilit  a  wildernefs 
world,  and  thofe  parts  of  it  which  he  bleffes  witlr 
his  prefence,  (hall  become  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 
Till  then  it  is  all  dcfolate,  rocky,  and  wild.    But  his 
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way  (hall  be  prepared.  Mountainous  difficulties 
fliall  fink  down  before  him  into  plains.  In  defi- 
ance of  all  obflacles^  his  glory  ihall  be  revealed  in 
the  wildemefs^  and  all-  flefli  (hall  fee  itj  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it. 

The  leading  ideas  refpeding  Messiah's  appear- 
ance, fuggefted  by  thi&  fublime  repr^fentation,  are,. 

I.  The  (late  of  tlie  world  at  his  coming — A  %vil» 
dernejs* 

II.  The  preparation  <rf  his  way.     Every  valley 
Jhall  he  exalted^  and  every  mountain^  and  hill  Jball  he- 
made  lov/. 

IIL  The  manner  and  efi<e£ls  of  his  manifeftatton*- 
And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  Jhalh  he  revealed^  and  ail 
fejb  Jball  fee  ii. 

h  The  word  mldernefsy  I  fuppofe,  generally  cxk 
cites  the  idea  of  an  intricate)  folitary,  uncultivated, 
dangerous  place.  Such  is  the  defcription  Jeremiah 
gives  of  that  wil'dernefe  through  which  the  Lord  led 
Ifrael,  when  he  had  delivered  them  from  Egypt.  A 
hnd  of  defirts  jand  of  pitSy  a  land  of  drought  and  of 
the  Jbadow  of  deaths  a  land  that  no  man  paffetb 
through^  and  nvhere  no  man  dwelt  *•  The  world,  in 
which  we  fojoum  for  a  feafon,  does  not  appear  to  us 
in  thi&  unpleafing  view  at  firft.  The  fpirit,  and  the 
•things  of  tty  are  congenial  to  our  depraved  inclina- 
tions ;  and  efpecially  in- early  life,  our  unexperien* 
ced  hearts  form  high  expedations  fronvit;  and  we 
rather  hope  to  find  it  a  paradife  than  a  wildernefs^ 
But  when  the  convincing  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
opens  the  eyes*  of  the  underilanding,  we  awake  as^ 
from  a  dream ;  the  enchantment  by  which  we  were 
deluded  is  broken,  and  we  then  begin  to  judge  right- 
ly of  the  world}  that  it  is  a  wearifome  wtidernefs 
indeed,  and  that  our  only  important  concern  with  it 
IS  to  get  happily  out  of  it.  I|i  a  fpiritual  view,  a  wil- 
derncfs  is  a  fignificant  emblem  of  the  (late  of  man- 
kind^ both  Jews  and  Heathens,  at  that  period  which 
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the  apoftle  calls  the  fulnefs  of  time,  when  God  fent 
forth  his  Son  *, 

Ifraely  once  the  beloved  people  of  God,  was  at 
that  time  fo  extremely  degenerated,  that,  a  few  in- 
dividuals excepted,  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  fo 
highly  cultivated,  fo  lignally  protedled,  yielded  only^ 
wild  grapes  f .     Though  they  were  not  addided  to 
imitate  die  idolatry  of  the  Heathens,  as  their  forefa- 
thers, had  been,,  they  were  no  lefs  alienated  from  the 
true  God;  and  their  wickednefs  was  the  more  aggra- 
vated, for  b^ing  pra£lifed  under  a  prof e fled  attach- 
ment to  the  forms  of  his  law.     They  drew  nigh  to 
God  with  -their  lips,  hut  their  hearts  were  far  from 
him  X»     Their  very  worfhip  profaned  the  temple  in 
which  they  gloried,  and  the  holy  houfe  of  prayer, 
through  their  abominations,  was  become  a  den  of 
thieves.     They  owned  the  divine  authority  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  read  them  with  feeming  attention,^ 
but  rendered  them  of  hone  eflFefl,  thro''  the  greater 
attention  they  paid  to  the  corrupt  traditions  of  their 
elders.     They  boafted  in  their  relation  to  Abraham, 
as  their  father,  but  proved  themfelves  to  be  indeed, 
the  children  of  thofe  who  had  pcrfecuted  and  mur- 
.  dercd  the  prophets  ||.     The  Scribes  and  Pharifees,* 
who  fat  in  the  chair  of  Mofes,  and  were  the  public 
teachers  of  the  people,  under  an  exterior  garb  of 
Ihnftity,^,  of  prayer,,  and  faftingy  were  guilty  of  op/-    ' 
preiiion,^  iraud,  and  iincleannefs*,   and  while  they 
trolled,  in  themfelves  that  they  were  righteous,  and 
defpifcd  others,  their  real  character  was  a  comhina-^ 
tion  of  pride  and  liypocrify.     Therefore  he  who 
knew  their,  hearts,  and  law  through  all  their  difgui- 
fes,   compared  them  to  painted  fepulchres,  fair  to 
outward  appearance,  but  within  full  of  filth  and  im* 
purity  §.     From  the  fpirit  of  thefe  blind  guides^  we 
may  judge  of  the  fpirit  of.  the  blind  people  who  held 

them. 
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them  in  admiration,  and  were  willingly  dirc£led  and 
led  by  them.  Thus  was  the  faithful  city  become  a 
harlot;  it  was  once  full  of  judgment ;  righteoufnefs 
lodged  in  it,  but  now  murderers  *.  Such  a  wilder- 
nefs  was  Judea  when  Messiah  condefcended  to  vi- 
fit  it. 

Among  theheathens,  ignorance,  idolatry,  fenfuall- 
ty,  and  cruelty  univerfally  prevailed.  Their  pretend- 
ed wife  men  had,  indeed,  talked  of  wifdom  and  mo- 
rality from  age  to  age ;  but  their  fpeculations  were 
no  more  than  fwcUing  words  of  vanity,  cold,  trifling, 
uncertain,  and  without  any  valuable  influence,  either 
upon  thcmfelves  or  upon  others.  They  had  philofo- 
phers,  poets,  orators,  muficians,  and  artiils,  eminent 
in  their  way  *,  but  the  nations  reputed  the  mod  civi- 
lized were  overwhelmed  with  abominable  wicked- 
nefs  equally  with  the  reft.  The  fhocking  cflFea  of 
their  idolatry  upon  their  moral  principles  and  con- 
duct, notwithftanding  their  attainments  in  arts  and 
fcience,  is  defcribed  by  the  apoftle  in  the  clofe  of 
the  firft  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans.  With 
great  propriety  therefore  the  ftatc  of  the  world,  both 
Jew  and  Gentile,  confidered  in  a  moral  view,  is  com- 
pared by  the  prophet  to  a  wildernefs— a  barren  and 
dreary  wafte.  The  purfuits  and  praftices  of  the 
world  were  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  fpirit  and 
defign  of  that  kingdom  which  M£ss;.>h  was  about 
to  fet  up ;  and  therefore,  as  the  event  proved,  di- 
re6lly  difpofed  to  withfland  his  progrefs.     But, 

II.  Before  his  appearance  a  way  was  prepared 
for  him  in  the  wildernefs. 

The  providence  of  God,  by  a  gradual  train  of  dif- 
penfations,  difpofed  the  political  ftate  of  mankind  in 
a  fubferviency  to  this  great  tvent.  All  the  commo- 
tions and  revolutions  which  take  place  in  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth,  are  fo  many  detached  p^rts  of  a 
complicated  but  wifely  determined  plan,  of  which  the 

eftablifh- 
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^(tablifhment  of  Messiah's  kingdom  is  the  finat 
caufe.    The  kings  and  poKticians  of  the  world  are 
not  aware  of  this.     Gk)d  is  not  in  their  thoughts. 
But  while  they  purfuc  their  own  ends,  and  make 
havock  of  the  peace  of  mankind,  to  gratify  their  o,wn 
interelis  and  ambition,  and  look  no  higher^  they  are 
ignorantly,  and  without  intention,  ading  as  inflru- 
ments  of  the  will  of  God.     The  wrath  of  man  is 
over-ruled  to  his  praifeandhispurpofe*,  and  fucceeds 
fo  far  as  it  is  inftrumental  to  the  accomplifliment  of 
his  dedgns,  and  no  farther.     While  they  move  in 
this  line,  their  fchcmes,  however  injudicioufly  laid, 
and  whatever  difproportion  there  may  feem  between 
the  means  they  are  pofTefied  of  and  the  vaft  obje£ls 
they  aim  at,  profper  beyond  their  own  expectations; 
but  the  remainder  of  their  wrath  he  will  reflrain* 
Their  beft  projefted  and  bed  fupported  cnterprifes 
liTue  in  (hame  and  difappointment,  if  they  are  not 
necefiary  parts  of  that  chain  of  caufes  and  events 
which  the  Lord  of  all  has  appointed.    Thus  Senna- 
cherib, when  fent  by  the  God  whom  he  knew  not 
to  execute  his  difpleafure  againft  the  kingdom  of 
Judah,  had,  for  a  time,  a  rapid  and  uninterrupted 
feries  of  conqueftsf :  but  his  attempt  upon  Jerufalem 
was  beyond  the  limits  of  his  commiffion,  and  there- 
fore failed.     Among  the  principal  inftruments  who 
were  appointed  to  prepare  a  way  in  the'  wildemefs^ 
for  Messiah,  and  to  facilitate  the  future  fpread  of  his 
kingdom,  we  may  take  notice  of  Alexander;  and  this 
defignation  fecured  his  fuccefs,  though  the  extrava** 
gancies,  excefles,  and  raihnefs,  which  marked  his  cha- 
rafkcr,  were  fufficient  to  have  rendered  his  under- 
takings abortive,  had  he  not  been  in  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  of  hoils,  as  an  ax  or  a  faw  in  the  hand  of  the 
workman.     By  his  conquefts  the  knowledge  of  the 
Greek  language  was  diffufed  among  many  nations; 

and 
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and  the  Hebrew  fcriptures  being  foon  afterwards 
tranflated  into  that  language,  an  expectation  of  fomt 
,great  deliverer  was  raifed  far  and  wide,  before  Mes- 
siah appeared.  When  this  fervice  was  fulfilled,  the 
liaughty  prefuinptuous  worm  who  had  been  employ- 
ed in  it,  was  no  longer  neccflary,  and  therefore  was 
foon  laid  afide  ;  and  all  his  proud  defigns,  for  the 
eftablifliment  of  his  own  family  and  dominion,  pe- 
rilhed  with  him.  His  empire  was  divided  towards 
the  four  winds  of  heaven,  and  this  diviTion  likewife 
contributed  tobrii\g  forward  the  putpofc  of  God  *. 
For  each  of  the  four  "kingdoms  eftablilhed  by  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  being  thus  feparated,  became  a  more  e^fy 
prey  to  the  Roman  power.  This  power,  which  had 
been  gradually  increafing  and  extending  in  the  courfe 
of  feveral  hundred  years,  was  at  the  height  about  the 
time  of  our  Lord's  birth.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
habitable  earth  which  was  at  that  lime  di(lin£lly 
Icnown,  was  united  under  one  empire,  cbmpofed  of 
various  kingdoms  and  governments,  which,  though 
once  independent  and  confiderable,  were  then  no 
more  than  Roman  provinces ;  and  as  all  the  provinces 
had  an  immediate  connexion  with  Rome,  a  way 
was  thus  prepared,  and  an  intereourfe  opened  on 
every  fide,  for  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel- 

Amorg  the  Jews,  the  profeffing  people  of  God,  a 
way  u  as  prepared  for  Messiah  by  the  miniftry  of  his 
harbinger,  John  the  Baptift,  who  came  in  the  fpirit 
and  power  of  Elijah,  (as  had  been  foretold  of  him  by 
the  pr'Oj)hets,  particularly  by  the  laft  of  die  prophets, 
Malachi),  preaching  the  baptifm  of  repentance  for  the 
remiffion  of  hns,  and  proclaiming  that  the  Saviour 
and  his  kingdom  were  at  hand.  He  who  fent  him 
aecompanied  his  miflion  with  a  divine  power.  A 
multitude  of  perfons,  of  various  defer iptions,  were 
imprefled  by  his  mefTage,  infomuch  that  John  him- 
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feif  feems  to  have  been  aftoniflied  at  the  numbers 
smd  charaQers  of  thofe  who.  came  to  his  baptifm. 

When  the  miniftry  of  John  had  thus  previoufljr 
difpofed  the  minds  of  many  for  the  reception  of  Mes- 
siah, and  engaged  the  attention  of  the  people  at  large^ 
Messiah  himfdf  entered  upon  his  public  office,  ^n 
the;fame  fcene  and  among  the  fame  people.  As  he 
incte^ed,  John  willingly  deer eafed.  So  the  morning 
ftarceafes  to  be  feen  as  the  fun  advances  above  the 
horizon.  SThis  diftinguiflied  fervant  of  God  having 
finifhed  hts  .work)  was  removed  to  a  better  world* 
Not  in. the. triumphant  manner  in  which  Elijah  was 
tranflated,  but  as  he  came  to^announce  a  new  difpen- 
fation,  under  which  believers  were  to  exped  oppo- 
fition  and  ill  treatment,  to  walk  t^y  faith,  ?.nd  fre« 
quently  to  be  called  to-feal  their  teftimony  with  tKeir 
blood,  he  was  permitted  to  /fall  a  facrifice  to  <he  re- 
venge of  a  Wjanton  woman^i  and  though  we  are  af- 
fured  that  none  of  the  race  oi  Adam  was  greater  in 
the  eftimation.of  Godthanhe,  his  death  was  aiked 
and  procured  as  the  reward  of  an  idle  dance  *. 

JIL  The:Iatter  part  of  my  te^ct  defcribes  the  man- 
ner $md  iqamediate  e0e49.s  of  Messiah's  appearance 
-during  bis  perfonal  miniftry,  with  an  intimation  of 
its  future  ,and  more  ejctenfive  confequehces. 

Ihe  medUet  Jbali  -be  exalted.  A  valley  is  an  em- 
blem of  aiow  condition.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
moft  of  our  Lord's  followers ;  but  his  notice  and  fa- 
vour exalted  them  highly.  He  came  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  the  poor,  to  fill  the  hungry  with  good  things, 
^o  fave  the  chief  of  fmners,  to  open  a  door  of  hope 
and  falvation  to  perfons  of  the  vileft  and  moft  dcfpi- 
cable, charafters  in  human  eftimation.  Such,  for  in- 
ftance,  was  the  wom^n  mentioned  by  the  evangelift 
JLiuke  f .  ThePharifee  thought  our  Lord  diflionour- 
ed  himfelf  by  permitting  fuch  a  one  to  touch  him, 

nor 
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nor  had  (he  a  word  to  fay  in  her  own  behalf.  But 
the  compaffionate  Saviour  highly  exalted  her^  when 
he  vouchfafed  to  plead  her  caufe,  to  exprefs  his  gra- 
cious acceptance  of  her  tears  and  love,  and  to  afiure 
her  that  her  fins,  though  many,  were  all  forgiven. 
Very  low  likewife  was  the  ftate  of  the  malefa^or  on 
the  crofs  \  he  had  committed  great  crimes,  was  fuf* 
fering  grievous  torments,  and  in  the  very  jaws  of 
death*".  But  grace  vifited  his  heart,  he  was  plucked 
as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire,  and  exalted  to  paradife  and 
glory.  The  world  accounts  the  proud  happy,  and 
honours  the  covetous  if  they  be  profperous.  But 
true  honour  cometh  from  God.  They  who  are  par- 
takers of  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel^  and  have 
intereft  in  the  precious  promifes,  are  indeed  the 
rich,  the  happy,  the  excellent  of  the  eatth,  however 
they  may  be  unnoticed  or  defpifed  by  their  fellow- 
creatures.  The  honour  of  places  likewife  is  to  be 
confidered  in  this  light.  Bethlehem,  though  but  of 
little  note  among  the  thoufands  of  Judah,  was  ren- 
dered more  illuftrious  by  the  birth  of  Messiah,  than 
Babylon  or  Rome.  The  Galileans  were  held  in  con- 
tempt by  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  as  a  mean  and 
provincial  people ;  but  the  places  in  Galilee,  v/hich 
our  Liord  frequently  vifited,  or  where  he  fometimes 
refided,  are  fpoken  of  as  exalted  unto  heaven,  by  the 
honour  and  privilege  of  hisprefence,  though  fome  of 
them  were  no  more  than  fifhing  towns.  And  fo  at 
this  day,  if  we  have  fpiritual  difcemment,  we  fhali 
judge,  that  a  little  village, where  the  gofpel  is  known, 
prized,  and  adorned  by  a  fuitable  converfation,has  a 
dignity  and  importance  far  preferable  to  all  the  pa- 
rade of  a  wealthy  metropolis,  if  deftitute  of  the  like 
privileges. 

On  the  contrary.  Every  mountain  and  hilljhall  he 
brought  low.    Messiah  came  to  pour  contempt  on 
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a!l  human  glory.    He  dete^ied  the  wickedhefSjatid 
confoumled  the  pride  of  the  Scribes  and  Phatifees^ 
and  rulers ;  and  made  it  appear,  that  what  is  high- 
ly cftecmcd  among  men,  to  v^vikov^  the  fummit  of 
their  boafted  cxcellexicy>  is  worthlcfs,  yea,  abomi- 
nation in  the  fight  of  God*.     And  by  living  him- 
felf  in  a  ftate  of  poverty,  and  affociating  chieflv 
with  poor  people,  he  placed  the  vanity  of  the  dii- 
tin£):ions  and  affluence  which  mankind  generally 
admire  and  envy,  in  the  mod  ftriking  and  humili* 
ating  light.     Such  likewife  was  and  will  be  the  ef- 
£tGt  of  his  gofpeL     When  faithfully  preached,  It 
is  found  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down 
ftrong  holds,  high  thoughts,  and  every  fpecies  of 
fdf  •exaltation.    When  the  convincing  word  touches 
theheart,  ithas  an  cStOi  like  the  hand- writing  which 
BeKhazzar  faw  upon  the  wall  f .    In  that  day  the 
lofty  looks  of  man  are  humbled,  and  his  haughti* 
nefs  bowed  down  ^  >  he  dares  no  longer  plead  the 
goodnefs  of  his  heart,  or  truft  to  the  work  of  hia 
hands.    A  fehfe  of  fbrgivenefs  and  acceptance  thro? 
the  Beloved,  received  by  faith  in  his  atonement 
lajrs  him  ilill  lower ;  he  now  renounces  as  Io(s,  foi: 
the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  the 
Lord,  alt  that  lie  once  efteemed  his  gain,  and  i^ 
glad  that  he'  has  nothing  to  truft  or  glory  in  but 
the  crofs  $.    Farther,  every  mountain  that  oppofes 
the  kingdom  of  Messiah,  in  due  time  muft  fink 
into  a  plain  j{.    Though  the  nations  rage,  and  the 
rulers  take  counfel  together,  lie  who  fitteth  ia  the 
heavens  will  fupport  and  maintain  his  own  woricj^ 
and  all  their  power  and  policy  ihall  fall  before  It. 

The  cooked Jball  be  made Jiraight^and  the  rcugh  placet 

fmooth.    Jtle  came  to  rtOMy  the  perverfe  di^fitiott. 

of  the  hearts  of  men,  to  foften  and  fubdue  their  ob« 

ftinate  fpirits^  and  to  form  to  himfelf  a  willing  people 
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in  the  day  of  his  power.  The  Jewifti  teachers*  bjr 
their  traditions  and  will-worfhip,  had  given  an  ap- 
parent obliquity  to  the  ftraight  and  perfe£l  rule  oiF 
the  law  of  God,  and  deformed  the  beauties  of  ho- 
finefs,  binding  heavy  burdens,  and  grievous  to  be 
borne,  upon  the  confcience  ;  but  he  vindicated  the 
law  from  their  corrupt  gloffes,  and  made  the  path 
of  obedience  plain,  practicable,  and  pkafant. 

^hus  the  glory  of  the  Lord  ivas  repealed.  Not  to 
every  eye;*  many,  prejudiced  by  his  outward  ap- 
pearance,  and  by  the  low  miftaken  views  the  Jews 
indulged  of  the  office  and  kingdom  of  Messiah, 
whom  theycxpefted,  could  fee  no  form  or  excel- 
lence in  him,  that  they  fiiould  defire  him ;  but  his 
(Sifciples  could  fay.  We  beheld  his  glory* ^  He  fpake 
with  authority.  His  word  was  power.  He  control- 
led the  elements,  he  raifed  the  dead.  He  knew, 
and  revealed,  and  judged  the  thoughts  of  mens 
hearts.  He  forgave  (in,  and  thus  exercifed  the 
fights  and  difplayed  the  perfeflions  of  divine  fo- 
y^reignty  in  his  own  perfon,  £ut  the  prophecy 
Idbks  forward  to  future  times^  After  his  afcen- 
fion  he  filled  his  apoftles  and  difciplcs  with  light 
and  power,  and  Cent  them  forth  in  all  dircdVions 
to  proclaim  his  love  and  grace  to  a  finful  world. 
Then,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was  revealed,  and 
fpread  from  one  kingdom  to  another  people.  We 
ftill  wait  for  the  full  accomplifhment  of  this  pro- 
rnife,  and  expedi  a  time  when  the  virhole  earth 
{hall  be  filled  with  his  glory  :  For  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord  hath  fpokea  it.  -.  It  is  to  the  power  of 
his  word  that  Nve  owe  the, continuance  of  day  and 
night,  and  the  regular  return  of  the  feafons  of  the 
year.  But  thefe  appointments  are  only  for  a  limits 
ed  term  ;  the  hour  is  coming,  when  the  frame  of 
fifaturc  (hall  be  diflblved.  Heaven  and  earth  fhrll 
pafs  away  ;  but  not  a  jot  or  tittle  of  what  he  hath 
•  ^  declared 
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declared  concerning  his  Mngdoo^  of  grace  fhall  fail| 
till  the  whole  be  ful^lled. 

Thofe  of  you  ^ho  have  heard  the  Meffiah  will  do 
well  to  retoUe^t,  Whether  you  were  affected  by  fuch 
thoughts  as  thefe  while  this  pafiage  was  performed  ; 
or  whether  you  were  ijnly  captivated  by  the  mufic, 
and.  paid  no  more  regard 40  the  words  than  if  they 
%ai^  no  meaning.  They*  ate,  however^  the  great 
truths  of  God,  May  they  engage  your  ferious  aO>- 
tention,  -now  they  are  thus  fet  before  you  I     « 
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The  Shaking  of  the  Heavens  and  the  Eartii* 

Hapg4^  iu  6,  7. 

%husfmh  thf  L^rd  of  hfi/b^  Tet  once^  tU  is  a  ItttU,. 
HuhilCi  and  I  wUjhake  thfi  heuyem^  jind  the  cartMf 
and  ihefeoy  and  the  dry  land :  jjind  I  tui/I  Jbahe 
all  nations^  and  the  deftre  of  all^  nations  Jhail  come^ 
and  1  will  fill  this  houfe  fvith  glory  ^  faith  tht  JLord 
of  hofis. 

GOD  {hook  the  earth  whenr  he  proclaimed  his 
law  to  Ifrael  from  Sinai.  The  defcription, 
though  very  fimple,  prefents  to  our  thoughts  a  fcene 
unfpeakably  majefttc>  grand,  and  awful.  The 
xnountaitv  waft  in  flames  at,  the  top,  and  trembled  to 
its  bafis  *.  Dark  clouds,  thunderings,  and  light* 
^ings  filled  the  air.  The  hearts  of  the  people,  of 
the  whole  people,  trembled  likewife  \  and  even 
Mofes  himfelf  faid,  /  exceedingly  fear  and  quake. 
Then,  as  the  apoftle,  referring  to  this  paflage,  ob- 
ferves.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  (hook  the  earth  f , 
But  the  prophet  here  fpeaks  of  another,  a  greater, 
a  more  important,  and  extenGve  concufiton.  Yet 
once  a  little  while,  and  I  will  (hake  not  the  earth 
iOnljr,  butvthe  heavens. 

If  wc  really  believe  that  the  fcriptures  are  true, 
that  the  propnecies  were  delivered  by  holy  mon, 
^ho  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
and  that  they  (hall  all  be  certainly  fulfilled ;  how 
ftudious  (hould  we  be  to  attain  a  right  underftand- 
~4ng  of  paflages  and  events,  in  which  we  are  fo  near« 
ly  interefted,  that  our  hearts  may  be  duly  aiTeded 

by 
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l»y  ^fn?    Bdt,  -ala^!    experience  jand  obrervatioit 
^OQgly  confif  m  the  remark  of  the  poet,^  ^ 

M^n^i^e  tat  cbUdren  of  a  larger  £r6%aih. 

If  '^u  put  a  telefcope  into  the  hands  of  a  childy 
he  wUI  probkbly  adxirire  the  outfide,  efpecialiy  if  it 
he  fiyely  ornamented.  But  the  ufe  of  it,  in  giving 
a  more  d^n£t  view  of  diftant  objed$,  is  what  the 
child  has  no  conception  ofir  The  mufic  of  tht  Mif-^ 
JUh  i$  but  antyrnament  of  tbe  ^ih>rdS|  which  have  a 
ytxj  weighty  fefife.  This  fenfe  no  mojic  can  ex- 
plain, and  when  r^htly  underllood,  urill  have  fuch 
an  efi<e6b  a$  no  mufic  can  {nroduce.  That  the  mu- 
fic Q^thc  M^ab  has  a  great  e£fe£l:  in  its  own  kin4» 
I  can  eikfily  belicTe.  Xh^ncients,  to  defcribe  the 
po*irer  of  the  mafic  df  Orpn^us,  pretend,  that  when 
tte  played  upon  his  harg^  the  wUd  beafts  thronged^ 
around  him  to  llften,  and  feemed  to  forget  their 
natti^al  fie^enefs.  Sui^  expreffions  are  figuratirey 
andjfefigned  to  intimate,  that  by  his  addrefs  and 
ififtru^iofis,  iie  civWzed^ien  of  fierce  and  favage 
^  diipofitions.  But  if  we  njpre  to  allow  the  account 
^'  to  be  true  in  the  literal  fenfe,  I  (hould  (till  fuppofe 
r*  that  the  ^itd  beads  were  vtffcdMhy  his  mufic  only 
while  they  heard  it,  and  that  it  did  not  actually 
change  their  natures,  and  lender  lions  and  tigers 
gentle  as^mbs,  from  that  time  forward.  Thus  I 
can  allow,  that  they  who  heard  the  Mejftab  might 
be  greatly  imprefied  during  the  performance ;  but 
^en  it  was  ended,  I  fuppofe  they  would  retain 
the  very  fame  difpofitions  they  had  before  it  began«,. 
And  many^I  fear,  were  no  more  afle£led  by  this 
fublime  d^mlhation  of  the  Lord's  defign  to  (hake 
the  heavens  and*  the  earth,  than  they  would  have 
been,  if  tlve  fame  mufic  had  been  fet  to  the  words 
•f  a  common  ballad. 

The  Jews,  when  they  returned  from  captitity,  and 
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undertook  ta  r^l^aiki  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  met 
with  many,  difcouEsigcmcnts.  They  were  dtfturbed 
by  the  cppofition  and  arts  of  their  enemies,  who  at 
one  time  fo  Tar  prevailed,  as  to  compel  them,  for 
-  a  feafan,  to  intermit  the  work.  And  when  the 
.  foundation  of  the  temple  was  laid,  the  joy  o*thofe 
who  hoged  foon  to  fee  the  folemn  worihip  of  God" 
fcftored,  was  damped  by  the  grief  of  others,  i^who- 
remembered  the  magniikence  of  the  firft  temple, 
and  w4i|>t  to  think  how  far  «ie  fecond  temple  would 
come  fhort  of  it*.  In  thefccircumftances,  the  pro- 
phets Haggai  and  Zechariah  werefent  ta  animate 
the  people  by  a  promife,  that  inferior  as  the  fecond 
temple  might  appear,  compared  with  that  which^ 
Solomon  built,  the  glory  of  the  latter  houfe  fbould 
be  greater  than  the  glorvpf  ihe  fornierf.  Hadthis> 
depended  upon  a  profunon  of  filver  and  gold,  the 
"Lord  could  have  provided  |t  j  for  the  Jiher  is  mne^ 
and  the  gold  is  mine  y  faith  the  Lord  of  ho/Is,  But  the 
glory  fpoken  of  was  of  a  different  kind.  ^  The  pre* 
fence  of  Messiah  in  the  fecond  temple^  ^uld 
render  it  far  more  honoujrtfclc  and  glorious,  though, 
lefs  pompous,  than  the  ^emple  of  Solomofi ;  and  -  . 
would  be  attended  with  greater  confequences,  than-  "  '' 
even  the  manifeftation  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  on  •- 
Mount  Sinai.  Then  he  only  fliook  the  earth ;  but 
under  the  fecond  temp^p,  he.  would  (hake  the  hea^ 
Yens  and  the  earth,  the  fca  and  the  drj^ land,  to.^ 
introduce  the  kingdom  of  Messlah. 
We  may  con (ider  from  the  words, 

I.  Acharafber  of  Messiah:    1h  D^tt-e  of  all 
nations* 

II.  The  effefts  of  his,  appearance :  Shaking  the. 
h  aven^  and  the  earth,  ^ 

III.  tiis  filling  iht  houfe  wth  glory.     This  clofe  o€ 
vcr>  7.  is  not  in  the  paffage  fet  to  mufic,  but  as  it 
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k  an  eminent  part  of  the  prophecy,  I  flrall  not  ex- 
clude it 

I.  Messiah  is  ftyled,  The  Deftre  of  all  natlont. 
The  propriety  of  this  title  may  be  iiluftrated  by  two 
eonfiderations. 

I.  Before  h€  came  into  the  world  to  favc  finners,. 
an  expectation  prevailed  in  many  nations,  that  d 
great  deliverer  and  friend  of  mankind  was  at  hand. 
This  was,  perhaps,  partly  the  efFeft  of  fome  ancient 
traditions  founded  on  the  promifes  of  God  refpefik- 
ing  the  feed  of  the  woman,  the  traces  of  which> 
though  much  corrupted  by  the  addition  of  fables, 
were  not  worn  out — ^but  might  be  chiefly  owing  to 
feveral  difpcrfions  of  the  people  of  Ifrael,  and  im- 
perfeA  notices  derived  from  the  fcriptures  in  their 
hands.  The  Tenfe  of  many  prophecies  concerning 
Messiah,  though  mifapplied,  is  remarkably  cxpref- 
fed  in  a  fliort  poem  of  Virgil,  written  a  few  years 
before  our  Saviour's  birth.  This  eclogue,  of  whicK 
we  have  a  beautiful  imitation  in  our  own  language 
by  Mr  Pope,  affords  a  fuiBcient  prqof  that  th^  hea- 
thens had  an  idea  of  fome  iiluftrious  perfonage,  who 
would  fliortly  appear,  and  reftorc  peace,  profperity, 
and  all  the  bleffings  of  their  imaginary  golden  age 
to  mankind.  The  miferies  and  evils  with  which  the 
world  was  filled,  made  the  interpo(ition  of  fuch  a 
deliverer  highly  defiraUe*  There  were  even  a  few 
among  the  heathens,  fuch  as  Socrates  and  his  imme- 
diate difciples,  who  feem>  to  have  felt  the  ncceffity 
of  a  divine  teacher ;-  and  to  be  fenfible  that  man, 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  was  too  depraved,  and  too  ig- 
norant)  to  be  either  able  or  dtfpofed  to  worfliip 
God  acceptably  without  one.  ^Riere  is  reafon  to 
b  Aeve,  that  the  Revelation  which  we  enjoy,  though 
defpifcd  by  too  many  who  aff:£t  to^be  called  phiio- 
fbphers  in  modern  times,  would  •  have  been  highly 
priced  by  the  wifeft  and  belt  of  the  philofophers  of 
antiqjiiity.     Socrates  thought  men  were  not  capable 
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of  knowing  and  cxprefllng  their  own  wants,  nox  oi 
alking  what  was  good  for  them  telvef,  unlefs  it  fhonl4 
pleafe  God  to  fend  them  an  inftru£lor  from  heaven, 
to  teach  them  how  to  pray.     And  therefore, 

2.  Th«  need  that  ail  nations  had  of  fuch  a  Sari* 
our,  is  fuficient  to  eitablifl>  his  right  to  this  tit|e^ 
admitting  they  had  no  knowledge  or  expef^atipaof 
hxm.  If  WC'  could  fuppofe  a  nation  involved  for 
ages  m  the  darknefs  of  nigat,  though  they  had  no 
previous  notion  of  light,  yet  light  might  be  faid 
■to  he  their  defire,  becaufe  the  light,  whenever  they 
^ould  enioy  it,  would  put  an  end  to  their  calamity, 
would  anfwer  their  wants,  and  in  that  fenfe  accom* 
plifli  their  wi0ies ;  for  if  they  could  not  dire&hr 
wi(h  for  light,  they  would  naturally  wifli  for  relieu 
The  heathens  were  miierably  bewildered.  They 
had  a  thirft  for  happinefs,  whfch  could  not  1^  Cati^ 
£ed  by  any,  or  all  Uie  expedients  and  purfuita  with- 
in their  reach.  They  had  fears  and  forebodii^  of 
cbnfcience,  for  which  they  knew  no  remedy*  They 
were  fo  fenfible,  both  of  their  guilt  and  their  weak« 
nefs,  that  being  ignorant  of  the  character  of  the 
true  God,  and  of  that  foirgivenefs  which  is  with 
him,  in  times  of  extremity  they  frequently  ofTereit 
the  moft  e^penfive  ficrifices  to  the  obje£ls  of  their 
idolatrous  fuperftition,  even  the  blood  and  lives  of 
their  children  ^*  When  Messiah  appeared^  as  be 
was  the  glory  of  Ifrael,  fo  he  was  a  light  lo  the 
Gentiles,  as  we  fliall  have  opportunity  of  obfezvii^ 
^lore  at  large  hereafter.  He  therefore  who  came 
purpofely  to  blefs  the  nations,  by  turning  them  from 
darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  worfhip  of  dumb 
idols  to  ferve  the  living  and  true  God,  may  juftly 
be  called  their  dejir^  thoMgh,  in  the  time  of  thw 
ignorance,  they  could  form  no  fuiUkUe  conception 
of  him. 

11.  JnvUl  Jbfike  the  heavetis  and  the  earths    This 
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pait  bf  the  ptophecy  has  been,  in  a  mcafore,  lite- 
rally fttifilkd.  At  his  birth  a  new  ftar  appeared. 
At  his  iltath  th^  fun  withdrew  his  ihtning^  the  earth 
quaked,  fthe  roeks  rent»  and  the  dead  arofe.  During 
i^  Hft  h^  cf ten  (tifpended  and  over-ruled  the  ftated 
ftiMrs  of  nattirc,  and  cxerctfcd  fupreme  power  over 
the  Vifibk  itsA  in^fibfe  worlds.  He  ihook  the  king- 
J<itn  df  ^aieknrfs,  fpoiled  princtpalitics  and  powers^ 
trittmphtng  or^r  them  by  his  crofs*  He  ihook  the 
ki^doms  of  the  ^arth;  the  rdols  trembled  and  SxU 
iipl^r^d  b;?fore  his  gofpel^  ti!l  at  length  the  Roman 
irtiphrfe  rcnoun^d  hcatbenifm,  and  embraced  the 
Chrifttah  nathe. 

But  the  language  of  prophecy  ts  highly  figurative* 
I^dttittahis  and  treesj  hnd  and  water,  fun  and  moon^ 
heaven  and  earth,  often  (ignify  nations,  people,  and 
gbverfiments.  And  particularly,  heaven  and  earth 
afe  lifed  to  denote  the  religious  and  poittjcat  cfta« 
Stifhn^^ht  of  Ifrael ;  or,  as  we  fay,  their  conftita- 
tten  in  church  and  ftate.  This  without  doubt  is  the 
J>rfttHtry  fehfc  hert.  The  appearance  of  Messiah 
fhftQ  be  conne{):ed  with  the  tbtsd  difTohition  of  the 
J'c\<rifli  ecoiloifty.  The  whole  of  their  Levitic^ 
hiftitution  was  fulJfiHed,  fuperfeded,  and  abrogated 
by  Mfi^skAH,  which  was  folemnly  (ignified,  by  the 
i^ending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  from  the  top  to 
&e  bottom  at  his  death.  And  %  few  years  afters 
'ffards  the  tcdiple  itfelf  was  del^oyed  ;  by  which 
^veirt,  the  worfhtp  of  God,  according  ta  the  law,  of 
ifrhkih  the  temple-fervice  ^as  an  eflential  part,  was 
^ttdfeitd  utterly  impra£Keable.  Their  civil  ftate 
Kkeifrffe  was  diflbhred,  they  were  extirpated  from  the 
prbmifed  htidj  and  difperfed  far  and  wide  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  Though  in  one  fenfe  they 
are  pureferved  by  the  wonderful  providence  of  God,. 
as  a  diftin£t  people,  unaiFe£ted  by  the  changes  and 
cttftoms  aroutnl  them:  in  another  fenfe  diey  are  hot 
a  people^  having  neither  fettlement  nor  government^ 
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but  living  as  ftfangers  and  foreigners  in  every  coun- 
try where  their,  lot  has  been  caft  *.  Nothing  like 
this  can  be  found  tn  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  It  is 
an  obvious^  ftriking,  and  perpetual  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  Scriptures.  What  was  foretold  con- 
cerning them  by.Mofes  and  the  fucceeding.prophet8) 
is  accomplifhed  to  a  demonftration  before  our  eyesi 
How  unlikely  was  it  once  that  it  fliould  be  thus  I  yet 
thus  it  mud  be,  becaufe  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  has 
fpok)i^n  it.  And.  all  that  he  has  fpoken  is  equally, 
fure.  He  will  yet.  again  {hake  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  diilblve  the  frame  of  nature,  and  execute  hi&, 
threatened  judgments  upon  all  thofe  who  db  not  rc«^ 
ceive  and  obey  bis  gofpel. 

IIL  HeJJjallJiU  this  houfe.  ivith  gUrj.     He  did  fo- 
when  he  condefcended  to  vi(it  it  in  perfon.     The 
blind  and  the  lanie  came  thither  to  him^.and  he  heal* 
ed  them  j-. .   Children  felt  his  power^  and.fung  ho-^ 

'  fanna  to  the  Son  of  David »  a  title  appropriate  to 
Messiah  y  and  when  the  Pharifees  rebuked  themj^ 
he  faid,  If  thefe  Jhould  hold  their  peauy  ihejlmes  waulsi 
cry  oufl.  As  the  Lord  in  his  ownhoufc,  he  pur- 
ged the  temple*  and  drove  out  thofe  who  profai^^  it^^ 
ind  not  one  of  his  enemies  durft  offer  the  lead  re« 
fiftance  to  his  wilk     And  when  he  left  it  the  lafl? 

'time,  with  fovereign  authority,,  he  denounced  that- 
awful  fentence,  which  was  foon  afterwards  executed 
by  the  Romans,  both  upon  the  temple  and  the  na«i 
tion  It.     Hia^lory  £Ued  the  temple  when  he  was  aiv 

'ipfant,  fo  that  Simeon  and  Anna^then  acknowledged 
his  chaia£leF>  and  fpake  of  him  ;to  thofe  who  were 
waiting  for  the  confolation  of.  Ifrael  j,  Efpecially; 
his  glory  was  manifefted  when  he  proclaimed  him« 
felf  the  fountain  of  Ufe,  ami.  invited  evxry  thirfty^ 

weary. 
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weary  finner  to  come  to  him,  to  (irink|  and  live  for 
cvtr  *.     . 

The  temple  of  Jerufalem  has-been  long  fince  de*- 
ftreyed.     But  he  has  ftill  a  houfe,  a  boufe  not-  made- 
ivith  hands-     This  is  bis  churchy  comprifing  all  the 
members  of  his  myftical  body.     He  dwells  in  each* 
of  them  individually }  he  dwells  in  and  among  them 
coUeftively.     Where  two  or  three  are  met  in  Eir 
name,  where  his  ordinances  are  adminiftered  and; 
'  prized,  where  his  gofpel  is  faithfully  preached  and 
cordially  receivedy  there  he  is  prefent  in  the  mtdft  of 
them*     There  his  glory  is  feen»  his  voice  heard,  his- 
power  felt,  his  goodnefs  tafted,  and  the  favour  of 
his  name  ia  difFufed  as  a  precious  ointment,  which/ 
refreihes^  the  hearts  of  his  people,'  vienewS'  their 
ftrength,  andxomforts  them  under  all  theirforrows 
and  cares.     The  glory  and  magnificence  of  the  tern* 
ple^worihip)  even  in  the  days  of  Solomon-,  was  faiht,^ 
compared  with  the  glory  difplayed  to  the  hearts  of/ 
believers,  who  worfhip  him  in  fpirit  and^  truth,  un- 
der the  New-Teftament  diUpenCfttiont.-    But  it  caa- 
only  be  perceived:  hy  an:  enlightened  and  fpiritualr 
^ind.     To  outward  appearance  aU  maybe  low  and 
luimiltating.-  The  malice  of  their  enemies  has  often' 
conflrainedhifr  people  to  afiembk  in^^oods  and  oiV 
motintains,  in  places  under  ground^-  or  in  the  dead< 
of  the. night,  to  Tecrete  tl^mfelves  frominformers^^ 
But  vaulted  roofs,'  and  coftly  garmentsj^.  the  Uiemxk^ 
parade  of  proceffions,  muficand  Ghofifters,^and  the* 
jsirefence  of  nobles  and  dignitaries^  are  ikbt  necefigry^ 
to  conftttute  the  glory,  ef  gofpelrWorfhifH--    It  1$ 
enough  that  he,  in  whofe  nanle  they  meet,  condef- 
cends  to  vifit  them  witb^the  pow>er  and  influence  of 
his  Spirit,  to  animate  and  hear  their  prayers,  to  feed 
Aem  with  the  good  word  of  his  grace,  and  to  &\V 
ti&em  with  joy  and  peiiK:e  in  believing.    If  they  hav&: 
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tiiefe  Ikkflhig^i  tfief  de£jre  ns>  mmt^  ihey  jans  c wi« 
penfated  for  all  their  difficulties  and  hardfhips;  asA 
however  utmotked  and  defpifcd  by  the  world,  they 
can  fay,  This  if  nwi  ciher  Aan  the  houfe  rfGod^  tbu 
is  the  gate  ^heaven  *.  For  they  approach  by  faiths 
to  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  Jerufalem  which 
i$  aboTC,  to  the  wor&ip  which  is  carried  on  day 
without  si^hti  by  the  innumerable  company  of 
ai^cls,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfea  t- 

But  every  member  of  this  myftical  temple,  bemg  ' 
by  nature  afar  oir  from  God,  expcKientes  a  previoii% 
cnange^  which  may  be  not  un&Iy  de£cribed  by  the 
terms  of  my  text.  Before  the  Lord  takes  po^eiEQii 
of  his  people,  and  in  order  to  it,  i£r  fiaies  the  ie»* 
V4ns  and  the  earth.  Thek  former  views  of  God  and 
of  thcmfelves  ace  akered  by  a  light  whidi  penetrates 
the  foul.  AH  that  they  have  been  buildmg  in  re^ 
ligion,  till  then,  is  fliakcn  ani  avenuvned.  Their 
vain  hopes  are  fhaken^  the  foundation.  This  con^ 
coffion  msd^es  way  for  the  perception  of  his  glory  as^ 
s^  Saviour.  In  this  day  of  his  power  they  are  made 
willing  to  thvow  open  the  gates  of  their  hearty  that 
the  King  of  glory  may  enter. 

But  as  I  do  not  ftand  here  to  amu&  you  with  a: 
Reclamation  on.  a  ftibje^i  in  which  you  are  not  im« 
mediately  interefted,  and  a»my  ofiice  as  %  preacher 
both  warrants  and  recjuires  toe  to  addcefs  myfrlf  not 
only  to  your  underftandings  but  likewtfe  to  y^uc 
confcienceSj  I  mull  be  allowed,  before  1  amchide,^ 
to  propofe  this  queftion  to  your  confideration,  1% 
Messiah,  the  defiare  of  all  nations,,  the  obje^  o£^ 
your  chief  defire  i  Hoilr  much  depends  upon  the 
anfwer  I  Do  you  wifh  to  know  your  prefpnt  ftate 
in  Ae 'light  of  God  ?  if  you  are  faithful  to  your^ 
](slves  you  may  be  fatisfied^  provided  you  will  abide 
l^y  the  decifion  of  the  Scripture.  God  is  well  ptea^ 
fed  in  his  Son^  if  you  are  well-'pleafed  with  him,  if 
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fttpremelj  dirBfbd  to  iiim,  then  you  ^SbreMUy  pof« 

feft  die  begtnolsag»  ithe  fom^tafle,  and  die  carn«ft 

of  eternal  life«    if  fun  ib  enter  into  the  «k&rip« 

tiDtM  gtyen  in  the.Bdble^  of  hisfarfim^  love,  office» 

and  gtory»  as  to  place  jwnx  vriude  dependence  upa» 

him,  to  devote  yourfelves  fimply  to  him»  and  to 

place  your<happine{s  in  his  favour,  tlien  you  are 

happy   indeed!    happy  even   at  prefent,    though 

not  exempted  from  a  (hare  in  the  afflidlions^ci- 

dent  to  this  mortal  (late.    For  your  fins  are  par* 

doned,  your  perfons  are  accepted  in  the  Beloved  > 

to  yoiubelong  the  promifes  of  guidance,  protediion, 

and  (upply  through  life,  vidory  over  deaths  and 

then  a  crown  of  glory  which  fadeth  not  away.    To 

fay  att  in  a  ,fe\t.wordSi  God  is  your  Father^  and 

heaven  is  your  home. 

But  on  the  other  hand.  If  you  truft.  in  yourfelf 
.|hat  you  are  righteous  and  good,  at  lead  compani'*. 
*  lively  fo;  if  your  attachment  to  the  bufinefs  or  the 
pleaiure  of  the  world  engrofles  your  thoughts  and 
Application,  fo  that  you  have  no  leifure  to  attend  to 
the  record  which  God  has  given  of  his  Son,  or  no 
relifli  for  the  fubjcft,  you  have  been  hitherto  guilty 
of  treating  the  molt  glorious  difplay  of  the  ^ifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  God  with  contempt.  Many  perfons 
thus  emploved  and  thus  difpofed,  bear  refpe&ablr 
charadleii  m  civil  life,  from  whidi  I  do  not  wifli  to 
detra£i.  But  however  amiable  you  may  be  in  thc^ 
ludement  of  your  fellow-creatures,  you  are  a  finner 
jA  the  fight  of  God,  and  will  be  treated  by  him  as 
an  enemy  to  his  government  and  glory,  if  you  final- 
ly perfift  in  a  reje&ion  of  his  gofpeL  The  great 
point  which  will  determine  your  itate  for  eternity, 
will  be  this.  What  think  you  of  Cbrift  ?  For  it  is 
written,  If  any  man  love  not  iht  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift^ 
lit  hin^  he  Anathema  Maranatba.  *.    He  muft  and 

win, 
•xC<7r»ivi,a^ 
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Vfill  fall  under  the  curfe  and  condemnation  of  the 
laW|  and  be  puniihed  with  everlafting  deftru£liois 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord^  and  the  glory  of 
his  power.  To-day,  therefore,  while  it  is  callecL 
to-day,  (for  to-morrow  is  not  ours),  may  you  hear 
his  voice,  and  flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  be* 
fore  you ! 


^  ..it 
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»   E    R    M    O    N        IV. 

The  Lord  coming  to  his  Temple. 
MAtACHi  iii«  i.-r3i 

2^  Lord  whom  ye  fiek^  Jhall  fuddetily  come  to  his 
temple;  even  the  Mejfenger  of  the  covenant  in  nvVomr 
ye  delight :  heholdj  he  Jhall  come^  faith  the  I^ord  of 
hojls*  But  who  mAy  abide  th't  day  o^  his  coming? 
ah  d  who  Jhall  Jland  when  he  oppearethT'  for  he  is 
like  a  refiner* sfire^  and  like  fullers  f ope, — And  he 
Jhall  purify  the  fons  of  Levi — that  they  may  offer  un^ 
to  the  Lord  an  offering  in.  righteoufneji. 

ri/'HEREUNrofhailwe  Rhen  the  popTe  (fthis  gm^ 
ration^  and  to  what  are  they  like  *  ?  I  reprefent 
to  myfelf  a  number  of  perfons  of  various  chara£):ersy 
involved,  in  one  comnK)n  charge  of  high  treafon. 
They  are  already  in  a  ftate  of  confinement,  but  not 
yet  brought  to  theif  triati  The  fadls,  however,  arc 
10  plain,  and  the  evidence  a^aihit  them  io^  ftrong; 
^nd  pointed,  that  there  is  not  the  Teaft  doubt  oFtheir 
guilt  being  fully  proved,, and  that  nothing bt^t  a  par- 
don can  preferve  theni  from  punifhment.  In  th& 
fituation,  it  (houldfcem  their  wifdoro,  to  avail  thenv» 
fclves  of  every  expedient  in  their  power  for  obtain- 
ing mercy.  But  they  are  entirely  regardlefs  of  their 
danger,  and  wholly  taken  upL  with  contriving  me#- 
thbds  of  amuling  themfelves,  that  thevmaypafSv 
away  the  term  of  their  impriforiment  with  as  much 
chearfulnefs  as  pofTible.  Among  other  refources,, 
they  call  in  the  afiiftaace  of.mufic/  And  amidft  a. 
great  variety  of  fubjefts  in  this  way,  they  are  parti- 
cularly pleafcd  with  one.  They  chiufe  to  make  the 
felemnities  of  their  impending  trials  the  charafter  of. 

thcife 

^/l4ttkevii.^|(,     ^    ^  ^ 
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their  Judg^>  the  methods  of  his  procedure,  and 
the  avful  fentence  to  tnYAA,  tht^  ait  ei:pofe4»  the 
ground-work  of  a  mufical  entertainment.  And,  as 
if  they  were  quite  tindoncemed  ha  tht  eretit,  their 
attention  is  chiefly  fixed  upon  the  ikill  of  the  coin- 
pofer,  in  adapting  the  ftyle  of  his  fnufic  to  the  very 
foitnin  language  and  fubje£i  with  which  they  are 
Trifling.  'rh6  King,  however,  out  of  his  great  cl^- 
mencv  and  compaflion  towards  thofe  "whb  have  no 
pity  for  themfeWcis,  prevents  tfeeift  with  his  gOod- 
neis.  tTndefired  by  theiti,  he  fends  theAi  a  gtacious 
^eiTage.  He  aifur^s  them  that  he  is  unwilling  they 
(hould  fufier :  he  requires,  yea,  he  entreats  them  to 
fubmit<  He  points  out  a  way  in  which  their  con* 
feflion  and  fubmifliofi  (ha&  Die  certaihiy  accepted  ; 
cmd  in  this  way,  which  he  condefcends  to  prefcribe^ 
he  offers  them  a  free  and  a  full  pardon*  Biit  inftead 
of  taking  a  (ingle  ftep  tolvards  a  compliance  with 
his  goodnefe,  they  fet  his  tiieflage  likewife  to  'mufic^ 
and  this,  together  with  a  defcriptlon  of  their  prefent 
ftate,  and  of  the  featful  doom  ^Waking  them  if  they 
continue  obftinate,  is  fung  for  their  diverfion,  ae* 
companied  with  the  found  of  cornet,  flute,  h^rp,^ 
fackbut,  pfaltery,  dulcimer^  and  all  kinds  of  inftru- 
mcnts  ^.  Surely,  if  fuch  a  Cafe  as  t  have  fuppofed 
could  be  found  in  real  life,  though  I  inight  admire 
the  mufical  tafte  of  thefe  people,  1  ihould  commife* 
tate  their  infenfibility! 

But  is  not  this  cafe  more  than  a  fuppodtioh  i  Ts 
\X,  not  in  the  molt  feirious  fenfe  a£lually  realized 
amongft  ourfelves?  I  (hould  infult  your  under- 
flandingSj  if  I  judged  along  application  neceflary. 
I  know  my  fuppofition  mu/t  already  have  led  your 
thoughts  to  the  fubje£l  of  the  Mffftah^  and  to  the 
fpirit  and  temper  of  at  leaft  the  greater  part  of  th^ 
performers,  and  of  the  audiences.  The  holy  Scrip- 
Ipre  concludes  all  mankind  under  lin  f «    It  charged 

dieia 
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tbem  a31  widi  treafon  and  rebellion  againft  die-great 
fovereign  Lawgirer  and  BenofaAor ;  and  declarer 
the  mifery  to  wiiich,  as  {inaers>  we  are  <^noxton«. 
But  G6d  h  long-fui&aing)  and  waits  to  be  gracious. 
The  (broke  of  dead>  which  would  inftanilv  place  us 
tefore  his  awful  tribunal,  is  (lill  fufpended.  In  the 
mean  time  he  afibrds  us  his  gofpeli  bjr  which  he  af» 
fares  us  there  is  forgiTcnefs  with  him.  *  He  informs 
us  of  a  Saviour,  and  that  of  his  great  lovetafianerS) 
lie  has  given  his><m)y  Son  to  be  -an  atonement  and 
mediator,  in  favour  of  all  who  Ihall  fue  for  iner cy  in 
his  Jiame.  The  chara£ier  of  this  Saivieur,  his  un^ 
fpeakable  love,  his  dreadful  fuflMags,  the  agoni^ 
he  endured  in  Gethfemane,  and  upon  the  crofs,  are 
made  known  to  us*  AndnS'hispaft  humiliitioii,  >& 
bis  prefent  glory,  and  hisinvit«tioatocometo*htim 
for  pardon  and  eternal  life,  aMf  knrgdydeclastd* 
Ivhefe  are^diie:prinaipal  points  expi^iiUt  in  tlie  paf- 
fs^es^f  the  Jtf/^^.  Mr  iismdel,  uriu)  ibt  them  to 
raufic,  imsbeen . commemorated  and  jpraifod,  many 
years  a&er  Siis  death,  in  a  place  pvofefiedly  devoted 
to  thcpraiie  smd  worfi^ipcf  God ;  yea,  (if  I  am  not 
mifinformed)  the  Aated  ^worfhip  of  God,  m  that 
place,  w»  fufpended  for  aconfiderable  time,  that  it 
might  be  duly  prepared  <£or  the  commemoration  of 
Mr  Handel.  iButtdas!  how  "few  are  difpofed  to 
praife  and  commemoraie  Mi^sigiH  himfelrl  The 
fame  great  truths,  divefted  of  <he  mufic,  ^hen  de- 
\w&td  from  the  pulpit,  are  heard  by  many  admi* 
rcn  fif  the  oratorio  with  iadiflferencq  too  often  with 
contempt. 

Having  thus,  as  j[  conceived  myfdf  4>ettnd  in  du^ 
tv,  qpkinly  and  publicly  delivered  tny  fentimenti,  of 
tne^eat  impropriety -of  making  the  fundamental 
truths  of -Chrifltantty  the  fiib}eAof  afiiA^ic  amufe- 
ment,  I  leaive  what  i  ^avo^  faid  to  youi*  furious  re« 
|k&ions,  iio{>ing  it  will  not  be  f<ivgotten  *,  for  I  do> 
opt  mean  to  trouble  jjo^  ofyffti  ^h  a  repetition  of  it. 


4Z  TTn  Lord  coming  Scr.  4.* 

Let  us  flow  conCder  the  pafiage  before  us.  If  yoa 
rtfad  it  with  attention,  and  confider  the  great  idea^ 
it  fuggeftsy  and  the  en^phatical  language  with  which 
they  are  clothed,  you  will  not,  perhaps,  think  the 
manner  of  my  introducing,  it  wholly  improper. 

Malachi  confirms  and  unites  the  prophecies  of 
Ifaiah  and  Haggai,  which  were  the  fubje£b  of  our 
two  laft  difcourfes.  John  is  the  nteflenger,  fpokea 
ef  in  the  beginning  of  the  firft  verfe,  fent  to  pre* 
pare  the  way  of  the  Lord.  Then  the  Lord  himfelf 
Jhiill  cGfne  fuddenly  ia  his  temple^  that  is,  immediately 
after  the  appearance  of  his  forerunner,  and  with  re« 
gard  to  the  people  in  general,  unexpetkedly. 

The  q^ueftion^  Who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming  t 
intiipates  the  greatness  and  folemnity  of  the  event. 
If  v^e  take  his  coming  in  an  extenfire  fenCe  to  de- 
note the  whole  of  his  fojourntng  upon  earthy  froofv 
his  incarnation,  to  his  afcenfion,  it  is  unfpeakably 
the  greateil  of  all  events  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
mankind  \  and  though  he  lived  in  the  form  of  a  fer« 
vant,  and  died  the  death  of  a  raalefadior,  the  vaft 
confequences  which  depend  upon  his  appearance  un- 
der thefe  humiliating  circumftances,  rendered  it  a 
manner  of  coming  every  way  worthy  of  himfelf.  It ' 
afforded  a  more  awful  diicovery  of  the  majefty,  glo- 
ry, and  holinefs  of  God,  than  was  difplayed  upon 
Mount  Sinai,  and  proved  a  cloCsr  and  more  March- 
ing appeal  to- the  hearts  and  confciences  of  mem  To 
enter  more  into  the  fpirit  and  meaning  of  the  que- 
i^ion  here  prbprjed,  we  (hall  briefly  take  notice  of 
the  following  points,  which  the  words  offer  to  ouc 
ferious  meditation.  May  the  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  of- 
fice it  is  to  glorify  the  Saviour,  enlighten  our  hearts 
to  underftand  them,  with  application  to  ourfelves ! 

I.  The  names  which  are  here  afcribed  to  Mbssiah. 
.  IL  The  fuddennefs  of  his  coming.      \ 

III.  The  fearchin:g  power  of  it  in  gcHcral,  ex* 
picffed  by  a  refiner* sjf  re  and  by  fullers  fope* 

IV.  Its. 
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IV.  Its  purifying  power  on  tie  fins  of  Livi^  tlfc 
priefthood  in  particular. 

I.  The  names  afcribed  to  Messiah. 

The  lord*  It  is  a  general  rule  with  our  tranflators 
to  exprefs  LORD  in  capital  letters,  where  it  an- 
fwers  to  Jehovah  in  the  Hebrew,  and  there  onljr. 
But  this  place  is  an  exception.  The  word  here  is 
TK>t  Jehovah,  but  Adonai.  It  is  however  a  name  of 
God,  though  not  incommunicable  like  the  other,  be- 
ing frequently  applied  to  kings  and  fuperiors.  It 
properlv  implies  authority  and  rule,  as  we  fay,  A 

*  Lord*  am  M after.  In  (his  conne£bion  it  is  undoubt* 
«dly  a  divine^ame.  The, Lord  is  faid  to  come  to 
iiis  temple,  to  his  own  temple.  It  Was  a  houfe  coin 
fecrkted  to  the  6od  of  Ifraek  The  firft  temple  he 
lionoured  with  tokens  of  his  prefence ;  the  fecond, 
he  vifite<f  in  perfon  5  on  which  account  it  exceeded 
the  firft  in  glory.  Messiah,  therefore,  who  appear- 
ed in  our  nature,  and^  was  known  amongft  men  as 

a'man>  and  who  is  now  worfhipped  both  in  heaven 
•      aod  upon  earthy  is  the  God*o£  Ifrael.     He  came  to 
»iis  own-.    This  dodriiie  of  God  manifeft  in  the  fiefh, 
»»     is  the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth  i  the  only  founda- 
tion on  which ti  finiftr,  who  knows  the  juft  defer t  of 
his  (in,  can'^build  a  fAid  hope  of  falvation,  is,  that 
,.     Jicfus^Chrift  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life  *.     Un- 
*^efe  this  he  admitted,  the  whole  tenor,  both  of  the 
^X)ld^nd  New  Teftament,  is  unintelligible.     Tlj^fay 
.thaFthis  dofkrine  approves  itfclf  to  human  reafon  in 

*  its  prcfent  fallen,  dejjaved  ftate,  would  be  to  con- 
tradict the  apolUe,  who  afferts,  that  no  man  can  fay 
that  Jefiss  Ohrift.  is  L(^d,  lut  hy  the  Holy  Ghoft  f.  But 
it  is  k^jAy.  reafonabk,  to  thofe  who  fee  that  they 
m^lt  penik,  without  fuch  an  l£tonement  as  ihall  de- 
cfet^lhe  i^ightcoufnefsbf  God,  no  lets  than  his  mcr^ 

.    cy,  in  the'fotgivenefs'bf  fin  5  who  f^  the  ncceiSty 
#  >c  .  or 
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Af  hoUQefs,  inord6rtolia{>piiie&;  aifdaretfCqUfttnt* 
ed  with  the  na^re  and  variety  of  die  fnates,  tem^ 
Nations,  and  «n»nies  to  which  they  are  e^ipofed. 
Such  perlbns  cannot  venture  their  etemaroonccrns 
upon  the  dignity,  or  care,  or  power,  or  patience^ 
a  mere  creature,  however  exalted  and  excellent  i 
they  zauft  be  aflured  that  their  Saviour  is  Alfflighty, 
i»r  they  4are  not  truft  in  him ;  nor  would  they  dar^ 
to  honour  the  Son  as  dieylionour  the  Father,  tib 
love  htm  with  all  their  heart,  and  foul,  and  ftreagthi, 
to  devote  themfelves  abf<rfutely  to  his  fervice,  and 
to  exped  their  fupreme  bappinefs  from  h&  favour' 
and  approbation,  if^they  did  not  kiUMif'that  be  if 
•ver  all,  God  bkeiied  for  ever. 

With  refpefl  to  theinforior  chamfier  he  (^ftaiifii 
m  our  nature,  and  for  our  fakes,  as  the  Father's  fei%- 
vant,  he  is  ftyled,   The  MtJ/engtr  if  th^Cownanif 
He  is  the  Gift,  Prmnife,  Head,  and  jubilance  of  the 
cveslaft irg  covenant.   And  J}^  came  himfelf  to  efta* 
Uifli  the  covenant,  and  to  declare  sOid  beftowthe 
cUeffu^s  it  contained.  *  God,  who  had  h^arefffktfud     - 
divers  tinus  and  in  fimdry  mafmers  by  his  prpph^^ 
Jfoke  m  ibifulnefs  of.iime  hj  his  Son  *  ;  teftifying  to    m 
him  by  a  voige  from  heaven,  €^hif  ii  my  btJoved'Soit^ 
hear  him  i  in  him  I  am  'weU  fleafed  f  .     To  the  famt 
j>urpofe  our  Lord  fpake  of  faimfelf.  He  prefaced  hit    .J 
gracious  invitation  to  all,  without  excepfien^  yhg^ 
ar^jveary  and  heavy  laden, \o  come  tohinl  formft:^^ 
^ith  a  declaration  of  his  commiflion  and  nuth^Prity^ 
faying.  Ail  things  are  deliver^  unto  mt  of  tnfhiU 

-thtr,  4ind  noetie  (ouiuC)  k^f^tveth  the  Son  tut  the  Fa* 
tier,  neither  knvweth  any  one  the  Father  y  favfihe  Son^ 
emd  he  $0  whom  the  &gn  will  reveal  him.  3l^  ^^^ 
was  given  by  Mofeslf^  the  moral  law,^6  dif^qr^ 
die  extent  and  abounding  of  fin ;  the  cer6ttfbd!al 
iaw,  to  point^9ut,  by  typical  feerifice^  and  atlutioHd,  ^ 
,  .      .     ^  the* 
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the  way  in  which  forgtroids  was  ta  be  foaght  anj^ 
obtained*     Bttt^mrf,  to  reficvc  us  from  the  con<^ 
dtmnaittoii  of  the  one^  znAtrmb  anfwerable  to  the 
types  and  fliadows  of- the  Other^  came  by  Jjsfdt 
Ohrift. 

It  is  farther  faidj  75fc  Lord ^nvbom  ye  fiek^  and iht^ 
Meffinger  in  wifom  ye^  diligbL — Messiah  was  the. 
%>pe  ancLdefire  of  the  true  Ifrael  of  God,  from  the 
earUlft  timc»;  and  when  he  was  horn  into  the  world, 
there  was  a  prepared  people  waiting  and^longing  for 
fairn^  zt  their  confolatiotl.  The  people  at  large  like-* 
wife  profeiled  to  expe£k  great  things  from  the  co« 
ming  of  Messi A H.  But  their  expeftations  were  low 
atid  earthly*  They  fuppofed  that  he  would  deliver 
them  from  the  Roman  yoke,  and  give  them  viAory 
and  power  over  the  Heathen  nations.  ^Ule  more 
grievous  bondage  of  fin  under  which  they  were  en- 
Saved,  they  were  not  fenfible  of,  nor  had  they 
a  difpofitioa  fuited  to  the  privileges  and  honours  o& 
jkhe  kingdom  which  he  defigned  to  eftabllfh ;  and ' 
therefore,  thtir  underftandings  being  darkened  by 
prejudice  and  prepofleffiony  they  could  not  difcern 
his  charader.  The  prophecies  which  were  read; 
in  their  fynagogues  every  fabbath,  marked  out  the 
time  and  circumftances  of  Messiah's  appearance, 
the  places  wliich  he  (hould  principally  Vifit;  the  doc. 
trine  he  fhbuld  teach,  and  the  works  which  he  ihould 
perform  1  but  tho' all  thefe  particulars  exa^yap- 
plied  to  Jeftis,  they  obflinately  reje^^ed  him,  and^ 
proceeded  to  fulfil  what  was  farther  foretold  of  his 
fufierings  and  death,  with  (uch  a  minute  punftuaKV 
ty^  as  if  they  had  defignedly  taken  the  prophecies  for 
the  rule  of  their  condu£k.  Thus,  by  givuig  neitheif 
more  nor  lefs  than  thirty  pieces  of  filver  t4>  his  be« 
trayer,  by  buying  the  potter^s  field,  and  no  other^ 
with  the  money  afterwards  *,  by  caftin^  lota  for  one 
of  his  garments,  and  making  a  diftribution  of  thd 
kA '4  by  piercing;  his  fide^  contrary  to  the  cuftom  in 

fuck 
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fuch  puniihmentSy  and  by  emitting  to  break  his  legs,^ 
which 9  from  their  treatment  of  the  malefa£kprs  who 
fuffcred  -with  him,  fcems  to  have  been  ufual-^— 1», 
thefe  and  feveral  other  inftances^  they  a£led,  though* 
unwittingly,  as  if  it  had  been  their  defign  and  ftudys 
to  accomplifli  the  fcriptures  to  their  own  coniulion 
and  condemnation.  ^ 

II.   This  was  the  reafon  why  his  coming  to  his  * 
temple  was  XXi  ihtm  fuiden.     Though  long  forolold  . 
and  long  expe£):ed,  and  though  the.precife  time  of 
his  advent,  and  the  accompanying  figns,  were-accu* 
rately  defined  and  defcribed,  yet  when  the  feafon 
arrived,  he  came  fuddenly,  unlocked  for,  and  un* 
known.     He  came  upon  them  in  an  hour  that  they 
thought  not  of,  and  in  a  manner  of  which  they  were , 
not  aware.     "When  he  ftood  in  the  midft  of  them,, 
they  knew  not  that  it  was  he.     How  dreadfully  docs 
fin  harden  and  infatuate  the  hearts  of  men  !     The 
Jews,  in  our  Saviour's  time,  furnifh  us  with  a  ftri-^ 
king  inftance,  that  it  is  poffible  for  people  fatally  'to 
mifcarry  with  the  greateft  advantages  and  means  for  ' 
information  in  their  poffefEon,     They  accounted 
themfelves  the  people  of  God,  made  their  boaft  of 
his  lav( ,  and  their  relation  to  Abraham.     But  they 
hated  MiiSsiAH,  and  crucified  him,  who/was  the  ^ 
obje£l:  of  Abraham's  faith.    The  oppofition  of  their 
leaders  and  teachers  was  the  molt  malicious,  for 
many  of  them  a£led  againft  the  light  of  their  minds> 
and  were  often  convi<5ed  in  their  conferences,  tho* 
they  refufed  to  be  convinced.     But  an  ignorant  at-^ 
tachment  to  thefe  blind  guides  was  ruinous  to  their 
blind  followers,  who,  though  they  fometimes,  from 
a  view  of  his  mighty  wprks,  wete  Oruck  with  afto* 
nifliment,  and  conftrained  to  fay,  Is  not  thi^  the/on 
of  David  ?  were  at  length  influenced  by  their  priefts 
to  ^prefer  a  murderer  to  him,  and,  with  a  clamorous 
importunity,  to  compel  Pilate  to  put  him  to  death* 
The  like  mifapprehenfions  produce  the  like  efie£ls. 

among 
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dmong  profeflcd  Chriftians  at  this  day.    We  likewife 
have  the  fcriptures  :  but  how  many  who  aidmit  their 
authority  in  words«  live  willingly  ignorant  of  their 
tontentSy  and  a£):  in  dired  contradidlion  to  their 
tenor  !     The  power  of  the  Saviour  is  likewife  diC- 
played  among  us^  his  preached  gofpel  is  daily  made 
effeflual  to  the  great  purpofes  for  which  it  is  vouch- 
fafed;  yet  tnuhitudes  rejcft  it  with  no  lefs  perti- 
nacity than  the  Jews  rejefted  him  in  perfon.     At 
length  death  fiirprifes  them,   and  they  fink  into 
darknefs  beyond  recall.     To  them  the  Lord  may  be 
laid  to  come  fuddenly^  foi^  they  think  not  of  him 
till  they  a£tually  find  themfelves  at  his  tribunaL 
And  this  not  only  when  they  are  cut  off  by  a  fud- 
den  ilroke,  but  often  when  their  diffoludon  is  moft 
gradual,  and  every  one  about  them  can  perceive  its 
approach  by  their  countenances;  they  themfelves, 
though  wafting  with  dif^afe,  and  worn  out  with 
pain,  ftill  flatter  thcmfelYCS  with  hopes  of  amende 
ment  and  recovery  to  -their  la(l  gafp  \  and  a  linger- 
ing death  is  to  them  no  lefs  fudden  than  if  they 
were  killed  by  a  fla(h  of  iightning. 

J II.  It  is  aiked,  Who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  co*> 
tning  ?  The  cffefit  is  compared  to  a  refiner's  fire, 
and  to  fullers  fope.  .  The  refiner's  fire  penetrates 
the  metal,  and  thereby  fearches,  difcovers,  and  con- 
fumes  the  drofs.  The  fuUcr's  fope  alfo,  though  it 
does  not  deftroy  the  texture  of  the  cloth/  cleanfes 
it,  by  removing,  and  as  it  were'confuming  the  fpots 
and  defileihem  which  are  found  in  it.  The  idea 
conveyed  by  thefe  illuftrations  is  the  fame.  Thei 
day  pf  his  coming  is  a  day  ef  trial,  a  trial  which 
^ffues  in  the  purification  of  the  work  cf  "God  in  his 
c})urch,  and  in  the  detc£lion  and  deftru£^ion  of 
every  thing  in  it  which  is  contrary  to  his  will. 

The^coming  of  Messiah  may  be  taken  in  feve- 
ral  fenfes.  ^  * 

To  the  Jews,  according  to  the  promife  of  God 
Treated  from  age  to  age,  he ciimo  in' perfon*     'Ihe 

Word 
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Word  was  wadtjlejby  and^  dwilt- among  them  *,  Tli© 
term  in  the  original  aHucks  to  the  vifible  f]nid>ol  of 
the  divine  prefence,  which  refided  in  the  tabieniacle 
and  temple*  Thus  for  a  feafon  he  refidedaimmg 
tbeni|  in  a  temple  not  made  with  hands,  but  formed; 
by.  the  immediate  agency  of  the  Holy  jSpiiit,  in  the 
womb  of  a  virgin.  This  was  a  happy  time  to  thofe 
who  received  and  acknowledged  him.  But  the  bulk 
of  the  nation  could  not  abide  the  trial  which  hisap^ 
pearance  exp<^d  them  toy  they  were  proved  by  it  to 
oe  but  reprobate  and  counterfeit  (ilver*  Thethou^ta 
of  many  hearts  were  revealed  f *  Many  fpecious  cba* 
racers  were  dete£ied.  The  pretended  fandity  and 
outward  itrifii^fs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  was 
evidenced  to  be  mere  hypocrify.  He  expofed  them 
in  their  true  colours,  and  upon  many  occaCons  put 
them  to  ihame  and  to  filence.  And  where  hts  word 
did  not  cleanfe  like  fope,  it  burnt  like  fire,  and  tiMt 
perfons  ^nd  places  that  rejedled  Um  were  roidered 
inexcufable.  Their  great  privilege  of  feeing  his  won-t 
derf  ul  works,  and  hearing  his  gracious  words,  bein^ 
abufed,  aggravated  their  guilt  and  condemilation,and 
made  their  doom  heavier  than  that  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah. To  them  the  day  of  the  Lord,  whidi  in 
their  own  fenfe  they  profeiTed  to  defire,wasdarkne^9 
and  not  light:]:.  If  he  had  not  come  and  fpoken  to 
them  himfelf,  they  had  not  had  (in  ||.  That  is,  coni«> 
paratively  ;  he  found  them  great  fmners,  and  they 
would  have  been  fuch  if  he  had  •  not  vifited  them« 
But  after  he  had  fpoken  Co  them,  and  fpoken  in  vain^ 
they  had  no  cloke  for  their  fin.  From  that  time  they^ 
were  deprived  of  every  {hadow  of  plea,  cxcufe,  or 
extenuation.  And  all  their  former  wickednefs  was 
light,  compared  with  the  enormous  crime  they  were 
guilty  of  in  reje^ing  and  crucifying  the  Son  of  Godi 
By  refufing  him,  they  rendered  their  cafe  helplefs 
tnd  hopelefs,  becaufe  there  is  no  other  name  but  his^ 

given 
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given  among  men,  wliereby  they  may  be  faved.  But 
he^clcanfed  thofe  who  received  him>  he  removed  their 
guilt,  their  fears,  their  ignorance.  He  gave  them  ft 
ckan  heart  and  a  new  fpir^t.  Yet  to  thefe  alfo  he 
was  as  a  refiner's  fire,  and  as  fullers  fope.  Thev 
Itkewife  had  prejudices  and  felfiih  tempers,  which 
were  not  at  once  removed.  He  called  them  to  a  ftate 
of  fuffering  and  felf-denial,  to  forfake  all,  and  to  take 
up  their  crofs  daily  for  his  fake. 

In  another  fenfe,  his  coming  is  tiot  reftrained  to  a 
particular  time.  Wherever  his  gofpel  is  preached, 
the  Lord  is  come.  It  is  by  the  gofpel  be  rides  forth 
profperoufly,  conquering  and  to  conquer  *,  Thus  h^* 
has  promifed  to  be  prefent  with  his  minifters,  and 
nvberevtr  two  er  three  are  met  in  his  nante^  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  Thus  he  is  come  to  us*  And  the  ef- 
{t6Ls  are  the  fame  as  when  he  was  perfonally  upon 
earth.  His  gofpel  ftiU  diicovers  the  thoughts  of  ma- 
ny hearts.  Many  perfons  who  till  then  were  reputed 
religious,  by  the  contempt  they  caft  upon  this  won- 
derful expedient  of  infinite  wifdom  and  love  to  favc 
finners,  mantfeft  their  ignorance  and  hatred  of  the 
law  and  holinefs  of  God,  and  that  the  religion  they 
pretend  to  is  an  empty  lifelefs  form,  deftitute  of  love 
and  power*  To  them,  though  in  itfelf  a  favour  of 
life,  it  proves  a  favour  of  death.  It  provokes  their 
enmity,  increafes  their  obduracy,  andv  leaves  them 
without  excufe.  But  it  is  life  indeed  to  thofe  who 
receive  it.  They  are  raifed  by  it  from  a  death  of  fin^ 
unto  ^' life  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace.  Their  tem- 
pers, defires,  purfuits,  and  hopes  are  changed  and 
elevated.  Old  things  pafs  away,  and  all  things  be- 
come new  to  them,  according  as  it  is  written,  ^  any 
man  bi  in  Chrift  Jefus^  he  it  a  new  creature  f  • 

He  comes  to  individuals  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit* 

This  makes  the^ord  of  his  gofpel  tfFe&ual.     {"or  the 

kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word  only,  but  in  power. 

Vol.  L  D  Wbea 
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When  he  thus  vifits  the  hearts  of  finners,  hU  word 
is  like  (ire  and  fope ;  quick  and  powerfuif  jharper  than 
^  two- edged  /word*.  Then  they  feel  and  trembley 
and  cry  out  with  the  prophet,  Wo  is  me^  I  am  un^ 
done,  but  in  this  way  their  drofs  is  confumed,  their 
defilement  removed.  When  he  thus  wounds,  he  like- 
wife  heals.  He  gives  them  faith ;  by  faith  they  look 
unto  him,  and  are  enlightened  and  faved. 

We  furely  expe£^  that  he  will  come  again.  Not 
as  he  once  came,  in  a  ftate  of  humiliation.  The  Babe 
of  Bethlehem,  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  who  hung,  and 
bled,  and  died  upon  the  crofs  for  our  (ins,  will  re- 
turn in  glory.  Behold  he  comethin  the  clouds y  and  every 
tyejhallfee  him  f .  Concerning  this  day,  emphatically 
called  the  day  of  the  Lord,  we  may  well  fay,  Wh9 
may  abide  it  ?  To  thofe  who  have  not  been  the  fub-. 
je^s  of  his  refining  operations  here,  he  will  then  be 
a  confirming  fire.  That  great  day,  (for  which  all 
other  da^ys  were  made),  ivben  the  Lordjball  defcend 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  the  trump  of  God^ 
will  burn  Hke  an  oven^  and  all  the  proud,  and  ail  that 
do  ivickedly,  Jhall  be  as  Jlubble^2xA  the  day  that  co* 
rattiijhall  burn  them  upp  Where  then  mall  the  im- 
penitent ungodly  finner  appear  ?  But  it  will  be  a 
joyful  day  to  them  that  love  bis  appearing.  He  wiU 
arife  upon  them,  as  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs^  with 
healing  on  his  wings ;  he  will  wipe  away  their  tears, 
vindicate  their  charafters,  acknowledge  them  before 
the  afTembled  world,  and  fay  unto  them.  Come,  ye 
blejfed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 

you\U  '       '  - 

iV.  It  is  particularly  faid,  He  will  purify  theforn 
of  Levi,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  offer- 
ing in  righteoufnefs.  The  fins  of  Levi,  the  priefts, 
the  officiating  minifters  of  God,  were  gone  out  of  the 
iivay,  and  had  corrupted  the  covenaini  of  the  Lord,  and 

thereby 
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therefy  had  caufed  many  to  fiumbli  *  ;  they  dUhonOttYed* 
their  ofBce,  and  ^came  themfelves  vile  and  contempt 
tible. .  Thus  they  went  on  from  bad  to  worfe,  till  m 
men  of  that  generation  filled  up  the  meafnre  of  ito 
miquity  of  their  forefathers*  by  the  rejeftion  of  Mss* 
siAH.^  He  alfo  reje&ed  them.  The  bhfted  barren  fig^ 
treef  9  which  witKered  to  the  very  root  at  hU  word,  wa^ 
an  emblem  of  their  condition.  In  a  Kttle  timci  wraik 
camfi  upon  them  to  the  uttermoft  ^  diey  faw  che  tern* 
pie  in  which  they  had  trufted,  and  which  they  had 
profaoedi  deftroyed  by  fire,  and*  the  greater  part  of 
them  periflied*  But  a  remnant  of  them  waa  purified. 
We  read,  that  after  his  aiceiifion,  a  great  company 
of  the  priefts  were  ob^ient  to  the  faith  j:*  Apd  hia 
apoftks  and  difciples  were  fisnt  forth^  with  a  new  fpi^ 
rit,  and  in  a  new  chara&er*  to  offer  and  to  ienre  in 
rlghteoufnefs.  The  purport  of  this  paflage  has  been 
repeatedly  exemplified  under  the  Chriftian  diTpenfa- 
tion.  .  A  declenCon  from  the  fimplicity  and  purify  of 
worihip,  principles,  and  morals,  was  vifible  very  early 
in  the  church.  The  progrefi  of  it  was  rapid,  espe- 
cially from  the  time  of  Conftantine.  When  petfe* 
cution  ceaied,:  and  a.  dde  of  wealth  and  worldly  ho* 
nojurs  flowed  in  upon  thofe  wbo^  Jby.  their  profeflionf 
were  bound  to.  be  patterns  of  humility  and  felf-deniai 
to  others  \  from  that  period,  till  the  Reformationt  ec- 
clcfiafiical  hiftory  afibrds  us  little  more  than  a  4^tail 
of  fuch  inftances  of  pride,  intrigue,  oppreiliony  and 
cruelty,  under  the  pretext  of  religion^  as  had  not 
been  known  among  the  heathens.  And  the  nations 
which  were  relieved  from  the  chains  and  darknefs  of 
Bopcryat  the  Reformation,  did  not  long  preferve 
much  more  than  a  name  and  a  form  to  diftinguifli 
them.  In  moft  countries  the  ftate  became  the  idol  o£ 
the  church,  and  the  church  the  creature  of  the  ftate. 
How  it  is  with  us  in  this  nation,  I  need  not  fiqr* 
Fa£ts  fpeak  for  themfelves.    It  is  a  mournful  iw.% 
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tJiat  the  tniniftry  is  become  contemptible;  ncnr  is  it 
difficuH^  to  ^IGgn  the-  Ciiiife.     But  we  are  favoured 
with!the  gofpel/aliid  are  cye-witnefTes  of  its  purifying 
poorer.     It  ftiU  produces  the  effeds  wUdi  marked 
it$  ffTbgrefs  when  at  was  preached  by  the  apoftles.    It 
ei^^ghtens  the  dark  inind,   fofteas  the  hsutl  hearty 
heals. the  wounded  fpirit ;  and  many  pcrfons^wfio  be- 
fore were^burdenfome  to  fociety^  are  rendered  by  it 
omamehtal  andriifefnL.  When  every  xrtiier  argument 
^nd  iiK)tive  has  failfed  of  fuccefs,  the  confideration  of 
the  mercies  of  God  in  Chrift,  revealed  by  the  gofpel^ 
"eonftrains  the  believing  finner  to  prefent  himfelf  a  U« 
ving)  willingi  holy  (acrifice  unto  God.     Thus  being 
purified  by  the  blood  of  *  Jefus,  he  o&rs  to  the  Lord 
a  facrifice  in  righteoufneb.   Such  principles  and  aims 
axe  eflential  to  a  Chriftian  mhiifter.     He  knows  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord,  andikas  tafted  of  his  goodnefs. 
He  is  cOnftrained  by  love,  the  love  of  Chrift  and  t&e 
love  0f  foNris.    He  preaches,,  as  the  apoftle  did,  Jefua 
Chrift  and  him  crucified  ^  a  fubjed^  which,  though 
defpifed  and  reproadied  by  the  formal  Jew  and  the 
fcepttcal  Greek,  is  evidenced  by  its  efficacy  to  be  the 
wifdom  and  |>ower  of  God.     Such  minifters  may  be, 
and  frequently  are,  dei^eiated  and  dift^arded  ;  biit 
they  cannot  ble  ^ntemptible,  until  integrity,  benevo- 
lence, and  ufei^nefs,  are  the  proper  oDJefts^  of  con* 
9eiiipt»  , 
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Beholdy  a   virgin  Jhall  conceive^    and  beat  a  Jon^  dnjjL 
/ball  call  his  name  Immanuel,  Gbp  with'  Us. 

THERE  is  a  fignature  of  wiTdom'arid  power  im- 
prefled  upon  the  works  of  'God|  which  evi- 
dently difiinguifhes  them  from  the  feeble  imitations 
of  men.  Not  only  the  fplendour  of  the  fun,  but  the 
glimmering  light  of  the.  glow-worm,  proclaims  his 
glory.  The  ftru£lurd  and  growth  of  a  bladfc  of  gra{s> 
'  are  the  effe£l:8  of  the  fame  power  which  produced  the 
fabric  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  In  his  word 
likewife  he  is  inimitable.  He  has  a  ftyle  and  manner 
peculiarly  his  own.  What  he  is  pleated  to  declare  of 
hlmfelf  by  the  prophet,  may  ht  prefixed  as  a  ptopct 
motto  to  the  whole  revelation  of  his  will  in  the  Biole. 
My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts y  neither  are  your 
ivays  my  vjaySy  faith  the  Lord.  For  as  the  heavens  are 
higher  than  the  earthy  fo  are  my  ways  higher  than  your 
ivaySf  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts  *.  This  fu-^ 
periority  of  his  thoughts  to  ours>  caufes  a  proportion- 
able difference  in  his  manner  of  operation.  His  ways 
are  above  our  conceptions,  and  often  contrary  to* 
them.  '  He  fometimes  produces  great  cffeSs,  by 
means,  which,  to  us,  appear  unfuitable  and  weak. 
Thus  he  gave  Gideon  a  complete  viflory,  hot  by  pro- 
viding him  an  army  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  but 
by  three  hundred  men  furnifhed  with  earthen  pitchers 
and  lamps  f .     At  other  times  the  greatnefs  of  fiis^ 

D  3  preparations^ 
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preparations,  intimates  that  there  are  difEcuhies  in. 
the  cafe,  infuperable  to  any  power  bat  his  own» 
where  our  narrow  apprehenfions,  until  enlightened 
and  enlarged  by  lus  teaching,  can  fcarccly  perceive 
any  difficulty.  It  is  eminently  fo  with  xtiftOt  to 
the  reftoration  of  fallen  man  to  his  favour.  We  have 
but  flight  thoughts  of  his  holtnefs,  and  therefore  are 
but  flightly  a£[e£led  i>y  the  evil  of  fin.  But  thoi^h 
he  be  rich  in  mercy,  no  wifdom,  but  his  own,  couM 
have  ptopo&d  an  expedient,  whereby  the  exercife  of 
his  mercy  towards  finners  might  be  made  to  corre- 
fpond  vrith  his  juftice  and  truths  and  with  the  ho^ 
nour  of  his  moral  governmexit.  His  gofpel  reveals 
this  expediefit,  and  points  out  a  way  in  which  mercy 
and  truth  meet  together ;  and  his  inflexible  righteoitC* 
hefs  isdifplayed,  in  perfe£l  ha^rmpny  with  the  peace 
of  finners  who  fubxiiit  to  his  appointment }  and  thus 
God  appears  not  only  gracious  but  juil,  in  receiving 
them  to  favour.  This  is  the  greateft  of  all  his  works^ 
and  exhibits  the  mod  glorious  difcovery  of  his  cha** 
fa£ter  and  perfe£lions.  The  means  are  anfwerableto 
the  grandeur  of  the  d^tignj  and  are  fummarily  ex« 
preffcd  U?  m^Vtext.    ,  '  .  . 

I  fhaii'ribt'VaW  WP  your  time  with  attempting,  to  ■ 
clear  the  difficulties  which  have  been  obferved  in  the 
context.  It  may  fuffice  for  my  purpofe  to  affirm, 
that  this  pafiage  exprefsly  and  exclufively  refers  to 
Mbssiah;  for  which  my  warrant  is  the  authority 
of  the  evangelifts  Matthew  and  Luke  *,  who  direft* 
ly  apply  it  to  him,  and  affure  us  that  it  was  accom- 
pUfhed  in  him.  tf  finners  are  to  be  faved,  without 
injury  to  the  honour  of  his  law  and  government, 
'(and  othcrwife  they  muft  perifli),  two  things  are  ne- 
ceflary. 

I.  That  a  virgin  Jhall  conceive^  and  brbtg  forth  -a 

il.  That 
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n*  That  this  fon  of  the  virgin  Oiali  nave  a  juft  right 
to  be  called  Immanuel^  Gcd  tvHh  us^ 

I.   A  virgin  Jhali  concave^   and  bring  forth  a  foft* 
The  Mediator,  the  furety  for  finful  men,  muft  him* 
felf  be  a  man.     Becaufe  thofe  whom  he  came  to  re- 
deem were  partakers  of  flefli  and  blood,  he  therefore 
took  part  of  the  fame.     Had  not  Messiah  engaged 
for  us,  and  appeared  in  our  nature,  a  cafe  would 
have  occurred,  which  I  think  we  may  warrantably 
deem  incongruous  to  the  Divine  Wifdom.     I  mean, 
that  while  &re  and  haii,  fnow  and  vapour,  and  the 
-ftormy  wind   fulfil    the    will    of   God ;    while    the 
brutes  are  faithful  to  the  inftinds  implanted  in  theni 
by  their  Maker,  a  whole  fpecies  of  intelligent  beings 
would  have  fallen  (hort  of  the  original  law  and  de- 
"fign  of  their  creation,  and  indeed  have  a6ied  in  di- 
re<3  and  continual  oppoiition  to  it.     For  the  duty  of 
man,    to   love,   ferve,    and   ttuft  God  with  all  his 
heart  and  mind,  and  to  love  his  neighbour  as  him- 
felf,  is  founded  ill  the  very  nature  and  conftitution 
of   things,   and  necefllirily  refults  from  his  fdation 
to  God,  and'  his  abfolute  dependence  on  him  as  a 
creature.     Such  a  difpofition  muft:  undoubtedly  have 
been  as  natural  to  man  before  his  fall,  as  it  is  for  a 
bird  to  fly,  or  a  fifh  to  fwink     The  prohibitory  foritl 
of  the  law  delivered  to  Ifrael   from  Mount  Sinai,  is 
a  fufficient  intimation  that  it  was  deiigned  {<y[ fmtiers. 
Surely  our  firft  parents,   while  in  a  ibte  of  inno- 
cence,  could  not  ftand   in  need   of  warnings  and 
threatnings  to  reftrain  them  from  worfhipping  idols, 
or  profaning  tlie  name  of  the  great  God  whom  they 
loved.    -Nor  would  it  have  been  neceflary  to  forbid 
murder,  adultery,  or  injuftice,    if  his  pollerity  had 
continued  under  the  law  of  their  creation^  the  law 
of  love.     But  the  iirft  zQi  of  difobedience  degraded 
and  difabled  man,    detached   him   from  his  proper 
centre,    if  I  may  fo  (peak,    and   incapacitated  him 
both  for  his  duty  and  his  happinefs.     After  his  fall, 
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it  became  inopoiBble  for  cither  Adam  or  his  poftcrity 
to  obey  the  law  of  God.  But  Mj»^ssiah  fulfilled  it 
exa&lyy  as  a  manj  and  the  principles  of  it  are  re- 
newed, by  the  power  of  his  gracei  in  all  who  be- 
lieve on  him.  And  though  their  bed  endeavours 
fall  ihort^  his  obedicface  to  it  is  accepted  on  their  be- 
half ^  and  he  will  at  length  perfedly  reilore  them 
to  their  primitive  order  and  honour.  When  they 
fhall  fee  him  as  he  is,  they  will  be  like  him^  and  all 
their  powers  and  faculties  will  be  perfe^ly  conform- 
ed to  his  image. 

Again^  Messiah  mud  not  only  be  a  man,  but  a^ 
partaker  of  our  very  nature.  It  had  been  equally 
eafy  to  the  power  of  God  to  have  formed  the  body 
of  the  fecond  Adam,  4s  he  formed  the  firft,  out  <^ 
the  duft  of  the  earth.  But  though,  in  this  way,  h« 
"would  have  been  a  true  and  perfe^  man,  he  would 
not  have  been  more  nearly  related  to  us  than  to  the 
angels*  Therefore,  when  God  fent  forth  his  Son  /p 
h  made  under  tie  iaiv,  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law^  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  chtU 
dren  %  and  be  re-admitted  into  his  happy  family,  he 
was  made  of  a  woman.  Thus  Tie  became  our  Goei^ 
our  near  kinfman,  wi^h  whom  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion lay. 

But  farther,  if  he  had  derived  his  human  nature 
altogether  in  the  ordinary  way,  from  iSnful  parents, 
we  fee  not  how  he  could  have  avoided  a  paiticipa- 
tlon  in  that  defilement  and  depiaviiy  which  the  fall 
of  Adam  had  entailed  upon  all  his  pofterityi  But 
his  body,  that  holy  thing,  conceived  and  born  of 
a  virgin,  was  the  immediate  produdlion  of  God. 
Therefore  he  was  perfeftly  pure  and  fpotleft, 
and  qualified  to  be  fuch  a  high  prieft ,  as  became  tds,' 
'  J:}olyj  harmlefsy  undefiled,  and  Jeparate  from  ftnners  f  ; 
who  needed  not,  as  the  typical  high  priefts  of  If- 
rael,   to  offer  up  facrificey  firfi  for  his  own  fm^   atid 

then 
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then  for  the  Jtm  of  the  pfoph  *.  Thcff .  difficulties 
Mirere  obviated  by  a  virgin's  conceiving  and  bearing  a 
fon.  His  obedience  was  wjthput  iSkOii  hia  nature 
without  blemiib,  and  having  no  fin  of  his  own^wkea 
he  voluntarily  offered  hin^felf  to  niake  an  atbnemen^ 
for  the  fins  of  his  people,  his  facrifice  wa$,  fo  fiar^ 
anfwerabie  to  the  ftri£b  and  extenfive  demands  of 
the  law  and  juftice  of  God* 

Let  us  make  a  fole^nm  pa^^e^  and  call  upon  our 
fouls  to  admire  and  adore  the  wifdom  and  power  of 
God  in  this  appointment.  Thus  the  Lordxrimteio! 
'new  thing  upon  the  earth  ! 

IL  Put  furely  pur  admiration  and  gratitude  will 
be  ralCed  ftill  higher,  if  we  rightly  underftand  the 
latter  part  of  my  text.     This  fon  of  the  virgin  fhall 
be  called  Immanuely  God  with  uj^     Though  the  hvi/^ 
man   nature  of  Chrift    was  abfolutely  ,perfe&,   his 
obedience  commenfurate  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  .the 
law,  and  his  fubftitution  and  fufi^rings  for.  finnets 
voluntary;  yet,  had  he  been  no  more  than. a  man^. 
he  would  not  have  been  equal  to  the  great  imderta* 
king  of  faving  finners.     A  due  confideration.  of  the 
majefty,  holinefs,  authority,  and  goodnefs  o£  God,. 
wiU  make  fin  appear  to.be,  as  the  apoftle  expre£S:s 
it,  exceedingly ffful  f.     Whoever  has  a  right  fenfe  of  ' 
the  nature  and  effects  of  that  rebellion  agaiuO:  the    : 
Moft  High,,  which  the  fcripture  intends  by  the.  term; 
Siny  will  not  need  many  arguments  to  convince  hij%.. 
that  the  Mediator  between  God  and  iaian,  muft  be  . 
pofieffed  of  fucb  dignity  and  powec,  as  cannot  be 
attributed  to  a  creatuj^,  without  deftroying  the  idea. 
of  a  created  and  dependent  being,,  by  a^ribing  t^ 
bim  thpJGs  p^i:fe<iiions. which,  ace  incommumcably^di- 
vine.  * 

If  Messiah  bad  been  a  finlefsaod  perfe£^.man,  and; 
no  mure^  he  might  have  yielded  a  complete  obedtenoe 
to  the  ^iU  of  God,  but  it  could  have  be^i  only  foiir 
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himfelf.  Tiie  nioft  excellent  and  exalted  creature 
caxmot  exceed  Ae  law  of  his  creation.  As  a  crea- 
ture, liei  is  bound  to  ierve  God  with  bis  all)  and  his 
obligations  will  always  be  equal  to  his  ability.  But 
an  obedience  acceptable  and'  avaihMe  for  others,  for 
thoufdnds  and  millions,  for  all  who  are  wilting  tat 
plead  it,  muft  be  conneded  with  a  nature  whidi  is 
not  thus  neceflarily  bound.  A  finner,  truly  convin* 
oed  of  his  obnoxiouihefs  to  ^  diipkafure  of  €rod^ 
muft  fink  into  defpair,  notwithftanding  the  intima- 
tion of  a  Saviour,  ^be  were  not  afiured  by  the  ferip^^ 
ture,  that  it  was  a  divine  perfon  in  the  human  na- 
ture who'en^ged  for  us.  It  is  this  alone  affords  a 
foUd  ground  for  hope,,  to  know  that  he  who  was  be- 
fore all,  by  whom* all  things^  were  made,  and  by 
whom  they  confifl,  afiumed  the  nature  of  man ; 
that  the  great  Lawgiver  himfelf  fubmilted  to  be 
under' his.  own  law;  This  wonderful  condefcen* 
fion  gave  an  immenie  vahie  and  dignity  ta  all  that 
he  did,  to-  alt  that  he  fuffered  v  thus  fie  not  only 
fatisfied^  but  honoured  the  law.  So  that  we  may,, 
without  hefitation^  affirm,  that  the  law  of  God  was 
more  honoured  by  Messiah,  in  his  obedienee  to  i^f 
during  the  few  years  of  his  refidence  upon  eardi,  and 

'  terminated  by  his  laft  and  higheft  a&  of  obedience 
in  fubmitting  to  the  death  of  the  crofsf  than  it  could 
have  been  by  the  unfinning  obedienee  of  <all  mankind 
to  the  end  of  time. 

But  Messiah  was  not  only  to  obey  the  law  for  us». 

'  'he  was  likewife  to  expiate,  to  fuflain,  and  to  exhauft^ 
ihe  curfe  due  to  fin*.  Iti  this  attempt,  no  mere 
feature  could  have  endured.  Nor  could  the  fuf<^ 
feiings  of  a  creature  have  been  propofed  to  the  uni* 
verfe,  t6  angels,  and  men,  as  a  confideratioit  fufBcient 
le  vindicate  the  rtghteoufnefs  and  truth  of  Gk)d  in 
Ae  remiffion  of  fin,  after  he  had  determined  and 
tdemnly  declared  that  tie,  wages  of  Jin  is  death.    The 
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apoftle  aiTures  us,  that  it  is  impoffibU  for  the  blood  of 
bitlh  and  of  gpaU  ito  fate  away  Jin  *.     'I'hey  who  dif- 
fer from  the  apoftle  in  their  judgmenti  who  think  it 
very  poffible  for  God,  if  he  pleafed,  to  forgive  the 
finner  who  ihould  offer  a  bull  or  a  goat,    or  even 
without  any  offering,  by  the  fovereign  cxercife  of  his 
mercy,  may  be  reminded,   that  the  queftion  is  not 
limply  what  God  eanAo^  but  what  it^  becomes  him  to 
do,  agreeable  to  his  perfe£kions,  and  to  his  charader 
as  governor  of  the  world.     Of  this  his*  infinite  wif- 
dom  is  the  only  competent  judge ;  and  we  learn  from 
his  word,  that  it  is  impuilible  any  blood,  but  that  of 
his  own  Son,  can  cleanfe  us  from  guilt,  or  fave  us' 
from  mifery.    The  blood  of  a  bull  or  a  goat,  of  a 
man  or  an  angel,  (if  angels  could  bleed),  are  all  equal* 
}y  infufiicient  to  the  great  purpofe  of  declaring  his 
ngfateottfnefs,  of  manifefting  to  all  intelligent  crea* 
tures  his    inflexible  difpleafure  againft  fin^    in  the 
very  a£l  of  affording  mercy  to  (inners.     But  fince  the 
atoning  blood  is  the  blood  of  Immanuel,  of  him  who  \ 
is  God  with  us ;  the  finner  who  makes  it  hts  plea^ . 
builds  his  hope  upon  a  rock  which    cannot  be  re-a- 
moved;  and  obtaining:  forgivenefs  in  this  way,  he' 
Jikewife  obtains  by  it  fuch  a  knowledge  of  the  hein« 
oufnefsof  (in,  as  difpofes  him  from  that  hour  to  fear^^ 
hate,  and  forfake  it. 

But  though  jforgtvenefs  be  an^efTential  part.of  faU- 
vation,  it  is  not  the  whole.  We  cannot  be  happy^ 
except  the  power  of  fin  be  likewife  deftroyed.  A* 
well-grounded  hope  in  the  mercy  of  God,  is  cotmec- 
ted  with  a  thirft  for  fanAification,  and  a  conformity, 
to  his  image.  But  neither  this  hope  nor  this  defire 
are  natural  to  us.  Our  cafe  requires  the  help  of  an' 
almighty  arm,  of  the  power  which  can  caufe  the 
Hind  to  fifj  the  deaf \tohear^  the  dead t(farifii  which 
can  take  away  the  neart  of  -  done,'  and  create  a  heart 
ef  fleih.    So  likewife  tlie  difficulties  attendant  on  our 
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Chrlftian  profeffion,  ari£ng  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
world  around  us^  the  fnares  to  which  we  are  expofed 
in  every  fituation,  our  weaknefsy  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
our  hearts,  the  fubtilty,  Tigilance,  and  power  of  our 
Spiritual  enemiesi  are  fo  many  and  great,  that  unlefs 
he,  on  whom  we  depend  for  falvation,  be  able  to  fave 
to  the  uttermoft,  we  can  have  na  fecurity,  either  for 
our  progrefs,  or  our  perfeverance,  in  the  grace  of 
God.  Unlefs  the  Saviour  of  finners  be  omniprefent> 
omnifcient,  unchangeable,  the  fame  yeficrday^  ithd^y^ 
and  for  evtr^  that  is,  unlefs  he  be  God,  how  can  he 
anfwer  the  prayers,  fatisfy  the  wants,  and  relieve 
the  diftrefies  of  all  who  truft  in  him  in  every  age9 
and  of  all  who  in  every  place  equally  need  his  fup- 
port  at  the  fame  moment  ?  Or  how  c;^n  he  engage 
to  give  reft  to  every  weary  foul,  to  fecure  them  from 
per iihing,  and  to  beftow  upon  them  eternal  life  ? 
David  comfortably  concluded,  that  becaufe  the  Lorjd 
was  his  ihepherd,  he  (hould  not  want,  and  had  no 
reafon  to  fear  ^^  not  even  when  pafling  through  the 
valley  of  the  {hadow  of  death.  To  us  Jefus  is  made 
known  as  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  (heep  \  but  how 
can  we  place  the  like  confidence  in  him,  unlefs  we 
likewife  are  aflured  that  our  fhepherd  is  the  Lord  ? 

I  ihall  not  attempt  to  vindicate  this  do£irine  large- 
ly from  the  exceptions  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves 
men  of  reafon.  It  is  a  point  of  revelation^  and  it  is 
czprefsly  revealed.  It  demands  our  aflent  upon  the 
authority  of  God,  who  requires  us  to  receive  this  re- 
cord whigh  he  has  given  us  oi  his  Son.  Thus  far  it 
approves  itfelf  to  our  reafon,  that  however  difficult  it 
may  |be  to  our  conceptions,  yet  thus  it  muft  be,  upon 
a  fuppofition  that  finners  can  be  faved  without  preju- 
dice to  the  honour  of  the  divine  government.  If  we 
affirm^  that  he  who  was  born  in  a  ftable^  and  fufFered 
as  a  malefa^or  upon  Mount  Golgotha,  is  the  true 
God  a»d  eternal  lifci  many  wiU  think  it  a  bard  faying. 
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But  it  is  the  doflrine  of  fcripturc,  the  very  pillar  and 
ground  of  truth ;    the  only  foundation  of  hope  for 
an  awakened  confcience,  the  only  (landard  by  which 
we  can  properly  eftimate  the  evil  of  fin,  the  worth 
of  the  foul,  and  the  love  of  God.     We  do  not,  how« 
ever,  fay,  that  the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  confi- 
dered  in  itfelf,  poiTeiTes  the  attributes  of  Deity,  or  is 
the  proper  objeft  of  worfhip  5  nor  do  we  fuppofe  that 
God  could  fufler,  bleed,  or  die.     But  we  fay,  with 
the  apoftle,   that  God  was  in  Chrift^  reconciling  the 
nvorld  unto  him/elf*.  ^Wc  believe  that  the  human  na- 
ture was  fo  intimately  and  indiflblubly  united  to  the 
divine,  that  the  properties  and  a£lings  of  each  nature 
are  juftly  afcribed  to  the  one  pcrfon  of  Chrift,  God* 
man,  Immanuely  God  with  us^    Thus  we  read  that  the 
final  judgment  of^  the  worlc^is  committed  to  a  man^ 
and  that  GW  hath  purchafed  his  chlirch  with  his  cwn 
Hood  f . 

Behold  then  the  chara£ber  of  Messiah  in  this 
prophecy  j  a  man  I  a  God  J  a  divine  perfon  in  the 
human  nature.  God  mantfefled  in  the  Jle/h  f  Imma* 
nue/f  God  with  uu  , 

As  fallen  creatures,  we  had  loft  the  true  knowledge 
of  God,  and  were  unable  to  form  fuch  conceptions 
of  his  greatnefs  and  goodnefs,  as  are  neceiTary  to  in- 
fpire  us  with  reverence,  to  engage  our  confidence,  or 
produce  obedience  to  his  will.  His  glory  fhines  ia 
the  heavens  and  fills  the  earth  *,  we  are  furrounded 
by  the  tokens  of  his  power  and  prefence  \  -^tty  till 
we  are  inftru^ied.  by  his  word,  and  enlightened  by 
his  Holy  Spirit,  he  is  to  us  an  unknown  God.  The 
pi^valence  of  idolatry  was  early,  and  (with  an  except 
tion  to  the  people  of  Ifrael)  foon  became  univerfaL 
Men  who  boafted  of  their  reafon,  worfliipped  the  fun 
and  moon,  yea,  the  works  of  their  own  hands,  inftead 
of  the  Creator.  And  even  where  revelation  is  vouch- 
iafedy  the  bulk  of  mankind  live  without  God  in  the 
:!%  world* 
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world.  But  he  is  known,  truftcd,  and'  ferved,  by 
thofe  who  know  Messiah.  To  them  his  glory  is 
difplayed  in  the  perfon  of  Jcfus  Chrift  *.  Hiff  a- 
gency  is  perceived  in  the" creation,  his  providence  is 
acknowledged,  and  his  prefence  felt  as  God  with  us. 

As  fallen  creatures,  God  is  againft  us,  and  we  are 
againft  him.  The  alienation  of  oar  hearts  is  the  great 
eaufe  of  our  ignorance  of  him.  We  are  willingly 
Ignorant.  The  thoughts  of  him  are  unwelcome  to 
us,  and  we  do  not  like  to  retain  him  in  our  know- 
ledge. Guilt  is  the*  parent  of  Atheifm.  A  fecret 
foreboding,  that  if  there  be  a  God,  we  are  obnoxious 
to  his  difpleafure ;  and  that  if  he  takes  cognizance  of 
our  coDdu£^,  we  have  nothing  to  hope,  but  every 
thing  to  fear  from  him,  conftrains  many  perfons  to 
try  to  per fuade  themfelves  that  there  is  no  God ;  and 
many  more  to  thmk,  or  at  leaft  to  wifh,  thajt  if  there 
be  a  God,  he  does  not  concern  himfelf  with  humanr 
affairs.  VPhat  a  proof  is  this  of  the  enmity  of  the  heart 
of  man  againft  him!  that  fo  many  perfons  who  would 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  being  in  a  (hip,  driven  by 
the  winds  and  waves,  without  compafs  or  pilot,  fhould 
yet  think  it  defirable,  if  it  were  poffible,  to  be  aflurcd, 
that  in  a  world  like  this,  fo  full  of  uncertainty,  trou- 
ble, and  change,  all  things  were  left  at  random,  with- 
out the  interference  of  a  fupreme  governor.  But 
this  enmity,  thefe  dark  appreh&nfions,  are  removed, 
when  the  gofpel  is  received  by  faith.  For  it  brings 
us  the  welcome  news,  that  there  is  fprgivenefs  with 
him ;  that  Gdd  is  reconciled  in  his  Son  to  all  who 
feek  his  mercy.  Ih  this  fenfe,  likcwife,  Messiah  is 
Iwrnahuei,  Qod  with  us^  on  our  fidci  no  longer  the 
avenger  of  fin,  but  the  author  of  falvation. 

Immanml  is  God  ivith  us,  God  in  our  nature  ftill. 
He  fufiered  as  a  man,  and  as  a  man  he  now  reigns  on 
the  throne  of  glory ;  exercifing  all  power  and  au- 
thority, and  receiving  all  fpiritual  Virorfhip  both  in 
beaven  and  upon  earth*    He  is  the  head  of-^^U  prin« 

cipaliiicsi 
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cipaltties  atijj  po^ersy  thrones  and  dominions.  Thus 
man  is  not  only  faved,  but  unfpcakably  honoured- 
and  ennobled.  He  is  brought  into  the  neareft  rela- 
tion to  him,  who  is  over  all  blefled  for  ever.  The 
angels  adore  him ;  but  only  redeemed  Cnners  can  fay. 
He  loved  us^  und  gave  hiinfelf  far  us  ,•  he  has  nvapjed  us 
from  ourjtrr  tn  his  own  blood  • ;  he  is  our  Saviour,  our 
fhepherd,  our  friend,  our  Immanutlf  God  ivitb  uu 

I  (hall  conclude  with  a  few  obvious  refie£tions 
which  offer  from  this  important  fubje£t. 

I.  What  a  cold  aflcnt  is  paid  to  the  do<3;rine  of 
the  Godhead  of  Chrift  by  many  who  profefs  and  re- 
ceive it  as  a  truth !  They  have  received  from  educa- 
tion, from  books  or  minifters,  what  is  called  an  or- 
thodox fcheme  of  religious  fentiments,  and  with  this 
they  arc  contented.  They  have  not  been  accuftom- 
^d  to  doubt  of  it,  and  therefore  take  it  for  granted 
that  they  really  believe  it.  But  as  I  have  already 
hinted,  it  is  fo  contrary  to  bur  natural  apprehenfions, 
that  no  man  can,  from  his  heart,  fay  that  Jf/tts  Chrlfi 
is  Lordi  unlefs  he  be  taught  of  God.  And  a  cordial 
belief  of  this  point  will  and  muit  produce  great  and 
abiding  efiefts.  They  who  know  the  Saviour's  namcj^ 
will  fo  truft  in  him,  as  to  renounce  every  other 
ground  of  confidence.  They  will  love  him  fupreme- 
ly,  and  forfake  every  thing  tnat  ftands  in  Competition 
with  his  favour;  They  will  glory  in-  hiscrofs^.  they 
will  efpoufe  his  caufe,  and  devote  themfclves  to  his 
fcrvice.  They  will  niake  continual  application  ta 
him,  that,  they  may  receive  out  of  hi*  fulnefs  grace 
according  to  their  need.  T3iey  wiH  obey  his  pre* 
eepts,  and  walk  in  his  Spirit;  Happy  were  it,  in^^^ 
deed,  if  all  who  join  in  repeating  the  Greedy, and* who 
bow  their  knee  at  the  mention  of  his  name,  were  thus 
minded.  But  tlie  lives,  tempers,  and  purfuits  o£ 
thoufands,  give  too  fure  an  evidence,  that  when  they 
exprefs  their  afientwith  their  lips,  they  neither  knov^ 
wbat  they  fay,  nor  whereof  they  affirm.  Their  ac- 
knowledgment. 
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knowledgemept  of  Ihs  chara£ter,  has  no  more  falutaiy 
influence,  than  that  of  the  evil  fpirita  when  he  was 
uppn  earth,  who  faid,  and  perhaps  with  a  much  ful- 
ler convidlion.  We  know  thee  nvha  thou  arJ,  tie  holy 
one  of  God*  • 

2.  What  a  ftrong  foundation  does  this  do£trine 
afford  for  the  faith  and  hope  of  thofe  who  indeed 
know  Messiah,  and  have  put  their  truil  in  him» 
This  truth  is  the  rock  upon  which  the  church  is 
built,  and  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  not  prevail  againft 
it.  If  God  be  for  «/,  who  fbail  be  agatnfl  us  F  The 
difficulties  of  our  warfare  are,  great,  the  enemies  of 
our  peace  are  many.  The  world  may  frown,  and 
Satan  will  rage,  but  Jefus  has  overcome  the  worlds 
and  is  greater  than  all  our  foes*  He  will  guide  his 
people  with  his  unerring  wifdom,  fupport  them  with 
his  almighty  arm,  fupply  them  out  of  the  inexhaufti- 
ble  riches  of  his  gracp,  revive  them  when  fainting^ 
heal  them  when  wounded,  plead  for  them  above  as 
their  great  high  piieft,  manage  for  them  upon  earth 
as  their  great  (hepherd,  and  at  laft  make  them  more 
than  conquerors,  and  give  them  a  crown  of  life  ! 

3,  On  the  contrary,  how  dreadful  muft  be  the 
ftate  of  thofe  who  finally  rejedl  him,  and  fay  in  their 
hearts,  JVe  tui/I  not  have  this  man  to  rule  over  us  t 
He  is  now  propofed  as  a  Saviour^  he  invites  finnerB 
to  come  to  him,  that  they  may  have  life,  and  afTures 
us,  ^hat  him  that  comet h  he  will  in  no  'wife  caji  out  f  • 
Happy  are  they  who  hear  and  obey  his  voice  to-day, 
while  it  is  called  to-day.  To- morrow  is  uncertain* 
Death  may  be  at  tht*  door,  and  at  death  our  (late 
will  be  determine^  for  eternity.  They  who  refufe 
him  now,  in  the  cbara£}er  of  a  Saviour,  muft  then 
appear  at  his  tribunal,  and  ftand  before  him  as  their 
Judge ;  and  mull  ^nfwer^  in  their  own  perfors,  for 
all  their  tranfereffions  of  the  holy  Ij^w,  and  for  their 
contempt  of  the  gofpel  of  tl^e,  grace  of  God ! 

SER. 
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Salvation  publilhed  from  the  Mountains. 

ISAIAU  xl.  9« 

O  "Ziotty  that  hringejt  good  tidings^  get  thee  up  inh 
the  high,  mountains :  0  JerufaUm^  that  brihg^  good 
tidings,  lift  up  thy  voice  with  Jirength,  Itfi  it  up,  he 
not  afraid^,  fay  unto  the  cities  of  ^udah,  Behold  your 
God! 

IT  would  be  Improper  to  proppfc  an  alteratioi^, 
though  a. flight  one,  in  the  reading  of  a  text^ 
without  bearing  my  teftimony  to  the  great  value  of 
our  EngliCh  verfion,  which  I  believe,  in  point  of 
fimplicity»  ftrcngth,  and  fidelity,  is  not  likely  to  be 
excelled  by  a  new  tranflation  of  the  whole  fcripture. 
But  there  are,  undoubtedly,  particular  paf&ges, 
where  a  fmall  change 'in  the  expreffion  might  ren- 
der the  fenfe  clearer^  and  be  equally  anfwerable  to 
the  original  Hebrew  or  Greek.  The  addrefs  of  this 
verfe  as  it  (lands  in  the  MeJJiah  la,  0  thou  thai  telll 
fft  good  tidings,  &c.  as  the  Biflbop  of  London  has 
lately  tranflated  it.  Zion  and  Jerufalcm  are  confi- 
dered  by  the  prophet,  not  as  bringing,  but,  as  re- 
ceiving good  tidings  \  and  the  publHher  of  thefe 
good  tidings  is  written  with  a  feminine  conftruAion. 
J  he  fenfc  may  be  thus  exprcfled,  "  Let  her  that 
bringeth  good  tidings  to  Jerufalem  and  Zion,  get  iip 
into  the  high  mountains  and  lift  up  her  voice>''  But 
the  apoflrophe  is  more  animated.  That  it  was  the 
cullom  in  Ifrael  for  the  women  to  publifh  and  ce* 
lebrate  good  newa  with  fongs  ^nd  inftruments,  is 
well    known.    We   have   an  early  inftance  in  the 
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book  of  Exodus.  When  the  Lord  had  delivered 
them  from  the  power  of  Pharaoh)  and  they  faw 
their  enemies,  who  had  fo  lately  threatened  them, 
dead  upon  the  fea-fliore,  Miriam^  tie  ftfter  of  Aaron^ 
took  a  timbrel  in  her  hand,  and  all  the  women  went 
cut  after  her  with  timbrels  and  with  dances  $  and 
Miriam  anfwered  them^  Sing  ye  t§  the  Lord,  for  he 
hath  triumphed  gloriouflys  the  horfe  and  his  rider  hath 
he  thronvn  into  the  fea  *.  So  afterwards,  when  Da^ 
vid  returned  from  the  Jlaughter  of  the  Piili/iines\  the 
women  came  out  to  meet  him  and  Saul,  with  tabrets 
and  in/lruments  of  mufic  }  and  they  anfwered  me  ^/i- 
oither  as  they  played,  Saul  hathjlain  his  thoufandr,  and 
David  his  ten  thoufands  f .  Thus  likewife  Deborah^ 
in  her  fublime  fong,  reprefents  the  mother  of  Sife- 
ra  %  and  her  women  finging  alternately,  from  a 
^niident,  though  vain  ezpedation,  that  Sifera  would 
return  a  conqueror.  In  my  text,  the  prophet,  ia 
profpe£l  of  Messiah's  appearance,  fpeaks  of  it  a8 
an  event  fuited  to  excite  a  general  joy.  The  gofpel 
{as  the  word  imports)  is  good  news,  glad  tidings  in- 
deed \  the  beft  news  that  ever  reached  the  ears,  or 
cheered  the  heart  of  man.  The  women  are,  there* 
fore,  called  upon  to  proclaim  his  approach,  on  the 
tops  of  the  hills  and  mountains,^  from  whence  they 
may  be  feen  and  heard  to  the  greateft  advantage, 
for  the  fpreading  of  the  tidings  throughout  the 
whole  country.  Zion  is  as  a  befieged  city,  but  let 
her  ^now  that  relief  is  at  hand ;  fay  unto  her,  iV 
hold  your  God!  The  Lord  God  will  come  with  a 
ftrong  hand,  or  againft  the  ftrong  one,  and  his  peo- 
ple {hall  know  him  as  their  (hepherJ,  full  of  care, 
kindnefs,  and  power. 

The  promife  of  Immanuel,  God  iviih  us,  M  now 
to  be  fpread  like  the  morning  from  the  tops  of  the 
Hiountains.  The  day  is  breaking,  and  this  paflage 
prepares  for  the  following,  Anfe^  fhine,  for  thy  light 

is 
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if  come!  The  welcome  news  is  to  be  difperfed  from 
Jerufalem  to  Ssimaria,  from  Jew  to  Gentile,  from 
one  kingdom  to  another  people,  till  all  the  natiox^ 
and  ends  of  the  t^nhjiall/ie  thefohation  ofGed"*. 

TTm  caufe  of  this  exultation  artfes  from  the  cha* 
ra^er  of  Mes&iah,  compared  with  the  defign  of  his 
appearance,  and  this  is  anfwerable  to  the  condidoil 
in  which  he  iSnds  mankind. 

The  deplorable  ftate  of  fallen  man  by  nature  is 
largely  defcribed  both  in  the  Old  Teftameht  and  in 
the  New.  It  may  fuffice  to  take  notice  of  three 
principal  features,  which  chara£leTife  our  whole  fpe« 
cieg,  and  apply  to  every  individual  of  the  race  of 
Adam,  until  the  grace  of  God,  which  bringeth  faU 
Yacion,  affords  relief.  Tliefe  are  guilt,  alienation  of 
heart,  and  mifery. 

f.  Guilt.  All  have  finned.  We  are  the  crea- 
tures of  God^  He  made  us,  and  he  pre'ferves  us. 
Our  life,  faculties,  and  comforts,  are  all  from  him. 
He  is,  therefore,  our  great  Lord,  our  fupreme  be- 
nefad^or.  Of  courfe  we  belong  to  him.  His  we 
are,  and  not  bur  own.  It  fcOlows,  that  dependence, 
gratitude,  fubmiffion,  and  obedience,  are  incumbent 
on  us,  as  they  muft  be  upon  all  inteUigent  creatures^ 
from  the  very  nature  of  things.  The  relation  which 
fubfifts  between  an  infinitely  wife  and  good  Creator 
and  his  creatures,  if  capable  of  knowing  him,  ne- 
cefiTarily  implies  this  fubjedlion.  And  the  obliga* 
tion  is  indiffolttble.  But  we  have  evidently  broki^n 
this  law  of  our  creation.  We  have  violated  th^  or- 
der of  God's  government.  We  have  implicitly^  if 
not  formally,  renounced  our  allegiance,  difowned 
his  right  over  us,  and  fet  up  for  ourfelves.  A  de- 
pendent creature  affed^ing  independence;  a  w<^rm 
prefuming  upon  its  ovim  power,  making  itfelf  its 
own  end;  a  rebel  againfl:  the  divine  government, 
boafting  of  morality  and  goodnefs,  and  trulting  to 

his 
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hiS  own  condu^i  to  recommend  him  to  the  fayour  oF 
his  Maker  \  ^  being  formed  for  immortality)  propo* 
fing  his  whole  happinefs  in  things  which  he  feels  to 
be  unfatisfying^  knows  to  be  uncertain)  and  from 
which  he  is  confcious  he  muft,  in  a  few  years  at 
moil,  be  Bnally  removed }  thefe  are  folecifms  which 
firopgly  prove  the  depravity,  degeneracy,  and  deme* 
rit  of  man.     It  is  poffible,  that  had  we  been  wholly 
kft  to  ourfelveS)  we  (hould  never  have  been  aware,  . 
while  in  this  world,  of  the  juft  and  inevitable  coafe* 
qu<;nces  of  our  rebellion.     Having  loft   all    right 
thoughts  of  God,  and  conceiving  of  him,  as  if  he 
were  altogether  like  ourielves,  we  m^ht  have  felt 
neither  fear  nor  remorfe.     But  there  is  a  revelation, 
by  which  we  arps  informed  of  his  determined  pur* 
pofe  to  avenge  diibbedience,  and  to  vindicate  the 
honour  of  his  government ;  and  we  are  a0ured,  that 
he  is  not  an  indi£Ferent  fpediatpr  of  our  c^pofitioa 
to  his  eftablifhed  order.     His  juftiqe  and  tntfh  are 
engaged  to  punifli  tranfgreflbrs,  and  our  obnoxiouC- 
nefs  to  punifhment,  is  what  we  mean  by  guUi:     If 
the  fctipture  be  true,  .there  is  no  way  of  efcape* 
unlefs  he  bimfelf  be  {^eafed  to  appoint  <^e.     This  he 
has  clone,  a^d  di$«  declaration -^f  thiQ  s^pipiiHment  is 
a  part  of  the  good  tidings  contained  in<  my  text. 
Proclaim  it   from  the  tops  of   the  mountains,  that 
there  is  forgivenefs  with  him.    Say  unto  Jefu&lem, 
Behold  Messiah,  Behold  your  God !  He  comes  to 
put  away  fin  by  the  (acrifice  ot  himfelf  *.     He  can 
do  it,  for  he  is  God  5  and  he  %ui/I  do  it,  for  he  has 
taken  on  him  our  nature  for   this  very  purpofe  f . 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  nvho  taketb  away  the  Jin  of 
thi  world  1 

2.  Alienation  of  mind.  Not  only  is  it  true  that  we 
have  Gnned  againft  the  Lord,  but  a  principle  of  a* 
verfion  from  .him  is  deeply  rooted  in  our  hearts. 
Therefore  one  part  of  our  natural  chara£ier  is,  ha^ 

ters 
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iers-of(5^»    This  is  thought  a  hard  faying.     Many 
who  will  admit  that  their  condu£b  is  blameable,  and 
that  they  are  not  altogether  what  they  ought  to  be, 
will  by  no  means  plead  guilty  to  this  charge.    If  they 
fall  ihort  of  their  duty,  and  in  fome  inftances  tranf- 
grefs  his  commandment,  they  fay,  It  is  their  infir- 
mity j  they  are  forry,   and  hope  to  do  better  fome 
time  or  other.     However,  they  are  willing  to  think 
that  Ifleir  hearts  are  tolerably  good,  they  mean  well, 
and  are  (hocked  at. the  idea  of  hating  God.    They 
rather  prefume  that  they  love  him,  though  they  are 
not  fo  careful  to  pleafe  him  as  they  (hould  be.     I 
do  not  aflert  that  we  hate  God  under  that  charafker 
which  cur  vain  imaginations  form  of  him.     If  we 
can  perfuade  ourfelves,  in  dired  contradidlion  to  the 
teftimony  of  Scripture,  that  he  is  not  ftri£t  to  mark 
what  is  amtfs  ;  that  he  will  difpenfe  with  the  ftrift- 
nefs  of  his  law ;  that  he  will  furely  have  mercy  upon 
us,  becaufe  we  are  not  openly  abandoned  and  profli- 
gate in  oiir  condu£l ;  that  he  will  accept  of  lip-wor- 
fhip  in  which  the  heart  has  no  concern,  reward  us  for 
a&ions  in  which  we  had  no  intention  of  plealing 
him,  permit  us  to  love  and  fcrve  the  world  with  all 
our  mind,   and  foul,  and  ftrength,    while  we  live, 
and  make  us  happy  in  another  world,  when  we  can 
Kve  in  this  no  longer — If  we   form  fuch   an  image 
of  God,  it  is  top  much  like  our  own  to  provoke  our 
enmity,  for  it  'is  deftitiite  of  holinefs,  juflice,  and 
truth.     Y^Mtihe  carnal  mind  is  znd  mud  be,  enmity 
againft^dd^i  accox^ding  to  the  chara£lcr  he  has  given 
of  himfclf  in  his  word.     We  have  an  inbred  diflike 
to  all  his  moral  attributes,  to  the  rule  of  his  govferri- 
nlent,  and  to  the  methods  of  his  grace.     We  can- 
not, that  is,  we/will  not,  propofe  either  his  glory 
as  our  chief  end,  orchis  favour  as  our  qhief  good. 
The  proof  is  plain;    The  ends  which'  we  aftually 
purfiie,  and  the  fuppofed  good  which  w^  deliberate- 
ly 
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ly  prefer^  are  utterly  inconGftent  with  the  pkn  which 
he  has  pttfcribed  for  us.  His  ways,  though  truly 
pleafant  in  themfelvesy  appear  unpleafing  to  us,  and 
we  think  we  can  plan  better  for  ourfelves.  We  dp 
not  like  to  retain  God  in  our  thoughts  *,  which  is  a  furc 
Cgn  of  enmity.  Nay,  this  enmity  is  fo  ftrong  in  us 
naturally,  that  we  cannot  bear  others  fhould  think 
more  highly  of  God  than  we  do,  or  be  more  attached 
to  him  dian  we  are.  This  was  the  giround  of  the 
firft  murder*  Abel  loved  God,  and  God  was  pleafed 
to  teftify  his  approbation  of  Abel,  and  therefore  Cain 
killed  hut)  f  •  This  has  been  the  great  caufe  of  the 
oppofition  and  ill- treatment  which  the  fervants  of 
God  have  met  with  from  the  men  of  the  world  in  all 
fucceeding  ages :  A  caufe  which  dill  fubfillst  and 
will  continue  to  operate  upon  pofterity  yet  unborn. 
Can  we  fhow  a  ftronger  mark  of  diilike  to  a  perfon^ 
than  by  hating  all  who  profefs  a  regard  to.  him^  and 
when  that  is  the  only  caufe  of  our.  refentpaent  ? 
Such  is  the  prevailing  enmity  againit  God.  For 
how  often  do  we  fee  that  when  his  grace  enables  a 
(inner  to  fbrfake  the  fpixit  and  praAice  of  the  world, 
his  former  friends  are  immediately  offended  i  and> 
perhaps,  thofe  of  his  own  houfeliold  become  bis  in* 
veterate  enemies  ? 

But,  O  tbw  that  bringejl  good  tidings^  lift  up  thy 
voke.  Say  to  poor  fmners,  behold  your  God  I  He 
comes  to  take  this  enmity  away  i  The  crofs  of  Chrift 
fubdues  it)  when  every  other  expedient  has  been 
found  inefi^diual.  The  heart,  too  hard  to  be  foftened 
by  a  profufion  of  temporal  benefits,  and  too  ftout 
to  be  fubdued  by  afflldiions,  is  melted  by  the  dyin^ 
love  of  a  Saviouri  and  by  that  difcovery  of  the  di- 
vine perfections  which  is  exhibited  in  redemption. 
We  have  a  ftriking  inftance  of  this  effect,  in  the 
cafe  of  Saul  of  Tarfus  %.  His  mlfguided  confcience, 
tinder  the  influence   of   prejudice,   perfuaded   him, 

that 
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that  hi  ought  to  do  many  things  agawft  Jefus  of  Naza^ 
reth.     Inftsgated  with  rage,   and   not  fatisned  with 
•the  injuries  he  had  offered  to  his  difciples  at  Jemfa- 
lem»  h\xt  JlUl  breathing  out  threatnings  and  Jlaugbter^ 
he  journeyed  towards  Damafcus^  defigning   to   ha- 
rafs  and  perfecute  them   wherever  he  found  them* 
In  this  temper  of  mind,  he  was  fuddcniy  arrefted  on 
his  way,  by  a  light,  and  a  voice  from  heaven.     He 
fell  to  the  ground*     But  Jefus,  whom  he  had  igno« 
rantly  perfecuted,  inftru£bed  him  in  the  knowledge 
of  his  perfon  and  love,  pardoned  his  fin,  and  com* 
miflioned  him  to  preach  the  faith  he  had  laboured  to 
deftroy.     How  fudden,   how  evident,  how  abiding 
was  the  change  which  then  took  place  in  his  heart 
and  in  his  condud  i   From  that  moment  he  account- 
ed all  things  iofs  and  dung^  for  the  (xcellency  of  the 
know/edge  of  Chrift  Jefus  his  Lord  *.     Unwearied  by 
labour  and  hardibip,  undifmayed  by  oppofition  and 
danger^   he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the 
caufe  of  his  Mafter  \   and   like   Csefar,   accounting 
nothing   done   while   any   thing    remained    to    do, 
his  aflive  and  intrepid  fpirit  was  continually  medi- 
tating new  fervices  f .     And,  though  he  knew   that 
bonds  and  afflictions  aw<aited  him  in  every  place,  he 
was  always  upon  the  wing  to  publifli  to  his  fellow* 
'finners  the  grace  and  glory  of  him  whom  he  had 
io  long  oppofed,   only   becaufe  he  knew  him  not. 
And  although  the  circumi^ances  attending  the  apof- 
tie's  cafe  were  extraordinary,  the  cafe  itfelf,  as  to 
the  fubftance,  is  not  (ingular^    I  truft  many  perfons 
in  this  aflembly  have  been  the  fubje£):s   oi   a  like 
change.    The  do&rine  which  Paul  preached,  has  en- 
lightened your  underftandings,  has  inlpired  you  with 
hopes  and  dcfires  to  which  you  were  once  Itrangers, 
and  given  a  new  dire&ion  to  the  conduct  and  aims 
of  your  life.     You  were  once  afar  off  from  God^ 
but  you  are  now  brought  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chriil< 

You 
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You  once  lived  to  yourfelves,  but  now  you  feel  that 
you  are  no  longer  your  own,  and  have  devoted  your* 
lelves  to  him  who  died  to  favc  you  from  the  prefcnt 
evil  world,  and  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

3.  Mifery.     If  we  are  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God, 
and  alienated  from  him  in  our  hearts,  we  muft  be 
miferable.     Guilt  entails  a  burden,  and  a  foreboding 
of  evil  upon  the  confcience.     And  our   alienation 
from  the  fountain  of  living  waters  *,  compels  us  (for 
we  are  infufficient  to  our  own  happinefs)  to  feek  our 
refources  from  broken  cifterns,  and  pits  which  will 
hold  no  water.     Farther,  fin  has  filled  the  world  with 
wo.     The  whole  creation  travails  and  groans ;  and 
natural  evil  is  infeparable  from  moral,  as  the  (hadow 
from  the  body.     Though  the  earth  be  filled  with  to- 
kens of  the  goodnefs,  patience,  and  forbearance  of 
God,  it  likewife  abounds  with  marki  of  his  difplea- 
furc.     I  tWnk  we  have  fufficient  reafon  to  attribute 
earthquakes,  hurricanes,  famine,  and  peftilence,  to 
fin  as  their  original  and  proper  caufe.     We  can  hard- 
ly conceive,  that  if  mankind  had  continued  in  that 
happy  flatc  of  love  and,  obedience  to  God,  in  which 
our  fir{^  parents  were  created,  they  would  have  been 
expofed  to  fuch  calamities.    When  God,  at  the  be- 
ginning, furvcyed  every  thing  that  he  had  made,  be^- 
%old  it  was  very  good  \.     All  was  beauty  and  harmo- 
ny, till  fin  introduced  diforder  and  a  curfe.     But  far 
Svorfe  than  what  we  fufFer  immediately  from  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  are  the  evils  which  we  bring  upotf 
ourfelvesand  upon  each  other.     The  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  war,  rapine,  difcord,  hatred,  ambition,  ava- 
rice, and  intemperance,  furnifh  part  of  every  page  in 
the  mournful  hiftory  of  human  life,  and  are  felt  in 
every  nation,  city,  village,  and  family.     Want,  cares^ 
and  difeafes,  prey  upon  individuals.   Difappointment, 
difiTatisfafbions  vanity,  and  vexation  of  fpirit,  are  ex- 
perienced by  perfons  of  every  rank,    and   in   cvc- 
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Tf  ftage  of  human  life.     How  much  more  defirable 
would  it  be,  were  it  not  for  the  hope  of  the  gpfpel, 
to  ihare  with  the  brute  creation,  than  to  bear  the 
name  of  man  in  his  fallen  ftate !    The  brutes  have 
few  wants;  their  propenfities,  and  the  means  of  gra- 
tifying ^em,  are  fuited  to  their  natures,  adapted  to 
their  powers,  and  conducive  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  fpecies.    They  neither  regret  the  pad,  nor  trem- 
ble under    apprehenfions  of  the  future.     It  is    far 
otherwife  with  man.     Hisboafted  pleafures  end  with 
a  fting,  and  often  he  cannot  bear  his  own  reflexions 
on  them.     He  fuffers  almoft  as  much  from  imaginary 
fears,  as  from  real  affli£^ions.     The  more  he  pof- 
fefies,  the  more  are  the  fources  of  his  anxieties  mul- 
tiplied and  enlarged.     And  after  having   been,  long 
wearied  with  a  train  of  mortifications,  pains,  and 
inquietudes,    he   muft   at  lad,   however  unwilling^ 
yield^to  that  ftroke  of  death,  the  thought  of  which^ 
when  ftrongly  realifed  to  his  mind,  was  always  fuf- 
ficient  to  embitter  the  happieft  hours  of  his  life. 

But  publiih  the  glad  tidings  from  the  mountains^ 
and  let  the  joyful  found  diffufe  over  the  plain.— 
TToar  God  Cometh,  Messiah  eftablifhes^a  new,  a  fpi- 
ritual  kingdom  upon  the  earth,  and  his  happy  fub- 
jcfts  are  freed  from  the  mifery  in  which  they  were 
involved.  Hiey  commit  all  their  concerns  to  him^ 
and  he  manages  for  them.  Their  fears  are  remo- 
ved, their  irregular  defires  corre£led,  and  all  that  is 
really  good  for  them,  is  fecured  t*)  diem  by  his  love, 
promife,  and  care.  Afflidlions  Hill  aWait  them,  but 
they  are  fan£lified.  To  them  the  nature  of  afflic- 
tions is  changed.  They  are  appointments  graciouf* 
]y  defigned  for  their  advantage.  Their  crofles,  no 
iefs  than  their  comforts,  are  tokens  of  God's  fa- 
vour * ;  they  have  them  only  becaufc  their  prefent 
VolJ«  £  fitttatioii 
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/ituation  requires  difcipline,  and  they  could  not  be 
fo  well  without  them.  They  arc  afiured  of  fupport 
under  them  *,  and  a  final  tidiverance  out  of  them 
all :  for  there  is  a  happy  hour  approaching,  when 
all  their  troubles  fliall  ceale,  and  they  {hall  enter  Mp- 
on  a  ftate  of  eternal,  unincerrupted»  inconceivable 
joyt. 

For  thefc  purpofes  the  Son  of  God  was  reveal- 
ed. The  prophets  faw  his  day  afar  off,  and  pro- 
claimed bis  approach. — Thy .  God  cometh  /  Though 
truly  a  man,  he  is  truly  God.  Neither  man  nor  an- 
gel could  remove  our  guilt,  communicate  to  us  a 
fpiritual  life,  relieve  us  from  mffery^  and  give  us 
Aable  peace  in  a  changing  worlds  hope  and  triumph 
in  death,  and  eternal  life  beyond  it.  But  his  wif- 
dom  and  power  are  infinite,  and  his  purpofe  un- 
changeable. He  would  not  have  invited  the  weary 
,  and  heavy  laden  to  come  to  him,  if  he  was  not  able 
and  determined  to  give  them  reft.  None  that  feek 
him  arc  difappointed,  or  fent  empty  away :  A  fuf- 
fictent  proof  that  his  compailion,  his  bounty,  his 
Julnefs  arc  properly  divine.  Therefore  the  apoftle, 
fpeaking  of  the  riches  of  his  grace,  ufes  the  epi- 
jthct,  tmfearehablt  %,  His  treafury  of  life  and  falva- 
^ion  is  ine&hjauilible,  like  a « boundlefs,  fliorelefs^ 
bottbmlefs  ocean ;  like  the  fun,  which  having  cheer* 
ed  the  -  fucceflive  generations  of  mankind  with  his 
beams,  ftill  ihrnes  with  undiminifhed  luftre,  is  ftili 
the  fountain  of  light,  and  has  always  a  fufficiency 
to  fill  innumerable  millions  of  eyes  in  the  lame  in- 
flant* 

.  ,  Poes  the  language  of  my  text  caufe  joy  to  fpring 
up  in ,  your  bearts  ?  or  is  it  nothing  to  you  ?  If  you 
heard  the  Meffiah,  you  were,  perhaps,  afFe&ed  by 
the  mufic  of  the  paiTage  j  how  much  are  you  to  be 
(pijiejd,  if  you  are  hitheito  unaffected  by  the  fenti- 

mentl 
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ment  f  Yet  once  more,  hear, — Tbf  Godcmeth  !  He 
did  come  in  the  fuinefs  of  time,  according  to  the 
prophecy,  and  the  word  of  p0:ophecy  afltires  us,  that 
he  will  come  again.  Sekold  ht  cometi  in  tie  clouds  i 
^md  every  eye  Jhail  fee  himy  and  they  idfo  thai  pierctd 
him  *. '^Prepare  t9  meet  thy  Gcdf. 

0 
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The  Morning  Light, 

Isaiah  Ix.  i. — 3. 

Arifei  Jhlne^  for  thy  light  is  come^  and  the  glory  of  the 
JLord  is  rifen  upon   thee*     For  behold  the  darknefs 

Jball  cover  the  earthy  and  grofs  darknefs  the  people  .• 
but  the  Lord  fhall  artfe   upon  thee^    and  his  glory 

Jhallhefeen  upon  thee:  and  the  Gentiles  Jball  come 
to  thy  lights   and  kings  to.  the  bright nefs  of  thy  ri^ 
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ONE  ftrong  internal  proof  that  the  Bible  is  a 
divine  revelation,  may  be  drawn  from  the 
fubje£i-matter ;  and  particularly  that  it  is  the  book, 
and  the  only  book,  which  ^teaches  us  to  think  high- 
ly and  honourably  of  God.  I  fay,  the  only  book, 
for  there  is  no  right  knowledge  of  God  where  the 
Bible  is^  not  known.  What  is  the  Jupiter  of  Homer, 
compared  with  the  God  of  Ifrael,  as  he  is  repre- 
fented  to  us  by  his  fervants  the  prophet^  ?  And  if 
the  Heathen  philofophers,  in  fome  detached  para- 
ges, have  fentiments  not  altogether  unworthy  of 
him,  hiftory  honeftly  tells  us  how  they  obtained 
them.  They  travelled,  and  they  are  generally  faid 
to  have  travelled  into  Phoenicia  or  Egypt,  to  the 
confines  of  that  people  who  alone  thought  rightly 
of  God,  becaufe  to  them  only  he  had  made  hinifelf 
known  by  a  revelation.  If  fuch  a  defcription  as  we 
have  in  the  fortieth  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  from  the  twelfth 
verfe  to  the  end,  had  been  known  only  of  late  years, 
recovered,  we  will  fuppofe,  out  of  the  ruins  of  Hcr-^ 
^ulaneum,  there  is  little  doubt  but  it  would  have 
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engaged  the  attention  and  admiration  of  the  learned 
world.  For  the  mod  admired  writings  o£  antiquity, 
upon  a  candid  comparifon,  ate  unfpeakably  inferior 
to  It.  The  inimitable  fublimity  of  the  prophets  is 
natural,  judy  and  unforced,  and  flows  from  the  gran- 
deur of  their  fubjeAs,  becaufe  they  were  influenced 
by  him  who  alone  can  fpeak  worthily  of  himfelf. 

jf  Jong  Jo  va/ff  a  theme  Jo  high^ 
Calls  for  the  voice  that  turCd  tkejky. 

With  them^  the  whole  compafs  of  the  creation  19 
but  as  duft  upon  the  balance,  in  refpe£i  of  the  great . 
Creator.  His  purpofe  is  fate,  his  voice  is  power.^ 
He  fpeaks,  and  it  is  done.  Thu&  he  called  the  uni- 
verfe  Into  being ;  and  thus,  as  the  great  Lord  and 
Proprietor  of  all,  he^  ftill  maintains  and  governs  it, 
direding  the  frame  of  nature,  and  every  particular 
event  and  coQtingcnce,  to  the  promoting  of  bis  owA 
glory,  the  laft  and  higheft  end  of  all  his  works. 

The  principal  of  thefe  is,  the  exhibition  of  hiS' 
perfections  in  the  perfon  of  his  Son.  The  prophe-*. 
exes  we  have  already  confidered  announce  ,  this  events 
with  a  gradual  increafe  of  clearnefs  and  precifion, 
as  the  period  of  accomplifhment  is  fuppofed  to  draw 
nigh.  We  lately  heard  the  command  to  proclaim 
his  apprp^h  from  the  hills  and  the  tops  of  the 
mountains.  Here  the  prophet  begins  to  conteniplatG 
the  efFe£ts  of  his  adual  appearance.  The  earth  is 
confider^  as  Involved  in  a  (late  of  grofs  darknefs  i 
but  the  fun,  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  is  about  to 
arife,  and  to  fill  it,  by  his  beams,  with  light,  life^ 
and  glory.  Thefe  effe£is,  indeed,  will  not  extend 
to  all,  for  many  will  love  darknefs  rather  than  lights 
But  he  will  not  fhine  In  vain.  There  will  be  a  peo«* 
pie  prepared  to  receive  him,  and  to  rejoice  in  his^ 
light.  They  (hall  arife  as  from  fleep,  as  from  the 
grave,  and  nis  light  refle£):ed  upon  them  (hall  caufe 
them  to  ibine  likewife.'  Darknefs  (hall  ftill  cover 
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thofe  who  reje£l  him ;  yea^  their  darknefs  will  be 
increafed.  But  the  glory  of  the  Lord  fliall  be  feen 
upon  all  who  believe,  and  their  numbers^  from  age 
to  age,  (hall  be  enlarged.  Nations  (hall  come  to 
Jiim,  and  kings  fhall  be  fubfervient  to  the  fpreading 
df  his  kingdom.  Such  is  the  fcope  of  the  paifag^ 
before  us.  I  (hall  briefly  conGder  a  few  of  the  lead- 
ing particulars  contained  in  it. 

I.  As  the  fun  is  the  fource  of  light  to  the  natural 
world,  fo  is  Mj^ssiah  to  the  moral  and  fpiritual 
world.  Ltght]^  and  its  oppoGte,  darknefs,  are  figu« 
rativiely  ufea  in  Scripture.  The  latter  is  applied  to 
a  ftate  of  ignorance,  fin,  and  mifery,  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing texts.  He  that  ivalketb  in  darknefs-^  hnowetb 
not  whither  he  goeth  *.  If-  we  fay  that  we  have  fel^ 
htu/hip  with  him,  and  walk  in  darhiefs,  nve  Ite,  and  A 
not 'the- truth  \.  C aft  ye  the  unprofitable  fervant  into 
outief' darhnefs^  there  fuaU  be  nveeping  and  gnajhing  of 
teeth  X*  The  former,  therefore,  fignifies  true  know- 
ledge, holinefs,  and  happtnefs.  Te  V!ere  Jbrnetlme 
darknefs,  but  no^m  are  ye  tight  in  the  Lord ;  tvalk  as- 
rhildren  of  light  ||.  When  I  ft  in  darknefs,  the  Lord 
jhall  be  a  light  unto  me  }»  " Light  is  fown  for  the  righte^- 
ous,  and  joy  for  the  upright,  in  hearty.  I  ^\z8t  but 
one  iitibmee  of  each  kind ;  an  attentive  reader  of 
the  fcripture  will  meet  with  many  expreflions  of  a 
like  import.  But  there  is  likewifc  an  intermediate 
ftate.  Light  advancing  from  the  early  dawn  to  the 
perfe£l  day.  This  twiUght,  no  lefs  than  day-iight, 
is  frbm  the  fun.  Such/,  was  the  ilate  of  thSe  Old- " 
Teftament  church,  Messiah  was  the  fource  of 
their  knowledge j  hope,  and  joy ;  but  he  was  (if  I 
may  fo  fpeak)  below  the  horizon,  as  to  them.— ■ 
"Though  believers,  under  that  di^penfation.  Were  a 
people  faved  of  the  Lord,  they  were  trained  up  un- 
der types  and  fliadews,  were  influenced  by  a  fpirit  of 
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comparative  bondage  and  diftance,   like  children  un- 
der age,  and  rather  longed  for,  than  aftually  poflef- 
.  fed  the  gracious  liberty  which  the  cWldren  of  God 
enjoy  under  the  gofpcl.     But  the  fun  arofe,  and  the 
fliadows  vaniihed,  when  the  Son  of  God  incarnate 
dwelt  and  converfed  with  men,  honoured  his  temple 
with  his  {>erfanal  prefence,  and  fuperfeded  all  the 
Levitical  facrificcs,  by  the  one  offering  of  himfelf 
upon  the  crofs«     The  lam  was  given  by  Mofes^  hut 
grace   and    truth  came    by  J^fus   Chrt/t.     But   more 
efpecially  we  date  the  beginning  of  his  vifible  king- 
dom from  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  which  followed  his 
afcenfion.     Then   he   Egnally   beftowed    the    gifts^ 
which,  as  Mediator,  he,  had  received  for  men,  and 
by 'the  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,    authorifed    and 
qualified  his  fervants  to  go  forth,  and  preach  falvation  " 
in  his  namer   Then  the  partition^wall  between  Jew 
and  Gentile  was  taken  away,   and  his  righteoufnefi 
nvas  openly  fbvum  in  the  ftght  of  the  Heathen.     Abra- 
ham,  Moles,   Elijah,  and  other   fervants  of  God, 
had  been  highly  favoured  and  highly  honoured;  but 
we  are  aifured  by  our  Lord  himfelf,  that  none  boru 
of  woman  had  been  greater  than  John  his  fore-run*- 
ner — and  yet  he  added,  the  least  in  tin  kingdom  of 
heaven^    that  is,    in  the  New-Teitament    or   gofpel 
church,    is  greater   than  he*.     The    apoftles  were 
happy  in  the  peculiar  privilege  of  attending  on  his 
perfon;  yet  be  told  them,  It  isr  expedient  for  you  that 
I  go  away  f*     There  were  .  ftill  greater  privileges  de'- 
pending  upon  the  influence  of  the  promifed  Cora* 
forter,  who  was  to  abide  with  the  church  for  ever. 
By  the  power  of  this  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord  is  now 
prefcntwith  all  his  miinifters  and  people  in  every 
place,  whether  retired  m  fecret  from  the  view  of 
men,   or   affembied   together   in  his   name^:j    and 
though  the  great  events  upon  which  their  hopes  are 
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founded,  his  life,  paflion,  death,  refurre'&ion,  and 
afcenfion,  took  plac^  long  ago,  he  fo  realizes  the  de« 
claration  of  ^em  in  his  word  to  their  hearts,  that 
they  are  no  iefs  afiured  of  what  they  read,  than  the 
apoftlts,  who  faw  him  with  their  own  eyes.  Thus 
the  gofpel-ftatV  is  a  difpenfation  of  light.  The  Sun 
is  rifeo  with  life  anci  htaling  in  his  beams,  and  they 
who  have  the  eyes  of  their  underftanding  opened, 
enjoy  a  bright  and  marvellous  day.  They  fee^  ad* 
xnire,  adore,  rejoice,  and  love. 

IL  The  fubjeds  of  Messiah's  kingdom,  the  In 
Ting  members  of  his  church,  are  fo  irradiated  by 
bim,  that  they  (hine  likewife,  as  the  moon  flimesy 
bttt  with  a  borrowed  light,  derived  from  the  fun. 
Bcba!ding%  in , this  g'afs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord^  they 
«r<  changed  into  the  fame  image  from  ghry  to  glory  % 
according  to  the  meafure  and  growth  of  their  faith. 
Two  points  may  be  obferved  under  this  head. 

I.  The  fa5ly  that  they  do  thus  (hine.  Though 
they  were  once  darknefs,  they  are  now  light  f  •  A 
dark,  ignorant,  wicked,  felfifh  Chriftian,  is  a  coa-^ 
tradi£lion  in  terms.  There  may  he  fuch,  there  are 
too  many  fuch,  amongft  thofe  who  make  profeflion  of 
the  name  of  Chrift  \  but  they  who  truly  know  him 
voaik  in  the  lights  as  he  is  in  the  light.  They  have 
knowledge,  a  gocd  underfanding  %.  Perhaps  the 
greater  part  of  real  Chriftians  have  little  acquain- 
tance with  the  literature  and  fcience  of  the  world  1 
their  moral  capacities  may  be  weak,  <ind  not  impro- 
ved by  education;  they  may  be  in  the  efteem  of 
men,  as  they  are  in  their  own,  but  babes  i  yet  they 
know  more  than  the!  wifeft  philofophers  who  are 
deftitute  of  the  grace  of  God.  They  know  them- 
felves,  they  know  the  Lordf  they  know  the  evil  of 
fin^  and  the  way  of  falvationj  what  their  proper 
bappinefs  con  lifts  in,  and  how  it  is  to  he  obtained. 
They  have  learned  to  endure  afRi^lion,  to  forgive 
injuries,    and  to  overcome  evil  with  good.    They 
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have  attained  a  jull/cnfe  of  the  vanity  of  the  worM; 
and  the  importance  of  eternity.  Thev  at«  inftrufted 
to  be  contented  and  ufeful  in  their  ftations^  to  dif- 
charge  their  duties  in  relative  life  with  propriety,  and  ' 
to  meet  death  with  comfort.  In  all  thefe  particulars^,  * 
many  who  have  dazzling  talents,  and  are  celebrated 
for  abilities  and  endowments,  are  miferably  at  a  lofs. 
True  believers  are  conformed  to  the  fpirit  and  tem» 
per  of  their  Sjjviour,  and  therefore  are  different  and 
diftinguifbed  from  the  world  around  them.  And 
they  have,  at  lead,  the  beginnings  of  true  peace  and 
folid  happinefs,  in  communion  with  him  whom  they 
ferve. 

2.  The  caufe.     They  fliine  wholly  by  his  light.     K 
their  own  words  may  be  taken,  the  proof  o^  this  is 
eafy.    They  are  free  to  confefs  that  they  are  only  wifc^ 
by  his  wifdom,  (Irotig  by  his  power  working  in  them,'  * 
and  that  without  him  they  have  not  fufficiency  to  think 
a  good  thought*.     Experience  has  taught  them  that 
they  cannot  ftand  unkfs  he  upholds  them,  n.or  watch 
unlefs  he  watcheth  with  thtm,  nor  be  faife  or  happy 
a  Jfingle  day,  without  frefh  communications  from  him^ 
But  this  their  experienee  and  acknowledgments  \%  the* 
cxprefs  and  current  doftrine  of  fcripture.     There  is 
a  real)  tHbugh  myftical,  union  between  Chrift  and 
his  people.     He  is  the  vinef,  they  the  branches  \.  he 
13  their  head,  they  the  members  of  his  body.     They 
dwell  in  him  by  faich,  he  dwells  in  them  by  hif  Spirit. 
He  is  their  root  and  thtir  life ;  all  their  fprings  ar^: 
in  him,  and  it  is  out  of  hx3  Julne/f  that  they  receive  X^ 
Therefore  the  apoiUe  fays,  1  live^  yt  n^t  /,  but  Chri/f 
liveth  in  me  [{ \    I  can    do  alt  things  through  Chri/t 
Jlrengthemng  me  §^     And  our  Lord  himfelf^  who  com- 
forted Paul  with  that  promife,  My^  grace  is  fuffttien^ 
fir  thee,  apprifed  all  his  follo^Hrers  of  their  entire  de« 
pendcnce  upea  him^  by  faying^.  Without  me  je  can 
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do  Twihffig  ♦•  The  language  of  the  Old  Tcftament  is^ 
to  theTame  purport,  They  looked  unto  him,  and  ivere^ 
enlightened  \.  In  the  Lord  Jehovah  I  have  right eouf" 
nefi-anifirength%.  He  giveth  foiver  tp  the  faint,  and 
to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increafith  Jlrength\* 
Thus  things  a?e  conftituted  and  condudied,  that  no 
fiejh  Jhould' glory  ih.  his  prefence^  but  that  he  ivho  glorieth 
may  glory  in  theJLord^. 

III.  >  They  who  wilfully  rcfufe  and  turn  from   this^ 
Kght,  do. thereby  involve  themfelves  in  double  dark^ 
nefs,  and  become  more  infatuated  and  wicked  than 
thofe  to  whoqi  the   light   has   not   been   propofed. 
Their  evils,  likewife,  are  more  aggravated  than  they 
«^oul(i  have  been  if  the  light  bad  not  vifited  them. 
Thus  our  Lord,  MsssiAUt  fpeaks  of  the  Jews,  If  -P: 
had  not  come  andfpohen  Unto  them,  they  had  not.  had  Jin  s 
tut  now  they  have  no  clohejor  their  fin  **.    And  again^ 
For  judgment  I  am  come  into  this  world,  that  they  'which: 
fee  not  might  fee,  and  that  they  luhiclx  fee  might  be  made- 
blind  f^.-    He  came  to  make  the  ignorant  wife  unto, 
falvation ;  but  they  who,,  from  a  proud  conceit  of: 
tlieir  own  wi£dom  and  fufficiency,  difdain  his  infiruc- 
tion,  being  left  to  themfelves,  give  abundant  evidence^ 
that  the  light  they  boaft  of  is  but  grofs  and  palpable 
darknefs.     The  groffeft  errors,  the  greateft  abduracy 
of  heart,  the  molt  extreme  prof anenefs  of  fpirit,  and. 
the  moft  abominable  wickedncfs  in  pra£lice,  may  be 
expelled,  and  will  certauily  be  found  where  the  gpf« 
pel  is^dcfpifed. 

It  is.  evident,  that  the  moraKty  which  is  fo  highly, 
admired  by  the  Chriftian  world,  and  fe(  in  oppofition 
to  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  is  much  leaner  and  more 
fcanty  than  the  morality  of  the  heathens..  I  fpeak  of 
the  idea. only ;  for  neither  have  the  heathens  of  old,^ 
Bpr  of  the  prefent  day,  a£^ed  up  to  their  own  rulet*. 
But.  I  do  not  hef^tate  to  a^m,.  that  none  of  our  mo-^ 
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dem  moralifts  who  have  difowned  the  gofpel  rerelav 
lion,  have  given  us  a  fyftem  of  morality  equal  to  that 
4>f  TuUy  the  Pagan*  Many  of  the  heathens  acknow- 
ledged the  deficablenefs  and  neceOity  of  revelation  ^ 
though  infidels^  horn  in  a  Chriftian  land^  think  it  a 
high  mark- of  their  wlfdonv  to  defpife  it  y  and  avow« 
ed  Atheiftsi  that  is>  men  who  deny  either  the  being, 
or  the  providence  of  God,,  or  the  obligations  man« 
kind  are  under  to  obey  him,  are  feldom  to  be  met 
with  but  in  countries  where  the  Bible  is  known.  The 
heart  muit  have  obftinately  and  repeatedly  refiftedp 
Ught  and  convi<fiion,  before  it  can  ordinarily  proceed 
to  thefe  dreadful  lengths*  But  whUe  the  blind  (tumble 
in  the  noon  of  day^  Mesj^^ah's  people  ihall  walk  in  ^ 
confidence  and  peace  *,  and  (hine  as  lights  in  the 
midft  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  generation  f* 

IV,  The  third  verfe  of  this  chapter  foretells,  and 
therefore  fecures^  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles  or 
heathens.     The  time$~and.  the  feafons  are  in  the  dif« 
pofal  of  God,  but  the  fcriptures  mud  be  fulfilled. 
Much  was  done  in  the  firft  age  of  Chriftianity,.     A* 
fingle  inilrument,  the  Apoftle  Paul,  as  he  himfrif  in« 
forms  us,  preached  the  faith,!,  which  he  formeirly  la- 
boured to  deftroy^  from  Jerufalem- round  about  to  lUy^ 
rtcu  /v  Xy  and  probably  much  farther  afterwards.    And! 
the  Lord,  who  appointed  him  to  this  fervice^,  accoi^ 
panied  his  meflage  with  his  own  power  ^.^fo  that  he 
had  Ggnal  fuccefs,,in  turning,  men  from  dacknefs  to' 
light,  and  fron^  the  worflup  of  dui^b  idols, .  ta  ferve 
the  living  and  true  Qod  \  and  in  planting. the  gofpel^. 
and  gathering  churches  in  every  province.^  The  gDfr- 
pel  found  an  early  reception  at  Home,  which,  facili**- 
tated  its  fpjead  into  the  different  parts  of  the  Romaa> 
empire.     And  we  have  reafon  to  believe^  it  was  intror 
duccd  into  our'  iikind  ina  few^  ytzx^  after  our  tLord's* 
a£cenfion»    And  tliough  what  was  called  the  convert 
£on  of  heathen  nations  in  feme  following,  ages,  wen^ 
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Httle  farther  than  to  prevail  on  them  to  aflume  the 
name  of  Chri(tian8>^and  left  them,  confidered  as  na- 
tions, as  deilitute  of  the  fyirit  anfd  blef&ngs  of  Chrir- 
tianity  as  it  found  them  \  yet  I  cannot  doubt,  that 
wherever  the  New  Teftament,  and  the  fufferings  of 
Messiah,  were  known,  ft>me  individuah  at  leaft  ex- 
perienced a  real  and  faving  change.  And  we  are 
warranted  to  hope  for  ftill  greater  things  ;  for  a  time 
when  the  gTofs  darknefs, '  which  as  yet  covers  a  great 
part  of  the  world,  fhall  be  difyelled ;  and  the  Re- 
deemer'b  kingdom,  fpoken  of  by  Daniel  the  prophet^ 
as  ajlone  cut  out  nvithout  hands^  fi^^^  become  ^  g^^^^ 
mountain^  and  fill  the  'whole  earih  ••  But  this  pleafing 
fubjeft  will  come  more  dircQly  under  our  confidera- 
tion  hereafter. 

V.  The  eaU  in  my  text  may  be  taken  in  a  general 
fenfe,  like  that  of  the  apofile,  Anuake^  thou  thatjleep^ 
efty  and  arife  from  ike  deod^  and  Chrift  Jhall  give  thee 
Irght-f*  Natural  light  requires  eyes  to  perceive  it.. 
It  would  be  abfurd  to  point  out  the  beauties  of  an. 
«extenfive  profpeCt  to  a  blind  man.  To  him  the  face 
of  nature  prefents  only  a  univerfal  blank.  But  the 
light  of  the  gofpel  not  only  difcovers  the  moft  Tm* 
portant  objeds  to  thofe  who  can  fee,,  but  has  a  mar« 
vellous  eflScacy  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind.  It  i& 
Ibe  appointed  inftrument  of  Divine  Power  for  this 
purpofe.  .  In  vain  would  be  the  labour  and  expeda- 
tion  of  the  hufbandman,  if  God  did  not  afford  the 
tain,  and  the  fnow,  to  water  the  earth,  and  the  en« 
Hvening  influences  of  the  fun,  to  draw  forth  the  ten* 
der  blade)  and  to  ripen  the  com.  Equally  unfuccefs* 
ful  would  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  prove  to  finful^ 
men,  though  ii^  itfelf  it  be  eminently  the  truth  and 
wifdom  of  God,  exa£bLy  fuited  to  their  ftate,.  and  <d 
the  higheft  importance  to  their  welfare,  if  he  had  not 
promifed  that  his  word,  where  (imply  and  faithfully 
4eEvexed  in  dependence  upon  his  blei&ng,  (ball  not 
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be  fpoken  in  vain,  but  fhall  certainly  accomplilh  the 
end  for  which  he  has  fent  k  *.     This  promifc,  toge* 
ther  with  the  expeiience  of  its  truth  in  our  own  cafe^ 
and  our  knowledge  of  its  uniform  effe£is  in  every  age 
smd  country  where  the  do^rine  of  the  ct^fs  has  been 
preachctdy  encourages  minifters  to  perfevete  in  pub* 
Kilung  the  gkd  tidings,  in  defiance  of  all  the  oppofi« 
tion  and  difappointments  we  meet  with.     We  la* 
menty  but  cannot  wonder,  that  the  goipel  is^  fo^gene- 
i^ty  negie£ted.     As  a  difpenfation  of  grace,  k  a€» 
fends  the  pride  of  man  $  as  a  difpenfation  of  holine(s» 
it  contradi£ts  his  defires  and  pafiions.     His  fpirit  is 
degraded,  his  heart  is  pre-engaged^  he  lores  the  pre- 
ient  world,  and  has  no  more  tafte  or  inclination  for 
a  life  of  communion  with  God  here,  and  fuch  a  hea^ 
▼en  as  the  fcripture  propofes  hereafter,  than  the  beaftt 
of  the  field.     But  the  Lord  has  faid,  /  luW  work^  and 
who  Jhali  let  it  f  ?     When  he  is  pleafcd  to  clothe  the 
word  preached  with  the  influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
smd  to  apply  it  to  the  confcience,  it  is  quick,  power* 
fuly  penetrating,  and  irrefiftible  as  lightning ;  it  con- 
vejs  a  voice,  which  the  deaf,  yea,  the  dead,  mud 
hear :  it  forces  a  light  v^n  the  mhid  which  cannot 
be  evaded.     Then  things  are  feen  as  they  are.     The 
nature  and  defert  of  fin  is  apprehended,  and  then  the 
gofpel  is  found  to  be  the  only  balm  for  a  diftrefled  and 
wounded  confcience.     Therefore,)  having  the  Lord')^ 
command  and  promife,  we  axe  not  to  be  difcouraged 
by  the  carelefihefs  or  obftinacy  of  thofe  who  know  not 
what  they  do.     We  are  aware  of  the  difficulty,,  yea„ 
the  impofiibility  of  fucceeding  in  our  endeavour  to 
£ave  the  fouls  of  oui  hearers^  if  we  had  only  to  de- 
pend upon  our  own  arguments  or  eameftnefs.    We 
are  not  to  reafon,.  but  to  obey.     Our  bufinefs  is  to^ 
deliver  our'meflage,  and  in  our  happier  moments  tOr 
water  it  with  our  prayers  and  tears.     When  we  have 
dttie  this  we  can  do  n<^  more«    The  event  muft  be 

^ 

I  IfjlT.  xo^xx.  t  U;  xUii.  13. 


96 


Thi  Mrnhtg  Light, 


Ssr.  7* 


feft  with  him  in  whofe  name  we  fpeak*    We  muft 
not  fupprefs  nor  difguife  what  we  are  commanded  to- 
declare  ;  nor  wilfully  make  any  additions  of  our  pwn». 
to  accommodate  it  ta  the  tafte  or  prejudice  of  our 
hearers  *•    XiCt  thofe  preach  fmooth  things  who  will 
venture  to  anfwer  at  the  great  tribunal^  for  the  fouls 
that  have  mifcarried  under  thek  miniftry  %  we  dart 
not.     Let  thofe  be  aibamcd  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ft 
who  feel  no  obligations  to  him  for  hia  dying  love  i: 
we  cannot y  and  by  the  grace  of  God^.  tve  nvM  noU 
We  will  glory  in  it.     God  forbid  that,  we  Jbould  glorf 
in  any  thing  elfe  % !     Like  fizekiel,  we  are  command- 
ed to  preach  and  prophecy  to  dry  bones,,  and  he  wfao^ 
fends  us  can  caufe  the  dry  bones  to  live.     O  ye  drf, 
hnesy  hear  tie  word  of  tie  Lord  ||.     The  word  of  hia. 
falvation  is^fent  to-  you«     The  Lord  is  ri/'im  indeed  I 
Arijeyjbine^  for  your  light  is  come.     In.  his.  name  we- 
proclaim  pardon  and  peace  to  all  who  will  feek  him» 
But  feek  him  to-day,  while  it  is  called  to-day^  to-- 
morrow is  not  yours.     Seek  him  now,  while  he  may^ 
be  found.    Harden  not  your  hearts*    Tremble,  /£/?  s^ 
j^romtfe  being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  refl,  anjf  of  yaun 
JhouU  finally  come  Jbort  of  it  ^ 
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The  Sun  rifing  upon  a  dark  World; 

Isaiah  ix.  z. 

STfe  peop/e  that  walked  in  darknefs  have  feen  a  great 
light :  they  that  dwell  in  the  landofiheJhach%vof 
dfdihf  upon  them  hath  the  light  Jhineik 

CONTRASTS  are  fuftcd  to  lUuffrate  an* 
ftrengthen  th&  impreflion  of  each  other.  The» 
happinefs  of  thofe,  who>  by  faith  in  Mbssiah,  are 
brought  into  a  ilace  of  peacei  liberty,  and  comfort^* 
16  greatly  enhanced  and  heightened  by  the  confidera- 
tton  of  that  previous  ftate  of  mifery  in  which  they 
once  lived,  and  of .  the  greater  mifery  to  which  they» 
were  juftly  expofed.  They  are  not  only  made  meeP> 
to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  *^ 
but  they  have  been  delivered  from  the  powers  of 
darknefs.  Thus  while  they  have  communion  with- 
God  as  a  Father,  they  contemplate  their  privilege 
with  a  greater  pleafure,  than  they  probably  could  da 
if  they  had  never  known  a  diflirrencc.  They  remem- 
ber a  time  when  they  were  rfar  offy  without  hope  ahi 
unthout  God  in  the  world  t  and  they  remember  how 
carelefsly  they  then  trified  upon  riie  brink  of  deftruc* 
^n.  in  this  depk>rable  and  dangerous  fituation  they 
^frett  found  (f  the  Lord^  when  they  faught  bimnttf^ 
He  convinced,  humbledi  and  pardoned  them^  an<t 
bought  them  near  to^himfdf,  tnto-aftate  of  adoption 
and  communion  by  the  blood  of  Jefus.  The  admira- 
tion, gratitude,  and  love,  which  they  feel  for  thi^ 
undeferved  grace^  gives^  them  a  moxe  litely  fenfe  of 
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the  bleffings  they  enjoy.  Yea,  the  thought  of  what 
they  hare  been  redeemed  from  (of  which  they  will 
then  have  a  much  clearer  perception  than  at  prefent) 
will  add  to  their  joys  in  heaTen,  and  infpire  fuch  a 
fong  of  praife  as  will  be  peculiar  to  themfelvts,  and 
in  which  the  holy  angels,  who  never  felt  the  (lings  of 
guilt,  nor  tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  pardoning  mercy> 
will  not  be  'able  to  join  them.  They  are  accordingly 
reprefented,  in  the  prophetical  vifion,  as  (landing 
neareft  to  the  throne,  and  uniting  in  the  nobleft 
drains  of  praife  to  him  who  (itteth  upon  it  *  ;  while 
the  furrounding  angels  can  only  take  part  in  the  chorus,, 
and  admire  and  adore,  when  they  behold  the  bright- 
e(l  difplays  of  the  glory  of  the  wonder-working  God^ 
manifeftetd  in  his  love  to  worthlefs,  helplefs  (inners. 

Thefe  oppo(ite  ideas  are  joined  in  my  text.  The 
people  who  are  fpoken  of  as  rejoicing  in  a  great  light, 
were,  till  this  light  arofe  and  (hone  upon  them,  m 
darhnefs  i  walking,  (itting,  living  in  darknefs,  and  in 
the  land  of  the  fiiadow  of  death.  That  this  pafTage 
refers  to  Messiah,  we  have  a  dirc£l  proof.  The 
evangelift  f  refers  it  exprefsly  to  him,  and  points  out 
the  time  and  manner  of  its  literal  acccmpli(hment. 
I  (hall  firft  conGder  the  literal  fenfe  and  completion 
of  the  prophecy,  and  then  (hew  how  (itly  it  applies  to 
the  (late  of  mankind  at  large,  and  to  the  happy  effe£U 
of  the  gofpel  of  falvation  ;  which,  by  the  bkding  of 
God,  has  been  the  inftrument  of  bringing  multitudes 
«f  many  nations,  peoples,  and  languages,  out  of  a  (late 
of  grofs  darhmfi^  into  marvellous  light  \. 

I.  Hebrew  words  (tike  many  in  our  own  language]^, 
have  often  more  than  one  (ignification.  Bui  otAj 
one  fenfe  can  be  exprefed  in  a  vcx(ion.  And  there- 
fore interpreters  and  tranflators  frequently  diffey.. 
Which  of  the  different  words^  u(ed  to  exprefs  the 
meaning  of  the  fame  original  term,  is  moft  happily 
ehoien,  may  b^  fometimes  decided  by  the  context. 

The 
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The  two  wordsi  in  the  firft  vcrfc  of  this  chapter^ 
rendered  lightly  affli^ed^ziA  grie^uoujly  affliBed^  fig'»fy 
likewife,  the  one  to  think  lightly  of,  to  account  vile  \ 
and  the  other,  to  honour,  to  render  honourable,  and 
glorious.     Both  thefe  words  occur  in  one  verfe,  and 
are  ufed  in  thefe  fenfes,  in  the  Lord's  meiTage  to  Eli^ 
H'hem  that  honour  me  i  v/tll  hon^ur^  and  they  that  de» 
fpife  me  Jball  be  lightly  ertetmed  ».     Htd  the  fame 
words  been  thus  rendered  in  the  paflage  before  us^ 
the  fenfe  of  both  Terfes  would,  I  think,  have  been 
more  plain,  conne£^ed,  and  confident  to  the  foHowu 
ing  purport,  agreeable  to  the  tranflation  given  by  Vi« 
tringa,  and  the  prefent  Bifbop  of  London.    <<  Never* 
ihelefs  there  fhall  not  be  dimnefs  for  darknefs]  as  in 
the  time  of  her  vexation  or  diftrefs.     He  formerly 
debafed  [made  light  or  vile]  the  land  of  Zebulon  and 
Naphtali,  but  in  the  latter  time  he  hath  made  k  glo« 
rious^  even  [the  land]]  by  the  way  of  the  fea,  beyond 
Jordan,  GalUec  of  the  Gentiles.     [For  j  The  people 
that  wafted  m  darknefs  have  feen  a^reat  light,''  &c. 
—Such  was  the  affli£icd  and  low  Aate  of  Galilee  pre« 
▼lous  to  the  coming  of  Messiah  ;  fuch  was  the  exal- 
tation and  honour  it  derived  from  his  appearance. 

I.  The  land  allotted  to  the  tribes  of  lifachar,  Ze« 
bulon,  and  Naphtali,  was  chiefly  included  in  the  pro^ 
vince^  which,  upon  a  fubfequent  divifion  of  the  coun- 
try, obtained  the  name  of  Galilee.  The  northern 
part  of  it,  the  mheritance  of  Naphtali,  was  the  boun- 
dary or  frontier  towards  Syria,  and  had  been  fre« 
quently  vexed  and  af9i£led,  when  the  fins  of  Ifrael 
brought  the  armies  of  their  enemies  upon  them,  as 
frontier  countries  ufually  fuffer  mod  in  times  of  in- 
vafion  and  war.  Particularly  this  part  of  the  land, 
called  Galilee  of  the  Gentiks>  was  the  firft,  and  moffc 
immediately  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  Tiglath-Pilefer 
and  Sennacherib.  And  as  the  people  there  wem 
l^wife  more  mixed  with   foreigners^   and   at   the 
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greatcft  diftance  from  the  capital,  Jerufalem^  on  tfaefe 
accounts  Galilee  was  lightly  efteemed  by  the  Jews 
themfelves.  They  thought  no  prophet  could  anfe  in 
Galile*  *.  It  evea  prejudiced  Nathanael  againft  the 
firft  report  he  received  of  Jefus  as  Messiah,  that  he 
}ived»  and  was  generally  fuppofcd  (by  thofe  who  were 
content  to  be  governed  by  popular  rumour,  without 
enquiring  a%tentively  for  tfiemfelves)  to  have  been 
born  in'Galileei  He  a(ked,  with  an  appearance  of 
furprife,  Can  any  good  thing  come  mf  (f  Nazareth  f  •^ 
They  were  accounted  a  rude,  unpoliih^d,  provincial 
people. .  And  therefore,  when  Peter  would  hare 
denied  any  acquaintance  with  his  Lord,  be  was  dif- 
covered  to  be  a  Galilean  \  by  his  dialed  and  manner 
•f  fpccch. 

2.  This  defpifed  and  leaft  valued  part  oJF  the  land 
of  Ifrael,  was  the  principal  fcene  of  Messiah^s  life 
and  miniftry>  infomuch  that,  as  I  have  obferved^ 
he  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  bom  tl^ere  \  a  mi& 
take  which  his  enemies  induftrioufly  fupported  and 
made  the  nioft  of:  for  thofe. who  could  perfu^de 
chemfelves  that  it  was  fo  in  fa£i,  would  think  them« 
felves  juftified  in  rejeAing  his  claim  ;  it  being  one 
undeniable  mark  of  Messiah,  given  by  the  Prophet 
Micah,  that  he  was  to  be  born  in  Betbkhtm  of  Judah  ^. 
He  was,  however,  brought  up  at  Nazareth,  and  lived 
for  a  time  in  Capernaum,  towns  in  Galilee  \  but 
both  of  fo  little  repute,  that  had  they  not  been  con* 
fiefled  with  his  hiftory,  it  is  not  provable  tiiat  their 
names  would  have  been  tranfmitted  to  poftexity. 

3  But  by  his  refidence  there,. Galilee  was  honour- 
ed  and  ennobled,  lie  himfelf  declared,  that  on  thi& 
account,  Chorazinf  Bethfaida^  and  Capernaum  (though 
probably  none  of  them  were  more  than  inconiider- 
able  fiOiing  towns)  'were  exalted  even  to  heaven  (. 
Thofe  were  highly  privileged  places  which  our  Lord 
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oondefcended  to  \iCit  in  peifoh;  fo  likewife  are  thofe 
places  where  he  is  pleafed  to  fend  his  gofpel.  I  have 
ebferved  formerly^  and  I  make  no  apology  for  re* 
peating  a  truth  fo  very  important,  and  io  liitle  at- 
tended to,  that  the  glorious  go/pel  of  the  hlejld  God*^ 
when  faithfully  preached,  and  thankfully  received 
and  improved,  renders  an^  obfcure  village  more 
honourable,  and  of  more  real  confequence,  than  the 
metropolis  of  a  great  empire,  where  this  light  ihiheth 
not  For  what  are.  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  f, 
however  celebrated  for  numbers  and  opulence,  for 
the  monuments  of  ambition  and  arts,  but  habitationg 
ef  cruelty^  infatuation,  and  mifery  I 

4.  Though  Galilee  was  favoured  with  the  fcrip-' 
ture,  and  with  fynagogue-worfhip,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants were  a  people  who  profefled  to  know  the  God 
of  Ifrael,  it  was  a  land  of  darknefs  at,  the  time  of 
Messiah's  appearance.  Though  they  were  not  ido- 
laters, ignorance  prevailed  among  them.  The  lavr 
and  the  prophets  were  read  in  tl^  fynagogues  \  but 
we  may  believe  to  little  good  purpofe,  while  they^ 
were  under  the  dire^ion  of  perverfe  teachers,  who 
fttbilituted  the  traditions  of  men  for  the  conunands 
of  God.  The  fmgle  circumllance  of  keeping  herda 
of  fwine,  as  the  Gaderenes  did,  feems  a  proof, ^  that 
the  latv  of  Mofes  was  but  little  regarded  by  them^ 
They,  as  well  as  the  people  of  Judea,  were  i^ivder  the 
guidance  of  the  Scribes  and  Phariiees  in  their  reli- 
gious concerns,  \vho  were,  if  1  may  ufe  a  modern 
phrafc,  the  clergy  of.  that  time  ;  and  thefe,  we  ar^ 
affured  by  him  who  knew  their  hearts,  were  gcneraU 
ly  corrupted ;  blinds  leaders  of  the  blind.  Yet  they 
were  held  in  ignorant  admiration,  and  implicitly  fub» 
mitted  to.  From  the  chara£ler  of  the  public  mini- 
fters  of  religion,  we  may,  withoilt  great  danger,  of 
.  miftake,  infer  the  chara£i:er  ot  the  people  who  arc 
jleaCed  and  fatisfied  with  their  miniftrations.     As  tht: 
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iifciple  cannot^  ordinarilyi  he  expeBtd  to  be  fuptrior  to 
his  Ma-'er  * ;  the  religion  of  the  fcribes  may  be  taken 
as  a  ftandard  of  that  of  the  Galileans^  who  were  in- 
{lru£bed  by  them  :  Yet  thcfe  were  the  people  among 
whom  Messiah  chiefly  convcrfed  \  fo  that  his  ene- 
mies ftyled  him  a  Galilean,  and  a  Nazarene,  as  a 
mark  of  reproach  and  contempt.  Many  of  his  apo- 
ftlcs,  perhaps  the  mod  of  them,  were  Galileans  like- 
wife.  He  feeth  not  as  men  feeih  f .  The  mod  of  hit 
immediate  followers  while  upon  earth,,  were  fuch  as 
men  defpifed,  on  account  of  their  fituation,  rank,  or 
callings ;  publicans  and  finners,  fiihermen  and  Gali- 
leans. This  was,  among  other  realons,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  poor,  the  deftitute,  the  defpifed^ 
the  miferable,  and  the  guilty^  in  fucceeding  ages* 
who  fhould  defire  to  put  their  truft  in  his  name,  and 
to  implore  his  mercy.  To  thofe  who  received  him^ 
he  was  the  light,  the  true  light;  he  relieved  thenx 
from  the  ignpirance,  wickednefs,  and  diftrefs,  in  which 
he  found  them.  They,  on  their  parts,  bore  tefti- 
mony  to  him.  They  faw  and  acknowledged  his  glory. 
They  felt  his  power,  and  devoted  t}\emfelves  to  bis 
fervice.     Thu*  much  for  the  literal  fenfe. 

11.  But  this  prophecy  is  not  to  be  reftrained  to 
the  firft  and  more  immediate  feafon  of  its  accom- 
pliftment.  The  Lord  fpeaks  thus  of  Messiah  in 
another  place,  It  is  a  light  thing  that  thouJhouldeS 
be  my  fervent^  to  raife  up  the  tribes  of  Jaccb^  and  tQ 
restore  the  preferred  of  IJrael :  I  Hviil  alfo  give  thee 
for  a  light  to  the  Getitiies^  that  thou  mayst  be  my  faU 
vation  to  the  ends  cj  the  earth  if.  And  tnere  arc  many^ 
declarations  of  a  like  import.  He  is  ftill  the  light  of 
the  ii  or/d  \\,  though  no  longer  vifible  and  convcrfant 
with  men.  By  the  influence  and  power  of  his  Spi- 
rit, he  is  ftill  prefent  wherever  his  gofpel  is  known. 
This  his  word  of  grace  and  truth  he  fends  where  he 
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pleafes,    and  with  a  difcrimination  not  unlike   that 
which  he  obferved  when  he  was  upon  earth.     The 
gofpel  is  preached  to  the  poor.     Courts  and  palaces 
are  feldom  favoured  with  it.     While  he  pafTcs  by 
many  great  cities,  many  habitations  of  the  wife  and 
wealthy,  he  is  known  in  villages  and  cottages,     ilis 
Gondefceniion  and  favour  to  thofe  who  are  unnoticed 
by  the  world,  cannot   be  too  highly  extolled.     That 
the  others  are  excluded  from  the  fame   benefits,  is 
more  properly  t6  be  afcribed  to  their  obftinacy  than 
to  his  will.     They  exclude  themfelves.     Hejiands  at 
the   door  and  knocks  *.     His   word   is    within    their 
reach;    his  minifters  are  within  their   call.     They 
XQight  eafily  enjoy  every  mean   and  help  which  the 
gofpel  provides  for  finners  if  they  pleafed,  but  they 
do  not  pleafe.     They  are  either  engaged  in  a  round 
'  oi  fcnfual  pleafure,  or  cngrofled  by  ftudies  and'pur- 
fuitSj  which  pofTefs  their  hearts,  and   fill  up  their 
tihoughts  and  time,  fo  that '  they  have  neither  leifure 
nor  inclination  to  attend  to  the  things  which  pertain 
to  their  peace.    Inftead  of  inviting  his  gofpel  to  them, 
they  too  frequently  employ  their  power  and  influ- 
ence to  difcountenance,  and,  if  poihble,  to  fupprefs 
it.     They  have  their  choice.      The  great  and  the  gay 
will  not  receive  his  mefflige ;  it  is  therefore  fent  to 
the  poor,  and  to  the  wretched,  and  they  will  hear  it* 
Yet  as  he  vifited  Jerufalem  in  perfon,  and  taught 
there,  fo  London  like  wife  is  favoured  with  the  light 
of  his  gofpel.     But  alas,  How  few  believe  the  report  ? 
They  who  do,  experience  the  change  defcribed  in 
jny  text.    Their  darknefs  is  changed  into  marvellous 
light. 

Mankind,  till  enlightened  by  the  word  and  fpirit  of 
grace,  are  truly  in  a  ftate  of  darknefs.  Thick  dark* 
nefs  is  a  vail  which  conceals  from  us,  not  only  dif- 
tant,  but  the  neareft  obje^is.  A  man  in  the  dark 
cannot  perceive  either  friend  or  enemy  \  he  may  be 
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in  great  danger^  yet  think  himfelf  in  fafety ;  or  if 
he  thinks  himfelf  in  dangeri  be  unable  to  take  any 
ftep  for  his  prefervation,  from  a  want  of  light.  Thusy 
though  God  be  our  maker  and  preferver,  though  in 
him  nve  tve,  move,  and  have  cur  beings  though  we 
are  furrounded  with  his  prefence,  and  proofs  of  his 
wifdom  and  goodnef»  are  before  us  wheitver  we 
turn  our  eyes,  yet  we  lire  without  him  in  the  world* 
Equally  ignorant  we  are  of  ourfelves,  of  the  proper 
liappinefs  of  our  nature,  or  how  it  is  to  be  attained. 
Wt  know  neither  the  caufe,  nor  the  cure,  nor  the 
corifequences  of  our  pronenefs  to  cleave  to  the  duft, 
and  ot  placing  our  afiediton  on  inade<]uate  and  un- 
Citisfying  obje&s. 

And  if  we  fuppofe  a  perfon  awakened  to  a  con- 
vid:ion  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  to  underftand  that  60* 
thing  lefs  than  the  favour  of  God  can  make  a  ra- 
tional and  immortal  creature  happy/  ftill  without  the 
gofpel  he  HvoUid  be  in  darknefs  and  the  JbadofO  cf 
death.  His  cafe  may  be  compared  to  that  of  a  perfon 
fhipwrecked  upon  fome  defert,  inhofpitable  coaft^ 
fufFering  great  horrors  and  anxiety,  from  his  expo* 
fednefs  to  periih  by  hunger,  by  enemies,  or  wild 
beafts — who,  if  he  faw,  at  no  very  great  diftance,  an 
ifland,  and  was,  by  fome  means,  informed  and  afiU- 
red,  that  ifland  was  the  feat  of  fafety,  plenty,  and 
pleafure ;  and  that  if  he  was  once  there,  his  dangers 
would  all  ceafe,  and  his  utmolt  wiflies  be  fatisfied  \ 
ftill,  if  there  were  neither  bridge,  nor  boat,  nor  any 
means  by  which  he  might  arrive  thither,  to  knoM^ 
that  happinefs  was  fo  near  him,  yet  inacceflible  to 
him,  would  but  aggravate  his  mifery,  and  make  his 
defpair  more  emphatically  pungent.  Miferable  in- 
deed, muft  we  be,  if  we  clearly  perceived  that  only 
he,  whofe  creatures  we  are,  can  make  us  happy ;  and 
that  as  finners  we  have  forfeited  his  favour,  and  are 
utterly  incapable  of  regaining  it,  if  we  were  left  un- 
der^ thefe  views  without  'any  hope  of  relief.    Such 
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Ikioft  have  been  our  fituation  fooner  or  later,  if  Goi^ 
wh  if  rich  in  mercy ^  had  not  himfelf  prorided  the 
means  of  reccmciiiation.  For  though  a  hope  of  par« 
don  is  eafiiy  ta^eit  upby  thofe  who  are  ignorant  of 
the  hoiinefs  of  God  and  the  malignhy  of  fin,  yet  no- 
thing but  a  drrclaration  from  himfelfi  that  there  is 
furgtvencfs  with  hinii  can  give  peace  to  a  truly  awa- 
kened confcitnce.  But  Jefiia  difpels  this  dsrknefs» 
and  brtngj  Hfe  and  immortality  t(y  Hght  hy  th€  gofpei. 
For» 

1.  The  office  and  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit)  fo 
abfolutely  neceifary  to  make  us  duly  fenfible,  either 
of  our  danger,  or  of  the  pofTibility  of  efcaping  it,  is 
entirely  tl^   cffed  of  his  mediation*     The  foul  of 
man,  originally  formed  to  be  the  temple  of  the  living* 
God,  when  defiled  by  fin,  was  juftly  forfaken  by  its 
great  inhabiunt;   and  .fince  .the   fall,  anfwers  the 
prophetical   defcription  given  of  Babylon.     //  ts  be^ 
came  tbe  babitaiion  tf  derilsy  the  hold  of  every  foul 
fpiriti  ^^d  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful  ii^d  *. 
li  we  aflc,  as  vnth  good  reafon  we  may.  How  can 
the  wife  and  holy  God,  .who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to 
heboid  inipe^yt   and  with  whom  evil   cannot  dwell, 
return  i)0  his  fan£tuary  thus  polluted  and  profaned? 
an  aiifwer  is  afibrded  in  that  gracious  promife,  / 
will  fprinkle  dean  'water   upon  youy  -^  and  ye  fhall  be 
dean  :  from  all  your  filthinefs^  and  from  all  your  idols  ^ 
%fill  I  cleanfe  ym  \  and  I  will  tote  away  the  fiony 
hearty  and  1  will  give  you  an  heart  offiejby  and  (in  or- 
der to  this)  /  nmll  put  my  Spirit  witJbin  you  f .     But 
the  fource  of  this  Aiercy  is  his  fovereign .  love  and 
purpofe,  to  give  the  feed  oiF  the  woman,  his  only 
Son,  to  be  the  Mediator  of  finners.     By  his  atone*- 
ment,  to  be  manifeftedin  due  time,  but  which  had  a 
vkrtuai  influence  from  tbe  beginning,  the  Holy  Spirit 
returned  to  dwell  with  men. 

a.  His  obedience  unto  death,  when  revealed  by 
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the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  eniightened  confcience,  afibrds 
a  clear  and  fatisfa&ory  difcovery  of  recohciliatba 
with  God :  it  {hews,  that  on  his  part  every  hindrance 
to  the  free  exercife  of  mercy  is  theretyr  removed,  the 
honour  of  his  law  vindicated,  and  the  demands  of 
his  juflice  anfwered.  On  our  parts,  by  opening  a 
door  of  hope,  it  removes  that  enmity  and  obduracy 
of  heart,  which  are  nourifiied  by  a  confcioufnefs  of 
guilt,  and  a  fecret  foreboding  of  dcferved  puniih- 
ment.  But  when  the  dignity  of  the  Redeemer's 
perfon,  the  caufes,  nature,  and  defign  of  his  fufier- 
ings  are  underftood,  emotions  of  admiration,  love^ 
and  gratitude,  t3l  then  unknown,  are  felt,  and  ob- 
flinate  finners  art  made  a  nviUing  people  in  this  day  of 
divine  power. 

3.  The  dodrtne  of  the  crofs  pours  a  light  upon 
every  fubje6l  and  circumftance  in  which  we  are  con- 
cerned. It  enlarges  the  mind,  and  forms  the  judg- 
ment and  taile,  agreeable  to  the  ftandard  of  truth, 
and  the  real  nature  of  things.  It  re6li&es  thofe  pre- 
judices and  prepoiTeflions  which  difpofe  us  to  miitake 
good  for  €vi/f  end  evil  for  good  *,  to  purfue  trifles 
with  eameft^efs,'  and  to  trifle  with  things  of  the 
greatefl  importance.  In  Jefus  Chrift  crucified,  all 
the  trea/ures  of  %uifdom  and  knowledge  arb  at  onc« 
both  hidden  and  exhibited.  This  obji'£fc,  the  holy 
angels,  whofe  knowledge  of  the  wonders  in  creation, 
without  doubt,  greatly  iurpaffes  our  conceptions,  in- 
ceflantly  contemplate  with  delight,  as  aflfording  the 
brightefl  difplays  of  the  manifold  ivifdom  of  Godf,  It 
-is  efpecially  the  fountain  of  wifdom  to  finners.  They 
look  unto  him  and  are  enlightened.  The  flight  and 
partial  thoughts  they  once  entertained  of  the  great 
God,  the  miftaken  judgment  they  formed  of  them- 
felves,  oi  their  ftate  and  their  condu&,  are  corred- 
^d  by  their  knowledge  of  the  crofs;  from  thence 
4hey  derive  a  foli^  hope^  a  humbk  fpirit,  juft  views 
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of  their  duty  and  obligations,  and  motives  and  pro- 
fpe£ts  which  animate  mem  in  a  courfe  of  cheerful^ 
perfeverrng  obedience  to  the  will  of  God. 

4.  In  this  vay,  God,  as  revealed  in  Chrift,  is  ap- 
prehended and  chofcn,  as  the  chief  and  proper  good 
of  the  foul.     Thus  the  poor  are  enriched  with  the 
pearl  of  great  price,  and  the  weary  obtain  reft.     The 
mind,  no  longer  burdened  wich  anxiety,  nor  morti- 
fied with  a  fucceflion  of  difappointments,  which  at- 
tended the  vain  purfuit  of  happinefs  in  earthly  things, 
pofieiles  prefent  peace,  and  rejoices  in  the  expeda- 
tion  of  future  glory.     It  is  releafed  from  the  flavery 
of  hewifig  out  broken  ciflerm^  and  introduced  to  the 
fountain  rf  living  waters.     Or,  to  clofe  with  the  beau- 
dful  image  in  my  text,  ^he  people  who  once  walked 
in  darlrufsj  and  the  region  of  the  Jhadow  of  deaths  are 
tranjlatei  into  the  kingdom  of  life  ^ndfalvation  *. 

How  greatly  are  they  to  be  pitied  who  rejeft  the 
tight  of  the  gofpel!  It  is  true,  they  cannot  fee  it; 
but  it  is  equally  true,  they  will  not.  But  may  I  not 
hope  that  this  is  a  day  of  divine  power,  in  which 
fome  oi  you  ihall  be  made  a  willing  people  ?  Do  not 
reafon  againft  your  own  life,  but  repent,  and  believe 
the  gofpel.  The  light  (hinea  around  you,  whether 
you  perceive  it  or  not ;  and  it  has  an  efficacy  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind.  Where  the  gofpel  is  preach- 
ed the  Lord  is  prefent.  If  you  call  up«n  him,  he 
will  hear,  and  you  (hall  receive  your  fight.  If  the 
grace  and  the  glory  of  the  Saviour  have  hitherto 
made  no  impreffion  upon  your  heart,  you  are  fpi- 
ritually  blind.  Could  you  be  fenfible  of  your  dif- 
order,  the  remedy  is  at  hand.  If  now  at  laft  you 
are  willing  to  feek  him,  he  will  be  found  of  you. 
But  if  you  deliberately  prefer  darknefs,  your  ftate 
is  awfully  dangerous  \  and  if  you  perfift  in  your 
obftinacyi  your  ruin  is  unavoidable.  God  is  gracious 
Vol.  L  F  andi 
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and  long'fufieringi  but  he  will  not  be  mocked*. 
Humble  yourfelf  at  once  and  implore  his  mercy,  or 
elfe  prepare  to  meet  him  in  judgment.  But  be  aiTu- 
red  he  will  not  meet  you  as  a  man.  You  muft  ei- 
ther bend  or  break.  The  Lord  forbid  that  he  (houM 
fay  to  any  of  yoU}  in  the  great  day  of  his  appear* 
ance,  Depart  Jrom  mf,  yt  curfed^  int9  everiustifig^ 
frel 
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IsiiAH  ix.  6.      ... 

J%r  unto  us  a  MM  is  torri,  uttto  us  a  son  is  given  >» 
and  the  government  Jhall  be- upon  his  Jbouldet :  aiid 
his  name  shali  he  called ^  Wonderfui^  Counfethry  Tke 
AfightyGodf  The  Everbst'mg -Father^  tie  Prince  of 

'    peace  ^ 

SUCH  wis  the  triumphant  cxuhatioft  6f  the  OW» 
Teftament  chttrchf  Their  nobleft  hopes^  Wfere 
.founded  upoil  the  promifc  6f  Messi-akT  j  tlfeiie  fab* 
iimcft  foDg8*werc  derived  from  theproff>ed'd  his 
advent.  By  faith,  which  is  the  fuhstance  oj  things  ko* 
fed  iory  they  conffidercd  the  g¥acioas  defti^Mk)»s  ©f 
the  faithful  ttik;hangeabie  God  -af^  dftrefady  atcom- 
pliihed,  tboBgk  the  actual  perfdrmaifce  tefpd£i;ed 
a  period,  as  yet,  future  arid  diftflrit;  Jefpeci^lljr-as 
believers,  under  that  difpeYifaticm,  already  felt  the 
influence  of  the  redemption,  whi^h  Messiah  was 
to  confummate  in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  £t  was  tfie 
l^nowledge  of  his  engagetneiit  on  tht  t^h&lf  of  <ffli- 
fiers,  that  gave  life  and  iigmficancy  to  all  the  iolH- 
tutions  of  the  ceremonial  law>  which  otherwife^ 
though  of  divine  appointment,  would  have  beed  a 
lieavy  and  biirdenfoi^e  yoke  * .  Ifaiafi  therefore  pre- 
pares this  joyful  fong  tor  the  true '  fervanrs  of  God 
who  lived  in  his  time  \  and  though  it  was  a  day  of 
teial  and  rebuke,  they  were  provided  with  a  fuS* 
cient  compenfation  for  all  their /fufferings,  in  bdirg 
iRrarranted  to  fay,  Unto  us  ach%ld:ishotny  mto^uia 
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fon  is  given ;    and  the  government  Jhall  he  upon  his 

Jhoulder^  &C. 

This  ancient  fong  is  ftill  new.  It  has  been,  and 
will  be  taken  up  from  age  to  age,  by  the  Ncw-Tef- 
tament  church,  with  fuperior  advantage.  I  truit 
many  of  you  underftand  it  well,  and  rejoice  in  it 
daily.  Men  naturally  look  for  fomething  wherein 
to  rejoice  and  glory.  Little  reaffn  have  the  wife  * 
to  glory  in  their  fuppofed  wifdom,  or  the  ftrong  in 
their  fading  ftrength,  or  the  rich  in  their  tranfitory 
wealth ;  but  this  is  a  juft  and  unfailing  ground  of 
glory  to  true  Chriftians,  that  Unto  us  a  child  is  born^ 
unto  us  a  fin  is  given,  &c. 

When  a  fmner  is  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
to  underftand  the  charaSev  and  offices  of  Messiah, 
his   ability  and  willingnefs   to   fave  thofe  who  are 

.  re^dy  to  per^fii,  and  the  happinefs  of  all  who  are 
brou^t.  into  fubjeftion  to  his  gracious  governn[ientj 
and  when  he  begins  to  feel  the  chc<$ring  effe^s  of 
faith  in  his  name,  then  this  fong  becomes  his  own, 

^and  exa&ly  fuits  the  emotions  and  gratitude  of  his 
hearts    But.  many  perfons  will  defpife  and  pity  hioi 
as  ;Z  weak  enthufiaft.     And  yet,  perhaps,  they  do 
liot  think  fo  unfavour^ibly  of  the  rapture  of  Archi- 
ttiedes,  of  whom  it  is  related,  that  having  fuddenly 
difcovered  the  foluiiqn  of  a  difficult  problem  ^ile 
he  was  bathing,   he  was   fo  tranfported  with  joy, 
that  he  forgot  his  fituation,    fprung  inftantly  from 
the  ^bath,  and  ran  through  the  city  crying,  <<  I  have 
<^  f<>und  it,  I  have  found  it!"    He  is  not  ufualty 
charged  with  madnefs  on  this  account,  though  the 
expreffiou  of  his  joy  was  certainly  over-proportiondkl 
to  the  caufe#    The  truth  is,  the  world  will  allow  of 
a  vehemence  approaching  to  ecftafy,  on  almoft  any 
cccafion,  but  on  that  alone,  which,  above  all  others* 
will  juftify  it.     A  perfon  who  would  be   thought 
deftttule  ot  tafte^  if  he  was  unafie£ted  by  the-mu- 
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fie  to  which  this  pafTage  is'fet>  wodW,  at^hc  fame 
time,   hazard  his   reputation  for  good  fenfe,  with 
fome  judgeiS)  if  he  o%iicd  himfelf  afiefied  by  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  words.    Incompetent  judge$ 
furely !  who  are  pleafed  to  approve  of  warmth  and 
emotion  of  fpirit,   provided  the  objc6i  be  trivial^ 
and  only  condemn  it  in   concerns  of  the  greatcft 
importance  !     Btit  I  iruft  the  charader  of  my  au- 
ditory is  very  different,  and  that  the  mcft  of  you 
defire  to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  thi^paflage,  and 
to  have  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  your  own  interefts  in 
it.     May  the  Lord  grant  your  defire;  and  accompa- 
ny our  meditations  upon  it  with  his  power  and  blef<* 
fing! 

Every  claufe  in  this  paffage  might  fumifli  fubjeflt 
for  a  long  difcourfe ;  but  my  plan  will  only  permit 
me  briefly  to  touch  upon  the  fevcral  particulars,, 
which  will  lead  to  a  recapitulatioh  or  fumm'ary  of 
what  has  been  already  confidered  more  largely  con- 
cerning the  perfon,  offices,  and  glory  of  MsssiAHr 
We  have, 

I.  His  incarnation.  Unto  us  a  Sffd  it  horn:  In 
our  nature,  bom  of  a  woman  *  Unto  vs  a  fo'n  is  ^^- 
vr«,  not  merely  a  man-child,  biit,  emphatically,  ^ 
fony  the  Son  of  God.  This  was  the  moft  precious 
gift,  the  higheft  proof  and  tcftimony  of  divine  love. 
The  diftinftion  and  union  of  thefe  wrdely-diftant 
natures,  which  conftitute  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  the 
God-man,  the  Mediator,  is,  in  the  judgment  and  lan- 
guage of  the  apoftle,  the  great  tnystery  of  godlinefs  *^ 
the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth.  I  ihall  not  repeat 
what  I  have  already  offered  on  this  point  in  the  fifth 
fcrmon.  It  is  the  central  truth  of  revelation,  which, 
like  the  fun,  diffufes  a  light  upon  the  whole  fyftem,, 
no  part  of  which  can  be  rightly  underftoo^  without 
it.     Thus  the  Lord  of  all  humbled  hinrfclf,  to  ap- 
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pear  in  the  fovm  of  a  fervanl»  for  the  fake  of  &»- 
ntrs. 

II.  ^i&  exaltation.  Tht^  government  Jtiall  h  upM^ 
his  Jboulder.  In  our  nature  he  fufFeredf  and  in  the 
fame  nature  he  reigns.  When  he  had  overcome 
the  iharpnefs,  the  fling  o£  death,  he  took,  po^ffioa 
of  the  kingdom  of  glory  as  his  own,  and  opened  it 
to  all  who  believe  in  him.  Now  we  can  fay.  He 
who  governs  in  heaven  and  on  earthy  and  whom  alU 
things  obey,  is  the  child  who  was  horn^  the  fin  noho^ 
was  gipeu  for  ur*  Some  fubfequent  paflages  will- 
lead  us,  hereafter,  to  contemplate  more  diie^lly  the 
glory  o£  the  Redeemer's  admin^ftration  in  th&  king« 
dome  of  providence  and  grace.  At  prefent,  there- 
fore^ I  ihsill  onlyobferve,  ^at  the  exaltation,  of  the 
Redeemer  infers  the  dignity  and  fecurity  qI  the 
people  who  are  united  to. him  by  faith.  They  have^ 
in  one  refpef^,  an  appropriate  honour,  in  which  the 
angels  cannot  (hare.  Their  belt  friend,  related  to 
them  in  the  fap&e  nature,  is  feated  upon  the  throne 
of  glory.  Since  he  is  for  them^  ivbo  can  be  againfi 
them?  What  may  they  nqt  expe£k,_  when  he  who 
h^s  fo  loved  them  as  to  redeem  them  with  his  own 
blood,  has  alLpovar  ccu^mitted  unto  bim^  both  in  hear 
vsnund.on  euruh !.    For^    , 

III-  The  nanies  and  chara£ler4  here  afcribcd  ti» 
him,  are  not  only  ex,pre(rive  of  what  he  is  in  him- 
fclf,  but  of  what  he  has  engaged  to  be  to  them. 

I.  His  tiame Jhall he  called  IVonderfitU  In  suiotbear 
place  the  word  is  rendered  t^ecret  *,  It  is  true  of 
him  in  both  fenfes.  He  is  Wonderful  in  his  perlbn, 
obedience,  and.  fufFenngsj  in  his  grace,  govern- 
ment, and  glory.  So  far  as  we  upideriland  his  name, 
the  reveiatiQn.  by,  which,  as. by  a  name,  he  is  made 
known,  we  may,  we  muft,  believe,  admire,  and  a- 
dore:.  But  how  limited  and  defeftive  is  our  know- 
ledge ! . 
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ledge  f  His^  name  is  Secret.  Who  can  by  fearching 
find  htm  oui  *  ?  His  greatnefs  is  incomprehenfible^ 
his  wifdom^  untraceable,  his  fulnefs  inexhaulltble, 
his  power  infinite.  Ih  me  Imweth  the  Son  but  the 
Father.  But  they  have  a  true,  though  not  an  ade- 
quate knowledge  of  him,  who  truft,  love,  and  ferve 
him  ;  and  in  .their  view  iie  is  Wonderful^  The  a- 
poftle  exprdles  the  fentiment  of  their  hearts,  when 
he  fays,  1^('£7,  douhtlefs^  I  count  all  things  hut  lo/s  and 
dung  for  the  excellency  of  the  kmwled^e  of  Chrtft  Jffus 
the  Lord. 

24  Another  of  his  names  is  CounpUor,  The  grcA 
councils  of  redemption,  in  which  every  concern 
refpe£king  the  glory  of  God  and  the  falvation  of 
iinners  was  adjufted,  were  eftabliihed  with  him, 
and  ia  htm,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
.And  he  is  our^CounfidUor  or  Advocate  with  the  Fa- 
ther, who  pleads  our  caufe,  and  manages  all  our 
affairs  in  {ierfe£k  righteoufnefs,  and  with  infallible 
'fuccefs ;  fo  that  no  fuit  can  poffiUy  mifcarry  which 
he  is  pleafed  to  undertake.  To  him  likewife  we 
mu/l  apply  (and  we  ihall  not  apply  in  vain)  for  wif- 
ilom  and  direAion,  in  -all  that  helongs  to  our  duty^ 
and  the  iioiraur  of  our  ptofeffion  in  the  prefent  life. 
.In  all  our  di£Bculties,  dangers,  and  cares>  we  muft 
look  to  .hini  for  guidance  and  fupport.  This  is  to 
be  wife  unto  falvation.  ^  His  fecret  is  with  them  that 
coniult  htm;  fo  that  though  the  world  may  deem 
them  weak  and  ignorant  as  bab^  (and  he  teaches 
them  to  think  thus  of  themfdves),  they  have  a  cheer- 
ing and  praiftical  knowledge  of  many  important  fub« 
^eSs,  which  are  entirely  hidden  from  thofe  who  are 
"Wife  and  prudent  in  their  own  eyes. 

3..  He  is  the  mighty  God.     Though  in  the  office  of 

Mediator,  he  a£ls  in  the  charadfcer  of  a  fervant,  his 

t^erfefiions  and  attributes  are  truly  divine.     Only 

the.  mighty  God  could  make  a  provision  capable  of 
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anfwering  the  demands  of  the  holy  law^  which  we 
bad  tranfgrcfied.  Only  the  mighty  God  could  be  a 
fuitable  Shepherd  to  lead  millions  of  v'eak  helplefs 
creatures  to  glory,  through  the  many  dif&cuities, 
dangers,  and  enemies  they  are  expofed  to  in  their 
p^iTage.  Add  to  this,  the  honour,  dependence,  and 
obedience,  which  this  great  Shepherd  claims  from 
his  iheep,  are  abfolute.  and  fupreroe^  and  they 
would  be  guilty  of  idolatry,  if  they  did  not  know 
that  he  is  the  mighiy  God^  Though  real  Chri(lians« 
who  are  enlightened  and  taught  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
fhay,  and  do  differ  in  their  views  and  explanations 
of  fome  revealed  truths,  I  conceive  they  muft  be  aU 
agreed  in  this  point.  It  is  not  only  necefiary  to  be 
known  as  the  only  folid  foundation .  of  a  finner's 
hopci  but  it  immediately  refpeds  the  ob|e£t.  of  dt- 
/vine  worihip.  For  if  the  Redeemer  is'  not  pdflefied 
of  the  incommunicable  perfections  of  Deity,  the 
New  Teftament,  in  its  moft  obvious  and  literal  fig- 
nification,  would  be  chargeable,  not  only  with  coun- 
tenancing, but  with  exprefsly  teaching  and  enjoining 
idolatry. 

4.  Farther,  he  (hall  be  called  the  Everla/Ung  Fm* 
ihir.  He  is  not  ajbamed  to  call  them  brethren  *,  ha* 
ving  condefcended  to  aiTume  their  human  nature. 
But  they  are  alfo  his  children.  They  at«  born  into 
his  family  by  the  efficacy  of  his  own  word  and  Spirit. 
From  him  they  derive  their  fpiritual  life,  being  uni- 
ted to  him  by  faith,  and  receiving  from  iirft  to  laft 
out  of  his  fulnefs.  And  he  is  an  EverkJHng  Father. 
Our  fathers  according  to  the  fie{h  are  fubje£):  to 
death.  But  his  relation  to  them  fubfifts  unchange- 
ably, and  therefore  they  cannot  be  deftitate  \  and  he 
is  thus  equally  to  them  all.  They  live  upon  the 
earth,  and  are  removed  from  it,  in  a  long  f uccef&on 
of  ages  \  but  He  is  the  Father  of  the  everlafting  aga^ 
the  Jame  yesterday^  to-day^  and  for  ever.     j!ll  genera^ 

^  tions 
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turns  fiall  call  htm  bleffed.  To  him,  therefore,  the 
;»p<»ftle  teaches  us  to  apply  that  fublime  pafTage  of  the 
Pfalmifly  ThoUf  Lord,  in  the  ieginmng  haft  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the  heavens  are  the  work 
of  thy  hands*.  They  Jbedl perifi,  but  thou  remain^ \.. 
and  they  all  Jhall  wax  old  as  doth  a  garment ;  and  as  a 
wfturejbalt  thou  fM  them  up,  and  they  Jhall  be  changed  \ 
but  thou  art  the  fame,  and  thy  years  Jhall  not  fail  \, 

5.  Laftly,  He  (hall  be  calkd  the  Prince  of  Peace^ 
v^hofe  fovereign  prerogative  it  isi  to  fpealt  peace  to  hit 
people  \  \  and  there  is  no  peace,  deferring  the  nanie» 
but  that  which  he  bcftows.     'Fhc  fcripture  exprefsly 
declares  J  ^htre  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked^.     By  what- 
ever name  we  call  that  thoughtlefs  fecurity  and  in* 
(enfibilttyi   in  which  mankind  generally  lirei  while- 
ignorant  of  God  and  of  themfclves,  we  cannot  allow 
It  to  be  pe^ce.    It  is  the  tStGt  of  blindinefs  and  hard* 
nefs  of  heart ;  it  will  neither  bear  refie£^ion  nor  exa* 
mination.     Can  they  be  faid  to  poffefs  peace,  how- 
ever fatally  jegardlcfs  they  may  be  of  futurity,  wha 
are  at  prefcnt  under  the  dominion  of  refUefs,  infati- 
able,  and  inconOilent  pailxons  and  appetites  ?  But  the 
kingdom  of  Messiah  is  a  kingdom  of  peace,  and  in 
liim,  his  happy  fubje&s  enjoy  a  peace  which  paj^h  alt 
vnderfianding  %,  fuch  as  the  world  can  neither  give 
nor  cake  away.    He  has  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his 
f^ofs  ♦*,  for  all  that  come  uoto  God  by  him..    Until 
they  are  in  trouble  and  diftrefs;  until  they  feel  the 
bitternefs,  and  fear  the  confequences  of  their  fins^ 
.and  fee  the  impoilibility  of  helping  themfclves,  they* 
.will  not  apply,  to  him  %  but  whenever  they  da  fecL 
kitn^  thus  weary  and  heavy  laden,  he  hears  their  pray* 
cr»     Their  minds,  for  a  featbn,  are  like  the  £ea  ia\s 
ftorm,  they  are  diftre&d  with  guilt,  fears,  and  temp* 
•tations ;  but  when  He  reveal»  his  mighty  naoEie  and 
boundlefs  grace  to  their  hear t9>  and  iiays^  Peace,  i^ 
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6ili*j  there  is  a  great  calm*     Bewg  ju^^ed'hy  faith; 
they  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jffus  Chrt/h 
He  gives  them  peace  likewife  in  a  changing  trouble- 
fome  world,  by  inviting^  and  enabling  them  to   caft. 
alt  their  cares  upon  himi  and  to  truft  all  their  con- 
cerns in  his  hands,  upon  the  aiTurance  his  word  gives 
thenR)  that  he  careth  for.  them,  and  will  manage  and 
over-rule  every  thing  for  their  good;     Iti  proportion 
as  their  faith  realises  his  promifes,  they  feel  a  com- 
pofure  and  fatrsfaftion.     Knowing  that  the  hairs  of  ■ 
their  head  are  number edy  that  their  afflid^ions,  no  lei3 
than  their  coniforts,  arc  tokens  of  his  love,  that  he 
nvill  give  thftn  Jhrengih^  according  to  their  dayj  that  he 
laill  ke^  their  guide  and  thetr  guard  even  unto  death  i^; 
they  are  not  greatly  mov^d  by  any  events,  or  difturb- 
cd  by  apprchenfions,  becaufe  their  hearts  are  fixed  f , 
trufting  in  the  Lord:    Farther,  he  teaches  them  (what . 
can  only  be  learnt  of  him)  how  to  feek  and  maintain 
peace  among  men»     His  love  fubdues  the  power  of 
felf,  and  forms  them  to  a  fpirit  of  philanthro]5y  and : 
benevolence,   which  has  often  fuch  an  efiej^,  that 
they  who  diflike  them  for.  theb- attachment  to  him 
and  to  his  precepts,  apd  would  willingly  fpeak  evil 
*  of  them,  ace  a&amed,  and  put  to  filence,  by  their 
perfevcranoc   in  wclKdoing.     Thug  their  peace  ir>- 
creafes  as  .a.  river,  which  runs  with  a  deeper  and  a  . 
broader  ftream  as  it  approaches  the  ocean.     Fbr  their 
peace  is  then  ftrong^ft  and  mod  xmfhaken,  when  they . 
draw  n«ar  to  death,  and  are^  upon  the  point  of  re- 
figning  their  fouls  intoliis^hands»    Thkis  the  time, 
when,  if  not  beforei  the  falfq  peace  of  the  worldling, 
will  give,  way  to  terror  and  difmay .    But  mark  theper^ 
feB  man^  and  heboid,  tie  upright^  fvr  the  end.  of  that 
matt  is  peace  ^i.     It  mult  be  allowed,  that  many  of  his 
people,  through  the  power  of  temptation  and  re- 
mainbg  unbclifif^.h^ve^  at  ibme  feafoirsj^  uncomfos- 
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table  fears  concerning  a  dying  hour ;  but  when  the 
time  of  their  difmiflion  aftually  arrives,  we  feldom 
fee  theni  afraid  of  the  fummons.    There  is  a  ftrength 
neceflary  to  fupport  the  foul  at  the  approach  of  death, 
which  is  ufually  with-held  tilt  the  time  of  need;    But 
then  it  is  vouchfafed.     They' who  have  frequently 
*'accefs  to  the  beds  of  dying  believers^  can  bear  tefti- 
mony,  as  eyc-witnefles,  to  the  faithfulnefs  of  their* 
Lord.     How  often  have  we  fecn  'them  triumphing  in  '- 
the   profpcdl'  of  immortality!  as  happy,  in  defiance- 
of  pain  and  ficknefs,  as  we  can  well  conceive  it  pof* 
.fible  to  be  while  in  the  body,  and  as  fure  of  heaven,  < 
as  if  they  were  already  before  the  throner 

Such  is  the  chara^er  of  Messiah!     This  is  the 
God  whom  we  adore ;  our*  almighty  unchangeable 
Friend  f    His  greatnefs  and  goodncfs,  his  glory  and 
his  grace,  when  once  known,  fix  the  heart,  no  more 
to  rove ;  and  'fill  it  with  admiration,'  gratitude,  and 
defire.     From  licnce  fpring.  a  cheerful,  unreferved 
obedience  to  hisr'Commands,  and  a  deliberate  volun- 
tary fubmiflioh  to  hts  holy  will.     For  his  people  do 
not  ferve  him,  oryield  to  him  by  conftraint;  at  lead, 
k  is  only  the  pleating  condraint  of  love,  which  makes 
their  duty  their  delight ;  and  their  burden  and  grief. 
i3,  that  theycan  ferve  him- no  better; 
•  May  we  be  all  thus  tiunded.     I  dare  not  hope  it^ 
is  fo  with  us  air  ^t  prrefent.   Biit  this  is  the  day  of  his 
grace.     For  this  caufe  he  came  into  the  world,^  that 
he  might  draw  many  hearts  to  himfclf  *:    And  for 
this  purpofe  he  favours  us  with  his  gofpel,  by  which 
he  it  ill  fays.  Look  unto  mey  <tnd  bi  ye  faved^*;    C£>j^ 
unto  me^  and  I  will  give  yju  rejl^.     To  be  found  a- 
mongjhis  faithful,  followers,  in  the  great  day  when  He  • 
Ihall  come  to  j^udgcthe  world,,  is  the  t>ne^ thing,  , 
.-which,,  above  all  others,  dcferves  our  foljcitude;^  -  .^ 

Hear  then  his  voice  to- day.     Pcrhaps'  you  are  ap- 
prifcd  of  thfe  TiecciTity  of ,  a  change  of  heart  and  life^  . 
^  I      F  6     .  '       iat 
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at  fome  future  period,  in  order  to  die  fafitlf.  Such 
a  change  is  equally  necefTary,  if  you  wifli  to  liT6 
comfortably.  While  you  are  unfit  t0  die,  you  can 
have  no  true  enjoyment  of  life.  It  were  eafy  to 
prove  at  large,  that  procraftination  is  highly  dange- 
rous. Admitting,  riiat  according  to  your  prefent 
feelings,  you  really  think  yourfelf  determined  to  fee1( 
the  Lord  at  fome  future  time,  do  you  confider  how 
many  uncertainties  you  prefume  upon  ?  ,  Are  yoii 
fure  that  you  (hall  not  be  fuddenly  cut  ofF,  by  an  un* 
expe£led  and  unthought  of  ilroke ;  or  vifited  by  a  fe« 
vjsr  which  may  quickly  bring  you  into  a  ftate  of  de- 
lirium or  ftupefaAion,  and  render  your  proje<^ed 
repentance  impraSicable  ?  Yea,  it  ^a  ill  in  any  cir« 
cumftances  be  imprafticable^  unlefs  God  is  pleafed 
to  influence  your  mind  b?  his  good  Spirit.  If  you 
grieve  this  Spirit  fiow^  by  refifting  his  operations, 
what  reafon  have  you  to  expeft  that  he  will  then  re- 
turn ?  Do  we  not  fee  many  inftances  of  what  the 
poet,  with  great  propriety,  calls,  AJlowfudden  death  ? 
How  many  people,  while  pining  away  under  the 
power  of  incurable  difeafe,  amufe  themfelves  with 
the  hope  of  recovery  to  the  laft  gafp  ;  and  though 
their  acquaintance  read  death  ip  their  countenance 
for  weeks  or  months,  in  defiance  of.  fuch  repeated 
and  long-continued  warnings,  they  die  as  fuddenly, 
with  refpe£^  to  their  own  apprehenfions,  as  if  killed 
by  lightning.  Tremble  kft  fuch  be  your  laft  end> 
if  you  tri&  with  God,  who  now  calls  you,  by 
his  gofpel,  to  feek  him  to-day,  while  it  is  called  tc^ 
day* 

But  I  wouM  lead  you  to  confider.  your  delay,  not 
only  as  dangerous,  but  as  unreafonable.  Why  are  yda 
afraid  of  being  happy  too  loon  ?  What  ilrange  and 
h^d  thoughts  have  you  of  God^  if  you  fuppofe  you 
can  find  more  pleafure  in  living  according  to  your 
own  wills^  than  in  obedience  to  his  conunands  \ 
Can  the  world  give  you  fuch  peace  and  fatisf^fiion 
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ai  I  ^%yt  Si|&mpf«d  to  defcribe  ?  Do  you  think  a 
real  perfua&oti  ^at  God  is  your  friend,  and  that 
heaven  will  be  your  horne^  will  fpoil  the  relifli  of  your 
tarthly  enjoyments,  or  make  your  lives  uncomfortable? 
What  hard  thing  docs  the  Lord  require  of  you,  that 
you  are  fo  unwilling  to  comply  ?  If  we  fet  afide,  for 
a  moment,  the  confideration  of  a  future  (late  and  a 
final  judgment,  yet  even  in  a  temporal  view  you 
would  be  a  great  gainer,  if  your  fpirit  and  your  con- 
du6l  were  regulated  by  the  gofpeL  What  heart- 
breaking troubles,  what  loflcs,  contefts,  pains  of  bo- 
dy, and  remorfe  of  confcience,  would  fome  of  you 
have  avoided,  if  you  had  believed  and  obeyed  the 
word  of  God  !  What  diftrcflcs  may  your  head-ftrong 
paflions  foon  plunge  you  into,  if  you  prefume  to  go 
on  in  your  fins !  For  that  the  way  of  tranfgreflbrs 
is  hard,  is  not  only  declared  in  Scripture,  but  proved 
by  the  hiftory  and  obfervatioti  of  every  day.  For- 
fake  the  foolifli,  therefore,  and  live.  And  while 
the  door  of  mercy  is  ft  ill  open  before  you,  pray  to 
him  who  is  able  to  blefs  you  indeed,  by  delivering  you 
from  the  guilt,  and  from  the  power  of  your  iniqui- 
ties \  left,  if  being  ^en  reproved  *,  and  ftill  harden^ 
ing  your  hearts^  you  Jbould  fuddinlj  be  deflroyed^  and 
that  tuitbout  remedy. 

•  Pf oT»xxix.  I* 
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Vhere   were  In   the  fame   country  Jhephirds  ahtdih^  in   tir- 
Jield^  keeping  nuaicb  over  their  Jhck  •  by  night*     And  /o, 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  ihem^  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  (hone  round  ahvut  them  r  and  they  luere  fore  if  raid ^ 
And  the  angel  fcud^  unto  tbem^  Fear  not ;.  for^  behold^  I ' 
hring-unto  you  good  tiikngs.  of  great  Joy^  lubickJhaU'  be  to 
aU  people.     For  unto  you.  ie  born  ^  this  day^  in'  the  city  of. 
Davidf  a  Savlouri  nvhich  it  Chrift  the  Lord*     And  this^ 
.  Jha/l  he  ajign  unto  you  :  Yejhall  Jind  the  hahe  wrapped  in  • 
fwaddTmg  clothes ^  lying  in:  a  manger.     And  fuddenly  there 
was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hojl^  PT^lfif^g 
Godi  and  faying.  Glory  to  G^d  iit  the  highefi,  on  earth  > 
JfiOcCf  good-will  towards  4nen^ 

THE.  gratification  of  the  Great,  tie  IVealtly,  and 
the  Gay^  was  chleily  confiJted  In  the  late  ex-» 
hibitions  in  Wcftminfter-Abbey.    Bat  notwifhiland- 
hig  the  expence  of  the  preparations)  and  the  fplendid' 
appearance  of  the  auditory,!  may  take  it  for  granted,, 
that  the  fliepherdSj  who  were  honoured  with  the  firft 
information  of  the  birth  of  MEssiikH,  enjoyed,  at  free 
cod,  a  much  more  fublime  and  delightful  entertain- 
ment    How  poor  and  trivial  is  the  moft  ftudicd  mag- 
nificence and  brilliancy  of  an  earthly  court,  compared^ . 
with  that  effulgence  of  glory  which  furrounded  the 
flicpherds?    The  performers  of  this  Oratorio,  if  F; 
majr  he  allowed  the  exprefiion^  were  ainultitude  of  v 

the^ 
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the  heavenly  hoft.     And  though  I  do  not  fuppofe 

that  the  angel  delivered  his  meflagc  in  the  cadence 

whjch  we  call  Recitative^  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 

^orus  was  a  Sottg^  fweetly  melodious  as  from  blcft 

voices.     A  fong  which  the  redeemed-  and  the  angeU 

of  the  Lord  are   (till  finging  before  the  throne.     A 

new  fong*.    A  fong  which  wilt  be  always  new.    We 

are  made  acquainted-with  the  fubjed,  yea^  with  the 

very  words  of  this  fong.     May  our  hearts  be  foitably 

afFededby  the-confideration  of  them  to-day!    The 

naelody  and ' hafmony  of  heaven  are  far- above  our 

conceptions*     Themuficof  that  happy  land  has  no 

dependence  upon  the  vibrations  of  the  airj  or  the  ad* 

mirable  ftru£ltire  of  the  human  ear;     But  we  have 

Tcafon  to  believe,  there  is,  in  the  world  of  light  and 

love,  fomething  analogous  to  what  we  call  muficj 

though  different  in  kind,  and  vaftly  fuperior  in  cffe£l,' 

to  any  ftt aitis  that  can  be  ^  produced  by  the  moft  ex* 

€|uifite  voices,  or  inftruments,  upon  earth ;    as  we 

readily  judge  the  glory  of  an  angel  to  be  unfpeakably 

more  excellent,  both  in  kind  and  in  degree,  than  any. 

thing  that  is  deemed  glorious  among  mortals- 

To  conBder  this*  paffage  at  large  would  require 
many  difcourfes.  Ifh^ltconfine  myfelf  at  prefent  to 
a  few  btief  reAe£t)oiis,  on  the  circumdances  of  this 
heavenly  vifion,  the- nfiefi&ge^  of.  the  angel,  and  the 
concluding  chorus  orfong* . 

I;  The  eircumitances.- 

\*  Loy,  on  angel  catne  upon  them,  Sfr.  Suddenly*, 
when  they  had  no  expectation  of  fuch  a  vifit,  with- 
out  any  thing  that  might  previbufly  engage  their  at*- 
tencion,  all  at  once,  like  a  fla^h  of  Mghtntng,  a  glory 
flione  around  them^  and  an  angel  appeared.  We  do 
not  wonder  th^thoy  were  imprcfled  with  fear.  We 
live  near,  perhaps  in  thi?  mid  ft- of ,^  an  invifible  world> 
full  of  great  and  wonderful  realities,  which  yet,  by 
toamany  per£ms,  are  eoafideifcd  and  treated  as  non* 

entitiea^a. 
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entitieSi  bccaufe  they  are  not  perceived  by  ourb<^ily 
fenfes.  But  the  fcripture  affures  us  of  the  fa€b ;  and 
to  reje^  this  teftimony,  becaufe  it  is  not  confirmed 
by  our  fenfes,  is  no  lefs  irrational  and  unphilofophU 
cal,  than  impious^  A  man  bom  blind  can  have  no 
more  conception  of  light  and  colours,  than  we  have 
of  what  pafles  in  the  world  of  fpirits.  And  a  nation 
of  blind  men,  if  there  were  fuch  a  nation,  would 
probably  treat  a  feeing  perfon  as  a  vifionary  madman^ 
if  he  fpoke  to  them  of  what  he  faw.  But  he  would  be 
fure  of  his  own  perceptions,  though  he  could  not 
fatisfy  the  enquiries  and  cavils  of  the  blind.  Our 
fcnfes  are  accommodated  to  our  prefent  ftate  y  but 
-there  may  be  a  multitude  of  objeds,  as  real  in  them* 
felves,  and  as  near  to  us,  as  any  that  we  bshold  with 
our  eyes ;  of  which  we,  for  want  of  fuitable  facuU 
ties,  can  have  no  idea.  To  deny  this,  and  to  make 
our  fenfes  the  criteria  of  the  exiftence  of  things 
which  are  not  within  their  reach,  is  exafily  fuch  an 
ftbfurdity,  as  a  blind  man  would  be  guilty  of,  wha 
Ihould  deny  the  poiTibility  of  a  rainbow,  becaufe  he 
never  heard  it  nor  felt  it.  However,  Faiih  is  the 
evidence  of  things  notfeen.  And  they  who  believe  the 
word  of  God,  cannot  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  zn 
invifible  ftate  and  invifible  agents.  The  barrier  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  that  ftate  and  us,  b  too 
ftrong  to  be  pafied  -,  for  the  will  of  the  great  Creator 
feems  to  be  the  barrier.  OtherwiCe  it  is  probable 
they  could  eafily  furprife  us,  fince,  upon  fyecial  oc- 
cafions,  they  have  been  permitted  to  difcover  them* 
felves.  We  have  .a  natural  dread  of  fuch  vi&tantt> 
even  though  they  fliould  appear  to  us,  as  they  did  la 
the  fliepheidsj  as  meifengers  of  peace  and  mercy  froia 
God.  Tet  we  muft  fliortlv  mingle  with  them* 
Death  will  introduce  us  into  tne  world  of  fpirits ;  and 
what  we  fliall  then  meet  with,  what  Beings  wiJl  be 
ready  to  accoft  us  upon  our  firft  entrance  into  that 
\mknown>  unchangeable  ftate^^  who  can  lay  i  It  de*- 

fervea 
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.ferves  our  feriou^  thought.  We  are  now  encompaffed 
by  the  obje£ls  of  fenfe»  but  we  muft  foon  be  fepa- 
rated  from  them  all.  We  live  in  a  crowds  but  we 
mud  die  alone.  Ha{>py  are  they,  who,  like  Stephen» 
(bail  be  able  to  commend  their  departing  fpirits  into 
the.hands  of  J^fus !  He  is  Lord  of  all  worlds^  and 
has  the  keys  of  hadest  of^he  invifible  (late. 

2.  The  angel  fpoke.    The  goipel  was  preached  by 
an  angel  to  Zechartas^  to  the  virgin  mother  of  M£s- 
siAHi  now  to  the  Shepherds^  and,  perhaps^  to  none 
but  thefe.,  .The  a'^gel,  who  appeared  to  Cornelius, 
faid  nothing  to  him  of  Jefus,  but  only  dire£led  him 
to  fend  for  ijeter  *.'    The  glorious  gofpel  of  the  bkf. 
fed  Godf  M^ith  refpe£i  toils. dignity»  depUly  and  im- 
portance,, rt^ay  feem  a  fitter  theme  far  the.  tong^ie  of 
,axi  ang^  t^a  o{  a  man^$  but  unguis  never  finnedy 
.^md  t^Odigh  theyni^l  proclaim  itd  ea;celkriQy»  they 
couU  noti  from  ejLpPicieace,  fpeak  of  its  efficacy.    In 
'tjud  jrefpe^k  finful  worms  are  better  quialified  to  preach 
.to  others,  concerning  him  by  whom  they  havCs  them- 
felves,  been  Jboaled' and  faved. ,  Their  weaknefi^^  like* 
wife,;  is  better  fuited  to  fhew  that  -the  injBu^nce  and 
fuccefs  of  the.  gofpel  is  whoUy  owing  to  the  power 
of  God.    -h  h»^%  therefore,  pleafed  God  to  put  this 
treqft^eint^. earthen  veffds^  and  to  commit  the  minif- 
try  of  his  word,  not  to  angels,  but  to  men.     They 
whom  he  is  pleafed  to  employ  in  this  office,  however 
weak  and  unworthy  in  themfelves,  derive  an  honour 
-and  importance  from  the  meiTage  entrufted  to  them, 
and  are  fo  far  worthy  of  the  fame  attention,  as  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  fpoke.    They  are  finful  men,  and 
■have  reafon  to  think  hun^y  of  themfelves;   nor 
fhould  they,  as  the  fervants  of  a  fufFering,  crucified 
Mailer,  either  wonder  or  complain  if  they  meet  with 
'  unkindnefs  from  thote  wh<Mn  they  wifh  .to  ferve  \  but 
they  may  magnify  their.cffice^y  and  it  is  at  the.  peril 
of  their  hearers  to  defpife  it.    What  the  world  ac- 
counts 
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counts  in  us  the  fioRflmefi  of  preachings  is  mzAt  to^ 
thofe  who  (imply  receive  it,  the  wifdom  awt  power  of 
God*  To  oth^Sy  even  angete  would  preach  in  Tatnv 
They  ivho  hear  nd  M<ifes  and  the  prophets^  who  fub- 
mit'  not  to  the  ordinary  methods  and  means  of  grace 
which  God  has  appointed,  nvouid  not  bt  perfuaded% 
though  onejbould  rtfefram  the  dead 

3.  The  angel  was  fent  with  the  moft  interefting 
news  that  could  be  made  known  to  mankind  ;  not  te 
Csefar,  or  to  Herod,  or  to  the  High  Prieft,  but  to 
obfcure  and  lowiy  fliephcrds.  The  Lord  Jeeth  not  as 
man  feeihy  the  petty  diftin6tions  thd^  obtain  among 
men  are  not  regarded  by  him.  He  is  equally  fiear  to 
them  that  fear  him  in  every  (ituation  of  life,  as  the 
fun  ihines,  as  freely  and  fully,  upon  a  cottage  as 
upon  a  palace.  Thefe  ihe^herds  were,  doubtlei% 
of  the  number  of  the  happy  fe<vr,  -who^,  in  i^hat  tint^ 
of  degeneracy,  were  waiting  anH  longing  fir-the  eon^ 
Jolation  6j  yrael  The  heads  of  the  J€^*i(h  pfeople 
-found  their  confolation  in  their  rank  a^d  wealth, 
^nd  in  the  rcfped  paid  them  by  the  ▼»rgar.  Thefe 
things  ufually  add  to  the  idea  of  fdf-importaace,. 
and  feed  thofe  tempers  whieh  are  moft  difpleafing 
lo  the  Lord,  and  which  indifpofe  the'  Aiind  to  the 
receptioa  of  the  gofpel,  or  to  any  doe  enquiry  con- 
cemnig  it.  And  thus,  in  fad,  from  age  to  age,  it 
has  generally  been  hidden  from  the  wife  and  the  greaty 
and  revealed  unto  babes.  The  magi,  or  wife  men,  who 
lived  in  the  eaft,  where  the  knowledge  of  aftronomy 
obtained,  but  where  the  fcripture  was  not  known, 
were  guided  to  Messiah  by  the  appearance  of  a  new 
flar  or  meteor.  The  (hepherds,  who  were  acquaint- 
ed with  the  prophecies  conceming  Messiah,  wen& 
informed  of  their  accompUQiment  by  an  angel.  Thus 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fuit  the  di&rent  manner  of 
^^aking  knowa  his  will,  to  the  previous  (ituation  of 
the.  per  ions. 
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Ik  The  meflage  of  the  ange^j  though  concifes.  was^ 
comprehenfive  and  full.  It  contained^  The  fa£t» 
lJf2t9youu  krn  this  day — ^Thc  place.  In  the  cify  ^ 
Davfd^  that  is>  in  Bethlehem,  fo  called,  becaufe  Da-« 
vid  likewbfe  had  been  bom  there  *; —  The  office  of 
Messiah,  A  Saviour^^^x^  nanict,  honour,  and  cha- 
va£ier,  Chri/l  or  the  Anointed ;  the  Lardt  the  bead 
and  king  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  church,  the  Lord  «of* 
^1.  I  do  but  recite  thefe  particuJars  now^  a«  they 
will  repeatedly  offer  to  our  conlkleration  in  the  fenes 
of  fubjc£ts  before  me.  The  defcription  of  the  ftate 
ia  wluch  they  would  find  him,  was  fuch,  as  could 
only  be  reconciled  K)  his  titles  and^honour^i  by  that 
^mple  faith,  which,,  without  vain  reafoning^  acquief- 
ces  in  the  declarations  of  God  For  how  uolikelj* 
would;  it  ibem  to  ^  merely  human  judgmeitf,  that  the 
Saviour  of  Tinners,  the  promifed  Messiah,  the  Lord- 
of  all,  ihould  be  a  baift,  wrapped  in  fivaddling''chthes% 
mnd  /ying  in  a  manger.  Yet  thus  it  was.  Though 
rich  in  himfelf,  be  became  poor  fer  our  Jakes  ^^  Oa 
this  account,  as  the  fcripture  had  foretold,  he  was. 
eUfpifed  and  reje6led  of  min.  Though  he  came  to  his 
own,  as  a  l^ord  or  &^i]cer  to  his'  awn.houfe  %  yet^ 
coming  in  Uiis  manner,  his  own  ^piKifciled  fervants^ 
who  pretended  that- they  were  longing  and  waiting 
for  him,  flighted  and  oppofed  him ;  preferred  a  no«' 
torious  naakfaf^pr  to  hinn  and  put  him  to  death  as 
an  impoilor  and  blafphcmer.  But  the  (hepherds  resu 
foned  not  through  unbelief,-  and  therefore  they  were 
not  (daggered ;  they  obeyjcd.  the  meiTage,  they  wentf 
they  faw,  they  believed. 

The  feeming  repugnance  between  the  greatnefs^  of 
Messiah!s  claims,  and  the  ftate  of  humiliation  in 
which  he  appeared  when  upon  earih,  was  the  great 
ilumbling-block  then,^  and  continues  to  be  fo  at  this 
day.  Becaufe  he  (looped  fo  low,  and  made  himfelf 
<lf  no  reputation,  too  many  (tiQ  refufe  to  acknowledge 
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his  dime  charadler.  But  they  who  are  willing  to  be 
tat'ght  by  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God,  fee  a  beauty 
and  propriety  in  his  fubmittine  to  be  bom  in  a  ftable, 
an(^  to  lire  as  a  poor  man,  deftitute  of  houfe  or  pro- 
perty.  Hereby  he  poured  contempt  upon  worldly^ 
pomp  and  vanity,  fandified  the  ftate  of  poverty  to 
bis  followers,  and  fet  them  aiy  encouraging  example 
to  endure  it  with  cheerfulnefs.  They,  like  the  ihep* 
herds  and  his  firft  difciples,  are  delivered  from  their 
natural  prejudices,  and  are  enabled  to  tebold  his  g^ory^ 
through  tiie  vail  of  his  outward  humiliation,  hs  the 
glory  of  the  eniy  begotten  of  the  Father:  And  his  con« 
defcenfion  in  becoming  poor  for  their  falei^  that  they 
through  bis  poverty  might  be  made  rich^  afiedis  their 
hearts  with  admiration  and  gratitude. 

But  though  too  many,  who  are  governed  by  the 
^irit  and  maxims  of  this  world,  are  far  from  admi* 
ring  his  love,  in  afiiiming  our  nature  under  thofe  cir* 
tumftances,  which,  from  his  infancy  to  his  death, 
expofed  him  to  the  contempt  of  his  enemies,  it  is 
othcrwife  thought  of  in  yonder  world  of  light.  For 
we  read,  that  when  the  angel  had  declared  to  the 
(hcpherds  the  glad  tidings,  a  multitude  of  the  hea« 
venly  hoft  exprefled  their  joy  by  a  fong,  which  is  the 
next  fubjed  that  oficrs  to  our  confideration. 

III.  Their  higheft  praife  was  excited  by  a  view  of 
the  effe£is  which  this  unexampled  love  would  pro<» 
duce. 

I.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft.  In  the  higheft  hea- 
ven, in  the  higheft  degree,  for  this  higheft  inftancc 
of  bis  mercy.  At  the  creation  thefe  morningfhrs 
fang  for  joy  *.  But  redemption  was  a  greater  work 
than  they  had  yet  feen,  and  a  work  by  which  his 
goodnefs,  wifdom,  and  power  would  be  ftill  more 
abundantly  magnified.  The  glory  of  God,  the  exhi- 
bition of  bis  adorable  perfe£kions,  tq  the  view  of  in- 
telligent creatures,  is  the  laft  and  higheft  end  of  all 
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his  worfi.    Norwoald  it  be  worth  jr  of  the -infinite 
eternal  God,  in  comparifan  with  whofe  immenfit^r* 
the  aggregate  of  all  created  good  is  no  more  than  a 
point  compared  with  the  univerfe,  or  a  (ingle  ray  of 
light  compared  with  the  fun,  to  propofe  any  thin; 
ihort  of  his  own  glory,  as  the  ultimate,  final  cauie  of 
his  deQgns*     And  in  proportion  as  any  finite  intelli- 
gences are  conformed  to  the  will  of  their  Creator, 
and  imprefied  with  a  fenfe  of  his  pre-eminence,  dieir 
higheft  end  and  aim  will  be  the  fame  with  his.     If, 
therefore,  we  compare  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good 
of  his  creatures  together,  we  may  refer  to  them  what 
our  Lord  was  pleafed  to  declare  of  the  two  great 
commandments*     The  former  is  incomparably  the 
fitft  and  greateft  of  his  ends ;  the  fecond,  in  its  pro* 
.  per  place  and  fubprdination,  is  like  unto  it,  and  infe- 
parably  conne£l;ed  with  it,  or  rather  derived  from  it. 
The  former  is,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  the  eflential  diffe- 
rence of  the  divine  operations  \  the  latter,  fo  far  as 
Gonliftent  with  it,  is  the  refult  of  a  glorious  and  effi- 
cacious jffoperty  of  his  confummate  excelleace*    In 
the  redemption  of  fallen  man,  both  are  difplayed  to 
the  higheft  advantage.     Glt^yio  G^  in  the  bighefiy 
andpneartkpMc^^gokd-^'willtafwariismen* 

The  glory  of  his  goodnefst  this  ibines  bright  in  Uie 
capacities  and  happinefs  he  has  communicated  to 
angels ;  but  it  (bines  with  greater  brtghtnel's  in  the 
mercy  afforded  to  mankind  \  whether  we  confider 
the  obje^s,  who  are  finners,  rebels,  and  enemies;  or 
his  purpofe  in  their  favour,  not  only  to  reftore  the 
life  they  had  forfeited,  but  to  beitow  it  more  abun- 
dantly *,  with  refpe£k  to  .title,  fecurity,  and  honour; 
or  laftly,  and  principally,  the  mean  by  which  their 
deliverance  from  everlaCting  mifery,  and  their  poilef* 
fion  of  everlafting  happinefs,  is  procured ;  and  whieh 
could  only  be  procured  by  the  humiliation  and  death 
of  the  Son  of  his  Jove. 
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The  glory  of  his  nvifdom^  in  adjufting  the  demands 
of  his  holinefs,  juflice,  and  truths' with  the  purpofe^ 
of  his  mercy  :  In  providing  f^ich  a  method  \  for  the 
exercife  of  his  mercy)  as  renders  hisdifpleafure  againft 
(in  more  confpicuous  by  pardoning,  than  by  punifli- 
ing  it :  In  abafing  the  finner^s  pride,  by  the  very  con- 
fiderationB  which  infpire  his  hope  and  confidence ;  fo 
that  whde  he  confefies  htmfeif  unworthy  of  the  very 
air  that  he  breathes,  he  is  encouraged  and  warranted 
to  claim  a  participation  in  all  the  bleffings  of  grace 
and  glory :  And  finally,  in  propofing  motives,  which, 
when  rightly  underftood,  are  always  found  fufficient 
to  influence  the  heart,  even  though  it  has  been  ha^ 
bitualiy  hardened  in  (in,  long  At2ik  xxy  Xht  voice  <of  rea- 
fon,  confctence,  and  intereft,  and  equaUy  unaSbded' 
by  the  judgments  or  the  mercies  of  God,  till  en- 
lightened to  perceive  the  excellency  of  the  ^ofpel. 

The  glory  of  his  power  i  in  making  alt  the  adis  of 
free  agents,  through  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages,  fub- 
iervient  to  this  great  purpofe,  not  excepting  thofe 
tK'ho  moft  laboured  to  obstru^  it  \  in  changing  the 
difpofuton  of  the  finnet,  however  obstinate  %  ahd  in 
carrying  on  his  work  of  grace,  when  once  begun, 
in  fuch  feeble  inconfiitent  creatures  as  men  are  %  in 
defiance  of  all  difficulties  and  oppofition  arifii^  from 
within,  or  without. 

Thefe  are  fubjeds  which  the  aHgets  deftre  to  fci 
into  *,  which  fill  the  moft  exalted  intelligences  with 
admiration.  The  glofy  of  God  was  manifefted,  was 
celebrated  in  the  higheft  heavensj  when  Messiah  waa 
born  of  a  woman^. 

2.  The  great  defign  and  tStO:  pi  his  appearance 
with  regard  to  mankind,  is  peace..  On  earth  peace. 
Man,  as  a  fallen  creature,  is  in  a  ftate  of  war  and 
rebellion  againft  his  Maker.  He  has  renounced  his 
allegiance  and  dependence,  is  become  his  oWn  end. 
He  is  now  against  God»  difobedient  to  his  laws,  and  , 
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tii(affe£led  to  his  government.  And  his  confcience^ 
if  not  ftupified  and  cauterized  by  frequent  refiftance 
of  convi£iion3  fuggefts  that  God  is  againft  htm.  He 
feels  he  is  •fiot  happy  here,  he  fears  he  (hall  be  mi- 
ferable  hereafter.  This  apprehenfion  ftrengthens  his 
averfion  from -God.  And,  indeed,  without  an  expreft 
aflurance  from  the  Lord  himfelf,  whom  he  has  offend* 
«d,  that  there  is  foi^giyenefs  wttfh  him,  he  would  not 
only  fear,  but  fink  into  defpair,  if  he  rightlty  under«- 
ftood  the  horrid  enormity  of  a  ftate  of  alienation  from 
the  biefled  God.  But  infinite  wifdom  and  mercy 
have  provided,  and  propounded  a  method,  by  H^hich 
the  honour  of  the  divine  perfe^ions  ^nd  government 
are  fecured,  and  pardon  andpeace^ouchfafed  to  rebels* 
4S6d  nvas  4n  Chpt/l  reasfkciling  the  moor  Id  unto  himfelf* 
The  knowledge  of  this  mercy^  when  revealed  to  the 
£nner's  Jieart,  fubdues  his  enmity,  conftrains  him  to 
throw  down  hi&  arms,  and  to  make  an  unreferved 
fttbmiiEon  and  furrender  of  himfelf  ^  forms  him  to  a 
temper  of  love  and  confidence,  and  difpofes  him  to 
habitnal  and  <;heerful  obedience.  Now  mercy  arid 
truth  are  met  togethef^  righUoufnefs  and  peace  have 
hffed  each  either  *  \  and  God  b  glorified  in  the  high- 
^,  for  peace  proclaimed  upon  the  earth. 

The  jexpreffion  e&  goodrivUl  t^ywards  men^  feems  to 
Tife  upon  the  former.  Not  only  peace,  btit  ac- 
ceptance and  adoption  in  the  Beloved.  Siiiners  who 
^believe  in  the  Son  of  God,  are  not  merely  delivered 
from  the  condemnation  they  have  deferved,  but  are 
united  to  their  Saviour  ;,  confidered  a^  one  with  him, 
Ixis  children,  the  members  of  his  body,  and  made 
partakers  of  his  life,  and  his  glory.  God  is  their  por- 
tion, and  heaven  is  their  home.  The  Lord's  fatis« 
faction  in  this,  as  the  greateft  of  all  his  works,  is  ex- 
prefied  by  the  prophet  in  fuch  aftonifhing  terms  of 
condefccnfion,  as  furpafs  our  utmoft  conceptions;  and 
we  can  only  fay,  Li^rd^  nuhat  is  man  that  thou  art  thus 
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ftthdful  of  him !  We  believe,  admire,  and*  adore.    Tie 
Lord  thy  God  w  the  midst  of  theje  is  mighty  ;  He  will 
Jave,  he  ivill  rejoke  over  thee  with  Joy  :  he  will  rest  in 
his  lovcy  he  ivi/l  rejoice  over  thee  withjtfigiftg  *. 

Afiuredly  this  fong  of  the  heavenly  hoft  is  not  the 
language  of  cur  hearts  by  nature.  We  once  fought  our 
pleafure  and  happinefs  in  a  very  difietent  way.  We 
vere  indifierent  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  ftrangers  to 
his  peace.  And  fomeof  us  are  (iill  Mind  to  the  excel- 
lencies of  thegofpel,  and  deaf  to  its  gracious  invitations* 
But  we  muft  not  expedi  to  fing  witli  the  great  con>pany 
of  the  redeemed  hereafter,  before  the  throne  of  glory, 
unlefs  we  learn,  and  love,  their  fong  while  we  are 
here  f  .  They  who  attain  to  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light,  are  firft  made  meet  for  it  in  the  pre- 
fent  life,  and  in  this  way*  They  believe  the  teftimony 
'«f  the  fcripture  refpefting  their  own  guilt,  unwortht- 
nefs,  and  helplefinefs ;  then  they  receive  the  recetd 
which  God  has  given  of  his  Son.  They  renounce 
«//  confidence  in  the  fleft)  \ ;  they  rejoice  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  and  froni  his  tulnefs  they  derive  grace  to 
worihip  God  in  the  Spirit.  A  fenfe  of  their  'Obliga- 
tions to  the  Saviour,  difyofes  them  to  praife  him  now 
as  they  can  ;  and  they  rejoice  in  hope  of  feeing  him 
ere  long  as  he  is,  and  that  rhen  they  ihall  praife  him 
as  they  oughts  For  heaven  itfelf,  as  defcribed  in  the 
word  of  God,  could  not  be  a>  (lace  of  happinefs  to  us^ 
unlefs  we  are  like-minded  with  the  apoitle,  to  account 
nil  things  lofs  and  dung  Jor  the  excellency  cf  the  hnovj^ 
ledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord, 
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SERMON    XI. 
Meffiah's  Entrance  into  Jerufalcya. 

Zech.  ix.  9,  10. 

Rifoice  grtatly^  O  daughter  of  Zion :  Jhout^  O  daughter 

cf  Jirujaiem  :  beholdy  thy  King  cometh  unt9  thee:  he 

is  j lift f  fltid  having  fahation^  lowly j  and  riding  upon 

an  afsj  and  upon  a  colt  the  fole  of  an  aJs^^-^And  be 

Jhallfpedk  peace  unto  the  heathen* 

THE  narrownefs  and  iittlenefs  of  the  imnd  of 
fallen  man  are  f ufficiently  ^on^icuous  in  the 
idea  be  forms  of  magnificence  and  grandeur.  The 
pageantry  and  parade  of  a  Roman  triumph^  or  of  an 
eaftern  monarch,  as  defcribed  in  hiftory,  exhibit  him 
to  us  in  what  he  himfelf  accounts  his  befl;  eftate. 
If  you  fuppofe  him  feated  in  an  imperial  carriage^ 
arrayed  in  Iplendid  apparel,  wearing  a  crown  or  tiara 
ornamented  with  jewels,  preceded  and  followed  by  a 
long  train  of  guards  and  attendants,  furrounded  by 
the  unmeaning  acclamations  of  ignorant  muititudes» 
you  fee  the  poor  worm  at  the  fummit  of  his  happi- 
ncfs.  He  has  no  conception  of  any  thing  greater 
than  this  And  the  fpeftators  are  gelieraliy  of  the 
fame  mind.  They  admire,  and  they  envy  his  lot  \ 
and  there  is  hardly  a  perfon  in  the  crowds  around 
him,  but  would  be  very  glad  to  take  his  place,  were 
it  pra£l:icable.  '  Yet  this  great  little  creature  would 
furely  be  mortified,  if,  in  the  height  of  hb  fclf-com- 
placence,  he  could  confider,  that  he  had  the  very 
fame  regard  for  a  pre-eminence  in  finery,  the  fame 
defire  to  be  admired  and  envied,  and  felt  the  fame 
kind  of  fatisfa^icm  in  -diftin£tion  above  his  fellows. 
Vol.  I.  G  whe« 
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when  he  was  a  child  of  ten  years  old.  He  is  in  efFedJ* 
a  child  ftill,  only  he  has  changed  his  play-things,  and 
now  afts  upon  a  larger  fcale,  but  with  the  fame  trif- 
ling and  contra£ked  views. 

How  different  was  Messiah's  entry  into  Jerufalem 
foretold   in   this   prophecy,    the  accomplifhment  of 
which  we  read   in   the  cvangelifts !     And  how  dif- 
ferently was  he  affefled  by  the  objefts  around  him  ! 
He  poured  content  pt  upon  the  phantom  of  human 
glory.     This  King  of  kings  and  I  ord  of  lords  nvas 
meek   and  lonvly^    riding  upon  an   afs^s  colt*.      And 
though  a  fecret  divine  influence  conilrained  the  mul- 
titude to  acknowledge  his  character,  and,  with  fomc 
accommodation  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  times,  tojlrew 
their  gatments  in  the   iiay,    as  they  proclaimed   the 
King  who  came  in  the  name  of  Jehovah ;  yet  he  ap- 
peared unmoved  by  their  applaufe.     pad  the  hi^ry 
of  Jtfusj  like  thofe  which  we  have  of  Socrates  or 
Cyrus,  been  merely  the  work  of  a  human  writer,  am- 
bitious to  adorn  a  favourite  charafter  with  the  moft 
fplendid  qualities  of   a  philofopher  or   a  hero,  we 
ftould  never  have  known  how  his  mind  was  engaged 
in  this  fit  nation.     The  Saviour  muft  be  divine,  Tiis 
hiitorian  muft  be  infpired,  the  fa£k  muft  be  true  j  for 
xnan  could  not  have  invented  fuch  a  circumftance, 
that  this  meek  and  lowly  Saviour  took  no  notice  of 
the  zeal  and  homage  of  his  ft  tends,  becaufe  his  heart 
^was  filled  with  compaflion  for  his  enemies,  who  were 
thirfting  for  his  blood.     For  it  was  then,  amidft  the 
acclamation  of  his  difciplcs,  that  he  beheld  the  city 
'and  wept  over  it,  while  he  foretold  the  evils  which 
the  reje£i:ion  qi  him  would  bring  upon  it."     Oh  that 
•ihou  hadji  known^  even  thou^  at  leqft  in  this  thy  day^  the 
things  bei^ngitig  to  thy  peace  I  But  now  they  are  hidden 
from  thine  eyes.    . 

An  angel  proclaimed  his  birth  to  the  fhepherds; 
^nd  w^ife  men  from  the  Eaft  paid  fuch  attention  to  the 
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new-born  Saviour,  that  the  jealoufy  of  Herod  , was 
excited^  and  attempts  made  to  deftroy  him.  But  this 
wonderful  infant  was  brought  up  in  a  flate  of  obfc^- 
rity,  in  a. place  of  no  repute,  and  known  by  no  higher 
defcription  than  that  of  l^he  carpenter^ s  fon.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  miniflry  he  appeared  and  was  treated  as 
a  poor  man,  he  had  no  certain  dwelling-place,  he  ful>- 
mitted  to  receive  fupplies,  for  his  fupport,  from  the 
contributions  of  a  few  of  his  followers »  for  the  mei}: 
of  them  were  poor  like  himfelf.  And  though  he 
wrought  many  wondcrfixl  works  for  the  relief  of  the 
necefiitous  and  miferable,  he  admitted  no  alteration 
in  his  own  external  (tate,  but  was  content  to  be  poor 
and  defpifed,  for  our  fakes,  to  the  end  of  his  life.  I 
think  the  only  occafion  on  which  he  permitted  a  pu<- 
blic  acknowledgment  of  his  perfon  and  chara&er, 
was  when  he  fulfilled  this  prophecy.  And  itiU  he 
was  the  fame  meek  and  lowly  Saviour.  As  his  king- 
dom was  not  of  this  world,  neither  were  there  any 
marks  of  human  grandeur  in  his  proceilion.  He  ap- 
proached Jerufalem,  attended^  indeed,  by  a  concourfe 
of  people^  but  riding  upon  an  afs,  and  weeping  for 
his  enemies* 

The  parage  of  the  Mejftab  which  follows  the 
chorus,  of  the  heavenly  hoft|  is  taken  from  thefe 
verfes.  It  does  not  include  the  whole  of  them.  In 
one  claufe  there  is  a  fmall  alteration  in  the  expref- 
fion,  but  it  does  not  zStOc  the  fenfe*  Inftead  of.  He 
is  jufty  having  falvation^  it  is.  He  is  a  righteous  Sih' 
.  viour. 

We  may  notice, 

I.  The  prophet's  addfefs.     To  the  daughter  of  Zion 
and  jferufalem, 

IL  The  exhortation  to  joy.     Rejoice  andjbout. 

III.  The  caufe  afligned  for  this  joy.     Thy  King 
eometh. 

IV.  rhechara£lersof  theXing.  A  righteous  Saviowfl 
Y.  His  great  defign.     lofpeakpeaceJo  the  heathen. 
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I.  Tiion  and  Jerufalem   arc   indifFcrcntly  ufcd    as 
emblems  df  tjie  churchy  or  profefling  people  of  God. 
When  they  occur  together,  as  here,  contradiftinguifh- 
ed  from  each  other,  Zion,  the  city  of  David,  the  feat 
of  government,  and  of  the  temple-worfhip,  may  de- 
note the  principal  perfons  of  the  eccledaftical  and  cU 
v\\  ftatei  and  Jerufalem  may  be  cxpreflivc  of  the 
people  at  large,  the  daughters  of  a  place  fignifying-, 
according   to   the   Hebrew  idiom,   the  inhabitants* 
Thfey  boafted  that  they  were  the  Lord's  peculiar  peo- 
ple :  they  had  the  prophecies  and  promifes  concern- 
ing Messiah  in  their  hands,  and  were  profefledly  ex- 
-ptGting  and  waiting  for  his  appearance.     They  are, 
therefore,  called  upon  to  rejoice  in  it.     But  when  he 
^£tually  came,  though  he  came  to  his  own^  to  his  own 
nation,  city,  and  temple ;  his  own  people,  to  whofe 
afFe£i:ion  and  allegiance  he  had  the  jufteft  claim,  r^- 
ceived  him  not*.     But  there  were  a  few  who  truly 
waited  for  him,  as  the  hope  and  confolation  of  Ifrael, 
at  the  time  of  his  birth ;  and  many  more  were  after- 
wards convinced  by  his  gracious  words  and  works, 
Aat  he  only  had  the  words  of  eternal  life^  and  became 
his  followers.    By  their  acknowledged  principles,  they 
were  all  bound  to  acknowledge  that  prophet  whom 
Mofes  had  foretold,  God  nuould  raife  up  among  them 
like  unto  bimfelf\y  that  is,  to  be,  as  he  had.  been,  a 
lawgivet,  to  inftitute  a  new  difpenfation  of  the  true 
i^l^on  •,  and  their  refufal  involved  them,  as  a  na- 
tion, in  the  punifliment,  which  Mofes  had  Hkewife 
denounced  againft  thofe  who  (hould  refufe  to  heark- 
en to  him.     Thus  their  peculiaf  advantage  in  pof- 
feffing  a  divine  revelation,  while  the  reft  of  mankind 
were  left  ignorant  of  the  will  of  God,  proved  an 
aggravation  of  their  guilt,  and  rendered  their  obfti- 
tiaey   ifnore  inexcufable,    and    their    condemnation 
ikiore  fevcre.     I  am  bound  to  take  every  opportunity 
1^  iKJtkiiig  the  ftriking  parallel  in  this  refpef^,  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  Jewiih  nation  in  our  Saviour's  timet  and 
the  nations^  who,  fince  that  period^  have  admitted 
the  New  Teftament  as  a  revelation  from  God.  By 
affuming  the  Chriftian  name,  and  fo  far  calling  the 
Saviour  Lord,  while  they  rejeft  the  fpirit  and  defign 
of  the  gofpel,  and  treat  the  minifters  of  it  with  ne- 
gleft  or  contempt,  they  tread  in  the  fteps,  and  fliare 
in  the  guilt,  of  thofe  who  pretended  to  expc^  Mes^ 
siAH,  and  yet  crucified  him  ^hen  he  appeared  among 
them.  In  j)exfon  he  could  be  crucified  but  once  ;  but 
the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  thofe  who  crucify  the  Son  of 
God  afrejh^  and  put  him  to  open  Jbatne,  How  far  this 
is  the  cafe  of  the  perfons  who  can  bear  to  hear  of  bis 
paflion  and  his  kingdom  when  made  the  fubje£l  of 
a  mufical  entertainment,  but  upon  no  other  occafion, 
deferves  their  ferious  confideration. 

II.  The  exhortation  can  only  be  complied  with  by 
thofe  who  are  fenfible  of  their  need  of  a  Saviour, 
and  his  authority  and  ability  to  fave.  To  thefe  the 
pr^het  bringe  a  joyful  mei&ge,.  and  thcy  will  rejoice 
andjboiit.  The  joy  of  harveft  *,  and  of  the  vigors 
in  war  when  dividing  the  fpoil  of  the  vanquifiied,  is 
celebrated  with  {houting.  But  fihners,  who,  by  the 
knowledge  of  Messiah,  are  delivered  from  going 
down  into  the  pit,  from  the  dominion  of  the  powers 
of  darknefs,  and  are  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,  experience  a  joy  far  fuperior,  in  kind  and  de« 
gree,  to  any  fatisfaaion  that  temporal  things  caa 
afford.  It  is  a  joy  unjpeakahky  and  full  of  glory  f . 
Jefus,  when  k|;iown  and  received  by  faith,  is,  in  the 
hvghell  fenfe,  light  to  thofe  who  fat  in  darknefs, 
health  to  the  fick,  food  to  the  hungry,  and  reft  to 
the  weary  foul.  Thus  many  rejoiced  in  his  good- 
nefs  when  he  was  upon  earth  ;  and  he  ftill  has  a  peo- 
ple, and  will  have  to  the  end  of  time,  who  do  and 
fhall  rejoice  in  him  upon  thefe  accounts,  though  eve- 
^ry  fpring  of  temporal  joy  fliould  be  dried  up.    They 
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who  know  hi8  name,  and  put  their  truft  in  him,  arc 
-warranted  to  appropriate  thofe  (Irong  expreffions  of 
another  prophet,  Although  the  fig-tree  Jhall  not  hlofi- 
fom^  neit' er Jhall  fruit  he  in  the  vine^  the  labour  of  the' 
olive  Jhall  fnil^  and  the  fields  fijatl  yield  no  mtatj  the  * 
fiock  Jhall  be  cut  offjrom  the  fold,  and  there  Jhall  be  no 
herd  in  the  falls :  yet  1  'will  rejoice  in  the  Lord^  I  nvill 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation  *. 

III.  The  ground  and  caufe  of  this  joy  is  aiEgned. 
TAf  King  cotneth,  MtssiAH  is  a  king.  This  title  he 
avowed  to  Pilate  f,  by  whofe  order  it  was  fixed  over 
him  upon  his  crofs.  That  this  was  not  a  flight  and 
arbitrary  circumftance,  but  pravidential  and  impor- 
tant, we  may,  I  think,  infer  from  the  care  taken  by 
the  evangchfts  to  preferve  the  remembrance  of  it, 
for  it  is  recorded  by  them  all  He  is,  indeed,  K-ng 
of  kings,  King  and  Lord  of  nations,  King  of 
worlds ;  but  he  is  here  fpi  ken  of  as  King  of  Zion.- 
The  kingdom  he  came  to  eftablifh  upon  earth  is  not 
of  this  world,  nor  like  the  kingdoms  of  the  world. 
The  maxims,  language,  interefts,  and  aims  of 
it,  are  peculiar  to  itielf.  His  power  and  provi- 
dence rule  over  all ;  but  he  is  only  known,  admi- 
red, and  willingly  obeyed  by  the  fubje6ts  of  his  fpi- 
ritual  kingdom,  who,  though  they  are  in  the  world, 
are  not  of  it,  but  fir  angers  and  pilgrims  upon  earth. 
Their  %  7roKi]ivju.x^  their  true  citizenfhip,  is  in  heaven. 
Thefe  are  his  peculiar  people.  And  though  they 
partake  with  others  in  the  changes  and  trials  inci- 
dent to  this  mortal  life,  and  have  their  fever;il  de- 
partments and  duties  affigned  them  according  to  his 
will,  as  members  of  fociety,  and  it  does  ifot  yet  ap- 
pear what  they  fliall  be  [I ;  they  are  even  now  the 
children  and  fervants  of  the  Lord,  and  he  manifefts 
himfelf  to  them  as  he  does  not  to  others.  Happy 
arc  thefe  his  fubjefts  who  dwell  under  his  fliadow. 
He  rules  them,  not  with  that  rod  of  iron  by  which* 
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he  bruifes  and  breaks  the  power  of  his  enemies,  but 
with  his  golden  fceptre  of  love.  He  reigns  by  his 
own  right,  and  by  their  full  and  free  confent,  in 
their  hearts.  He  reigns  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  to 
which  they  have  at  all  times  accefs ;  and  from  whence 
they  receive,  in  anfwer  to  their  prayers,  mercy  and 
peace,  the  pardon  of  all  their  fins,  grace  to  help  in 
every  time  of  need,  and  a  renewed  fupply  anfwerable 
to  all  their  wants,  cares,  lervices,  and  conrlifts.  So 
that,  though  they  are  furroundcd  with  fnares,  and 
fiercely  oppofed  by  many  enemies,  they  cannot  be 
overpowered,  for  the  Lord  himfelf  is  their  King  and 
their  Saviour.     We  have, 

IV.  Two  charaders  of  this  king.  He  isju/i^  'ha^ 
ving  falvatiofiy  or,  as  it  is  in  the  paflage  of  the  Mef- 
fiahy  He  is  a  righteous  Saviour, 

X.  He  is  rigit-cQus.  His  kingdom  19  founded  in 
iighteoufnefs.  It  is  the  effcQ.  and  reward  of  his  obe- 
dience unto  death>  by  which  he  made  an  end  of  (in, 
and  brought  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs.  As  his' 
people  receive  and  expeft  all  from  his  hand,  fo  like*, 
wife  for  his  fake.  Such  is  his  command,  and  fuch'^ 
is  his  promife.  Jfyejhal/q/k  any  thing  in  my  narn^^ 
I  will  do  it*.  In  pleading  their  caufe,  and  mana- 
ging their  concerns,  he  is  their  righteous  advocate. 
And  therefore,  becaufe  his  interceffion  is  founded 
upon  a  righteous  ftipulation,  which  he  has  complete- 
ly fulfilled,  he  does  not  fay.  Father^  I  alk,  but,  J 
iviUy  that  thofe  tvhom  thou  haft  ^iven  fhel  be  noiih  me 
where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  f .    * 

2.  He  is  a  Saviour,  Having  falvation  in  himfelf;* 
yea,  He  is  their  falvation  "^^  His  wifdbm,  power.  ^ 
compaffion,  and  determined  purpofe,  are*  all  engaged 
to  fave.  them  fully,  freely,  and  for  ever  j  to  favc 
them  from  guilt,  from  Satan,  and  from  fin,  through' 
all  the  dangers  and  trials^  of  this  life ;  to  fave  them 
to  the  uttermoft,  till  he  fixes  them  finally  out  of  the 
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reach  of  all  evUi  and  puts  them  in  pcfTefGon  of  all 
the  happinefs  of  which  their  natures  are  capable,  in 
a  conformity  to  his  own  image,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
unclouded,  uninterrupted  communion  with  God. 

V.  His  great  defign  was  not  confined  to  Ifrael  af- 
ter the  flcfli.  He  Jball  /peak  peace  to  the  heathen  alfo. 
His  kingdom  comprifes,  befides  the  believing  pofteri- 
ly  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  a  great  multitude 
gathered  from  amidft  all  nations,  people,  and  langua« 
gtSifrom  the  Eaft  and  the  Weft y  from  the  North  and 
the  oQuth"*.  Though  the  heathen  were  univerfally 
alienated  from  God^  by  evil  works  and  an  evil  con«- 
fcience,  he  has  undertaken  to  reconcile  them,  and  to 
bring  thofe  near  who  were  once  afar  off.  By  their 
knowledge  of  him^  their  prifons  (hall  be  opened^ 
their  chains  broken  f,  their  condemnation  reverfed, 
:r!}d  they  ihaU  be  JLUiewcd^  and  accepted  in  the  Be- 
loved, as  the  true  children  of  Abraham.  Kd  fi^ 
likewife  conciliate  peace  between  Jew  and  Gentile, 
make  of  both  on^  people :(,  pulling  down  the  walls 
of  feparation  and  prejudice,  that  with  one  heart  and 
mind  they  may  love,  ferve,  and  praife  him.  For 
"crhcrc  fMirh  in  him  obtains,  all  diftinftions  are  loft 
and  fuperfeded.  There  is  then,  neither  Greek  not 
JtnVj  eircumcijion  nor  uncircumeifion^  barbarian^  Srj'- 
thian^  bend  nor Jree  i  but  Chrtflis  ally  and  in  all  \. 

Much  has  been  already  done  by  the  gofpel.  Mul- 
titudes have  been  turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  and 
from  the  worlhip  of  dumb  idols  to  ferve  the  living 
and  true  God.  And  we  expeft  a  time  when  this 
promife  will  be  more  cxtcnfively  and  literally  fulfil- 
led \  when  the  kingdom  {hall  be  the  Lord's  to  the 
end  of  the  earth ;  when  the  fulnefs  of  the  -Gentiles 
(ball  come  in,  all  Ifrael  be  faved,  and  the' nations 
ihall  learn  war  no  more. 

From  thefe  charaQcrs  of  the  Saviour,  we  may  col- 
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k£k  the  chara£ler  of  his  people.  For  they  behold- 
ing his  glory,  are  changed  (according  to  the  mea«» 
fure  of  their  faith)  into  the  fame  image.  The  in- 
communicable perfeftions  of  God,  fuch  as  his  fovc- 
relgnty  and  all-fufficieney,  can  only  produce  in  his 
people  correfpondcnt  imprefTions  of  reverence,  fub- 
miilion,  and  dependence  \  an  attempt  to  be  like  him 
in  theTe  refpefts  would  be*  highly  impious,  and  was^ 
indeed  the  original  fource  of  our  apoftafy  from  him. 
Man,  by  indulging  a  defire.of  being  like  God,  rebel* 
led  againft  him,  afpired  at  independence,  and  pre- 
ferred the  gratification  of  his  awn  will  to  the  righte- 
ous and  equitable  commands^  of  his  Maker.  The 
unavoidable  confequence  of  this  madnefs  is  mifery.. 
It  is  not  pofEble  that  he  ihould  be  happy,  till  he  be 
teduced  to  his  proper  ftate  of  fubordination.  But 
chat  light  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  perfbn  of  Je- 
fus  Chrifk,  which  is  revealed  to  the  renewed  heart 
by  the  gofpel,  has  a  transfonning  efFe£fc  upon  thofe 
who  receive  it  \  they  are  made  partakers  of  a  divine 
nature^  and  refemble  him,  whole  they  are,  and 
whom  they  ferve,  in  righteoufnefsj  goodnejs^  and 
truth*.  ^ 

They  are  righteous  as  he  is  righteous^  I  fpeak. 
not  of  their  relative  ftate,  as  they  are  accepted  and 
a€counted  r^hteous  in  the  Beloved,  buet  of  their  real 
eharajf^er.  They  learn  of  hina  to  love  right^i^mfs 
and  hate  iniquity  f .  Their  principles  are  right,  drawn 
from  the  revealed  truths  of  God.  They  comport 
^mfelves  as  becomes  weak  and  unworthy  ilaners> 
and  afcribe  the  glory  of  their  falvation  tO:  the  Loixi 
aione  ^  and  therefore  tbe  general  tenor  of  their  con» 
6nGt  is  governed  by  tbe  righteous  rules  o£  his  pie»^ 
cepts  y  of  which  they  have  the  mod  endearing  and 
animating  exemplification  in  the  condu£b  of  their 
Saviour.  ^  from,  him  they  leasato  frame  their  tem* 
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pers,  defires,  and  hopes,  andthus  give  evidence  that 
they  are,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  a  faved  people.  His 
love,  in  proportion  as  it  is  realized  in  their  hearts  by 
faith,  teaches  them  likewife  to  love  one  another,  and 
to  exercife  benevolence  to  all  men.  When  they  un- 
derftand  the  true  nature  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom, 
which  confifteth  not  in  external  diftinftions  and 
forms,  but  in  righteoufnefs\  peace^  and  joy  in  4he  Holy 
Ghoft  */  and  that  it  is  his  great  defign  to  form  to 
himfclf  a  people  from  amongft  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  who  (hall  be  one  body,  enlivened  by  one  and 
the  fame  fpirit,  they  acquire  a  large  and  comprehen- 
five  mind.  They  rife  above  the  influence  of  names, 
parties,  and  divifions ;  are  freed  from  the  narrow 
views  and  interefts  of  felf ;  and  put  en,  as  the  eUH 
(f  Gody  hotvels  of  merdesy  kindnefsy  humiiityy  meeknefsy 
iong-Juffertngy  forbearance  and  forgivene/s  f ,  in  con- 
formity to  die  pattern  and  will  of  their  great  Exem- 
plar. Thus  he  fpeaks  peace  to  them,  and  hufhes  all 
tbeiT  angry,  tumultuous  paiTions  into  a. calm. 

Such  is  the  fpirit  and  tendency  of  the  gofpel.  Let 
us  try  ourfelves  by  this  touchftone,  meafure  ourfelves 
by  this  rule,  and  weigh  ourfelves  in  thefe  balances 
•f  the  fanfluary.  They  that  are  Chrift's  have  cru- 
cified the  flefh,  have  put  oiF  the  old  man,  and  are 
renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds.  If  he  be  in- 
deed your  King,  your  confciences  will  bear  you  wit- 
nefs  that  you  revere,  imitate,  and  obey  him.  If  he 
be  your  Saviour,  you  certainly  muft  be  fenfible  your- 
felf,  and  others  muit  obferve  that  you  are  difierent 
from  what  you  once  were. 

And  if  any  of  you  fliould  be  convinced,  that  hi- 
therto you  have  been  a  Chriftian  only  in  nante  and 
in  form,  but  deftitute  of  that  which,  couftitutes  the 
life  and  power  of  real  godiinefs,,  this  will  be  a  good 
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beginning.  For  though  it  be  high  time  that  you 
(hould  in  good  eaitieft  attend  to  thefe  things,  blefled 
be  God  it  is  not  yet  too  late.  He  is  a  righteous  and 
a  gracious  Saviour ;  feek  him  as  fuch,  and  he  will 
fpeak  peace  to  you  alfo.  His  fure  promife  is  record- 
ed for  your  encouragement,  Him  that  Cometh  unt9 
me  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  §ut  *• 


John  vi,  37, 
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SERMON    XIL 

Effefis  of  MefEah's  Appearance. 
Isaiah  xxxv.  5,  6. 

* 

Thin  the  eyes  of  the  Uind  Jball  he  opened^  and  the  ears 
.    ef  the  dtaf  Jball  he  unstopped:  Then  Jhall  the  lame 
"man  leap  as  an  hart^   and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb 
fing. 

TT  OW  beautiful  and  magnificent  is  the  imagery 
J  ■  by  which  the  prophet)  in  this  chapter,  re- 
prefents  the  efie^s  of  Messiah's  appearance  I  The 
feene,  propofed  to  our  view,  is  a  barren  and  defo- 
late  wildernefs.  But  when  he,  who  in  the  begin- 
ning faid,  If  it  there  le  light  y  and  there^nnas  lights  con- 
dcfcends  to  vifit  this  wildemefdj  the  face  of  nature 
is  fuddenly  changed  by  his  prefence.  Foi^ntains  and 
ftreams  of  water  burft  forth  in  the  burning  defert, 
the  foil  becomes  fruitful,  clothed  with  yerdure,  .and 
adorned  with  flowers.  The  towering  cedars,  which 
were  the  gloiy  of  Lebanon,  and  the  richeft  pailures, 
which  were  the  excellency  of  Carmel,  prefent  them^ 
felves  to  the  eye,  where,  a  little  before,  aU  was  un« 
comfof tabk  and  dreary.  How  is  it,  that  fo  few  of 
thofe  who  value  themfelves  upon  their  tafte,  and 
who  profels  to  be  admirers  of  paftoral  poetry  in  pas«^ 
ticuhr,  are  ftruck  with  the  elegance  and  heautv  of 
this  defcription?  Alas,  we  can  only  afcribe  their 
indifference  to  the  deprarity  of  the  human  heart. 
They  would,  furely,  have  admired  this  pidure, 
could  they  have  met  with  it  in  any  of  their  favourite 
authors  I  but  defcriptive  paintings  in  this  ftyle,  £d 
ciqui&tely  combining  grandeur  with  fimplicity,  are 
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only  to  be  foand  in  the  Bible,  a  book  which  theif 
unhappy  prejudices  and  paflions  too  often  lead 
them  to  depreciate  and  negle<^.  But  they  who  have 
a  fcriptural  and  fpiritual  tafte,  not  only  admire  this 
paiTage  as  a  defcription  of  a  pleating  change  in  out- 
ward nature,  but  conGder  it  as  a  juft  and  exprefiive 
reprefentation  of  a  more  important,  a  moral  change, 
of  which  they  have  themfelves  been,  in  a  meafure, 
the  happy  fubje£is.  The  barren  wildernefs  reminds 
them  of  the  ftate  of  mankind  by  the  fdl,  and  of  their 
oyfTi  heaits^  before  Messiah,  the  Sun  of-  righteouf- 
nefs,  arofe  upon  them  with  healing,  with  light,  pow- 
er, and  comfort,  in  his  beams.  In  that  memorable 
hour,  old  things  paiTed  away,  and  all  things  became 
new.  The  Lord,  by  ihining  into  their  hearts,  and 
ihewirig  them  his  glory  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  has 
created  for  them  a  new  heaveii  and  a  new  earth. 
The  works  of  God  around  them  in  his  creation  and 
providence  aflame  a  different  appearance.  Before, 
they  lived  without  him  in  the  world ;  but  now,  they 
fee  his  hand  wherever  they  look,  they  hear  his  voice 
in  every  event ;  for  now  the  principles  of  his  grace 
are  planted  in  their  fouls,  and  they  are  no  longer 
barren  nor  unfruitful,  but  are  filed  with  the  fruits  of 
righteotifnefsf  ivhich  are  by  J^fus  Chrift  to  his  praife  *. 

The  verfes  which  I  have  read  exhibit  the  effe£ls 
of  Messiah's  power  a^d  goodnefs,  by  another  image 
•qualiy  pleafing.  Not  only  the  wildernefs,  but  the 
inhabitants  of  the  wildernefs  partake  of  the  virtue  of 
the  great  Redeemer.  He  finds  "them  in  circumilaa* 
ces  of  dUlrefs,  which  he  onlv  can  relieve.  But  when 
he  comes,  the  blind  receive  tneir  fight,  the  deaf  hear, 
the  lame  walkj  and  the  dumb  iiave  voices  given 
them  to  refeund  his  praiCs.  Thefe  mighty  worksj 
in  their  literal  fenfe^  marked  his  charafier,  and  con- 
firmed his  claimsj  when  he  was  upon  earth  \  and  ta 
thefe  be  himfelf  appealed^  in  proof  ol  his  being  the 
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promifed  Saviour  whom  the  prophets  had  foretold, 
and  that  no  other  was  to  be  expefted  *. 

But  the  words  have  a  ftill  more  fublime  and  im- 
portant fenfe.  As  the  great  Phyfician,  he  cured  all 
manner  of  bodily  difeafes  and  infirmities.  But  this 
was  not  the  principal  defign  for  which  he  came  into 
the  world.  The  maladies  to  which  fin  has  fubjeGed 
the  body,  are  but  emblems  of  the  more  dreadful 
evils  which  it  has  brought  upon  the  foul.  •  He  came 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  mind  j  to  make  the  obflinate 
will  attentive  and  obedient  to  the  voice  of  God  ;  ta 
invigorate  our  benumbed  and  paralytic  faculties, 
that  we  may  be  aftive  and  cheerful  in  his  fervice  j 
and  to  open  our  lips,  that  our  mouths  may  (hew 
forth  his  praife.  I  have  a  good  hope  that  I  may 
warrantably  fay,  This  day  is  this  fcripture  fulJUled  in 
your  ears  f .  Some  of  you  who  were  once  darknefs, 
are  now  light  in  the  Lord. 

Thefe  different  efFefls  are  produced  by  one  fimple, 
but  powerful,  operation.  While  Lazarus  lay  in  the 
grave,  all  his  natural  powers  were  inaflive.  But 
when  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  reftored  him  to 
life  J,  he  was,  of  courfe,  immediately  enabled  to  fee, 
to  hear,  to  move,  and  to  fpeak.  Thus,  while  we 
were  fpiritually  dead,  we  were  necefTarily  bliivdi 
deaf,  dumb,  and  motionlel's,  with  refpeft  to  all  the 
objefts  and  faculties  of  that  life  of  God  in  the  fouJ^ 
which  is  the  perft£tion  and  honour  of  our  nature. 
When  v'>  e  are  made  partakers  of  this  life,  by  a  new 
and  heavenly  birth,  then  our  fpiritual  fenfes  are 
brought  into  cxercife :  I  hen  the  eyes  of  the  blind 
are  opened,  to  fee  the  beauty  and  glory  of  divifte 
truths  ;  we  hear  the  voice  ot  God,  we  feel  a  liberty 
to  walk  and  a£):  in  his  fervice,  and  our  tongues  are 
taught  to  praife  him.  Here  are  four  chief  efFeSs  of 
a  work  of  grace  upon  the  heart,  which  diftinguifk 
believers  from  the  reft  of  mankind*  ^ 

And 
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And  thefe  efFe£b8  are  all  to  be  afcribed  to  Mes- 
siAH.  For  they  are  all  wrought  by  the  agency  of 
his  Holy  Spirit.  The  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  are  abfolutely  neccflary,  as  well  for  the 
perpetuating  of  his  gofpel  from  age  to  age,  as  for 
making  it  efficacious  and  fuccefsful,  are  bellowed 
upon  finners  wholly  upon  the  account  of  his  media- 
tion. It  was,  when  he  af vended  on  high  and  led  cap^ 
tivity  captive  *,  that  he  procured  thefe  bleffings  for 
rebellious  men,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among 
them.  And  it  was  only  for  his  fake,  and  on  the  ac- 
count of  what  he  ^as  to  accomplifli  in  the  fulnefs  of 
time,  as  intimated  in  the  promife  of  the  feed  of 
the  woman  appointed  to  break  the  fcrpent's  head^ 
that  there  were  any  gracious  communications  afford- 
ed to  fallen  man,  from  the  firft  entrance  of  fm  into 
the  world.  But  now  the  Redeemer's  great  work  is 
fulfilled,  his  falvation  is  more  openly  revealed  and 
applied  by  the  publication  of  the  gofpel,  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft  fcnt  down  from  heaven,  and  finners 
hear  the  voice  of  God  and  live.  Then  all  the  chan-- 
ges  prefigured  and  predicted  in  my  text  take  placcj 
and  the  wildernefs  becomes  a  fruitful  field. 

X.  They  were  once  blind/  but  now  thtyfee.  The 
religion  of  true  believers  is  not  the  efFc<^  of  ima- 
gination and  blind  impulfe,  but  is  derived  from  a  fo- 
lid  knowledge,  which  will,  bear  the  ftri^ieft  fcrutiny> 
and  is  the  reafonable  fervice  of  an  enlightened  un-. 
derftanding.  They  fee  God  j  their  apprehenfions  of 
him  are,  in  fome  meafure,  anlwerable  to  his  great- 
nefs  and  his  goodnefs,  and  infpire  them  with  reverence 
and  love.  Their  conceptions  of  other  things  in  which- 
tbiey  are  moft  nearly  intereiled,  are  agreeable  to  the 
truth.  Sin  appears  to  them  hateful  in  itfelf,  as  welL 
as  mifchievous  in  its  confequences  j  and  hpUnefs,  not 
only  neceflary  by  the  ordmation  of  God,  but  defi-. 
Table  for  its  own  lake,  as  efifentially  belonging  to  the 
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true  dignity  and  happinefs'  of  man.  They  know 
themfelves;  .they  fee  and  fed  that  they  arc  fuch 
creatures  as  the  BiWe  defcribes  them  to  be,  weak, 
depraved,  and  vile.  Of  courfe,  they  fee  the  folly 
of  attempting  to  recommend  themfelves  to  God,  and 
can  no  longer  place  any  dependence  on  what  they 
once  accounted  their  wifdom,  power,  or  righteouf* 
nefs ;  and  therefore  they  fee  the  abfolute  neceflity 
of  a  Saviour.  They  fee,  likewife,  and  approve  the 
method  of  falvation  propofed  by  the  gofpel,  as  wor- 
thy of  the  wifdom  and  jufticc  pf  God,  and  every 
way  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  their  fins,  wants, 
and  fears.  They  fee  and  admire  the  excellence, 
dignity,  and  fufficiency  of  him,  on  whom  their  hdp 
is  laid.  His  power  and  authority  engage  their  con- 
fidence, his  love  captivates  and  fixes  their  hearts* 
They  fee  the  vanity  of  the  prefent  ftate,  and  the  vaft 
importance  of  eternity.  In  thefe  refpeft«  they  have 
^11  of  them  a  goed  underftanding,  however  inferior 
in  natural  capacity,  or  acquired  knowledge,  to  the 
wife  men  of  the  world. 

2.  Their  knowledge,  fo  far  as  they  have  attained* 
is  not  merely  fpeculative,  cold,  and  indiftind,  like 
the  light  of  the.  moon.  The  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs 
has  (hined  into  their  hearts.  The  light  they  enjoy 
is  vital,  cheering,  and  efFe£tive.  Becaufe  they  thus 
fee,  they  hear  likewife.  They  were  once  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  God,  whether  he  fpoke  by  his  word  or  his 
providence  \  whether  in  the  language  of  mercy  or 
judgment.  But  now  their  deaf  ears  are  unftopped* 
They  are  now  attentive,  fubmiffive^  and  willing  ta 
receive  his  inftruAions,  and  to  obey  his  commands^ 
With  them,  one  ^'htis  faith  the  Lerdy  has  the  force 
of  a  thoufand  arguments.  They  deiire  no  farther 
proof  of  a  doflrine,  no  other  warrant  for  their  prac^ 
tice,  no  other  reafon  for  any  difpenfation,  than 
Thus  the  Lord  has  faiJ,  This  he  requires,  and  This 
is  his  appointment*   Thus  their  wills  are  brought  in- 
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to  fubjedion ;  and  they  fo  underftand,  as  to  believe 
and  obey. 

3.  Farther,  with  their  fight  and  hearing  they  re* 
ceive  power  and  aftivity.  Once,  they  were  tied  and 
bound  in  the  chain  of  their  (ins»  or  like  a  man  be- 
numbed with  a  dead  palfy,  unable  to  move.  If  they 
fbmetimes  feemed  to  exprefs  defires  that  might  be 
called  good  with  refpeft  to  their  objefl,  they  were 
faint  and  inefFeftual.  But  now  their  fetters  are  bro- 
ken, the  health  and  (Irength  of  their  fouls  is  redo- 
red,  and  God  has  wrought  in  them  not  only  to  nvili^ 
but  alfo  to  da  according  to  his  good  pUafure*,  Iris 
not  more  wonderful  that  a  cripple  fhould  fuddenly 
recover  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  than  that  a  perfon,  who 
tias  long  been  fettered  in  finful  habits,  Ihould  be  en- 
abled to  move  and  a£l  with  alacrity  in  the  fervice 
of  God.  But  in  the  day  of  divine  power,  finners 
arg  made  both  willing  and  able.  How  burd^nfome 
was  that  whicti  "they  once  sccount?4  iheir  religion  \ 

how  little  comfort  did  it  yield  them  !  how  little  did 
it  affift  them  againfl  their  paffions,  ox  againft  their 
fears  i  But  all-  things  are  beconrte  new,  fince  they 
have  attained  to  a  life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God. 
Their  religious  fervice  is  now  pleafant,  and  their 
warfare  againft  fin  and  the  world,  vi£lorious.  Their  ^ 
obligations,  motives,  refources,  encouragements,  and 
proipe<^s,  infpire  them  with  a  holy  vigour,  to  run^ 
with  patience  and  perfeverance,  the  race  that  is  fet 
before  them. 

4.  Having  their  fight  and  hearing  thus  reftored, 
and  their  hearts  enlarged  to  walk  at  liberty  in  the 
ways  of  wifdom ;  they  are  no  longer  dumb,  filent,. 
and  fuUen,  but,  out  of  the  abundance  of  their 
hearts,  their  mouths  fpeak  the  language  of  grati- 
tude, praife,  and  joy.  For  though  moft  people  have 
the  faculty  of  fpcech,  aod  can  ufe,  or  rather  abufe, 
their  tongues  fluently  5  though  we  are  fufficiently 
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expert  from  our  childhood,  in  the  dialefls  of  falfe- 
hood,  profant-nefs,  and  folly  ;  yet,  by  nature,  we  arc 
dumb  with  refpcd  to  the  language  that  becomes  us, 
as  the  creatures  of  God,  and  as  thofe  who  have  fin- 
ned againft  him,  and  yet  are  invited  to  feek  his  mer- 
cy. But  when  grace  teaches  the  heart,  then  the 
heart  teaches  the  mouth  *.  When  we  believe,  then 
we  fpeak,  yea,  we  fing  and  greatly  rejoice  5  as  it  is- 
written.  In  that  day  I  will  praife  thee ;  though  thou 
nvaft  angfy^  thine  anger  if  turmd  a*way\.  And  a- 
gain,  Thf  voice  of  joy  and  thankfgivin^  is  in  the  taber'" 
nades  of  the  ri^^htiom  %,  Let  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  fay  i  Ikat  he  is  goody  and  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever  J. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  examine  ourfelves  by 
this  teft,  and  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  our  knowledge 
•f  the  gofpel,  any  farther  than  our  confciences 
bear  us  witnefs,  that  it  has  produced  a  real,  mcral^ 
change  in  our  tempers,  conduft,  and  purfuits.  For 
there  is  a  knowledge  which  is  falfely  fo  called.  It 
puffeth  up,  but  edifieth  not.  Our  Lord*s  declara- 
tion defcrves  our  moft  ferious  attention.  For  judge- 
ment I  am  come  into  this-  nvorld ;  that  they  which  fee 
noty  may  fee;  and  that  they  which  fee  y  might  be  made 
blind \\.  It  is  very  poflible,  yea,  very  eafy,  by  the 
help  of  books,  fermons,  and  converfe,  to  acquire  an 
orderly  and  fyftematic  knowledge  of  divine  truths ; 
it  may  be  learnt  thus,  like  aily  other  branch  of  hu- 
man fcience,  and  the  head  be  well  ftored  with  or- 
thodox fentiments ;  and  there  may  be  an  ability  to 
prove  and  defend  them,  in  a  way  of  argumentation, 
while  the  heart  is  utterly  a  ftranger  to  their  falutary 
influence.  Such  charafters  are  too  common.  None 
make  a  greater  parade  and  boaft  of  feeing,  than 
thefe  perfons.  None  are  more  fatally  blinded.  They 
fmile,  with  difdain,  when  they  fpeak  of  a  felf-righte- 

oufnefs' 

•  Proi|.  xvi.  23.  t  Ifa.  xii.  I.  \  Pfal.  cxviii.  Ij» 

5  Pfal.  cvii,  I,  ^.  I  John  ix  Z9* 


Ser.  12.  Appearance  •  139 

oufnefs  founcied  lipon  prayers,  alms-deeds,  and  fa- 
cramcrnts ;  but  are  not  aware  that  they  themfelves 
live  in  the  very  fpint  of  the  Pharifees  *,  fo  clearly 
defcribed,  and  io  exprefsly  condemned,  in  the  N.  w 
Teitament.  Their  luppoled  knowlodjje  of  the  doc- 
trines which  they  mifunderltand  and  abufe,  is  the 
righteoafnefs  on  which  they  build  their  hopes ;  and 
trut^ing  to  this,  they  defpife  all  thofe  who  are  lhi£l- 
er  in  practice  than  themfelves,  as  ignorant  and  le- 
^.\\'^  and  difcovcr  almoll  as  great  diflikt  ro  cble 
and  faithful  preaching,  as  they  could  do  to  poifon. 
Though  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel,  when  rightly 
received,  are  produftive  of  godhnefs,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  there  are  people  who  efpoufe  and  plead  for 
them,  to  quiet  their  confciences,  by  furnifhing  them- 
with  excufes  for  the  fins  they  are  unwilling  to  for- 
fake  it  is  not  furprifing,  that  they  who  are  dif- 
pleafed  with  th€  yok.*  of  our  Lord's  precepts,  ftiould 
feem  friendly  to  the  idea  of  falvatlon  witliout  the 
works  of  the  law.  The  notion  of  the  final  perfcve- 
rance  of  believers,  may  afford  a  pillow  for  thofe  J;.o 
reik  on,  who  being  at  prefent  deftitute  of  all  feeling* 
of  fpiritual  life,  labour  to  perfuadc  themfelves  that 
they  are  Chriftians,  becaufe  they  had  fome  ferious 
thoughts,  and  made  fome  profeflion  of  the  truth, 
many  years  ago.  So  like  wife,  in  what  the  Scrip- 
tures teach,  of  the  total  inability  of  fallen  man,  they 
think  they  have  a  plea  to  juftify  their  negligence 
and  floth,  and  therefore  are  not  difpofed  to  contra- 
dici  the  teftimony.  The  invitation  and  command  to 
wait,  and  watch,  and  ftrive,  in  the  ways  and  means 
of  the  Lord's  appointment,  they  evade,  as  they 
think,  with  impunity,  by  confefling  the  charge,  and 
faying,  I  am  a  poor  creature  indeed,  I  can  do  nothing 
of  myfclf  aright,  and  therefore  to  what  purpofc 
ftiould  I  attempt  to  do  any  thing  ?  A  miniftcr  may 
preach  upon  thefe  points,  in  general  terms,  and  ob- 
tain 

*  Iruke  xviii.  }• 
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tain  their  good  word.     But  if  he  fpeaks  plainly  and 
faithfully  to  confcience ;  if  he  bears  teftimony  not 
only  againft  dead  works,  but  againft  a  dead  faith  j 
againft  fpiritual  pride,    evil  tempers,  evil  fpeaking^ 
love  of  the  world,  and  finful  compliances  \  if  he  in- 
fids  that  the  branches  of  the  true  vine  Oiould  bear 
grapes,  and  not  the  fame  fruit  as  the  bramble  \  hear- 
ers of  this  {lamp  will  think  they  do  God  iervice,  by 
cenfuring  all  he  can  fay,    as  low  and  legal  trafh. 
How  awful !  that  people  (hould  be  blinded  by  the 
very  truths  which  they  profefs  to  believe  \  Yet  I  fear 
fuch  cafes  are  too  frequent.     God  grant  a  delufion 
of  this  kind  may  never  be  found  amongft  us !  For  if 
the  fait  \xit\i  fhmld  lofe  iU  favour ^  nvherewttb  fball  it 
hefaltid*?  May  we  come  Cmply  to  the  light,  with 
a  defire  of  feeing  more  of  ourfelves^  and  more  of 
our  Saviour ;    that  we  may  be   more   humble  and 
fpiritual,  more  afraid  of  fin,  more  watchful  and  fuc* 
celsful  in  ftriving  a^^inft  it ;  andj  in  our  whole  con- 
verfation,  more  conformable  to  our  glorious  Head  t 

But  to  return*    From  what  has  been  offered  upon 
thfs  fubjeft,  we  may  obferve^ 

!•  That  true  Chnftianity  is  friendly  to  fociety,  and 
to  the  common  interefts  of  mankind.  It  is  the 
fource  of  peace^  tendcrnefs,  benevolence,  »nd  every 
humane  temper.  It  is  calculated  to  foothe  the  fierce 
difpofition,  to  enlarge  the  felfifli  fpirit,  and  to  tranf. 
form  the  lion  into  the  lamb.  What  then  muft  we 
think  of  thofe  pretended  friends  to  liberty  and  free 
enquiry,  whofe  unhappy  zeal  is  employed  to  rob 
us  of  the  only  light  and  balm  of  life  ?  who,  by 
their  mifreprefentations  and  cavils,  endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  others^  though  they  cannot  efFe&ually  perfuade 
themfelves,  that  the  gofpel,  a  fcheme  fo  wife  in 
its  conftitution,  fo  falutary  in  its  defign,  fo  power* 
ful  in  its  effects,  is  no  better  than  an  impofition,  the 
contrivance  of  fuperftxtious  or  artful  men !   Why 

ihould 
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Ihould  they  attempt  ta  take  away  the  foundation  of 
our  hopej  and  the  fpring  of  our  comfort,  (if  they 
were  able),  when  they  know  they  have  nothing  to 
fubftitute  in  their  place !  Let  us  think  of  them  with 
that  compaiHon  which  their  ftate  calls  f or  ;  and  pray 
for  them,  ifferadventure  God  will  give  them  repentance 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  *• 

2.  The  change  thus  wrought  is  great,  marvellous, 
and,  if  not  fo  frequent,  might  be  nyled  miraculous. 
It  is^more  than  education,  example,  perfuafion,  or 
refoluti(|n  can  perform.  It  is  the  work  of  God  alone, 
to  open  the  blind  eyes,  to  change  the  heart  of  ftone 
into  fle(h,  and  to  raife  the  dead. 

This  thought  fliould  exclude  boafting.  The  hap- 
py fubjeds  of  this  change  were  no  better  by  nature 
or  pradiice  than  others.  They  have  nothing  but 
what  they  have  received.  The  glory  and  praife  is 
due  to  the  Lord  alone.  It  ihould  likewife  foften 
their  cenfure  of  thofe  who  are  itill  in  a  (late  of  alie- 
nation from  Qod,  or  at  lead  prevent  the  emotions 
of  anger  and  refentment  towards  them.  They  know 
not  what  they  do.  Their  danger  fhould  excite  our 
pity,  and  our  friendly  endeavours  to  rcjcover  them 
from  the  error  of  their  way.  And,  efpecially,  we  * 
ihould  be  careful  fo  to  regulate  our  behaviour,  that 
if  they  obey  not  the  v^ord,  they  may  without  the  word 
be  convinced  and  won  f ,  by  the  force  of  our  example* 
If  the  Lord  be  pleafed  to  do  that  for  them  which 
he  has  done  for  us,  their  diilike  of  us,  and  their 
oppofition  to  us,  will  be  quickly  at  an  end;  and 
though  they  fet  out  after  us,  they  may  pofSbly  make 
a  fwifter  progrcfs  in  the  Chriftian  life  than  we  have 
done.  Thus,  though  Saul  of  Tarfus  approached 
Damafcus  as  an  enemy  and  a  perfecutor,  when  the 
fcales  fell  from  his  eyes,^he  not  only  immediately 
joined  the  difciples,  but  in  a  little  time  became  a 
pattern  to  them. 

That 

•  %  Tim.  ii.  %S*       ^  \i  Pet.  iu.  %. 
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That  the  change  is  the  work  of  God,  flibuld  like- 
wife  be  confidered  by  thofe,  who,  from  a  fenfc  of 
the  great nefs  of  their  fins,  and  the  ftrength  of  their 
(inful  habits,  are  ready  to  fink  into  defpair.  What* 
ever  apparent  difliculty  there  may  be  in  your  cafe,  it 
is  eafy  to  divine  power.  ^//  thingt  are  pofftble  ivitb 
God  *,  and  ^//  things  ^  like  wife,  are  po/Jible  to  him  that 
telievethf.  The  prom ifes  invite  you  to  apply  to  him 
who  is  the  Author  and  Finiflier  of  faith,  and  who 
has  faid  for  your  encouragement,  Him  that  cometk 
unto  me^  1  ivitl  in  no  wife  cafi  out* 

f  Mark  x.  27.  f  Matk  ix.  23. 
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The  Great  Shepherd. 

Isaiah  x1.ii. 

He  Jballfeed  his  fiock  like  a  Jbepherd;  he  Jhall  gathir 
the  Iambi  in  his  amjf  and  carry  them  in  his  *  hojom^ 
and  Jhall  gently  lead  thoje  that  are  with  young, 

IT  is  not  eafy  for  thofe  whofe  habits  of  life  arc  in- 
fenfibly  formed  by  the  cuftoms  of  modern  times^ 
to  conceive  any  adequate  idea  of  the  padoral  life,  as* 
it  obtained  in  the  eaftern  countries,  before  that  fim- 
piicity  of  manners,    which  charadterized  the  early 
ages,  was  corrupted  by  the  artificial  and  falfe  re- 
finements of  luxury.     Wealth,  in  thofe  days,  con- 
(ifted  principally  in  flocks  and  herds ;  and  Abraham, 
Ifaac, Jacob,  and  others,  who  were,  to  fpeak  in  modern 
language,  perfons  of  high  diftinftion,  were  likewife 
(hepherds.     The  book  oi  Genefis,  which  is  an  au- 
thentic   and    infallible  hiftory  of   the   moft  ancient 
times,  exhibits  a  manner  of  living  fo  different  from 
our  own,  that,  perhaps,  few  perfons  are  qualified  to 
enter  fully  into  the  Ipirit  of  the  defcription.     The 
poets  feem  to  have  derived  their  idea  of  the  golden 
age  from  fome  imperfeft  tradition  of  this  primitive 
ftate ;  and  if  we  compare  it  with  the  (tate  of  things 
around  us,  methinks  wc  have  reafon  to  fay.  Hew  is 
the  gold  become  dim^  and  the  fine  gold  changed  *  /     The 
opulence  of  Jacob  may  be  conjectured  from  the  pre- 
fent  he  fcnt  to  his  brother  Efau  f .     Yet  Jacob  at- 
tended his  flocks  himfelf,  in  the  drought  by  day^  and 
in  the  froft  by  night  X*    The  vigilance^   the  provi« 

dence> 
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dcnce,  the  tendernefe,  ncccffary  to  the  due  difcharge 
of  the  (hepherd's  office^  have  been  frequently  applied 
in  defcribing  the  nature  and  ends  of  government; 
and  It  has  been  efteemed  a  high  encomium  of  a  good 
kirg,  to  ftylc  him  the  fliepherd  of  his  people.  This 
cbara£ter  Messiah,  the  Saviour^  condefcends  to  bear; 
and  happy  are  they,  who,  with  a  pleafing  confciouf- 
nefs,  can  fay,  We  are  his  people^  and  the  Jheep  of  his 
pafture  *. 

The  paflage  will  lead  me  to  fpeak  of  the  (hepherd/ 
the  flock,  and  his  care  and  tendernefs  over  them, 

I.  Our  Lord  cxprefsly  ftylcs  himfelf  the  Shepherd, 
the  good  Shepherd  oj  the  Jheep  \^  and  the  Apoftle  Pe- 
ter ftyles  him  the  chief  Shepherd  %.  His  faithful  mi- 
*  jiillers  have  the  honour  to  be  under  fhcpherds  j  he 
appoints,  and  qualifies  them  to  feed  his  flock.  They 
are  the  mefTengcrs  of  his  will,  but  they  can  do  nothing 
without  him ;  they  can  only  communicate  what  they 
receive,  and  cannot  watch  over  the  flock,  unlefs 
they  are  themfelves  watched  over  by  hiih  y.  For, 
with  refpedi  to  efficacy,  he  is  the  chief,  and  indeed, 
the  fole  Shepherd.  The  eyes  of  all  are  upon  him, 
and  his  eye  is  upon,  and  over  all  his  flock.  The  Old- 
Teftament  church  had  a  fhcpherd,  and  their  fhepherd 
was  Jehovah  §.  Unlefs  therefore  the  Shepherd  and  Bi- 
fhop  of  our  fouls  likewife  be  Jehovah,  we  fall  unfpeak- 
ably  fhort  of  the  privilege  of  ancient  Ifrael,  if  their 
Shepherd  was  almighty,  and  if  ours  could  be  but  a  crea- 
ture. Surely  we  could  not  then  fay,  what  yet  the  apof- 
tle affirms,  that  we  have  a  better  covenant y  eflabli/hed 
upofi  better  promifes^*  \  fince  Messiah  himfelf  is  ex- 
prefsly  declared  to  be  the  furety  and  the  mediator  of 
this  covenant.  But  would  it  not  be  better,  upon  this 
fuppofition,  with  David,  who  could  fay,  Jehovah  is 
my  Shepherd,  than  with  us,  who  are  entrufled  to  the 
caye  of  a  delegated  and  inferior  keeper^  if  Jefus  be 

not 

^'    *  Pfai.  c.  >  t  John  z.  If,  14,  |  1  Pet.  v.  4. 
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not  Jehovah  ?  Befides,  who  but  Jehovah  can  relieve 
the  neceffitien  oi  multitudes  in  all  places,  in  the  fame 
moment,  and  be  equally  near  and  attentive  to  them 
in  every  age  i  The  Gnner,  who  is  enlightened  to 
know  himielf,  his  wants,  enemies,  and  dangers,  will 
not  dare  to  confide  in  any  thing  fhort  of  an  almighty 
arm  .  he  needs  a  ihepherd,  who  is  tull  of  wifdom^ 
full  of  care,  full  of  power;  able,  like  the  lun^  to 
fiiine  upon  millions  at  once,  and  poff  fl*ed  of  thofe 
incommunicable  attributes  ot  Dcity«  omnifcience  and 
omnipreience.  Such  is  our  great  Shephcni  \  and  he 
is  eminently  the  good  Shepherd  alio,  tor  he  laid  down 
his  life  for  the  iheep,  and  has  redeemed  them  to  God 
by  his  own  blood. 

IL  A  Shepherd  is  a  relative  name  \  it  has  reference 
to  Tijloch  Tnis  grtat  and  good  Shepherd  has  a  flock, 
whom  he  loved  from  cveiiaiting,  ana  whom  having 
\ovcdi  he  will  love  to  the  end  *. 

Formofi  pecoris  cufiosy  formafior  ipfe  ! 

He  humbled  himfcli  for  their  fakes,  fubmitted  to 
partake  of  their  nature  and  their  iorrows,  took  upon 
him  the  form  of  a  fervant^  and  was  made  in  the 
likenefs  oi  fmiul  fleih.  He  died  for  his  iheep,  the 
juftfor  the  unjufi  f ,  to  redceni  them  from  the  curfc 
of  the  law,  from  the  gudt  and  dominion  of  fin,  from 
the  power  of  Satan,  and  to  bring  them  to  God. 
They,  by  nature,  are  all  ^me  a/trayy  every  one  to  his 
&wn  'way  \ :  but  having  thus  bought  them  with  his 
blood,  in  his  own  appointed  time,  he  feeks,  finds, 
and  reftores  his  flitcp.  By  the  power  of  his  word 
and  Spirit,  he  makes  himieif  known  to  their  heaits, 
caules  them  to  hear  and  underftand  his  voice,  and 
guides  them  into  his  fold.  Then  they  become  his 
(heep  in  the  fenfe  of  my  text.  They  are  under  his 
immediate  protection  and  government.. 

Confidered  as  individuals,  they  are  fitly  defcribed 
by  the  name  oijbeep^     A  (heep  is  a  weak,  defence- 

VoL-L  H  ,,, 
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left,  improvident  creature ;  prone  to  wander,  and  if 
once  aftray,  is  feldom  known  to  return  of  its  own 
accord.  A  flieep  has  neither  ftrength  to  fight  with 
the  wolf,  Dor  ipeed  to  efcape  from  him  5  nor  has  it 
the  fore  fight  of  the  ant,  to  provide  its  own  fuftc- 
nance*  Such  is  our  charadler,  and  our  fituation. 
Unable  to  take  care  of  ourfelves,  prone  to  wander 
from  our  reding  place,  expofed  to  cnetnies  which 
we  can  neither  withftand  nor  avoid,  without  re- 
fource  in  ourfelves,  and  taught,  by  daily  experience, 
the  infufficiency  of  every  thing  around  us :  Yet,  if 
.this  Shepherd  be  our  Shepherd,  weak  and  helplefe  as 
we  are,  we  may  be  of  good  courage.  If  we  can  fay 
with  David,  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd^  we  may  make 
the  fame  inferences  which  he  did,  Therefore  IJhall  not 
woant:  therefore  1  need -not  fear. 

Colle£tively  they  are  a  flock.  They  are  not,  in- 
deed, in  one  place.  They  are  fcattered  abroad,  dif- 
perfed  throughilifFerent  ages  and  countries,  feparated 
by  feas  and  mountains,  and,  too  often,  by  mifappre- 
iienfions  and  jtrejudices,  by  names  and  forms ;  and 
only  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  flock  are  known  to 
each  other.  £ut  they  are  all  equally  known  to  him, 
and  equally  under  his. eye.  In  his  view  they  are  one 
flock,  one  body ;  they  are  animated  by  one  and  the 
fame  fpirit ;  their  views,  hopes,  and  aims  are  the 
fanfie;  and,  yet  a  little  while,  they  (hall  be  all  brought 
together,  a  number  without  rumiber,  to  rejoice  and 
togoin  in  worfhip,  before  his  throne  of  glory.  For 
they  have  an  inheritance  referved  for  them  in  hea- 
ven *,  and  they  jDhall  be  fafely  kept,  while  they  are 
fojourners  .upon  earth,  for  the  bhephecd  of  Ifrael  is 
their  keeper.  % 

III.    He  fhatl  feed  bis  flock  like  a  fbepherd.    The 

word  is  not  redrained  to  feeding.    It  includes  all  the 

branches  pf  the  ihepherd's  office.     He  ihail  a£t  the 

part  of  a  Ihepherd  to  his  flock.     We  have  a  beauti- 

tiil  miniature  defcription  of  what  he  has  engaged  to 

do, 
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do,  and  what  he  afiually  doesj  for  his  people,  as 
•  their  Shepherd,  in  the  twenty-third  Pfalm.  And  the 
fubjedl  is  more  largely  illuftrated  in  the  thirty  fourth 
chapter  of  Ezekiel's  prophecy.  His  flieep,  from  age 
to  age,  have  been  witneffes  to  the  truth  of  his  pro- 
mifes.  He  has  a  flock  at  prefent  who  rejoice  in  his 
care,  and  greater  multitudes,  as  yet  unborn,  (hall 
fucceflively  arife  in  their  appointed  feafons,  and  call 
him  biejfed*.  For  he  is  tht  /ante  ye/}er day ^  to-day ^  and 
Jvr  ever. 

He  feeds  them,  '  He  leads  them  into  green  and 
pleafant  paftures.  Thefc  paftures  are,  his  word  and 
ordinances,  by  which  he  communicates  to  them  of 
his  own  fulncfs  ;  for  in  ftrict  propriety  of  fpeech,  he 
himfelf  is  their  food.  They  eat  bis  fiefh  and  drink 
his  blood  f.  This  was  once  thought  a  hard  faying  J 
by  fome  of  his  profcflTed  followers,  and  is  (Ull 
thought  fo  by  too  many.  But  it  is  his  own  faying, 
and  therefore  I  am  not  -concerned,  cither  to  con-, 
firm  or  to  vindicate  it.  The  Jcnowledge  they  receive 
by  faith,  of  his  in^arnaiion  and  fufFerings  untodeath, 
of  the  names  he  bears,  and  of  the  offices  and  rela- 
tions in  which  he  is  pleafed  to  a£^  for  them,  is  the 
life  and  food  of  their  fouls.  The  expreffion  of  feed- 
ing them,  is  agreeable  to  the  analogy  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  eftablifli  between  the  natural  and  the  fpi- 
ritaal  life.  As  the  ftrength  of  the  body  is  maintain- 
ed and  renewed  by  eating  and  drinking;  fo  they 
who,  in  this  fenfe,  feed  upon  him  in  their  hearts 
by  faith  with  thankfgiving,  even  they  live  §  by  him ; 
for  his  fiejb  is  meat  indeed^  and  his  blood  is  drink  in^ 
deed. 

He  guides  them.  Firft  by  his  example.  He  has 
trodden  the  path  of  duty  and  trial  before  them;  and 
they  perceive  and  follow  his  footfteps.  Again,  by 
his  word  and  Spirit   he  teaches  them  the  way  in 

H  2  which 
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which  they  fliould  go ;  and  both  inclines  and  enables 
them  to  walk  in  it  *.  He  guides  them,  likewife,  by 
his  providence ;  he  appoints  the  bounds  of  their  ha- 
.  bitations»  the  line  and  calling  in  which  they  are  to 
ferve  him,  and  orders  and  adjufts  the  circumftances 
of  their  lives  according  to  his  infinite  wifdom,  fo  as* 
finally,  to  accomplUh  bis  gracious  defigns  in  their  fa- 
vour. 

He  guards  them  It  is  written  concerning  him^ 
He  (hall  JIand  and  feed  in  the  Jirengtb  of  the  Lordy 
in  the  majefty  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  Godf.  If 
we  conceive  of  a  flock  of  fheep  feeding  in  the  midit 
of  wolves,  who  are  reftrained  from  breaking  in  upon 
them,  not  by  any  vifible  inclofure,  but  merely  by 
the  power  of  the  (hcphcrd's  eye,  which  keeps  them 
in  awe  and  at  a  diftance,  it  will  give  us  fome  idea  of 
the  fituatton  of  his  people.  He  provides  them  food 
in  the  midft  of  many  and  mighty  f  enemies,  who  en- 
vy them  their  privilege,  but  cannot  prevent  it.  If 
he  (hould  withdraw  his  attention  from  the  flock  for 
a  fingle  minute,  they  would  be  worried.  But  he 
has  promifed  to  keep  mem  night  and  day  ||.  and  every 
moment ;  therefore  their  enemies  plot  and  rage  in 
vain.  Their  vi/lbie  foes  are  numerous;  but  if  we 
could  look  into  the  invi/ible  tvorfd^  and  take  a  view  oC 
the  fubtilty,  malice,  machinations,  and  afliduity  of 
the  powers  of  darknefs,  who  are  inceflanrly  watching 
for  opportunities  of  annoying  them,  we  ihould  have 
a  molt  ftriking  convi£Hon,  that  a  flock  fo  defencelefs 
and  feeble  in  themfelves,  and  againft  which  fuch  a 
combination  is  formed,  can  only  be  kept  by  the  power 
of  God. 

He  heafs  them.  A  good  (hepherd  will  examine  the 
ftate  of  his  flock.  But  there  is  no  attention  worthy 
of  being  compared  with  his.  Not  the  flightefl:  cir- 
cumftance  in  their  concerns  efcapes  his  notice.  When 
they  are  ready  to  faint,  borne  down  with  heavy  ex- 
ercifes  of  mind^  wearied  with  temptations,  dry  and 

difconfolate 
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difconfolate  in  their  fpirits,  he  feafonably  revives 
theih.  Nor  are  they  in  heavinefs  without  a  need-be 
for  it.  All  his  difpeniations  towards  them  are  medi- 
cinait  dcfigned  to  corre£l>  or  to  reltrain,  or  to  cure« 
the  maladies  of  their  fouls.  And  they  are  adjufted, 
by  his  wifdom  and  tendernefsi  to  what  they  can  bear, 
and  to  what  their  cafe  requires.  It  is  he,  likewife, 
who  heals  their  bodily  ficknefs,  and  gives  them  help 
in  all  their  temporal  trouble.  He  is  rcprefented  to 
us,  as  counting  their  fighs,*)  putting  their  tears  into 
his  bottle,  recording  their  forrows  in  his  book  of  re- 
membrance 'j  and  even  as  being  himfelf  touched  with 
afieling  ef  their  tnfirtnitm  f,  as  the  head  feels  for  the 
members  of  the  body. 

He  reflores  them.  The  power  and  fubtilty  of  their 
enemies  are  employed  to  force  or  entice  them  from 
his  rule,  and  too  oiten  prevail  for  a  feafon.  The 
(heep  turn  afide  into  forbidden  paths ;  and  whenever 
they  do,  they  would  wander  farther  and  farther,  till 
they  were  quite  loit  again,  if  he  were  not  their  Shep- 
herd. If  he  permits  them  to  deviate,  he  has  a  time 
to  convince  them,  that  it  was  an  evtl  and  a  bitter 
thing  toforjoke  the  Lord  their  Shepherd  X^  and  to  hum-.^ 
ble  them,  and  to  bring  them  back.  Thus  they  be- 
come more  fenfible  of  their  own  weaknefs,  and  of 
their  obligations  to  his  gracious  care  ;  ior  he  will  not 
fuffer  their  enemies  to  triumph  over  them.  He  will 
not  lofe  one  of  his  true  flock  \  not  one  convinced  (in- 
ner, who  has,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  furrendered  and 
entrufted  his  all  to  him.  They  muft,  and  they  fhall 
fmart  and  mourn  for  their  foily ;  but  he  will,  in  due 
feaion,  break  their  inares,  and  lead  them  again  into 
the  paths  of  peace,  tor  his  own  name's  fake 

The  flock  are  not  all  Jheep.  There  are  among 
them  lambs,  fhefe  are  elpecially  mentioned,  and 
for  thefe  he  expreffes  a  peculiar  tendernefs.  He  will 
gather  them  in  his  arm^  ana  carry  them  in  hij  bofom. 

H  3  Though 
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Though  they  arc  weaklings^  they  (hall  not  be  left 
behind.  This  is  a  beautifui  and  pathetic  image. 
If  a  poor  Iamb  is  weary,  and  unable  to  keep  up  ^vith 
the  flock,  It  (hall  be  carried.  This  claufe  affords  en- 
couragement, 

1.  ^I'o  young  people.  Early  ferious  impreflions  are 
often  made  upon  the  hearts  of  children,  which  we 
are  to  cherifh,  by  direding  their  thoughts  to  the 
companion  of  the  good  Shepherd*,  who  has  faid, 
Si^fr  liitie  children  trx  come  unto  me^  and  forbidt  them 
ttcty  for  of  fuch  u  the  kingdom,  of  Gjd.* .  This  high 
and  holy  one,  who  humbles  himfelf  to  notice  the 
worfhip  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  hears  the  prayers  of 
worms  upon  the  earth  -,  and  his  ear  is  open  to  the 
prayers  of  a  child,  no  lefs  £o,  than  to  the  prayer  o£ 
a  king. 

2.  To  young  converts.  Thcfe,  at  whatever  age,  are 
children  in  the  Lord's  family,  lambs  in  his  flock. 
They  are,  as  yet,  weak,  unfettled,  and  unexperien- 
ced. Almoft  every  day  brings  them  into  a  new  and 
untried  fituaiion.  They  often  meet  with  oppofitioa 
and  difcouragement,  where  they  have  promifed  them- 
felves  help  and  countenance.  Perhaps  their  neareft 
friends  are  difplealed  with  them.  They  are  liable, 
like  wife,  while  they  are  enquiring  the  way  to  Zion, 
to  be  perplexed  by  the  various  opinions  and  angry 
contentions  prevailing  among  the  diflFerent  religious 
perfons  or  parties  to  whom  tliey  may  addrefs  them- 
feives.  They  are  frequently  difcouraged  by  the  falls 
and  mifcarriages  of  profeflbrs,.  fome  of  whom,  it  is 
poOTible,  they  may  have  admired,  and  looked  up  to, 
as  patterns  for  their  awn  imitati6n.  Add  to  thefe 
things,  what  they  fufFcr  from  new  and  unexpeded 
difcoveries  of  the  evil  and  deceitfulnefs  of  thtic 
hearts  -,  the  miitakes  they  commit,  in  judgment  and 
pra<9:ice,  for  want  of  a  more  folid  and  extenflv^ 
kaowledge  of  the  fcriptures ;  and  th^  advantage  the 

great 
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great  enemy  of  their  fouh  derives  from  thefe  their 
vuf  ious  ditficulties  to  alFault  their  peace  and  obftrlicJf 
their  pro^^refsr  What  would  beco'ne  of  them. in  facii 
circumltances,  if  their  faithful  Shepherd  \\\\  not  pro* 
mifed  to  lead,  and  uphold  them,  with  the  arm  of  his 
power  ? 

There  is,    likewife^   particular  mention  made  of 
ihofe  who  are  with  young*     Thefe  he  will  gently  lead'. 
If  we  take  the  word  according  to  our  verfion,  it  may 
fignify  a  Itate  of  convitlion  or  troiible.     Many  are 
the  affl't5lions  of  the  righteous  *,  by  which  they  are  or  ten- 
wearied  and  heavy  laden.     But  when  their  fpirits  are: 
overwhelmed  within  them,  he  knoweth  their  path. 
Jacob  would  not  permit  his  cattle,  that  were  with . 
young,  to  be  f  over-driven  for  one  day,   left  they 
ihould  die.    Much  lefs  will  this  good  Shepherd  fuf- 
fer  the  burdened  among  his  flock  to  be  hurried  and 
tempted  beyond  what  they  are  able,  or  what  he  will  ' 
enable  them  to  bear. 

But  the  word  figniiies,  thofe  that  have  youngy  ra- 
ther than  thofe  that  are  with  young.  Two  forts  of 
perfons  in  the  Lord's  flock,  who  come  under  this  de- 
scription, feel  an  efpecial  need  of  his  compalliany 
tendernefs,  and  patience. 

r.'He  only  knows  the  feelings  of  the  hearts  of  pa-- 
rents  ;  what  folicitudc  and  anxiety  they  have  for  their 
young  ones,  the  fucklings,  if  I  may  lb  fpeak,  of  the 
flock,  which  mingle  with  all  their  endeavours,  to 
manage  rightly  the  important  charge  committed  to 
them,  and  to  bring  their  children  up  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord. 

2.  Mincers,  likewife,  have  painful  exercifes  of 
mind.  The  Apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  of  travelling  in  birtl 
again y  till  Chriji  be  formed  in  our  hearers  J.  Wheir 
we  know  of  any  newly  awakened,  and  beginning  to 
feek  his  falvation,  how  folicitous  is  our  care  to  bring 
(hem  forward,  to  comfort  them,  to  warn  them  againlt 

H  4  the 
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Ae  deyices  of  their  hearts,  and  of  their  enemies } 
And  how  piercing  our  grief  and  difappointment,  if 
they  mifcarry !  How  much  is  felt  in  fympathy  for 
the  trials  of  the  flock !  What  wifdom,  faithfulnefs, 
courage^  meeknefs,  and  un£^ion  from  on  higl^,  are 
necefTary  to  the  due  difcharge  of  what  we  owe  to  the 
flocks  of  which  we  have  the  overfight  f  Who  is  fuf-- 
ficient  for  thefe  things  I  And  when  we  have  done 
our  beft,  our  all,  what  defefls  and  defilements  have 
we  to  mourn  over  !  But  this  is  our- great  cotifola- 
tion,  that  he,  who  knows  us,  and  leads  us,  confiders 
wrfratJUy  and  remembers  that  nve  are  but  duft* 

in  this  delineation  of  the  charaSer  and  condu£^ 
ef  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  Jbeep  *,  we  have  an  af- 
fecting exemplar  and  pattern,  for  the  imitation  of 
thofe  who  a£t  in  the  honourable  office  of  under  ihep« 
herds,  and  are  called,  by  their  profeffion  and  en- 
gagement, to  feed  his  (heep  and  lambs.  Whether 
there  be  any  minifters  in  our  aiTembly,  or  not,  you 
win  at  leaft  permit  me  to  fpeak  a  word  to  my  own 
heart ;  which  may,  I  hope,  at  the  fame  time,  im- 
prefs  your  minds  with  a  fenfe  of  our  great  need  of 
your  prayers  Brethren^  pray  for  us  f  /  and  pray  to 
the  Lord  of  the  harvejiy  thai  he  may  fend  forth  more 
Jaithful  labourers  into  his  harvefi  J.  For  it  is  his 
work  alone.  It  is  not  neceifary,  that  a  minifter  of 
the  gofpel  ihould  be  in  the  firft  line  of  thofe  who  are 
admired  for  their  abilities  or  literature;  much  lefs 
that  he  (hould  be  diflinguifhed  by  fuch  titles,  ho- 
nours, and  emoluments  as  this  world  can  give.  But 
it  is  neceflary,  and  of  the  lad  importance  to  his  cha- 
ra£ier  and  ufefulnefs  here,  and  to  his  acceptance  in 
the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  that  he  (hould  have  a  {hep- 
herd's  eye  and  a  fhepherd's  heart.  He  mult  ferve 
the  flock,  not  for  filthy  lucre ^  or  by  conjlraint  J,  (that 
conftraint,  which  the  apoille  attributes  to  the  love  of 
Chrift,   only   excepted),   but  willingly^   and   with  a 

view 
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view  to  their  edification.  And  he  muft,  indeed, ^rve 
them,  not  a£ttng  as  a  lod  over  Go^s  heritage^  bu$ 
as  an  example  to  the  flock ;  not  preaching  htmfeif\ 
perverting  his  facred  office  to  the  purpofes  of  ambi* 
tion  or  vatn-glorjf,  or  the  acquifition  of  wealth  ;  but 
preaching  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  and  employing  all 
his  powers  to  turn  finners  fron:>  the  error  of  their 
ways.  He  who  winmth  fouls  is  tvtfe  f .  If  it  be  wif- 
dom  to  propofe  the  nobleft  end,  the  faithful  miniftcr 
is  wife ',  the  end  at  which  he  aims,  in  fubordination 
to  the  will  and  glory  of  God,  is  the  falvation  of  fouls  ^ 
and  the  recovery  of  one  immortal  foul  to  the  favour 
and  image  of  God,  is,  and  will  at  length  be  founds 
a  greater  and*  more  important  event,  than  the  deli* 
verance  of  a  whole  kingdon\  from  flavery  or  temporal 
ruin.  If  it  be  wifdom,  to  purfue  a  right  end  by  the 
fitted:  means,  he  ^s  wife  •,  he  knows  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  to  be  the  power  of  God,  the  appointed,  the 
effe£bual,  the  only  fufficient  mean  for  accompliihing 
his  great  purpofe  ;  therefore,  however  unfafhionable 
it  may  be,  he  is  not  afhamed  of  it,  be  preaches  ity 
and  he  glories  in  it.  If  it  be  an  efFc£i  of  wifdom,^ 
not  to  be  deterred  from  the  profecution  of  a  great  and 
noble  defign,  by  the  cenfure  and  diilike  of  weak  and 
incompetent  judges,  the  faithful  minifter  is  truly 
wife.  He  loves  his  fellow-creatures,  and  would  wil- 
lingly pleafe  them  for  their  good,  but  he  cannot  fear 
them,  becaufe  he  fears  and  ferves  the  Lord.  He 
looks  forward,  with  defire,  to  the  day  of  that  folemn 
and  general  viGtation,  when  the  bhephtrd  and  Bifrop 
if  fouls  Jkall  himfelf  appear  %*  And  if  he  may  then 
fland  among  thofe  who  are  pardoned  and  accepted 
in  the  Beloved,  and  receive  the  cronvn  of  life^  which 
bis  Lord  haspromfed'toti.em  that  love  him  ||,-— tbi^^ 
thought  fully  reconciles  him  to  the  trials  of  his  fitua* 
tion  'y  and  howeveir  depreciated,  mifreprefented,  op- 
po(ed,  or  iU- treated  here^  he  can  fay,  None  of  thefi 

H   C  things: 
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things  move  me^  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  to   myfelfy 
fi  that  1  mayjinifb  my  courfe  nvith  joy^  and  the  minijiry 
ivhich  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jefus^  to  tefiify  tht 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  *. 

There  is  a  counter- part  to  thifr  chara£ler  defcribed 
m  ftrong  and  glowing   language  by  the  prophets* 
There  are  idol  (hej^erds,   who  feed  not  the  flock» 
but  thcmfelvcs  f ;  who-  neither  attempt  to  heal  the 
fick,  to  ftrengthen  the  feeble,  to  bind  up  that  which- 
is  broken,  nor  to  recover  that  which  has  been  driven 
away  ;  ihepherds  |,  who  cannot  underftand,  greedy^ 
lovers  of  gain— and  who,  by  a  change  of  metaphor^. 
are  compared  to  ilumbcring  watohmen,  and  dumb 
dogs  that  cannot  bark.     The  New  Teftament  teaches 
us  to  expe£t  (hat  fuch  perfons,  under  the  name  of 
miniftere,  will  be  found  likewife  in  the  vifible  church- 
of  Chrift  ;  men  of  corrupt  minds*t{,  deftitute  of  the 
truth,  who  ferve  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  their  own- 
belly  ;  men  who  are  of  the  world  §,  and  fpeak  of  the 
world ;  and  therefore  the  world  heareth  and  favour* 
eth  them.     But,  alas ! — neither  the  wretched  flave 
who  toils  at  the  gaUey-oar,  nor  he  that  is  doomed  to 
labour  in  a  deep  mine,  where  the  light  of  the  fun^ 
never  reaches  him,  nor  the  lunatic  who  howls  in  a. 
chain,  are  fuch  emphatical  obje&s  of  our  compai&on>. 
as  the  unhappy  man  who  proftitutes  the  name  and 
funftion  of  a  minifter  of  Chrift  to  the  gratification- 
of  his  prid^  and  avarice  \  and  whofe  obje£i  is  not  the 
welfare  of  the  flock,  but  the  pofljbf&on  of  the  fleece  y 
who  If  intrudes  into  the  poft  of  a  watchman,  but 
gives  no  alarm  of  the  impending^^  danger.    If  the 
fcriptures  be  true  %  if  the  gefpel  be  not  indeed,  as 
Pope  Leo  the  Tenth  profanely  ftyled  it,  a  lucrative 
fable ;  the  more  he  accumulates  riches,  the  more  he 
lifes  in  dignity,  the  more  his  influence  extends^  the 
more  he  is  to  be  commiferated^  He  may  have  the  reward 

he 
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he  fecks  :.He  may  be  admired  and  flattered ;  hemay» 
for  a  feafon^  be  permitted  to  withftand  and  difcoun- 
tenance  the  efforts  of  the  Lofd^s  faithful  fervants  ^  he 
may  (hine  in  the  accomplifliments  of  a  fcholar  or  a 
courtier :  But  nothing  lefs  than  repentance^  and  faith 
in  the  Redeemer,  wliofe  name  and  caufe  he  has  dif- 
honouredi  can  finally  fcreen  him  from  the  full  effeA 
of  that  terrible  denunciation — Wa  to  the  idol  Jhepherd 
that  forfaketh  (or  negle£teth)  the  flock:  The  /word 
Jbnll  he  upon  his  arm^  and  upon  his  right  eye  :  His  artnr 
/bail  be  clean  dried  upy  and  his  right  eye  Jball  be  utterly 
darkened  *• 
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Reft  for  the  Weary. 

Matt.  xi.  28. 

Ccme  unto  me^  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden^ 

and  I  loill  give  you  rejl» 

WHICH  (hall  we  admire  moil  j  the  majefty,  or 
the  grace»  confpicuous  in  this  invitation  ? 
How  foon  would  the  greateft  earthly  monarch  be  im- 
poverifhed)  and  his  treafures  utterly  exhaufted^  if  all 
that  are  poor  and  miferable  had  encouragement  to 
apply  freely  to  him,  with  a  promife  of  relief  fully 
anfwerabk  to  their  wants  and  wiflies  !  But  the  riches 
of  Chriil  are  unfearchable  and  inexhauftible.  If 
millions  of  millions  of  didreffed  (inners  feek  to  him 
for  relief)  he  has  a  fufficiency  for  them  all.  His 
mercy  is  infinite  to  pardon  all  their  fins ;  his  grace  is 
infinite  to  anfwer  and  exceed  their  utmoft  defires  \ 
his  power  is  infinite,  to  help  them  in  all  their  diffi- 
eulties.  A  number  without  number  have  been  thus 
waiting  upon  him,  from  age  to  age  j  and  not  one  of 
them  has  been  (ent  away  difappointed  and  empty* 
And  the  ftreams  of  his  bounty  are  (till  flowing,  and 
ftill  full  Thus  the  fun,  his  brightcft  material  image^ 
has  been  the  fource  of  light  to  the  earth,  and  to  all  ita 
inhabitants,  from  the  creation ;  and  will  be  equally  fi>  to 
all  fucceeding  generations,  till  time  fhall  be  no  more. 
There  is,  indeed,  an  appointed  hour  when  the  fun 
ihall  ceafe  to  (bine,  and  the  courfe  of  nature  (hall 
fail.  But  the  true  Sun,  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  % 
has  no  variablenefs  or  (hadow  oit  turning  ;  and  they 
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who  depend  upon  him  while  in  this  worI(!>  (hall  re-r 
joice  in  his  light  for  ever.  Can  we  hefitate  to  accept 
of  thefe  words,  as  affording  a  full  propf  of  the  divine 
chara£ler,  the  proper  Godhead  of  our  Lord  and  Sa* 
viour ;  fuppofing  only,  that  he  meant  what  he  faid, 
and  that  he  is  able  to  make  his  promife  good  ?  Can 
a  creature,  however  excellent  and  gloriousi  ufe  this 
language  ?  Can  a  creature  difcharge  the  debts*  footh 
tRe  diflrefTes,  and  fatisfy  the  delires  of  every  indivi-^ 
dual  who  looks  to  him  ?  Who  but  the  Lord  God  * 
can  raife  up  all  that  are  bowed  down,  and  comfort 
all  that  mourn  ! 

Again,  as  is  his  majefty,  fo  is  his  mercy.  In  a£bs  of 
grace  amongft  men  there  are  always  fome  limitations. 
If  a  king  proclaims  a  pardon  to  a  rebellious  nation> 
there  are  ftill  exceptions.  Some  ringleaders  arc  ex- 
cluded. Either  their  crimes  were  too  great  to  be  for- 
given, or  their  obftinacy  or  influence  are  fuppofed  to  be 
too  great,  to  render  their  fafety  conGftent  with  the 
fafety  of  the  ftate.  But  the  Saviour  excludes  none 
but  thof6  who  wilfuUy  exclude  themfelves.  As  no 
cafe  is  too  hard  for  his  power,  fo  no  perfon  who  ap^ 
plies  to  him  is  fhut  out  from  his  compaflion.  Him 
that  Cometh  to  hinty  whatever  his  former  charafter  or 
conduct  may  have  been,  he  tvil/  in  no  wife  c'a/i  out  f » 
This  glorious  exercife  of  fovtreign  mercy  is  no  lefs 
a  divine  attribute,  than  the  power  by  which  he  crea- 
ted the  heavens  and  the  earth.  It  is  the  coniidera- 
tion  of  his  mercy  in  pardoning  fin,  and  in  faving  fin- 
ners.  which  cauies  that  admiring  exclamation  of  the 
prophet  J   Who  is  a  (Jed  like  unto  thee  X  P 

This  paflage  (inciudmg  the  two  ioUowing  vcrfes) 
clofes  the  fird  part  of  the  <>r  itorio.  In  tracing  the 
feries  of  the  fcriptures  thus  far,  we  have  confidered 
feveral  fignal  prophecies  which  foretold  his  appear- 
ance •,  we  have  feen  their  accomplifhment  in  his  birth, 
and  have  (1  hope)  joined  with  the  heavenly  holt,  in 

afcribing 
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afcribing  glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  for  this  un- 
fpeakable  gift  and  tS^Qc  of  his  love.  We  have  learnt: 
from  the  prophets^  his  chara&erS)  as  the  great  Re- 
ftorerf  and  the  great  Shepherd,  The  Evangelift  pro« 
pofes  him  to  our  meditation  here,  in  a  gracious  and 
inviting  attitude,  as  opening  his  high  commiflion,  pro*^ 
claiming  his  own  fovtereign  authority  and  power,  and 
declaring  his  compaflionate  purpofe,  and  readinefs 
to  give  refrefhment  and  reft  to  the  weary  and  heavy 
laden. 

The  two  principal  points  in  die  text  are,^  the  Invu 
fatiofif  and  the  Promtfe^ 

L  The  Invitation^  is  exprefled  in  very  general 
terms.  Come  unto  me^  all  ye  that  labour  ana  are  heavy 
laden.  There  is  no  qualifying  or  reftraining  claufe^ 
to  difcourage  any  perfon  who  is  willing  to  accept  it. 
"Whoever  hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him  hear.  Let 
him  that  is  athirficome,  and  whc^hever  ivill^  let  him- 
take  of  the  water  of  life  freely^*  I  cannot  doubt 
but  thefe  words  authorife  me  to  addrefs  myfelf  ta 
every  perfon  in  the  aflembly.  I  fpeak  firft  to  you 
vrho  are  fpending  your  money  for  that  which  fati^eth- 
mt\\  who  ase  wearied  in  feeking  happinefs  where 
it  is  not  tp  be  found,  and  in  digging  pits^  and  hewing, 
§ut  cifiermfbr  youtjeh/es^  which  could  hold  no  water  f , 
and  have  hitherto  been  regardlefs  of  the  fountain  of  li^ 
ving  waters^  which  is  always  near  you%  While  you  are 
purfuing  the  wealth  or  honours  of  this  worlds  or 
wading  your  time  and  ftrength  in  the  indulgence  of 
fenfual^  appetites,  and  look  no  higher,  are  you,  in- 
deed, happy  and  fatisfied?  Do  you  find  the  paths  ia 
which  you  are  led,  or*  rather  hurried  and  driven  on> 
to  be  the  patbi^f  pkajantnefs  and  peace  [|  ?  With  what 
face  can  you  charge  the  proieflbrs  of  religion  with 
hypocrify,  if  you  pretend  to  fatisfadiion  in  thefe  ways  ?' 
We  have  trodden  them  far  enough  ourlelves>  to  be- 

afluredii 
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aflUrcd  that  there  are  feelings  in  your  heart  which 
eontradid);  your  aflertion.     You  know  that  you  are 
not  happy»  and  we  know  it  tikewifev     Are  you  quite 
ftrangers  to  a  fecret  wifh^  that  you  had  never  been 
born  ?  or  that  yoa  could  change  condition  with  fome 
ef  the  brute  ereation  ?  Are  ym  not  heavy  iaden\  bur« 
dened  with  guilty  and  fearsj  and  forebodings;  ha« 
rafled  with  crofles,  difappointments,  and  mortifica« 
tions  ?  Are  you  not  often,  at  leaft  fometimesi  like 
children  in  the  dark,  afraid  of  being  alone  \  unable 
to  fupport  the  reflediion^  which  a^e  forced^upon  you 
in  a  folitary  hour,  when  you  have  nothing  to  amufe 
you  ?  And  while  you  iecm  fo  alert,  and  upon^  the 
wing*   after  every  kind   of  diiBpatton  within  your 
Teach,  tsnota  chief  motive  that  impels  you»  a  defire^ 
if  poflible,  of  biding  yourfelves  from  yourfelvesi  and 
fif  calling  off  your  attention  from  thofe  thoughts) 
which,  like  vultures,  are  ready  to  feize  you,  and  prey 
upon  you,  the  moment  they  find  you  unemployed  I 
And  how  often  do  your  poor  expedients  fail  you, 
efpecially  in  a  time  of  trouble,  or  on  a  fick-bed  ? 
What  comfort  does,  the  world  afford  you  then  ?  What 
relief  da  you  then  derive  fron^  tiK  companions  of 
your  vain  aiut  gay- hours  I  Moft  probably,  at  foch  » 
•feafon,  they  ftand  aloof  from  you^    the   houfe  of 
mourning,  or  the  chamber  of  ficknefs,  are  no  lefs  un« 
plbafing  to  them  than  to  yourfelf.     They  do  not 
chufe  the  pain  of  being  reminded,  by  a  fight  of  your 
diftrefs,  how  (bon^  the  cafe  may  be  their  own.     Of» 
if  they  vifit  you,  you  find  them  miferable  comfortera. 
But  I  have  to  fpeat  to  you  of  one  who  is  able  to  com- 
fort you,  in  all  feafons,.  and  under  all  circumftances  ^ 
whofe  favour  is  better  than  life.     And  will  you  (liU 
fefufe  to  hear  his  voice  I  What  hard  thing  does  the 
Lord  require  of  you  ?  Only  to  come  to  him,  for  that 
peace  and  reft   to  which  you  have  hitherto  beea 
ftrangers.     But  though  you  are  invited,  I  know  that 
fi£  yourfelves  you  wUl  not  come  \  you  will  not^  and 

therefore^ 
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therefore,  you  cannot.  Be  aflured,  however,  the 
invitation  does  not  mock  you ;  and  if  you  finally  re- 
fufe  it,  the  fault  will  lie  at  your  own  doors.  But 
may  I  not  hope  you  will  rcfufe  no  longer  ?  The 
preaching  of  the.  gofpel  is  his  appointment,  and  has  a 
great  eiFe£i:,  when  accompanied  with  the  energy  of 
his  Holy  Spirit,  to  make  a  nmlVtrig  people  in  the  day  of 
his  power. 

There  are  others,  however,  to  whom  this  invita* 
tion  fpeaks  more  directly.  The  convinced  (inner  is 
heavy  ladefi  with  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  vuearied  with 
inefTedual  ftrivings  againft  it.  He  is  weary  of  the 
yoke  and  burden  of  the  law,  when  he  can  neither 
anfwer  its  commands  with  cheerful  and  acceptable 
obedience,  nor  fee  any  way  of  efcaping  the  penalty 
which  is  due  to  tranfgrefibrs.  He  fighs  earneftly  and 
anxioufly  for  pardon  and  liberty.  If  he  has  an  in-* 
terval  of  comparative  peace  and  hope,  it  is  more  de- 
rived from  fomc  occafional  fervour  and  livelinefs  in 
the  frame  of  his  fpirit,  than  from  tht  exercife  of 
faith ;  and  therefore,  as  that  fervour  abates,  (and  it 
will  not  always  remain  at  the  fame  height),  his  fears 
return.  If  in  fuch  a  favoured  moment  he  feels  little 
folicitation  or  trouble  from  the  evil  propenfities  of 
his  heart,  he  is  willing  to  hope  they  are  fubdued^  and 
that  they  will  trouble  him  no  more  -,  but  his  triumph 
is  fhort,  the  next  return  of  temptation  revives  all  his 
difficulties,  and  he  is  again  brought  into  bondage* 
For  nothing  but  the  knowledge  of  the  Saviour,  and 
the  fuppiies  of  his  Spirit,  can  give  (table  peace  t<y 
the  mind,  or  vidioty  over  fin.  A  repetition  of  thefe 
difappointments  and  changes  fixes  a  heavy  burden 
and  diftrefs  upon  the  mind.  But  here  is  help  pro** 
vided  exaAly  fuitable  to  the  cafe  Comply  with  this 
invitation.  Come  to  him,  and  he  will  furely  give  you 
reji. 

But  what  is  it  to  come  to  Chrij-  ?  It  is,  to  believe 
in  him,  to  apply  to  him,  to  make  his  invitation  and 
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promife  our  ground  and -warrant  for  putting  out 
trud  in  him  On  another  occafiony  he  faidt  He  that 
Cometh  to  me  Jbal  never  hunger  ^  and  be  that  believetb 
in  me  Jhall  never  thtfji  *.  The  expreffions  are  of 
the  fame  import.  Wiien  Ik  was  upon  earth,  many 
vinio  came  to  iiim,  and  even  followed  him  for  a  fea* 
fon,  received  no  faving  benefit  from  him.  Some 
came  to  him  from  motives  of  malice  and  ill-will,  to 
enfnare  or  infult  him.  Some  followed  him  for  loaves 
and  fifhes  ;  and  of  offaers,  who  were  frequently  near 
him,  he  complained,  Te  nvtli  not  come  unto  me^  that 
ye  may  have  iife\.  But  thejr  who  were  diltrefTed, 
and  came  to  him  for  relief,  were  not  difappointed. 
7b  come  to  him,  therefore,  implies  a  knowledge  of  his 
power,  and  an  application  for  his  help.  To  us  he  is 
not  visible,  but  he  is  always  near  us ;  and  as  he  ap- 
pointed his  difciples  to  meet  him  in  Galilee  j:  previ-* 
ous  to  his  afcenfion,  fo  he  has  promifed  to  be  found 
of  thofewho  feek  him,  and  wait  for  him,  in  certain 
means  of  his  own  inftitution.  He  is  feated  upon  a 
throne  of  grace ;  he  is  to  be  fought  in  his  word,  and 
where  his  people  afiemble  in  his  name,  for  he  has 
faid,  There  tutU  I  be  in  the  nud/l  of  them  Q.  They 
therefore  who  read,  his  word,  frequent  his  ordinan* 
ces,  and  pray  unto  him,  with  a  defire  that  they  may 
know  him,  and  be  remembered  with  the  favour  which 
be  beareib  to  his  own  people  $,  anfwtr  the  defign  of 
my  text.  They  come  to  him,  and  he  aiTures  them, 
that  whoever  they  are,  he  will  in  no  wife  caft  them 
out.  If  they  thus  come  to  him,  they  will  of  courfe 
come  out  from  the  world  and  be  feparate  •*.  If  they 
apply  to  him  for  refuge,  they  will  .renounce  all  other 
refuge  and  dependence,  and  truit  in  him  alone  \  ac* 
cording  to  the  words  of  the  prophet,  Afshur  Jball 
not  fave  us,  we  will  not  ride  upon  horfes,  neither  will 
we  fay  any  more  to  the  works  of  our  bands,    Te  are- 

our 
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$ur  godt^  fir  in  thie  the  fitherlefs  (the  helplefs  and 
comfordefs)  findeth  mercy  *• 

II,  The  promife  is,  /  will  give  you  reft\.  The. 
word  (igiiifics  both  reft  and  refreibment.  He  gtvea* 
a  relief  and  ceiTation  f fo»  former  labour  and  bond- 
age, and  fuperadds  a  peace,  a  joy,  a  comfort,  which 
revives  the  weary  fpirit,  and  proves  itfelf  to  be  that, 
very  fatisfa&ion  which  the  foal  had  been  ignorantly^ 
and  in  vain  feeking  amongfl.  the  creatures  and  the  ob- 
jeda  of  fenfc.  • 

This  re/l  includes  a  freedom  from  the  forebodings 
and  diftref&ng  acculaticHis-  of  a  guilty  confcience  ;. 
from  the  long  and  f ruitlefs  ftruggle  between  the  will 
and  the  judgment;  from  the  condemning  power  o£ 
the  law  'y  from  the  tyranny  of  irregular  and  incon- 
iiftent  appetites  i  and  from  the  dominion  of  pride, 
and  feU>  which  make  us  unhappy  in  durfelves>  and 
hated  and  defpifed  by  others :  A  freedom  likewife 
from  the  cares  and  anxieties^  which,  in  fuch  an  un- 
certain world  as  this,  difquiet  the  minds  of  thoic: 
who  have  no  folid  fcriptural  dependence  upon  God^ 
and  efpecially  a  freedom  from  the  dread  of  death, 
and  of  the  things  which  are  beyond  it.  In  thefe 
and  other  refpe&s,  the  believer  in  Jefus  enters  into 
a  prefent  reft.  He  is  under  the  guidance  of  infinite 
wifdom,.  and  the  prote£tion  of  llmighty  power ;  he 
is  permitted  to  ^  all  bis  cares  upen  the  LordX^  and 
is  aiTured  that  the  Lord  carethfor  him.  So  far  as  he 
poifeiies  by  faith  the  fpirit  and  liberty  of  his  high 
calling,  he  is  m  perfeA  peace.  The  Prophet  Jere- 
miah has  given  a  beautiful  defcrtption  and  illuftra- 
tion  of  this  reft  of  a  believer  ||  \  which  is  rendered 
more  ftriking,.  by  being  contrafted  with  the  miferable 
fiate  of  thofe  who  live  without  God  in  the  world. 
Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Curfed  is  the  man  that  truftetb 
ifi  man,  and  maketh  fiejh  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  de^ 

parteth 
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parteth  from  the  Lord*     For  he  /hall  be  like  the  heath 

in  the  defert^  and  /bckll  not  fee  when  good  cometb^  but 

Jball  inhabit  the  parched  places  of  the  wildemefs ^  in  a 

fait  land  not  inhabited.     But  Blejfed  is  the  tnan  that 

trufleth  tn  the  Lordy  and  whofe  hope  the  Lord  is  ;  for 

be  /ball  be  as  a  tree  planted  by  the  waters f  and  that 

fpreadeth  out  her  roots  by  the  nv^^r,  and  fball  not  fee 

nvhen  the  heat  cometb ,-  but  her  leaf  Ihall  be  green^  and 

Jball  not  be  careful  in  the  year  of  droughty  neither  fball 

ceafe  from  yielding  fruit. 

But  beiides  refi^  there  is  refrefbment.    There  arc 
pleafares  and  coafolations   ia   that   iotercourfe  and 
communion  with  God  to  which  we  are  invited  by 
the  gofpel,  which)  both  in  kind  and  degree,  are  un* 
fpea^abiy  fuperior  to  all  that  the  world  can  beitowy 
and  fuch  as  the  world  cannot  depiive  us  of  ^   for 
they  hdiwt  no  neceflary  dependance  upon-  aatwar4 
fituation  or  circumilances  ^  they  are  compatible  with 
poverty,   (icknefs,   and   fuiferings.      They  are  often 
xoQ^  fenfroly  fwcet  and  lively,  when  the  ftreams  of 
creature-comfort  are  at  the  lowed  ebb.     Many  have 
been  able  to  fay  with  the  apoftle,  As  the  fufferings  of 
Christ  (thole  which  we  endure  for  his  fake,  or  fub* 
mit  to  from  his  hand)  abound  in  uSy  fo  our  confol^tion 
in  Christ   alfo  aboundeth  *.     The   aU-fufficient  God 
can  increafe  thefe  communications  of  comfort  from 
himfelf,    to  a  degree  beyond  our   ordinary  concep- 
tions,  £:>  as  not  only  to  fupport  his  people  under  the 
mod  exquifite  pains,  but  even  to  fufpend  and  over- 
power all  fenfe  of  pain„  when  the  torment  would 
otherwife  be  extreme.     And  he  has  fometimes  been 
pleafed  to  honour  the  fidelity  of  his  fervants,  and  to 
manifeft  his  own  faithfulnefs  to  them  by  fuch  an 
interpo(ition.    One  weil-attefted   inflance  our  own 
martyrology  afibrds,  that  of  Mr  Bainham,  who  fuf- 
fered  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary.     When  he  was 
in  the  fire,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  his  perfecutors  to 

this 
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this  cffe£i  :  «  You  call  for  miracles  in  proof  of  our 
dodrine,  now  behold  one  ;  I  feel  no  more  pain 
from  thefe  flames  than  if  I  was  laid  upon  a  bed  of 
rofes."  But  in  ordmary  cafes,  and  in  all  cafes,  they 
who  taide  how  good  the  Lord  is  to  them  that  feek 
him,  how  he  cheers  them  with  the  light  of  his  coun* 
tenance.  and  what  fupports  he  afibrds  them  in  the 
hour  of  need,  can  without  regret  part  with  the 
poor  perifhing  pleafures  of  fin,  and  encounter  all  the 
difficulties  they  meet  with  in  the  path  of  duty* 
Whatever  their  profeffion  of  his  name,  and  their 
attachment  to  his  caufe,  may  have  coft  them,  they 
will  acknowledge  that  it  has  made  them  ample 
amends. 

Come  therefore  unto  him,  venture  upon  his  gra- 
cious wordy  and  you  (hall  find  reft  for  your  fouls  f 
Can  the  world  outbid  this  gracious  offer  ?  Can  the 
world  promife  to  give  you  reft,  when  you  are  bur- 
dened with  trouble  ?  when  your  cifterns  fail,  and 
your  gourds  wither?  or  when  you  are  terrified 
with  the  approach  of  death,  when  your  pulfe  inter- 
mits, when  you  are  about  to  take  a  final  farewel  of 
all  you  ever  faw  with  your  eyes,  and  an  awful,  un- 
known, untried,  unchangeable  eternity  is  opening 
upon  your  view?  Such  a  moment  moft  certainly 
awaits  you ;  and  when  it  arrives,  if  you  die  in  your 
fenfes,  and  are  not  judicially  given  up  to  hardnefs 
and  blindnefs  of  heart,  you  will  afiuredly  tremble,  if 
you '  never  trembled  before.  Oh !  be  perfuaded ; 
may  the  Lord  himfelf  perfuade  you  to  be  timely  wife, 
to  fcek  him  now  while  he  may  be  found,  to  call  up- 
on him  while  he  is  yet  near;  left  that  dreadful 
'  threatening  ihould  be  your  portion  :  Becaufe  I  have 
called^  and  ye  refufed^  I  have  Jlretched  out  my  hand 
and  no  man  regarded  s  I  alfo  nvill  laugh  at  your  ca^ 
/amity  f  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometb,  *. 

*  Prov.  u  24,  a6« 
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Meffiah's  Eafy  Yoke. 

Matt.  xi.  ap,  30. 

^ate  my  yoke  t^on  you^  and  learn  of  me^  for  I  am  meek 
and  lowly  tn  heart ;  and  yefballfind  refl  to  yourfouU* 
For  my  yoke  is  eafy^  and  my  burdtn  is  light. 

THOUGH  the  influence  of  education  and  ex- 
ample may  difpofe  us  to  acknowledge  the  gof- 
pei  to  be  a  revelation  from  God^  it  can  only  be 
xi^iXy  underftood,  or  duly  prized,  by  thofe  perfont 
who  feel  themfelves  in  the  circumftances  of  diilreis 
which  it  is  deligned  to  relieve.  No  Ifraelite  would 
think  of  fleeing  to  a  city  of  refuge  *,  tilU  by  having 
unwittingly  flain  a  man,  he  was  expofed  to  the  re* 
fentment  of  the  next  of  kin,  the  legal  avenger  of 
blood  $  but  then,  a  fenfe  of  his-  danger  would  in- 
duce him  readily  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  appointed 
method  of  fafcty.  The  flcill  of  a  phyiician  may  be 
acknowledged,  in  general  terms,  by  many  \  but  he 
18  applied  to  only  by  the  fick  f .  Thus  our  Saviour's 
gracious  invitation  to  come  to  him  tor  reil,  will  be 
little  regarded,  till  we  really  led  ourlelves  weary 
and  heavy  laden.  This  is  a  principal  reafon  why 
'  the^ofpel  is  heard  with  fo  much  indiflerence.  For 
though  fin  be  a  grievous  illuefsy  and  a  hard  bond- 
age, yet  one  effect  of  it  is,  a  ftrange  ilupidity  and 
infatuation,  which  renders  us  (like  a  peribn  in  a  de- 
lirium) infenflble  of  our  true  itatc«  It  is  a  happy 
time,  when  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  his  convincing 
power,  removes  that  (lupor,  which,  while  it  pre- 
vents 
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vents  us  from  fully  perceiving  our  mifery,  renders 
lis  likcwife  indifferent  to  the  only  mean  of  deliver- 
ance. Such  a  convi£lion  of  the  guilt  and  defert  of  ^ 
Cn,  is  the  firft  liopeful  fylnpton  in  a  finner's  cafe ; 
but  it  is  neceflarily  painful  and  diftreffing.  It  is  not 
pleafant  to  be  weary  and  heavy  laden ;  but  it  awa-- 
kens  our  attention  to  him  who  fays^  Come  unto  tne^ 
and  I  wiU  give  you  fefty  and  makes  us  willing  to  take 
his  yoke  upon  us. 

Oxen  are  yoked  to  labour.  From  hence  the  j^oh 
is  a  figurative  expreffion  to  denote  fervitude.  Our 
Lord  feems  to  ufe  it  here,  both  to  intimate  our  na- 
tural prejudices  againft  his  fervice,  and  to  obviate 
them.  Though  he  fubmitted  to  fufierings,  reproach, 
and  death  for  our  fakes ;  though  he  invites  us,  not 
becaufe  he  has  need  of  us,  but  becaufe  we  have  need 
of  him.  and  cannot  be  happy  without  him  i  yet  our 
ungrateful  hearts  think  unkindly  of  him.  We  con- 
ceive of  him  as  a  hard  mafter  \  and  fuppofe,  that  if 
we  engage  ourfclves  to  him,  we  muft  bid  farewell  to 
pleafinre,  and  live  under  a  continual  rejdraint.  His 
rule  is  deemed  too  ilriA,  his  laws  too  fevere ;  and 
we  imagine,  that  we  could  be  more  happy  upon  cur 
own  plans,  than  by  acceding  to  his.  Such  unjuft, 
unfriendly)  and  difhonourable  thoughts  of  him,  whofe 
heart  is  full  of  tendernefs,  whofe  bowels  melt  with 
love,  are  ftrong  proofs  of  our  bafenefiB,  blindnefs, 
and  depravity ;  yet  ilill  he  continues  his  invitation. 
Come  unto  tnt — :As  if  he  had  faid,  "  Be  not  afraid  of 
me.  Only  make  the  experiment,  and  you  ihall  find, 
that  what  you  have  accounted  my  yoke  is  true  liber- 
ty ;  and  that  in  my  fervice^  which  you  have  avoided 
as  burdenlcme,  there  is  no  burden  at  all ;  /or  my 
11  ay  are  nvays  oj  pleajantnejs^  and  all  ny  paths  are 
fecce/*  I  have  a  good  hope,  that  many  of  my  hear- 
ers can  teftify,  from  their  own  happy  experience, 
that  (according  to  the  beautiful  expreilion  in  our  li- 
turgy) his  fervice  is  perfcfl  freedom. 

If 
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If  wc  are  really  Chriftians^  Jcfus  is  our  Mafter, 
-our  Lord,  and  we  are  his  fervants.     It  is  in  vain  to 
call  him  Lord^  Lord  *,  unlefs  wc  keep  his  command- 
ments.    They  who  know  him  will  love  him ;  and 
-they  who  love  him  will  defire  to  pleafe  him,  not  by  a 
<:ourfe  of  fervice  of  their  own  devifing,  but  by  accept- 
ing his  revealed  will  as  the  ftandard  and  rule,  to  eve« 
ry  part  of  which  they  endeavour  to  conform  in  their 
tempers  and  in  their  conduft.     He  i^  likewife  our 
Mafter  in  another  fenfe,   that  is,  he  is  our    great 
Teacher  J  if  we  fubmit  to  him  as  fuch,  wc  are  his 
difciples  or  frholars.     We  xannot  ferve  him  accept- 
ably, unlefs  we  are  taught  by  him.     The  philofo- 
phers  of  old  had  their  difciples,  who  imbibed  their 
ientiments,   and   were   therefore   called   after  their 
names,    as  the  Pythagoreans  and  Platonifts,   from 
Pythagoras  and  Plato.     The  general  name  of  Chrif- 
tians,  which  was  firft  aiTumed  by  the  believers  at 
Antiochf,  (poffibly  by  divine  dircftion),    intimates 
that  they  are  the  profefled  difciples  of  Chriil.     If 
we  wifli  to  be  truly  wife,  to  be  wrfe  unto  falvation, 
we  muft  apply  to  him.     For  in  this  fcnfe,  the  dif^ 
,   eiple  ox  fcholar  cannot  be  above  hts  Mqjler%,     We  can 
learn  of  men  no  more  than  they  can  teach  us.     But 
he  fays,  Learn  of  me:;  and  he  cautions  us  againft 
calling  any  one  Mafter  upon  earth.     He  does,  in- 
deed, inftrudi  his  people  by  minifters  and  inftru- 
ments ;  but  unlefs  he  is  pleafed  to  fupera^ld  his  in- 
fluence,  what  we  feem  to  learn  from  them  only, 
will  profit  us  but  little.     Nor  are  the  beft  of  them  fo 
thoroughly  furniftied,  nor  fo  free  from  miftake,  as 
to  deferve  our  implidt  confidence.     But  they  whom, 
i^rcondefcends  to  teach,  fliall  learn  what  no  inftruc- 
tion,  merely  human,  can  impart.     Let  us  confider 
the  peculiar,  the  unfpeakable  advantages  of  being  his 

Ccholars. 

I.  In 
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1.  Inthefirft  place,  this  great  Teacher  can  givt 
the  capacity  requifite  to  the  reception  of  his  fubiime 
inftrudions.  There  is  no  profpeji  of  excelling  in 
human  arts  and  fciences,  without  a  previous  natural 
ability,  fuited  to  the  (ubjed.  Fur  inflance,  if  a  per- 
fon  has  not  an  ear  and  tafte  for  mufic,  he  will  m;^ke 
but  fmall  proficiency  under  the  beil  mailers.  It  will 
be  the  fame  with  refped  to  the  mathematics,  or  any 
branch  of  fcience.  A  fkilful  maiter  may  improve 
and  inform  the  fcholar,  if  he  be  rightly  difpofed  to 
learn,  but  he  cannot  communicate  .the  diipoiition* 
But  Jefus  can  open  and  enliven  the  dulled  mind  \  he 
teaches  the  b)ind  to  fee,  and  the  deaf  to  hear.  By 
nature  we  are  untrafiable,  and  incapable  of  relifhing 
divine  truth,  however  advantageoufly  pr«pofed  to  us 
by  men  like  ourfelves.  But  happy  are  his  fcholars  ! 
he  enables  them  to  furmount  all  difficulties.  He 
takes  away  the  heart  of  (tone,  lubdues  the  mo(l  ob- 
ftinate  prejudices,  enlightens  the  dark  underftanding, 
and  infpires  a  genius  and  a  tafte  for  the  fubiime  and 
interefting  Icil'ons  he  propofes  to  them.  In  this  re- 
fped,  as  in  every  other,  there  is  none  teacheth  like 
bim  *• 

2.  He  teacheth  tie  rm/l  itnportant  things*  The 
fubjeds  of  human  fcience  are  comparatively  trivial 
and  infignificant.  We  may  be  fafely  ignorant  of 
them  all.  And  we  may  acquire  the  knowledge  of 
them  all,  without  being  wiler  or  better,  with  re- 
'fpe£l  to  the  concernments  of  our  true  happinefs. 
Experience  and  obfervation  abundantly  confirm  the 
remark  of  Solomon,  'I  hat  he  who  incnafeth  knoW" 
ledge  tncreafeth  Jorrow.  2"/^  eye  u  twt  fatisfied  with 
feeing^  nor  the  ear  with  hearing -^      Unlefs  the  heart 

be  feafoned  and  fanfbified  by  grace,  the  fum-total 
of  all  other  acquifitions  is  but  vanity  and  vexation 
9ffpirit\.  Human  learning  will  neither  iuppoit  the 
mind  under  trouble,  nor  weaken  its  attachment  to 

worldly 
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worldly  things,  nor  controul  its  impetuous  paflions, 
nor  overcome  the  fear  of  death.  The  confcffion  of 
the  learned  Grotius,  tqv'ards  the  clofe  of  a  life  fpenf 

I  in  literary  purfuits,  is  nuich  more  generally  known 
than  properly  attended  to.  He  had  defcrvedly  a 
great  name  and  reputation  as  a  fcholar;  but  his 
own  re'fledion  upon  the  refult  of  his  labours  ex« 
preflea  what  he  learnt,  not  from  his  books  and  or« 
dinary  courfe  of  ftud'iesu  but  from  the  Teacher  I 

s^  am  comme{»ding  to  you.     He  lived  to  leave  this  tef- 

timony  for  the  admonition  of  the  learned,  or  to  this 

efife£t:    Ah^  vitam  ptorfus  perdidi  nihil  agendo  lcAo» 

*  riofe.     "  Alas !  I  l^ave  wafted  my  whole  life  in  ta- 

kit^  much  pains  to  no  purpofe/'     ^ut  Jefus  nmkes 

%hi3  fcholars  wife  unto  eternal  life,  and  reveals  that 
knowledge  to  babes,,  to  perfons  of  weak  and  confined 
abilities,  of  which  the  wifdom  of  the  world  can  form 
no  idea. 

3.  Other  tcachfers,  as  I  hav^^  already  hinted,  can 
only  inform  the  head;  h\xt  his  inftru£l:ions  influence 
the  heart,  Mor^il  pltilofophers,  as  they  are  called. 
^ound  in  fine  words  and  plaufible  fpeeches,  con- 
cerning the  beauty  of  virtue,  the  fitnefs  of  things^ 

^temperance,  benevolence,  and  equity  ;  and '  their 
fcholars  learn  to-t^k  after  them.  But  their  fine 
a^id  admired  fentiments  are  mere  empty  •  notions^ 
deftitute  of  fife  and  efEcaipy,   and  frequently  leave 

^them  as  .much  under  the  tyranny  of  pride,  pafiion^ 
fenfuality,  envy,  and  malice,  #s  any  of  the  vulgar 
wfcom  they  def^ife  for  their  ignorance.  It  is  well 
known,  to  tLe  difgrace  of  the  morality  which  the 
world  applauds,  that  fome  of  th^r  moft  admired  fen- 
timentai  writers  and  teachers  have  deferved  to  be 
numbered  among  the  moft  abandoned  and  defpi- 
cable  of  mankind.  They  have  been  flaves  to  the  ba- 
feft  and^Aoft  di^aSing  appetites,  and  the  tenor  of 
their  lives  has  been  a  marked  contradiftion  tOr  their 
fine-fpun^heories.  But  Jefus  Chrift  efieftually  teaches 
Vol.  I.  I  biR 


his  difciples  to  forfake  and  abhor  whatever  is  cbn* 
trary  to  re£fcitude  or  purity ;  and  infpires  them  with 
love,  power)  and  a  found  mind.     And  if  jthey  d^ 
not  talk  of  great  things^  th€y  are  enabled  to  perform  « 
them.     Their  lives  are  exemplary  and  ufeful,  their  ^ 
deaths  comfortablei  and  their  memory  is  precious. 

4.  The  difciples  of  Jefus  arcj  or  may  be;  always 
learning.     His  providence  and  wifdom  have  fo  dif- 
pofed  thingSs  in  fubferviency  to  the  purpofes  of  his 
grace,   that  the  whole  world  around  them  Is  as  a.^ 
great  fchool,   and  the    events  of   every'^day,   with 
which  they  are  connedied,  have  a  tendency  and  fuit-* 
ablenefs,  if  rightly  improved,  to  promote  their  in* 
ftru^ion.    Heavenly  leflbns  are  taught  and  illustra- 
ted by  earthly  obje^s  ;  nor  are  we  capable  "^of  un-^ 
derftanding  them  at  prefent,  unlefs  the  mode  of  in- 
ftru&ion  be  thus  accommodated  to  our  j^tuation  and 
weaknefs.    The  fcripture  *  points  out  to  us  a  won- 
derful and  beautiful  analogy  between  the  outward 
vifible  world  of  nature,  and  that  fpiritual  {late  which 
is  called  the  kingdom  of  God}  the  former  is  fikea 
^ook  written  in  cypher,  to  which  the  fcripture  is  tl\e 
key,   which  when  we  obtain,  we  have  the  other 
opened  to  us.     Thus,  wherever  they  look,  fome  ob» 
je£b  prefents  itfelf,  wiiich  is  adapted,  either  to  lead 
their  thoughts  diredtly  to  Jefus,  or  to  explahi^or   * 
x:Dnfirm  fome  pafTage  in  his  word.     ScQ  likewife,  the 
incidents*  of  human  life;  the  charad^ers  we^know. 
the  convcrfation  we  hear,  the  viciffitudes  which  take 
pl^e  in  families,  cities,  and  nationSf  in  a  woid,  fhe 
pGCUtrences  which  furnifli  the  hiftory  of  every  day, 
afford  a  perpetual  commentary  on  what  the  fcrip- 
tures  teach  concerning  the  heart  of  man^nd    the 
date  of  the  world,  as  Aibjedl  to  vanity,  and  lying  in  . 
wickednefs;  and  thereby  the  great  truths  which  it. 
behoves  as  to  underftand  and  ^enyembe%  are  more 
repeatedly  and  forcibly  exhibited  before  dur  eyes, 

ai^d 

•.John  m  ia>  -        '^ 


•k 


Scr.  15.  MeffiaWs  Eafy  Yoke.  l^\ 

and  brought  home  to  our  bofomg.    tt  is  the  peculiar 
advantage  of  the  difctples  of  Chrift»  that  their  lefTons 
^'arq  always  before  tbem>  and  their  Mafter  always  with 
them. 

5.  Men  who  are  otherwifc  competently  qualified 
for  teaching  in  the  branches  of  (cience  they  profefs> 
often  difcourage  and  intimidate  their  fcholars,  by 
the  impatience,  aufterity,  and  diftance  of  their  man- 
ner. They  fail  in  that  condefcenfion  and  gentlenefs 
which  ^re  necefiary  to  "engage  the  attention  and  af- 
/e£l:ion  of  the  timid  and  the  volatile,  or  gradually 
to  foften  and  to  (hame  the  perverfe.  Even  Mofes, 
though  eminent  for  his  forbearance  towards  the  obf* 
tinate  j>eople  committed  to  his  care,  and  though  he 
loved  them,  and  longed  for  their  welfare,  was,  at 
times,  almoft  wearied  by  them  *•  But  Jefus^  who 
knows  before- hand  the  weaknefs,  the  dulnefs,  and 

f  the  refradorinefs  of  thofe  whom  he  deigns  to  teach, 
to  prevent  their  fears,  is  pleafed  to  fay,  Learn  ef 
me^or  I  am  meek  and  lonvly.  With  what  meeknefs 
did  he  converfe  among  his  difciples,  while  he  was  ^ 
with  them  upon  earth?  He  allowed  them  at  all 
times  a  gracious  freedom  of  accefs.  He  bore  with 
their  miftakes,  reproved  and  corrected  them  witk 
the  greateft  mildnefs,  and  taught  them  as  they  were  * 
able  to  bear,  with  a  kind  accommodation  to  their 
prejudices;  leading  them  on  ftcp  by  ftep,  and 
waiting  for  the  prpper  teafon  of  unfoldii^  to  thesi 
thofe  more  di£Scuk  points,  which,  for  a  time,  ap- 
peared tc#  them  to  be  hard  fayiifgs.  And  though  he 
be  now  exaked  upon  his  glorious  throne  and  clothed 
with  majefty,  ftill  his  heait  is  made  of  tendernefs, 
and  his  compaffions  ftill  abound.  We  are  ftill  di- 
re&ed  to  $hink  of  him,  not  as  one  who  cannot  be 
touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but  as  ex-- 

•    ercifing  the  fame'patience  and  fyn^athy  to\prds  his 
difciples  now,  which  fo  fignally  marked  his  charac- 
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ter  during  his  flatc  of  humiliation.  The  compliment 
of  the  orator  to  a  Roman  emperor,  though  cxceffive 
and  abfurd  when  addrefled  to  a  finful  worm,  That  •- 
they  who  durft  fpeak  to  him  were  ignorant  of  his 
greatnefs,  and  they  who  durft  not  were  equally  igno- 
rant of  his  goodnefs,  is  a  juft  and  literal  truth,  if 
applied  to  our  meek  and  gracious  Saviour.,    If  we 

^duly  confider  his  greatnefs  alone,  it  feems  alnioft  pre- 
fumption  in  fuch  creatures  as  we  ar^,  to  dare  to  take 
his  holy  name  upon  our  pollufef  d  lips ;  but  then,  if 
we  have  a  proportionable  fcnfe  of  his  unbounded 
goodnefs  and  grace,  every  difficulty  is  over-ruled,"* 
and  we  feel  a  liberty  of  drawing  near  to  him,  though 
with  reverence,  yet  with  the  confidence  of  children 
when  they  fpcak  to  an  afFeftionate  parent.        * 

A  perfon  may  be  meehy  though  in  an  elevated  fitua- 
tion  of  life  \  but  Jefus  was  likewife  kiuly.  There 
was  nothing  in  his  external  appearance  to  intimidate 
the  poor  and  the  miferable  from  coming  to  him.  He 
was  lowly  or  humble.  Cuftom,  which  fixes  the 
force  and  acceptation  of  words,  will  not  readily  al- 
low us  to  fpeak  of  humility  as  applicable  to  the  great 
God.  Yet  it  is  faid,  He  humbleth  himfetf  to  behold 
the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and  in  earth  *.     Humili* 

^ty,  in  ftriftncfs  of  fpeech,  is  an  attribute  of  mag- 
nanimity ;  an  indifference  to  the  little  diftinflions 
by  which  weak  and  vulgar  minds  are  afle£ted.  In 
the  view  of  the  high  and  holy  One  ivho  inhahiteih  eter^ 
nity  f ,  all  diftinftions  that  can  obtain  among  crea- 
tures vanifh  \  and  he  humbles  himfelf  no  |efs  to  no- 
tice the  worfliip  of  an  angel,  than  the  fall  of  a  fpar- 
row  to  the  ground.  Bu^  we  more  ufually  exprefs 
this  idea  by  the  term  condefcenfwn.  Such  was  the 
mind  that  was  in  Chrift:}:.  It  belonged  to  his  digni- 
ty, as  Lord  of  all,  to  look  with  an  equal  eye  upon 
all  his   creatures.    None   could  r^ommend  them- 

felvcs 
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felres  to  him  by  their  rank,  wealth,  or  abilities,  the 
gifts  of  his  own  bounty ;  none  were  excluded  from 
his  regard,  by  the  want  of  thofe  things  which  are  in 
cftixnation  among  men.  And  to  ftain  the  pride  of 
human  glory,  he  was  pleafed  to  aflame  an  humble 
date.  Though  he  luas  ricb^  be  made  himfelf  poor  *, 
for  the  fake  of  thofe  whom  he  came  into  the  world 
to  fave.  In  this  rcfpedl  he  teaches  us  by  his  example. 
He  tool  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant  \i  a  poor  and  ob- 
fcure  man,  to  abafe  our  pride,  to  cure  us  of  felfifli- 
nefs,  and  to  reconcile  us  to  the  crofs. 

The  happy  tStOt  of  bis  inftruftions  upon  thofe 
who  receive  them,  is,  Reft  to  their  fouls.  This  has 
been  fpoken  to  before ;  but  as  it  is  repeated  in  the 
text,  I  (hall  not  entirely  pafs  it  over  here.  He  gives 
reft  to  cur  fouls, — ^By  reftoring  us  to  our  proper 
ftate  jof  dependence  upon  God ;  a  ftate  of  reconcili- 
ation and  peace,  and  deliverance  from  guilt  and 
fear  \  a  ftate  of  fubjeAion ;  for  till  our  wills  are  duly 
fubjefted  to  the  will  of  God,  we  can  have  no  reft — ► 
By  ihe wing  us  the  vanity  of  the  world,  and  thereby 
putting  an  end  to  our  wearifome  defires  and  purfuits 
after  things  uncertain,  frequently  unattainable,  al- 
ways unfatisfying— By  a  communication  of  fublimer 
pleafures  and  hopes  than  the  prefent  ftate  of  things 
can  poffibly  afford — And  laftly,  by  furniihing  us  with 
thofe  aids,  motives,  and  encouragements,  which  make 
our  duty  de Arable,  practicable,  and  pleafant. 

How  truly  then  may  it  be  faid,  that  his  yohe  is  eafy^ 
and  his  burden  light  /  fuch  a  burden  as  wings  arc  to 
a  bird,  raifing  the  foul  above  the  low  and  grovelling 
attachments  to  which  it  was  once  confined.  They 
only  can  rightly  judge  of  the  value  of  this  reft,  who 
are  capable  of  corTtrafting  it  with  the  diftraftions  and 
miseries,  the  remorfe  and  forebodings,  of  thofe  wha 
live  without  God  in  the  world. 

I  3  But 
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Bijt  we  arc  all,  fcy  jflrofeffion^  his  fcholars.  Ought 
we  not  feriouily  to  enquire,  what  we  have  af^ually 
Jearned  from  him  ?  Surely  the  proud,  the  haughty, 
the  voluptuous,  and  Ac  \pt)rldly,  though  they  have 
heard  of  his  name,  and  may  hare  attended  pn  his 
inditutions,  hav«  not  hitherto  fat  at  his  feet,  or  drank 
of  bis  Spirit  It  requires  no  long  train  of  examina- 
tion to  determine,  whether  you  have  entered  into  his 
reft,  or  not  j  or,  if  you  have  no;  yet  attained  it,  whe- 
ther you  are  fetking  it  in  the  ways  of  his  appoim- 
ment.  It  is  a  reft  for  the  foul,  it  is  a  fpiritual  blef- 
£ng,  and  therefore  does  not  neceflarily  depend  upon 
external  circumftances.  AVithout  this  reft,  you  muft 
be  reftlefs  and  comfortlefs  in  a  palace.  If  you  have 
it,  you  may  be,  at  leaft  comparatively,  happy  in  a 
dungeon.  To*day,  if  not  before,  to-day,  while  it  is 
called  to-day,  hear  his  voice  j  and  while  he  fays  to 
yOii  by  his  word,  Come  unto  me,  and  learn  of  tne,  let 
your  hearts  anfwer,  Behold^  we  come  unto  tkee^  for  thou 
art  the  Lord  our  God*. 

♦  Jcr.  fii.  Si. 
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SERMON    Xn. 
TheXamb  of  God,  the  Great  Atoneraeiit. 

John  i.  29. 

Seholikthe  Lamb  of  God,  slahich  taketh  away  the  Jin  if 

the  nuorld  ! 

i 

f^REAT  and  marvel&us  are  the  works  of  the  L^d 
^  God  Almighty!  We  live  in  the  midft  of  them, 
and  the  little  impreffion  they  make  upon  us  fuffici- 
ently  proves  our  depravity*  He  is  great  in  the«very 
fmalleft^  and  there  is  not  a  plant.  Sower,  or  infed, 
but  bears  the  fignature  of  infinite  wifdom  and  power. 
How  fenfibly  then  fliould  we  be  affe£led  by  the 
confideration  of  the  Whoky  if  (in  had  not  blinded 
our  underflandings,  and  hardened  our  hearts !  In 
the .  beginning,  when  all  was  dark,  unformed,  and 
wade,  his  powerful  word  produced  light,  life,  beau- 
ty, and  order.  He  commanded  the  fun  to  fhine, 
and  the  planets  to  roll.  The  immenfity  of  creation 
is  far  beyond  the  reach  of  our  conceptions.  The 
innumerable  ftarsf  the  worlds,  which,  however  large 
in  themfelves,  are,  from  their  remotenefs,  but  bare- 
ly vifible,  to  us  are  of  littl;^  more  inmiediate  and 
known  ufe,  than  to  enlarge  our  idea  of  the  greatnefs 
of  their  Author.  Small,  indeed,  is  the  knowledge 
we  have  of  our  own  fyftem ;  but  we  know  enough 
to  render  our  indifference  inexcufable.  The  glory 
of  the  fun  muft  ftrike  every  eye;  and  in  this  enligh- 
tened age,  there  are  few  perfons  but  have  fome 
ideas  of  the  magnitude^  of  the  planets,  and  the  ra« 
pidity  and  regularity  of  their  motions.  Farther,  the 
^.  I  4  rich 
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rich  variety  which  adorns  this  lower  creation,  the 
dependence  and  relation  of  the  feveral  parts,  and 
their  general  fubferviency  to  the  accommodation  of 
man,  the  princfpal  inhabitant,  together  with  the 
prefervation  of  Individuals,  and  the  continuance  of 
every  fpecies  of  animals,  are  fubjc£ls  not  above  the 
reach  of  common  capacities,  and  which  afFojrd  al- 
0ioft  endiefs  und  infinite  fcope  fqr  refledlion  and  ad- 
iniration.  But  the  bulk  of  mankind  regard  them 
not.  The  viciffitudes  of  day  and  night,  and  af  the 
revolving  feafons,  are  to  them  matters  of  couiTe,  as 
if  they  followed  each  other  without  either  caufe  or 
defign.  And  though  the  philofophers,  who  profefl^ 
edly  attach  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  the  works  of 
nature,  are  overwhelmed  by  the  traces  of  a  wifdom 
and  arrangement  which  they  are  unable  to  compre* 
hend*!  yet  few  of  them  are  led  to  reverential 
thoughts  of  God,  by  their  boafted  knowledge  of  his- 
creatures.  Thus  men  live  without  God  in  the  worlds 
though  they  live^  and  move^  and  have  their  being  in 
him^  and  are  incefTantly  furrounded  by  the  mod  ftri« 
ting  proofs  of  his  prefence  and  energy.  Perhaps 
an  earthquake,  or  a  hurricane,  by  awakening  their 
fears,  may  force  upon  their  \ninds  a  conviflion  of 
his  power  over  them,  and  excite  an  occafional  mo- 
mentary application  to  him  \  but  whep  they  think 
the  danger  over,  they  relapfe  into  their  former  (lupi- 
dity. 

What  can  engage  the  attention,  or  foften  the  ob- 
duracy of  fuch  creatures  ?  Behold  one  wonder 
more,  greater  than  all  the  former  -,  the  laft,  the 
higheft  effe£l:  of  divine  goodnefs  !  Gcd  has  fo  lo-* 
ved  rebellious,  ungrateful  finners,  as  to  appoint 
them  a  Saviour  in  the  perfon  of  his  only  Son,  The 
prophets  forefaw  his  manifeftation  in  the  fiefh,  and 
foretold  the  happy  confequences — th?t  his  prefence 
would  change  the  wUdernefs  into  a  fruitful  field, 
that  he  was  coming  to  give  fight  to  the  blind^  and 

life 
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life  to  the  dead ;  to  fet  the  captive  at  liberty ;  to  urt* 
loofc  the  heavy  burden ;  and  to  blefs  the  weary  with 
reft.  Bat  this  change  was  not  to  be  wrought  mere- 
ly by  a  word  of  power,  as  when  he  faid,  Let  there 
h  light y  and  there  was  Jight  *.  It  was  great,  to 
fpeak  the  world  from  nothing  5  but  far  greater,  to 
redeent  finners  from  mifery.  The  falvation,  of 
which  he  is  the  Author,  though  free  to  us,  muft 
coft  him  dear.  Before  the  mercy  of  God  can  be  ac- 
tually difpenfed  to  fuch  offenders,  the  rights  of  his 

jujlice^  the  demands  of  bis  liw,  and  the  honour  of 
his  government,  muft  be  provided  for.  The  early 
inftitution  and  long  continued  ufe  of  facrificcs,  had 
clearly  pointed  out  the  neceflity  of  an  atonement  \ 

*T>ut  the  real  and  proper  atonement  could  only  be 
ipade  by  Messiah.*  The  blood  of  fliughtered  ani- 
mals could  nSt  take  away  fin,  nor  difplay  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  God  in  pardoning  it.  This  vras  the  ap- 
pointed covenanted  work  of  Messiah,  and  he  alone 
could  perform  it.  With  this  view  he  had  faid,  Lo^ 
I  come  \.  And  it  was  in  this  view,  wheir  John  faw 
him,  that  he  pointed  him  out  to  his  difciples,  faying, 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  !  * 

Three  points  offer  to  our  con  fi deration, 

I.  The.,title  here  given  to  Messiah,  The  Lamb  of 
God, 

II.  The  efiic4Cy  of  his  facrifice,  He  taketh  envay 
fin. 

III.  The  extent  of  it,  Tbejtn  of  the  world. 

t.  He  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  The  pafchal  lamb,  and 
the  lambs  which  were  daily  offered,  morning  and 
evening,  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  were  of 
God's  appointment  *,  but  this  Lamb  was  likewife  of 
his  providing.  The  others  were  but  types.  Though 
many,  they  were  all  infuiBcient  :|:  to  cleanfe  the  con- 
fciences  of  the  offerers  from  guilt  j  and  they  were 
all  fuperfeded,  when  Messiah,  by  tie  one  offering  of 

I  5  bimfelf, 
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himfelfj  once  for  allf  made  an  end  offing  and  brought 
in  an  everlqfting  righteoufnefs,  in  favour  of  all  who 
believe  in  his  name. 

This  title,  therefore,  The  Lamb  of  God,  refers  ta 
his  voluntary  fubftitution  for  (inners,  that  by  his  fuf- 
ferings  and  death  they  wh6  deferved  to  die  might  - 
obtain  eternal  life  through  him,  and  for  his  fake. 
Mankind  were  uuiver&lly  chargeable^  witiv  tranf- 
greffion  of  the  law  of  God,  and  were  in  a  (late  of 
alienation  from  him.  A  penalty  in  cafe  of  difobe* 
dience  was  annexed  to  the  law  they  had  broken  \  tq 
which  they,  as  offenders,  wcSre  therefore  obnoxious. 
Though  it  would  be  prefumptuous  in  fuch  worms  aa 
we  are,  to  determine,  upon  principles  of  our  own, 
whether  the  fovereign  Judge  of  the  univerfe  conld,-^ 
confidently  with  his  own  glory,  remit  this  penalty  < 
without  fatisfa£lion,  or  not;  yet,  fin^  he  4ias  fa^^ 
voured  us  with  a  revelation  of  his  will  upon  the 
point,  we  may  fpeak  more  confidently,  %nd  a(£rm, 
that  it  was  not  confiilent  with  his  truth  and  holinefs, 
and  the  honour  of  his  moral  government,  to  do  it, 
becaufe  this  is  his  own  declaration.  We  may  now 
be  afifured,  that  the  forgivenefs  of  one  finner,  and^ 
indeed,  of  one  fin,  by  an  a&  of  mere  mercy,  and 
without  any  interpofing  confideration,  was  incompa- 
tible with  the  inflexibility  of  the  law,  and  the  truth 
and  juftice  of  the  Lawgiver.  But^  mercy  defigned 
the  forgiveofTs  of  innumerable  finners,  each  of  thtoi 
chargeable  with  innumerable  fins  \  and  th^  declara- 
tion, that  God  is  thus  merciful,  was  to  be  recorded,, 
and  publicly  known  through  a  long  fucceffion  of 
ages,  and  to  extend  to  fins  not  yet  committed.  An 
aft  of  grace  fo  general  and  unreferved,  might  lead 
men  (not  to  fpeak  of  fuperlor  intelligences),  to  difpa- 
raging  thoughts  of  the  holinefs  of  God,  and  might 
even  encourage  them  to  fin  with  hope  of  impunity,  if 
not  conne^ied  with  fome  provifion,  which  might  mew 
ibat  the  csercife  of  his  Eiercy  was  in  ful^  harmony 
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with  the  honour  of  all  his  perfe£^ions.  How  God 
could  heyuftf  ^^f^d  yet  jidfitfy  Ihofe*  whom  his  own 
righteous  conftitution  condemned,  *was  a  difficulty 
'  too  great  for  finite  underftandings  to  folve.  But 
herein  is  God  glorious.  His  wifdom  propounded, 
and  his  love  afForded,  the  adequate,  the  only  poffible 
expedient.  He  revealed  to  our  firft  parents  his  pur- 
pofe,  which  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  he  accomplifhed, 
of  fencing  firth  his  Son^*  made  of  a  woman,  tftade  un^ 
der  theAanVy  to  redeem  finners  from  the  curfe  of  the 
law^,  by  fuftaining  it  for  them.  Confldering  the 
dignity  of  his'perfon  and  the  perfedion  of  his  obe- 
dience^ his  fufFyings  and  death  for  fins  not  his  own,, 
difplayed  the  hein^ufnefs  ofC  fin,  and  the  fevere  dif- 
pleafure  of  Gcd  againft  it,  in  a  much  ftronger  light 
than  the  execution  of  the  fentence  upon  the  o^n- 
ders  could  poffibly  do.  It  difplays  Hkewife  the  jufr 
tice  of  this  fentence,  fince  neither  the  dignity  nor 

*  f  the  holinefs  of 'the  furety  could  exempt  him  from 

fufFeitng  -,  and  that,  (hough  he  was  the  beloved  of 
God,  he  was  not  fpared.  This  is  what  I  underftand 
by  atonement  and  fatisfa£kion  for  fii). 
w  IL  The  efficacy  of  this  atonement  is  complete. 
The  Lamb  of  God,  thus  (bin^  taketh  away  ftn,  both 
with  refpe£t  -to  its  guilt  and  its  defilement.  The  Ifrael« 
^  ites,  by  looking  to  the  brazen  ferpent  :|:,  were  faved 
from  death,  and  heakd  of  their  wounds.  The  Lamb 
of   God  is  an  objed,  propofed^  not  to  our  bodily 

#  fight,  but  to  the  eye  of  the  mind^  which  indeed  in 
fallen  man  is  naturally  blind;  but  the  gofpef*mef- 
fatge,  enlivened  by  the  powerful  agency  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  is  appointed  to  open  it.  He  who  thus  feeth 
the  Sony  and  believeth  on  him  ||,  is  delivered  from 
guilt  and  condemnation,^  is'pftifiedfrom  all  fin.  He 
is  warranted  to  plead  the  fuffi^ring^  of  the  Lamb  of 
God  in  bar  of  his  own ;  the  whole  of  the  Saviour^ 
.obedience  unto  deaths  as  the  ground  aad  title  of  his 

I  6  acceptance 
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acceptance  unto  life.  Guilt  or  obnoxioufnefs  Co  pu- 
nifhment  being  removed,  the  foul  has  an  open  way 
of  accefs  to  Gpd,*and  is  prepared  to  receive  bleflings  . 
from  him.  For  as  the  fun,  the  fountain  of  light, 
fills  the  eye  that  was  before  blind,  the  inftant  it  re- 
ceives fight  'i  fo  God,  who  is  the  fountain  of  good- 
nefs,  enlightens  all  his  intelligent  creatures  accord- 
ing to  their  capacity,  unlefs  they  are  by  fin  blinded, 
and  rendered  incapable  of  communion  with  hinfi- 
The  Saviour  is  now  received  and  enthroned  in  the 
heart,  and  from  his  fulnefs  the  life  of  grace  is  deri- 
ved and  maintained.  Xhus  not  only  the  guilt,  but 
the  love  of  fin,  and  it$  dominion,  are  taken  away, 
fubdued  by  grace,  and  cordially  irenounced  by  the 
believing  pardoned  finncr.  The  blood,  which  frees 
him  from  difirefs,  preferves  a  remembrance  of  the 
great  danger  and  mifery  from  which  he  has  been  de- 
livered warm  upon  his  heart,  infpire^  him  with  gra- 
titude  to  his  Deliverer,  and  furniflies  him  with  an  •» 
abiding  and  conftraining  motive  for  cheerful  and  uni- 
Terfal  obedience. 

III.  The  defigned  extent  of  this  gratuitous  remo- 
val of  fin,  by  the  oblatjon  of  the  Lamb  of  God^  is  ex-  ^ 
pKjQTed  in  a  large  and  indefinite  manner.  He  taketh 
away  ihejtn  of  the  world.  Many  of  my  hearers  need 
not  be  told,  what  fierce  and  voluminous  difputes 
have  been  maintained  concerning  the  extent  of  the' 
death  of  Chrifl.  I  am  afraid  the  advantages  of  fuch 
controverfies  have  not  been  anfwerable  to  the  zeal  of 
the  difputants.  For  myfelf,  I  wifh  to  be  known  by 
no  name  but  that  of  a  Chriilian,  and  implicitly  to 
adopt  no  fyftem  but  the  Bible.  I  ufually  endeavour 
to  preach  to  the  heart  and  the  confcience,  and  to 
wave,  as  much  as  I  can,  all  confroverfial  points.  But 
as  the  fubjefb  now  lies  diredly  befoi^e  me,  I  fliall 
embrace  the  occafion,  and  fimply  and  honeftly  open 
te  you  the  fentiments  of  my  heart  concerning  it. 

If  becaufe  the  death  of  Chrifl  is  here  faid  to  take 
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away  the  ftn  of  the  worlds  or,  (as  this  cvangeltft  ex- 
prefles  it  in  another  place)  the  nuhole  world  *,  it  be 
inferred,  that  he  a£):ually  defigned  and  intended  the 
falvation  of  all  men,  fuch  an  inference  would  be  con* 

•  traditbed  by  faft.  For  it  is  certain  that  all  men  will 
not  be  faved  f .  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  to  whom  the  word  of  his  falvation  is 
fent  periih  in  their  fins.  If  therefore  he  cannot  be 
difappointed  of  his  purpofe,  fince  many  do  perifh,  it 
could  not  be  his  fixed  defign,  that  all  men  fliouM  be  vr 
finally  and  abfolutely  faved. 

The  exceeding  great  number,  once  dead  in  tref- 

^  pafies  and  fins,  who  fhall  be  found  on  his  right  hand 
.  at  the*  great  day  of  his  appearance,  are  frequently 
"*  fpoken  of  in  appropriate  and  peculiar  language.  They 
are  ftyled  his  (heep  |,  for  whom  he  laid  down  his 
life ;  his  ele£i  !|,  his  own  $  ;  thofe  to  whom  it  is 
given  to  believe  in  his  name**;  and  concerning 
whom  it  was  the  Father^ s  good  pleafure  to  predejlinate 
them  to  the  adoption  of  children  ff .  By  nature,  they 
are  children  of  wrath ^  even  as  others  \\  ;  and  no  more 
difpofed  in  themfelves  to  receive  the  truth,  than 
thofe  who  obftinately  and  finally  reje6i  it.  When- 
ever they  become  willing,  they  are  made  fo,  in  a  day  \ 
hi  diXyxnc  power  ||||  \  and  wherein  they  differ,  it  is  grace  • 

*  that  makes  them  to  differ  §§.  PafTages  in  the  fcrip- 
ture  to  this  purpofe  are  innumerable;  and  tho'  much 
ingenuity  has  been  employed  to  foften  them,  and  to 
make  them  fpeak  the  language  of  an  hypothefis,  they 
are  fo  plain  in  themfelves,  that  he  who  runs  may 
read.  It  is  not  the  language  of  conjecture,  but  of  in- 
fpiration,  that  they  whom  the  Lord  God  didforehmwy 
he  alfo  did  prede/linate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
his  Son  *  •*.   And  though  fome  ferious  perfons  perplex 

themfelves 

^  I  John  it.  3.  f  Matt.  vW,  zj,  I4.  \  John  x.  II,  16. 
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themfelves  with  needlcfs  and  painful  reafonings» 
with  rcfped  to  the  fovereignty  of  God  in  his  con- 
du£k  towards  mankind)  they  all>  if  truly  fpiritual 
and  enlightened)  (land  upon  this  very  ground,  in 
their  own  experience.  Many,  who  fcem  to  differ 
from  us  in  the  way  of  argumentation,  perfeftly  ac- 
cord.with  us,  when  they  fimply  fpeak  of  what  God 
has  done  for  their  fouls.  They  know  and  acknowledge 
as  readily  as  we,  that  they  were  firft  found  of  him 
«^when  they  fought  him  not  ^  and  that  otherwife  they 
neither  (hould  nor  could  have  fought  him  at  all ;  nor  . 
can  they  give  any  better  reafon  than  this  why  they 
are  faved  out  of  the  world^  That  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
id  make  them  his  people  *.  ^  ,».  »  - 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  think  the  fenfe  * 
of  the  expreffion  is  fufficiently  explained,  fey  faying. 
That  the  world,  and  the  whole  world,  is  fpoken  of,^ 
to  teach  us,  that  the  factifice  of  the  Lamb  of  God  was 
not  confined,  like  the  Levitical  offerings,  to  the  na- 
tion of  Ifrael  only ;  but  that  it  is  available  for  the 
Cnt  of  a  determinate  number  of  perfons,  called  the 
EleBy  who  are  fcattered  among  many  nations,  at^d  ' 

found  under  a  great  variety  of  ftates  and  circum-        « 
fiances  in  human  life.    This  is  undoubtedly  the  truth, 
•^fo  far  as  it  goe5$  but  not,  I  apprehend;  fully  agree-**        ^ 
able  to  the  icriptural  manner  of  reprcfentation.   That      W  * 
there  is  an  ele£lion  of  grace,  we  are  plainly  taught  v 
yet  it  is  not  faid,  that  Jefus  Chrifl  came  into  the  world 
tofave  the  ele£l,  but  that  he  came  to  {vftfinmrsy  to 
feek  and  to  fave  them  that  are  tof{-\.      Upon   this 
ground,  I  conceive  that  minifters  have  a  warrant  to 
preach  'the  gofpel  to  every  human  creature,  and  to 
addrefs  the  confcience  of  every  man  in  the  fight  of 
God ;  and  that  every^  perfon  who  hears  this  gofpel 
has  thereby  a  Warrant,   an  encouragement,   yea,'  a 
command,   to  apply  to  Jefus  Chrifl   for  falvation^ 
and  that   they  who  refufe,   thereby  exclude  them*-' 

felves> 
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felves,  and'periflii  not  becaufe  they  never  had,  nor ' 
poffibly  could  have  any  intereft  in  his  atonement,  but 
fimplv  becaufe  they  will  not  come  unto  him  that  they 
may  have  life.  I  know  fomething  of  the  cavils  and 
curious  reafonings  which  obtain  upon  this  fubjecl, 
and  I  know  I  tnay  be  preiTed  with  difficulties^  which 
I  cannot  refolve  to  the  full  fatisfafiion  of  enquiring 
and  fpeculative  fpirits.  I  am  not  difheartened  by 
meetmg  with  fome  things  beyond  the  grafp  of  my 
fcanty  powers,  in  a  book  which  I  believe  to  be  in- 
fpired  by  him,  whofe  ways  and  thoughts  are  higher 
than  ours,  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth  *. 
But  I  believe  that  vain  reafonings,  felf-will,  an  at- 
tachment to  names  and  parties,  and  a  difpodcion  to 
draw  our  fentiments  from  human  fyftems,  rather  than 
to  form  them  by  a  clofe  and  humble  (ludy  of  the 
Bible,  with  prayef  for  divine  teaching,  are  the  chief 
fources  of  our  perplexities  and  difputes. 
- '  The  extent  of  the  atonement  is  frequently  repre- 
fented,  as  if  a  calculation  had  been  made,  how 
much  fufFering  was  neceffary  for  the  furety  to  en- 
dure, in  order  exa£lly  to  expiate  the  aggregate 
number  of  all  the  fins  of  all  the  elefi  ^  that  fo 
much  he  fuffered  precifely,  and  no  more ;  and  chat 
when  this  requifition  was  completely  anfwered,  he 
►  faid,  It  is  Jini/bedj  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the 
ghoft  \.  But  this  nicety  of  computation  does  not 
feem  analogous  to  that  unbounded  magniikence  and 
grandeur  which  overwhelm  the  attentive  mind  in  the 
contemplation  o£  the  ^divine  condudl  in  the  natural 
world.  When  God  waters  the  ^arth,  he  waters  it 
eibundantlyX^  .He  does  not  reftrain  the^rainto  cul- 
tivated or  improveable  fpots,  but  with  a  profufion  of 
bounty  wdtthy  of  himfelf,  his  clouds  pour  down  wa- 
ter with  equal  abundance  upon  the  barren  mountain, 
the  lonely  defert,  and  the  pathlefs  ocean.  Why  may 
we  not  fay  with  the  fcripture,  that  Ghrift  died  to  de^ 

dart 
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dare  the  rtghteoufnefs  of  God*  ^  to  manifeft  that  he  is 
juft  in  juftifying  the  ungodly  who  believe  in  Jefus  ? 
And  for  any  thing  we  know  to  the  contraryi  the 
very  fame  difplay  of  the  evil  and  demerit  of  fin,  by 
the  Redeemer's  agoriej  and  death,  might  have  beea 
equally  neceffary,  though  the  number  of  the  eleft 
were  much  fmalier  than  it  will  appear  to  be  when 
they  (hall  all  meet  before  the  throne  of  glory^  If 
God  had  formed  this  earth  for  the  refidence  of  one 
man  only  ^  had  it  been  his  pleafure  to  afford  him  the, 
fame  kind  and  degree  of  light  which  we  enjoy,  the 
fame  glorious  fun,  which  is  now  fufEcient  to  enlighten 
and  comfort  the  millions  of  mankind,  would  have 
been  neceifary  for  the  accommodation  of  that  one 
perfon.  So,  perhaps,  had  it  been  his  pleafure  to  fave 
but  one  finner  in  a  way  that  (hould  give  the  higheft 
poflible  difcovery  of  his  juftice  and  of  his  mercy, 
this  could  have  been  done  by  no  other  method  tnan. 
that  which  he  has  chofen  for  the  falvation  of  the  in- 
numerable multitudes  who  will  in  the  great  day 
unite  in  the  fong  of  praife  to  the  Lamb  who  loved 
thetftf  and  wq/hed  them  from  their^ns  in  his  onvn 
blood.  As  the  fun  has  a  nifficiency  of  light  for  eye^ 
(if  there  were  fo  many  capable  of  beholding  it),  equal 
in  number  to  the  leaves  upon  the  trees,  and  the  blades 
of  grafs  that  grow  upon  the  earth ;  fo  in  Jefus,  the  ' 
Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  there  is  plenteous  redemption^ 
he  is  rich  in  mercy  to  all  that  call  upon  him  f  ;  and  he 
invites  iinners,  without  exception,  to  whom  the  word 
of  his  falvation  is  fent,  even  to  the  tfnds  of  the  earth» 
to  look  unto  hipi^  that  they  may  befaved\. 

Under  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  and  by  it,  God 
commands  all  men,  every  where,  to  repejtt  J.  All 
men,  therefore,  every  where,  are  encouraged  to  hope 
for  JForgivenefs,  according  to  the  conftitution  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  gofpel  \  otherwife  repentance  would  be 
both  impraflicable  and  unavaiUng.    And  therefoie 

the 
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the  command  to  repent  implies  a  warrant  to  believe  ■ 
in  the  name  of  Jefus,  as  taking  away  the  fin  of  the 
worldjp  Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  to  call  upon  men  to 
believe,  which  is  an  a£k  beyond  their  natural  power, 
is  to  mock  them.  There  are  prefcribed  means  for 
the  obtaining  of  faith,  which  it  is  not  beyond  their 
natural  power  to  comply  with,  if  they  are  not  wil- 
fully obftinate.  We  have  the  word  of  God  for  our 
authority.  God  cannot  he  mocked  *y  neither  doth  he 
mock  his  creatures.  Our  Lord  did  not  gioek  the 
young  Ruler,  when  he  told  him,  that  if  he  would  fell 
his  pofTcfiions  upon  earth,  and  follow  him,  he  Jbould 
have  trcafure  in  heaven  f .  Had  this  Ruler  no  power 
to  fell  his  poiTeiTions  ?  I  doubt  not  but  that  he  him- 
felf  thought  he  had  power  to  fell  them  if  he  pleafed. 
But  while  he  loved  his  money  better  than  he  loved 
Chrift,  and  preferred  earthly  treafures  to  heavenly, 
he  had  no  will  to  part  with  them.  And  a  want  of 
nmll  in  a  moral  agent  is  a  want  of  power  in  the 
ftrongeft  fenfe.  Let  none  prefume  to  offer  fuch  ex- 
cufcs  to  their  Maker  as  they  would  not  accept  in  their 
own  concerns.  If  you  fay  of  a  man,  he  is  fuch  a 
liar  that  he  cannot  fpeak  a  word  of  truth  y  fo  profane 
that  he  cannot  fpeak  without  an  oath ;  fo  difhoneft 
that  he  canilot  omit  one  opportunity  of  cheating  or 
dealing-,  do  you  fpeak  of  this  difability  to  good,  as 
an  extenuation,  and  bccaufe  you  think  it  renders  him 
free  from  blame  ?  Surely  you  think  the  more  he  is 
difinclined  to  good,  and  habituated  to  evil,  the  worfe 
he  is.  A  man  that  can  fpeak  lies  and  perjury,  that 
can  deceive  and  rob,  but  is  fuch  an  enemy  to  truth 
and  goodnefs,  that  he  can  do  nothing  that  is  kind  or 
upright,  muft  be  a  (hocking  charafter  indeed  !  Judge 
riot  more  favourably  of  yourfelf  if  you  can  love  the 
world  and  fenfual  pleafure,  but  cannot  love  God  \  if 
you  can  fear  a  worm  like  yourfelf,  but  live  without 
the  fear  of  God  j  if  you  can  boldly  trample  upon  his 
laws^  but  will  not,  and  therefore  cannot  hujnble  your- 
felf 
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.felf  before  himj  and  feek  his  mercy,  in  the  way  of  his 
appointment. 

We  cannot  afcribe  too  much  to  the  grace  of  pod  j 
but  we  (hould  be  careful^  that  under  a  femblance  of 
exalting  his  grace,  we  do  not  furni(h  the  flothful  and 
unfaithful  *  with  excufes  for  their  wilfulnefs  and 
wickednefs.  God  is  gracious  ^  but  let  man  be  juftly 
refponfible  for  his  own  evil,  and  not  prefume  to  ftate 
his  cafe  fo,  as  would,  by  juft  confequence^  reprefent 
the  holy  God  as  being  the  caufe  of  the  fin^  which  Jie 
hates  and^  forbids. 

The  whole  may  be  fummed  up  in  two  pointe, 
which  I  commend  to  your  ferious  attention  ^  whfdi 
it  muft  be  the  buGnefs  of  my  life  to  enforce  ;  and 
which,  I  truft,  I  fliall  not  repent  of  having  enforced^ 
either  at  the  hour  of  deaths  or  in  the  day  of  jui^- 
ment,  when  I  muft  give  an  account  of  my  preachings 
and  you  of  what  you  have  heard  in  this  place* 

1.  That  falvation  is,  indeed,  wholly  of  grace.  The 
gift  of  a  Saviour,  the  firft  dawn  of  light  into  the 
heart,  all  the  fupports  and  fupplies  needful  for  car* 
tying  on  the  work  from  the  foundation  to  the  top- 
ilone,  all  is  of  free  ^ace. 

2.  That  now  tie  Lamb  of  God  is  preached  to  you, 
as  taking  away  the  (in  of  the  world,  if  you  rejtGt 
him,  which  may  the  Lord  forbid!  I  fay,  if  you  re- 
jeft  him,  your  blood  will  be  upon  your  own  head. 
You  are  warned,  you  are  invited.  Dare  not  to  fay. 
Why  doth  he  yet  find  faulty  for  who  hath  reftfiid  his 
will  f  ?  If  he  will  fave  me,  I  {hall  be  faved ;  if  not,, 
what  can  I  do  ?  God  is  merciful,  but  he  is  alfo  holy 
and  juft;  he  is  almighty,  but  his  infinite  power  is 
combined  with  wifdom,  and  regulated  by  the  great 
defigns  of  his  government.  He  can  do  innumerable 
things  which  he  will  not  do.  What  he  will  do  (fa 
iar  as  we  are  concerned)  his  word  informs  us,  and 
not  one  jot  or  tittle  thereof fball  fail  X^ 

SER- 
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Meffiah  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  Men. 

Isaiah  liii.  3. 

lit  is  dffplfi'd  and  rejeHed  of  men^  a  man  of  forrows\ 

and  acquainted  with  grief, 

THE  heathen  moralifts,  ignorant  of  the  chara£ler 
and  perfeftions  of  God,  the  true  dignity  and 
immortality  of  the  foul,  and  the  root  and  extent  of 
humafh  depravity,  had  no  better  foundation  for  what 
they  dalled  virtue  than  pride ;  no  higher  aim  in  their 
regulations,  than  the  injterefts  of  fociety  and  the  con-* 
duGt  of  civil  life.  They  expreffed,  indeed,  occafion- 
aily,  fome  fentiments  of  a  fuperior  kind ;  but  thefe, 
however  juft  and  valuable  upon  the  principles  of  re- 
velation, were  delufive  and  impra£iicable  upon  their 
own.  And  Brutus,  one  of  the  moft  admired  cha- 
raders  of  antiquity,  confefled,  juft  before  he  put  an 
end  to  his  own  life,  that  having  long  been  enamour- 
ed of  virtue  as  a  real  good,  he  found  it,  at  laft,  to  be 
but  an  empty  name.  But  though  they  had  fo  little 
fatisfaftion,  or  fuccefs,  in  the  purfuit  of  virtue,  they 
were  fo  pleafed  with  the  idea  they  formed  of  it,  as 
generally  to  fuppofc,  that  if  virtue  could  become  vi- 
fible,  it  would  neceflarily  engage  the  cftcem  and  ad- 
miration of  mankind. 

There  was,  however,  one^emarkable  exception  to 
this  opinion.  The  wifdom  of  Socrates  feems  to  have 
been,  in  many  refpe£ts,  difierent  from  that  of  the 
bulk  of  their  phildfophers.  Socrates  having  expreffed 
his  idea  of  a  perfe£t  chara£ler,  a  truly  virtuous  man, 
ventured  to  {^redifl  the  reception  fuch  a  perfon,  if 

fuch 
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fuch  a  one  could  ever  be  found,  woulcf*  meet  with 
from  the  world.  And  he  thought,  that  his  pra£iice 
would  be  fo  diflimilar  to  that  of  other  men,  his  te{U«« 
mony  againft  their  wickednefs  fo  ftrong,  and  his  en«* 
deavours  to  reform  them  fo  importunate  and  unwel- 
come, that,  in  {lead  of  being  univerfally  admired,  he 
would  be  difliked  and  hated  \  that  mankind  were  too 
degenerate  and  too  obftinate,  to  bear  either  the.es^- 
ample  or  the  reproof  of  fuch  a  perfon,  and  would 
mod  probably  revile  and  perfecute  him,  and  put  him' 
to  death  as  an  enemy  to  therr  peace. 

In  this  inftance,  the  judgment  of  Socrates  accords 
with  the  language  of  the  Old,  and  with  the  hiftory 
of  the  New  Tellament.  Messiah  was  this  perfe^ 
chara6ier.  As  fuch  Ifaiah  defcribes  him.  H?  like- 
wife  forefaw  how  he  would  be  treated,  and  foretold 
that  he  would  be  numbered  with  tranfgrejfors^  defpi- 
fed  and  rejefted,  by  the  very  people  who  were  eye- 
witnefles  of  his  upright  and  benevolent  condu£t» 
And  thus,  in  fa£t,  it  proved.  When  Jefus  was  upon 
earth,  true  virtue  and  goodnefs  were  vifibly  difplay- 
ed,  and  thereby  the  wickednefs  of  man  became  fig* 
sally  confpicuous.  For  they  among  whom  he .  was 
convcrfant,  preferred  a  robber  and  a  murderer  to  him  *. 
They  preferved  Barabbas,  who  had  been  juftly  doom- 
ed to  die  for  enormous  crimes,  and  they  nailed  Jefus, 
in  his  ftead,  to  the  crofs. 

When  Messiah  appeared,  the  Jews  profefled  to 
blame  the  wickednefs  of  their  forefathers,  who  had 
oppofed  and  flain  the  prophets.  If  they  regretted  the 
ill-treatment  the  Jcrvants  of  God  had  formerly  re- 
ceived, might  it  not  be  hoped  that  they  would  reve^ 
rence  his  Son  f  P  concefning  whom,  under  this  cha- 
rafter  of  Messiah,  their  expeftations  were  railed  by 
the  fcripturcs,  which  were  read  in  their  fynagogues 
every  fabbath-day. 

But  he  *was  defpifed  and  rejtEled  of  men.     Angels 
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lung  praifes  at  his  birth,  hut  men  defpifed  him.  He 
took  not  upon  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  of  man  ; 
yet  men  rejeBed  him.  Sinful,  helplefs  men  rejtBed 
and  defpifed  the  only  Saviour.  He  came  to  his  onvn^ 
but  his  own  received  him  not.  How  lamentable  and 
fatal  was  their  obftinacy !  Pretended  *  Meffiahs  were 
eagerly  regarded  and  followed  by  them,  but  the  true 
Messiah  tvas  defpifed  and  rejeBed  of  men  / 

Let  us  Confider  the  claufes  of  the  text  feparately,' 
in  the  order  in  which  we  read  them. 

I.  He  was  defpifed  and  rejeBtd  of  men.  It  would 
be  a  great  miftake  to  imagine  that  the  Jews  were  the  ' 
only  people  capable  of  this  ingratitude  and  obftinacy. 
If  any  perfon  here  thinks,  furely  I  would  not  have  de-  • 
fpifed  him,  had  I  fcen  his  wonderful  works,  and  heard 
him  fpeak  as  never  man  fpake  :  poffibly  that  thought 
may  prove  you  to  be  of  the  very  fame  fpirit  with  thofc 
who,  while  they  thirfted  for  his  blood,  ignorantly  pre- 
Aimed,  that  if  they  had  lived  in  the  days  of  their  fore- 
fathers, they  would  not  have  joined  with  them  in  pet-  ^ 
fecuting  ftie  prophets f-  The  prejudices  which  ope- 
rated fo  ftrongly  againft  our  Lord's  miflion  and  mini- 
ftry,  were  not  peculiar  to  the  people  of  one  age  or 
country,  but  fuch  as  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  nature 
of  fallen  man.  The  fame  principles  which  influenced 
the  Jews  to  oppofe  and  defpifc  his  perfon,  ftill  in- 
fluence multitudes  to  flight  and  oppefe  the  do£trire 
\(4iich  he  taught,  and  which  he  commanded  his  dif- 
ciples  to  preach  And  perpetuate  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  in  proof  of  this,  .h  will  be  fufficieat  to  aflign 
fome  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  contempt  and  ha- 
tred which  he  met  with  from  the  tnen  of  that  gene- 
ration. 

I.  They  defpifed  him  for  what  they  accounted  the  v 
meannefs  of  Sis  appearance, "  Though  rich  in  himfelf,* 
he  became  poor  for  our  fakes,  and,  his  poverty  made 

hiov 
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him '  contcmptibk  in  their  eyes.  They  expelled 
Messiah  would  appear  with  external  pomp  and 
power.  But  when  they  faw  him,  they  fcorned  him, 
faying,  Is  not  this  the  carpenter^s  fan  *  ?  He  who  <' 
had  not  money  to  pay  the  tribute  demanded  f  of  him,  -^^ 
nor  a  houfe  wherein  to  lay  his  head,  was  of  fmall 
efteem  with  thbfe  who  were  covetous,  proud  of 
worldly  di(lin£):ions,  and  fond  of  the  praife  and  ad- 
miration of  men. 

2.  Their  contempt  was  heightened,  when  this  poor 
man  publicly  a^rted  his, proper  chara^ler  and  ciaim^ 
demanded  their  attention  and  homage,  and  ftyled 
humfelf  in  a  peculiar  fenfe  the  Son  of  God^  the  refnr" 

*  rtSii»n  and  the  iife\.  For  this  feeming  incoaGftence 
between  the  appearance  he  made  and  the  honours  he 
afTumed,  they  treated  him  as  a  demoniac  and  a  mad- 
man Ij..  Their  language  ftrongly  exprefled  their  fen- 
timents  of  him,  when  they  afked  him  with  difdain. 
Art  thou  greater  than  our  father  Abraham  F  Whom 
^  makeft  thou  thyfelf  §  ? 

3.  They  objected  to  him  the  lew  Jlate  and  former 
charaBers  cf  his  followers.     Some  of  them  were  of     ^ 
low  rank  iu  life.     The  moft  of  thofe  who  conftantly 
attended  him  were  poor  fiihermen.     Others  had  been 

of  bad  repute,  publicans,  and  open  (inners.  Fot 
this  they  reproached  him,  and  thought  they  were 
fully  jullified  in  their  contempt,  while  they  coilld 
fay,  Have  any  if  th  rulers  or  Pharifees  believed  in  * 

him''*?    , 

4.  They  were  farther  exafperated  againft  him,  by^ 
the  authority  and  /^verity  with  which  he  taught.  It 
is  true,  he  was  gentle  and  meek  to  all  who  "felt  their 
tieed  of  his  help,  or  fincerely  defired  his  inftru£fcion. 

rf  tie  received  them  without  exception,  and  treated  them 
''with  the  greateft  tendernef^.     But  he  vindicated  the 

honour 
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honpur  of  the  law  of  God,  from  the  corrupt  dodrine' 
and  tradition  of  their  profefled  teachers.    He  expofed 
and  unmaflced  the  hypocrify  of  thek  moft  admired 
eharaders,  and  compared  the  men  who  were  in  the  ^ 
higheft  reputation  for  wifdom  and  ran£kity,  to  whited  ^ 
fepulchresy  warning  the  people  againd  them  as  blind 
guides  and  decetTers^ 
.  ^.rThefe  blind  guides  firengthened  the  prejudices 
of  .their  blind  followers  againft  him^  by  mifreprefen-    - 
tation.    They  attempted  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  «  ^ 
fcripture,  w^en  they  thought  it  would  anfwer  their  • 
purpofe.    They  eagerly  made  the  moft  of  a  prevail- 
iqg  miftake,  that  Jefus  was  born  in  Galilee,  becaufe 
he  was  brought  up  in  Nazareth  from  his  infancy. 
This  they  urged  as  a  proof  that  he  could,  not  be  M£s- 
siAH,  who  the  prophets   had   declared  was    to    be 
born  at  Bethlehem  in  Judea.     When  he  healed  dif- 
^eafes  on  the  Sabbath-day,  they  reprefented  the  ef-    4^ 
fe£ts  of  his  compailion  as  a  ^breach  of  that  (lri£^  ob^ 
fervance  of  the  Sabbath  which  was  enjoined  l^  |he 
'  la#  of  Mofes,  and  that  therefofe  he  could  not  be  of 
God  *fc     And  when  they  were  not  ablS  to  deny  the 
reality  of  his  wonderful  works,  they  afcribed  them 
to  the  agency  ,of  ^iatan  f .     We,  at  tl|is  diilatice  of 
J}      tiqie,  cap,€afily  pereeive   the  folly  andi  madnefs  of 
their  attempts.     3ut  the.  Scribes  and  Pharifees  were 
^       the  public  alithprifed;,  doctors  and  teaghers  of  the  peo* 
j       pie,  apd  were  fupported  by  the  ecclejiaftical  andjcivil    • 
power ;  or,  *as  we  (hould  now  eKprefs  it,  by  churcR  * 
«and  (late,     The  people  were  not  apt  to  fufp^^i  their 
^  leaders,  whom  they  thought  wifer  and  better  fhan 
themfelves ;   pr,  if  fometimes  nhey  hefitated,  were^ " 
imprefied  by  the  majefty  of  hia  words,  or  the  evi- 
•.    denc^  of  his  miraculous ^works,  and  donftrained  to 
fayj  Js  not-  this  the  Jon  of  David  X^    They  .were  foon  , 
intimidated  and  illenced  by  canons  and  laws  ;  for  it 
was  carefully  enabled,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  fub- 
'  w  ^ ,       '       ■    '  jefiion, 
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jeftion,  that  whoever  acknowledged  him  Jbtmld  he 
put  cut  of  the  Jynagcgues  *  5  that  is,  according  ta  our 
modern  language,  excommunicated.  This  among  the 
Jews,  as  it  has  often  fince  been  among  Chridians, 
was  a  punifliment  which  drew  after  it  terrible  confe- 
quences.  A  man  muft  be  in  good  eameft,  or  rather 
taught  and  fupported  by  the  grace  of  God,  who  could 
refifl  fuch  arguments  as  thefe. 

Thefe  things  are  eafily  applicable  to  the  church*hif- 
tory  of  fucceeding  times.     The  gofpel  of  Chrift  has 
often  been,  and  is  to  this  day,  rejected  and  defpifed 
upon  fimilar  grounds.     Its  Simplicity  and  plainnefs, 
and  the  manner  of  its  propofal,  adapted  to  tl^  ufe 
and  capacity  of  the  vulgar,  oiFend  thofe  who  are  wife 
in  their  own  conceit,  and  proud  of  their  underftand- 
ing  and  tafte.     At  the  fame  time  they  are  equally 
diigufled  by  the  fublimity  of  its  dcGrines,  which  will 
not  fubmit  to  the  tell  of  their  vain  reafcnings,  and 
can  only  be  received  by  humble  faith.     The  'faith-  » 
fulnefs  and  freedom  which  its  miniilers  are  enjoined 
to  ufe,    give  great    oiFence    lUcewifd.     And  bccaufe** 
they  cannot  comply  with  the  humours  of.  thofe  who 
uiih  them   to  prophefy  fmooth  thirgs  and  deceits,* 
th^y  are  accounted  cenforlous,  uncharitable,  and  dif- 
turbers  of  the  public  peace.     Again,  the  diflike  -and 
cppofition- it  frequently  meets  with  from  perfons  of 
great  titles  and  high  ftations,  deter  multitudes  from 
purfuing  thofe  enquiries,  which  feme  coiiviftion  of 
the  truth  would  prompt  them  to,  were  they  not  dif- 
couraged  by  the  fear  of  confequences.     How  often 
has  a  dreid  of  the  difpleafure  of  do£^ ors,  bifliops, 
univerCties,  councils,  and  popes,  or  an  ignorant,  ilft- 
yifh  deference  to  their  judgment  or  decifions,  pre- 
vented people  frcm  fclJowing  that  light  which  had-* 
begun  to  force  itfelf  upon  their  confciences  ?    How 
few  amorg  thofe  of  reputation  for  wifdcm  and  leam- 
irg,  how  few  of  the  great  and  opulent,  have^enccu- 
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raged  o^  efpovfed  the  do£lrine  of  the  crofs  ?  It  i^ 
therefore,  more  properly  a  fubjeA  for  lamentation 
than  for  wonder,  that  tliis  way  is  defpifedf  and  dm 
tnoft  every  nvhere  fpoTten  again/l  *.  Farther,  as  the 
bulk  of  thofe  who  embrace  it  are  of  low  condition^ 
fo,  many  of  them  are  as  free  to  confefs  to  the  praife 
of  the  grace  of  €k>d,  as  others  csn  be  to  urge  it  to 
their  reproach,  that  till  they  faiew  and  received  this 
defpifed  gofpel,  their  charaders  and  pradtces  were 
vile.  Laftly,  what  tinha|^y  fubtiky  has  been  em- 
ployed,  in  a  way  of  reafon  and  argument,  with  an 
appeal  to  detached  and  perverted  parages  of  Scrip- 
ture, to  mifreprefcnt  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as 
folly,  hypocrify,  or  enthufiafm,  and  even  to  charg- 
l!he  gofpel  itfelf  with  giving  encouragement  to  a  li- 
centious conduA  1  In  fliort,  the  fpirit  ^  the  worlds 
the  arts  and  influence  of  defigning  men,  are  fo  power* 
fttl,  that  what  our  Lord  faid  in  Judea  hoid^  cqualljt 
true  in  Chriftendom,  Blejffid  is  hi  who  is  not  offended 
in^mefl 

I  have  xefenred  to  a  dtftin£l  paragraph  the  mention 
of  one  caufe  why  the  golpel  is  frequently  defplfed 
and  reproached.  Becaufe,  though  it  be  no  lefs  tm« 
juft  and  unreafonable  than  thofe  which  I  have  reci« 
jted,  it  is  more  immediately  incumbent  upon  aU  veb^ 
name  die  name  of  Chrift,  to  prevent  it  as  much  a$ 
pofible ;  I  mean,  the  fcandal  which  arifes  fiom  the 
mifcarriages  of  thofe  who  profefs  it.  Offences  of  tioi 
Icind  muft  xxanCt  but  nvoe  to  them  by  whom  they  ame%. 
There  were  pretended  Chriftians,  even  in  the  apoftles 
timesi  who  wtxt^nenites  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift^^  and 
by  their  evil  condu£):,  caufcd  the  ways  of  truth  to  be 
evil  fpoken  of;  and,  therefore^  we  cannot  be  furpri-* 
fed  that  there  are  fuch  perfons  now*  But  j^n  that 
love  the  Lordy  hate  £vU§.  There  are  «i|ai»r  wm  ^atch 
for  your  halting^  and  are  ready  to  fay^  There  $  tliiere  I 

Vol.  I.  K  fo 
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fo  we  would  -have  it.     It  will  be  in  vain  for  ^minifters 
to  declare  that  the  do^rines  of  grace  are  dodrines 
according  to  godlineis,  unlefs  our  teftimony  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  tempers  and  condu£l  of  our  people : 
the  world  will  probably  judge,  rather  by  what  they  fee 
in  you,  than  by  what  they  hear  from  us.     Nor  will 
it  fuflice  that  they  cannot  fay  you  are  an  adultereri  a 
drunkard,  a  mifer,  or  a  cheat.     If  you.efpoufe  our 
doftrinc,. they  will  expeA  you  to  be  humble,  meek, 
patient,  and  benevolent;  to  find  integrity  in  all. your 
dealings^  and  a  punAual  difcharge  of  your  duty  in 
every  branch  of  relative  life.     What  muft  the. world 
think  of  our  principles,  if  they  who  avow  them  are 
fretful,   envious,   cenforious,   difcontented,   flothful^ 
or  unfaithful ',  or  if  they  are  niggardly  and  hard-heart- 
ed, ^or  voluptuous  and  diflblute,  or  implacable  and 
revengeful!  They  who  thus  lay  stumbling-blocks  before 
theJjlwi^i  arid  confirm  the  prejudices  of  the  ignorant, 
..will  have  much  to  anfwer  for. 

IT    It  is  farther  faid,  He  was  a  man  of  forre^vSfand 

,acquahifed  ivith  grief.     He  was  furrounded  vt^ith  -for- 

rowti  on  pvtry  fide,  and  grief  was  his  intimate,  infe- 

parable  companion.    Surely  this  confideration,  if  any, 

will  animate  us  to  endure  the  crofs^  and  to  defpife  the 

Jbame  we  may  be  expoied  to  for  his  fake.     'Ihe  iliu- 

ilration  of  this  iuhjc£k  will  offer  more  fully  in  the  fe- 

^flP^l.  ^  It  (hall  (uihce,  at  prefent,  to  af&gn  three  q^ufes 

,  lor  his  cciitnmal  forrows. 

^  i^Tht  out%uard  couffe  of  life,  to  which  he  fubmit- 
^tcd,  for  the  lake'  of  iinntrs,  expofed  him  to  want, 
wearinefs,  contempt,  and  oppofition.  And  though 
his  rtfignation  and  patience  were  perfcd,  yet  he 
was  truly  a  man,  and  j)aTtaker  of  our  nature,  with 
all  its  afie^tions  and  fenlibilities  which; do  not  imply 
*;fin.  His  fcelii^s,  thertlore,  werei  human,  (imilar  to 
.Qur  own  iii  fimilar  circumftances,  and  they  were  of- 
%ni\  painfully  eterciied.  Once  and  again  we  read 
jhat  he  was  hungry  and  had  no  food  \  he  was  thir- 

fty 
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fty  *,  and  was  nearly  refufed  a  little  water  to  drinki 
when  wearied  with  his  journeying  in  the  heat  of  the 
day.  His  chara£}er  was  afperfed,  his  perfon  defpifed, 
his  words  inQdiouily  wrefted,  his  aftions  mifrepre- 
fcnced.  He  was  mifunderftood  even  by  his  friends^ 
betrayed  by  one  difciple,  denied  by  another,  and  for- 
faken  by  the  reft  f .  It  is  hardly  poffible  for  his  fol- 
lowers to  meet  with  any  outward  trial,  which  may 
not  remind  them  of  fome  part  of  the  hiftory  of  their 
I«ord  and  Mafter^  nvho  left  them  an  exampk  ofjujfering^ 
that  thty  /houid  c\ittxi\x\\y  follcnv  hisflepfX, 

2.  His  perfe&  knowledge  and  forefght .  of  thofe  fuf- 
ferings  which  we  emphatically  call  His  Pajfton*  How 
often  does  he  fpeak  of  them,  and  defcribe  the  cir- 
cumftances  as  if  they  were  a£\ually  prefent  ?  Futu- 
rity iS)  in  mercy,  concealed  from  us.  It  would  of- 
ten bereave  us  of  all  prefenc  comfort,  if  we  knew 
what  the  next  year,  or,  perhaps,  what  the  next  day 
would  bring  forth.  If  fome  of  you  could  have  fore- 
feen,  many  years  ago,  what  you  have  (ince  been 
brought  through,  you  would  probably  have  funk  un- 
der the  apprehenfion  ;  or  the  ftouteft  of  us  might 
fink  now»  if  we  were  certainly  to  know  what  may  be 
yet  before  us;.  But  Jefus,  long  before  he  made  atone- 
ment for  OUT  (ins,  had .  counted  the  coft.  And  the* 
his  love  determined  him  to  fave  us,  the  profpe£):, 
which  was  continually  prefent  to  his  view,  of  the  ap- 
proadiing  unutterable  agonies  of  his  foul,  of  all  that 
he  muft  endure  from  God,  from  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  from  wicked  men,  when  he  fliould  be  made 
4  eurfefor  us^  to  redeem  its  ft  em  the  curfe  of  the  law  |1 ', 
I  fay,  this  tremendous  profpe<^  was,  doubtlefs,  a  pcr- 
p  tual  fource  of  forrow.    . 

3,  The  frame  of  b'u  Spirtt.  Whoever  has  a  meafure  of 
the  mind  that  was  in  Chrift,  muft  be  proportionally 
burdened  and  grieved^  like  righteous  Lot  In  Sodom  f, 

K  2  with 
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with  the  wickednefs  around  him,  if  he  lives  in  fociety. 
*Who  that  has  any  regard  for  the  honour  of  God,  or 
fhe  fouls  of  men,  can  hear  and  fee  what  pafles  every 
hour ;  how  the  authoritv  of  God  is  affronted,  his 
goodnefs  «ibufed,  and  his  mercy  defpifed,  without 
emotions  of  grief  and  compaflion  ?  If  we  are  fpiri- 
fuallv*minded,  we  muft  be  thus  afie^ied;  and  we 
ihoufd  be  more  fo,  if  we  were  more  fpiritual.  But 
the  holinefs  of  Messiah,  and,  confiequently,  his  ha- 
tred of  fin,  was  abfolutely  perfed.  His  view  of  the 
iruilt  and  mifery  of  finners,  was  likewife  comprehen- 
ive  and  clear.  How  muft  he  be  therefore  grieved  by 
the  wickednefs  and  infenfibility  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  daily  converfed !  efpecialiy  as  be  not  only  obfer* 
ved  the  outward  condud  of  men,  but  had  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  evil  heart,  which  is  hidden  from 
us.  In  this  fenfe  his  fufierings  and  forrows  began 
with  his  early  years,  and  continued  throughout  the 
whole  of  his  life.  He  undoubtedly  could  fay,  with 
an  emphafis  peculiar  to  himfelf,  I  beheld  the  tranfgref* 
for  Si  and  was  grieved;  rivers  of  waters  run  down  mj 
eyeSf  becaufe  men  keep  not  thy  law  *• 

We  call  ourfelves  tlie  followers  and  fervants  of 
him,  who  wasdefpifedof  men,  and  encompafied  with 
forrows.  And  (hall  we  ^tnfetk  great  things  for  ourm 
Jelvesft  as  if  we  belonged  to  the  prefent  world,  and 
expeAed  no  portion  beyond  it  ?  Or  (hall  we  be  trem- 
blingly alive  to  the  opinion  of  our  fellow*  creatures, 
and  think  it  a  great  hard/hip,  if  it  be  our  lot  to  fuf- 
fer  (hame  for  his  fake^  who  endured  the  crofs,  and 
defpifed  the  fliame  for  us  ?  Rather  may  we  account 
fiich  difgrace  our  glory,  and  every  lofs  and  fufiering, 
that  we  may  endure  for  him,  a  gain ;  while  on  the 
other  hand  we  learn,  with  the  Apoftle  Paul,  to  ef- 
teem  every  gain  and  honour  this  world  can  ailFord,  to 
he  kit  lofs  and  dung  in  comparifon  of  the  ewellency  of  tie 
knowledge  of  Chr^  Jefus  our  LordX* 

S.  £  Rff 
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Voluntary  Suffering. 

Isaiah  I.  d. 

1  gave  my  hack  to  ihe  fmiters^  nnd  my  cheeis  t9  thetn 
that  plucked  off  the  hair  :  I  hid  not  my  face  from 
fhame  and /pitting* 

THAT  which  often  paSes  amongft  men  for  pB- 
folution^  and  the  proof  of  a  noble,  courageous 
{pint,  is,  in  reality,  the  efied  and  mark  of  a  weak 
and  little  mind.  At  leaft,  it  is  chiefly  owing^  to  the 
prefencc  of  certain  circumftances,  which  nave  a 
greater  influence  upon  the  condudl  than  any  inhe« 
rent  principle.  Thusj  may  perfons  who  appear  to 
fet  death  and  danger  at  denance  in  the  hourof  battle^ 
while  they  are  animated  by  the  examples  of  thofe 
around  them,  and  inftigated  by  a  fear  of  the  punifli* 
ment  or  Oiame  they  would  incur  if  they  deferted  their 
poft  ^  upon  a  change  of  fituation,  as,  for  in(tance>  on 
a  bed  of  (icknefs,  difcover  no  traces  of  the  heroifm 
for  whith  they  were  before  applauded,  but  tremble 
at  the  leifurely  approach  of  deathy  though  they  were 
thought  to  defpife  it  under  a  dtflFerent  form.  It  was 
not  true  furtitude,it  was  rather  a  contemptible  pufil"- 
lanimity,  that  determined  the  celebrated  Cato  to  de^ 
ftroy  iiimfelf*  He  was  afraid  of  Caefar;  his  dread* 
of  him,  after  his  vidortcs,  was  fo  great,  that  he  durft 
not  look  him  in  the  face  \  and  therefore  he  killed 
himfelf  to  avoid  him.  To  the  fame  meannefs  of  fen*' 
timent  we  may  confidently  afcribe  the  pretended' 
gallantry  of  modern  duellifts.  They  fight,  not  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  afraid  of  death,  but  becaufe- 
they  are   impelled  by  another,  fear^  which  lliaket^ 
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a  greater  impreflion  upon  a  feeble,  irrefolute  mind. 
They  live  upon  the  opinion  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
and  feel  themfelves  too  weak  to  bear  the  contempt 
they  (liould  meet  with  from  the  circle  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, if  they  fhould  decline  a£ling  upon  the 
falfe  principles  of  honour  which  pride  and  folly- 
have  eilablifhed.  They  have  not  refolution  fufficient 
TO  a£b  the  part  which  confcience  and  reafon  would 
di<^ate,  and  therefore  hazard  life,  and  every  thiag 
that  is  dear  to  them  as  m^n,  rather  than  dare  to 
wichftand  the  prevalence,  of  an  abfurd  and  brutal 
cuftom. 

A  patient  enduring  of  aiBiftion,  and  efpecially  of 
difgrace  and  contempt,  to  which  the  characters  the 
world  moil  admire  are  confefTedly  unequal,  is  a  much 
furer  proof  of  true  fortitude,  than  any\)f  thofe  actions 
which  the  love  of  ptaife,  the  fear  ot  man,  or  even  a 
mercenary  attachment  to  lucre,  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing. True  magnanimity  i^  evidenced  by  the  real 
importance  of  the  end  it  propofes,  and  by  the  fteadi« 
nefs  with  which  it  purfue$  the  proper  means  of  at- 
taining that  end  ;  undiilurbcd  and  unwearied  by  dif- 
ficulty, danger,  or  pain,  and  equally  indiifitrent  to  the 
cenfurc  or  fcorn  of  incompetent  judges.  This  great- 
nefs  of  mind  is  efiential  and  peculiar  to  the  charaAer 
of  the  Chriftian,  I  mean  the  Chriflian  who  dcfcrvcs 
the  name.  His  ends  are  great  and  fublime,  to  glorify 
God,  to  obtain  nearer  connn union  with  him,  and  to 
advance  in  conformity  to  his  holy  will.  To  attain 
thefe  ends,  he  employs^  the  means  prefcribed  by  the 
:  Lord,  he  wait$  at  "VV  ifdom's  gates  *,  and  walks  in  the 
paths  of  dependence  and  obedience.  He  therefore 
cannot  conform  to  the  prevailing  maxima  and  purfuits 
of  the  many,  and  is  liable  to  be  hated  and  fcorned  for 
Ins  fingularity.  But  he  neither  courts  the  fmiles  of 
iTien,  nor  fhrinks  at  the  thought  of  their  difpleafure. 
iic  loves  his  fellow- creatures^  and  is  ready  to  do  them 
;       ..  .     «veify 
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every  kind  office  in  his  power  5  but  nc  cannot  fear 
them,  becauft;  he  fears  the  Lord  God. 

But  this  life  the  Chriftian  lives  by  Kith  in  the  Soft 
^  God*.  Jefus  is  the  fource  of  his  wifdbn^  and 
rtrength.  '  He  likewife  is  his  exemplar.  He  is  crii- 
CiBed  to  the  world  by  the  crofs  of  Chriil ;  and  a 
principal  reafon  of  his  indifference  to  the  opinion  of 
the  world,'  is  the  confideration  of  the  manner  irj 
which  his  Lord  was  treated  by  it.  He  is  the  follower 
of  him  who  faid,  I  gave  my  back  to  the  f miters y  ani 
my  cheeks  to  them  that  piucked  tff  the  hair  :  I  hid  not 
my  face  fromjhame  and /pitting. 

Vft  may  obferve,  from  the  words,  that  the  humi- 
Kation  of  Messiah  was  voluntary ^  and  that  it  was 
i$«tieme, 

I.  With  refpeft  to  his  engagement,  as  the  Media* 
tor  between  God  and  (inners,  a  great  work  was  given 
him  to  do,  and  he  became  refpon(ible;  and  there- 
fore, in  this  fenfe,  bound,  and  under  obligation.  But 
his  compliance  was  Yiktvfik  voluntary  s  w  he  gave 
himfelf  up  freely  to  fufFer,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft. 
Could  he  have  telinquifhed  our  caufe,  and  left  us  to 
the  deferved  confequence  of  our  fins,  in  the  trying 
hour  when  his  enemies  fcized  upon  him,  legions  of 
Smgels  f ,  had  they  been  wanted,  would  have  appear- 
ed for  his  refcue.  But  if  he  was  deiermiiied  to  fave 
others,  then  his  own  fuiFerings  were  Unavoidable. 
Men,  in  the  profecution  of  their  defigns,  often  meet 
with  unexpected  difficulties  in  their  way,  which, 
though  they  encounter  with  fome  cheerfulnefs,  in 
hope  of  furmounting  them,  and  carrying  their  point 
at  laft,  are  confidered  as  impediments  \  but  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Messiah  were  effentially  neceflary  to  the 
accomplifliment  of  his  great  defigns,  precifely  de- 
termined, and  prefent  to  his  view  before-hand,  fo 
that  (as  I  lately  obferved)  there  was  not  a  fingle  cir- 
cumftance  that  happened  to  him  unawares.   He  knew 
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ibat  no  blood  but'  his  own  could  make  atonaiitnt  fot 
ill)  that  nothing  kfs  than  his  humiliation  could  ex- 
piate our  pride ;  that  if  he  did  not  thus  fufitr,  finners 
.  muft  inevitably  periih  \  and  therefore  (fuch  was  his 
:iove !)  he  cheerfully  and  voluntarily  ^a«^^  his  back  -t^ 
the  /miterSi  and  bis  che^s  to  them  that  plucked  iff  thB 
hair.  Two  defigns  of  vaft  importance  filled  his 
mind;  the  conn>ktion  of  them  was  that  jpj  fel  before 
Jum,  for  the  fake  of  which^  he  made  himfe^  rf^  Mto 
reputation^  endured  the  trofs^  and  defpifed  the  Jbame* 
Thefe  were»  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of 
finners. 

1.  The  higheft  end  of  his  mediation  was  to  did 
play  the  glory  of  the  divine  charafter  in  the  ftrotig* 
eft  light,  to  afford  to  all  intelligent  creatures  %  the 
brightcit  manifeflation  thev  are  capable  of  receiving, 
of  the  manifold  wifdom  of  Godj  his  holinefsi  juftice, 
truth,  and  love,  the  {lability  and  excellence  of  hfa 
moral  government,  all  mutually  illuflrating  each  others 
as  combined  and  ihining  forth  in  bis  perunif  and  ia 
his  mediatorial  work.  Much  of  the  glory  of  God 
may  be  feen,  by  an  enlightened  eye,  in  creation, 
much  in  bis  prpvidential  rule  and  care  over  his  crea- 
tures; but  the  brightne/s  oi  his  glory  f,  the  exprefs 
and  full  difcovery  of  his  perfeSions,  can  only  be 
known  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  revelation  which  God 
has  given  of  himfelf  to  the  world  by  him.  And, 
accordingly,  we  are  aflured,  that  the  angelsj  whofe 
knowledge  of  the  natural  world  is  doubtlefs  vaftly 
fuperior  to  ours,  defire  to  look  into  thefe  things  ; 
and  that  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  is  fuperemi- 
nently  made  known  to  principalities  and  powers,  in 
heaven,  by  the  difpenfation  of  his  grace  to  the  church 
redeemed  from  the  earth. 

2.  Subordinate  to  thi^  great  defign,  clofely  con^ 
ne&ed  with  it,  and  the  principal  efFe£i:  for  which 
it  will  be  admired  and  magnified  to  eternity,  is  the 
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complete  and  everlafting  falvation  of  that  multitude  of 
miferable  finnersi  who>  according  to  the  purpofe  o£ 
God|  and  by  the  working  of  his  mighty  power,  {hall 
believe  in  this  Saviour  ;  and  who,  renouncing  every 
other  hope,  (hall  put  their  trufl:  in  him,  upon  the 
warrant  of  the  promife  and  command  of  God,  and. 
yield  themfelves  to  be  his  willing  and  devoted  peopk.. 
Many  are  their  tribulations  in  the  prefent  life,  but 
they  fhall  be  delivered  out  of  them  all «,  they  (hall 
overcome,  they  fhall  be  more  than  conquerors,  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamby  and  the  word  of  his  teflimony  *;  and 
then  they  fhall  fhine,  like  the  fun,  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  The  confummation  of  their  happinefs,  is  a 
branch  of  the  joy  which  was  fet  before  him.  For 
their  fakes,  that  they  might  be  happy,  that  he  may 
be  admired  in  them,  and  by  them,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  who  is  aU  in  all,  he  voluntarily  fubftitutedhim* 
felf  to  fufierings  and  death*  He  endured  the  crofs, 
and  he  defpifed  the  Chame.  He  gave  his  back  to  the 
finiterSi  his  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  sff  tbt  hair,  ht- 
bid  not  his  face  from  J^ame  andffitting^ 

II.  But  are  we  reading  a  prophecy^  or  the  hitlory 
ef  his  extreme  humiliation  r  It  is  a  prophecy ;  how 
litCTally  and  exa£llyit  was  fulfilledi  we  learn  from  his 
hiftory  by  the  evangelids.  With  what  cruelty,  withi 
what  contempt  was  he  treated,  firft  by  the  fervants 
in  the  hall  of  the  High  Priefl,  afterwards  by  the  Ro« 
man  foldiertt !  Let  us  confider  him,  who  endured  the 
contradiction  of  ftnners  against  himfelf\i  Thcfc  words 
of  the  apofUe  fuggefl  fome  preliminary  obfervations^ 
to  prepare  our  minds  for  receiving  a:  due  imprel&an. 
from  the  feveral  particulars  here  mentioned; 

When  the  apofUe  would  difpofe  believers  by  an: 

argument  or  motive  (which,,  if  we  fully  underitood 

k,  would  render  all  other  arguments  unn^sceiTary)  to 

endure  fufFerings  and  erodes  patiently^  he  fays,  Con^ 

Jidcr  him — ^he  ufes  a  word-  which  is  properly  a  ma- 
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thcmatical  term,  denoting  the  ratio  or  proportion 
between  different  numbers,  or  figures,  q.  d.  Com- 
pare yourfelves  with  him,  and  his  fufferings  with 
your  own.  Confider  who  he  is,  no  lefs  than  what 
he  endured. 

In  the  apprehenfions  of  men,  infults  are  aggrava- 
ted in  proportion  to  the  difparity  between  the  perfon 
who  receives,  and  who  offers  them.  A  blow  from 
an  equal  is  an  offence,  but  would  be  ftill  more  deep- 
ly refented  from  an  inferior.  But  if  a  fubjeft,  a 
fervani,  a  flave,  fhould  prefume  to  ftrike  a  king,  it 
would  juftly  be  deemed  an  enormous  crime.  But 
Jefus,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  whom 
all  the  angels  of  God  worfhip,  made  himfelf  fo  en- 
tirely of  no  reputation,  that  the  bafeft  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  fervants>  the  common  foldicrs,  were  not  a- 
fraid  to  make  him  the  objedi  of  their  derifion,  and 
to  exprefs  their  hatred  in  the  mod  farcaftic  and  con- 
temptuous manner. '  It  is  faid^  that  he  endured  the 
contradiSion  of  Jtnners,  So>  perhaps,  do  we  j  but 
we  are  finners  likewife,  and  deferve  much  more  thaii 
we  fuffer^  if  not  immediately  from  the  inflrumenta 
of  our  grief,  yet  from  the  Lord,  who  Has  a  right  to 
employ  what  inftruments  he  pleafes  to  afflift  us  for 
our  fins.  This  thought  quieted  the  fpirit  of  David^ 
when  his  own  fon  rofe  up  againft  his  life,  and  his 
own  fervant  eurfcd  him  to  his  face  *.  But  Jefus 
was  holy,  harmfefs,  and  undefiled,  he  had  done  no- 
thing amifs ;  yet  the  ufage  he  met  with  was  fuch 
as  has  feldom  been  offered  to  the  vileft  malefaGor. 
Their  cruel  and  fcornful  contradiftion  was  likewife 
cxprefsly  and  dire£llv  againft  timfi/f;  yjvhcrtzs  his 
people  only  fuffer  from  nnreafonable  and  wicked 
men,  for  his  fake,  and  for  their  profefTed  attach- 
ment to  iitn.  In  the  moft  violent  pcrlecutions,  they 
who  could  be  prevailed  on  to  renounce  his  name 
and  his  caufc  ufually  cfcaped  punilhment,  and  were 

frequently 

♦  %  Sam.  xvl  i]t. 


Sen  1 9*.  Voluntary  Steffi  ring!  iij 

frequently  favoured  and  rewarded.  And  this  is  ftill 
the  ground  of  the  world's  difpieafure  \  fierce  and 
bitter  as  their  oppofition  may  feem,  the  way  to  re- 
conciliation is  always  open ;  they  are  not  angry  with 
us  farther  than  we  avow  a  dependence  upon  him,', 
and  (hew  ourfelves  determined  to  obey  him  rather 
than  men*  If  wc  could  fbrfake  him,  their  refcnt- 
ment  would  be  difarmed,  for  they  mean  no  more 
than  to  intimidate  us  from  his  fervice.  I  do  not' 
think  that  they  viho  make  peace  with  the  wbrld  up^ 
on  thefc  terms,  are  cfteemed  by  them  for  their  com- 
pliance, but  tficy  are  feldom  difturbed  any  longer. 
It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  if  \«^e  fufFertas  Chriftians, 
it  is  for  his  fake.  He  likcwife  fuffercd  for  our  fakes  ;* 
but  how  wide  is  the  diiFereUce  between  him  and  us  ? 
We,  when  the  trial  is  (harp,  are  in  danger  of  fltnch- 
ing  from  the  caufe  of  our  beft  friend  and  benefac- 
tor, to  whom  our  obligations  are  fo  innumerable, 
and  fo  imtmenfe ;  whereaai  he  gave  himfelf  up  to^ 
'  endure  fuch  things  for  us,  when  we  were  (Irangers 
and  enemies  !  He  was  not  only  treated  with  cruel-: 
ty,  but  with  every  mark  of  the  utmo(t  deteft'atioa 
and  fcorn,  which  wanton,  unfeeling,  unreftrained 
barbarity  could  fuggeft* 

I.  They  began  tofpU  upon  him  in* the  High  Prieft's 
hall.     The  Roman    foldiers  likewife   did  Jpit  up6n 
tim,  y^hen  they  had  contemptuouily  arrayed  him  in' 
a  fcarlet  robe,  and  bowed  the  knee  before  him,  in' 
mockery  of  his  title. of  King.     Great  as  ati^  infult  of ' 
this  kind  would  be  deemed  amongft  us,  it  wa|.  coth- ' 
fidered  as  flili  greater,  according  to  the  cuftoms  pr<i- 
valent  in  the  eaftern  countries.     There,  to  fpit,  even' 
io  the  prefence  of  a  perfon,    though  it  were  only"^ 
upon  the  ground,  conveyed  the  idea  of  difdain  and 
abhorrence.     But   the  lowefl  of  the  people  Ipit  in 
tht  face  of  the  Son  of  :God.     No  comparUbn  can 
fuUy^  illuftrate  this  mdignity.     There   is  fome  pro- 
portion between  the  greateft  earthly  Monarch  and 
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ifie  moil:  abje£i  flaire.    They  did  not  fpit  upoa  Alex* 
anderi  or  Caefar,  but  upon  tbe  Lord  of  glory. 

2.  They  hufftUd  and  keai  him  on  tbefdce^  and  whei> 
he  meekly  olfFered  hts  cheeks  to  their  blows,  theyi 
plucked  off  the  hair.  The  beard  was  in  thofe  timed 
accottfited  honourable;,  and  when  David's  fervants 
were  fliaven  by  the  command  of  Hanun  *,  the/ 
were  aihamed  to  be  feen.  But  Jefus  was  not  (ha- 
yea.  With  favage  violence  they  tore  off  the  hair 
W  his  beard;   while  he,  like  a  fheep^  before   the 

ihearers,  was  ditmb,  and  quietly  yielded  himfelf  ta 
their  outrages. 

3.  His  iadb:  they  tare  nvHh  fcourga^  as  was  fore- 
told by  the  PfalcnHl  f .  STA?  plrwerf  phnjoed  upoi^ 
fHy  b^ky  tiiy  made  bng  tBtkr  furr<nvs.  The  Jcwiih 
eoun^  condemned  htm  to  death  for  blafphemy,  be*» 
caufe  he  faid  he  was  the  Son  of  God.  Stoning  waa 
the  punifliment  prefcribed,  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  i» 
fuch  cafes  |.  Bui  this  death  was  not  fufficiently  lin- 
gering and  tormenting  to  gratify  their  malice.  To 
glijtf  their  infatbUe  cruelty,  they  were  therefore  wiU 
ling  to  own  their  fub}e£l:k>n  to  the  Roman  power  to 
be  fo  abfti^ute,  that  it  was  not  law£ul  for  them  to 
put  any  one  to  death  ||  according  tO'  their  own  j^ 
4itial.  \SL}$r ;»  and  thus  wllfuUy,  though  unwittingly^ 
they  fulfilled  the  prophecies*  They  preferred  the 
puniflimetit  which  the  Romans  appropriated  to 
flaves  who  were  gmlty  of  ftsgitious  crimes,  add 
therefose  tnlifted  that  he  (boukl  be  crocified.  Ac-^ 
leording  to  the  &oman  cuftom,  thofe  who  were  cru-^ 
dfied  weise  previoufly  fcourged..  Thus,  when  diey 
had  mocked  Um,  and  made,  him  their  fport,  by 
putting  a  crown  of  thorns  on  hishead>  aiid  a  reedF 
in  his  hand  for  a  fcepire,  in  derifion  of  his  kingly 
office,  he  was  dripped  an^  fcourged.  It  was  not 
unfrequent  for  the  fuffirers  to  expire  under,  the  fe- 
Tcrity  and  tofture  of  fcouvging.     And'  we  may  be- 

certaia, 
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certain  that  Jefus  experienced  no  leuity  from  their 
mercilefs  bands.  The  {lowers  plowed  his  back.  But 
more  and  greater  tortures  were  before  him.  He  was 
engaged  to  make  a  full  atonement  for  fin  by  his  fuf- 
ferings  \  and  as  he  had  power  over  his  own  life^  he 
would  not  difmifs  his  fpirit,  till  he  could  fay.  It  is 
finifbed. 

And  now,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Pilate,  Behold  the 
man  *  /  Oh )  for  a  realizing  impreiDon  of  this  his 
extreme  humiliation  and  fuffering,  that  we  may  be 
duly  afie£ted  with  a  fenfe  of  his  love  to  finners,  and 
of  the  evil  of  our  fins,  which  rendered  it  neceffary 
that  the  furety  (hould  thus  fufFer !  Behold  the  Lamb 
ff  Gody  mocked,  blind-folded,  fpit  upon,  and  fcour- 
ged  I  Let  us  add  to  all  this  the  confideration  of  his 
praying  for  his  tormentors  f ,  and  we  have  an  es> 
ample  of  perfect  magnanimity. 

Shall  we  then  refufe  to  fufier  (hame  for  his  fake, 
and  be  intimidated  by  the  frowns  or  contempt  of  men, 
from  avowing  our  attachment  to  him  I  Ah  1  Lord, 
we  are,  indeed,  capable  of  this  bafenefs  and  ingrati- 
tude. But  if  thou  art  pleafed  to  ftrengthen  us  with 
the  power  of  thy  Spirit,  we  will  account  fuch  dis- 
grace our  glory.  Then  vrt  will  not  hang  down  our 
heads  and  defpond,  but  will  rather  rejoice  and  be  ex*. 
ceeding  glad,  if  the  world  revik.us,  and  perfecute  us,^ 
and  fpeak  all  manner  of  evil  againft  us,  provided  it 
be  falfely  j:»  and  provided  it  be  for  thy  fake  I 

Shall  we  continue  in  fin  t|,  after  we  know  what  it 

coft  him  to  expiate  our  fins  !    God  forbid  I    Whea 

Mark  Antony  addrefled  the  citizens  of  Rome,    to^ 

animate  them  to  revenge  the  death  of  Cs&far — ^he 

enlarged  upon  Caefar's  charaAer,  his  great  a£tions,^ 

bis  love  to  the  Roman  people,  and  the  evidence  he 

had  given  of  it,  in  the  donation*  and  bequefts  hdt 

had  appointed  tfiem  by  his  will^  the  particulars  of 

vrhich  he  fpeclfied.    When  he  had  thus  engaged 

their 
^  JohDiXix^jf.     f  Lidie  xxiii.  34.      { Matt.  v.  zx.      |  Rom.  vi.  u 
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their  admiration  and  gratitudey  and  they  difcovered 
emotions  of  regret  and  fcnfibility,  that  Cssfar,  the 
greateH;  charafler  in  Rome,  who  had  fought  and  tri« 
umphtd  for  them^  and  had  remembered  them  in  his 
will>  fhould  be  flain,  Antony  threw  aOde  a  cloth, 
and  ihewed  them  his  dead  body  covered  with  wounds 
and  blood.  This  fight  rendered  it  needlefs  to  fay 
more.  The  whole  afTtmbly  united  as  one  man^  to 
fearch  out,  and  to  deftroy  his  murderers.  The  ap- 
plication is  obvious. — May  our  hearts,  from  this 
hour,  be  filled  with  a  determinedi  invariable  refent- 
ment  againlt  fin,  the  procuring  caufe  of  the  humilia-*- 
tion  and  death  of  our  beit  friend  and  benefador ! 


S  £  R>. 
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SERMON       XIX. 

Meffiah  Suffering  and  Wounded  for  us. 

Isaiah  llii.  4,  5.        ^      < 

Surely  he  hath  home  our  grief  and  carried  our  fir* 
ronvs.'-^He  was  ivoundea  for  our  trans greffions^  he 
'Was   briiifed  for  our  iniquities  :  the  chaftifement  of 
our  peace  was  upon  him^  and  with  his  f tripes  %ve  are 
heah  d. 

WHEN  our  Lord  was  transfigured,  Mofes  and 
Elijah  appeared  in  glory  and  converfed  with 
him.  Had  we  been  informed  of  the  interview  on- 
ly, we  fhould  probably  have  defired  to  know  the 
fubjefi  of  their  converfation,  as  we  might  reafon- 
ably  fuppofe  it  turned  upon  very  interefting  and 
important  topes.  The  fcripture  makes  little  provi- 
fion  for  the  indulgence  of  our  curiofity,  but  omits 
nothing  that  is  neceffary  for  our  inftruftion ;  and 
we  learn  thus  much  from  it,  that  they  difcourfedt, 
not  upon  the  trifling  things  which  the  world  ac- 
counts great,  fuch  as  the  rife  and  fall  of  empires ; 
but  they  fpake  of  the  fufferings  of  Jefus,  and  of  the 
deceafe  which  he  fhould  accompliih  at  Jerufalem. 
They  fpake  of  his  Exodus  *,  (as  the  word  is)  his  dc-. 
parture  out  of  life^  the  iflue  and  completion  of  his 
engagement  for  finners,  that  is,  his  crucifixion  and 
death.  This  is  the  grand  theme  of  heaven  and  hea- 
ven-born fouls.  We  lately  confidered  the  cruel  in- 
fults  Messiah  fubmitted  to,  from  the  lervants  in  the 
High  Prielt's  hall,  and  from  the  Roman  foldiers. 
The  paffage  I  have  now  read  leads  our  meditations 

to 
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to  the  foot  of  the  crofs.  May  the  Holy  vSpirit  tea- 
Hzc  the  fcene  to  our  hearts  \  The  croft  of  Chrift  dif- 
plays  the  divine  perfeQions  with  peculiar  glory. 
Here  the  name  of  God  is  revealed,  as  a  juft  God 
and  a  Saviour.  Here  the  believer  contemplates  in 
one  view,  the  unfpeakable  evil  of  fin,  and  the  un^ 
fearchable  riches  of  mercy.  This  gives  him  the 
mod  afFefting  fenfe  of  the  mifery  which  he  has  de- 
ferved,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  receives  the  fulleft 
aflurance  that  there  is  forgivenefs  with  God,  and 
difcovers  a  fure  foundation  whereon  he  may  build 
his  hope  of  eternal  life,  without  fear  of  difappoint* 
ment.  From  the  moment  the  Apoftle  Paul  was  en- 
lightened to  underftand  this  myflery  of  redeeming 
love,  he  accounted  his  former  gain  but  lofs ;  his  for- 
mer fuppofcd  wifdom  no  better  than  folly  5  and  be- 
came determined  to  know  nothing  *,  to  depend  upon 
nothing,  to  glory  in  nothing,  but  Jefus  Ghrift,  and 
him  crucified. 

A  reprefentatlon  of  the  Redeemer's  fufFerings, 
capable  -of  exciting  tears  and  moving  the  paflions, 
may  be  made  by  the  powers  of  oratory ;  and  (imi^ 
lar  emotions  have  often  been  produced  by  a  romance- 
or  a  tragedy,  though  the  fubjeft  is  known  before- 
hand to  oe  entirely  a  fiftion.  But  light  in  the  uiir 
derftanding  is  neceflary  to  convince  and  influence  the 
heart.  Unlefs  the  mind  be  deeply  penetrated  with 
the  caufes  which  rendered  Messiah's  death  neceffa- 
ry,  the  mod  pathetic  defcrip^ion  of  tht/oB  will  leave 
the  will  and  affeflions  unchanged.  I  hope  many  of 
my  auditory  can  aflign  thefe  caufes.  You  have  felt 
yourfelves  perfonally  concerned  in  an  event  which 
took  place  long  before  your  birth ;  and  if  you  are 
aCked,  Why  was  Jefus  mocked,  bufieted,  and  {pit 
upon  ?  and  why  were  his  enemies  permitted  to  nail 
him  to  the  crofs?  You  can  anfwer^  Surely  he  hath 

f  X.  Cor.  u,  1.    Gal  «i«  14^ 
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'^horne  our  griefs y  and carrit J  oar  Jbrrows '•^2nd  joxx  can 
likewife  fay,  Bj  his  firsts  w^  are  healed. 

The  words  lead  us  to  confider  the  caufe  and  the 

I.  The  caufe  of  the  Redeemer's  fufferings,  implied 
in  the  word  our*  He  bore  the  griefs  and  forrows 
which  were  our  defert.  Such  is  the  language^  the 
conftilion)  the  grateful  acknowledgment  of  all  who 
believe  in  his  name.  They  who  are  delivered  by 
grace  from  the  fpirit  and  power  of  this  evil  world, 
and  who  live  by  his  death,  and  likewife  they  who 
fee  they  muft  perifli  unlefs  faved  by  him,  are  autho- 
rifed  to  Confider  him  as  mindful  of  them,  and  ma- 
king provifion  for  them  in  the  day  of  his  trouble. 
They  who  were  adnally  healed  by  looking  at  the 
brazen  ferpent,  according  to  God's  appointment, 
^had  a  fufficient  proof  in  themfelves,  that  it  was 
ere&ed  and  placed  in  view  of  the  camp^,  on  their 
account.  He  bore  our  griefs. — It  does  not  follow 
that  fmners  muft  hare  been  crucified,  if  the  Sa« 
viour  had^«not  been  crucified  on  their  behalf.  But  as 
this  was  a  painful  and  terrible  puniOiment,  it  may 
teach  us,  that  without  his  interpofition  we  were 
juftly  liable  to  extremity  of  mifery  in  the  prefent 
life.  That  we  who  have  offended  God  (hould  en^ 
yoy  healthy  peace,  or  fatisfa£lion  for  a  fingie  hour ; 
that  we  do  not  draw  every  breath  in  the  moft  ez« 
cruciating  pain  \  that  we  derive  any  comfort  from 
creatures  y  that  we  are  not  a  burden  and  a  terror  to 
ourfeives,  and  mutually  to  each  other;  that  our  ftate 
while  upon  earth,  is,  in  any  refped,  better  than  an 
image  of  hell, — muft  wholly  be  afcribed  to  him.  A 
iinner,  as  fuch,  is  under  the  curfe  of  the  law ;  and 
this  curfe  includes  every  fpecies  of  mifery  that  can 
affed  us,  either  in  mind,  body,  or  eftate.  But  he 
vras  appointed,  from  the  beginning,  to  fuftain  and 
exhauft  the  curfe  for  us.     And  there(oie  the  earth, 

though 
^  Kttin*  sii.  9. 
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though  fo  long  inhabited  by  wretches  in  a  ftate  of' 
bold  rebellion  againft  their  Maker,  is  6iled  with  the 
fruits  and  evidences  ol  his  long-fufFcring  patience 
and  mercy.  Therefore  he  ftill  affords  us  rain  and 
fruitful  feafons  *,  indulges  US  with  a  variety  of  tem- 
poral bk flings y  and  gives  us  power  to  take  comfort 
in  then).  This  confidcration  greatly  enhances  the 
value  of  temporal  good  things  to  his  people.  Th^y 
receive  them  as  from  his  hand,  as  tokens  of  his  love 
and  pledges  of  his  favour,  fan£bified  to  their  ufe  by 
his  blood  and  promife.  Cheered  by  fuch  thoughts 
as  thefe,  his  poor  people  often  enjoy  their  plain  fare 
wkh  a  pieafure,  of  which  the  expenfive  and  diflipated 
fenfualiil  has.no  conception.  And  how  does  it  add 
to  the  reliih  of  all  earthly  comforts^  X»  think,  while 
we  su?e  ufing  them, 

There^s  not  a  gift  his  hand  bestows^ 
But  cost  his  heart  a  groan  ! 

So,  Ukewife,  the  remembrance  of  what  he  bore  for 
them  alleviates  the  prefTure  of  all  their  iuiFering8> 
and  affords  them  a  ground  whereon  they  may  rejoice^ 
yea  glory  in  tribulaticn  f  alfo, 

.  But  his^  crucifixion,  and  the  whole  of  his  fuffer- 
ings  from  wicked  men,  cannot  give  us  a  juft  idea  of 
what  he  endured  for  us.  Grievous  as  they  were, 
cpnfidered  in  themfelves,  they  were  light,  if  compa^ 
yed  with  the  agonies  of  his  foul.  Thefe  extorted  the 
blood  from  his  body  ^,  before  the  hand  of  man 
touched  him.  And  when  he  uttered  his  mod  dolo- 
rous cry  upon  the  crofs,  it  was  not  for  the  anguiih 
of  his  bodily  wounds,  but  his  foul  felt  for  a  feafon 
a  reparation  from  the  prefence  and  comforts  of  God« 
Therefore  he  faid,  Why  haft  thouforfaken  me  \\  ?  It  is 
true  his  holy  nature  was  not  capable  of  fome  part  of 
t(he  impenitent  finner's  portion.  Remorfe  of  con- 
fcience,    the  ftings  of  the  never-dying  wo(m,  and 

the 

*  A^s  sir.  17.    f  Rom.  v.  3.    \  Luke  »iii.  44.     \  Matt.  xxvU.  46. 
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the  horrors  and  rage  of  derpair>  dbuld  not  touch  him^ 
who  had  no  perfonal  fin,  and  whofe  love  and  faith 
were  always  perfedl :  But  a  fword  pierced  his  foul : 
and  it  pleafed  the  Father  not  only  to  permit  him  to 
be  bruifed  by  the  cruelty  of  his  eneraies^  but  to  bruife 
him  hunlclf  *. 

The  ground  of  all  this  was  laid  in  his  voluntary 
fubilitution  of  himfelf  from  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  to  obey  and  fuffer .  in  behalf  of  his  peo- 
ple. This  point  will  offer  more  dirc£^ly  from  the 
paflage  we  are  next  to  confider.  At  prefent  let  us 
briefly  notice  the  expreffions  before  us. 

1.  He  was  wounded,  This  word,  which  fignifies 
pierced  atjlabbedi  refers  to  his  crucifixion.  This  pu« 
nilhment.  being. unknown  to  the  Jews.tilKthey  were 
brought  under  the  Roman  powers  they  bad)  there^ 
fore^  no  exprefs  name  for,  in  their,  bnguage.  Yet 
it  is  plainly  defcribed  by  the  Pfalmift,  who,  fpeak« 

.  ii)gi  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  in  the  perfon  of  Moc-t 
SIAH^  fays,  They  pieri^d  tny  hands  and  my  feet  ^.  •  Ajad 
it  was  typified  under  the  law  of  Mofes:):,  by  the 
curfe  annexed  to  hanging  Upon  a  tree^  which  was 
the  neareft  death  to  this;  by  the  pafchallamb,  which 
was  roafted  \  and  by  the  brasvn  ferpent.     It  was  a  fit 

.  death  for  a  finner,  painful  and  ignominious.  How 
circumftantial  were  the  prophecies,  how  appofite  the 
types,  how  exatStly  was  all  iulfiiled,  and  how  wonder- 
ful was  it  that  the  Jews.fhould  be  led  to  depart  from 
their. own  cudoms  and^purpofes,  in  order  to  their  ac- 
compliibnxent,  though  they  intended,  nothing  Uf» ! 
But  it  was  the  determined  counfel  and  >appotntmeot 
of  God  il,  who  over-rules  all  the  defigns  of  men,  and 
all  that  to  us  appears  contingent,  to  the  purpofes  of 
his  own  will  and  glory. 

2.  He  was  bruifed.  If  w«  diftinguifli  wounded 
from  bruifed>  the  latter  may  b^  .nef^rsdl  to  the  for- 

.    .     V  ..        ypyirs 

•  If.  llii  10  t  J^fel-  «"'•  !*• 
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TOTKTs  of  his  foul,  (for  it  is  exprefslf  faid,  b  pleafid 
the  Lord  to  bruife  him) ;  that  diftrefs  btok^  his  heart, 
filled  him  with  difmay,  caufed  him  to  be  fore  amazed 
and  very  heavy,  ^ndi  to  fay  tc?  his  difcipks.  My  foul 
Is  exceeding  forrowfuly  even  unt9  death  *•  No  words 
can  be  more  fele£ied  and  emphatical,  than  thofe 
which  the  evangelifts  ufe  ia  defcribing  his  conftema*- 
tton  in  the  garden  of  Gethfemane*  How  can  this 
his  At]tdi\on  and  terror  be  accoonted  for  by  thofe 
who  deny  that  his  fofierings  and  death  were  a  proper 
atonement  of  (in  \  and  who  fuppofe,  that  whea  he 
had  given  to  men  a  ferkfk  role  of  life,  and  commend* 
ed  it  to  them  by  his  own  example,  he  died,  merely 
to  confirm  the  truth  oi  his  do£irine,  and  to  encott* 
rage  his  vfoUowers  to  faithfalnefs  under  fu&rings ! 
'Many  of  his  followers,  who  were  thus  witnefles  for 
the  truth,  and  patterns  of  faithfalnefs  to  us,  have  met 
death  in  its  moft  terrible  forms  with  compofure,  yea, 
with  pleafure,  yea,  with  tranfports  of  joy.  Bist  is 
&e  difciple  above  his  Lord  ?  If  Chriftians  have  tri* 
omphed  in  fuch  circumftances,  why  did  Chrifl  trem* 
ble  ?  Not  furely  becaufe  their  courage  and  conilancyr 
wete  greater  than  his.  The  caufes  were  entirely  dif- 
ferent. The  martyrs  were  given  up  to  them  wb<» 
only  could  trill  the  body ;  but  Jefus  fufFered  imme- 
dbtely  from  the  hand  of  God.  One  ftroke  of  hig 
mighty  hand  can  bruife  the  fpirit  of  man  more  fen- 
(ibly  than  the  united  power  of  all  creatures*  Jefus 
died.  They  that  believe  in  htm,  are  faid  t§  Jteep  in 
him  f .  To  fhem^  death  comes  difarmed  of  its  ftiiig, 
wearing  a  friendly  afpcfl;,  and  bringing  a  welcome 
meiTage  of  difmiffion  from  every  evil.  But  the  death 
of  Jefus  was  death  indeed,  death  in  all  its  honors^ 
the  death  which  finners  had  deferved  to  fuffcr  as 
tranfgrefibrs  of  the  law. 

3.  The  thaf^emen^QX  the  punifbment  of  our  peace 
nvai  upon  him^  that  chaftifement  or  puniihment  on 
the  account  of  which  finners  obtain  peace  with  God. 

It 

^  Matt.  nvi.  38.  f  I  Theii;  iv.  i\t 
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It  properly  fignifies  here,  a  puni(hment  for  inftruc* 
lion  or  example.  Punilhments  are  infltdted,  either 
for  the  corrediion  of  an  offender,  or  for  the  preren- 
tion  of  evil,  or  for  example  to  others.  The  two 
former  reafons  could  not  apply  to  our  Lord.  He  had 
committed  no  evil,  he  was  perfe£t  before,  and  in  fuf- 
Sering.  But  (landing  in  the  place  of  finners,  and  en- 
gaged to  ^expiate  their  offences,  he  was  made  a  pub* 
Uc  example  of  the  mifery  and  diltrefs  which  fin  de- 
merited.  Thus  juftice  was  vindicated  in  the  exercife 
ci  mercy,  and  finners  believing  in  his  name  are  ex- 
empted from  paniflmient,  for  his  fake,  in  a  way  which 
affords  not  the  leaft  encouragement  or  extenuation  to 
(in.     And  thus  our  peace  is  procured.  , 

II.  The  tSkOt  of  his  fufierings  for  fins  not  bis 
own.  He  bore  our  griefs^  and  carried  our  forronus  /. 
he  was  wounded  and  bruifed  for  us,  the  chaJUfement 
of  our  peace  nvas  upon  him^  that  by  his  Jtripes  we  may 
be  healed.  The  Hebrew  word  here,  and  the  Gredc 
yfifaA,  the  Apoflle  Peter  ufes  in  his  quotation  of  this 
pafTage,  which  we  render  J^ripes^,  is  properly  the 
mark  which  ftripes  or  wounds  leave  upon  the  body, 
or,  as  we  fay,  fears.  The  fears  in  his  hands,  feet, 
and  iide,  and  perhaps  other  marks  of  his  many 
wounds,  remained  after  hisrefurreflion.  And  John 
faw  him  in  vifion,  before  the  throne,  as  a  Iamb  that 
had  been  (Iain.  All  thefe  expreflions  and  reprefenta- 
dons,  I  apprehend,  are  defigned  to  intimate  to  U8» 
that  though  the  death  of  Messiah  is  an  event  long 
fincc  pad,  yet  the  effefts  and  benefits  are  ever  new, 
and  to  the  eye  of  faith  are  ever  prefcnt.  How  ad- 
mirable 18  this  expedient,  that  the  wounds  of  one,  yea, 
of  millions,  (hould  be  healed,  by  beholding  the 
wounds  of  another !  Yet  this  is  the  language  of  the 
^ofpel.  Look  and  live.  Look  unto  me,  and  be  yefaved. 
Three  great  wounds  are  ours,  guilt,  fin,  and  forrow  j 
but  by  contemplating  his  weals  or  fears  with  an  en- 
lightened 

*  J  Pet.  ill.  t4.. 
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lightened  eye,  and  by  pghtly  anderftanding,  who 
was  thus  wounded,  and  why,  all  thefe  wounds  are 
healed. 

You  who  live  by  this  medicine  fpcak  well  of  it.  Tell 
to  others,  as  you  have  an  opportunity,  what  a  Saviour 
you  have  found.     It  is  ufual  for  thofe  who  have  been 
rtlifved,  in  dangerous  and  complicated  difeafes,  by  a 
(kllful  phyfician,  to  commend  him  to  others  who  are  la- 
bouring under  the  like  maladies.    We  often  fee  public 
acknowledgments  to  this  purpofe.     If  all  the  perfons 
who  have  felt  the  efficacy  of  a  dying  Saviour's  wounds 
apprehended  by   faith,  were  to  publiih   their  cafes, 
how  greatly  would  his  power  and  grace  be  difplayed  ! 
They  are  all  upon  record,  and  will  all  be  known  in 
the  great  day  of  his  appearing.     Some  of  them  are 
occaConally  publifhed,  and  may  be  read  in  our  own 
tongue.     And  though  they  arc  not  all  related  with 
equal  judgment,   nor   attended  with   circumflances 
equally  flriking,  yet   there  is  a  fufficiency,  in   this 
way,  to  leave  the   world  without  excufe.     Not  t9 
mention  modern  accounts  of  this  kind^  (though  many 
might  be  mentioned  which  are  indifputably  true,  and 
fuperior  to  the  cavils  of  gainfayers),  the  Confeilions 
of  Auftin  may  be  appealed  to,  as  a  proof  that  the 
gofpel  is  not  a  fydem  of  notions  only,  but  has  ai 
mighty  power  to  enlighten  the  bewildered  mind,  to 
fubdue  the  obftinate  will,  to  weaken  the  force  of  long* 
confirmed  habits  of  evil,  to  relieve  from  diilreflin^ 
fears,  and  to  tStO.  a  real,  univerfal,  permanent,  and 
beneficial  change  of  fentiment  and  condu£t,  fuch  as 
no  fimilar  inilance  can  be  found,  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind,  to  have  be^n .  produced  by  any  other  prin- 
ciples.    But  if  you  are  a  true  Chriflian,  in  the  circle 
of  your  connexions  you  will  fometimes  have  a  fair 
opportunity  of  giving  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
you.     Pray  for  grace  and  wifdo;n  to  improve  fuch 
feafons  \  and  if  you  fpeak  the  truth  in  fimplicity  an^l 
T  love. 
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Jove,  you  know  not  but  the  .Lord  may  give  his  blef- 
fing  to  your  teftimony,  and  honour  you  a&  an  inftru- 
ment  of  good.  And  to  convert  one  (inner  from  the 
error  of  his  way,  i$  an  event  of  greater  importance, 

(than  the  deliverance  of  a  whole  kingdom  from  tem* 

-porai  evil. 

Yet  rtmember,  if  you  efpoufe  this  caufe,  a  certain 

.  confiftcncy  of  charafter  will  be  expe<Jled  from  you, 
without  which  you  had  better  be  filent,  than  fpeak  in 
its  defence,  or  profefs  yourfelf  a  ftiarcr  in  the  privile- 
ges of  the  gofpel.     There  are  too  many  perfons  who 
treat  the  great  truths  we  profefs  as  mere  opinions, 
points  of  fpeculation,  which  form  the  fhibboleth  of  a 
parly  :  There  are  others,  who  think  an  attachment  to 
them  the  Cure  fign  of  an  enthufiaftic  deluded  imagi- 
nation :  And  there  are  others,  again,  who  mifrepre- 
fent  them  as  unfavourable  to  morality,  and  -afFordirig 
a  cloke  and  an  encouragement  to  licerttioufnefs.    Be- 
ware, left,  by  an  improper  condud,  you  lay  ftum-  * 
bling-blocks  in  the*  way  of  the  blind,  ttrengthen  the 
prejudices  of  the  ignorant,  and  give  weight  to  the  ca- 
lumnies of  the  malicious.   ^The  people  of  the  world 
arc  quick-fighted  to  the  faults  of  religious  profeflbrs  \ 
and  though  they  zSt&  to  defpife  their  principles,  they 
.  are  tolerable  judges  what  that  converfation  is  which 
only.thefe  principles  can  produce,  and  always  expefl; 
it  from  thofe  who  avow  them.     They  will  make  al- 
lowances for  others,  and  admit  human  infirmity  as  a 
plea  for  their  faults,  but  they  will  not  extend  their 
candour  to  you.    If  your  zeal  for  the  truth,  and  your 
regular  attendance  upon  the  miniflers  who  preach  it, 
are  not  accompanied  with  a  fpirit  of  humility,  inte- 
grity, and  benevolence ;  if  you  are  paffionatc,  peevifli, 
difcontented,  cenforious,  or  proud  \  if  they  obferve 
that  you  arc  greedy  of  -gain,  penurious,  clofe-fifted, 
or  hard-hearted  \  or  even  if  you  comply  with  their 
cuftoms  and  fpirit,  mingle  with  them  in  their  amufe- 
ffients,  and  do  not  maintain  a  noble  fingularity  by 

avoiding 
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avoiding  every  appearance  of  evil ;  thev  will  not  onlf 
defpife  ym  in  their  hearts,  but  they  will  take  the  oc- 
cafion  of  defpifing  and  fpeaking  evil  of  the  truth  it- 
felf  on  your  account.  But  if  you  are  all  of  a  piece^ 
and  are  truly  folicitous  to  adorn  your  profeflion,  by 
walking  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  goipel,  and  fill- 
ing up  your  relations  in  life  to  the  glory  of  God,  an4 
the  good  of  your  fellow- creatures ;  by  thus  nueU-^Jk^ 
iftgf  you  will  put  tojtletice  the  ignorance  of  foolijh  men  *, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  ftop  their  mouths,  if  you  can- 
not change  their  hearts.  And  though  they  may  af- 
fe£t  to  rail  at  you,  or  to  ridicule  you,  they  wUl  be 
conftrained  to  feel  a  fecret  reverence  for  you  in  their 
confciences. 

But  are  there  any  hearts  of  done  amongft  us,  who 
are  dill  unaffe&ed  by  the  love  and  fufierings  of  the 
Son  of  God  *,  who  are  ftill  crutifying  him  af refli,  and 
fiving  in  fin,  though  they  bear  and  know  what  it  coft 
him  tp  make  an  atonement  for  fin  ?  Tet  now  hear 
— now  look — Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  !  The  Lord 
in  mercy  open  the  eyes  of  your  mind.  I  addrefs  you 
once  more.  I  once  mdfe  coi^jure  you,  by  his  agony 
and  bloody  fweat,  by  his  pafiion,  crofs,  and  death,  to 
feek  to  him  that  your  fouls  may  live*  Can  you  be 
proof  againft  thefe  arguments?  Nay,  then,  ihould 
you  live  and  die  thus  obftinate,  you  muft  perifli  ia- 
deed! 


♦  tPet.ii.ffj. 
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Sin  charged  upon  the  Surety. 

Isaiah  liii.  6. 

sdll  we  like  Jheep  have  gene  astray  .•  lue  have  turned 
every  one  to  his  Gwn  way,  <ind  the  Lord  hath  laid 
upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all, 

COMPARISONS,  in  the  fcripture,  are  frequenf- 
ly  to  be  underftood  with  great  limitation :  per- 
haps, out  of  many  circumftances,  one  onlf  is  jullly 
applicable  to  the  cafe.  Thus,  when  our  Lord  fays^ 
Behold  I  come  as  a  thief* — common  fenfe  will  fix  the 
refemblance  to  a  fingie  point,  that  he  will  come  fud- 
denljr,  and  unexpefked.  So  when  wandering  finners 
are  compared  to  wandering  fheep,  we  haye  a^ftriking 
image  of  the  danger  of  their  ftate,  and  of  their  inabi- 
lity to  recover  themfelves.  Sheep  wandering  with- 
out a  ihepherd,  are  expofed,  a  defencelefs  and  eafy 
prey,  to  wild  beads  and  enemies,  and  liable  to  periih 
for  want  of  pafture;  for  they  are  not  able  either  to 
provide  for  themfelves,  or  to  find  the  way  back  to  the 
place  from  whence  they  ftrayed.  Whatever  they 
fuffer,  they  continue  to  wan<ler,  and  if  not  fought 
out,  will  be  loft.  Thus  far  the  alluiion  holds.  But 
iheep  in  fuch  a  (ituatfon  are  not  the  fubje^is  of  blame. 
They  would  be  highly  blameable,  if  we  could  fuppofe 
them  rational  creatures ;  if  they  had  been  under  the 
eye  of  a  careful  and  provident  ihe{^erd,  had  been 
capable  of  knowing  him,  had  wilfully  and  obftinately 
renounced  his  protefiion  and  guidance,  and  volun- 
tarily chofen  to  plunge  themfelves  into  dangerj  rather 
Vol.  I.  L  thai| 
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than  to  reicain  with  him  any  longer.  Thus  it  is  with 
man.  His  wandering  is  rebellious.  God  made  him 
upright^  but  he  has  fought  cut  to  himfelf  many  invent' 
tions  *.  God  has  appointed  for  mankind  a  fafe  and 
pleafant  path,  by  walking  in  which,  they  fhall  find 
reft  to  their  fouls ;  but  they  fay.  We  will  not  walk 
therein  f .  They  were  capable  of  knowing  the  confe- 
quences  of  going  aftray,  were  repeatedly  warned  of 
them,  were  fenced  in  by  wife  and  good  laws,  which 
they  prefumptuoufly  broke  through.  And  when  they 
had  wandered  from  him,  they  were  again  and  again 
invited  to  return  to  him,  but  they  refufed.  They 
mocked  his  meflages  and  his  mefTengers,  and  pre* 
ferred  the  mifery  they  had  brought  upon  themfelves, 
to  the  happinefs  of  being  under  his  direSion  and  care. 
Surely  he  emphatically  deferves  the  name  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  who  freely  laid  down  his  life  to  reftorc 
ilieep  of  this  chara£ler  ! 

IVly  text  therefore  exprefles  the  fentiment  of  thofc, 
and  of  thofe  only,  who  arc  acquaiiited  with  the  mi* 
fcry  of  our  fallen  ftate,  feel  their  own  concern  in  it, 
and  approve  of  the  method  which  God  has  provided 
for  their  deliverance  and  recovery.  It  contains  a 
confefllon  of  their  own  guilt,  and  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  his  mercy, 

I.  ^  confejfton  of  guilt  and  nvretchednefs ,  Sin  has 
deprived  us  both  of  the  knowledge  and  prefencc  of 
Gud.  In  confequence  of  this,  we  wander,  every 
one  to  his  own  way.  All  are  under  the  power  of 
fin,  and  all  equally  itrangers  to  the  paths  of  peace 
and  fafety.  The  paths  which  finners  chufe  for  thena- 
felves  are  diverfe  from  each  other,  as  inclination  or 
circumftances  vary;  but  however  diJOFerent  in  appear- 
ance, if  perfided  in,  they  terminate  at  laft  in  the 
fame  point.  They  all  lead  to  de(tru£iion.  We  may 
obferve  on  this  head, 

I .  It  is  a  fufiicient  proof  of  our  depravity,  that  we 

prefer 

•  Fee!,  vii.  4^,  . •        t  Jer.  vi.  r6. 
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S refer  our  own  ways  to  the  Lard's  ^  nor  can  he  in- 
iGt  a  heavier  judgment  upon  us  in  this  life^  than  to 
give  us  up  entirely  to  the  way  of  our  own  hearts. 
He  made  us  to  be  happy ;  but  as  he  made  us  for 
himfelff  and  gave  us  a  capacityj  and  a  vaftnefs  of  de- 
fire,  which  only  he  himfclf  can  fatisfy,  the  very  con- 
ftitution  and  frame  of  our  nature  render  happinefs 
impoflible  to  us,  unlefs  in  a  way  of  dependence  up* 
on  him,  and  obedience  to  his  laws.  The  lamb  that 
grazes  in  the  meadow,  and  the  iifh  that  fwims  in  the 
ftream,  are  each  in  their  proper  element.  If  you 
fuppofe  them  to  change  places,  they  muft  both  pe- 
rifti.  But  the  brute-creation  h?ivc  no  propcnfity  to 
fuch  changes  as  would  deftroy  them.  The  inillndis 
implanted  in  them  by  their  great  Creator  are  condu- 
cive to  their  welfare  \  and  to  thefe  inftinfts  they  are 
uniformly  faithful.  If  you  can  conceive  of  beads  im- 
patient to  leave  the  (hore,  and  improve  their  titua- 
tion  by  rufliing  into  the  ocean ;  and  the  fifhes  equal* 
ly  earned  to  forfake  the  waters,  in  queft  of  new  and 
greater  advantages  upon  the  dry  land^  it  may  illui!^ 
trate  the  folly  of  fallen  man,  w1k>  turned  afide  by  ^» 
deceived  heart,  refufes  life,  and  feeks  deatk  in  the 
error  of  his  .ways,  l^'or  the  will  of  God  (if  I  may  fo 
fpeak)  is  our  proper  element  \  and  if  we  depart  from  " 
it,  our  (in  unavoidably  involves  our  punifhment.  We 
naturally  indulge  hard  thoughts  of  God,  and  think 
the  rule  he  has  enjoined  us  too  Arid  and  fevere,  in- 
tended to  redrain  us  from  real  good,  and  propofe  to 
ourfelves  fome  utiknown  advantages  by  tranfgreffing 
it.  Thus  Satan  perfuaded  Eve,  and  we  derive  from 
her :  and  though  we  know  that  (he  only  gained  mi- 
fery  by  the  experiment,  we  raftily  repeat  it  for  qus^ 
felves.  The  fcripturc  affures  us  that  the  ways  of 
God  are  pleafant,  but  we  will  not  be  perfuaded.    £x- 

Eerience  proves  that  the  way  of  tranfgreflbrs  is  hard, 
ut  we  refiit  the  convidion,  and  hurry  on  in  a  round 
of  continual   difappointment.     Are  the  proud,   the 

L  z  covetous, 
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covetous,  the  voluptuous,  or  the  anibitious,  happy  ? 
1  appeal  to  confcience. 

2.  There  is  only  one  right  'way,  but  a  thoufand 
ways  of  being  wrong.  If  you  are  not  following  him, 
who  has  faid,  I  am  the  wayy  the  truth,  and  the  life  *, 
you  arc  wandering,  you  are  far  from  God ;  for  none 
can  ccHne  to  the  Father  but  by  him :  and  far  from 
peace,  for  there  can  be  no  true  peace  in  the  mind 
unlefs  he  beftows  and  maintains  it.  The  profane 
and  the  fclf-righteous,  the  open  (inner  and  the  hypo- 
crite, the  lover  of  pleafure  and  the  lover  of  gold,  the 
formal  Papift  and  die  formal  Proteftant,  though  they 
feem  to  travel  different  roads,  though  they  pity  or 
cenfure  each  other,  will  meet  at  laft  (unlefs  the 
grace  of  God  prevent)  in  the  fame  ftace  of  fxnal  and 
hopelefs  mifery.  It  is  grievous  to  a  fpiritual  and  be- 
nevolent mind,  to  fee  thofe  who  are  all  wrong  dif- 
puting  among  themfelves  which  of  them  is  right. 
^ach  one  is  ready  to  think  himfelf  wife,  if  the  folly 
in  which  he  allows  himfelf  be  not  precifely  of  the 
fame  kind  with  that  which  he  condemns  in  his  neigh* 
hour.  But  the  fcripturc  is  the  invariable  rule,  to 
which  it  is  your  duty  and  intereft  to  be  conformed 
now  ;  for  it  is  given  by  the  infpiration  and  authority 
e)f  God,  and  is  the  ftandard  by  which  you  mud  be 
judged  at  laft.  Whatever  chara£ber  you  bear  amongft 
men,  if  you  have  not  faith  and  holinefs,  you  cer- 
tainly are  not  in  the  way  of  life.  For  it  is  written. 
He  that  believeth  not^Jhall  be  damned  \;  and  again, 
it  is  written.  Without  holinefs^  m  man  Jhatl  fee  the 
LordX. 

3.  As  wandering  (heep  are  liable  to  innumerable 
dangers  which  they  can  neither  forefee  nor  prevent, 
fuch  is  our  condition,  until,  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  we  are  ftopped,  and  turned,  and  brought 
into  the  fold  of  the  good  Shepherd.  Oh  !  the  mife« 
ty  of  man  while  living  without  God  in  the  world ! 

He 
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He  is  cxpofed  every  hour  to  the  ftroke  of  deaith« 
which  would  at  once  feparate  him  from  all  that  he 
loves,  and  plunge  him  into  the  pit,  from  whence 
there  is  no  redemption.  And  at  prefent  he  i$  per* 
petually  harafled  with  cares  and  fears,  with  wants 
and  woes,  without  guidance  or  refuge ;  and  yet  fo 
blinded  as  to  think  himfelf  fafe,  and  that  his  crooked 
wandering  ways  will  lead  him  to  happinefs  I 

II.  jin  acknowledgment  cf  mercy.  Where  fin  abound^^ 
ed,  grace  has  much  more  abounded.  Man  finned| 
and  MessJiiH  fuffered.  The  Lord  hath  laid^  or 
caufed  to  meet  up^n  him,  the  iniquity  of  us  all^  that 
18,  the  punifhment  due  to  them.  The  evils  we  had 
deferved  were  in  purfuit  of  us  *,  but  Jefus  interpofed, 
and  they  all  feized  upon  him,  and  he  endured  them, 
that  we  might  be  fpared.  Do  we  aik  upon  what 
grounds  ?  It  was  on  the  ground  of  his  voluntary  fub- 
ititution  for  finners,  aa  their  covenant  head  and  re- 
prefentative. 

So  much  correfpondent  to  this  appointment  ob- 
tains amongft  men,  as  may  (hew  that  the  idea  ac- 
cords with  our  ncuon  of  juuice.  If  a  man  be  un- 
able to  pay  a  debt,  and  the  creditor  fhould  exafi  the 
payitxent  from  a  third  perfoa  who  was  no  way  con- 
cerned, it  would,  with  reafon,  be  deemed  a  very 
oppreilive  a&ion.  But  if  it  be  known  that  this  per- 
fon  became  freely  bound  and  refponfible  for  the 
debtor,  he  is  allowed  to  be  juilly  liable.  But  in  the 
prefent  cafe  I  make  no  appeal  to  human  cuftoms. 
%t  is  a  divine  appointment,  and  therefore  is  and  muft 
be  right.     It  was  a  great  defign,  the  triumph  of  in-  ** 

finite  wifdom,  the  higheft  efFe£t  of  the  love  of  God. 
It  is  revealed,  not  to  be  fubmitted  to  our  difcufiion, 
or  that  we  may  fit  in  judgment  upon  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure,  but  it  demands  our  higbeft  admiration 
and  praife>  and,  like  the  fun,  brings  with  it  that 
light  by  which  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  knowledge 
i$  iiluminated.     For  till  we  know  this,  great  truth,. 

L  3  and: 
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and  arc  able  to  fee  its  influence  upon  every  thing  we 
are  related  to,  whatever  attainments  wc  may  boaft, 
we  are  in  faO  cncompafll  d  with  thick  darknefs,  with 
darknefs  which  may  be  felt.  For  the  accompliihment 
of  this  defign,  the  Son  of  God  was  fo  mantfcfted  in 
the  nature  of  man,  that  he,  and  they  who  believe  fn 
him,  participate  in  a  real,  though  myilical  union,  and 
are  confidered  as  one  :  he  their  living  head  :  they  his 
body,  confifling  of  many  members;  each  of  them 
reprefented  by  him,  accepted  in  him,'  and  deriving 
from  his  fulnefs  their  life,  their  light,  their  ftrength,^ 
and  their  joy. 

I.  fie  was  thus  appointed  and  conftituted  before 
the  world  began,  according  to  the  holy  ccunfel  and 
covenant  fettled  from  everlafting  *  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  (inners.  Fcr  the  fall  of  man,  which  render- 
ed his  interpofition  neceffary,  was  not  an  unexpeQed 
<X)ntingency,  but  was  forefecn  and  provided  for  be- 
fore man  was  created  upon  the  earth,  yea,  before  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  were  laid. 

a.  AftoTin^n  had  {inne<},  this  glorious  Head  and 
Surety  made  known'  fherertainty  an^- bcuefitxif  iiia 
mediation,  and  engagement  on  the  behalf  of  iinners^ 
according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  wifdom,  and 
as  the  cafe  required  ;  otherwife,  upon  the  entrance 
of  fin,  the  full  execution  of  the  fentcnce  of  the  law 
denounced  againft  the  offenders  might  perhaps  have 
immediately  followed  :  but  he  revealed  himfelf.  He 
fcewed  mercy  to  Adam,  covenanted  with  Noah^ 
walked  with  Abraham,  converfed  with  Mofes,  dwclC 
with  his  church  in  the  wildernefs,  and  was  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  f .  David  a- 
fcribes  to  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  the  name  of  Jeho- 
vah, and  Ifaiah  declares,  that  the  Lord  of  Hofls  is  the 
Hufband  of  the  church.  Thefe  charaflers  of  Shep. 
herd,  and  Bridegroom,  and  Hufband,  are  appcopria- 
led  to  Messiah  in  the  New  Teftament.    H^  tnere^ 

fore 

•  Pj:ov.  vUi.  zi*    Tit.  i.  a.        f  If.  Uv.  5.    Pfal.  aiu.  !• 


Ser.  2o.  Sin  charged  upon  the  Surety.  2^3 

fore  is  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  Hods,  whom  Abraham, 
David,  and  Ifaiah,  worlhipped,  or  his  appearance  up-- 
on  earth  would  be  evidently  to  the  difadvantage  of 
thofe  who  believe  in  him.  If  he  were  not  God,  he 
wt>uld  be  a  creature,  for  there  is  no  medium ;  and 
confequently  our  Shepherd  would  be  infinitely  infe- 
rior to  that  Almighty  Shepherd,  who  was  the  refuge, 
the  truQ,  and  the  falvation  of  his  pw^ople,  before  Mes- 
siah was  manifefted  in  the  fiefh. 

3.  In  the  fulnefs  of  time  he  veiled  his  glory.  He 
nvbo  was  in  the  form  of  Gody  and  thought  it  not  rob» 
bery  to  be  equal  with  Godj  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
ftrz^anty  and  was  made  of  a  woman^  made  under  the 
ia'w  *•  Then  the  union,  between  him  and  the  peo* 
pie  whom  he  came  into  the  world  to  fave  was  com- 
pleted; becaufe  the  children  were  partakers  of  flefb 
and  bloody  be  likewife  took  part  of  the  fame  \  The 
Wordy  who  in  the  beginning  was  Gody  and  was  with 
Gody  was  made  fiefh  %.  And  in  our  nature,  though 
he  knew  no  (in,  he  was  treated  as  a  finner  for  us,  to 
declare  the  righteouftiefs  of  God,  in  his  forbearance 
and  goodnefs  to  all  who  had  been  faved  in  former 
ages,  and  in  the  forgivenefs  and  falvation  of  all  who 
(hould  truft  in  him  to  the  end  oi  time.  He  fttffer- 
ed  oncey  once  for  all,  the  ju/i  for  the  unju/ly  to  bring 
us  to  God.  And  now  God  is  revealed,  not  only  as 
merciful,  but  as  juft,  in  juftifying  him  which  b.  lie* 
veth  in  Jefus.  God  is  well-pleafed  in  him,  and  for 
his  fake,  with  all  who  accept  him.  Their  fins  are 
expiated  by  his  fufferings  i|  v  and  his  perfefb  righte* 
oufnefs,  the  whole  of  his  obedience  unto  death,  is 
the  copfideration  or  ground  on  which  they  are  ac- 
counted righteous. 

By  virtue  of  this  union  likewife  he  is  their  life. 
They  receive  of  his  fulnefs,  as  the  branches  ^  derive 
their  life  and  fruitfulnefs  from  the  tree  whereon  they 

L  4  growj 

•  Phil.  ii.  6, 7.  fHeh.ii.  14.        •  n»^^ai.i.. 

%  Rom.  IT.  6.    }cr.  xtuu  6.         §  John  iv.  i. 


334  ^^^  charged  upon  fhc  Suteiy*         "Scr-  2©. 

grow ;  .  therefore  the  apoflle  faid,  1  llvey  yet  mt  I, 
Jut  Chrift  liveth  in  me  *.  This  is  the  great  myftery 
of  Chriftianity,  which  words  alone  cannot  explain  : 
it  is  a  divine  appointment,  hidden  from  thofe  who  are 
wife  and  prudent  in  their  own  Hghty  but  revealed  to 
all  whO|  with  the  fimplicity  of  children,  are  defirous 
of  being  taught  of  God,  and  wait  patiently  upon 
him,  in  the  ufe  of  his  prefcribed  means,  for  the  light 
^nd  influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

From  this  fubje£i,  the  fubftitution  of  Messuh  for 
finn^rs,  we  may  learn, 

1.  How  to  eftimate  the  evil  of  (in.  That  Gn  is  a 
great  evil^  is  evident  by  its  effe^s.  It  deprived  Adam 
of  the  life  and  prefence  of  Gcd,  and  brought  death 
and  all  natural  evil  into  the  world.  It  caufed  the 
deftru£iion  of  the  old  world  by  water.  It  is  the 
fource  of  all  the  mifery  with  which  the  earth  is  now 
filled  J  it  will  kindle  the  laft  great  conflagration  \  yea^ 
it  has  already  kindled  that  Are  which  ihall  never  be 
quenched.  But  in  no  view  does  the  finfulnefs  of  £n 
appear  fo  ftriking  as  in  this  wonderful  efle£t — the 
fuflPering  and  death  of  Messiah  :  That  notv/ith* 
{landing  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  obedience  to  the  law,  and  that  though 
he  prayed  in  his  agonies,  that  if  it  were  poffible  ike 
cup  mi^ht  pafs  frcm  him  f ;  y^t,  if  finners  were  to  be 
faved,  it  was  indifpenfably  neceflary  that  he  (hould 
drink  it.  This  (hews  the  evil  of  fin  in  the  (Irongeft 
light ;  and  in  this  light  it  is  viewed  by  all  who  derive 
life  frcm  his  death,  and  healing  from  his  wounds* 
We  may  be  afraid  of  the  confequences  of  fin  from 
other  confiderations ;  but  it  is  only  by  looking  to  him 
who  was  pierced  %  for  our  tranfgrefllonsj  that  we  can 
learn  to  hate  it. 

2.  The  complete  juftification  of  thofe  who  believe, 
in  him.    They  are  ||  delivered  from  all  condemnation* 
£very  charge  againft  them  is  over-ruled  by  this  plea, 
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that  Chrtft  has  died,  and  ^J*  rijen  on  their  behalf,  and 
ivet  tweth  to  make  inttrcejjhn  for  them.  And  though 
they  are  ftill  in  a  ftate  of  difcipline^  for  the  mortifi- 
cation of  fin  yet  remaining  in  them ;  and  though^ 
for  the  trial,  cxercife,  and  growth  of  their  faith,  it  is- 
ftill  needful  that  they  pa fs  through  many  tribulations f 
yet  none  of  thcfc  are  ftriftly  and  properly  p^nal; 
They  are  not  the  tokens  of  God's  difpleafurc,  but  fa- 
therly chaftifcments,  and  tokens  of  his  love,  defigned 
to  promote  the  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts,  and  td 
make  them  partakers  of  his  holinefs  *.  Though  nc- 
ceflary  at  prefent,  they  will  not  be  neceiTary  longj. 
and  therefore  the  hour  is  at  hand  when. all  tears  Ihail 
be  wiped  away  from  their  eyes,  and  they  fliall  weep 
no  more.  His  true  fervants,  in  the  midft  of  the 
ftorms  by  which  they  are  tofled  on  the  tempeftuous 
fea  of  this  life,  are  no  Icfs  fafc,  and,  notwithftanding 
their  imperfeQions,  are  no  lefs  beloved,  than  thofe 
who  have  already  efcaped  out  of  the  reach  of  every 
evil,  and  are  now  before  the  throne. 

3.  The  reafon  why  belicveis  are  not  wearied,  nor 
overpowered,  by  all  the  difficulties  of  their  fervice,, 
nor  by  all  the  arts  and  efforts  of  their  enemies. 
They  are  one  with  Chrift.  He  who  has  all  power 
in  heaven  and  in  earth  is  engaged  for  their  fupport. 
When  they  faint,  he  revives  them  5  when  they  are 
WfPundc^^i  he  heals  them  v  when  their  foot  flippeth, 
he  upholdeth  them.  He  has  faid,  becaufe  I  lifue^  ya 
Jball  live  alfo.  Therefore,  who  can  prevail  againfl 
them,  when  their  life  is  hidden  with  Chrift  in  GodfP 
And  farther,  the  knowledge  of  their  Saviour's  love,, 
and  of  the  holy,  awful,  yet  amiable  and  endearing 
charaAer  of  Gk>d  difplayed  in  his  medtation,*is  the 
fource  of  their  love,  gratitude,  and  cheerful  obedi- 
ence. It  is  this  makes  hard  things  eafy,  and  bitter 
things  fweet.  The  love  of  Cbriji  conftraineth  them  f  • 
They  look  to  him  and  are  enlightened..    And  when 
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they  confider  who  he  is,  ia  what  way,  znA  at  what  a 
price  he  redeemed  them,  and  what  he  has  prepaied 
for  them  \  when  they  attend  to  his  gracious  word) 
Fear  none  afthofe  things  HQhich  thou  Jhah  fttffer  :  he  thou 
faithful  uJito  deathi  and  I  'uiUl  give  thee  a  crown  of 
life  *  V  they  out  of  weaknefs,  are  made  ftrong ;  they 
are  infpired  with  frefh  courage ;  they  take  up  theiie 
crofs  with  cheerfulne^^  and  can  adopt  the  language 
of  the  apoftle,  None  of  thefe  things  move  me,  neither 
count  I  my  life  dear,  fp  that  I  may  fintfb  my  courfp 
with  Joy  f . 

*  Rev.  ii.  10.  f  A€t»  n.  %4f 
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Meffiah  derided  upon  the  Crofs; 

FSALM  xxii.  7,  9. 

jtH  they  that  fee  me^  laugh  me  to  /corn;  they  Jboot^ 
out  the  lipi  they  Jbahe  the  head^  fay^f^gj  He  tritfted 
in  the  Lordf  that  he  ivould  deliver  him  s  let  him  de» 
liver  hinji  feeing  he  delighted  in  him* 

FALLEN  man,  though  alienated  from  the  fife 
of  God,  afid  degraded,  with  refped);  to  mzny 
of  his  propenfities  and  purfuits,  to  a  level  with  the 
beafts  that  periih^  is  not  wholly  deftitute  of  kind  and 
compa/Tionate  feelings  towards  his  fellow- creatures. 
While  felf-intereil  does  not  interfere,  and  the  bitter 
paffions  of  envy,  hatred,  maiiee,  and  revenge,  are 
not  roufed  into  exerciie,  he  has  a  degree  of  inftinc-> 
tive  fympathy  with  them  in  their  fufferings,  and  a 
difpoiition  to  aflift  them,  if  he  can  do  if  withoutr 
much  detriment  to  himfelf.  The  feurce  of  thefe  fo«- 
eial  feelings  we  esprefs  by  the  term  humanity ;  which 
feems  to  imply  a  confcioofnefs  that  they  properly  be- 
long to  our  nature,  and  that  we  ought,  at  teaft,  to 
be  always,  and  univexfally  af&Aed  in  this  manner^ 
when  occafions  otkr.  But  while  the  heart  is  under 
the  government  of  felf,  our  humanity^  V9  very  partial 
and  limited ;  and  it  is  to  be  aferibed  to  the  goodnefv 
of  God,  rather  than  to  any  real^  goodnefs*  in  man, 
that  it  is  not  wholly  extingui(hed^  Were  this  the 
eafe,  and  were  the  native  evils  o(  the  heart  left  to« 
exert  themfelves  in  their  full  fl^vength  and  without 
controul,  eaKh  would  be  the  very  image  of  hell,  aiidf 
ibese  could  be  no  fucb  thing  as  fociety.    But  to  pre^ 
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vent  things  from  running^  into  utter  confufion,  God 
mercifully  preferves  in  mankind  fome  focial  difpofi- 
tions.  They  are,  however,  fo  weak  in  themfelves, 
fo  powerfully  countera&ed  by  the  ftronger  principles 
of  our  depravity,  and  fo  frequently  fupprefled  by  ob- 
ftinate  habits  of  wickednefs ;  that  in  the  prefent  (late 
of  things,  we  may  almoft  as  Juftly  define  man  (what- 
ever impropriety  there  may  feem  in  the  expreflion), 
by  faying.  He  is  an  inhuman  creature^  as  by  afcribing 
to  him  the  benevolent  properties  of  humanity. 

The  rage,  cruelty,  and  favage  initnfibility,  with 
which  fin  and  Satan  have  poifoned  our  nature,  never 
appear  in  fo  ftrong  a  light,  as  when  they  afTume  a 
religious  form ;  when  ignorance,  bigotry,  and  blind 
sseal,  oppoCe  the  will  and  grace  of  God,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  doing  him  fervice.  By  this  infatuation, 
every  hateful  paiHon  is  fan^tified,  and  every  feeling 
of  humanity  (lifled.  Thus,  though  the  fufierings  of 
the  moft  atrocious  malefaQors  ufually  excite  pity  in 
the  fpe&ators,  and  often  draw  tears  from  their  eyes, 
yet  the  agonies  of  God's  perfecuted  fervants,  under 
the  moft  exquifite  tortures  which  malice  could  invent, 
have  frequently  raifed  no  other  emotions  than  thofe 
ff  derifion  and  fcorn.  My  text  leads  us  to  confid^t 
d>e  higheft  inftance  of  this  kind.  The  2  2d  Pfalm 
undoubtedly  refers  to  Messiah.  It  begins  with  tl^ 
very  words  which  he  uttered  upo»  the  crofs ;  nor 
could.  David  fpeak  of  himfelf,  when  he  faid,  Thef 
pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet,  ize  was  God^s  fervaQt 
in  the  moft  eminent  fenfe ;  and  the  fervice  he  per- 
formed, w:a6  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  benevolence 
to  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men.  He  fpent  his  life  in 
gMng  about  doing  good  *  ;  nor  could  his  enemies  fix  a 
Ipingle  ftain  upon  his  condu£l.  Yet  they  .chirfied  for 
his  blood;  and,  becaufe  he  came  into  the  world  ta 
fave  finners,  they  accompliflied  their  cruel  defign&«. 
We  have  already  feen  how  he  was  treated  by  the  fer- 
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vants  and  by  the  foldiers,  when  condemned  by  the 
Jewifli  councilf  and  by  the  Roman  governor.  Thi$ 
prophecy  was  fulfilled  when  he  hung  upon  the  crofs. 
There  have  been  perfons  in  our  own  days,  whofe 
crimes  have  excit-ed  fuch  deteftation,  that  the  popu- 
lace would  probably  have  torn  them  in  pieces,  before, 
and  even  after  their  trial,  if  they  could  have  had  them 
in  their  power. — Yet  when  thefe  very  obnoxious  per- 
fons have  been  executed  according  to  their  feutence, 
if,  perhaps,  there  was  not  one  fpedlator  who  wi(hed 
them  to  efcape,  yet  neither  was  one  found  fo  loft  to 
fenfibility,  as  to  infult  them  in  their  dying  moments*. 
But  when  Jefus  fuffcrs,  a/I  that  fee  him^  laugh  him  to 
/corns  they  Jhoot  out  the  lip  ^  they  Jhake  the  head;  they 
infult  his  chara£ler,  and  his  hope«  The  evangelifts 
furnifli  us  with  an  afFeding  comment  upon  this  paf- 
fage.  They  inform  us  by  whom  he  was  thus  fcorn* 
ed  and  derided — they  mention  fome  circumftances^ 
which  ^rongly  mark  the  peculiar  and  exceflive  con- 
tempt with  which  he  was  treated ;  and  they  take  no- 
tice of  the  efpccial  fcope  and  objeft  of  their  infults, 
namely,  the  gracious  purpofe  he  had  often  exprcfTed 
towards  finners,  and  the  ftrong  confidence  he  had 
avowed  in  God  his  Father. 

I.  The  perfons  who  fcorned  and  derided  him,  were 
T.arious,  and  of  different  chara£ler$. 

I*  7he  chief  priefts^  elders ^  and  rulers  of  the  people. 
When  thefe,  who  were  held  in  ignorant  admiration 
by  the  multitude,  fet  the  example,  we  do  not  wonder 
that  it  was  generally  followed.  They  had  been  his 
moft  avowed  and  determined  enemies,  they  had  long 
confpired  to  take  away  his  life,  and  in  the  appointed 
hour  their  plots  were  permitted  to  fucceed.  lliey 
now  rejoiced  in  their  fuccefs.  By  their  ofiice  as 
teachers  and  expounders  of  the  law,  they  ought  to 
have  pointed  him  out  to  the  people  as  the  object  of 
their  reverence  and  hope  i  but  having  rejected  him 
thejatfelves>  they  employed  all  their  authority  and  in- 

flueo^ 


730  Miffimh  derided  up9n  iht  Crefs.       Zts.%t. 

fiuence  to  make  him  the  obJe£l  of  general  contempt. 
And  left  the  extremity  of  his  torments  fiiould  awaken 
fentiments  of  commiferation  in  the  multitude,  they 
were  the  firft,  and  the  loudeft,  in  reviling  bim>  as 
he  hung  upon  the  crofs. 

2.  The  popidace  derided  hinu  They  had  been  in« 
ffigated  by  the  priefts  to  demand  his  death  of  Pilate,, 
when  he  was  defirous  of  difmifling  him,  and  rather 
to  infift  that  Barabbas  (hould  be  fpared  *.  The  po-» 
pohce,  though  no  lefs  ignorant,  were  lefs  malicious 
than  their  leaders.  At  different  times,  when  they 
heard  his  public  difcourfes,  and  (aw  his  wonderful 
works,  they  had  been  daggered,  and  conftrained  to 
fay.  Is  not  this  the  fin  of  David?  and  not  many  days 
before  the  popular  cry  had  been  ftrongly  in  his  fa- 
vour f ;  though  quickly  after  it  was.  Crucify  him^ 
crucify  himX^  As  the  fea,  though  fometimes  fmooth^ 
is  always  difpofed  to  obey  the  impulfe  of  the  wind^ 
fo  the  common  people,  mough  eafily  roufed  to  op* 
pofe  the  truth,  would  perhaps  be  quiet,  if  they  were 
left  to  themfelves ;  but  there  are  feldom  wanting  art- 
ful and  defigning  men,  who)  by  a  pretended  regard 
for  religion,  and  by  mifreprefentations,.  work  upon 
th^ir  paffions  and  prejudices,  and  ftir  them  up  to  a^. 
compliance  with  their  purpofes.  The  prietts  by  de- 
grees wrought  the  populace  up,  firft  to  reje£t  Mes^ 
siAH,  and  then  to  join  their  leaders  in  mocking  and. 
deriding  him. 

3.  ^Ihe  Roman  fsldiersy  who  had  contemptuoufly 
dothed  him  with  a  fcarlet  robe,  and  bowed  the  knee 
before  him  in  deriGon,  continued  to  mock  him  when 
hanging  upon  the  crofs.  The  Romans,  to  whom 
many  monarchies  were  become  fubjed  and  tributary^ 
afiefted  to  defpife  the  name  of  king  ;  and  they  held' 
the  Jcwifli  nation  in  peculiar  contempt.  The  title,, 
therefore,  of  King  of  the  Jews,  affixed  to  his  crofs^ 
afforded  them  a  fubje^l  for  the  keeneil  farcafm* 

4.  Yea^ 
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4.  Tea,  fuch  is'  the  hardnefs  of  the  human  heart, 
that  'om  of  the  malefaBors  %  who  was  enicified  by 
his  fide,  iinaffe£ied  with  hb  own  guik,  and  infenfible 
of  the  jaft  judgment  of  God,  and  of  the  account  he 
was  foon  to  render  at  his  awful  tribunal,  feemed  ta 
feek  fome  relief  in  the  midft  of  his  agonies,  by  join* 
ing  with  the  priefts  and  people,  in  railing  on  the  in* 
nocent  Jefus,  who  was  fufiering  before  his  eyes. 
Thus  he  was  die  objeA  of  univerfal  derifion.  They» 
who  were  at  the  greateft  diftance  in  chavaAer  and 
fentiment,  who  differed  from,  defpifed,  and  hated 
each  other,  oa  other  accounts,  united  as  one  man, 
in  expreifing  every  poi&ble  mark  of  hatred  and  fcorn 
againft  him,  who  had  done  nothing  amifs. 

IL  They  (hewed  their  fcorn  in  the  moft  pointed 
and  cruel  manner.  Not  only  they  who  had  clamour* 
ed  for  his  death  derided  him,  but  others  who  were 
only  paffing  by  upon  their  ordinary  oecafions,  could 
not  pafs  on  till  they  had  (lopped  a  while  to  kifult 
him,  wagging  their  heads,  and  reminding  him  of 
what  he  had  formerly  faid,  and  charging  him  with 
the  fuppofed  foUy  and  arrogance  of  his  claims.  They 
jefted  upon  his  wants;  when  he  faid,  Ithirft^  they 
gave  him  vin^ar  to  drink,  mingled  with  gall.  Thejp 
jefted  upon  his  words;  when  he  uttered  his  dolorous 
complaint,  £/i,  Elt^  lama  fabaBhanii  My  God,  my 
Godf  why  hqfi  tbou^  jforfahen  m>i  f  fome  of  them,  with 
a  malicious  tuxn,  (which  pofQhly  was  applauded  for 
wit  by  others})  from  the  found  of  the  beginning  o£ 
the  fentence,  took  occafion  to  fuggeft,  that  by  faying, 
£/i,  £/i,  he  calledifor  Elias,  the  prophet,  to  comp  to 
his  ai&ftance.  Alas  !  of  what  dreadful  malignity  and 
obduracy  is  the  heavt  of  man.  capable  ?  How  may 
we  conceive  the  heavenly  hoft  to  have  been  a({eded 
with  this  fcene,  when  they  beheld  their  Lord,  the 
•bj£&  of  their  worfliip  and  fupreme  love,  thus  treat*- 
td  by  iinners  ?     But  it  behoved  him  tints  to  fyffer\s: 
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for  he  ha4  ttii<krtakeo  to  exjHatc  the  fios  of  many  of 
hi$  murderers,  and  to  ofler  fuch  fatlsfadion  to  &e 
juftice  and  law  of  God>  as  might  render  k  eoafiflent 
with  his  holinefs  and  truth,  to  pardon  the  vileft  of< 
fender9>  who  (hould  truft  in  his  name*  in  all  future 
ages.     Therefore  there  was  no  Totce,  arreft,  or  iiw 
terpofition  from  the  heavenly  world-— thus  he  rnuil  be 
tormented,  thus  he  muft  ^e  fcoraed,  and  fufpaaded 
as  a  fpe£tacle  to  augels  aad  to  men,  till  he  had  paid 
the  full  price  of  redebipdon,  and  could  fay,  //  u  jl^ 
tit/bed.     Then,  and  not  till  then>  he  bowed  his  head, 
and  breathed  out  his  fpirit  into  his  Father's  hands. 
There  were,  however^  atteftations  to  his  dignity,  in 
this  his  lowed  ftate.     He  Aewed,  by  his  gracious 
anfwer  to  the  penitent  malefaAor,  that  he  had  &iU 
author*ty  upon  earth  to  forgive  fin,  and  to  fare  to  the 
uttermoit  *,  and  the  fun  withdrew  his  light,  and  the 
rocks  rent,  though  daring  finners  derided  and  mocked. 
III.  The  bulk  of  the  people  b(»e  their  part  in  this 
tragedy  through  precipitation  and  ignorance.     In  his 
prayer  for  their  forgivenefs  (a  prayer  which  was  fig* 
nally  anfwered  after  his  afcenfion)  be  mentioned  the 
only  extenuation  their  wickednefs  could  poifibly  ad« 
mit,   Ti^y  httw  mat  nviat  they  did.     It  was  otherwifc 
.  with  thofe  who  were  principally  concerned  in  procu- 
ring his  death.     Long  before,  when  they  cotUd  not 
deny  the  reality  of  his  miraeles,  they  aicribed  them 
to  the  agency  of  Beelzebub.    By  this  naalicjous,  wiU 
ful  oppoGtion  to  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  &&,  s^inft 
the  conviAion  of  their  own  minds,  and  by  their  vio* 
lent,  determined  reje£lion  iA  his  aaii&on,  they  com* 
mitted  the  unpardonable  fin.     They  fpoke  and  finned 
againft  the  Holy  Spirit.    This  fin  no  one  can  have 
committed,  while  he  is  fearful  ItSt  he  has  committed 
it ;  for  it  efitntially  conCfts  in  i  dehberate  and  wilful 
refufal  of  tho  only  means  of  falvation.    It  is  the  figia 
of  final  abfolute  impenitence.    They  who  had  thut 
afcribed  his  miracks  to  Beelzebub^  q^reffcd  the  fame 
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height  of  enlightened  malice  againft  him  in  his  dying 
agonies,  and  there  was  a  poignancy  in  theif  infults^. 
of  which  the  ignorant  multitude  were  not  capable. 

1.  They  reproached  his  great  defign  for  which  he 
came  into  the  world.  He  favtd  ethers^  himfdf  he 
tannot  fave  *•  How  different  is  the  force  cf  the  fame 
words,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  fpeakerl 
When  they  faid,  His  blood  h  upen  us^  find  upon  our 
children  f ,  they  fpoke  the  very  language  of  the  hearts 
of  thofe  who  love  him,  and  who  derive  ail  thetir 
hopes,  and  all  their  happinefe,  frooi  the  application 
of  his  blood  to  their  confciences.  But,  to  themfelves, 
it  proved  the  moft  dreadful  imprecation*  So,  it  will 
be  the  grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  people  in  time» 
and  to  eternity,  that  when  he  wa3  refolved  to  fave 
them^  the  difficiilties  in  the  way  were  fo  greati  that 
neither  his  prayers,  not  \m  ^ars,  nor  hie  unfpotted 
innocence,  could  prevail  to-  fiMre  bimjiff*  But,  for 
this  his  love  to  finners,  his  enemies  reviled  him*  Nor 
would  they  Iiaye  offered  to  believe  if  he  would  come 
down  from  the  crofa,  had  they  fuppofed  there  was. 
the  leaft  probability  of  fueh  an  event  j  for  they  had 
often  rejcflted  evidence  equal  tjo  what  they  now  de- 
manded. 

2.  They  reproached  him  for  his  truft  and  confi- 
dence in  God.  He  had  faid,  that  God  tvas  his  own 
leather  % :  and  they  underftood  him  to  ufe  the  cx- 
prefiion  in  fo  high  a  fenfe,  as  thereby  to  make  htm- 
felf  equal  with  God.  Had  they  mifunderftood  him, 
had  be  not  really  intended  what  they  laid  to  his 
charge,  furely  he  would  have  explained  himfelf.  This 
ivas  the  very  ground  of  their  proceeding  againft  him 
before  the  council,  and  the  formal  reafon  of  the  fen*^ 
tcnce  of  death  they  pronounced  againft  him.  How* 
often  did  he  appeal  to  the  teftimony  of  the  fcriptures^ 
and  of  John,  whom  they  durft  not  but  acknowledge 
to  have  been  a  prophet,  and  to  his  own  mighty  works, 

in 
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in  fupport  of  his  claim  ?  But  having  fattened  hxm 
upon  the  crofs,  they  triumphed,  and  unwitttngly  ex* 
prefled  their  exultation,  in  the  very  words  ^^hich  Da- 
vid had  foretold  fliould  be  ufed  to  Messiah.  So  ex- 
a£ily  were  the  fcriptures  fulfilled,  by  chofe  who  ufed 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  evade  them^  and  to  pre- 
vent their  accomplifliment. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  us  ?     It  is  very  much  to  us* 
Chrift  could  fufFer  but  once,  yet  we  read  of  thofe 
n^ho  crucify  him   afrejb.     His  gofpel  reprefents  his 
perfonal  miniftry,  declares  his  character,  reveals  hts 
love,  produces  the  fame  effe£ls  in  thofe  who  receive 
it,  and  they  who  oppofe  it  are  confidered  as  oppofing 
him,  and  are  influenced  by  the  fame  fpirit  which  in- 
ftigated  the  unbelieving  Jews.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
many  reje£l  and  fcorn  it,  as  the  muhitnde  did  of  old, 
through  ignorance  \  and  that  the  interceffion  of  him, 
who  prayed  for  thofe  that  knew  not  what  they  did, 
will  prevail  for  their  converfion*    Whenever  their 
eyes  are  opened,  they  nvill  he  pricked  to  the  heart  *^ 
aoid  will  then  gladly  enquire  of  thofe  whom  now  they 
defpife.  What  they  muft  do  to  be  faved  ?     But  it  i& 
(9  be  feared^  there  ate  i&CI)^ift»a  coui^fi^s  xoimj 
perfons  who  too  nearly  refemble  the  fpirit  and  con- 
&a&  of  the  Jewiih  rulers ;  whofe  oppofltion  proceeds 
from  rooted  enmity  to  the  truth,  perfifted  in  againft 
light  that  has  (bmetimes  forced  upon  their  minds, 
and  who,  though  convinced,  will  not  be  perfuaded. 
They  who  defpife,  calumniate,  and  fcorn  the  belie- 
vers of  the  gofpel,   would  certainly  offer  the  lyce 
treatment  to  the  Author  of  it,  if  he  was  within  their 
reach.    They  are  ill-treated  for  his  fake,  and  he  col- 
liders it  as  an  affiront  to  himfelf .    Thus  he  faid  to 
Saul   of  Tarfus,   when  breathing  out   threatening^ 
againft  his  difciples.  Why perfecutefi  thou  me?    They 
who  rejeft  his  minifters,  rejedt  him  f .    They  who 
fpeak  difdainfully  of  his  dying  himfelf  to  lave  others  $ 
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they  who  reproach  or  ridicule  the  humble  confidence 
of  his  people  ;  who  cenfore  and  revile  their  hopes 
and  comforts  derived  from  his  good  word,  as  enthu- 
fiafm  or  hypocrify  j  who  have  no  compailion  for  their 
diftreifeS)  but  rather  wound  them  as  Mrith  a  fword  in 
their  bones,  faying  unto  them,  Where  is  now  your 
God  *  ?  are  certainly  treading,  if  not  altogether  with 
e^ual  vehemence,  in  tht  footfteps  of  the  Jewifh  ru» 
lers, — May  the  Lord  in  mercy  fcew  them  the  danger 
of  their  path,  and  give  them  a  time^  apfMrehenfion  of 
the  deftrudion  to  which  it  leads  !  That  they  may 
humble  themfelves  to  his  will,  implore  his  pardon, 
efpoufe  1  .is  caufe,  and  experience  the  comforts  and 
privileges  of  that  gofpel  which  they  have  hitherto  re- 
viled and  fcorned* 

■'• 
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SERMON    XXII. 
Meffiah  unpitied,  and  without  Comforter. 

FsAL.  Ixix.  ao* 

Riproach  [Rebuke]  taih  broken  my  hearty  and  I  afOr 
JuU  tf  heavinefs  s  and  I  looked  for  fime  to  take  pity^ 
but  there  was  none  t  and  for  crnnforters^  but  I  found 
none* 

THE  greatnefs  of  fufferix^  cannot  be  certain]]^' 
cdimatcd  by  the  fingle  confideration  of  the 
Immediate  apparent  caufe  ;  the  imprcffion  it  actually 
makes  upon  the  mind  of  the  fufFerer  mud  likewife 
be  taken  into  the  account.     That  which  is  a  heavy 
trial  to  one  perfon»  may  to  another  be  much  lighter^ 
and  perhaps  no  trial  at  all.     And  a  (late  of  outward 
profperity,  in  which  the  eye  of  a  by  (lander  can  fee 
nothing  wanting  to  happinefs,  may  be,  and  I  doubt 
not  often  Ls,  a  ftate  of  torment  to  the  pofleflbr.    On 
iht  Otltcr  tiiina,  we  know  that  the  confolations  with 
v/bich  it  has  fometimes  pleafed  God  to  cheer  his 
fuffering  fervants,  have  enabled  them  to  rejoice  m 
the  greatell  extremities*     They  have  triumphed  upon 
the  rack,  and  while  their  flefli  was  confuming  by  the 
fire«     The  Lord  has  had  many  followers,  who,  for 
his  fake,  have  endured  fcourgtngs,  and  tortures,  and 
terrible  deaths,  not  only  without  reludance  or  dif- 
may,  but  without  a  groan.     But  he  himfelf  was  ter- 
rified,   amazed,   and  filled  with  anguifh,    when  he 
fufFered  for  us.     Shall  we  fay.  The  dif ciples,  .in  fuch 
cafes,  have  been  fuperior  to  their  Mailer  \  when  yet 
they  acknowledged  that  they  derived  all  their  llrength 
and  refolution  from  him  ?     This  difference  c'annot 
be  welL accounted  for  by  tbofe  who  deny  that  his 
fiifierings  were  a  proper  atonement  for  fin,  and  who 
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ean  fee  no  other  reafon  for  his  death,  than  that  by  i 

dying  he  was  to  feal  the  truth  of  his  dofirine,  and 
to  propofe  himfelf  to  us  as  an  example  of  conftancy 
and  patience.  But  the  great  aggravation  of  Mes- 
siah's fufFerings,  was  the  fufpenfion  of  thofe  divine 
fupports  which  enable  his  people  to  endure  the  fe« 
vereft  afflictions  to  which  he  calls  them.  Perhaps 
fome  perfons  who  acknowledge  our  Lard's  true  c]ia- 
ra£ler,  may,  upon  that  ground,  think  his  agonies 
lefs  infupportable,  fince  he  was  not  a  mere  man,  but 
God  in  the  human  nature.  It  was,  indeed,  the  dig- 
nity of  his  perfon,  that  gave  influence  and  efficacy 
to  all  that  he  did  and  fuffered  for  finners.  It  is  like-* 
wife  true,  that  the  weight  laid  upon  him  was  more 
than  any  mere  creature  could  fuitain.  I  would  fpeak 
with  reverence  and  referve  upon  a  point  which  is  too 
high  for  our  weak  minds  fully  to  comprehend.  But 
in  whatever  way  the  nature  of  man,  which  he  aiTu* 
med,  was  upheld  by  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead, 
wc  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  he  derived  no  fenfible 
comfort  from  it.  For  we  have  his  own  teftimony, 
that  in  this  fenfe  God  had  forfaken  him.  The  divine 
nature  could  neither  bleed  nor  fuffer.  He  was  truly 
and  properly  a  man  ,  and  as  a  man  he  fufFered,  and 
he  fuffered  alone.  Many  of  his  fervants  have  rejoi- 
ced while  they  were  tormented,  becaufe  God  over- 
balanced all  they  felt  with  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance; but  the  Saviour  himfelf,  deprived  of  this 
light,  experienced,  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  fin  de- 
ferved,  that  was  not  inconfiftent  with  the  perfection 
of  his  character.  My  text  expreffcs,  fo  far  as  human 
words  and  ideas  can  reach,  his  exquifite  diftrefs,  when 
he  bore  our  fins  in  his  own  body^  upon  the  tree.  Reproach 
broke  his  hearty  and  when  he  looked /or  pity  and  comfort^ 
he  found  none. 

I.  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart.  We  muft  not 
confine  our  thoughts  here  to  the  reproach  of  hid  e« 
nemies.    The  pafiage  in  the  Mejiah  cxpreflcs  it  a* 
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greeably  to  the  verfion  of  the  Ffalms  ufed  in  our  li- 
turgy. Thy  rebuke^  Though  he  knew  no  Jitty  he  war 
made^n/br  us.  He  was  accounted  and  treated  as  a 
(inner.  Now  a  finner  is  defervedly  the  greateft  ob- 
je6t  of  contempt  in  the  univerfe,  and  indeed  the  only 
objeA  of  deferved  contempt.  Thus  he  incurred  the  re« 
proach  of  the  law  and  juftice  of  God.  The  Holy  Fa^ 
^  ther,  viewing  the  Son  of  his  love  in  this  light,  as  char* 

ged  with  the  fins  of  his  people,  forfook  him.  God  infi* 
nitely  hates  fin,  and  will  have  no  fellowfhip  with  it ; 
and  of  this  he  gave  the  mod  awful  proof,  by  forfa« 
king  his  beloved  Son,  when  he  took  upon  him  to  an« 
fwcr  for  the  fins  of  men.  Then  the  fword  of  the  Al- 
mighty awoke  *  againft  him,  and  he  fpaied  him  not. 

This  rebuke  broke  his  heart.  Let  broken  hearted 
finners  look  by  faith  upon  a  broken-hearted  Saviour. 
The  phrafe  denotes  woe  and  dejedion  inconceivable, 
with  a  failure  of  all  refource.  Any  thing  may  be 
borne  while  the  fpirit,  the  heart,  remains  firm  i  but 
if  the  heart  itfelf  be  broken,  who  can  endure  ?  A 
wounded  fpirit  who  can  bear  f  ? 

It  is  not,  therefore,  furprifing  that  he  fays,  I  am 
full  of  beavinefs.  In  the  evangelifts  we  read,  that 
he  began  to  be  fore  amazed^  and  very  heavy  %  ;  and  he 
faid  to  his  difciples.  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful^ 
even  unto  death.  The  molt  emphatical  words  are 
ufed  to  defcribe  his  fenfation  of  the  bitter  confli£):  of 
his  foul  in  the  garden  of  Gethfemane,  when  as  yet 
the  hand  of  man  had  not  touched  him.  He  began  to 
be  amazed^  ox  aftoniOied.  It  properly  fignifies,  to  be 
ftruck  with  terror  and  furprife  by  fome  fupernatural 
power,  fuch  as  BeUhazzar  felt  when  he  fuddenly 
faw  the  hand-writing  againft  him  upon  the  wall  |j  ; 
and  to  be  very  heavy  **,  fated  with  grief,  full,  fo  as 
to  be  incapable  of  more.  Some  critics  explain  the 
wordi   as  importing  fuch  an  oppreflion  of  mind  as 

quite 
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quite  unfits  a  perfon  for  convcrfe  or  focietyy  [com* 
pare  Job  xxx.  29.]  He  faid,  1  am  exceeding  JorroW" 
Jul  • — furrounded,  ^ncompaflcd  wjth  forrows.  It  is 
added,  he  was  iti  an  agony^-^z  confternation  of 
mind,  fuch  as  arifes  from  the  profpeft  of  fome  im« 
pending,  unavoidable  evil ;  like  the  fufpenfe  of  ma- 
riners upon  the  point  of  (hipwreck,  who  tremble 
equally  at  the  view  of  the  raging  waves  behind  them^ 
and  the  rocky  fhore  before  their  eyes,  on  which  they 
expe£^  in  a  few  moments  to  be  dafhed.  The  evils 
he  was  to  bear,  and  to  expiate,  were  now  collefting 
to  a  point,  and  formed  a  dark  tremendous  dorm,  juft 
ready  to  break  upon  his  devoted  head  \  and  the  pro- 
fpe£l  filled  his  foul  with  unutterable  horror ;  fo  that 
his  fwcat  was,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood  fall- 
ing down  to  the  ground.  Many  have  fweat  under 
extremity  of  pain  or  terror ;  but  his  agonies,  and  the 
cffeS  of  them,  were  peculiar  to  himfelf :  His  fweat 
was  blood* 

This  is  not  a  fubjedi  for  declamation.  It  rather 
becomes  us  to  adore  in  humble  filence  the  manifefla* 
tion  of  the  goodnefs  and  feverity  of  God  J,  in  the  Re- 
deemer's fufFerlngs,  than  to  indulge  conjefture  and 
the  flights  of  imagination.  What  is  exprefsly  re- 
vealed we  may  aflert,  contemplate,  and  admire.  His 
foul  nvas  made  an  offering  for  ftn  {|.  We  know  but 
little  of  the  extreme  malignity  of  fin,  becaufe  we 
have  but  faint  views  of  the  majcfty,  holinefs,  arid 
goodnefs  of  God,  againft  whom  it  is  committed. 
Yet  a  fingle  fin,  if  clothed  with  all  its  aggravations, 
and  the  guilt  of  it  brought  home  with  power  to  the 
heart,  is  fufficient  to  make  the  finner  a  terror  to  him<» 
felf.  Adam  had  finned  but  once,  when  he  lofl  all 
comfort  and  confidence  in  God,  and  fought  to  hide 
himfelf.  We  have  but  flight  thoughts  ot  the  extent 
of  fin.  Not  only  pofitive  difobedience,  but  want  of 
conformity  to  the  law  of  God,  is  finful.     Every  ri- 
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fing- thought  which  does  not  comport  with  that  reve- 
rence, dependence,  and  love,  which  is  due  to  God, 
from  creatures  conftituted,  furniihed,  and  indebted; 
as  we  are,  is  (infuL  The  fins  of  one  perfon,  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  fins  of  omiflion  and  com- 
miffion,  are  innumerable.  What  then  is  contained 
in  the  colIe£tive  idea,  in  what  the  fcripture  calls. 
The  Jin  of  the  world?  What  then  muft  be  the  atone- 
ment, the  confideracion,  on  the  account  of  which, 
the  great  God  is  no  lefs  righteous  than  merciful,  in 
forgiving  the  fins,  which  his.  inviolable  truth,  and 
the  honour  of  his  government,  engage  him  to  punifh. 
And  they  are  puniihed,  though  forgiven.  They 
were  charged  upon  Jefus,  they  expofed  him  to  a  re- 
buke which  broke  his  heart.  They  filled  him  with 
heavinefs.  When,  therefore,  we  are  aflured  that 
the  jufticc  of  God  is  fatisfied,  with  rcfpeft  to  every 
finner  of  the  race  of  mankind,  wlio,  in  obedience 
to  the  divine  command,  makes  the  fuffenngs  of  the 
Saviour  his  plea  for  pardon,  and  trufts  in  him  for 
falvation  \  and  that  upon  this  one  ground  they  are 
freed  from  all  condemnation,  and  accepted  as  chil- 
dren ;  when  we  are  told,  that  the  glory  of  the  di- 
vine perfcftions  is  difplayed  in  the  higheft,  by  this 
method  of  faving  millions,  who  deferved  to  perifh ; 
we  fafely  infer  the  greatnefs  of  the  caufe,  from  the 
greatnefs  of  the  effeft.  The  fufierings  of  Chrift, 
which  free  a  multitude  of  finners  from  the  guilt  of 
innumerable  fins,  muft  have  been  inconceivably  great 
indeed ! 

II  Under  this  accumulated  diftrefs,  though  his 
will  was  perfe£tly  fubmilEve  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
his  determination  fixed  to  endure  all  that  the  cafe 
required ;  yet,  as  he  was  truly  a  man,  he  felt  like  a 
man.  His  fortitude  was  very  diiFerent  from  a  ftoical 
hardnefs  of  fpirit.  All  the  aiie£tions  of  pure  hu- 
manity, whatever  does  not  imply  fin,  (fuch  as  im- 
patience under  fufiering,  and  an  undue,  premature 
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^efire  of  deliverance)  operated  in  him,  as  they  might 
do  in  one  of  us.  It  was  no  impeachment  of  his  in- 
nocence,  or  of  his  willingnefs,  that  he  wiihed>  if  it 
were  pofEble,  for  fome  relief  or  alleviation  of  Iiis 
znifery.  He  looked^  as  we  do  when  we  are  in  heavi* 
nefs^  iot  fome  to  have  pity  on  him^  and  to  comfort  htm^ 
but  there  was  none.  Though  the  pity  of  our  friends 
is  often  inefFc£tuaI,  and  can  afibrd  us  no  real  afGft- 
ance  ;  yet  it  gives  a  Iktle  reUef  to  have  thofe  about 
-us  to  whom  we  can  open  our  minds  ;  who  will  fym- 
pathkze  with  us,  and  compailiona&dy  attend  to  our 
•complaints,  if  they  can  do  no  more.  And  to  be  ne- 
^le£ied  and  forfaken  in  extremity,  efpecially  by  thofe 
-who  have  profeiied  great  friendOiipi  or  are  under 
^eat  obligations  to  us,  will  be  felt  as  an  aggravation 
of  the  moft  diftreffing  cafe  that  can  be  imagined. 
But  thus  it  was  with  Messiah.  He  had  to  com- 
^plain,  not  only  of  the  cruelty  of  his  enemies,  but  of 
4he  infenfibility  and  inconftancy  of  thofe  who  had 
profefled  the  moft  cordial  attadiment  to  him.  The 
impreffion  thus  made  upon  hini  as  a  man  was  fuch^ 
that  it  is  diftinAly  fpecified  in  the  prophetical  enu- 
'meration  of  the  mgredients  which  compofed  the  bit- 
ter cup  of  his  fufierings. 

He  was  not  only  apprehended  by  cruel  men,  .but 
lietrayed  intxt  their  hands  by  one  whom  he  had  ad« 
mitted  into  the  number  of  his  fele£t  apoftles,  who 
had  be«i  employed  in  his  fervice,  favoured  with  ac» 
cefs  to  him  in  his  more  retired  hours,  and  was  pre- 
sent, with  the  reft,  when  he  kept  his  laft  paflbvcr,. 
and  took  his  folemn  and  aSe&ionate  leave  of  them, 
before  he  entered  upon  his  pallion.  It  was  not  an 
avowed  enemy,  but  one  of  the  twelve  who  dipped 
with  him  in  the  difti,  that  was  guilty  of  thb  enor* 
mous  ingratitude  and  treachery.  How  keen  are  our 
fefentments,  if  thofe  ro  whom  we  have  (hewn  great 
kindnefs  are  difcovered  to  have  ftudied'  our  ruin 
while  they  wore  the  maik  of  friendfliip  ?    T?vough 
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Messiah  was  incapable  of  ^ny  finful  pcrtufbatioti  of. 
mind»  he  was  very  capable  or  being  painfully  a^c« 
ted  by  the  condudi  of  Judas ;  he  had  reaC(m  to  look 
for  pity  from  him^  but  he  found  none. 

When  he  entered  the  garden  of  Gethfemane,  he 
commanded,  may  I  not  fay,  he  intreated,  his  difcipks 
to  tarry  tlicrc  and  watch  with  him-  And  to  engage, 
their  utmod  attention,  he  fpoke  plainly  to  them  of 
his  diftrefs,  faying,  My  foul  is  exceeding  forroivftd^ 
even  unto  death*  Yet  when,  he  returned  to  them,  ihe 
firft,  the  fecond,  yea,  the  third  time^  he  found  them 
Jleeping, .  How  ttnder,  yet  how  forcible  was  his  ex- 
poftttlation,  Could  ye  not  watch,  one  hour  *  /  What ! 
could  they  know  that  their  Lord  was  in  an  agony, 
wreilling  with  (\rong  cries  and  tear;»,  and  yet  ileep  ! 
as  regardiefs  of  his  forrows  as  of  their  own  approach- 
ing datiger  \  Were  our  deareft  friends  to  (how  them- 
fclves  equally  infenfible  when  we  were  in  extreme 
angiiifli,  would  not  their  indifference  wound  our 
fpirics  ?  He  alfo  was  a  man  \  and  we  may  conceive 
it  feme  addition  to  his  grief,  that  when  he  looked  tQ 
them  for  pity  and  comfort,  he  found  none. 

When  he  was  apprehended,  notwithftanding  their, 
former  protellation  of  zeal  and  love,  they  all  Jorfoek 
him  and  fled  ^^  They  fought  their  own  fafety,  and 
left  him  in  the  hands  of  bis  enemies.  The  Apoftie 
Paul  was  thus  deferted,  and  his  expreffions  intimate 
that  he  lelt  it.  At  my  fitjl  atifwery  no  man  flood  by 
ffjCi  all  men  forfook  me%.  He  had  imbibed  likewife 
the  fpirit  of  his  Mailer,  and  prayed  that  it  might  not 
be  laid  to  tbcir  charge.  And  though  the  Lord  Jefus 
pitied  and  excufed  the  weaknefs  of  his  difciples,  and 
permitted  them  to  take  care  of  themfeives,  it  was 
in  them  an  inftance  how  little  he  could  depend  upon 
t.hofe  who  were  under  the  Urongeft  obligations  to 
him. 

But 
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»  But  Peter  followed  his  Lord  to  the  hall  of  the 
High  Prieft,  and  the te  fa^  him,  with  his  owii  eyes, 
infulted,  arraigned,  and  unjuftly  condemned.  Might 
tie  not  expe£^  that  Ftiery  the  moft  a£l:ive  and  earned 
xA  all  his  followers,  would  have  pitied  him  at  leaft  at 
fuch  a  time.  Alas  !  inftead  of  pitying  him,  Fetet 
denied  him  >•  he  denied,  with  oaths  and  imprecations, 
that  he  had  any  kno\Xrledge  of  him,  whom  he  had 
fcen  transfigured  upon  tlie  mount,  and  agonizing  in 
the  garden.  We  read,  ll:at  ^he  Lcrd  turned  and 
looked  upon  Peter  *.  Who  can  conceive  the  energy 
of  that  look  ?  It  was  full  of  rtieaning,  and  Peter  wdl 
tinderftood  it.  Surely,  though  a  loot  of  tenderncfs 
and  compaflion,  it  conveyed  the  expoftulation  of  an 
injured  benefaftor,  fto  lefs  forcibly,  than  if  all  who 
Vere  prefent  had  heard  him  fay,  "  Peter,  is  thii 
*«  the  pity  I  atn  to  expefl  from  thee  ?" 

When  he  was  nailed  to  the  crofs,  he  ^^as  fut- 
tounded  only  by  enemies.  Thefe,  as  we  hwe  fcen, 
far  from  pitying,  or  attempting  to  comfort  him,  de- 
rided and  mocked  him.  How  have  feme  of  us  felt 
for  our  friends  in  their  dying  hours,  though  we  have 
feen  every  poffible  attention  paid  to  them,  and  every 
thing  provided  and  done  for  them  that  could  admi- 
nifter  to  their  Telief  and  comfort !  But  they  wh« 
have  the  faith  which  realises  unfeen  things,  have  be- 
held their  befl  friend  expiring  in  tortures,  and  infult*- 
cd  by  his  murderers  in  his  laft  moments. 

But  had  all  his  difciples  been  near  hini,  and  had  all 
his  enemies  been  his  friends,  ftill,  in  his  ficuation,  he 
xvould  have  been  alone.  The  lofs  of  the  light  of 
'  God's  countenance  will,  to  the  foul  that  has  en- 
joyed it,  create  a  univerfal  folitude,  and  render  eve- 
ry earthly  good  taftelefs,  in  proportion  as  that  foul 
is  united  to  him  in  love  *,  and  ftiil  more,  if  there  be 
fuperadded  a  fenfe  of' his  difpleafure,  T(iey  who 
have  never  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  good,  not  having 
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Inown  the  diftrence,  tan  have  no   conception  of 
this  fubje£);.     Their  minds  are  at  prcfent  occupied 
with  earthly  things  \  and  while  they  are  thus  enga- 
ged with  trifles,  they  cannot  beliere,  though  they  are 
repeatedly  told  it,  that  to  an  immortal  fpirit,  a  fepa<^ 
ration  from  the  favour  of  God  involves  in  it  the  very' 
eflence  of  mifery.     But  (hould  death  (urprife  them 
in  their  fins,  tear  them  from  all  that  they  have  feen 
and  loved,  and  plunge  them  into  an  unknown,  un» 
changeable  world,  then  (alas!  too  late!)  they  will 
be  fenfible  of  their  immenfe,  irreparable  lofs,  in  be- 
ing cut  off  from  the  fountain  of  life  and  comfort. 
A  fufpenGon  of  this  divine  prefence,  with  an  awful 
fenfe  and  feeling  of  what  thofe  for  whom  he  made 
himfelf  refponfible  deferved,  was  the  moft  dreadful 
part  of  the  Redeemer's  fufFerings. — He  was  perfeft- 
ly  united  to  the  will  and  love  of  his  heavenly  Father* 
and,  by  the  perfe£l  holinefs  of  his  nature,  incapable 
of  tafting  fatisfaftion  in  any  thing  elfe,  if  his  pre- 
fence were  withdravv^n.     But  when  he  endured  the 
curfc  of  the  law  for  us,  be  looked  to  God  fir  pity  and 
comfortj  but  he  found  none. 

In  this  glafs  we  are  to  contemplate  the  demerit 
of  fin.  But  there  are  fome  fufierings  due  to  the 
impenitent  finner,  of  which  Messiah  was  not  capa- 
ble. I  mean  the  confcioufnefs  of  perfonal  guilt,  the 
gnawings  of  a  remorleful  confcience,  and  the  rage 
of  defpair.  If  we  add  the  idea  of  eternity  to  die 
whole,  we  may  form  fome  faint  judgment  of  what 
they  are  delivered  from  who  believe  in  him,  and 
what  milery  awaits  thofe  who  j>refume  to  rejeft  himu 
Awful  thought !  to  rejedi  the  only  Saviour.  If  they 
refufe  his  mediation,  they  muft  anfwer  in  their  own 
pcrfons.  Then  they  will  find  no  pity !  no  comforter. 
For  who,  or  what,  can  comfort,  when  the  Lord 
God  Omnipotent  arifes  to  punifli  ?  What  will  your 
pleafures,  your  wealth,  or  friends,  do  for  you,  when 
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the  hand  of  the  Lord  (hall  touch  you  to  the  ^uick  i 
"What  fmile  can  you  expect  will  fupport  you  againll 
the  terror  of  his  frown  r 

Should  any  of  you  hear  the  Mejftah  performed  a« 
gain,  then  and  there,  if  not  before,  may  God  im- 
prefs  upon  your  heart  the  fenfe  of  this  paflVge.  Then 
you  will  underftand,  that  the  fufferings  of  the  Son 
of  God  are  by  no  means  a  proper  fabje£t  for  the  a« 
xnufement  of  a  vacant  hour-* 
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No  Sorrow  like  Mefliah's  Sorrow. 

LaMEMTATXONS'L   12. 

Is  it  noih':ng  to  you^  ell  ye  thai  pafs  by  ?  Bihold^  ani 
\  y^^f  if  thin  he  any  for  row  like  ufifo  myforrcv)  ! 

A  LTHOUGH  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
■^  meiity  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  Pfalms,  and  the 
prophecies  *,  bear  an  harmonious  teftimony  to  Mes- 
siah 5  it  is'not  neceflary  to  foppofe,  that  every  An- 
gle paffage  has  an  immediate  and  dire£i  relation  ta 
him.  A  method  of  expofition  has  frequently  obtain- 
ed, of  a  fanciful  and  allegorical  pail,  under  the  pre- 
text of  fpiritualizing  the  word  of  God.  Ingenious^ 
men»  and  fometimes  men  not  very  ingenious,  have 
endeavoured  to  difcover  types  and  myfteries  in  the 
plaineft  hiftorical  parts,  where  we  have  no  fufficient 
evidence  that  the  Holy  Spirit  intended  to  teach  them. 
And  upon  very  flight  grounds  a  proof  has  been  at- 
tempted of  the  great  dc£lrines  of  the  gofpel,  which 
may  be  proved,  much  mere  fafely  and  folidly,  fronv 
the  paflages  of  fcripture  in  which  they  are  plainly 
and  exprefsly  revealed.  But  by  taking  this  courfe, 
inflend  of  throwing  real  light  upon  the  places  they 
have  in  this  manner  attempted  to  explain,  ihey  have 
perplexed  their  hearers  and  readers,  and  led  them  to 
queftion,  whether  there  be  any  fixed  and  determi- 
nate fenfe  of  fcripture  that  may  be  fully  depended 
upon  ?  It  is  true,  when  we  have  the  authority  of- 
an  iufpired  expofitor  to  lead  us,  we  may  follow  hinx- 
wiihout  fear  J  but  this  will  not  warrant  us  to  ilrike 
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out  a  path  for  ourfelves,  and  truft  to  our  conjec- 
tures, where  we  have  not '  fuch  an  "  infaUible  guide. 
The  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  is  a  key  to  explain  to 
us  many  paffages  in  a  higher  fenfe  than  perhaps  we 
(hould  have  otherwife  underftood  them.  But  it  h~ 
bed  for  us  to  keep  within  fafc  bounds,  and  .to  pro- 
pofe  our  own  fentiments,  when  not  fupported  by 
New-Teftament  authority,  with  great  modefty,  left 
we  (hould  incur  the  cenfure  of  being  wife  above  what 
is  written.  I  may,  without  fcruple,  affirm,  that  the 
hiftory  of  Sarah  and  Hagar  is  an  allegory  refe^in^ 
to  the  two  covenants,  becaufe  the  Apoftle  Paur* 
has  affirmed  it  before  me  5  but  if  I  attempted  to.  fpr- 
ritualize  the  hiftory  of  Leah'  and  Rachel  iikcwifc*, 
you  would  not  be  bound  to  believe  ftie  without  proof. 
I  may  preach  the  gofpel  of  Gbrift  from  a  text  whitiK 
mentions  the  manna  or  the  brazen  ferpent^f,  bej- 
ca'ufe  our  Lord  has  expounded  thefe  things  as  typical 
of  himfelf :  But  I  mull  not  be  confident  that  evefry 
refemblance  which  I  think  I  can  trace  is  t'hte  true 
fenfe  of  the  place  j  becaufe  I  may  imagine  maiiy're- 
fembiances  and  types  which  the  fcripture  ^does  nbt 
authorife.  -  .      i   a 

Thete  is,  however,  a  ufeful  way  of  pre^hing,  iy 
accommodation y  that  is,  when  the  literal  fenfe  is  firft 
clearly  ftated,  to  apply  the  paffage^  not  diredly  to 
prove  a  dodrine  as  if  really  contained  in  it,  but  only 
to  illuftrate  the  do£krine  exprefsly  taught  in  other  pans 
of  the  fciipture.  Thus,  for  inftance,  if  theqtieftion 
of  Jonadab  to  Amnon  if  were  chofen  for  the  fubjed 
of  a  difcourfe,  Why  art  thouj  being  a  kinfsf.n^  leak 
Jrctn  day  to  day?  The  hiftory  of  the  context  dire£t- 
Jy  proves  the  maitgnity  of  finful  inordinate  defire, 
and  the  mifery  of  thofe  who  are  under  itsdominion^ 
that  it  poifons  every  fituation  in  life,  and  renders^ 
the  Gnner  incapable  of  fatisfadion,  though  Jie^' were 
a  king's  fon.     The  form  of  the  queftion  mighli  theh 
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lead  to  obferre,  That  believers  are  king's  fons,  to 
&0W  what  are  the  great  privileges  of  their  adoption  ^ 
and  to  enquire  how  it  comes  to  p^fs,  that  many  per- 
fbns  fo  highly  privileged  are  lean,  that  is  ttncomfort- 
abie^  weak,  and  languifliing  in  their  profeffion? 
Thefe  points  might  not  improperly  be  introduced 
by  way  of  accommodation^  though  they  are  not  di* 
re£tly  deducible  from  the  literal  ienfe  of  die  quef- 
tioQ. 

The  text  I  have  juft  read  to  you  has  led  me  into 
this  digreffion.  I  find  it  in  the  feries  of  the  pafTages 
in  the  Mtfjiph  ;  but  I  am  not  fare,  that  in  the  literal 
fenfe  it  immediately  refers  to  him.  It  is  a  pathetic 
exclamation,  by  which  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  expref- 
fes  his  grief,  or  rather  the  grief  cf  Jerufalem,  when 
the  fins  of  the  people  had  given  fuccefs  to  the  dfaal- 
dean  army,  and  the  temple  and  the  city  were  de> 
£bfoyed.  Jeruialem  is  poetically  confidered  as  a  wo- 
man^ lately  reigning  a  queen  ^mong  the  nations^  but 
now  a  captive,  diflionoured,  fpoiled,  and  fittmg  upon 
the  ground.  She  intreats  the  commiferation  of  tbofe 
who  pafs  by,  and  afksi  ff  th^re  be  ^nyjarnm)  /He  un* 
U  herforrow  f  Such  a  queftion  has  often  been  in  the 
.heart  and  in  the  mouth  of  the  affli£ted»  efpecially  in 
an  hour  of  impatience.  We  are  all,  in  our  turnsj. 
4ifpofed  to  think  our  own  trials  peculiarly  heavy,. 
and  our  own  cafes  lingular.  But  to  them  who  aft: 
this  queftion,  we  may  anfwer,  Yies*— there  has  been 
a  forrow  greater  than  yours,  greater  than  the  forrqw 
of  Jeremiah,  or  of  Jerufalem.  They  who  have  beard 
of  the  forrows  of  Jefus,  will  furely,  upon  the  hearing 
of  this  queftion,  be  reminded  of  himj  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  prophet  to  perfonate  him  or  not* 
If  we  conceive  of  him  hanging  upon  the  crofs,  and 
ipeaking  in  this  language  to  us.  Was  ever  any  forr^w^ 
Uke  my  forrow  ?  muft  not  we  reply  with  admiration 
and  gratitude,  "  No,  Lord,  never  was  love^  never 
♦♦  viras  grief,  like  thine." 
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The  expoftulation  and  the  queftion  are  equally 
applicable  to  the  fufferings  of  Messiah.  The  for* 
mer  indeed  is  not  inferted  in  the  Oratorio,  but  I  am 
not  willing  to  leave  it  out.  The  higheft  wonder 
ever  exhibited  to  the  world/  to  angels^  and  men^  is' 
the  Son  of  God  fufiering  and  dying  for  finners. 
Next  to  thiSf  hardly  any  thing  is  more  afconiihing  to 
an  enlightened  mind-;— dian  the  grofs  and  ftupid  in- 
fenfibility  with  which  the  fufierings  of  the  Saviour 
are  treated,  and  the  indifference  with  which  this 
wonderful  event  is  regarded  by  creatures  who  are  fo 
nearly  concerned  in  it.  If  they  believe  in  him,  they 
will  be  healed  by  his  wounds,  and  live  by  his  death. 
If  they/  finally  rcjed  him^  they  muft  periih }  and: 
their  guilt  and  mifery  will  be  greatly  aggravated  by 
what  they  have  heard  od  him  J .  But;  fin  has  fo  blind* 
ed  our  underftandihgs  and  hardened  our  hearts,  that^ 
we  have-snaturally  no -feeling  either  for  him  or  for; 
ourfelves^   ^ 

L  It  the  expoflulation  fuited'to  anyperfon  here  ?  '■ 
Gan  I,  with  propriety,  fay  to  fomc  whp  are  now 
pfefent,  Has  this  fubje£l  been  hitherto  nothing  to* 
you?    Then,  furely,  you  have  not: heard  of  it  be- 
fore; and,  therefore,  now  you  do  hear  of  it,  you' 
will,  you  muft  be  aiFefied.    If  you  were  to  read  in  ^ 
the  common  newfpapers,  that  a  benevolent  and  ex« 
celtent  perfon  had  fallen  hito  the  hands  of  murder* 
ers,  who  had  put  him  to  death  in  the  mofl  cruel 
manner^  would  it  not  be  fome  thing  to  you?    Could' 
you  avoid  impreffions  of  furprife,  indignation,  and 
grief  ?   Surely,  if  this  tranfa£lion  were  news  to  you, . 
it  would  engrofs  your  thoughts.     But  alas !  you  nave  ' 
rather  heard  of  it  too  often,  till  it  has  become  to  you 
as  a  worn-out  tale.    I  "am  willing  ^to  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that  you  allow  the  h€ti    You  believe  that  Jcfua 
Chrift  fuffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  condemned 
by  the  Jews,  and  crucified  by  the  Romans.     And  is 
it.ppi&ble  this  ihould  be  notning  to  you  ?   Is  it  too  * 

M  5  infignificant^ 
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Infignificant  to  engage  or  dcferve  your  attention  ? 
And  yet,  perhaps,  you  have  wept  at  a  reprcfcntatioo. 
or  a  narrative  which  you  knew  was  wholly  founded, 
in  fi£lion.     How  ftrange  ?     What !  the  forrows  of. 
Jefus  nothings  to  you !  when  you  admit  that  he  fuf- 
fered  for  (Toners,  and  witt  probably  admit  that  yo^*- 
are  a  fmner.     No  longer  then  boaft  of  your  fenfibi- 
lity  !  Your  heart  mull  be  a  heart  of  ftoae.     Yet  thus 
it  is  with  too  many  5  your  tempers,  your   conduct ^ 
give  evidence  that  hitherto  the  death  of  Jefus   has' 
been  nothing  to  you.     You  would  not  have  a^ied 
otherwife,  at  leaft  you  would  not  have  a£ked  worfe^ 
if  you  had  never   heard  of  his  name.      Were  his. 
fufferings  any  thing  to  you;  is  it  poffible,  that   you 
would  live  in  the  practice  of  thofe  fins,  for  which, 
no  atonement  could  fufEce  but  his  blood  ?.     Were 
you  duly  afFe£led  by  the  thought  of  his  crucifixion^, 
is  it  poffible  that  you  could  crucify  him  afrefli,  and. 
put  him  to  open  fliamc,  by  bearing  the  name  of  a. 
Chriftlan,  and  yet  living  in.  a  courfe  unCuitable  to  the 
fpirit  and  precepts  of  his  gofpel  I    But  if  you  are. 
indiflFerent  to  hu  grief ».  is  it  notiiing  to   you  on  your 
own  account  ?  What,  is  ft  nothing  to  you  whether 
you  are  feved  or  perifh  •,  whether  you  are  found  at 
his  rrghtii  or  his.  Iteft  hand^  in  the  g.reat  day,  of  his. 
appearance ;  of  whether  he  (hall  then  (ay  to  you,a 
Come^  yi  hlejpd^  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared,  for  you ;, 
or.  Depart^  ye  curjed^  into  everlajling  fire^  *  t    There, 
lis  no  medium,  no  alternative.     If   you  refufe  this^ 
there  remaineth  no  other  facrifice  for  fin...    This  la- 
mentable ihdiflfetence  to  the  Redeemer's  foriows,  is^ 
a  full  proof  of  the  bafenefe  and  wickednefs  of  the. 
human  heart  j^  and  it  is.  felt  as  fuch,  whea  the  Holf 
Spirit  convinces  of  fihw     Natural  conscience  may  ex- 
cite a   painful   conviftion  of  the  finfulnefs  of  many: 
aQioRS.     But  this  ftupid  unbelief  of  the  heart  is,  if: 
I  may  fo  fpeak,  the  fin  of  fins,  it  is  the  root  and. 
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fourcc  of  every  evil,  and  yet  fo  congenial  to  our  very 
frame  as  we  are  depraved  creatures,  that  God  alone 
can  mnke  the  (inner  feel  it  *  ;  and  when  he  does  feel 
It,  the  fenfe  of  it  wounds  and  grieves  him  more  tha» 
all  his  other  fins.    , 

IL  With  refpefl  to  the  queflion,  if  we  rightly  un- 
derftand  what  has  been  obferved  from  the  fcripture- 
hilldry,  in  the  fi^x  preceding  fermons,  concerning  the 
particulars  of  his  paflion ;  we  may  anfwer,  without 
hefitation,  Never  was  fufftTing,  or  forrow,  like  that 
which  Messiah  endured  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
ficTce  anger.  It  is  poffibfe  that  hiftory^  which  is  little 
more  than  a  detail  of  the  cruelty  and  wickednefs  of 
mankind",  may  fumilh  us  with  inftances  of  many 
perfons  who  have  fuiFered  excruciating  torments,  and 
have  even  been  mocked  and  infulted  la  their  agoniest 
Bur, 

T.  Wjis  there  ever  a  chara£!er  of  his  dfgnuy  and. 
excellence  treated  in  fuch  a  manner  ?  Job  confidered 
his  former  (late  as  a  great  aggravation  of  his  fuf* 
ferings.  He  enlarges  upon  the  refpefH  which  had 
Been  (hown  hhn  in  his  pro(perity.  W/}en  I  ivent 
out  to  the  gate^  through  the  city^ '  the  young  men  fanir 
me  and  hid  themfelves^  the  aged  arofi  and  Jiood  up» 
When  the  ear  heard  me^  then  if  hlejjfid  me  s  and  luheit 
the  eye  fanu  me^  if  gave  ivitnefs  to  me  f;  Rut  after- 
wards, fpeaking  of  fools,  of  bafe  men,  of  the  vileflt 
of  the  earth,  he  adds.  Now  am  I  their  Jong^  yea^  their 
By- word.  TA^jf  abhor  #»p,  and  f^are  not  tb  /pit  in  my 
face.  They  mar  my  path  J  they  Jet  forward  my  calamU 
ty^  they  come  upon  me  as  a  wide  breakifig  in  of  waters  1^^ 
But  Jefus  was  the  Lord  of  glory:  ¥Lc  whom  all  the 
angels  of  God  worfhtpped^  was  buffeted  and  fpit  up- 
on by  thfe  loweft  rabbled.  If  a  great  king  was  dci 
graded  from  his  throne,  and  e;»pored  to  the  derifioii 
€>f  (laves,  this  would  be  a  fmall  thing  compared  witH 

M  6  the 

*  JoliD  x*u  c;^  ^        t  Job  xxlx  8.  IR  {  J«BaT.  8,r-i4y 
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the  humiliation  of  him,  who^  in  his  own  right,  was 
^*^$  rf  ^^h  end  Lord  of  lords. 

2.  Was  there  ever  fo  innocent  a  fufiercr  ?    When 
Aaron  lod  his  two  fons,  he  held  his  peace  *•     A 
little  before  he  had  been  gailty  of  maldng  the  golden^ 
oalf.     The  remembrance  of  thi»  offence  compofed 
his  mind  under<  his  great  triah.    He  faw  that  he  de- 
ferved  a  ftill  heavier  pimiihment,  and  was  filent.     In: 
like  manner,  David,  when  his  rebellious  fon  Abfa- 
lom  confpired  againd.  hia  life,  was  patient  \  he  re- 
membered the  adultery  and  murder  he  had  commit? 
ted  \  and,  though  he  mourned  under  his  affli£^ion8>. 
he  durft  not  complain  f .    The  malefa^lor  upon  the 
crofs  fubmitted  to  his  fentence,  becaufe  he  was  a-. 
malefa£ioiv   f^J^gy   -^f^  we  indud  jufity  %»     It   i&v 
thus  with  all  who  know  themfelves.     Under  their 
fevereft  aJBidions>^  they  admit  the  propriety  of  the 
prophet's   quefiion.  Why  fietdd  a  living  tnan   com* 
plain  $  ?     And  they  acknowledge,  //  is  o£  the  Lord's 
great  mercy  theyare-not  utterly  confumed  %     But  Jefufr. 
was  holy,  harmlefs,  and  undefiled ;  he  had  fulfilled 
the  whole  law,  and  had  done  nothing  amifs ;.  yet  he 
yielded  himfelf  as  a  lamb  to  the  Jlcu^ttr^  and  as  a 

jbeep  before  herfiearers  is  dumb^  jo  he  opened  not  hit 
mouth  f . 

3.  Did  ever  any  other  fuSerer  experience  in  an* 
equal  degree  the  day  of  God's  fierce  anger  ?  Ifi  the. 
peateft  of  our  fufierings,  in  thofe  which  bear  £he 
ftrongeft  marks  of  the  Lord's  difpleafure,  there  is 
always  fome  mitigation,,  fome  mixture  of  mercy. 
At  the  worft,  we  haye  dill  reafon  to  acknowledge,, 
that  he  hath  not.  dealt  with  us  afier  ourjins^  nor  acf^ 
cording  to  the  full  defert  of  our  iniquities  **.  If  wC" 
are  in  pain,  we  do  not  feel  every  kind  of.  pain  at 
#iice,  yet  we  can  give  no  fufficient  reafon  why  we 
ftould  not..   If  we.  ate  exercifed  with  poverty  and; 

loffbS)., 
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lofles,  yet  fomething  worth  the  keeping,  and  more 
than  we  (^n  juftly  claim,  i&  ftili  left  to-  us,  at  leaft 
our  lives  are  fpared,  though  forfeited  by  fin.  If  we 
are  in  diftrefs  of  foulj  tofled  with  temped  and  not 
comforted,  we  are  not  quite  out  of  the  reach  of 
hope.  Even  if  ficknefs,  pain,  lofS|  and  defpahr, 
fliould  all  overtake  us  m  the  fame  moment,  all  is 
ftili  lefs  than  we  deferve.  Our  proper  defert  is  hell, 
an  exclttfion  from  God,  and  confinement  with  Satan 
and  his  angeb>  where  tbe  worm  dietb  not^  and  the  fire 
is  not  quenched.  Every  thing  (hort  of  this  is  a  mer- 
cy. But  Jefus^  though  he  had  no  fin  of  his  own, 
bore  the  fins  of  many.  His  fufferings  were  indeed 
temporary,  limited  in  their  duration,  but  otherwife 
extreme.  Witnefs  the  efie£ts,  his  heavinefil  unta 
death,  his  confternation,  his  bloody  fweat,  his  eclipfe 
upon  the  crofs^  when  deprived  of  that  prefencej 
which  was  his  only,  and  his  exceeding  joy.  Oh  the(e 
accounts,  vo  for  row  was  like  unto  his  for  row  ! 

The  unknown  forrows.  of  the  Redeemer  are  a 
continual  fource  of  fupport  and  confola^ion  to  his 
believing  people.  In  his  fufferings  they  contem* 
plate  his  atonement,  his  love,  and  his  example,  and 
they  are  animated  by  the  bright  and  glorious  iflue. 
For  he  pafled  from  death  to  life,  from  fuffering  to 

1.  HU  atonement^  apprehended  by  faith,  delivers 
ibem  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  gives  them 
peace  with  God,  and  accefs  to  him  with  liberty  a» 
children  *•  Being  thus  delivered  from  their  heavy 
burden,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan,  and  having  ' 
a  way  open  for  receiving  fupplics  of  grace  and: 
ftrength,  according  to  their  day,  they  are  prepared 
to  take  up  their  crofs,  and  to  follow  him. 

2.  His  /ovCf  in  fubmitting  to  fuch  (brrows  for  their 
£»kes»   attaches  their  hearts  to  him.     Great  is  the 
power  of  love !   It  makes  hard  things  eafy,  and  bit- 
ter 
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ter  fweet  Some  of  \is  can  tcH,  or  ratljer  we  can- 
not  eafily  tell  how  much  we  would  cheerfully  do^ 
or  bear,  or  forbear,  for  the  fake  of  the  perfon  whom 
we  dearly  love*  But  this  nobleft  principle  of  the 
foul  never  can  exert  itfelf  with  its  full  ftrengrh,  till 
rt  is  fupremely  fixed  upon  -its  proper  objeft.  The 
love  of  Christ  hat  a  constraining  force  indeed  *  /  It  \^ 
ftronger  than  death.  It  overcomes  the  world.  And 
«tv  thus  hve  him^  becaufe  he  first  hved  us  ;  hecaufe  he 
loved  us^  and  gave  himfetf  for  us  f » 

3.  His  example.     The  thought  that  he  fuflFered  for 
them,  arms  them  with  the  like  mind.     They  look 
to  him  and  are  enlightened.     By  his  crofs  they  are 
crucified   to    the  world,    and    the  world   to   them. 
They  no  longer  court  its  favour,  nor  are  afraid  of  its 
frown,      rhey  know  what  they  muft  expeft,   if  they 
will  be  his  fervants,  by  the  treatment  he  met  with ;. 
and  chey  are  content.     He  who  endufed  the  contra- 
diction of  finiiers  againft  himfelf  for  tbetn,  is  wor- 
thy  that  they  (hould  fufFer  likewife  for  him.     It  is^ 
their  defire,  neither   to  provo'ke    the   oppofition  of 
men,  nor  to  dread  it.     They  commit  themfclves  to* 
him,  and  are  fure  that  he  will  not  expofe  them  to 
fiich  fufFcrings  as  he  endured  for  them.     So,  like- 
wife,  under  all  the  trials  and  affli£tions  which  they 
endure   more   immediately  from   the   hand   of  the 
Lord,  a  lively  thought  of  his^  forrows  reconciles  thenv 
to  their  own.     Thus  by  his  (tripes  they  are  healed^ 
and  are  comforted  by  having  tellowfhip  with  him  in 
his  iuffe rings.  "  ^ 

4.  Laftly,  if  more  were  neceffary,  (and,  fome- 
times,  through  remaining  infirmity  and  furrounding. 
temptation,  every  confidieration  is  no  more  than  ne- 
ceffaiy),  they  know  that  their  l^oiA  pajfed  through- 
^^tritigs  to  ghfy.  And  they  know  (lor  they  have 
his  own  gracious  pxomife)    that  if  they  fuffer  tvith- 

hinf^ 
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bimy  they  /ball  alfo  reign  with  him  *.  They  are  fure^ 
that  the  offerings  of  the  prejent  life  are  not  woriljy  ia 
he  compared  with  the  foy  which  will  then  be  revealed  i 
and  that  when  Chrifiy  who  is  their  life^  Jhall  appear^ 
they  alfo  fhall  appear  with  him  in  glory  f  ;  and  there- 
fore they  are  comforted  in  all  their  tribulation,  and 
can  fay,  None  of  thefe  things  move  mcy  neither  count 
I  my  life  dear  unto  myfelfyfo  that  I  mayfinifb  my  courfe 
with  joy  X^ 
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SERMON    XXIV. 
Mefliah's  Innocence  vindicated. 

Isaiah  liii.  8. 

He  was  talen  from  pr'ifon  and  from  judgment :  and 
nuho  flrnll  declare  his  generation  ?  tor  be  njBOS  cut  off 
out  of  the  land  of  the  living :  for  the  tranfgreffion  of* 
•my  people  was  hejlriciem 

T  ET  not  plain  Chriftians  be  ftumblcd>  becaufe 
I  J  there  are  difEculties  in  the  prophetical  parts  of 
tne  fcripturey  and  becaufe  tranilators  and  expofitors 
fometimes  explain  them  with  fome  diderence  as  to 
the  fenfe.  Whatever  direSly  relates  to  our  faith, 
pradiice,  and  comfort,  may  be  plainly  colleded  from 
innumerable  pafTages,  in  which  all  the  verfions,  and^ 
all  fober  expofitors,  are  agreed.  That  there  are  fome 
differences,  will  not  appear  (trange,  if  we  confider. 
the  antiquity  of  the  Hebrew  language,  and  that  the 
Old  Teftament  is  the  only  book  extant,  which  was 
written  during  the  time  that  it  was  the  common  lan«- 
guage  of  the  people.  For  this  reafon  we  meet  with 
many  words  which  occur  but  oncej  and' others, 
which  do  not  occur  frequently,  are  evidently  ufed  in 
more  than  one  fenfe.  If  we  fuppofe,  that  a  time 
ihould  come,  when  the  Engliih  language  fhould  be  no 
longer  fpoken,  and  no  more  than  a  fmgle  volume  in 
it  be  preferred,  we  may  well  conceive,  that  pofterity 
might  differ  as  to  the  fenfe  of  many  expreflions,  not- 
withftanding  the  afiiftances  they  might  obtain,  by 
comparing  the  Englifli  with  the  Frendb,  Dutch^  and 
other  languages,  which  were  in  ufe  at  the  fame 
period.    Such  alSftance  we  derive  from  the  Chaldee, . 

Syriac,, 
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Syriac,  Greek,  and  other  ancient  verfioiis  of  the  Old 
!\  Tc (lament,  fufficient  to  confirm  us  in  the  true  fenfc 

of  the  whole,  and  to  throw  light  upon  many  paiEtges 
otlierwife  dark  and  dubious ;  and  yet  there  will  re- 
main a  number  of  places^  the  fcnfe  of  which  the 
beft  critics  have  not  been  able  to  fix  with  certainty. 
Farther,  the  prophecies  are  ufually  exprciTed  in  the 
ftyle  of  poetry,  which,  in  all  languages^  is  remote 
from  the  common  forms  of  fpeaktng.  The  grand 
evidence  to  a  humble  mindj  that  the  Holy  Scripture 
was  originally  given  by  infpiration  of  God,  and  that 
the  vcrfion  of  it  Which  by  his  good  providence  wc  arc 
favoured  with  is  authentic,  is  the  tthEk  it  lias  upon 
the  heart  and  confcience  when  enligbti^ned  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  And  without  this  internal,  experimea- 
tal  evideiicje»  the  learned  are  no  lefs  ftt  a  Ids  than  tbe 
vulgar. 

An  acquaintance  with  the  Hebrew  wUl  perhaps 
iuggeft  a  meaning  in  this  vcrfe  {the  kuter  part  only 
of  which  is  taken  into  the  M^ab)  wfaidi  may  not 
readilv  occur  to  an  Engliih  reader.  But  the  purpcnrt 
.of  it  IS  pUinlyejEpreflfed  in  many  other  paflages.  The 
text  is  not  merely  a  repetition  of  what  was  fpoken 
iiefore  concerning  the  Redeemer's  fufferings  ;  rather 
the  declaration  of  what  was  to  follow  them  begins 
liere*  It  is  the  opening  of  a  bright  and  glorious  fub- 
jeS:.  He  was  taken»  be  was  taken  up,  like  Enoch 
and  Elijah)  from  priion,  and  from  judgment^  and  who 
can  declare  his  generation  i  or  (as  the  word  properly 
fignifies)  his  age?  Who  can  declare  his  ftate,  the 
eftablifhment  and  duration  of  his.  digmty^  influence> 
and  government?  For  though  he  was  cut  off,  mad« 
an  excifion  and  a  curfe,  from  amongft  men,  it  was 
not  upon  his  own  account,  but  for  the  tranfgrefiion 
of  my  people,  that  he  was  fmitten* 

God  was  mant/e/ied  in  the  flt^  *,  and  in  the  flefli 
he  fuffered  as  a  malefa£lon    Undoubtedly  the  di- 
vine 

•iTim.iil«i6. 
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vine  nature  is  incapable  of  faftring  ;  biit  tHe  human 
nature,  which  did  fuffer,  was  affitmed  by  hrm  luho  is 
$ver  ali^  Gody  bL^d  for  ever  ^ •  But  he  was  juftified 
in  the  Spirit ;  and  fufficient  care  was  taken,  that  in 
bis  loweft  humiliation,  though  he  was  condemned 
and  revHed,  his  character  ibould  be  vindicated.  I 
ihall,  therefore,  conlider  at  prefent  the  teftimonies 
given  to  his  innocence.  Though  he  was  cut  off  out 
of  the  land  of  the  living,  it  was  only  as  a  fubftitute 

;fbr  others.  He  was  ftrickea  for  the  tranfgreffion  of 
his  people. 

I.  The  firft  atteftatioit,  and,  which  of  itielf  is  fullf 
fufficient  to  eftablifh  this  point,  is  that  of  Ju4as.  He 
was  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles  who  attended  our 
Lord's  perfon,  and  who  were  admitted  to  a  nearer  and 

more  frequent  intercourfe  with  him  than  the  reft  of 
his  difciples.  Though  our  Lord  knew  that  his  heart 
was  cOTfupt,  and  that  he  wottld  prove  a  itrattor,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  treated  faim  ^th  peculiar 
referve,  or  to  have  kept  him  more  at  a  diftancethan 
the  other  apoftles  '^  for  when  he  told  them,  One  of  you 

Jball  betray  me,  thtf  had  no  ^vtkuh&r  fufpieion  of 
Judas.  He,  therefore,  was  well  acquakited  with  the 
more  retired  hours  of  his  Mafter's  life.  He  had 
been  often  with  him  m  Gethiemane,  before  he  went 
thither  to  betray  him  to  his  enemies.     When  he  had 

.aded  this  treacherous  part,  if  be,  who  had  been  fre- 
quently prefent  when  Jefus  comrerfed  moft  freely  m 
private  with  his  klcSt  followers,  had  known  any  thing 
amifs  in  his  condu<3:,  we  may  be  fure  he  would  gladly 
have  difclofed  it,  for  hi&own  juftification..  Chriftiaa 
fbcieties  have  ufually  been  reviled  and  (landered  by 
thofe  who  have  apoftatized  from  them;  their  mi*- 
ftakes,  if  they  were  juftly  chargeable  with  any>  have 
been  eagerly  publifhed  and  exaggerated  v.  and  many 
ikings  often  laid  to  their  charge  which  they  knew 
uoe.     But  Ji^Jas^  on  the  contrary,  was  compelled  by 

hik 
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his  coflicience  to  return  hU  ilUgott^n  gain  te  the  chief 
priei^s  an4  elders,  and  to  confe6»  Ihmw^nnedy  in  that 
I  have  btfrayed  the  innocent  blcod**  Confidertng  the 
time  of  making  this  deciaration,  when  he  faw  that 
he  was  already  condemned,  and  the  perfons  to  whom^^ 
he  made  it,  even  to  tbofe  who  had  condemned  him, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  was  an  unfufpe&ed  and 
competent  witnefs  to  his  innocence.  And  the  an<« 
fwer  of  the  chief  prieits  implied,  that,  though  theiv 
malice  could  be  fatisfied  with  nothing  le&  than  the 
death  of  tliis  innocent  perfon,.  they  were  unable  to 
eontradi^  the  traitor^s  teftimony. 

2.  Though  Pilate  likewifc  condenmed  Messiah  to 
death,  to  gratify,  the  ieipoctunity  of  the  Jews,  he  re- 
peatedly declared  his  firm  perfuafion  of  his  inno- 
cencej  and  he  did  it  with  great  ibkmnity*  He  t^ 
yvatef^  and  m^dlAs  hands ^  pablicly,  bef&re  the  muU 
tiiudei  fayihgy  lam^  ifwocetit  of  the  Uobd  rf  this  jti/l  per^ 

fin  f . .  He  laboured  for  his  releafe,  though  the  fea^ 
of  man  prevailed  upon  him  at  laft,  as  it  has  upon 
many,  to'a^  in  defiance  to  the  light  and  convickion 
of  his  con&ience.  And  fcom  him  we  karn,  that  He* 
cod^,  not^withflH^nding  he  mocked  him  and  fet  hint 
set  iK>ugbt,  confidcred  the;  accufations  of  his  enemies 
to  be  entirely  groundlels.  And  farther,  when  the 
Jews  propofed  fuch  an  alteration  of  the  title  affixed 
to  his  crofss  ^  might  imply,  that  the  ckims  our  Lord 
had  made  were  unjuft  and  criminal)  Pilate  utterly 
ufufed  to  comply  with  their  demand.  . 

3,  Tif*  thitf  upon  the  crofsy  with  his  dying  breathy 
iaid,,  ^h^  man  hath  dsne  /wihing  ami/s,.  If  his  com* 
petency  as  a  witnefs  ihould  be  dlfputed,  becaufe  it  is 
probable  he  had  known  but  little  of  him,  I  admit  the 
objeAion.  Be  ic  fo,  that  this  inalefa<^or  had  little 
perfoaal  knowledge  of  our  Lord.  Then,  his  opinion 
of  his  innocence  muft  have  been  founded  upon  pa^ 
blic  report }  and,  therefore,  it  feems,  he  fpokc  not  fot 

himfelf 
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himfelf  only;  but  his  words  tniiy  be  taken  as  a  proof, 
that  the  people  at  large,  though  they  fuffinred  them- 
felves  to  be  influenced  by  the  chief  priefts,  to  de- 
mand his  death,  and  to  prefer  BaraU>as,  a  robber 
and  a  murderer,  to  him,  were  generally  confcious 
that  he  had  done  nothing  amifs.    Many  of  thofe  who 
now  faid,  Crucify  bim^  crucify  him^  had,  not  long  be* 
fore,  welcomed  him  with  acclamations  of  praife,  fay- 
ing, Hofannah  to  the  Son  of  David,   This  inconfiftence 
'  and  inconftancy  is  not  altogether  furprifing  to  thofe 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  weakness  and  wic- 
kedhefs  of  human  nature  in  its  prefent  ftate  $  and 
who  confider  the  cSeGts  which  the  mi&eprtfentations 
and  artifice  of  perfons  of  great  name,  and  ia  high 
office,  have  often  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  igno* 
rant  and  foperftittous.    Thus,  at  Lyftra^  thfoii^k  the 
perfqafion  of  the  Jews,  the  Apoftle  Pavd  was  flxmed 
and  kf t  for  dead  *,  by  die  very  people,  wfao^  a  fitde 
before,  could  with  difficulty  be  reftraiiied  from  pay« 
ing  him  divine  honours. 

4.  Though  the  Jblvation  of  men,  and  the  honour 
of  the  law  of  God,  required,  that  when  Messia« 
undertook  to  make  an  s^onement  for  our  fins,  he 
(hould  be  thus  given  up  to  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  his 
enemies,  fuffer  all  the  infamy  due  to  the  worft  and 
vileft  tranfgreflbrs,  and  be  deferted  by  God  and  man^ 
yet  his  heavenly  Father  bore  a  fignal  and  folema 
teftimony  to  his  character.  The  frame  of  nature 
fympathifed  with  ha  fuffering  Lord*  The  heavens 
were  clothed  with  fackcloth ;  the  fun  withdrew  his 
(hining;  the  fanfluary  was  laid  open,  by  th^  rending 
of  the  vail  of  the  temple  from  the  top  to  the  bottom^ 
|he  earth  trembled  greatly;  the  rocks  were  rent;  the 
graves  opened  ;  and  the  dead  arofe.  Thefe  events^ 
in  conne£lion  with  what  had  pafied  before,  extort- 
ed an  acknowledgment  of  his  innocence  from  the 

Roman 
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Roman  centurion  who  was  appointed  to  attend  his 
execution. 

Thu3}  it  appears,  that  Judas,  who  betrayed  him ; 
the  Jewi(h  council,  which  couid  not  find  fufficlent 
ground,  even  though  they  employed  falfe  and  fu]>- 
orned  witneiTes  to  pafs  fentence  upon  him  %  Herod^, 
who  derided  him ;  Pilate,  who  condemned  him>  the 
malefa£bor,  who  fuiFered  with  him ;  and  the  conif 
mander  of  the  foidiers  who  crucified  him,  all  com- 
bined in  a  declaration  of  his  innocence :  God  himfelf 
confirming  their  word,  by  figns  and  wonders  in  hea- 
yen  and  upon  earth* 

It  may  feem  quite  unneceiTary  to  prove  the  inno^ 
(^cy  of  him,  who,  in  his  human  nature,  was  abfo- 
lately  porfefl:,  and  in  whom  the  prefence  and  fulnefs 
of  God  dwelt ;  and  it  it  indeed  unneceffai  y  to  thofe 
who  believe  in  his  name.     It  is,  however,  a  pleafmg 
contemplation  to  them,  and  has  an  important  in- 
fluence upon  their  faith  and  hope.     In  this  they  tri- 
umph, that  he  wh$knew  no  Jin  himfelf^  naas  made  fm^ 
was  treated  as  a  finner  ior  them,  that  they  might  be 
made  the  righteou/mfs  of  God  in  himk     The  High  Priefl 
^fom'profy^on  needed  mty  as  thofe  who  typified  his 
office  of  old,  t^  offer  up  facrijice^  Jitji  for  bis  ownfns^ 
and  then  for  the  fins  of  the  people ;  for  he  was  per- 
feAly  holy,  harmleft,  and  undefikd-.    And  had  he  not 
been  a  lamb  without  fpot  or  blemifli,  he  could  not 
have  been  accepted  on  our  behalf.     It  was  the  per* 
fe&ion.  of  his  voluntary  obedience  to  the  law  of  our 
nature,  under  which  he  fubmitted  to  be  made,  which, 
conjoined  with  the  excellency  of  his  character  as 
the  Son  of  God,  made  him  meet,  able,  and  wonhy^ 
to  expiate  our  tranfgreffions.     By  the  one  offering-^ 
of  himfelf,  once  ofiered,  he  has  made  an  end  of  fn^ 
brou^t  in  an  everlqfting  rigbteoufnefsy  and  having  apr 
peared  nvttb  bis  own  blood  within  the  vail^  in  the  pre^ 
fence  if  God  for  us,  and  ever  living  to  make  inters J/ion 

for 
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for  all  vjho  come  untc  God  by  him^  he  h  ptopokd'  in  the 
^ofpel  as  the  Author  of  eternal  falvation  tb  afi  ix/hb 
obey  him.  In  him^  all  the  feed  of  If^ad  Jball  be  jufli^ 
Jied^  and  findl  glory  ^.  In  him  the  true  Ifrael,  the 
partakers  of  the  faith  of  Abraham^  (hail  be  faved^ 
faved  to  the  ottcrmoft,  faved  nvith  an  everlafting  falva^ 
tion  i  they  Jball  not  be  ajbamedi  nor  ccnfoundedy  world 
9vithout  end. 

But  who  that  knows  thefe  things  can  faffidetkly 
commiferate  the  fatal  effe£ls  of  that  unbelief  which 
blinds  and  hardens  the  hearts  of  multitudes  J  efpe* 
cially  that  more  learned  and  informed,  and  therefore 
more  inexcufable  unbelief,  which  charaderifes  the 
modern  patrons  of  fcepticifm.  They  read  and  ad* 
mire  ancient  hiftory.  There  is  no  old  ftory  fo-  fri- 
volous Of  improbable,  but  k  is  fufficient  to  engage 
their  attention,  and  to  exercife  their  acumen,  if  it  be 
found  in  Herodotus  or  Livy.  They  fp^re  no  piitns, 
they  perplex  themfelves,  and  weary  their  readers> 
with  their  attempts  to  decypher .  an  ancient  infcrip- 
tion,  or  to  fix  the  date,  or  reconcile  the  circumftances 
of  a  fuppofed  event,  which,  after  all,  perhaps  never 
had  place  but  in  the  imagination  of  the  writer.  Their 
implicit  deference  to  fuch  uncertain  authorities  as 
thefe,  often  verges  upon  the  border  of  extreme  c«5* 
dulity.  The  Bible  is  an  ancient  hiftory  likewife^ 
and  if  it  was  only  received  upon  the  footing  of  the 
reft,  as  merely  a  human  com  pofi tion,  the  fafis  which 
it  reljates,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  related) 
the  adtnirable  fimplicity  of  narration  in  fome  parts, 
the  unrivalled  fublimity  of  defcription  in  oAcrs  ;  the 
juftnefs  and  difcrimination  of  charader^  \  the  views 
It  unfolds,  of  the  workings  of  the  human  heart,  and 
the  fprings  of  a£iion,  fo  exactly  conformable  to  ex^ 
perience  and  obfervation,  might  furely  recommend  it 
to  their  notice.     And  poflibiy,  if  it  did  claim  no 

higher 
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higher  authority  than  a  human  compofition,  men  vho 
have  any  juft  pretenfions  to  tafte  would  admire  it  no 
kfs  than  they  now  ui^enralue  it.  But  becaufe  it 
does  not  flatter  their  pride,  ;nor  give  indulgence  to' 
their  corrupt  propenSties>  they  are  afraid  to  ftody  it, 
left  the  internal  matks  of  it9  divine  original  ihouid 
force  unwelcome  convidions  upon  tibeir  .  minds. 
Therefore  tlxey  remain  willingly  ignorant  of  its  con- 
tents, or  the  knowledge  they  discover  of  it  is  fo  very 
fuperficial,  that  a  well  inftruded  child  of  ten  years 
of  age  may  fmile  at  the  miftakes  of  critics  and  philo- 
fophers.  That  fuch  a  book  is  extant,  is  undeniable. 
How  can  they  account  for  its  produdion  ?  A  view 
of  what  they  a£lually  have  done,  will  warrant  us  to 
a^ert,  that  the.  wifeil  men  of  antiquity,  neither,  would 
haye  written  fuch  a  book  if  they  could,  nor  were  they 
able,  had  they  been  ever  fo  willing.  And  yet  we 
have  as  good  evidence,  that  the  New  Teftament  was 
written  by  plain  and  unlearned  men,  as  we  hav.  for 
any  fa£i:  recorded  in  hiftory.  .How  could  fuch  nien 
invent  fuch  a  book  ?  And  how  fhould  they,  without 
feeming  dired^ly  to  defign  it,  but  incidentally  as  it 
were,  reprefent,  that  p^rfons  of  fuch  various  cha-. 
rafters,  who  concurred  in  putting  Jefus  to  death, 
fhould  all  equally  concur  in  eftabliihing  the  teftimony 

of  his  innocence* 

True  Chriftians,  when  they  fuffer  unjuiUy,  may 
learn,  from  the  example  of  thdit^Lord,  to  fuffer  pa- 
tiently. The  apoftle  prefles  this  argument  upon  fer- 
vants*— who  in  thofe  days  were  chiefly  bond-fer* 
vants,  or  flaves.  He,  therefore,  evidently  fuppofes, 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  was  fufficient  to 
quaUfy  peof^e,  in  the  loweft  fituattons  of  human  lifjp, 
with  a  fortitude  and  magnanimity  of  fpirit  of  which 
philofophy  could  fcarcely  reach  the  conception.  In 
cffe£t,  to  be  much  taken  up  with  the  interefts  of  felf,. 

•  to 
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to  liVe  upon  the  breath  of  others,  to  be  full  of  re« 
fentment  fot  every  injuryy  and  watchful  to  retaliate 
iti  thefe  are  the  properties  and  tokens  of  a  little  and 
narrow  mind.     It  requires  no  energy,  no  facrifice^ 
no  ref<^ution,  to  acquire  fuch  a  difpofition ;  for  it  is 
natural  to  us,  and  powerful  and  hahitual  in  the  weak- 
eft  and  leaft  rcfpe^able  charaAers.     But  to  a£l:  uni' 
formly  as  the  fervants  of  God,  fatisfied  with  his  ap- 
probation, under  the  regulation  of  his  will,  and  for 
his  fake  cheerfully  to  bear  whatever  hardfliips  a  com* 
pliance  with  duty  may  expofe  us  to,  enduring  grief, 
fufiering  wrongfully,  and  afling  in  the  fpirit  of  be- 
'nevolence  and  meeknefs,  not  only  to  the  good,  but 
alfo  to  the  froward  i  this  indicates  a  truenoblenefs  of 
ibuk     And  tothis  we  are  called  by  oiir  profefEon-; 
for  thus  Chrift  fufiered.     He  did  no  fin,  neither  was 
guile  found  in  his  mouth  \  yet  he  was  reviled,  but  he 
reviled  not  again.     He  fufiered,  thougli  innocent^ 
but  he  threatened  not.     He  was  cnicified  by  wicked  . 
men ;  but  he  prayed  for  them  while  they  were  nam- 
ing him  to  the  crofs.     1  his  was  an  eminent  brandi 
o£  the  mind  that  was  in  Chrift;    and    it  ought  to 
be  a^  diflinguifhing  feature  in  the  charader  of  his 
people.     For,    is   the  difctple  above  his  Lord  ?    or 
fhould  the  condud  of  the  difciple  contradid  that  of 
his  Lord  ?    Undoubtedly,  fo  fax  as  we  are  partakers 
in  the  dodrine  of  his  fufferings,  and  have  real  fol- 
lowfhip  with  him  in  his  death,  we  fiiall  refemble  him. 
If  we  faf  n^e  abide   %n  hitrii  Hve  ought  to  'Walky  even 
as  he  walked*.     But  ihcy,  who,  calling  themfelves* 
Chriftians,  are  full  of  the  fpirit  of  fe^f^juftiUcatioR, 
contention,  and  complaint,  while  they  profefs  to  be- 
lieve in  him,  deny  him  by  their  works.   The  apoilles 
Peter  and  John,  deeply  afTefted  by  their  obligations 
to  him,  and  by  the  exquifite  pattern  of  meeknefs  and 
teodemefs  which  he  had  fet  before  them,  departed 
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I  from  the  prefence  of  the  council,  not  fwelling  with 

anger,  nor  hanging  dovn  their  heads  witib  grief,  but 
rejoicing  that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  fi^er  Jbame 
for  his  fake  *•  And  he  defenres  no  lefs  from  us  than 
he  did  from  them.  It  was  for  us,  no  lefs  than  for 
them,  that  he  endured  reproach,  and  was  content  xm 
die  as  a  malefador,  though  he  was  innocent* 
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-'Meffiah  rrflng  from  the  Dead. 

Psalm  xvi.  io» 

For  thou  nvih  not  Irave  my  foul  in  hell :  neithtr  wilt 
thoufufftr  thine  Holy  One  to  fee  corruption. 

THAT  the  gofpel  is  a  divine  revelation,  may  be 
fummarily  proved  from  the  chara£ter  of  its 
Author.     If  an  infidel  was  fo  far  diverted  of  preju- 
dice and  prepofleflion,  as  to  read  the  hiftory  of  Jefus 
Chrift  recorded   by  the  evangelirts,  with  attention, 
and  in  order  to  form  his  judgment  of  it,  fimply  and 
candidly,  as  evidence  fhould  appear  ;  I  think  be  muft 
obferve  many  particulars  in  his  fpirit  and  condud,  fo 
very  different  from  the  prevailing  fentiments  of  man- 
kind, as  to  convince  him,  that  man,  in  his  prefent 
(late,  could  not  pofEbly  have  conceived  the  idea  of 
(9tYi%  charaAer.     Poets  and  hirtorians  hf»re  often 
.  employed  their  powers  in  delineating  what  appeared 
(^        to  them  the  great  and  the  excellent  in  human  con- 
duft.     But  how  different  are  the  pi(flures  of  their 
admired  heroes,  fages,  and  legiflators,  from  the  por- 
trait of  the  Saviour,  as  it  is  drawn  with  the  utmofl: 
fimplictty  bj  plain  unlettered  men,  who,  without  art 
or  affeftation,  only  defcribe  what  they  profefs  to  have 
feen  and  heard.     I  fix  at  prefent  upon  a'  fingle  conG- 
deration,  which  perhaps  cannot  be  exprefled  more 
.   properly  or  forcibly,  than  in  the  words  of  an  inge- 
nious writer  now  living.     «  He  is  the  only  founder 
of  a  religion,  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  which  is 
totally  unconne^ed  with  all  human  policy  and  go- 
vcnunenti  and  therefore  totally  unconducive  to  any- 
worldly 
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vorldljr  purpofe  whatever.  All  others,  Mahomet^ 
Numa^  and  even  Mofes  hicnfelfy  blended  their  rdt ' 
giotts  inftitutions  with  their  civil,  and  by  them  ob^ 
taioed  dominion  over  their  refpe£live  people^  But 
Chrift  neither  aimed  at,  nor  would  accept  of  any 
fuch  power.  He  rejefled  *  every  objeS^  which  all 
other  men  purfue,  and  made  chcnce  of  thofe  wfaioU 
others  fly  from  and  are  afraid  of.  He  refufed  power^ 
riches,  honours,  and  pleafure  y  and  courted  poverty^ 
ignoHiiny,  tortures,  and  death.  Many  have  been  the 
rnthufiafta  aud  impofiors^  who  have  endeavoured  ti> 
mpofe  on  the  world  pretended  revelations }  and  foms 
of  them,  from  pride,  obftinacy,  or  principle,  have 
gone  fo  far  as  to  lay  down  their  lives  rather  than  re« 
mJOc  X  bat  t  defy  hiilbry  to  ihew  one,  who  ever  made 
his  own  fuiferings  and  death  f  a  neceiTary  part  of 
bis  original  plan,  and  efiential  to  his  miffion.  This 
Chrift  adually  did ;  he  fore£iw,  foretold,  declared 
their  neceflity,  and  voluntarily  endured  them  |." 

The  death  of  our  Lord  was  indeed  eflential  to  his 
plan  \  as  fuch,  it  was  conftantly  in  his  view,  and  hr 
often  fpoke  of  it»  Probably  it  was  the  'whole  of  his 
enemies  plan  ;  and  when  they  faw  him  dead,  buried; 
and  the  fepulchre  fealed,  they  triumphed  in  their 
Cuccefs,  and  espefted  to  hear  of  him  no  more.  But 
the  fcriptures,  which  were  read  in  their  fynagogues 
every  fabbath-day,  foretold  his  refurre^ion  from  the 
dea.d.  The  text  before  us,  if  there  were  no  other, 
is  a  fufEcient  proof  of  this,  to  thofe  who  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  New  Teilament,  fince  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  applied  to  him  by  the  apoftles  Peter  and  Paul. 

The  word  in  the  Hebrew  text  rendered  in  our  ver- 
fion,  Soulj  is  ufed  in  different  fenfes.  According  to 
the  conneflion  in  which  it  ftands,  it  (igniiies  breath, 
life,  foul,  or  fpirit,  and  fometimes  the  dead  body* 
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7be  €orrefponding  Greek  word,  "wh&tt  the  apoftk 
quotes  this  verfe  *,  has  likewife  various  fignificadons* 
And  the  original  woids  anfwering  to  Hett^  fignify 
both  the  inviuble  worldi  or  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  and 
Ibmetimes  the  grave.  Notwithftanding  this  feeming 
diverfitfy  we  are  at  no  lofs  here  for  the  precife  fenfe. 
Scripture  is  the  beft  interpreter  of  itfeif.  It  is  evi- 
dently the  apoftle's  defign  to  prove  that  the  Pfalmift 
forefawy  and  foretold,  the  refurre^lipn  of  that  body 
which  was  taken  down  dead  from  the  crofs,  and  laid 
in  Jofeph's  tomb.  With  this  body  our  Lord  arofe  on 
the  third  day,  according  to  the  fcriptures. 

Though  Mbssiah  was,  for  our  fakes,  treated  as  a 
malefaf^or,  all  who  were  immediately  concerned  in 
bis  death  were  conllrained  (as  we  have  feen)  to  de« 
dare  his  innocence.  But  he  was  worthy  of  a  more 
folemn  and  authoritative  juftification.  Accordingly^ 
He  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God^  with  power ^  tj 
his  refurreBion  from  the  deadf. 

The  apoftle  expounds  thifie  Holy  One  by  the  word 
ThfiX^  The  human  n^ure,  the  body  formed  by 
the  immediate  power  of  God,  and  born  of  a  virgin, 
was  holy. — It  was,  A  holy  thing  ||.  Perfe£t  and  pure, 
^nd  therefore  naturally  not  mortal,  though  fubje£):  to 
death  for  us.  In  this  nature  the  Son  of  God  was 
charged  with  fins  not  his  own  \  he  became  willingly 
refponfible  for  many  §.  Whatever  was  neccflary  on 
the  behalf  of  finners,  to  render  their  forgivenefs  con- 
fident with  the  honour  of  the  law,  juftice,  truth,  and 
governn^ent  of  God,  was  exadied  of  him,  and  he 
performed,  and  paid  to  the  utmoft.  He  made  a  full 
atonement  for  fin ;  and  though  be  had  power  over 
his  life,  he  hung  hour  after  hour  in  agonies  upon  the 
crofs,  till  he  faid,  Jt  is  finifhed.  Then  he  refigned 
his  fpirit  into  the  hands  of  his  heavenly  Father.  He 
was  afterwards  buried.    But  having  finifhed  his  whole 
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undertaking,  deftroyed  death,  and  him  that  had  the 
power  of  it,  and  opened  the  way  to  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  in  favour  of  all  who  (hould  believe  in  him,^ 
//  was  not  pojfible  that  he  /hould  he  detained  in  the 
grave  *.  He  had  power  likewife  to  refume  the  life  he 
had  laid  down  for  his  flieep;  and  he  arofe  the  third 
day,  to  exercife  all  power  and  authority  in  heaven 
and  in  earth. 

His  refurreftion  therefore  is  the  grand  principal 
faft  upon  which  the  truth  and  importance  of  Chri- 
ftianity  refts.  For  though  Chrift  died,  if  he  had  not 
rifen  again,  your  faith  and  our  preaching  would  be  in 
vain.  We  (hould  be  yet  in  our  fins  f .  And  though 
it  was  not  neeeflary  that  his  refurreiiion  ihould  have 
been  fo  publicly  known,  at  the  time,  as  his  crucF- 
fixion,  the  evidence  for  it  is  ftrong  and  decifive.  No 
one  point  of  ancient  hiftory  is  capable  of  fuch  clear 
accumulated  proof.  The  apoftles  frequently  faw 
him,  converfed  with  him,  eat  and  drank  with  him,, 
and  were  afTured  that  it  was  he  by  many  infallible 
proofs.  They  could  not  be  deceived  themfelves,  nor 
could  they  have  any  temptation  to  deceive  others* 
They  declared  his  refurre£tion  to  the  very  people  who 
put  him  to  death ;  and  they  confirmed  it  by  many 
indifputable  miracles,  which  they  performed  in  his 
name.  They  perfevered  in  this  teftimony,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  malice  of  the  Jews  and  the  fcorn  of  the 
heathens.  And  by  this  do£l:rine  of  a  crucified  rifen 
Saviour,  though  unfupported  by  the  patronage  of  hu- 
man power,  yea,  though  oppofed  by  it  in  every  place, 
they  cfFc£ted  that  change  in  the  moral  world,  where- 
ever  they  went,  which  the  philofophers  had  not  been 
able  to  produce,  by  all  their  inftrufkions,  in  a  fingle 
inftance  \  turning  men,  whom  they  found  under  the 
ftrongeft  prejudices  erf  education  and  habit,  from 
darinefs  to  lights  and  from  the  tvorfbip  of  dumb  idtih^  to 
Jerve  the  living  and  the  true  God  J. 
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But  there  are  proofs  of  tKis  point  which  depend 
not  upon  arguments  or  hiftory,  which  require  nei- 
ther learning,  genius^  nor  ftudy  to  comprehend ;  but 
are  equally  adapted  to  perfons  of  all  capacities,  and 
in  all  circumftances.  Thefe  are  the  efFefts  which 
this  doctrine  produces  on  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
truly  receive  it  upon  the  authority  of  fcripturc,  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  ofEce  it 
is  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  mind,  to  take  of  the  things 
of  Jefus,  (what  the  fcripture  reveals  of  his  perfon, 
offices,  and  glory),  and  to  prcfent  them,  with  infal- 
lible light  and  evidence,  to  thofe  who  humbly  yield 
themfelves  to  his  teaching.  Thefe  are  made  parta- 
kers of  the  power  of  his  reJurreBion  *.  It  delivers  them 
from  guilt  and  fear,  animates  them  with  confidence 
towards  God,  weans  them  from  the  love  and  fpirit 
of  this  evil  world,  infpires  them  with  great  and  glo- 
rious hopes,  and  delivers  them  from  the  fear  of  death. 
They  are  rifen  with  Chriji^  by  faith,  andfeek  the  things 
which  are  above  \^  where  they  know  their  Lord  and 
Saviour  is  feated  in  glory. 

I  do  but  touch  upon  thefe  particulars  at  prefent, 
becaufe  the  fubjeft  will  come  under  our  confideration 
again;  from  a  fubfequent  paflTage  in  the  Oratorio* 
Yet  I  would  not  wholly  omit  leading  your  refle£lions 
to  them,  though  what  I  briefly  offer  now,  may  make 
what  I  (hall  then  offer  (if  my  life  is  prolonged  to 
proceed  fo  far)  appear  under  the  difadvantage  of  a 
repetition  of  the  fame  thoughts.  Indeed,  I  know 
not  how  to  place  the  proof  of  this  capital  doftrine 
in  a  light  entirely  new.  The  moft  fatisf aftory  proofs 
are  the  moft  obvious ;  and  it  would  be  folly  to  fub« 
ftitute  weaker  in  their  place  for  the  fake  of  novelty. 
But  if  IJbouid  live  to  refume  the  fubjed,  fome  of  you 
who  are  now  prefent  may  not  live  to  hear  me.  So 
far  as  concerns  the  fa£l:,  I  may  hope  that  the  mofty 
•r  all  of  you,  ar^  believers^  and  that  you  are  already 
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perfuaded  in  your  minds  that  the  Lord  is  ri/en  indeed*  ! 
I  am  not  preaching  to  Je^Krs  or  Mahometans,  but  to 
pTofefTed  Chriftians.  But  permit  me  to  afk,  What 
influence  this  truth  has  upon  your  hopes,  your  tem- 
pers, and  your  condu£):  ?  The  powers  of  darknefs 
know  that  Chrifl  is  rifen.  They  believe,  they  feel, 
they  tremble.  I  hope  none  of  you  will  be  content 
with  fuch  a  faith  as  may  be  found  in  the  fallen  an- 
gels. As  furely  as  he  is  rifen,  he  will  at  length  re- 
turn to  judge  the  world.  Behold  he  cometh  in  the 
cloudsy  and  every  eye  Jball  fee  him  !  They  who  arc 
prepared  to  meet  him,  who  are  waiting  for  him,  and 
who  long  for  his  appearance,  have  reafon  to  rejoice 
that  he  once  died,  and  rofe  again  ! 

Many  are  the  advantages  which  true  Chriftians 
derive  from  a  fpiritual  and  enlightened  knowledge  of 
this  do<9,rine.     I  will  mention  a  few. 

I.  As  Messiah  wgiS'delivered^  that  is  delivered  up, 
as  a  hoftage  to  the  demands  of  jnAicc  for  our  fences ^ 
fo  they  know  that  he  was  raifed  again  for  our  juftifi* 
cation\.  By  virtue  of  that  union  which  fubfifts  be- 
tween Messiah,  as  the  Head  of  his  body  the  church, 
and  all  his  members  j  that  is,  all  in  the  fucceffive 
ages  of  the  world,  who  believe  in  him  by  a  faith  of 
divine  operation  \  he  is  their  legal  reprefentative  \  he 
and  they  are  confidered  as  one.  His  fufFerings,  his 
whole  humiliation  ^nd  obedience  unto  death,  is  fo 
imputed  to  them,  that  they  thereby  are  exempted 
from  condemnation ;  and  though  not  from  all  fufFer- 
ings, yet  from  all  that  is  properly  penal,  or  ftri^ly  a 
puni(hmentr  What  they  fuffer  is  only  in  a  way  of 
difcipline  or  chaftifement  \  and  to  them  a  token,  not 
of  wrath,  but  of  love.  On  the  other  hand,  as  he  by 
his  refurre£tion  was  vindicated,  judified  from  the  re- 
proaches of  his  enemies,  declared  to  be  the  Son  of 
God,  with  power,  and  raifed  to  glory;  thev  have 
fellowfliip  with  him  herein.     God  exalted  him  to 

gloryi 

f  Lulc  xsiv.  34*     ^  t  Rom.  v.  %i% 


a72  Meffiah  tifmgfrcm  the  Dead.         Scr.  2^. 

glory,  and  gave  him  a  name  above  every  name^  that 
their  faith  and  hope  might  be  in  God  *.  They  are  not 
only  pardoned,  but  accepted  in  the  Beloved,  And 
after  this  (late  of  difcipline  is  ended,  they  (hall  be 
treated  as  if  they  had  never  Cnntd.  For  if  their  fins 
arc  fought  for  in  that  day,  they  (hall  not  be  found. 
If  any  charge  (hould  be  brought  againft  them,  it 
ihall  be  over-ruled — ^by  this  comprehenfive  unanfwer- 
able  plea — Chrifl  that  died^  yea^  rather  that  it  rijen 
egain^  appears  in  the  prefence  of  God,  acknowledges 
them  as  his  own,  and  makes  interefjjion  for  them  f  • 
Among  men,  a  criminal  may  obtain  a  pardon,  may 
cfcape  the  fentence  he  has  deferved,  and  yet  be  left 
in  a  deflitute  and  miferable  condition.  But  judifica- 
tion  is  God's  manner  of  pardoning  finners,  accord- 
ing to  the  fovcreignty  and  riches  of  his  grace,  in  the 
Son  of  his  love.  Thofc  whom  he  pardons,  he  alfa 
juftiftes ;  and  whom  he  juftifies,  he  alfo  glorifies. 
And  even  now  in  this  life,  though  it  doth  not  yet 
appear  what  they  (hall  be,  though  their  prefent  pri- 
vileges are  far  (hort  of  what  they  hope  for,  and  though 
lye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  what  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  X I  yet  even  now  are  they  the  children  ofGod\\, — 
And  in  the  midft  of  their  trials  and  infirmities,  though 
confcious  of  much  defed,  and  many  defilements,  in 
their  beft  hours  and  fervices ;  and  though  jthey  have 
not  forgotten  their  iniquities  and  provocations,  when 
they  lived  without  God  in  the  world ;  yet,  according 
to  the  mcafure  of  their  laith,  exercifed  upon  their 
Saviour,  who  was  raifed  for  their  juflification,  they 
can  rejoice  in  the  knowledge  of  their  acceptance,  and 
rely  upon  him  for  their  perfcverance  y  and  they  dare 
approach  the  great,  holy,  and  heart-fearching  God^ 
as  to  a  Father,  and  pour  out  their  hearts  before  him, 
with  greater  freedom  than  they  can  ufe  to  their 
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ideareft  earthly  friends.  And  while  they  feel  and 
confefs  themfelves  unworthy  of  the  fmalleit  of  his 
mercies,  they  are  not  afraid  to  a(k  for  the  greateft 
Ueffings  his  bounty  can  beilow,  even  to  be  fet  as  a 
feal  upon  his  heart,  and  upon  his  arm,  to  be  filled 
with  all  his  communicable  f  ulnefs,  and  to  claim  hiof 
as  their  everlafting  portfon. 

2.  The  refurrefiion  of  Chriit  from  the  dead,  is  a 
pledge  and  fpecimen  bf  that  almighty  power  which 
is  engaged  on  their  behalf,  to  overcome  all  the  ob-  , 
ftacles,  difficulties,  and  enemies,  they  are  liable  to 
mett  with  in  their  pilgrimage,  which  threaten  to  dif- 
appoint  their  hopes,  and  to  prevent  them  from  obtain* 
ing  their  heavenly  inheritance.    The  fivft  communis 
cation  of  a  pnnciple  ot  laith  andlpintuat  fife TiTthcTr 
hearts,  whereby  they  are  delivered  from  the  domi- 
nion af  fin»  and  from  the  fpirit  and  love  of  the  world, 
is  attributed  to  the  exceeding  greainefs  of  that  fnigbiy 
power  which  faifed  the  dead  body  *  of  their  Lord 
from  the  grave,  and  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand^ 
far  above  all  principality  and  m^ht^  and  every  nanu 
that  is  named.     And  often  the  church,  coUe&ively^ 
in  its  militant  (late,  and  the  individuals  which  com- 
pofe  it,  in  their  perfonal  concerns,  have  been  brought^ 
to  outward  appearance,  exceeding  low.     Their  ene« 
mies  have  feemed  upon  the  point  of  triumphing,. and 
faying,  Down  with  them,  ^ven  to  the  ground.    Such 
was  the  boaft  of  the  Jewifh  rulers,  when  they  had 
ilain  the  Shepherd  and  difperfed  his  flock.     But  it 
was  a  (hort-lived  boafl:.     He  arofe,  he  afcended,  he 
took  pofTedion  of  his  kingdom  for  himfelf,  and  for 
them.     He  poured  out  his  Holy  Spirit  upon  them, 
and  they  went  forth    preaching  his   word,    which 
fpread  like  the  light  of  advancing  day,  from  Judea  to 
Samaria,  and  to  the^diftant  parts  of  the  earth.    The 
united  force  of  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  endea« 
vCured  to  fupprefs  it,  but  in  vain.     Many  nations 
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and  kin|doins  laboured  to  extirpate  the  very  name  of 
Chriilianity  from  among  men,  but  they  fucccffiveljr 
periflied  in  the  attempt ;  and  the  caufe  againft  which 
they  raged  ia  ftill  preserved.     It  is  foundid  upon  a 
rock  i  and  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  frevail  againfi  it  *» 
Nor  can  any  weapon  profper  that  is  formed  againft 
the  weakeft  and  meanefl  of  thofc  who  £ncerely 
efpoufe  this  caufe.     He,  to  whom  they  have  devoted 
and  entrufted  themfelvesy  has  promifed,   that  noM 
Jhall  pluck  them  out  of  his  hands  f»    And  while  he  re« 
mains  faithful  to  his  word,  and  able  to  fulfil  it,  theyr* 
fhall  be  fafer    Yet  they  are  often  prefied  above  me»« 
fare,  beyond  ftrength,  infomuch  that  they»  perhaps^ 
defpair  even  of  life.     But  when  they  are  at  the  Iow« 
eR,  the  Lord  is  their  helper ;  and  they  are  tatr^t  b^ 
the  exigencies  they  pafs  through,   to  truft,  not  ia 
themfelves,  hut  in  God  who  rayed  the  deadp     It  is^ 
indeed,  the  Lord'is.  ufual  method  of  training  up  his 
people  to  an   habitual    dependence  upim  hioi&lf. 
When  he  has  raifed  their  expectations  by  his  pro- 
mifes,  he  permits,  as  it  were,  a  temporary  death  to 
overcloud  their  profpe£b  r  amd  that  which  he  has  faid 
he  will  furely  do  for  them,  appears  for  a  feafon,  to^ 
the  judgment  of  fenfe,  impra£trcable  and  hopelefs* 
We  might  illuftratc  this  point  at  large  from  the  hif- 
tory  of  Abraham,  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  of  David,  and 
of  the  rebuilding  of  the  fecond  temple  ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  it  might  be  illuftrated  from  the  hiftory  of 
many  in  this  afiembly.     If  you  have  been  walking 
with  God  for  any  confiderable  time,  you  have  met 
with  turns  and  changes  which  have  almoft  put  you 
to  a  ftand.     You  have  been,  and  perhaps  now  arc, 
in  fuch  circumftances,  that  you  feel  you  have  no  re- 
iburce  in  yourfclf,  and  you  arc  fure,  that  the  help  of 
man  cannot  relieve  you  5  hut  v.hile  your  help  is  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord -ivho  made  heaven  and  earth  \\y  and 

while 

•  Matt.  xvi.  18.  +  John  ».  28.  }  a  Cor.  1.  $. 

I  Pfal  cxxiv.  %. 


Scr.  a5#         Mejftah  ryingfnm  the  Dead.  ay  j 

whHe  you  are  warranted  to  truft  in  him,  %vho  raifeth 
the  deady  fow  have  no  juft  reafon  to  defpond.  It  was 
a  dark  feafon  with  the  d^ifeipies,  wheu  their  Lord^ 
whom  thcy'klvcd,  emd  in^wbom  they  truftedy  that  H 
had  been  he  nhhojbould  have  redeemed  Ifrael*^  was  con- 
demned)  and  put  to  death.  But  the  appointed  third 
dfty  reKeyed  their  fears,  and  turned  their  mourning 
into  joy. 

.  3.  HisTefarrcfilion  is  the  pledge  and  pattern  of 
t)urs.    As  certainly  as  Ohrtft,  the  firft-fruits,  is  rifen, 
io  certainly  fiiaH  they  that  are  Chrift's  arUe  at  his 
ccfmtng.     And  each  of  his  people  fliall  arifci  aliufque 
•far  idem  f .    Their  bodies,  though  properly  their  own, 
ffiall  he  changed,  and  faftfioned  Bke  unto  his  ghrious 
isdyX*    This  eorruptible  muft  put  on  incorruption  \ 
and  the  body,  which  is  fownin  diflK)nour  and  weak- 
nefs,  be  raifed  in  power  and  glory. '  Flefh  and  blood, 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God.     The  body,  in  this  life,  is  a  clog  and  a  burden 
to  thofe  who  place  their  chief  happinefs  in  the  fervice 
of  God,  and  in  communion  with  him.     It  is  a  vile 
body,  defiled  hj  fin,  and  it  defiles  their  beft  defires 
and  nobleft  efforts.     Even  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  by  which  they  live,  though  perfe£Uy  pure  in 
itfelf,  is  debafed,  when  communicated  to  them^  and 
exercifed  under  the  difadvantages  of  a  Gnful  nature, 
as  the  beft  wine  will  receive  a  taint  if  poured  into  a 
foul  veflel.     The  body,  in  another  view,  is  a  prifon, 
in  which  the  foul,  confined  and  pent  up,  is  limited 
in  its  operations,,  and  impeded  lin..  its  perceptions  of 
divine  things.    Though  we  are  probably  furrounded 
by  the  glorious  realities  of  the  fpiritual  world,  only 
ihort  and  tranfient  glances  of  them  are  difcoverable 
by  us ;  we  fee  but  by  refle£kion,  and  darkly  || ;  we 
know  but  in  part,  and  fhould  know  nothing  of  them, 
but  for  the  good  report  of  the  word  of  God,  Farther, 

die 

*  Luke  lUT.  %6^  %U  t  Another  and  jil  the  famr* 

t  Phil.  m.%U    ,  I  z  Cor.  xili.  la* 
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the  body,  as  it  is  the  feat  of  innumerable  infirmities^ 
and  the  medium  which  conne£^s  us  with  the  calami- 
ties incident  to  this  mortal  ftate,  is  often  a  great 
hindrance  to  our  mod  defirable  enjoyments.  Pain 
and  ficknefs  call  off  the  attention,  and  indifpofe  our 
faculties,  when  we  wifh  to  be  moft  engaged  in  prayer^ 
detain  us  from  the  ordinances,  or  prevent  the  pleaiure 
we  hope  for  in  waiting  upon  the  Lord  in  them.  But 
out  new,  fpiritual,  and  glorified  bodies,  will  be  iree 
from  all  defilement  or  defc£l.  They  will  be  com- 
pletely qualified  to  anfwer  the  beft  wiflies,  and  mofl: 
enlarged  aftivity,  of  the  foul.  Then,  but  not  till 
then,  we  hope  to  be  all  eye,  all  ear,  always  upon  the 
wing  in  his  fervice,  and  perfe£Uy  conformed  to  his 
image,  in  light,  holinefs,  and  lovci  for  then  we 
Jbalt  fee  him  as  be  is^  without  any  interpofing  veil  or 
cloud  *, 


•  I  Jolin  liL  a. 
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^he  Afcenfidn  of  Meffiah  to  Glocy. 

Psalm  txW,  7, — 10. 

Lj/i  up  y&ar  htgdsi  O.ye  gntefy  and  be  ye  lift  upt  jff 
tnxerlafting  doorSy  and  the  King  of  glory  Jhall  come 
in*  •  Who  is  this  King  of  glory  f  The  Lordjlrong 
and  mighty^  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle.  Lift  up 
your  heads y  O  ye  gates ^  even  lift  up^  ye  * everla fling 
doors f  and  the  King  of  glory  /hall  come  in*  Who  is 
this  King  of  glory  ?  The  Lord  of  hojls^  he  is  the 
*«^  of  glory. 

THE  ittftitutions  of  the  Levitkal  law  were  a 
(hadow  or  flcetch  of  good  things  to  come. 
They  exhibited  a  faint  and  general  outline 
of  the  mediation  and  glofy  df  MesSiaii.  They  may 
be  compared  tb  the  delicate  engravings  on  a  feal,  the 
beauty  and  propdttions  df  which  cannot  be  plainly 
difcerned  without  the  ^fFiftance  of  a  glafs.  The 
gofpel  ahfwets  to  fiicTi  a  glafs.  Beheld  through  this 
rfiedium,  the  miniature  delineations  of  the  law^ 
which  to  the  eye  df  unaffifted)  unhiimbled  rcafon  ap- 
pear confufed  and  ihfignincant)  difplay  a  preciiion 
of  arrangement  in  the  parts,  and  an  importance  of 
defign  in*  the  whole,  \^rthy  the  wifdom  of  their 
•great  Author. 

From  the  fimilarity  of  the  fuTijeft  of  this  Pfalih 
and  the  fixty-eighth,  it  1$  at  leaft  probable  that  they 
were  both  compofed  upon  the  fame  dccafion,  the  re- 
moval of  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  from  its  laft  ftatiott- 
ary  rcfi^ence,  to  its  fixed  abode  in  Zion.;  when  the 
-^ing,  the  priefts,  the  fingers,  and  the  harpers,  all 

~OL.II.  A  affifted 


# 


2  The  Afcenfton  of  Ser.  a6« 

afTifted  in  the  proceflion,  attended  by  a  great  con- 
courfc  of  the  people.  The  language  of  the  latter 
part  of  the.  Pfalm  is  evidently  alternate.  And  we 
may  conceive,  that  when  the  ark  approached  the  ta- 
bernacle, the  priefts  and  Levites  who  acconipanied 
it,  demanded  admittance  for  it  in  thefc  words,  Lifi 
up  your  heads  J  O  ye  gates  ^  isfc.  and  were  anfwercd 
by  thofe  who  were  waiting  within  to  receive  it,  Who 
is  the  King  of  glory?  To  which  que  (lion  the  proper 
reply  is  made,  The  Lord  of  Ho/ts^  he  is  the  King  (f 
gfory. 

Thisi  if  taken  according  to  the  letter  of  thg  hif- 
tory,  was  a  grand,  and  folemn  tranfa£lion^  But  it 
"was  at  the^fame  time  a  type  of  an  event  unfpeakably 
more  glorious.  They  who  know  that  the  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  Teftanient  teftify  of  Chrift,  that  it  is  he 
of  whom  Mofes  in  the  Law,  David  in  the  Pfalms, 
and  all  the  fuccecding  prophets,  did  write,  will,  I 
think,  agree  in  confidering  this  paflage  as  referring 
to  his  afcenfion,  in  the  nature  in  which  he  fuffered, 
•into  the  true  holy  place  in  the  heavens,  as  the  repre- 
fentative  and  high  prieft  of  his  people ;  when,  aftor 
having  by -his  own  felf  purged  our  fins,  he  fat  down 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high.  Then 
having  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  he  triumph- 
ed over  them  openly,  though  not  in  the  view  of 
mortal  eyes.  He  lifted  up  his  hands,  and^  blefTed 
his  apoilles,  and  while  in  this  attitude  he  was  parted 
from  ihcm*.  He  afcended  gently  and  gradually, 
and. they,  admiring  and  adoring,  beheld  him  with 
fixed  attention,  till  a  cloud  concealed  him  from  their 
(ightf.  The  pomp  and  triumph  of  his  afcenfion 
Vrere  difplayed  in  the  invifible  world.  But  this  de- 
fcription,  accommodated  to  our  apprehenfions,  is  gi- 
ven to  affid  the  faith  of  his  people ;  that  their  hearts 
may  be  comforted,  their  meditations  enlarged,  and 
that  in  the  exercife  of  grateful  love,  they  may  fol- 
low 

•  Xokc  niT.  ji.  t  A^8  i.  .9, 
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low  him  in  their  thoughts,  afcend  with  him  Into  the 
heavenly  places,  and  rejoice  in  his  glory. 

We  conceive  of  him,  therefore,  from  this  fublime 
paflage,  as  afcending  to  his  Father  and  our  Father, 
to  his  God  and  our  God  ;  accompanied  with  a  train 
of  worfhipping  angels,  who  demand  admittance  for 
Messiah,  the  Saviour  and  friend  of  finners,  as  the 
King  of  glory.  The  queftion  is  afked.  Who  is  he 
that  claims  this  honour  ?  An  anfwer  is  given,  af- 
ferting  his  charafter,  his  vi£lorics,  and  the  juftice  of 
his  claims — The  Lord  ofhojisy  the  Lordjirong  in  haith^ 
%e  is  the  King  vf  glory. 

The  principal  points  which  offer  to  our  confidera- 
tion,  are, 

I.  His  title,  The  hordofhojis, 

II.  His  viflories,  implied  in  the  expreffion,  The 
hordjlrong  and  mighty  in  battle, 

III.  His  mediatorial  title,  'the  King  of  glory, 

IV.  His  authoritative  entrance  into  the  holy  place. 
I    Messiah,  who  hiimbled  himfelf  to  the  death 

'of  the  crofs,  is  the  Lord  of  h^s.  He  is  fo,  if  the 
fcripture  be  true  :  I  attempt  no  other  proof.  This 
is  a  point  not  referred  to  the  difcuffion  of  our  fallen 
reafon,  biit  propofed  by  the  a-uthority  of  God  in  hts 
word,  as  the  foundation  of  our  faith  and  hope.  He 
is  the  hufband  of  the  church,  .and  tK^  hufband  of  the 
church  is  theXiordof  hofts  *.  It  was  the  Lord  of 
holts  whom  Ifaiah  faw,  feated  upon  a  throne,  his 
train  filling  the  temple  f.  The  vifion  filled  him 
with  aftomfhment,  and  he  cried  outj  Woe  is  fw^,  / 
€tm  undone  ;  for  mine  eyes  have  ften  the  herd  ^f  hofts. 
But  the  Apoilk  John  aiTnres  «5,^  that  when  f faiah 
faid  thefe  things,  he  faw  his  glory  and  fpakc  oihim  %. 
-['his  is  the  title  of  God  in  the  Old  Tcftament  5  or, 
as  fomc  chufe  toipeak,  of  the  Supreme  Being.  And 
it  is  afcribed  to  Messiah  in  many  places.  Therefore, 
'if  he  were  not  the  Lord  of  hofts,   the   fcripture 

A  2  would 

•  If.  liv.  $,  f  -Ibid.  Ixi.  3.  %  John  a:ii.4r. 
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-would  be  chargeable  whh  authorifing»  yea  with  en- 
joining idolatry.     But  he  is  the  true  Gid^  and  etirntM 
life  *  y  and  they  who  give  hrm  the  honour  due  to  his 
name,  have  every  thing  to  hope^  and  nothing  to  fear. 
II.  He  is  the  Lordy  Jlrong  and  mighty  in  battle*     It 
was  in  his  human  nature  he  engaged  in  battle  with 
his  enemies  and  outs.    But  the  battle  was  the  Lord's. 
Therefore^  though  he  wod  the  nvine-prefs  alone^  and 
of  the  people  there  *was  none  ivith  him  f ,  his  own  arm 
brought  him  falvation.     He  is  conqueror  of  (in,  Sa- 
tan, and  death.     We  were  under  the  powerof  thefe^ 
therefore,  i^or  our  fakes,  he  engaged  in  conflidt  with 
their  united  force.     He  fought,  he  bled,  he  died^ 
i)ut  in  dying,  he  conquered.     The  (Ircngth  of  fin  is 
the  law ;  this  ftrength  he  fubdued,  by  obeying  the 
precepts  of  the  law,  -and  fuftaining  the  penalty  due 
to  our  tranfgrefTions.    He  deftroyed  death,  and  di£- 
armed  it  of  its  fling.     He  deftroyed  him  that  hath 
the   power  of  death,   Satan.     He   ihook,  he   over- 
turned the  foundations  of  his  kingdom,  broke  open 
his  prifon- doors,  relcafed  his  prifoners,  delivered  tlie 
prey  out  of  the   hand  of  the   mighty,  and  having 
Jpoiled  princ^aliiies   and  powers^    he   mode  a  Jbenv  e/* 
tbeni  openly^  triumphing  over  them  in  it  J,  that  is,  his 
crofs.     The  Apofble  alludes  to  the  manner  of  a  Ro- 
man triumph,  in  which  the  conqueror  was  drawn  in 
a  chariot  of  ft  ate,  attended  by  his  officers  and  fol- 
diers ;  the  principal  jirifoners  followed  in   chains, 
and  all  the  treafures  and  trophies  gained  from  the 
vanquiflied  enemy  were  difplayed  to  adorn  the  pro- 
cefTion.    Thus  Messiah  fubdued  the  ftrength  and 
pclicy  of  the  powers  of  darknefs,  in  the  hour  of  his 
lowelt  humiliation^  when  he  hung  and  expired  upon 
the  crofs,  and  triumphed  over  them,  g4oriouily  lead- 
ing captivity  captive,  when  he  afcended  on  high  |1. 
3^tan,  though  ftill  an  enemy  to  his  church  and  caufe, 
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is  dcfpoiled  of  his  dominion  ;  his  power  is  only  per- 
miflive,  and  in  his  fierceft  aflaults  he  is  limited  hy 
bounds  which  he  cannot  pafs^  by  a  chain  which  he 
cannot  break.  And  all  his  attempts  are  controuled 
and  over-ruled,  to  the  furtherance  of  the  caufe  which 
he  would  fupprefsi  and  to  the  good  of  the  perfons 
whom  he  would  worry  and  deftroy.  They  are  made 
acquainted  with  his  devices,  fumifhcd  with  armour 
fuffipient  to  repel  him  5  and  they  fight  under  encou- 
f  agement  of  a  fure  promife,  that  the  God  of  peace 
Will  fhortiy  and  finally  bruife  Satan  under  their  feet. 
As  Messiah  their  King  has  conquered  for  them,  fo 
diey,  in  due  time,  ihaU  be  made  more  than  conque- 
rors, by  faith  in  his  bloody  and  in  the  word  of  his^ 
icftimony. 

III.  The  title  of  Kivg  of  glorj^  I  underftand  as 
peculiarly  applicable  to  him  in  the  charafter  of  Me- 
diator. The  glory  of  his  divine  nature  it  eflential 
to  him.  But  in  confequence  of  his  obedience  unta 
death,  he  obtained,  in  the  human  nature,  a  name 
that  is  above  eatery  name*.  He  fuflered  as  a  man, 
yea,  as  a  malefactor;  there  was  no  appearance  of' 
glory  in  that  form  of  a  fervant  which  he  aflumed 
for  our  fakes.  Though  without  fin,  he  was  made- 
in  the  likenefis  of  finful  flefth,  fubjefl  to  poverty,  dif- 
grace,  and  death ;  but  the  fame  man  who  was  cru* 
cified,  dead^  and  buried,  received  glory  and  autho- 
rity at  his  refurre£tiony  and  was  highly  exalted  to 
the  adminiftration  of  all  dominion  and  government. 
Perhaps  the  word  glory  is  not  eafily  defined.  We 
conceive  it  as  exprefFing  brightnefs  and  fplendour. 
The  glory  of  Solomon  was  the  combined  eficft  of 
his  wifdom,  power,  and  riches-;  which  diftinguifhed 
him  in  hFs  charafier,  condu£l,  and  appearance,  from- 
other  men.  The  glory  of  the  fun,  is  his  efililgencc 
and  influence.  The  word  glory f  when  applied  to- 
the  bkficd  God,  feems  to  denote  that  mamfeftation' 
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cf  himfelf,  by  which  his  intelligent  creatures  are 
.capable  of  knowing  him  \  for  in  himfelf  he  is  infi- 
nite, inaccefTiblc,  and  incomprehenfiblei  and  dwcU- 
cth  in  that  light  which  no  man,  which  no  creature, 
can  approach  unto  *.  Of  this  manifcftation  there 
are  various  degrees.  His  glory  (hines  in  the  crea- 
tion. Not  only  do  the  heavens  declare  it  by  their 
Immenfity  f,  and  furniib  us  with  an  idea  of  his  un* 
fpeakable  greatnefs,  who  has  fent  forth  ten  thoufand 
worlds,  to  tell  us  that  he  relides  above  them  all  \. 
but  the  fmalleil  of  his  works,  the  grafs  and  flowers 
of  the  field,  and  the  infe£ts  wiiich  creep  upon  the 
ground  j:,  bear  an  imprefnon  of  his  wifdom  and 
goodnefs,  an  inimitable  criterion  of  his  wonder- 
working  hand,  which  fo  far  difplays  his  glory.  Ta 
an  attentive  and  difccming  mind,  his  glory  fhinea  in 
his  providence  \  in  his  preferving  the  world  which 
he  has  made  \  in  fupplying  the  various  wants  of  his 
creatures,  and  particularly  in  his  moral  government 
of  mankind.  Here,  befides  his  wifdom,  power,  and* 
general  goodnefs,  we  difcover  fome  traces  of  his 
chara£ler  as  the  righteous  Judge  of  the  earth.  But 
to  our  limited  capacities  and  views  this  glory  is  ob- 
fcured  by  many  difficulties.  Though  rigkteoufneJT 
and  judgment  are  the  habitatim  cf  kis  throne^  yet  clouds, 
and  darknefs  are  round  about  him  If.  By  his  holy  word, 
his  revealed  will,  we  are  favoured  with  a  ftill  bright-. 
cr  difplay  of  his  glory,  in  the  pcrfeftions  of  holi- 
nefs,  juilice,  truth,  and  mercy,  which  fallen  man 
is  unable  clearly  to  difcover  in  hia  works  of  creation 
and  providence.  But  chiefly  his  Son  is  the  bright^ 
nefs  of  his  glory f  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  per/on  §• 
!No  one  hath  fecn  God  at  any  time,  but  the  only- 
begotten  Son^  who  is  in  the  be/cm  cf  the  Father  f ,  in- 
timately acquainted  with  his  counfcls,  he  hath  decla* 
red  him.     This  was  the  great  dtfign  of  his  advent, 
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to  make  God  known  to  man :  for  as  it  is  life  eternal 
to  know  the  only  true  God  \  fo  he  is  only  to  be 
known  in  and  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  hath  fent  *^ 
and  who  is  the  way  and  the  door,  and  there  is  no 
entrance  to  the  knowledge  of  God  but  by  him.  In 
the  pcrfon  and  work  of  Messiah^  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  Godj  the  brightnefs  and 
harmony  of  all  his  attributes,  is  tranfcendently  re- 
vealed. In  this  fenfe,  he  is  the  Lord,  the  King  of 
glory.  When  we  are  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, to  conceive  of  him-  according  to  the  teftimony 
given  of  him  in  the  fcripture,  we  fee  the  glory  of 
God.  Other  difcoveries  of  it  ar€  iDUt  fcattered  rays 
and  emanations  of  light  \  but  in  Jefus  the  glory  of 
God  refides  in  its  fource  and  fulnefs,  as  light  in  the 
fun.     He  is  therefore  the  King  of  glory. 

f V.  As  the  acknowledged  King  of  glory,  in  the 
nature  of  man,  he  afccndedj  the  cverlafting  gates 
unfolded  wide,  and  he  entered  into  the  holy  place, 
not  made  with  hands,  there  to  appear  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God  for  his  peopFe. 

I .  As  their  Reprefentative.  The  glory  is  properly 
his  own,  the  benefit  redounds  to  his  people.  Sin 
had  exclufded  them  from  the  kingdom  ;  but  he 
claimed  and  took  pofleffion  in  their  name  f .  Hence 
he  is  ftyled  their  forerunner,  becaufe  by  virtue  o£ 
their  relation  to  him,  and  their  intereft  in  him,  they 
fliall  furely  follow  him*  This  is  the  encouragement 
of  believers.  He  is  the  head  of  his  body  the 
church :  and  though  the  church,  while  in  this- 
world,  is  in  a  fufiering  perilous  (late  *,  yet  as  the 
body  of  a  man  is  not  in  danger  of  drowning  while 
his  head  is  out' of  the  water,  fo  our  forerunner  and 
head  being  in  heaven  on  their  behalf,  he  will  affu- 
redly  draw  all  his  living  members  to  himfelf.  VLc 
has  faid,  Becaufe  I  live^  ye  Jhall  live  alfiX,  And  he 
has  (lipulated  for  them,  that  they  (hall,  each  in  his 
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appointed  timCf^^be  with  hiox where  he  is,  to  behold: 
his  glory  *. 

2.  As  their  High-prieft  and  Intercei&n     He  pre- 
^fents  their  perfous.  and  their  prayers  afCAptable  to 

God.  He  bears  the  iniquity  of  their  holyjhings. 
With  this  encouragement,  weak;  and  unworthy  as 
they  are  in  themfelves,  and  though  their  beft  fervi* 
ces  are  polluted,  they  find  a  liberty  of  accefs  \  and 
becaufc  he  ever  liveth,  thus  to  make  interceiSon  for 
all  who  come'  unto  God  by  him  f ,  they  know  that 
he  is  able  to  fave  them  to  the.  uttermoft, 

3.  Though  the  heavens  muft  receivi^  and  contain, 
the  holy  human  nature   till  the   reftitution   of  alls 
things,  he  is  not  unmindful  of  thepi  in  their  pre- 
i$nt  circumftances.     He  is  feated  upon  the  throne 
of  univerfal  dominion,  and  he  exercifes  his  authorl-*. 
ty  and  rule  with  an  efpecial  view  to  their,  welferc. 
While  he  pleads  for  them  on  hjgh,.  by  the  power  of  hi*,. 
Spirit  he  is  prefent  with  them  below.     He  comforts  . 
their  hearts,  enlivens  their  afTemblies,  and  manages, 
their  concerns.  He  is  their  Shepherd,  who  gives  them 
food,  controuls  their  enjenpties,  revives  thcirj  fainting 
fpirits,  and  reftores  their  wanderings  J.     His  ear  is 
open  to  their  prayers,  his  eye  is^upon  them  in  every 
fituation,  apd  his  arm.,firetched  forth  for  their  relief.. 
Therefore,  though  perfecuted,  they  are  not  forfaken ; 
though  caft  down,  th^ey  are  not .  deftroyed.     And  he 
has  promifed  that  he  will  not  leave  them,  until  he 
has  done  all  that  for  them  wJiich  his  word  has.  taught 
them  to  hope  for.;  u.ntil,  he  has  madg  them  vi^o- 
rious  over  all  their  enemies,,  and  pujt  the,  conqueror's., 
fong  in  their  mouths,  and  acrpwn.of  life  upon  theit^ 
heads. 

This  High  and  Holy-  One,  tliis  King  of  glory, 
who  is  feated  on  the  throne  of  heaven,  dwelleth  ad- 
fo  in  the  humble  and  lowly  fpirit.     He  thus  folemn- 
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]j  claims  the  throne  of  the  heart  of  each  of  his 
people,  which  in  a  ftate  of  nature  is  ufurped  by" 
ielf  and  Satan ;  and  he  is  thus  willingly  acknow-- 
ledged  and  admitted  in. the  day  of  hia  power.     Be^- 
hold  i    he  stands  at  the  d^or^   and  knocks  *  ;    and  be- 
caufe  he  is  as  yet  unknown,  he  is  fot  a  while  re-- 
je£);ed-     The  bolts  and  bars  of  prejudice  and  unbe- 
lief withftand  his  entrance;     But  when  he  comes 
on  a  purpofe  of  grace,  he  will  take' na<Jenial.     For 
a  fcafon-he  waits  to  be  gracious.     But  he  has  an  ap- 
pointed hour,  wh^n  he  reveals  his  great  name,  and 
makes  the  foul  fenQble  who  he  is !  Then  the  gates- 
of   brafs  and  bars   of  iron  are  broken  before  him. 
His  grcatnefs^and  his  goodnefs,  what  he  is  in  himfelf,  ^ 
and  what  he  has  done  and  buffered  for  finners,  arc 
motives   which   cannot   be   refifted   whfcn    they  are 
truly  underftood..    Satan^  who,  as   the    ftrong   one 
armed,  longiaboured  ta  hinder  him  from  his^  right- 
iul  'pofTeiTion,  is  himfelf  difpoflefled.     The  foul   la- 
ments its  former  obftinacy,  throws  dowa  its  arms, 
throws  wide  open  its  doors,  and   bids  the  King  of 
glory  welcome.     Then  old  things  pafs  away,  and  all 
things  become  newv    Such  was  the  change  the  poor 
man  experienced,  out  of  whom  J?fus  cafta  legion  of 
evil  fpirits.     At  firft,    if  he  could,  he  would  have 
prevented  his  kind  purpofe  j  he   was  afraid  of  his  » 
deliverer,   and  faid,    l-befeech  thee  - torme^it  me^  not  \.^^ 
How  wretched  was  his  ^ate  then,  miferatble  in  him-  - 
felf,  and  a  terror  to  others  !    Bat  what  a  wonderful-' 
ai»d -happy  alteration,  when  he  fat  quietly  at'  bis  Sa-  - 
viour's  feet,  clothed  and  in  his  right  mind  1  ' 

I  clofe  the  fubjefl  with  the  Apoftle's  inference, -» 
Seeing  then  that  lue  have  Jo  great  n  high  pXMj^%  '^ho  is'- ' 
pqljld  int-e  the  heavens^  Jff^  the- Son  ^  God^  let-  ui  > 
hold  faji  our  proJeJ^n\.,  Let  not  thofe-  who  know - 
him  be  afliamed  of  their  attachment  to  him«     You  • 

A  5^  will  4 

^K«»  iii.  ao,  -  t  Maik v#7,;  •  \  KcK ivri4^ 


x^  The  Afcenfton  cfy  i*fc.  Set.  2& 

will  not  repent  in  a  dying  hour>  that  you  once 
thought  too  highly  of  him^  6r-  expcSed  too  much 
from  him,  or  devoted  yourfelf  with  too  much  ear- 
neftnefs  to  his  fervice.  Nor  yield  to  unbelief  and 
fear.  Though  your  enemies  are  many  and  mighty, 
and  your  trials  great,  greater  is  he  that  is  with  you*. 
If  the  Lord>  the  Lord  of  hods,  the  Lord  ftrong  and : 
mighty  in  battle,  be  for  you,  who  can  be  againft 
you,  fo  as  effe3ually  to  harm  you  ?  Continue  in- 
ftant  in  prayer,  pcrfcverc  in  well- doing.  Our  af- 
cendcd  Lord  will  one  day  return.;  ^^^  ^^^^  they 
wha  have  loved  and  ferved,  and  trufted  him  here^  ^ 
Jbal/  appear  nmth  him: tn. glory.  *. 

Others,  i£  they  can,  mud  prepare  to  meet  him. 
But  alas!  How  fliall  they  ftand  before  him?  Or 
whither,  (hall  they  flee  from  him  whofe  prefence 
filkth  the  heavens  and  the  earth  f.  Have  they  an 
arm  like  God  ?  Or  can  they  thunder  with  a  voice 
like  his?  As  yet  he  is  proclaimed  by  the  gpfpel,  a. 
Saviour,  feated  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  ftretching 
forth  the  golden  fceptre  of  his  love,  and  inviting  fin- 
ners  to  be  reconciled.  Now  is  the  accepted  time. 
Hereafter  he  will  be  feen  upon  a  throne  of  judgment^ , 
to  take  vengeance  of  his.enemies*. 
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Meffiah  the  Son  of  God. 
Hebrews  L  5.  - 

Fer  unto  which  of  the  angels  /aid  he  at  ai y  time^  Thou 
art  my  Son^  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee. 

THOUGH  every  part  of  a  revelation  from  God 
muft  of  courfe  be  equally  true,  there  may  be* 
a  confiderable  difference  even  among  truths  propofed 
by  the  fame  authority,  with  refpe£t  to  their  immedi- 
ate importance.  There  are  fundamental  truths,  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  eiTentially  necclTary  to  our 
peace  and  holinefs :  and  there  are  others  of  a  fecoii'- 
dary  nature,  which,  though  very  ufefut  in  their  pro- 
per connedlion,  and  though  the  right  apprehenfion 
of  them  is  greatly  conducive  to  the  comfort  and  efta- 
bli{l\ment  of  a  believer,  are  not  fo  neceiTary,  but^ 
that  he  may  be  a  true  believer  before  he  clearly  un* 
derflands  them.  Thus  our  Lord  pronounced  Peter 
BlefTed  *,  for  liis  acknowledgment  of  a  truth,  which  ^ 
had  been  revealed  to  him,  not  by  flelh  and  blood, 
but  from  above,  though  he  was  at^  that  time  very 
deficient  in  do£lrinal  knowledge.  It  is  not  eafy  to  ^ 
draw  the  line  here,  and  precifely  to  diftinguifli  be- 
tween fundamental  and  fecondaty  truths  ^.  yet  fome 
attention  to  this  didinilion  is.  expedient  j  and  the 
want  of  fuch  attention  has  greatly  contributed  to 
foment  and  embitter  controverfics  in  the  church  of 
Chrift  'y  while  fallible  men,  from  a  mifiaken  zeal  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  have  laboured 
to  enforce  tf//  their  religious  fentiments  with,  an  e- 
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qual  and  indifcriminate  vehemence.  It  is  evident^, 
that  the  truths  effeiitial  to  the  very  being  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  muft  be  known  and  experienced  by  all,  of  eve- 
ry nation,  people,  and  language,  who  are<  taught  of. 
God  * ;  for  they,  and  they  only,  are  Chriftians  in- 
deed, virho  ai;e  th,us  taught.  And  therefore  it  feems- 
to  follow,  that  no  dodrine,  however  true  in  itfelf, 
which  huInble^  and  fpiritual  peffons,  who  ftudy  the 
fcripture  with  prayer j  and  reaMy  depend  upon  di- 
vine  teaching,  are  x>pt  agreed  in,,  can  be  ftrift^y 
fundamental.  Acd  perhaps  the  chief  part  of  the 
apparent  diverfity  of '  theh^  fentiments  does  not  fo  . 
often  reipe£l  the  truth  itfelf,  as  the  different  accep- 
tation they  put  upon  the  words  and  phrafes  by  which 
they  endeavour  to.cxprefe  their  meaping  to. each  o- 
ther.. 

However,    if  there  be  any  do£trine  fundamental,^  . 
ard  neccffary  to  be  rightly  underflood,  what  the  fcrip- 
ture teaches  concerning  the.perfon  of  Messiah  the 
Redeemer,    muft  be   eminently  fo,     Miftakes  upo» 
this  point  muft  neccffarily  be  dangerous.     It  cannot 
be  a  queftion  of  mere  (peculation,  whether  the  Sa- 
viour be  God  or  a  creature ;.  he  muft  either  be  the  one 
or  the  other  :.:and  the  whole  frame  of  our  religion  is  > 
unavoidably  dependent  upon  the  judgment  we  fornji  ^ 
of  him.     If  he  be  a  man  only,  or  if  he  b^  an  an- . 
gel,  though  of  the  higheft    order,  and  pofTeffed  of 
e^KellencJes  peculiar  to  himfelf ;  ftill,  upon  the  fup- 
pofitioii  that  he  is  but  a  creatui^,  he  mufl  be  infi- 
Bitely  inferior  to  his' Maker,  in  comparifgn  of  whofe 
immenfity  the   difference   between  an  aqg^l  and   a.., 
vj^pr-m  ia  aiinihilated.     Then  all  they  who  pay  divine 
worfliip  to  Jcfus,  who  love  him  above  all;  trull  him 
with  all  thtir  concerns  for  time  and  eternity,,  and  ad- 
drefs  him  in  the  language  of  Thorna.s^  My  Lord^  and. 
my  God\y   ar€   involved    in  the   grofs   and  heinous  , 
cj;ime  of  idolatry,  by  afcrihing  to  him  that  glory  . 
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which  the  great  God  has  dtf  claped  ke  iviU  noi  give  ia . 
miQther  *.  On  the  cpntrary,  if  he  be  God  over  all 
bleffed  for  ever,  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hoft&,  then 
they  who  refufe  him  the  honour  due  unto  hi^  name> 
luorpnp  they  know  not  what  \*  For  there  is  but  one 
God  •,  and,  according  to  this  plan,  they  who  know 
him  not  in  Ghriftx  know  him  not  at  all,  but  are  ixjith^ 
9ut  Godwin  the  world X*  The  judgment  we. form  of  the 
Saviour  demonftrates  likewife  hpw  f^r  we  know  our- 
felves.  For  it  may  be  fairly  prcfumed,  that  they 
who  think  a  creature  capable  of  making  atonement 
for  their  fins,  or  of  fuftaining  the  ofike  of  fhepherd 
and  biftiop  of  theif  fouls,  have  too  flight  thoughts 
both  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  of  the^  weakiiefs  aiui 
wickednefs  of  the  human  heart. 

We  afcribe  itr  therefore  to  the  wifdom  and  gopd- 
nefs  of  Gpd,^  that  a  dpftrine  fo  important,  the  very 
pillar  and  ground  of  truth,  is  not  afferted  once,  or  in 
a  few  places  of  fcripture  onljt.     If  does  not.  depend 
upon  texjs  which  require  a.niceflfill  in  criticifm,  oj? 
a  collatipn  of   ancient  manufcripts,    to   fettle   their 
fenfe  ;  but,  lijce.tlie  blood  in  the  animal  economy,  it 
pervades  and  enlTvens  the  whole  fyftem  of  revelation. 
'Hie  book$.  of  Mofes,  the  Pfialms,^  and  the  Pjrophets,  , 
all  teftify  of  JHimt  whp  was  ftykd  thaSon  of  Gpd , 
in  fo  peculiar  a  fenfe,  that  the  apoftle^Jn  this  paf- 
fage,  confiders  it  as  a  fufficicnt  proof  that  he  is  by . 
nature  fuperior  -to  all  creatures..    Th§  form  of  the 
queftibn  implies  the  ftr^ngeft  aflertion  of  this  fupe- 
riprity  •>  as  if  he  had  laid,  Conceive  of  the  higheft  . 
and  moft  exalted  of  the  angels,  it  would  be  abfurtf 
to  fuppofe  that  God  would  fay  to  hina^  Thoiiart  my 
Son  J  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee. 

The  verfe  .contains  three  terms  which^  require  ex- 
phination.  My  Son-^-Begctten-r'Thlsday,  But  who  is 
fii.fficient  for  thefe  things  ?. .  If  I  attempt  to  explain 
themj  I  *wifti .  to:  fpeak  with,  a  caption  and  modeft y 
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becoming  the  fenfc  1  ought  to  have  of  my  own  weak- 
nefsi  and  to  keep  upon  fafe  ground  ;  left,  inftead  of" 
elucidating  fo  ftiblime  a  i\ibje£):,  I  fhould  darken 
counfel  by  words  without  knowledge.  And  I  know 
of  no  fafe  ground  to  go  upon  in  thefe  enquiries^  but 
the  fure  teftimony  of  fcripture.  It  would  be  to  the 
kft  degree  improper  to  indulge  flights  of  imagina- 
tion, or  a  foirit  of  curiofity  or  conjefture  upon  this 
occafion.  Thefe  are  the  deep  things  of  God,  in 
which,  if  we  have  not  the  guidance  of  his  word  and 
Spirit,  we  (hall  certainly  bewilder  ourfclves.  Not 
would  I  fpeak  in  a  pofitive  dogmatizing  (train;  at 
the  fame  time  I  truft  the  fcripture  will  afford  light 
fufficient  to  preserve  us  from  a  cold  and  comfortlefe 
uncertainty* 

The  gracious  defign  of  God  in  affording  us  his  ho^ 
ly  fcripture,  is  to  make  ui  wife  unfo^  fahation  *.  His 
manner  of  teaching  is  thisrefore  accommodated  to 
our  circumftanccs.  He  inftrudts  us  in  heavenly 
things  by  earthly.  And  to  engage  our  confidence,  to 
excite  our  gratitude,  to  animate  us  to  our  duty  by 
the  moft  affe£ling'  motives ;  and  that  the  reverence 
we  owe  to  his  great  and  glorious  Majefty,  as  our 
Creator  and  Legiflator,  may  be  combined  with  love 
and  cheerful  dependence  5  he  is  pleafed  to  reveal 
timfelf  by  thofe  name^-which  exprefs  the  neareft  re- 
lation and  endearment  amongft  ourfelves.  Thus  he 
condefcends  to  ftyle  himfelf  the  Father,  the  Huf- 
band,  and  the  Friend  of  his  people.  But  though 
in  this  way  we  are  affifted  in  forming  our  concep- 
tions of  his  love,  compaffion,  and  faithfulnefs,  it  is 
obvious  that  thefe  names,  when  applied  to  him,  muft 
he  underftood  in  a  fenfe  agreeable  to  the  perfeftions 
of  his  nature,  and  in  many  refpefls  different  from 
the  meaning  they  bear  amongft  men.  And  thus, 
when  we  are  informed  that  God  has  a  Son,  an  only 
Son^.  9n  only  begotten  Son,  it  is  our  part  to  receive 
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his  teftimony,  to  admire  and  adore  :  and  for  an  ex^ 
planation  adapted  to  our  profit  and  comfort,  we  are 
to  confult,  not  our  own  preconceived  ideas,  but  the 
further  declarations  of  his  word,  comparing  fpiritual 
things  with  fpiritual,  attending  with  the  fimplicity  of 
children  to  his  inftrudions,  and  avoiding,  as  mucjfi  as 
pofTible,  thofe  vain  reafoningSj  upon  points  above 
our  comprehenfion,  which,  though  flattering  to  the 
pjride  of  our  hearts,  are  fure  to  indifpofe  us  fortlwj 
reception  of  divine  truth.  A  diftin£iion  in  the  di« 
vine  nature,  inconceivable  by  us,  but  plainly  reveal- 
ed in  terms,  muft  be  admitted,  upon  the  teilimony 
and  authority  of  him,  who  alone  can  inftruS  us  ia 
what  we  are  concerned  to  know  of  his  adorable  ef- 
ftnce.  Thire  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaveny  the. 
Father^  the  Wordy  and  the  Holy  Ghofty  and  thefe  three 
are  one  *.  To  each  of  thefe  three  the  pcrfe£tions-of  \ 
Deity  are  attributed  and.  afcribed  in. various  parts  of 
£E:ripture*  Each  of  them  therefore  is  God  }.  and  yet 
we  are  fure,  both  fi:om  fcrjpture  and  reafon,  there, 
is,  there  can  be  but  one  God.  Thus  far  we  can  go 
fafely  \  and  that  we  can  go  no  farther,,  that  our 
thoughts  are  loft  and  overwhelmed,  if  we  attempt  to 
reprefent  to  ourfelves  how  or .  in  what  manner  three 
are  oiie,  and  one  are  three,  may  be  eafily  accounted 
for,  if  anyjuft  reafon  can,  be  given,  why  a  worm 
cannot  comprehend  infinity.  Let  us  firft,  if  we  cail, 
account  for  the  nature,  eflence,  and  properties  of  the- 
things  with  which,,  as  to  their  cfiis£ls,  we  are  fami-^ 
liarly  .ac4|uainted^  Let  us  explain  the  growth  of  a 
blade  of  grafs,  or  the  virtues  of  the  loadftonc.  Till 
we  are  able  to  do  this,,  it  becomes  us  to  lay  our  hands 
upon  our  mouths,  and  our  mouths  in  the  duft.  Far 
from  attempting  to  explain  the  do£trine  of  the  Tri- 
nity  to  my  hearersi  I  rather  wifli  to  kave  an  im- 
greflion  upon  your  minds,  that  it  is  to  us  (and  per- 
lia|gs  to  die  bi^heft  created,  inteliigences)  incompre«v 
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henfible.  But  if  it  be  contained  in  the  fcripture^ 
(which  I  mttfl  leave  to  your  own  confcienees  to  de-^ 
terming  in  the  fight  of  God),  it  is  lher«by  fufficient-» 
ly  proved,  and  humble  faith  requires  no-  other  proof- 

Allow  me  to  confirm  my  own  fentiments,,  by  an; 
obfervation  of  a  celebrated  French  writer*  to  thc- 
following.  purport :. — "  The .  whole  difference,,  with 
refpeft  to  this  fnbjeft,  between,  the  common  people^ 
and  the  learned  doftors,  is — that  while  they,  ate  botlv 
equally  ignorant,  the  ignorance  of  the  people  is  mo-^ 
deft  and  ingenuous,  and  they  do  not  bliifh  for  bein^^ 
unable  to  fee  what  God  has  thought  fit  to  conceaL. 
Whereas  the  ignorance  of  their  teachers  is  proud  and: 
affefted  v  they  have  recourfe  to  feholaftic  diftinc- 
tions,  and  abftra£t  reafonings,  that  they  may  not  bc^ 
thought  upon  a  level  with  the  vulgar/* 

The  form  of  baptifm  prefcribed  by  our  Lord  forv* 
the  ufe  of.  his  church,  is.  thus- expreffed,  Baptiftng 
ihem  in  the  name  of  the  JFatheKy  and  of  the  Son,  and  of: 
the  Holy  Ghofl  •\,  .  It  is  evident,  by  con^aring  this^- 
fcntence  witK  that  which  I  before  recited  from^  the 
Epiftle  of  John,.,  that  the  "Word. and  the  Son  are  fy-. 
nonymous  terms,  cxpreflive  of  the  fame  charafter. 
They  are  both  the  titles  of  Messiah.     Of>  him  Jahn.- 
^oke,    when-  he.,  faid,.  The   Word  luas  tuade  fe/by^. 
and  dnvelt  among  r/j;    and  of  him  God'  the  Father 
faid,  Thou,  art  my  Son^  this  day  have  I. begotten  thee^ 
Had  God  fpoken  thus  to  an  angel,  it  would  have 
been  in  effefl  faying,  Thou  art  the  Word,  which  in  . 
the  beginning  was  with  God,,  and  was  God,  by  whom 
all  things  were  made.    But  to  which  of  all  the  angels  . 
would  the  great  God  ufe  language  like  this?  . 

Our  Loid,  in,his  conference  with  Nicodemus,  was/  - 
pleafed  to  fay,   God  fo  loved  the,  ivorld^  that  he  gavei  • 
his  only  begottm  .Son,^  &c.  Ij.*     It  ;was  undoubtedly  his? 
defign,  by  this  expreffion,  to  give  to  Nicodemus,  and- 
to  us^  tli^.higheft  ideapoflible  of  the  love  of  God.  to... 

fmuers*-^.. 
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finners^  He  fo  loved  the  world,  beyond  defcription 
dV  comparifon,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son.— » 
Surely  dien  the  gift  fpoken  of  muil  not  be  limited  to 
fignify  the  human  nature  only.  This  waft  not  all  that 
he  gave.  The  human  nature  was  the  medium  of  the 
a^is  and  fufferingsof  Messiah  \  but  he  who  afTumed 
it  was  the  Word,  who  was  before  all,  and  by  whom 
all  things  were  made.  It  is  true  the  human  nature 
was  given,  fupernaturally  formed  by  divine  power, 
and  born  of  a  virgin^  But  he  who  was  in  the  begin- 
ning God  with  God,  was  given  to  appear,  obey,  and 
fufier,  in  the  nature  of  man,  for  us  andfor  our  fal- 
Tation.  And  to  him  are  afcribed  the  perfeflions  and 
attributes  of  Deity ;  of  which  the  higheft  angels  are 
BO  more  capable,  than  the  worms  wluch  creep  upoa. 
the  earth. 

L  cannot,  therefore,  fuppofe,  diat  the  title  of  Son 
of  God  is  merely  a  title  of  office,  or  belonging  only 
to  the  nature  which  he  affumed  y  but  that  Messiah: 
is  the  Son  of  God,  as  he  is  God  and  man  in  one  per* 
fon.  If  the  forming  a  perfeft  and  fpotlefs  man,  lihe 
Adam  when  he  was  firft  created,  could  have  eIRsded 
our  falvation,  it  would  have  been  a  great  and  unde- 
ferved  mercy  to  have  vouchfafeitbe  giftj  but  I  think 
it  would  not  have  required  fuch  very  ilrong  language 
as  the  fcripture  ufes  in  defcribing  the  gift  of  the  Son 
of  God.  The  God-man,  the  whole  perfon  of  Chrlft, 
was  fent,  came  forth  from  the  Father/  The  man- 
hood was  the  offering;  but  the  Word  of  God,  pof- 
feffed  of  the  pcrfcftions  of  Deity,  was  the  altar  ne- 
ceflary  to  landify  the  gift,.,  and  to  glvx  a  value  and 
efficacy  to  the  atonement. 

The  term  heQitUn,  expreffes  with  us  die  ground 
of  relation  between  father  and  fon,  and  upon  which 
an  only  fon  is  the  heir  of  a  father.  Lfecl  and  con- 
fefs  myfelf  at  a  lofs  here,  I  might  take  up  your  time, 
and  perhaps  conceal  my  own  ignorance,  by  borrow- 
iog^frpm.the  writings  of  wifer  and  better  men  than. 
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myfelf,  a  detail  of  what  have  been  generally  reputed 
the  more  prevailing  orthodox  fentiments  on  this  fub- 
je£l.  But  I  dare  not  go  beyond  my  own  ideas.  I 
ihall  not,  therefore,  attempt  to  explain  the  phrafe,. 
eternal  generatiot^^  becaufe  I  muft  acknowledge  that 
I  do  not  clearly  underftand  it  myfelf.  Long  before 
time  began,  the  purpofe  of  conftituting  the  Mediator 
between  God  and  (inners  was  eftablilhed  in  the  divine 
counfels.  With  reference  to  this,  he  himfelf  fpeafcs, 
in  the  charadler  of  the  Wifdom  of  God.  The  Lord 
pojjejfed  me  m  the  beginning  of  his  way^  before  his 
works  of  old.  I  was  ft  up  from  everlmflingy  from  the 
beginnings  or  ever  the  earth  was*  Then  I  was  by.  him, 
as  one  brought  up  with  him^  rejoicing  alixrays  before- 
him ;  rejoicing  in  the  habitmble  parts  of  the  earthy  and 
my  delights  wtrt  among  thefons  of  men  *.  If  the  Word, 
of  God  had  not  engaged,  according  to  an  everl%ft- 
kig  and  fure  covenant,  to  afiume  our  nature,  and 
to  accomplifh  our  falvation,  before  the  earth  was 
formed^  he  would  not  have  appeared  afterwards ;.  for. 
we  cannot  with  reafon  conceive  of  any  new  determi^ 
nations  ariiing  in  the  mind  of  the  infinite  God,  to 
whom  what  we  call  the  paft  and  the  future  are  equal- 
ly prefent.  In  this  &nfe,  (if  the  expreflion  be  proper 
to  convey  fuch  a  fenfe),  I  can  conceive  that  he  was 
the  begotten  Son  of  God  from  eternity  •,  that  is,  fet 
up  and  appointed  from  eternity  for  the  ofEce,  nature,. 
and  work,  by  which,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  he  was 
manifefted  to  men.  But  if  the  terms,  begotten^  or 
eternjl  generation^  be  ufed  ta  denote  the  manner  of 
his  eternal  exigence  in  Deity,  I  muil  be  filent.  I 
believe  him  to  be  the  eternal^  Son ;  I  believe  him.  to 
be  the  eternal  God ;  and  I  wiih  not  to  exercife  my 
tiioughts  and  enquiries  more  than  is  needful,  in  things 
which  are  too  high  for  me. 

The  fcripture,  in  different  places,  evidently  applies 
the  purport  of  this  phrafe,.  /  have  begotten  thee^  to- 
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tranfaftions  which  took  place  m  time,  This  day^  and 
particularly  to  two  principal^  events. 

I.  His  incarnation.  Thus  the  angel  to  Mary, 
The  Holy  Ghofijball  come  upon  thee^  and  the  power  of 
the  Highefljhall  overfhadow  thee  *  ;  therefore  alfo  the 
holy  tlung  which  Ihall  be  born  of  thee,  (hall  be  called 
the  Son  of  God.  So  the  Apoftle,  In  the  fulnefi  of 
time  Godfent  forth  his  Son  made  (f-  a-  woman  f .  And 
in  the  paffage  we  are  next  to  confidcr,  When  he  bring' 
eth  hisfrfi  begotten  into  the  world,  he  faith,  and  let  all 
the  angels  of  God  worfhip  him^ 

2.  His  refurreftion.  To  this  purpofe  our  text  is 
quoted  from  the  fecond  Pfalm.  'Ihe  promife  which 
was  made  unto  the  fathers,  God  hath  fulfilled  the  fame 
U  the  children,  in  that  he  hath  raifed  up  Jfus  again  J^/ 
as  it  13  alfo  written  in  the  fecond  Pfalm,  Thou  art  my 
S^,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thie.  And  in  another 
place  he  teaches  us,  that  he  who  was  of  the  feed  tf 
David,  according  to  the  fifh,  was  declared  to  be  the 
Son  of  God  with  power ^  according  to  the  Spirit  of  Ac- 
linefs,  by  the  refur  region  from  the  dead  [[. 

After  all,  1  would  remind  you,  that  the  beft  know- 
ledge of  the  doftrine  of  the  pcrfon  of  Chrift,  that 
which  affords  life  and  comfort  to  the  foul,  is  to  be 
obtained,  not  fo  much  by  enquiry  and  ftudy  on  our 
part,  as  by  a  gracious  manifeftation  on  his  part. 
Prayer,  attention  to  the  great  Teacher,,  a  humble 
perufa)  of  the  fcripture,  and  a  courfe  of  fimple  obe- 
dience to  his  known  will,  are  the  methods  which  he- 
has  prefcxibed  for  our  growth  in  grace,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of.  himfelf.  Thus  even  babes  are  mradc 
wife  J  while  they  who  are  wife  and  prudent  in  their 
own  fight,  the  more  they  endeavour  to  inveftigatc 
and  afcertain  the  fenfe  of  fcripture,  are  frequently 
involved  more  and  more  in  perplexity.  He  has  given 
a  promife  and  direftion,  for  the.  encouragement  of 
Aofe  who  finccrely  feek  him.     He  that  hath  my  com-^ 
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mandments  affdkeepeth  tiem,  he  it  is  that  hveih  me  /  and 
he  that  loveth  mejhall  he  loved  of  my  Father ^  and  I  will 
kve  himt  and  tuii/manifefi  myfelfunto  him  *. 

This  18  he  with  whoifi  wc  have  to  do.  In  and  by 
this  Son  of  his  love,  we  have  accefs  by  faith  unto 
God.  Unworthy  and  helplefs  in  ourfelves,  from 
hence  we  derive  our  plea ;  here  we  find  a  refuge ;. 
and  on  this  we  reft,  and  build  our  hope,  that  God 
hath  given  us  eternal  life^  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son  ^, 
who  is  fo  much  better  than  the  angelsy  as  he  hath  by  it9^ 
hiritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than  they  -{-^ 
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Meffiah  worfliipped  by  Angels. 

Let  all  the  atigeh  of  God  nvor^ip  him* 

AISTY  of  the  Lord*s  tfue  fervants  have  been 
in  a  fitUation  fo  nearly  (imilar  to  that  of 
y  that  like  him  they  have  been  tempted  to 
think  ihey  were  left  to  fervc  him  alone.  But  God 
had  then  a  faithful  people,  and  he  has  fo  in  every  age. 
The  preaching  of  the  gofpel  may  be  compared  to  a 
ffendard  eie^ed,  to  which  they  repair,  and  thereby 
beconie  known  to  each  other,  and  mote  expofed  to 
the  notice  and  obfcfvation  of  the  world.  But  we 
l)ope  there  are  always  many,  who  are  enlightened  by 
his  word  and  Holy  Spirit,  and  training  up  in  the  life 
of  faith  and  holincfs,  known  and  dear  to  God,  though 
they  hav6  little  advantage  from  public  ordinances,  and 
perhaps  no  opportunity  of  converting  with  thofe  who 
are  like-minded  with  themfelves.  But  even  thougb 
the  number  of  thofe  who  vifibly  prefefs  the  gbfpcl  of 
the  grace  of  God  were  much  fmaller  than  it  is,  we 
need  not  be  diflieartened.  If  our  fight  could  pierce 
into  the  invifible  world,  we  ihould  be  fatisfied  that 
there  are  more  with  us  than  againft  4is  f •  And  fuch 
a  power  b  attributed  to  faith.  It  is  the  evidence  of 
things  not  (jeen  |,  becaufe  it  receives  the  teftimony 
of  fcripture,  and  reds  upon  it,  as  a  certainty,  and  a 
demonftration  \  requiring  no  other  proof,  either  of 
dof^rines  or  faf^s,  than  that  they  are  contained  in  the 
fure  word  of  God.    True  Chriftians  therefore  are 

comforted 
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comforted  by  the  aiTurance  they  have  that  their  Sa- 
Viour,  the  Lord  of  their  hearts,  is  not  fo  negleded 
and  defpifed,  nor  his  chara£^er  fo  mifunderflood  and 
mifreprefetited  in  yonder  land  of  light,  as  in  this  dark 
and  degenerate  world.  Though  too  many  here,  like 
Feftus,  treat  it  as  a  matter  of  great  indifference,  whe- 
ther Jefus  be  dead  or  alive  *  j  and  a&  them  with  a 
taunt,  What  is  your  Beloved  more  than  another  be- 
loved ?  they  are  not  aihamed,  for  they  know  whom 
they  have  believed  ;  and  if  men  will  not  join  with 
them  in  admiring  and  praifing  him,  they  are  fure  that 
they  have  the  concurrence  of  far  fuperior  beings.  By 
faith  they  behold  him  feated  upon  a  throne  of  glory, 
adored  by  all  holy  and  happy  intelligent  creatures, 
-U'hether  angels,  principalities,  powers,  or  dominions. 
And  when  he  was  upon  earth,  in  a  "ft  ate  of  humilia- 
tion, though  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men,  he  wa3 
feen  and  acknowledged  by  angels.  Their  warrant 
and  ours  "is  the  fame.  He  is  propofed  to  us  as  the 
objeft  of  our  fupreme  love  and  dependence ;  and  as 
we  are  enjoined  to  kifs  the  Son  and  to  pay  him  ho»- 
mage,  fo  when  God  brought  him  into  the  world,  he 
faid,  Let  ail  the  angels  of  God  nvor/bip  him. 

Though  the  bringing  Messiah,  the  Jirfl  or  cnly 
hegotten^  into  the  world*  may,  as  1  have  oblerved  al- 
ready, be  applied  to  his  incarnation,  or  to  his  refur- 
Te£l:ion,  I  apprehend  it  rather  dtfigns  the  whole  of 
his  exhibition  in  the  flcfli.  At  his  afoenfion,  having 
finiftied  the  work  appointed  fop  him  to  do,  he  was 
folemnly  inverted  with  authority  and  glory,  and  fat 
down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high.  But 
in  his  foweft,  no  lefs  than  in  his  exalted  ftate,  the 
dignity  of  his  divine  perfon  is  the  fame,  yefterday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever.  He  was  always  the  proper  ob- 
je£t  of  worfhip.  It  was  agreeable  to  right,  and  to 
the  nature  of  things,  and  a  command  worthy  of  God, 
that  all  the  angels  of  God  fhould  worfliip  him. 

The 
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The  holy  angels*  that  excel  in  ftrongth  *,  always 
do  his  commandments,  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his 
word.    We  might   be  certain   therefore,  that  this 
higheft  and  moft  comprehenfive  command  a  creature 
is  capable  of  receiving  from  his  Creator,  is  fulfilled 
by  them,  even  if  we  had  no  exprefs  information  of 
the  fa£l:.     But  we  have  repeated  aflurances  to  this 
purpofe.     Thus  Ifaiah,  when  he  faw  his  glory  and 
fpake  of  him,  fa^v  the  feraphim  Jianding  /  each  one  had 
Jix  wings ;  ivith  twain  he  covered  his  faee^  and  with 
twain  he  covered  his  feet^  aud  with  twain  he  did  flf^ 
And  one  cried  unto  another^  fiy^^gt  Holyy  hely^  holy^  is 
the  Lord  ofhojls^  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory  f. 
I  fee  not  how  the  force  of  the  argument  arifing  from 
this  paflage,  to  prove  that  Messiah  is  the  proper  ob- 
je£b  of  the  moil  folemn  adoration   which  creatures 
can  ofFer  to  the  Moft  High,  can  be  evaded  \  unlefs 
any  were  hardy  enough  to  aflert,  either  that  the  pro* 
phet  was  himfelf  impofed  upon,  or  has  impofed  upon 
us,  by  a  falfe  vifion  •,  or  elfe,  that  the  Apoftle  John  4: 
was  Yniftaken  when  he  applied  this  reprefentation  to 
Jefus  Chrift.     But  the  apoflle  like  wife  had  a  vifion 
to  the  fame  effefl: ;  in  'which,  while  his  people  re- 
deemed from  the  earth  by  his  blood  caft  their  crowns 
^t  his  feet,  the  angeis  were  alfo  reprefented  as  join- 
ing in  the  chorus  of  their  praifes,  faying  with  a  loud 
voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that^was Jlain^to  receive  power ^ 
-and  richesy  and  wifdom^  and  Jlr-engthy  and  honour ^  and 
gloryy    and  blejfing  ||.     lu  brief,    he  is  the  Lord  of 
angels.     The  heavenly  hoft  waited  upon  him,  and 
-fung  his  praifes  at  his  birth.     Angels  miniftered  un- 
to him  in  the  wrldernefs$.     And  they  are  fo  entire- 
ly his  fervants,  that,  at  his  command,  they  are  fent 
forth  to  miniiter  unto,  and  to  attend  upon  his  believ- 
ing people.     Are  they  mt  all  miniflering  ^KurwfyiTLOL 
worihipping]y/iri//i[,  adoring  the  divine  Majefty,  yet 
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J§nt  forth  U  Tttinifter  j^«c  Jiaxofiour  to  the  fcrvice]  f§ 
tie  heirs  rf  faJwOim.  He  is  likewife  the  head  of 
angelsi  though  they  are  not  in  the  fame  near  rela* 
tion  to  him  as  the  ^nners  iRrfaom  he  has  redeemed 
^ith  his  blood  j  for  he  took  on  him  their  nature* 
There  was  no  redemption  appointed  for  the  angels 
who  kept  not  their  firft  habitation.  Bat  the  confir- 
mation of  thofe  who  continue  in  holinefs  and  hap- 
pinefSf  is  in  and  through  him.  F&r  aU  things  hoth 
which  are  in  heaven^  and  which  ate  on  earthy  ar^ 
.gathered  together  in  en*  |^arax€f  ax&iw<raor9A/,  reduced 
under  one  head  into  one  body]  in  him  *.  And  they 
are  therefore  fly  led,  in  contradiftinQion  from  the 
others,  The  ele^  angels  f.  He  is  their  life,  and 
fttengthy  and  joy,  as  he  is  durs,  though  they  cannot 
fing  the  whole  fong  of  his  people.  It  is  appropriate 
to  the  faved  from  amongft  men  to  fay,  This  God 
(hines  glorious  in  our  nature,  he  loved  us,  and  gave 
himfelf  for  us. 

Here  then,  as  1  have  intimated,  iis  a  pattern  and 
encouragement  for  us.  The  angels,  the  whole  hoft 
of  heaven,  wotOiip  him.  He  is  Lord  of  all.  We  in 
this  diftant  world  have  heard  the  report  of  his  glory, 
have  felt  our  need  of  fuch  a  Saviour,  i^ind  are,  in  fome 
degree,  witnefles  and  proofs  of  his  ability  and  will^ 
ingneft  to  fave.  He  lived,  he  died,  he  arofe,  he  reigns 
for  us.  Therefore  humbly  depending  upon  his  pro- 
mifed  grace,  without  which  we  can  do  nothing,  we 
jjre  rcfolved,  that  whatever  others  do,  we  muft,  wft 
will  worihip  him,  with  the  utmoft  powers  of  our  fouls. 
It  is  our  determination  and  our  choice,  not  only  to 
praife  and  honour  htm  with  our  lips,  but  to  devote 
Ourfelves  to  his  fervice,  to  yield  ourfelves  to  his  diC< 
pofal,  to  entrufl:  our  all  to  his  care,  and  to  place  our 
whole  happinefs  in  his  favour.  I  hope,  in  fpeaking 
tihus;  I  i^eak  the  language  of -many  of  your  hearts. 

Some 
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Some  refle£bions  caCIjr  oS^r  from  this  fubjediVtith 
which  I  (hall  clofe  it. 

I.  They  who  love  him,  may  rejoice  in  the  thoughts 
of  his  glory.  They  have  deeply  fympathized  with 
him^  when  reading  the  blllory  of  his  humiliation 
and  paffion.  It  has  not  been  a  light  concern  to  thern^ 
that  he  endured  agonies,  that  he  was  reje£led»  revi- 
led, fcourged,  and  flain.  He  who  fufiered  thefe 
things  was  their  bed  friend,  their  beloved  Lord,  and 
he  fuffered  for  their  fakes.  In  the  glafs  of  his  word* 
and  by  the  light  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  he  has  been  fet 
forth  as  crucified  before  their  eycaj  ^nd  they  have 
been  crucified  with  him,  and  have  had  fellowfhip 
with  him  in  his  death.  From  hence  they  derive 
their  indignation  againft  fin,  and  their  indifference  to 
the  world,  which  treated  him  thus.  But  now  he  is 
iio  more  a  man  of  forrows;  his  head,  which  was 
once  crowned  with  thorns,  is  now  crowned  with 
^lory;  his  face,  which  was  defiled  with  fpittle,  (hines 
like  the  fun;  his  hands,  which  were  manacled,  wield 
the  fceptre  oi  univerfal  government  \  and,  inftead  of 
being  furrounded  by  infulting  men,  he  is  now  encir- 
cled by  adoring  angels.  Therefore  they  rejoice  with 
Joy  unfpeakable^  eicpe£ling  foon  to  fee  him  as  he  is, 
and  to  be  wkh  him  for  ever,  according  to  the  gra* 
4:ious  promifes  he  has  made  them,  and  the  tenor  of 
his  prevailing  intcrceflion  for  them. 

2.  What  an  honour  does  his  exaltation  and  glory 
refleft  upon  his  faithful  followers  ?  The  world  that 
jrejefled  him  pays  little  regard  to  them;  they  are 
ilighted,  or  fcorned,  or  pitied,  aiid,  in  proportion  as 
they  manlfeft  his  fpirit,  experience  a  degree  of  the 
treatment  which  he  met  with ;  they  are  accounted 
vifionaries  or  hypocrites;  many  of  them  are  great 
fufierers ;  and  few  of  them,  comparatively,  are  di- 
ilinguiihed  among  men  by  alnlities,  influence,  or 
wealth  ;  they  are  pilgrims  and  ftrangers  upon  earth  ; 
yet  this  God  is  their  God.    He  who  id  worlhipped 
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by  angeU  is  not  afhamed  tp  call  them  brethren  *. 
Tlwey  ate  nearly  related  to  him  who  fitteth  upon  the 
throne ;  and  he  is  pleafed  to  account  them  his  por- 
tion, and  his  jewels.     It  doth  not  yet  appear  what 
they  (hall  be;   but    the  day  is  coming  when  their 
mourning  (hall  be  ended,  their  charafters  vindicated, 
and  they  (hall  ihine  like  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of 
their  Lord.     They  ftiall  (land  before  him  with  confi- 
dence, and  not  be  afhamed  when  he  appears.     Then 
{hall    the  difference  between  the  righteous  and  the 
Mricked  be  clearly  dlfcefned.     In  that  day  the  righte* 
ous  (hall  fay>  Lof  this  is  our  Gody  nve  have  waited  for 
bifrtj  and  be  nvill  fave  us  :  this  is  the  Lord,  ive  have 
waited  for  him,  we  wiil  he  glad  a  fid  rejoice  in  his,  faU 
vation  f !  while  the  others,  however  once  admired  or 
feared  by  mortals,  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the 
great  men,  and  the  rich  men,   and  the  chief  cap« 
tains,  and  the  mighty  men,  no  lefs  than  thofe  of  in« 
ferior  rank,  (hall  tremble,  (hall  wi(h  in  vain  to  con- 
ceal themfelves,  and  (hall  fay  to  the  mountains  and 
rocisy  fall  on  uSy  and  hide  us  frmn  the  face  of  him  that 
Jitteth  upcn  the  throne^  for  the  great  day  of  bis  wrath  is 
comeX*     In  that  hour,  the  ftriking  defcription  in  the 
book  of  Wifdom  (which,  though  apocryphal,  is  in 
this  paffage  quite  confonant  with  the  declarations  of 
authentic  fcripture)  will  affuredly  be  realized.     Then 
fbatl  the  righteous  man  fiand  in  great  boldnefs  before  the 
face  of  fuch  as  have  affliBed  him,  and  made  no  account 
of  his  labours.     When  they  fee  ity  they  fhall  he  troubled 
with  terrible  femr,  and  fhall  be  amazed  at  the  Jlrange^ 
fiefs  of  his  falvation^  fo  far  beyond  all  that  they  looked  for; 
and  they  repentingy  and  groaning  for  anguijh  of  fpirity 
fiall  fay  within  themfelves^  This  was  he  whom  we  had 
fometimes  in  deriftony  and  a  proverb  of  reproach.     We 
f^ls  counted  his  life  madnefsy  and  his  end  to  be  with' 
out  honour.     How  is  he  numbered  atnong  the  children 
of  Gody  and  his  lot  is  among  the  faints  \  I 

3.  We 
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3.  "We  may  well  admire  the  condcfcenfion  of  thu 
great  King,  who  humblcth  himfelf  even   to  notice 
the  worftiip  of  heaven,  that  he  fliould  look  upon  the 
worihip  of  finful  men  with  acceptance,  and  permit 
fuch  worms  as  we  are  to  take  his  holy  name  upon 
our  polluted  lips.     If  we  know  ourfelves,  we  muft 
be  confcious  of  fuch  defers  and  defilement  attend- 
ing our  beft  fervices,  as  are  fufScient  to  afFe£l  us  with 
(hame  and  humiliation.     What  wanderings  of  ima- 
gination, what  lifings  of  evil  thoughts,  what  una^ 
voidable  though  unallowed  workings  of  felf-compla-> 
cence,  mingle  with  bur  prayers  and  praifes,  and  dif- 
turb  us  in  our  fecret  retirements,  in  the  public  af-* 
fembly,  aiid  even  at  the  table  of  the  Lord  !    I  hope 
we  know  enough  of  this,  to  be  fenfible  that  we  need 
forgivenefs,  not  only  for  our  pofitive  tranfgrelfions- 
of  his  will,  but  for  our  fincereft,  warmed,  and  mod 
enlarged  attempts  to  render  him  the  glory  due  to  his^ 
name!     Yet  we  are  incompetent  and  partial  judges' 
of  ourfelves ;  we  know  but  little  of  the  evil  of  our 
own  hearts,  and  have  but  a  flight  fenfe  of  the  malig- 
nity of  that  evil  which  is  within  our  obfervation.    But 
the  Lord  fearches  the  heart  and  the  reins;  to  him 
all  things  are  nakedy  without  covering,  open,  *  with* 
out   concealment.     He  underftandeth  our   thoughts 
afar  off,  and  behbldcth  us  exaftly  as  we  are.     Our 
diflike  of  fin  is  proportionable  to  our  attainments  iti 
holinefs,  which  are  exceedingly  (hort  of  the  ftandard. 
But  he  is  infinitely  holy,  and  therefore  evil  is  uii- 
fpeakably  hateful  to  him. — How  vile  and  abominable 
therefore  muft  our  fins  appear  in  his  view  !    Indeed, 
if  he  was  ftrid  to  mark  what  is  amifs,  we  could  not 
ftand  a  moment  before  him  ^  nor  would  it  be  agree- 
able to  his  majefty  and  purity  to  accept  any  fervices 
or  prayers  at  our  hands,    if  we  prefumed  to  offer 
them  in  our  own  name.     But  now  there  is  an  atone- 
ment provided,  and  a  way  of  accefs  to  a  throne  of 
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grace,  fprinklcd  with  the  blood  which  fpcakcth  bet- 
ter things  than  the  blood  of  Abel.  Now  that  we  have 
an  Advocate,  Interccffor,  and  High  Pried,  to  bear 
the  iniquity  of  our  holy  things,  we  are  accepted  in 
the  Beloved.  Now  the  great  and  holy  God  vouch- 
fafes  to  admit  fuch  finners  into  communion  with 
himfelf.  He  invites  us  to  draw  near  with  boldnefs ; 
and  becaufc  of  ourfelves  we  know  not  how  to  pray  as 
we  ought  *j  he  favours  us  with  the  influence  of  his 
Hofy  Spirit.  It  is  a  great  inftance  of  the  power  of 
faith,  that,  remembering  what  we  have  been,  and 
feeling  what  we  are,  and  having  fome  right  appre* 
henfion  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  we  are 
enabled  to  approach  him  with  confidence, .  and  to 
-open  our  hearts  to  him  with  greater  liberty  than  we 
can  ufe  to  our  deareil  earthly  friends.  His  people 
know,  by  many  infallible  proofs,  that  his  prefence  is 
with  them  in  their  fecret  retirements,  and  in  their 
public  aflemblies,  according  to  hispromife.  He  hears 
and  anfwers  their  prayers,  he  revives  their  fpirits,  he 
renews  their  ftrength ;  he  gives  them  reafon  to  fay, 
that  a  day  in  his  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand  of 
the  world's  days.  Such  are  their  expc£^ations,  and 
iuchj)  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  13  th^ir  experience. 
They  worfliip  him  whom  the  angels  worfliip ;  and 
ihcy  know,  that,  unworthy  and  defe£tive  as  they  are, 
their  worfhip  is  no  lefs  acceptable  to  him  than  that 
of  the  angels  in  glory,  by  virtue  of  their  relation  to 
him,  who  is  Lord  both  of  angels  and  men. 

4.  Hence  we  may  infer  the  necefiity  of  that 
change  of  heart,  which  tlie  fcripture  ezprefles  by  a 
new  birth,  a  new  life,  a  new  creation,  and  other 
reprefentations,  which  denote  it  can  only  be  effeft* 
cd  by  divine  power.  Till  we  are  the  .fubje£ts  of 
this  operation,  wc  are  incapable  of  enjoying,  or  even 
of  feeing  the  kingdom  of  God  f .  I'hough  to  out- 
ward appearance  the  congregation  before  me   feem 
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all  to  be  ferious  and  attentive,  as  if  engaged  in  the 
fame  deHgn,  and  animated  with  the  fame  defire  and 
hope,  he  to  whom  our  hearts  are  known  doubtlef^ 
obferves  a  great  difference.     Some  of  you,  though 
cuftom,  or  a  regard  to  your  conne£lions,  bring  you 
hither,  yet  muft  be  fenfible   that   this  is  not  your 
chofen  ground,  and  that  thefe  are  not  the  fubjedis 
which  give  you  pleafure*     We  preach  Chrift  Jefus 
and  him  crucified — Chrift   Jefus  the   Lord.     The 
Lord  fees,  though  I  cannot,  the  indifpofition  of  your 
hearts  towards  him.     You  are  foon  weary  and  un« 
eafy;  and  you  wifh  to  throw  the  blame   of  your 
uneadnefs  upon  the  preacher.     You  regard  his  me- 
thod^  his  manner,  his  expredions,  with  no   friendly 
intention,  in  hopes  of  noticing  fomething  that  may 
feem  to  juftify  your  diflike ;  and  a  fermon,  not  very 
long  in  itfelf,  is  to  you  very  tedious.    We  wifh  well 
to  your  fouls,  we  (ludy  to  find  out  acceptable  words ; 
for  though  we  dare  not  trifle  with  or  flatter  yoU|» 
we  are  unwilling  to  give  you  juft  offence.     But  tf 
you  will  be  faithful  to  yourfelves,  you  may  perceirc 
that  it  is  not  fo  much  the  length  or  the  manner,  as 
the  fubje<^  of  our  fermons  that  difgufts  you.     You 
would,  perhaps,  hear  with  more  attention  and  pa« 
tience,  did  we  fpeak  lefs  of  him  whom  the  angels 
worfhip.     There  are  aflemblies  more  fuited  to  your 
tafte,  and  there  are  public  fpeakers  to  whom  you 
can  probably  afford  a  willing  car,  for  a  much  longer 
time  than  we  detain  you  ^  becaufe  there  you  are 
at  home.     You  are  of  the  world,  and  you  love  the 
world.    The  amufements,  the  bufinefs,  the  converfe, 
and  the  cuftoms  of  the  worldi  fuit  your  inclination. 
But  here  you  are  not,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  in  your 
proper  element :  and  yet  it  may  be,  there  arc  pcr- 
fons  in  the  fame  feat  with  you,  who  think  tbemfelves 
happy  to  hear  what  you  hear  with  indifference  or  dif- 
guit.      If  you  knew  your  date  as  a  (inner,    your 
heed  of  a  Saviour,  and  the  excellency  and  glory  of 
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the  Saviour  whom  we  preach  to  you,  you  likewife 
would  be  pleafed  \  and  a  preacher  of  very  moderate 
powers  would  fix  your  attetition,  and  gain  your  ef- 
leem,  if  he  preached  this  gofpel.  But  what  ideas  do 
you  form  of  a  future  ftate  ?  Surely  you  cannot  fup- 
pofc,  that  in  the  eternal  world  you  will  meet  with 
any  of  the  poor  expedients  you  have  recourfe  to 
now,  for  filling  up  your  time,  which  otherwife 
would  hang  heavy  upon  your  hands.  To  attempt  a 
detail  of  the  round  of  vanities  which  conditute  a 
worldly  life,  would  be  unfuitable  to  the.  dignity  of 
the  pulpit*  Let  it  fuffice,  that  death  will  remove 
you  from  them  all.  If  they  are  now  necefTary  to 
what  you  account  your  happinefs,  mud  you  not  of 
courfc  be  miferablc  without  them  ?  If  you  believe 
you  (hall  exifl;  hereafter,  do  you  not  defire  heaven  ? 
But  fuch  a  heaven  as  the  word  of  God  defcrihes 
could  not  afford  you  happinefs,  unlefs  your  mind  be 
previoufly  changed  and  difpofed  to  relifli  it.  Nei- 
ther the  employment  nor  the  company  of  heaven 
would  be  pleafing  to  you.  It  is  a  itate,  where  all 
the  inhabitants  unite  in  admiring  and  adoring  him 
who  died  upon  the  crofs.  If  this  fubje£^  is  difplea- 
fing  to  you  here,  it  would  be  much  more  fo  there. 
Heaven  itfelf  would  be  a  hell  to  an  unhumbled,  an 
unholy  foul.  Confider  this  ferioufly,  while  there  is 
time  to  feek  his  face ;  and  tremble  at  the  thoughts 
of  being  cut  off  by  death  in  your  prefent  ftate,  in- 
fenfible  as  you  are  of  who  he  is,  and  what  he  has 
done  for  finners.  May  he  enlighten  your  under- 
ftanding,  and  enable  you  to  fee  the  things  pertain- 
ing to  your  true  peace,  before  they  are  for  ever  hid- 
den from  your  eyes ! 
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S  £  R  M  O  N    XXIX. 
Gifts  received  for  the  Rebellious. 

PsAL.  IxvitL  18. 

Thou  hajl  afcended  en  high^  iiou  haft  led  captivity  cap* 
the  :  Thou  haft  received  gifts  for  men  ;  yea,  for  the 
rebellious  alfo^  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among 
them* 

WHEN  Jofeph  exchanged  a  prlfon  for  the 
chief  honour  and  government  of  Egypt  *^ 
the  advantage  of  his  exaltation  was  felt  by  thole  who 
Httle  defenred  it.  His  brethren  hated,  and  had  con- 
fpired  to  kill  him.  And  though  he  was  preferred 
from  death,  they  were  permitted  to  fell  him  for  a 
bond-fervant.  He  owed  his  fervitudc,  imprifon- 
mcnt,  and  fufferings  to  them  j  and  they  were  after- 
wards  indebted  to  him  for  their  lives,  fubfiftence, 
honour,  and  comfort  *,  God  in  a  wonderful  manner 
over*ruling  ^their  evil  conduct  for  future  good  to 
themfelves.  Thus  Jefus  was  defpifed,  reje£led,  and 
fold ;  and  he  was  adtually  flatn.  But  he  arofe  and 
afcended.  The  man  of  forrows  took  poffefiion  of 
the  throne  of  glory  \  and  not  for  himfelf  only.  His 
honour  is  the  fource  of  happinefs  to  thofe  who  were 
once  his  enemies,  and  rebellious  againft  him.  For 
the  fake  of  fuch  he  lived  and  died.  For  their  fakes 
he  lives  and  reigns.  He  fought,  conquered,  and 
triumphed  over  their  enemies.  As  their  reprefenta* 
tive,  he  received  gifts  to  bellow  upon  them  :  Such 
gifts  as  their  necefiities  required,  derived  from  the 
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relation  he  was  pleafed  to  (land  in  to  them^  and 
from  the  value  and  drgnity  of  his  engagements  on 
their  behalf:  Such  gifts  as  he  alone  could  commu- 
nicate^  and  which  alone  could  reftore  them  to  the 
favour  of  God,  and  revive  his  image  in  their  hearts  ; 
fo  as  to  make  it  fuitable  to  his  holinefs  and  truth, 
for  the  Lord  God  to  return  to  his  polluted  temples, 
and  to  dwell  in  them  and  among  them. 

I  formerly  obferved  *,  that  this  Pfalm  and  the 
twenty-fourth  were  piobably  compofcd  and  firft  pu- 
bliflied  on  the  memorable  occafion,  when  David,  ha- 
ving obtained  the  vidlory  over  his  numerous  enemies, 
and  fettled  his  kingdom  in  peace,  removed  the  ark, 
which  till  then  had  no  fixed  refidence,  into  Zion. 
The  apoftle's  application  of  this  paifage  f  authorifes 
us  to  confider  that  tranfa£iion  as  typical  of  our 
Lord's  afcenfion.  Jefus  is  the  true  ark.  The  holy 
law  of  God  was  in  his  heart ;  his  obedience  untc 
death  was  fully  commenfurate  to  the  demands  of  the 
law  %  \  as  th:  mercy- feat,  or  propitiation,  which  co- 
vered the  ark,  was  exadly  equal  to  its  dimenfions. 
He  who  had  thus  obeyed  on  earth,  afcended  on  high> 
the  everlailing  gates  unfolded,  and  he  entered  into  the 
holy  place  not  made  with  hands^  there  to  appear  in  the 
prefence  of  God  for  «/ l|.  In  this  ft  ate  he  is  highly 
exalted  upon  the  throne  of  glory,  and  adminifters 
all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  From  hence  is 
the  honour,  fafety,  and  happinefs  of  thofe  who  be^ 
lieve  in  him.  They  have  nothing  to  plead  for  them- 
felves.  But,  unworthy  as  they  are,  he  is  not  afliamed 
to  own  them ;  and  he  aflures  them,  that  all  he  did, 
and  that  all  he  has  received,  fo  far  as  they  are  ca^ 
pable  of  (baring  in  it,  is  for  them.  The  claufeS|  as 
they  lie  in  the  text,  fuggeft  a  convenient  method 
for  our  meditations,  and  will  lead  me  briefly  to  con* 
fider  four  points  \ 
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*  J*ag«  1.         f  Epfc.  !>.  %.        \  Rpm.  Hi.  315.        \  Htb.  ix.  14. 


Ser.  29.  the  Rebellious*  33 

His  ufcenfion^Ax\%  vi^ories^^the  gifts  he  received  for 
f»^/;— -and  the  great  end  for  which  he  beJloHvs  them* 

I.  Thou  hnji  afcended  on  high,  God  formed  man 
originally  for  himfelfy  and  gave  him  an  anfwerable 
capacity^  fo  that  no  inferior  good  can  fatisfy  and  fill 
his  mind.  Man  was  likewife,  by  the  conftitution 
and  will  of  his  Maker,  immortal,  provided  he  per- 
fevered  in  obedience.  But  fin  degraded  and  ruined 
him,  fhut  the  gates  of  paradife  and  the  gates  of  hea- 
ven againft  him.  Man  deftroyed  himfelf  j  but  wif- 
dom  and  mercy  intcrpofed  for  his  recovery.  A  pro* 
mife  was  given  of  the  feed  of  the  woman,  who 
Ihould  break  the  ferpent's  head,  defeat  his  policy^ 
deftroy  his  power,  and  repair  the  mifchiefs  he  had 
introduced  by  fin.  Messiah  fulfilled  this  promife. 
And  when  he  had  finidied  all  that  was  appointed  for 
him  on  earth,  as  the  fecond  Adam,  the  head  and  re- 
prefentative  of  his  people,  he  afcended  on  high,  and 
opened  the  kir^gdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers.  As 
an  illuilrious  proof  to  the  univerfe,  that  God  is 
reconciled ;  that  there  is  forgivenefs  with  him  for 
finners  who  implore  his  mercy ;  one  in  our  nature, 
and  on  our  behalf,  has  taken  poffeifion  of  the  ktng« 
dom^  The  feries  of  texts  in  this  part  of  the  orato« 
rxo  recals  this  fubje£b  frequently  to  our  thoughts  i. 
nor  can  we  think  of  it  too  often.  It  b  the  founda* 
tion  of  our  hopes,  the  fource  of  our  fublimeft  joys» 
and  the  fufircient,  the  only  fafficient  anfwer  to  alt 
the  fuggeflions  by  which  guilt,  fear,  unbelief,  and 
Satan,  fight  againfl  our  peace.  Surrounded  as  we 
are  with  enemies  and  difEcultics,  we  plead  againft 
every  accufatioo  and  threatening,  that  our  head  is  in 
heaven ;  we  have  an  Advocate  wiih  die  Father,  a 
High  Prieft  upon  the  throne,  who,,  becaufe  he  ever 
liveth  to  make  interceifion,  is  able  to  £ave  to  the  ut« 
termoft.  This  is  all  our  plea,^  nor  do  we  defire  any 
olher.    Ub  afcenfion  on  high,  is- a  fure  pledge  that 
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his  fervants  (hall  follow  him*.  And  eyen  at  prefent, 
by  faith  they  afcend  and  are  feated  with  him  in  the 
heavenly  places  f .  They  behold  invifibles  with  the 
eye  of  their  mind ;  they  realize  the  glorious  fcene, 
from  which  they  are  feparated  by  the  veil  of  ileQi 
and  blood.  They  know  that,  even  now,  day  and 
night,  day  without  night,  myriads  of  golden  harps 
and  happy  voices  refound  his  praife.  The  Babe  of 
Bethlehem,  the  Man  who  once  hung  dead  and  for- 
faken  upon  the  crofs,  is  now  the  Lord  of  glory.  In 
the  thought  of  his  glory  they  greatly  rejoice,  becaufe 
they  love  him,  and  becaufe  they  expe£t  ihortly  to  be 
with  \i\ttu 

II.  Thou  hafi  led  captivity  captive.  The  expreffion 
is  emphatical.  He  has  conquered  and  triumphed 
over  all  the  powers  which  held  us  in  captivity,  fo 
that  captivity  itfelf  is  taken  captive.  The  fpirit  and 
force  of  it  is  deftroyed ;  and  his  people,  when  re- 
leafed  by  him,  and  walking  in  his  ways,  have  no 
more  to  apprehend  from  thofe  whofe  captives  they 
were»  than  a  conqueror  has  to  fear  from  a  prifoner 
in  chains.  The  energy  of  the  phrafe  is  not  unlike 
that  of  the  apoftle,  which  we  are  hereafter  to  con- 
iider,  deflth  is  fwalloived  up  in  viBory.  Man  by  na- 
ture is  a  captive,  in  a  ftate  of  confinement  and  bond- 
age, from  which  he  cannot  efcape  by  any  addrefs  or 
effort  of  his  own.  "' 

He  is  a  captive  to  £n  *,  a  finful  ftate  is  a  ftate  of 
bondage  %  and  this,  notwithftanding  the  (inner  is  a 
willing  captive,  fpeaks  fweUing  words  of  vanity,  and 
boafts  of  liberty,  while  he  is  the  fervant,  the  Have  of 
corruption.  He  is  not  always,  and  in  every  fenfe^ 
a  willing  captive.  Confcienc^  fometimes  remon- 
ftrates,  nils  him  with  fears  and  forebodings,  which 
mak&  him  ftruggle  to  be  free.  And  there  are  many 
fins,  wlucb,  l^^^des  being  offences  againft  the  law  of 
God,  are  direftly  contrary  to  the  finner's  prefent  in-. 
tcreil  and  welfare  ;  and  would  be  fo  upon  his  own 
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plan,  and  if  he  was  wholly  his  own  mafter,  and  had 
no  account  to  render  of  his  conduft.  *  Perfons  cn- 
flavcd  to  habits  of  lewdnefs  or  drunkennefs,  need 
not  be  told  from  the  pulpit,  that  the  courfes  they 
purfue  arc  injurious  to  their  health,  their  bufinefs, 
or  fubftance,  their  reputation,  and  their  peace.  They 
know  It  and  feel  it,  without  a  monitor.  There  are 
feafons,  when  the  ill  confequences  they  bring  upon 
thcmfelves,  make  them  fick  of  the  drudgery,  and  ex- 
cite fomc  efforts  t6wards  a  reform.  But  in  vain. 
The  next  return  of  temptation  bears  down  all  their 
refolutions  like  a  torrent,  and,  after  every  attempt  to 
amend,  they  ufually  become  worfe  than  before.  For 
none  can  efcape,  unlcfs  the  Son  makes  them  free. 
His  grace  can  overcome  the  mofl  obflinate  habits  of 
licentioufnefs,  and  implant  the  contrary  habits  of  pu- 
rity and  temperance.  But  they  who  arc  not  deliver- 
ed by  Irim  muft  die  in  their  chains* 

III.  Thou  hajl  received  giftSy  even  for  the  rebellious.' 
To  beflow  gifts  upon  the  miferable,  is  bounty ;  but 
to  beftow  them  upon  rebels,  is  grace.  The  greatnefs 
of  the  gifts  contrafted  with  the  chara£lers  of  thofe 
who  receive  them,  difplays  the  exceeding  riches  of 
the  Redeemer's  grace.  He  came  to  fave,  not  the  un^ 
happy  only,  but  the  ungodly.  He  gives  pardon,  peace, 
and  eternal  life,  to  his  enemies  \  whofe  minds  are  fo* 
entirely  alienated  from  him,  that  until  he  makes  them 
willing,  in  the  day  of  his  power,  their  minds  are  de- 
termined againfl  accepting  any  favour  from  him. 
They  live  long  in  contempt  of  the  law  and  authority 
of  God  ;  and  though  juftly  obnoxious  to  his  dtfplea- 
fure,  while  left  to  themfelves,  they  defpife  and  re- 
jeft  the  propofals  of  his  mercy.  If  they  fometimes 
acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  linners,  they  ftill  pre- 
fume  that  they  are  able  td  procure  his  favour  by  their 
own  performances.  They  flrangcly  imagine  they 
have  a  fufficient  ground  of  hope,  fo  long  as  it  appears 
to  themfelves  that  they  are  not  altogether  fo  bad  as 
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others.     And  when,  by  the  gofpel,  the  Lord  treats 
them  as  finners  already  judly  condemned  by  the  te« 
nor  of  his  holy  laws,  and  informs  them  of  the  exi- 
gency of  their  cafe ;  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  re- 
fources  of  his  infinite  wifdom,  and  the  mod  expen- 
(ive  exertion  of  his  unfpeakable  love,  can  pofiibly 
fave  them  from  de(lru£iion  \  the  pride  of  their  hearts 
rifes  againft  his  declarations.     His  wifdom,  in  their 
view,  is  folly ;  and  his  love  provokes  their  enmity 
and  (com*     He  fays  of  Messiah,  ^his  is  my  beloved 
Softy  tft  whom  I  am  well  pleafed^  hear  ye  him  ;  but  the 
language  of  their  heart  i^  We  will  not  have  him  ta 
reign  over  us  *.     They  revile  and  oppofe  the  meiTen^- 
gers  of  his  grace,  account  them  enemies,  charge  then> 
as  troublers  of  their  peace,  and  as  thofe  who  turn 
the  world  upfide  down :  and,  when  not  re  {trained  by 
the  providence  of  God,  inflift  upoa  them,  •befides^ 
reproaches,     ftripes,    imprifonment,    torturer,    and 
death.     If  their  deareft  friends,  and  thofe  who  are 
conne£led  with  them  by  the  neareft  ties  of  relation, 
fubmit  to  the  teilimony  of  God,  and  yield  themfelves- 
to  the  appointed  Saviour,  they  are  treated  as  apof* 
tates  from  the  general  opinion.    This  defection  from 
the  common  caufe,  is  often  fufHcient  to  cancel  the 
ftrongeft  obligations,  to  diflblve  the  clofeft  intimacy^ 
to  raife  a  perfon  foes  in  his  own  houfehold,  and  to 
excite  envy,  hatred>  and  malice,  in  thofe  who  once 
,j)rofeffed  efteem  and  love.     Can  the  fpirit  of  rebel- 
lion life  J»gher,  than  when  they  who  have  infulted 
the  authority,  deiied  the  power,  and  refilled  the  go- 
vern men  t  and  will  of  the  great  God,   proceed   at 
length  to  trample  upon  his  tenders  of  reconciliation^ 
and  to  affront  him  in  that  concern  which  of  all  othera 
is  deareft  to  him,  the  glory  of  his  grace  in  the  perfoa 
of  his  Son  ?     Tet  this  is  no  exaggerated  reprefenta- 
tion.    Such  is  the  difpofition  of  the  heart  of  man  to^ 
wards  God;   fuch  were  fome  of  us  ^  and  fuch,  I 

fear,, 
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fear,  fome  of  us  are  to  tKis  hoar.  V  I  do  not  fay,  that 
this  enmity  of  the  carnal  mind  afis,  in  every  pcrfon 
who  is  not  fubjed  to  the  grace  of  God,  with  equal 
rage  and  violence.  In  a  land  of  light,  liberty,  and 
civilization,  like  ours,  a  variety  of  circumftances  may 
concur  to  fet  bounds  to  its  exercife  -,  education,  a 
natural  gcntlenefs  of  temper,  and  even  intereft,  may 
keep  it  within  limits  of  decorum,  cfpecially  towards 
fome  individuals  \  but  I  affirm,  or  rather  the  fcrip* 
ture  declares,  that  enmity  againft  God,  a  difaiFec^ioii 
to  his  gofpel,  no  lefs  than  to  his  law,  and  a  diilike 
to  thofe  who  profefs  and  obey  the  truth,  are  prin* 
ciples  deeply  rooted  in  our  nature,  as  fallen  :  and| 
however  they  may  feem  dormant  in  fome  perfons 
for  a  feafon,  would  operate  vigoroufly,  if  circum- 
ftances  were  fo  to  alter  a9  to  afford  a  fair  occafion. 
For,  as  of  old,  he,  that  ^as  horn  after  ihe  fiefli  perfe» 
cuted  him  that  nvas  born  after  the  Spirit  *,  even  fo  it 
is  now.  And  it  is  ftill  as  true  as  in  the  apoftle's  days^ 
that  all  tvho  ivill  live  godly  in  Chr^  J^fi*^  t*  fi^^U  *** 
one  degree  or  form  or  other,  fuffer  perfecuiion  from 
thofe  who  will  noU 

Thus  men  are  charafierized  in  the  word  of  God  : 
Rebels  and  enemies,  having  a  neck  of  irony  to  denote 
their  obftinacy;  0  brow  of  brafsXy  to  exprefs  their 
infolence  and  prtfumption  ;  and  a  heart  efjione  |),  in«- 
fenlible  to  the  fofteft  methods  of  perfuafion ;  inca- 
pable of  receiving  tender,  kind,  and  generous  imptef* 
fions,  tboOgh  they  are  wooed  and  befought  by  the 
confideration  of  the  mercies  of  God,  of  the  dying^ 
agonies  of  Messiah  ;  unlefs  that  mighty  power  be 
difplayed  in  their  favour,  which  brought  forth  fireams* 
of  water  from  the  rock  in  the  wildernefs. 

Messiah  died,  arofe,  and  afcended  on  high,  that 
he  might  receive  gifts,  for  rebels  of  this  fpirit  and 
difpofition*  .  The  one  grand  gift  I  fliail  fpectfy^  is> 
indeed,   <;Qmprchexifive.of  every  other  good:   The 

'.    .  gift 

*  Gal.  it.  S9«     fa  Tim.  ill  l%,     \  If.  xWiti.^4*    t  ^zek.  xxxvi.  26 
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gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  faid  to  hie  forrowing 
difcipleSy  //  is  expedient  for  jou  that  I  go  away  ;  fir  tf 
I  go  not  atvay,  the  Comforter  'wiU  not  come  unto  you  ;  hut 
if  I  depart f  I  will  fend  him  unto  you  *.  Soon  after  his 
afcenfion,  this  promife  was  fulfilled.  The  difdples 
were  filled  widi  the  Holy  Spirit  f;  and  the  people 
who  had  ilain  the  Lord,  were  pricked  to  the  hearty 
repented  of  their  fin,  received  faith  in  him  whom 
they  had  pierced,  and  experienced  joy  and  peace  in 
believing. 

Thai  the  gofpcl  is  preached  upon  earth  by  a  fuc- 
cefiion  of  minifters  called  and  fumiihed  for  that  fer« 
vice,  and  that  the  gofpel,  when  preached,  is  not  re« 
jeiQed  by  all>  as  it  is  by  many,  is  wholly  to  be  afcri- 
bed  to  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  office 
and  covenant-engagement  it  is,  to  convince  the  world 
offtny  of  righteoufnefs^  and  of  judgment  \^  and  to  glo» 
rify  Messiah.  He  opens  the  eyes  of  the  underftand- 
ing,  fubdues  the  ftubbom  will,  ibftens,  or  rather  re- 
moves the  heart  of  (tone,  and  gives  a  feeling  tender 
heart,  a  heart  of  flefh.  Then  the  rebels  relent  and 
fue  for  mercy ;  then  they  obtain  faith,  repentance, 
remtffion,  a  full  and  free*falvation,  and  all  the  gifts 
which  Messiah  has  received  for  them. 

IV.  His  ultimate  defign  in  favour  of  rebellious 
men,  the  great  final  caufe  of  his  mediation,  and 
particularly  of  his  bellowing  on  them  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  is,  that  the  Lord  God  may  dwell  among 
them.  Man  was  created  in  the  image  of  God,  who 
formed  Um  for  himfelf.  But  he  finned,  and  was 
forfaken.  God  withdrew  his  light  and  love  from 
bim^  and  man  funk  into  datknefs  and  mifery.  Sin 
and  Satan  took  pofieffion  of  the  heart,  which  was 
originally  defigned  to  be  the  temple  of  the  living 
God.  But  the  Lord  had  a  merciful  purpofe,  to  re- 
turn in  a  way  worthy  of  his  pcrfeftions.  Without 
him,  the  fouls  of  men,  and  the  whole  human  race, 
as  to  their  proper  happinefs,  are  like  what  the  earth 

would 
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would  be  without  the  fun,  dark,  coldj  fruitlefs,  and 
comfortlefs.  But  the  knowledge  of  Mbssiah,  like 
the  fun,  enlightens  the  world  and  the  heart. 

When  in  the  day  of  his  power,  by.  the  revelation 
of  his  light  and  love,  he  deftroys  the  dominion  of 
fin,  and  difpoflcfles  Satan,  he  reclaims  his  own,  and 
takes  pofleflion  for  himfelf.  The  heart,  fprinkled 
with  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  anointed  with  the  holy 
un£tion,  becomes  a  confecrated  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  This  perfuafion,  though  now  by  many,  who 
have  not  renounced  the  name  of  Chriftian,  deemed 
the  efience  of  enthuGafm,  was  once  thought  eflen* 
tial  to  Chriftianity  i  fo  that  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  it 
as  an  obvious  incontrovertible  fad,  with  which  na 
true  Chriftian  could  be  unacquainted.  Know  ye  mt 
that  your  body  is  the  ttmple  of  the  Holy  Gboji  *  P  A» 
gain,  he  fpeaks  of  Chrift  dwelling  in  the  heart  f. 
Chrjfi  in  you  the  hope  of  glory  j:.  And  in  another 
place,  JTe  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God^  as  God 
hatb/aidf  I  will  dwell  in  them^  and  walk  in  them  ||  .* 
agreeably  to  his  promife  by  the  prophets.  He  liveth 
in  them,  as  the  principle  of  their  life,  wifdcxn,  and 
power}  therefore  the  apoftle  fays.  Hive;  yet  not  J^ 
out  Chrift  liveth  in  me  $.  There  is  a  mutual  indwell- 
ing between  the  Lord  and  his  people  :  they  in  him 
as  the  branch  in  the  vine ;  and  he  in  them  as  the 
fap  in  the  branch :  He  in  them  as  in  his  temples  i 
they  in  him  as  in  their  ftrong  tower  of  defence. 
And  from  hence  we  infer  the  duration  of  their  life 
of  grace,  that  it  ihall  continue  and  fpring  up  into 
everlafting  life  ^  (ince  it  is  properly  not  their  own, 
but  his;  and  fince  he  has  faid,  Becaufe  Hive,  yejball 
live  alfo. 

He  dwells  likewife  among  his  people  in  their  col- 

le£live  capacity.    His  whole  church,  comprifing  all 

the  members  of  his   myftical  body,   bmlt  upon  the 

foundation  of  the  apoftles  and  prophets^  form  a  building 

fitly 
*  2  Cor.  vL  X9»  f  £ph.  iit.  17.  \  Col«  i.  %j*^ 
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fitly  framed  together,  a  palace,  a  holy  temple  for 
the  Lord  the  great  King.  He  dwetleth  likev/ife  in 
every  particular  fociety  who  walk  by  his  rule,  and 
adorn  the  profeflion  of  his  truth  by  a  converfatiou 
becoming  the  gofpel.  He  is  a  nvall  of  fire  round 
about  them,  and  a  glory  in  the  mid  ft  of  than  *.  AVhen 
they  meet  together  in  hib  name,  he  is  there.  He 
walks  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  golden  candleilicks.  It  is 
his  prefence  that  gives  life  and  efficacy  to  all  his  or* 
dinances,  and  communicates  a  power  to  his  word, 
by  which  the  minds  of  his  worfliipping  people  are 
enlightened,  ftrengthcned,  healed,  and  comforted* 
Here  he  manifells  himfelf  to  them;  as  he  does  not 
unto  the  world ;  and  they  can  adopt  the  words  of 
the  Pfalmift,  A  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thou* 
fund.  To  his  prefence  they  owe  their  peace  and  in- 
creafCf  their  union  and  protection.  And  if  he  with- 
draws, Ichabod  may  be  written  upon  their  folema 
aifemblies  f  ;  for  even  his  own  appointments  can  af* 
ford  them  neither  profit  nor  pleafure,  uniefs  they 
are  animated  by  his  glory.  Their  graces  languifh, 
their  harmony  is  interrupted,  (Irifes  and  difienflons 
take  place,  evil  roots  of  biiterncfe  fpring  up  ta 
trouble  and  defile  them  X »  ^^''  ^^ifi  from  among 
themfelves,  fpeahng  perverfe  things^  and  fiercs  ivolver 
break  in^  not /paring  thefioch  ||,  if  the  good  Shepherd 
fufpends  his  influence  and  prefence. 

I  truft  he  dwells  and  walks  in  the  midft  of  us. 
He  is  here  as  an  obferver,  and  as  a  gracious  benefac- 
tor. Ht  fees  who  drav)  mar  him  with  their  iips,^ 
nvhiie  their  hearts  are  far  from  him  ;  and  he  likewife 
takes  notice  of  them  that  fear  and  love  him,  and 
who  efteem  the  light  of  his  countenance  to  be  better 
than  life.  The  high  and  bjty  One  Viho  inhabiteth  eternity, 
who  dnvtlleth  in  the  high  and  holy  place ^  dwelleth  like'^ 
nvife  with  thofe  that  are  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit  ^ 
to  revive  and  bkfs  them» 

SER^ 
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SERMON      XXX. 
The  Publication  of  the  Gofpel. 

PsAtM  Ixviii.  1 1. 

TI6^  Lord  gave  the  word^  great  was  the  cofttpany  ofihofe 
that  publtfhei  it.     [Or,  of  the  preachers.] 

PERHAPS  no  one  Pfalm  has  given  greater  excr- 
cife  to  the  ikill  and  the  patience  of  commenta- 
tors and  critics,  than  the  fixty- eighth.  I  fuppofe  the 
difScuhies  do  not  properly  belong  to  the  Pfalm,  but 
arift  from  our  ignorance  of  various  circumftances  to 
which  the  Pfalmift  alludes  ;  which  probably  were  at 
that  time  generally  known  and  underftood.  The 
firft  verfe  is  the  fame  with  the  ftated  form  of  bene- 
didion  which  was  ufed  whenever  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
fet  forward  while  Ifrael  fojourned  in  the  wildernefs  * ; 
which  confirms  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  Pfalm 
was  primarily  defigned  as  an  a£t  of  thankfgiving,  to 
accompany  the  removal  of  the  ark  to  Zion  by  David. 
The  fcventh  and  eight  verfes  are  repeated,  with  lit- 
tle variation,  from  the  fong  of  Deborah  f .  The  lead- 
ing fcope  of  the  whole  appears  to  be,  firft,  a  recapi- 
tulation of  God's  gracious  dealing  with  Ifrael,  and 
of  the  great  things  he  had  done  for  them,  from  the 
time  he  delivered  them  from  their  bondage  in  Egypt ; 
and  then,  a  tranfition,  in  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  to 
the  far  greater  things  he  would  do  for  his  people, 
under  and  by  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  in  confequence 
of  Messiah's  exaltation  to  receive  gifts  for  rebellious 
men.  This  verfe,  though  the  particular  occafion  is 
not  fpecified,  probably  refers  to  fome  feafon  of  deli- 
verance 

•  Numfe.  X.  35.  t  Judges  V.  4,  5, 
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liverance  or  vi£toiy,  when  the  women^  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  nation,  aflembled  to  praife  the 
Lord,  with  timbrels,  fongs,  and  dances  *^  The  fongs 
and  refponfes  of  Miriam  and  her  companions,  and 
of  the  women  who  welcomed  Saul  and  David  after 
the  defeat  of  the  Philiftine  f,  I  have  formerly  men- 
tioned as  inftances  J.  The  word  which  is  rendered, 
Thofe  who  puhlifbed  or  preached^  being  exprcffed  with 
a  femine  termination,  leads  the  mind  to  this  fenfe. 
But  we  are  not  neceffarily  confined  to  it ;  for  the 
word  rendered  preacher  in  the  book  of  Ecclefiaftes, 
is  likewife  in  the  feminine  form,  though  we  are  fure 
the  perfon  intended  by  it  was  Solomon. 

However,  this  pafTage  is  properly  introduced  in 
The  Mejftah^  and  in  its  proper  place,  immediately 
after  the  view  given  of  our  Saviour's  triumphant  af- 
cenfion,  as  it  leads  us  to  confider  the  firft  vi(ible 
effefl:  of  that  great  event :  for  foon  afterwards,  when 
the  day  ofPentecofl  was  fully  comcj  the  Lord  gave  the 
word^.  The  Holy  Spirit,  the  precious  gift,  which 
Jefus  had  received  for  rebellious  men,  defcended 
with  viiible  emblems,  and  a  powerful  energy,  and 
infpired  and  qualified  his  difciples  for  the  great  work 
of  eftablifhing  and  fpreading  his  fpiritual  kingdom. 
From  that  hour,  great  was  the  number  of  ^e  preach<«< 
ers,  and  great  was  the  fuccefs  and  efficacy  of  their 
miffion.  So  that  in  a  few  years  the  gofpel  fpread 
like  the  light,  from  Jerufalem,  through  all  Judea 
and  Samaria,  and  to  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth. 
And  he  who  faid,  Lo^  I  am  with  you  always^  even  to 
the  end  of  the  world  },  has,  by  the  fame  Spirit,  per- 
petuated his  word,  and  a  fucceflion  of  preachers,  to 
our, time  ;  and  has  promifed  to  perpetuate  and  worl^ 
by  the  fame  means,  till  time  {hall  be  no  more. 

My  text,  therefore,  if  not  a  direfk  prophecy  of  the 
publication  of  the  gofpel,  is  at  leaft  a  fit  motto  to  a 

difcourfc 

•  £zod,  XV.  f  1  Sam.  xviii.  6,  7.         \  Scr.  VI.  page  66. 
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difcoutfe  on  this  very  important  fubjed.  We  may 
confider  it  in  tvro  fenfes,  which,  though  fomething 
different,  are  equally  agreeable  to  the  words  before 
us,  and  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  fcripture. 

I.  That  the  meffage  is  the  Lord*!.  He  gave  the 
word,  and  prefcribed  to  his  fervants  the  fubjed-mat- 
ter  of  their  preaching. 

II.  That  the  mejfengers  employed  are  coiled  and  feni 
forth  by  him*    The  Lord  gave  the  word  or  command; 

in  confequence  of  which  word,  the  number  of  preach* 
ers  was  great,  as  when  in  the  beginning  he  faid.  Let 
there  he  Rghtf  and  there  was  light. 

L  The  Lord  gave  the  word  which  the  multitude 
of  preachers  went  forth  to  publiflu  His  merciful  de« 
fign  was  great,  to  deliver  finners  from  bondage,  mi- 
fery,  and  death  \  and  to  blefs  them  with  liberty,  life, 
and  peace.  But  they  are  by  nature  rebellious  and 
obfttnate,  and  muft  be  tnekU  willing.  He  only  can 
fubdue  their  prejudices,  and  foften  their  fpirits  ;  and 
he  has  promifed  to  difplay  his  power  in  their  favour 
by  a  certain  mean  of  his  own  appointment,  and  we 
cannot  expe£l  that  he  will  do  it  in  any  other  way. 
This  mean  is  the  gofpel,  which,  for  its  admirable 
fuitablehefs  and  efficacy,  is  commended  to  us  as  bis 
nvifdom  and  his  power  *•  He  has  given  it  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  his  blefling  makes  it  luccefsful.  He  has 
faid  concerning  it.  As  the  rain  cometh  down  and  the 
fnowfrwn  heaven^  and  watereth  the  earthy  and  maketh 
it  bring  forth  and  bud^  that  it  may  give  feed  to  the 
fower^  and  bread  to  the  eater  ;  fojball  my  'word  be,  that 
goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth;  it  Jball  not  return  unto  me 
voidf  but  it  Jball  accompli/b  that  which  I  pleafe  ;  ^t  Jball 
profper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  fent  it  f .  It  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  experience  of  ages,  that  no  mean 
but  this  can  produce  the  defirable  effe£l.  It  is  con- 
firmed, by  obfervation,  in  the  prefent  day.  If  the 
wifdom  ox  man,  if  learning,  if  oratory,  if  animated 

defcriptions 
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defcriptions  of  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  pathetic  per- 
fuaGons  to  the  practice  of  ity  could  reform,  we  ihould 
be  a  reformed  people.  But  alas  I  this  is  only  to  op- 
pofe  a  mound  of  fand  to  the  violence  of  a  flood. 
Notwithftanding  many  ingenipus  fermons  and  trea* 
tifes  upon  this  plan  are  iidmired  and  praifed,  wicked- 
nefs  prevails  and  triumphs.  They  have  little  influ- 
ence  upon  the  condufl  of  civil  life ;  and^  I  may  bold- 
iy  fay,  no  influence  to  infpire  the  heart  with  the  love 
and  peace  of  God,  and  to  bring  it  into  a  habit  o^ 
fubjedlion  to  his  will  and  command.  Nothing  will 
do  this  but  the  gofpel,  the  word  which  the  Lord  has 
given.  This  alone  fhews  the  evil  of  (in  in  its  true 
light,  affords  a  folid  ground  for  the  hope  of  mercy, 
and  furoifhes  thofe  motives  which  alone  are  fufficient 
to  break  the  force  of  the  temptations  and  difficultie$ 
with  which  we  have  to  conflid;.  When  this  word  is 
(imply  and  cordially  received,  an  immediate  and  won- 
derful change  takes  place.  The  (Inner  abandons  his 
falfe  hopes  and  vain  purfuits,  is  freed  from  his  for- 
mer flavery  to  the  love  of  the  world  and  the  fear  of 
man,  and  becomes  the  willing  fervant  of  him  who 
redeemed  him  with  his  own  blood. 

But  we  are  fometimes  afked,  what  we  underftand 
by  the  gofpel  ?  The  ufe  of  the  term  in  a  reftrained 
fenfe,  fo  as  to  imply  there  are  but  few  comparatively 
who  preach  it,  is  deemed  invidious  and  aifuming  % 
and  it  is  fuppofed  by  many,  that  a  fermon,  if  deliver- 
ed from  a  pulpit,  and  if  the  text  be  taken  from  the 
Bible,  mull  of  courfe  be  the  gofpel.  It  is  undeniable^ 
however,  that  there  are  a  variety  of  different  and  op* 
poGte  fentiments  delivered  from  pulpits  \  and  furely 
the  gofpel  cannot  be  oppofite,  contrary,  yea  contra- 
di£lory  to  itfelf !  It  is  a  mournful  confideration,  that 
multitudes  of  people  are  not  qualified  to  judge  of  this 
point.  Not  properly  for  want  of  ability,  for  many 
of  them  are  perfons  of  good  fenfe  and  difcernment^ 
and  can  judge  and  talk  well  upon  other  fubjefts ;  but 

for 
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for  want  of  attention.  Theit  application  i$  engrofTed 
by  the  demands  of  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  and  they  have 
iieither  leifure  nor  tafie  for  a  careful  perufal  of  the 
fcripturesy  nor  for  the  examination  of  religious  fenti- 
ments.  If  the  language  and  elocution  of  the  preacher 
be  good,  and  if  there  be  no  clofe  and  painful  addrefs 
to  the  confcience,  they  are  fatisfied.  The  Apoftle 
Paul  undoubtedly  preached  the  gofpel  j  and  he  tells 
ua  himfelf  that  he  preached  Chriil  crucified  \  he 
preached  Chrift,  as  appointed  of  God,  nuijdom^  right* 
eoufnefsy  JanBijicationy  and  redemption  *.  He  preached 
the  crofs  of  Chrift  f ,  he  gloried  in  it,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  glory  in  nothing  clfe.  The  gofpel  treats 
all  ihankind  as  already  in  a  (late  of  condemnation  ; 
it  declares  their  utter  inability  to  fave  or  help  them- 
felvcs ;  and  it  gives- aflurance  of  pardon  and  falvation 
to  all  who  believe  in  the  Son  of  God.  That  they 
may  be  encouraged  and  enabled  to  believe,  it  defcribes 
the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  necefiity  and  greatnefs 
of  his  fufferings,  the  completenefs  of  his  atonement, 
the  prevalence  of  his  interceffion — his  love,  authority, 
power,  and  faithfulnefs.  Thefe  truths  revealed  and 
applied  to  a  guilty  confcience,  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  p^roduce  faith.  The  finner  perceives  the 
fufficiency  and  excellency  of  fuch  a  Saviour,  commits 
himfelf  to  his  compaffion  and  care,  and  renounces 
every  ot}*er  hope  and  fervice.  He  looks  to  the  Sa- 
viour by  the  eye  of  his  mind,  with  defire  aud  admi-- 
ration,  and  derives  life  from  his  death,  healing  from 
his  wounds,  as  the  Ifraelites,  when  wounded,  were 
healed  by  looking  upon  the  brazen  ferpent.  And 
not  only  is  the  confcience  relieved,  by  this  knowledge 
of  Chrift  crucified— the  underftanding  is  like  wife 
enlightened,  the  judgment  is  formed,  the  afFeftions 
regulated  and  dire£led  by  it.  Then  old  things  pafs 
away, '  all  becomes  new.  The  love  of  fin  departs, 
and  the  future  life  is  devoted  to  him,  who  therefore 

died 
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died  and  revived^  thai  he  might  be  Lord  b$th  of  the 
dead  and  the  living  *. 

There  is  likewife  a  certain  energy  or  power  which 
accompanies  the  gofpel  when  it  is  truly  preached » 
which  fufficiently  charaAerizes  and  diftinguifhes 
it  from  all  other  religious  fchemes  and  fyftems. 
Our  Lord,  during  bis  perfonal  miniflry,  frequently 
gave  proofs  that  be  knew  the  heart  of  man.  When 
Zaccheus  thought  himfelf  unknown  and  unfeen,  he 
called  him  by  his  name  f .  He  reminded  Nathanael 
of  what  had  paiTed  in  fecret  under  the  fig-tree  %  \  and 
by  a  few  wordsj  brought  to  the  remembrance  of  the 
woman  of  Samaria  all  that  (he  had  done  in  her  life  [|. 
A  fimilar  effed  accompanies  the  preaching  of  his 
gofpel  to  this  day.  The  gofpel  is  preached,  when 
they  who  are  prefent  find  the  fecrets  of  their  hearts 
are  made  manifefl ;  when  the  preacher,  who  perhaps 
never  faw  them  before,  reminds  them  of  what  they 
have  done,  or  faid,  or  thought,  polTibly  of  things 
tranfaded  long  ago,  and  almofl  forgotten  by  them- 
felvesj  and  likewife  defcribes  the  very  feelings  of  their 
hearts  while  he  is  fpeaking  to  them.  It  is  ufually 
in  this  way  that  convi£kion  of  (in  firft  takes  place ; 
and  in  this  way,  that  a  convinced  burdened  finner 
meets  with  feafonable  fupport  and  dirediion,  fo  exa£):- 
ly  fuited  to  his  cafe,  that  he  almofl  thinks  the  preacher 
is  fpeaking  to  none  but  himfelf.  No  preachers  but 
*thofe  who  fpeak  in  conformity  to  the  word  which 
the  Lord  gave^  have  this  power  over  the  heart  and 
confcience» 

II.  It  is  owing  to  the  word,  the  appointment,  and 
power  of  God,  that  any  perfons  are  induced  or  en- 
abled to  preach  this  gofpel.  Men  may,  indeed,  af» 
fume  the  office  of  a  preacher  upon  other  grounds } 
there  are  too  many  y^ho  do.  But  though  they  fpeak 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  as  his  miniflers,  if  he 
has  not  fent  them,  they  cannot  declare  his  mefiage 

in 
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in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  full  proof  of  their  mi« 
tiiftry  •.  TTicy  may  profit  themfelves,  according  to 
their  low  views^  and  may  obtain  fuch  honours  and 
emoluments  as  the  world  can  give ;  but  they  have 
not  the  honour  which  cometh  from  God  only. 
They  are  not  wife  to  win  fouls  f .  They  have  no 
teftimony  in  the  confciences  of  their  hearers.  They 
may  deliver  truths  occafioihilly,  which  arc  valu- 
able and  ufeful  in  their  proper  places ;  but  for  want 
of  knowing  how  to  conne£b  them  with  what  the 
apoftle  ftylesj  The  truth  as  it  is  in  Jffus  |,  they  are 
unable  eitner  to  break  the  hard  heart,  or  to  heal  the 
wounded  fpirit.  The  thoughtlefs  are  not  alarmed^ 
nor  the  ignorant  inftru£ted.  The  wicked  go  on  in 
their  evil  ways— 

The  hungry  Jheep  hoi  up^  but  are  not  fed. 

Nay  we  fee,  in  fa£l:,  though  a  few  perfons  may  ftill 
be  founds  who  place  their  religion  in  a  dull,  unmeati* 
ing  attendance  upon  the  form  of  public  worihip,  upon 
any  form  in  which  it  was  their  lot  to  be  educated  \ 
yet,  in  many  places,  the  bulk  of  the  people,  by  their 
contempt  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  by  their  cuftomary 
manner  of  abfenting  themfelves  from  their  appointed 
teachers,  give  fufficient  proof  that  they  have  neither 
found,  nor  expe£l  to  find,  fo  much  benefit  or  plea- 
fure,  as  to  make  them  think  it  worth  their  while  to 
attend  them. 

It  will  appear  to  competent  judges,  that  faithful 
preachers  are  called  and  prepared  for  their  office  by 
the  Lord,  the  head  of  the  church,  and  not  by  human 
inftitutions,  from  the  following  confiderations. 

X.  That  the  gofpel  cannot  be  rightly  underftood 
but  by  divine  teaching.  The  natural  man,  however 
diftinguifhed  by  abilities  or  literature,  cannot  receive 
the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  || ;  nay,  he  cannot  dif- 
cern  them.  He  may,  indeed,  know  fomething  of  the 
gofpel  fyftem,   conudered  as  a  matter  of  fcience } 
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he  may  know  how  to  defend  the  outworks  of  Chrifl 
tlanity,  and  be  mafter  of  the  external  evidences  for 
Its  truth ;  and  he  may  efpoufe  orthodox  opinions, 
and  be  a  fucccfsful  champion  in  the  field  of  contro- 
Tcrfy.  But  the  inward  power  and  hfe,  that  which 
conflitutes  the  effential  difference  of  true  religion,  is 
no  lefs  remote  from  his  apprehenfion^  than  the  idea 
of  li|;ht  is  from  a  perfi^n  bom  blind.  This  he  can 
only  learn  by  experience.  The  firft  Icffon  received 
and  learnt  by  thofe  who  are  taught  of  God,  is  a  con- 
vidlion  of  guilt,  ignorance,  and  mifery — and  then  they 
begin  to  learn  the  importance,  ncccffity,  and  defign 
of  the  gofpeh  The  man  who  is  thus  inftrufled,  if 
the  Lord  be  pleafed  to  call  him  to  the  ofl5ce  of  teach- 
ing others,  will  in  due  time  proceed  to  deliver  to  the 
people  what  he  has  himfelf  learnt ;  not  with  hefita- 
tion,  uncertainty,  or  indifFerencc,  not  what  he  has 
acquired  by  hearfay  or  from  books,  hut  be  has  the 
nvttneji  in  himfelf*.  His  heart  teacheth  his  mouth  f. 
He  believes,  therefore  he  fpeafcs.  He  fimply  and 
freely  declares  that  which  he  himfelf  has  known,  and 
feen,  and  tafted  of  the  word  of  life.  And  fpeakirig 
from  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart,  with  an  earneftnefs  in- 
fpired  by  the  greatntfs  and  importance  of  his  fubjeft, 
he  fpeaks  to  the  heart  and  feelings  of  his  heaters, 
and  in^prciTes  a  nianifeilation  of  the  truth  upon  their 
minds. 

2.  That  the  deGre  of  preaching  this  gofpel,  when 
known,  if  it  be  a  right  defire,  muft  like  wife  be  gi- 
ven. If  a  man  fhould  attempt  the  fervice,  without 
counting  the  coft,  or  confidering  the  confequences, 
he  will  mcft  probably  be  difgulled  and  wearied* 
And  if  he  ferioufly  and  properly  confiders  before- 
hand what  he  is  about  to  engage  in,  and  has  a  due 
fenfe  of  his  own  weakijtfs,  he  will  tremble  at  the 
profpeii,  and  dire£t  his  thoughts  to  fomc  other  em- 
ployment, xmlefs  his  call  and   fupport  be  from  on 

high. 
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l^igh.     What  courage,  wifdom,  meeknefs^  and  zeal, 

appear  requifite,  in  the  view  of  fuch  an  enquirer^  to 

'qualify   a   miti  for  preachings    and   continuing   to 

preach,  a  do£^rine  fo  unpleafing  to  the  tvorld,  as  the 

-dodrine  of  the  trrofs  has  in  all  ages  proved  !     What 

oppofition,  and  fnares,  and  dif&cukiesj  nxjhdt  fightingt 

Jrom  without^  what  fears  Hvithin^  may  be  expc£ked  ! 

•Surely  he  will  be  ready  to  [brink  back,  and  to  fay, 

Who  isfafficUnt  fir  thefe  things  ?     But  the  Lord,  by 

•%hc  conihrainiog  fenfe  of  his  love,  and  by  giving  a 

"deep  impreffion  of  the  worth  of  fouls,  and  by  exci* 

^ingititfie  mind  a  dependence  upon  his  all-fulEcien- 

-cy,  can  and  does  encourage  thofe  whom  he  calls  and 

^ufes,  to  •fer>fe  him  in   the  gofpel.     In  themfelve^ 

'they  are  quite  unequal  to  what  is  before   them,  but 

thty  obey  his  voice  5  they  truft  in  his  pfomifes  for 

f;uidance  and  prote£bion,   and  are  not  difappointed. 

We  are  therefore  di*e£ied  to  pray,  that  the  Lord  of 

•0h€  harvest  would  fenii^  or  rather  (according  to  the 

force  of  the  Greek  word)  thru/l  forth  labourers  into  his 

4aarvcfl^, 

3.  That  only  he  who  fends  foirth  his  mimfters  caA 
enable  them  to  perfevcre.  It  is  a  fervice  of  conti- 
nual exertion  and  cxpence,  and  requires  a  continual 
fupply.  The  oppofition  of  the  world,  'and  the  power 
of  tennptation,  a£ling  upon  tlie  weakneTs  and  de- 
pravity of  the  heart,  would  quickly  prevail  againft 
the  beft  minifters,  if  they  were  left  to  carry  on  the 
warfare  at  their  own  charges.  They  are  at  times^ 
yea  frequently,  in  fituations  an^  circumilances  which 
teach  them  feelingly  the  meaning  of  the  apoftle's 
wordSf  We  luere  preffed  out  (f  meafure^  above flrength^ 
4nfomuch  that  we  defpaired  even  of  life -^^  Beiides  the 
trials  incidental  to  the  Chriftiah  prolfefiion,  whidh 
they  are  expofed  to  in  common  with  others^  they 
liave  many  which  are  jpetuliar  to  their  calling  as 
{preachers  of  the  gofpei    Their  chief  pYe-eminenee 

Vol*.  U.  C  over 
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over  Chriftians  in  private  life  is  a  painful  one  ;  they 
have  the  honour  of  bearing  a  double  fliare  of  the  heat 
and  burden  of  the  day,  and  of  ftanding  in  the  forc- 
tnoft  ranks  of  the  battle,  to  provote  and  receive  the 
fierceft  aflaults  of  the  enemy.  Their  only  refource 
and  hope  is  in  the  faithfulnefs  and  compailion  of  their 
Lord,  under  whofe  banner  and  eye  they  fight,  and 
who  has  faid,  Lol  I  ant  with  you  always^  even  to  the 
4nd  of  the  ivorld, 

4.  That  the  Lord  only  can  give  fucceis  to  their 
endeavours.  Paul  may  plants  and  ApoHosmiay  water ^ 
but  there  is  no  increafe  unlefs  he  affords  a  bleffing  *• 
It  is  at  lead  a  prefumptive'  proof,  that  he  has  called 
^a  man  to  preach,  if  he  owns  his  labours,  fince  he 
has  not  p^omifed  to  own  any  but  thofe  whom  he 
fends. 

We  muft  however  allow,  and  obferve,    that  to 

preach,  falvation  to  others,  and  even  to  be  inftrumen- 

tal  in  faving  fouls,  will  not  abfolutely  prove  that  the 

preacher  is  in  a  ftate  of  falvation  himfelf :  weliopett 

is  generally  fo ;  but  there  are  exceptions  and  in(tan« 

ces,  which  ihould  awaken  our  circumfpe£tion,  and 

keep  us  conftantly  looking  to  the  Lord  in  a  fpirit  of 

humility  and  dependence.   There  was  a  Judas  among 

the  apoltles  ;  and  we  are  aflured  that  at  the  lail  day, 

fome,  yea  many,  will  plead  having  done  great  things 

in  the  name  of  Chrifl,  whom  he  will  notwithftanding 

difown,  as  workers  of  iniquity  f.     Even  the  Apoftle 

Paul  was  impreifed  by  this  thought,  and  he  has  re* 

corded  the  improvement  he  made  of  it  for  our  inftruc« 

tion.     I  keep  tinder  my  hody^  and  bring  it  into  fiibfe£fi$n^ 

left  that  by  any  means  ^  after  I  have  preached  to  others^  I 

myfjelf  Jbould  be  a  caft-away  %. 
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TThe  Gofpel-Meflage,  glad  Tiding. 

Romans  z.  r5. 

l^As  it  is  written,^  How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  ihefn 
that  preach  the  gofpel  ^f  peace ^  arid  bring  glad  tidingi 
rfgood  things  / 

THE  accouht  which  the  Apoftle  Paul  gives  of 
his  firil  reception  among  the  Galatians  *,  ex-* 
emplifies  the  truth  of  this  paflage.  He  found  them 
4n  a  ftate  of  ignorance  and  mifery ;  alienated  from 
'God,  and  enflaved  to  the  blind  and  comfortlefs 
fuperftitions  of  idolatiy.  His  preaching,  accom* 
panied  with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  had  a 
great  and  marvellous  efFe^.  His  principal  fubj^^ 
was  the  death  of  Jefus,  who  had  lately  fuffered  as  a 
maiefador  at  Jerufalem.  Though  the  tranfaftion 
was  paCt,  and  the  fcene  at  a  confiderable  diftance, 
.yet  by  the  manner  of  his  reprefentation,  the  fa£t 
was  realized  to  their  minds;  and  they  could  have 
been  no  more  affc£led,  had  they  been  a<fiually  upon 
the  fpot  at  the  time.  JefusChrift  was  exhibited  to 
them  as  crucified  before  their  eyes  f  •  By  the  fame 
"divine  energy  they  were  inftru&ed  in  the  knowledge 
of  his  chara^er,  who  he  was,  and  why  he  fuffcred ; 
-and  iikewife  underftood  their  own  need  of  fuch  a 
Saviour.  Thus  they  hearkened  to  him,  not  with 
the  indifference  of  the  Athenians,  but  with  applica- 
-tion  of  all  that  he  faid  to  rhemfelves.  They  heardf 
they  believed,  and  they  rejoict^d.  The  apollie  re- 
mtmU  them,  that  they  had  not  received  a  cold  fpe« 

C  a  culfttke 
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clilativc  doftrinc,  but  fuch  a  ortc  as  imparted  a  blef* 
fedncfs  to  them.  This,  indeed,  many  of  them  after- 
wards loft,  when  they  were  unhappily  feduced  by 
f^ilfe  teachers.  But  for  a  time  the  knowledge  of  a 
Saviour  fo  exaSIy  fuited  to  their  circumftanccs  made 
them  happy  \  and  while  they  were  fo,  they  felt  very 
ftrong  emotions  of  gratitufic  and  efteem  for  the  mef- 
fenger  who  brought  them  thefc  glad  tidings.  Though 
he  was  by  many  accounted  and  treated  as  the  oflT*- 
fcouring  and  filch  of  all  things,  the  Galatians  recei- 
ved him  as  an  angel  of  God,  and  attended  to  him, 
as  if  the  Lord,  who  fent  htm,  had  fpoken  to  them 
in  perfon.  And  although  he  had  till  then  been  an 
-entire  ftrangcr  to  them,  his  meflage  opened  a  way  to 
thtir  heart s,  and  they  gave  him  every  teftimony  of 
the  moft  cordial  friendfhip ;  infomuch  thaty  had  it 
hten  poJfibUy  they  ^ouJd  have  plucked  out  their  mvn 
^^eSj  4ind  have  given  them  to  him, . 

Thus,  like  wife,  when  Philip  preached  the  gofpel 
in  Samaria,  the  confequcnc.e  was.  great  joy  in  that 
city  ♦.  But  when  the  gofpel  is  thus  gladly  received, 
there  muft  be  a  fuitable  difpofition  of  mind.  It  is 
fent  to  the  poor.  It  is  defigned  to  btal  the  broken^ 
hear  ted f  to  deliver  the  eapiives,  and  to  give  ftght  to  tl^t 
blind  f.  And  therefore  they  who  are  well  fatisfied 
with  themfelves,  who  fay,  U^e  fee^  and  >^ho  bead 
of  their  freedom,  cannot- poffibly  judge  either  of  the 
;triith  or  of  the  importance  of  the  gofpel-doflrinc. 
As  the  Lord  waters  the  earth  with  a  profufion 
worthjr  ^f  his  magnificence  and  bounty,  and  does 
not  confine  his  rain  to  cultivated  foiU  ;  fo  the  good 
feed  of  his  word  often  filis  up^n  the  highway ^  upcn 
the  rods  J- and  among  thorns  Xi  but  is  only  produc- 
tive upon  the  good  ground  of  an  honeji  and  good 
heart.  Not  that  any  human  heart  is  truly  good  by 
nature,  but  fome  arc  prepared  for  the  reception  of 
the  truth.     A^d  this  preparation  is  the  firft  effc£l  of 

the 
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the  warif  when  it  brings  forth  fruit  unto  life  eter- 
nal. It  undeceives  thofe  who  were  for  a  time  delu* 
ded  with  vain  hopesj  and  convinces  them  that  thej^ 
are  poor,  and  blind,  and  wretched,  and  helpltefs^ 
Then  they  gladly  accept  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  the 
snciTige  is  to  them  a$  life  from  the  dead.. 

The  pafTage  in  the  Prophet  Maiah,  from-  which- 
my  text  is  qiiotcd,  is  very  animated  and  defcriptive. 
Ho^u  beiUttiful  upon  tht  mountains  are  the  feet  of  hint- 
that  bringeth  good  tidings  *  f      Imagine   a    diftreffed 
people,  at  the  will:  and  difpo£siI  of  a  conqueror  who 
vas  juflljt  offended  with  them^  and*  under  an  anxious^> 
trembling  uncertainty  how  be  would  treat  them :  If 
aa  aathonfed  meffenger  Otoi^d^  inform  then^  that» 
inftead  of  the  puniihment  they«  deferved,  the  king 
Touchfafed  them  a  free  pardon,  was  ready  to  receive 
them  with  favour,  and  to;^  bcftow  honours  and  pof* 
feffions  upon  all  who  applied  to  him,  without  ex- 
cepting the  nfK>(l  gwltyv  evea  the  ringleaders  in  re- 
bellion;  how  welcome  would  this  mefl^nger  be  to 
them  !     This,  indeed,  is  beyond  the  manner  of  men. 
Ko  earthly  monarch  has  either  magnanimity  to  make, 
OS  power  to  make  gpod^  fo  gracious  and  unlimited  a 
proclamation  to  a  whole  nationrof  rebels^    But  this  is 
the  manner  of  the  great  God.    Such  an' act^  of  grace  * 
is.  the  gofpel.     An  a^  of  grace  to  (inner s,  yet  found- 
ed in  righteoufnefs)  and  difplaying  the  glory  of  bis 
juftice  equally  with  the  riches  of  m^rcy.     For  it  is 
founded  on  the  mediation  of  the  Son  of  his  love,  '■ 
and  procured  by  Kis  blood*     The  meff^agera  of  this 
grace  are  thus  welcomed  and  honoured  by  thofe  who 
believe  their  report,  and  are  ejleetned  very  highly  in 
love  for  their  nvorl^s  fake  -j;.     We  may  obferve, 

I.  The  meflage  of  the  gofpel  is  glad  tidings  of. 
j^ace  and  good  things. 

II.  The  mefTengers,  or  preachers,  find  ample  r^-- 
wacd  in  their ^r^  and  acceptance. 

C  3^  I.  Accordin^^. 
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I.  According  to  the  Hebrew  idiom,  (which  fre- 
quently obtains  in  the  New  Teftament),  all  good- 
things  are  comprifed  in  the  term-  peace.  They  ate  • 
eminently  compiifed  in  the  peace  of  the  gofpel ;  for 
it  is  the  peace  of  God  luhicb  pajfeth  tinderfiandtng*  It 
brings  a  bleifed  aifurance,  that  Messiah  has  made- 
peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs.  They  who  believe 
this  good  report,  derive  from  it  peace  of  confcience  |- 
and  are  enabled  to  fay,  though  thou  n»ert  jujth  angry,., 
thine  anger  is  turned  away  ^  It  difpels  their  fears 
and  forebodings,  and  infpires  them  with  liberly  to 
come  to  God  as  children  ;  confequently,  on  their 
parts,  alienation  and  enmity  ceafe.  They  no  longer 
conceive  of  him  as  an  avenging  judge  or  a  hard  ma-t 
ftcr.  They  no  longer  difpute  his  authority,  nor  re- 
pine at  his  appointments.  They  become  a  willing 
people.  They  yield  themfelves  to  him.  They  culti*^. 
vate  peace  in  all.  their  connefbions.  The  forgiveiiefs- 
and  bounty  they  have  received,  teaches  them  like- 
wife  to  forgive,  and  be  kind,  as  they  have  opportu- 
nity. They  poflefs  fuch  good  things  as  the  world. 
can  neither  give  nor  take  away :  Communion  with^ 
God,  grace,  wifdom,  and  power.  They  fervc  him. 
with  their  all,  and  are  fupported  by  his  good  Spirit 
in  every  trying  circumftance ;  and  they  have  a  good 
hope,  which  enables  them  to  rejoice  in  tribulatioD» 
and  to  fmile  in  death* 

If  the  wickednefs  and  obftinacy  of  mankind  were 
not  fo  ftrongly  defcribed  and  exemphfied  in  the  Bible^ 
and  if  we  could  forget  that  this  obflinate  perverfe- 
nefs  was  once  our  own  chara£ier,  we  ihould  find  it 
difficult  to  conceive,  after  we  underftand  the  nature 
and  deiign  of  the  gofpel,  upon  what  grounds  a. 
fcheme  fo  wifely  and  completely  adapted  to  relieve 
men  from  mifery,  to  promote  their  prefent  comfort^ 
and  to  fecure  their  future  happinefs,  fhould,  inftead 
qf  being  received  with  thankfulnefs,  generally  ex- 

citC:. 
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cite  contempt  and  oppofition.  Can  the  world  afford 
a  peace  whkh  fhail  abide  and  cheer  the  heart  un- 
der all  the  changing  circumftances  incident  to  us  in 
this  mortal  date  ?  Can  it  propofe  any  good,  any  ho- 
nours, profit,  or  pleafures,  worthy  of  being  compa- 
red with  the  honour  which  cometh  from  God  only, 
the  light  of  his  countenadce,  and  the  riches  of  glory  ? 
Can  the  influence  of  the  world  preferve  us  from 
trouble,  or  fupport  us  under  it,  or  delivrer  us  out  of 
it  ?  Has  it  any  charms  c^abk  of  foothing  the  an« 
guifh  of  a  wounded  confcience  ?  Can  it  obviate  the 
ftroke,  or  overcome  the  fear  of  death?  Or  can  it 
infpire  the  foul  with  confidence  and  joy,  in  the  con- 
templation of  that  approaching,  day,  when  we  mufi: 
all  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  [the  fupreme  Judge  ? 
That  the  world j  tf  we  pofiefled  the  whole  of  ^»„CJQ- 
not  do  thefe  things  for  us,  is  acknowledged  SLlpi- 
nji  and  felt  by  all.  The  gofpei  propofes  a  ^xqf^i 
for  every  care,  a.  balm  for  every  wound  ;  and*  none 
who  make  the  experiment  of  its  efficacy  are  difap- 
Dointed.  In  other  cafes^  they  who  have  received 
great  obligations  may  fpeak  highly  of  their  bene- 
fador  i'  and  they  who,  beyond  hope,,  have  been  re- 
covered from^  a  dangerous  malady^  may  commend 
the  fkill  and  care  of  their  phyfician,  to  thofe  who  arc 
labouring  under  the  fame^ifeaf:?,  without  giving  of- 
fence. But  if  they  whahave  obtained  life  and  peace ' 
by  believing  in  Jefus,  proclaim^  his  goodnefs,  and 
pmnt  him  out  to  their  fellow-finners  as  the  only 
Phyfician  and  Saviour  of  fouls,  their,  teftimony  is 
charged  with  foUy^  and  their  endeavours  reje<3:ed 
with  fcorn,  as  oiEcious  and  impertinent.  Men,  while 
left  to  thcmfelves,  wi!K  aot  come  to  him  that  they 
may  have  life.  The  God  of  tnis  vTO'^U  fo  works 
upon  their  prejudices,  pride,  and  paffions,  ^'i^ 
though  the  light  of  truth  fiiines  arounjj  them  like  the 
Kght  of  the  fun,  the  eyes  of  their  mind  are  bhnded, 
and  they  are  pleafed  yith  their  darkneft,.,aiid  unwii- 

.  .     C.4.         ,      "         '  ling. 
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ling  to  fee  *;  Hence  of  the  fevr,  comparatively, 
who  are  favoured  with  a  clear  and  faithful  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  gofpel,  the  greater  part,  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed, rcjeiSt  the  counfel  of  God  againft  themfelves ;, 
and  his  minifters,  in  all  ages,  have  had  caufe  to  adopt 
the  prophet's  complaint,  Lord,  who  hath  belhved  our 
r/portj-F  It  woujd  be  thus  univerfally,  if  th€  Lprd, 
who  gave  the  word,  and  who  fends  forth  the  preach^ 
ers,  had  not  engaged  his  promife,  that  they  (hall 
liot  labour  whpJfjr  ip  vain,  nor  fpend  their  ilrength- 
for  nought.  He  prepares  a  people  to  ferve  him,  and 
to  ihew  forth  his  praife.  And  while  fome  mock^ 
others  rcfufe.  to  hear  :f,  and  others,  with  an  indo- 
lent indifFerenpe,  are  content  to  hear  again  and  again^, 
there  are  others  whofe  hearts  are  opened  to.  receive 
the*tf^u^  in  the  teve  of  it*  They  hear  and  believCc 
ta^yemfling  life. 

1rti^*ftie   inftruments  of  tim  happy  change  finde 
their  reward  in  theit  work.     In  beipg  Qwined  to  thci 
falvation  of  a  few,  they  are  compenuted  for  all  the 
oppofition  t}iey  meet  with  ffom  the  manyj^  and  tbij.- 
on  a  twofold  accounts 

Firftj^  and  principally,  Jcr  tlt^  kve  ti^  buir  to  tfim 
Lordy  and  tg^fiuls for  his  Jakt. 

To  fee  bis  nanie  made  precious  to  the  hearts  o£ 
finners  \  to  fee  thofe  who  were  blind  admiring  his^. 
excellency;  to  (be  thofe  who  were  fo  far  off  from. 
God  brought  (p  nigh  \  to  fee  thofe  whawere  wretch*. 
ed  rejoicing  in  his  goodnefs.;  10  hear-  thofe  whofe- 
lips  were  filled  with  folly,  falfehood,  or.  blafphemyj^ 
jgroclaiming  his  praife  \  fu,ch  faiutary  efl^&s  of  their 
miniftry  fill /A^iw  likcwife  with  praife  and  jby:  ant^ 
when  their  hearers  exjrefs  the  power  and  fpirit  o€ 
the  gofpel  in  their  tempers  and  conduft,.  they  caii* 
fevj  WW  ive  livef  if  JQU Jianifajl  in  the  LordJ^ 

A, 
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A  fecondarf  fatisfadion,  which  of  itfelf  is  fuffi* 
cient  to  make  them  full  amends  for  all  the  fcorn  of- 
an  unkind  worldy  is  the  Jbare  they  have  in  the  affec» 
tions  of 'the  people  who  are  thus  benefited  by  their 
miniftry.     This  is  the  popularity  which  alone  is  de- 
firable.     It  would  be  a  fmall  thing  to  be  able  mere* 
ly  to  hold  a  multitude  by  the  ears  ;  but  to  be  apprp^** 
vcd  and  lo¥ed  by^tliofe  to  whom'  the  Lord*  has  mide 
them  ufeful,  is  a  high  honour,  and  a  fource  of  fub«i^ 
Jime  pleafurc. .  When  Peter  and  John  •  had  healed>) 
the  lame  mran,  I  doubt  not  but  they  were  more  af-^ 
fc£b?d«bytthe  fimple  honeft  teftimony  of  hif  grati-^ 
tade,  than  by  the  unmeaning  wonder  of  all  the  fur« 
rounding  multitude.:    II  a  true  fervant  of  the  Lordy 
by  any  advantage  of  abilities  or  elocudon,  ihould  at« 
tach  a  large  congregation  t(>*a  pe-rfonal  regard  for- 
himfelf,  fliould  ..be  admired^astd^:  beloved-  by-  them, 
and  yet  difcover  no  attachment  in  them  to  the  Sa- 
viour  whom  he  preaches,   their  partiality  to   him% 
would  give  him  but  little  pleafure.     He  would  be^ 
more  ready  to  weep  over  them^  than  to  rejoice  in. 
the  preference  they  gave  him^   For  he  feeks  not  their 
applaafe,  but  their  edification  |.  and  he  aims'  not  to^ 
promote  his  own  gl^ory^  but  the  glory  of  him  who  * 
fenthim  fw    He  is^  iodeedi^  giadvto^&e  them  attend^" 
ing  upon  the  means  which  Grod  has  promifed  to  bleft^^ 
But  the  faithfulnefs  and.clofenefs  of  his  addrefilss  to 
their  conTcienceS)  by  which  many  «.are  (bener  oe  l^ter  > 
difgufted^and  driven  away,  is  a  proof  that  he  ddt^p-^ 
not  want  them^nerely  to  niake  up^'a  niunbeM*  about 
bim.)    They  who  make  the  office  of  a  preacher  an 
occafion^^whereby  to  promote  their  own  intercft  or 
npucatioift,  may^  perhaps, ,  obtain  the  reward  they^ 
£eek  f^bat  It:  is  {iich  -z^  rewards  as  can  only  fatisfy  a 
weak.  axiA^ mercenary  mind^  and  from^him,*  whofe> 
same  they  proftitute)  they  can  only  expe£);  the  re- 
ward ai&gn&d  tOiliypocrites  and  unbelievers* 
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But  true  Chriftians  will,  and  do,  fet  a  high  valufr-- 
upon  the  minifters  who,  with  fimplicity  and  godlf -. 
fincerity,  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  evidence  that  they  are  influenced  by  a  re- 
gard to  the  glory  of  God,  anid  to  the  good  of  fouls  ;^.^ 
and  they  give  proof  of  their  af{e:£tion  in  more  ways  , 
than  by  fpeaking  well  of  them. 

I,  By  the  fatisfadlion  with  which  they  accept  a 
faithful  miniftry,  as  a  balance  to  the  trials -they  meet 
with  in  common  life.     There  are  many  poor,  and  , 
many  ziBiSted  people,,  who  have  little  comfort  in 
the  things  of  this  life,    and  in  their  own  houfes-  ^ 
Spme  are  pinched  by  penury,  and  fome  who  live  in 
opulence,  yet  dwell,,  as  the  Pfalmift=  expreffes  it;*,  . 
in  the  fire,  and  among  lions.  They  fuflir  not  lefs  than  , 
the  others,  though  in  a  diflPerent  way,  from  the  un- 
kindnefs  and  oppofition  of  their  neareft  conneflions. . 
But  in  the  houfe  of  •God,  th^y  are  fatisfied  and  com« . 
forted.     And,  according  to  the  words  of  the  pro- 
phet, though  the  Lord  is  plcafed  to  give  them  the 
btead  of  adverfity,  and  the  water  of  affliftion  f ,  yct,^ .. 
fince  their  teachers  are;  not  removed  into  corners,  but  ^ 
they  have  free  accefs  to  the  preaching  of  his  word,  ^ 
and  can  attend  upon  a  minifler  who  careth  for  their 
fouls,  and  meets  them,  when  they  are  weary,. ^^A  . 
a  ivord  in  feafifiy  they  bear  their  appointed  crofs,with  : 
cheerfulnefs.  .  Though  they  have  much  bitternefs  o£ 
heart  at  home,  known  only  to  thjemfcbes,  they  have. 
a  plcafure  which  a  ft  ranger  intermcddleth  not  with,.  ^ 
when  they  go  up  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord;     But  if.  ^. 
the  inftrumeutt    who   is  the  meiTenger  of-  God  to 
them  for  good,  be  removed,.,  and  they  are. deprived- 
of  thefe  opportunities,  the  regard  they  bore  him  is.  .. 
manifeiled  by  their  forrow  for  lofing  him;  which. 
often  affedls  them  mpre  fenfibly  than  all  their:  :pther;, 
griefs* 

2#^By  taking  kindly  and  in  good  part  his  moft^; 

fearchiiig,. 
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&arching  difcourfes  in  public,  or  even  his  reproofs 
and  admonitions  in  private^  if  needful.  For  they 
know  that  he  watches  over  their  fouls,  as  one  wlio 
jTiuft  give  an  account  *.  And  becaufe  they  love 
him,  they  do  all  in  their  power  to  make  the-  fervice 
a-  pleafure^  and  not  a^- grief  to  him.  They  do  not 
ixrifh  him  to  fpeak  fmooth  things  to  them,  or  to  en«^ 
tertain  tliem  with  the  difcuffion  of  points  in  which 
they  have  little  concern^  but  to  hear  that  which  is 
fukable  to  their  own  cafe  and  circumftances.  And 
if  the  preacher  difcovers  to  them,  that  through  inad- 
vertence, they  have  allowed  themfelves  in  any  wrong 
pra£hice,  or  have  lived  in  the  omiffibn  of  any  duty, 
xf^ead  of  being  offended  with  his  plain  dealing,  they 
love  him  the  better  for  it. 

3.  By  their  tenderiiefs-and  fympathy  with  him  in^^ 
all  his  exercifes ;  and  by  their  care,  according  to 
their  ability,  to  make  bis  fituation  comfortable,  and 
to  avoid  every  thing  that  might  give  him  juft  occa- 
sion for  complaint  or  grief.  The  trials  of  a  faithful 
minifter  are  neither  few  nor  finalL  His  work  i» 
great;  he  is  fure  to  meet  with  enemies  and  difcourage" 
ments.  He  travels  in  birth  for  fouls  f  5  he  is  pained 
by  the  oppofition  of  the  wicked,  the  inconftancy  of 
the  wavering,  and  the  inconfiftency  of  many  who 
make  profcflion  of  the  truth.  He  feels  many  anxi* 
cties  for  thofe  who  are  enquiring,  the  way  to  the 
kingdom,  left  they  fljculd  be  turned  afide  and  hin- 
dered \  and  too  often  the  hopes  he  had  itidulged,  of 
fome  who  difcovcsed  a  concern  for  religion^  are  dif- 
^pointed.  His  inward  conflif^s  are  many.  He  of- 
ten walk«'  in  much  weakncfs,  fear,  and  trembling:};. 
When  he  confwlers  what  he  is,  what  he  ought  10  be, 
and  what  he  has  to  do,  he  is  often  diftreiftd,  afraid, 
and  aihamed,  and  unable  to  fpeak.  His  pSith  is 
fprtad  with  (hares,  his  heart  wounded  with-Mnpta-  . 
ticns.    But  his  judicious  hearers  liave.fome<^ know- 

C  (5  '  Icd^c 
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kdge  of  what  he  entiures  for  their  fakes  and  xtt 
their  fervice ;  they  love  him^  pity  him,  and  pra)i 
fer  him,  jund  their,  kind  attCfitiQa  comforts  him  ua^^ 
4er  all  his  tribukiions. 

SometiBaes  their  regard  is  rather  improperly  ez*^. 
preiTed  ;  as^when  tbej^  not  only  value  his  miniftry»., 
but  hoM  him  fo  hignly*  ».  faiEOU»te^  that,  they  can. 
Irardly  hear  another*     A  preference  is  certainly  due 
to  the  perfon  who  is  made  efpecially  uieful;  but  no 
faithful  preacher  Ihould  be  flighted.    Though  giftfti 
and  abilities  are  npt-  eq^ual  in  aB,  yet  they  are  all 
the  Cord's  meiTengers,  and  entitled  to  regard* 

Again,   it  Is  an   improper  regard,   if :  they  yields 
them&lves.  implicitly . to,  hun>^  to  be.  governed  by  his 
will.     8q;  fair  as  w^  fpeak  agreeablyLto  the.  fcripture, 
which  is;the  rule  and  Handard  of  faith  apd  pradice 
both  to  you  and  to  us,  we  are.  authorifed  ta  require 
your    attention    and   obedience;    but  you  are   not: 
bound  to  receive  what  we  propofe  merely  upon  our 
own  authority,     ^'herc  arc  thofe.  who  account  igno^- 
rance  the  mother,  ol  devotion,  and  expe^  an.  jmpli-  - 
cjt  compliance  with  their  injunflions,.  by  virtue  of. 
their  ofiice  and  perfonal  influence.     ]^ut  a  true  mi-^ 
niiler  will   account  it  >  his  honour  and  pleafure  to~. 
preach  to  an  enlightened  people,  wlip  love  and  ftudyt- 
the  Bible,  and»  like  the  Bfreans,  feareh  the  fc|ip- . 
lure*,  to  fee  if  things. are  fo  as  reprefented.     JP>; 
have  p9,  dominkn  over,  youffaiihi  but  ivj/k  to  he  helferrs 
if  y^^^py\*    Nor  do  we  pretend,  to  dominion  over.- 
your  purfes,  though  we^  are  to.  remind  you  of  the- 
apoftk'a  fi\\zj^y  To  da^goQify  ani.U  cfinmutmati^  for^^^ 
g€tnotX* 

Hqw  mucb^  are  they  .to  Be  pitied;  wb©.  aceouot- 
that  word,  of  grace  a  burden,  which  to  thofc  whe>n 
y^ceiv#  il  with  thanklulnefs,  proves  the.  balm  and^ 
eordia)  of  life  l  Take  h^efi  bow  you  hear.     If  the  go£f$ 
Ipel  is  npt.  jnaste  to  jou  a  favput  of  life^  it,  will  1^  »:i 

favouiijir 
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bvour  of  death.  It  will  aggravate  your  giuft  aixt* 
condeauiation,  and  leave  you  utterly  hopelefs  and^ 
inexcufeable.  I(t  jppa  cQjtitinue.  impenitent  and  ob« 
fiinate,  the  hour  is  coming,  when  yon  v(rill  wiih^ 
yiou  had  nem  heard  of  the  name  of  Jefus.  It  had 
iieen  bettrr  fipr  yoi>  nevtr.  to-  have  been  born,  or  ta 
have  lived  and  died  among  the  favage  Indians^  or. 
to  have  been  an  idiot  or.  a  lunatict.-to  the  end  of  your 
days,  than  to  have  lived  where  the  do£trine  of  fil- 
iation was  publtfiied  in  year  hearing,  if  you^fioaHj^* 
"^ZQed.  the  couofd  oi  Gpd  againft  yourfelves  f 
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The  Progrefs  of  the  Gofpel.^ 

Romans  x.  it^ 

*Thelr  found  went  into  all  the  earthy   and  thehr^ 
words  unt$  the  end  •f  the  world* 

^HE  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God*.     The  gran-* 
deur  of  the  arch  over  our  heads,  the  number  and 
luilre  of  the  ftars,  the  beauty  of  the  light,  the  fplen- 
dor  of  the  fun,  the  regular  fucceffion  of  dajr  and  night, 
and  of  the  feafons  of  the  year,  are  fuch  proofs  of  in* 
finite  wifdom  and  power,  that  the  fcripture  attributes 
to  them  a  voice,  a  univerfal  language,  intelligible  to  '■ 
all  nmnkind,  accommodated  to  every  capacity.  There 
is  no  fpeech  nor  language,  where  their  voice  is  not 
heard.     The  combined  efFeft  of  the  vifible  works  of  . 
the  great  Archite3;,  prefles  a  declaration  upon  the- 
car  of  reafofi-"— TX^  hand  that  made  us  is  divine.     We-  . 
muft,  however,  underfiand  it  of  the  ear  of  right  rea- 
fon.     The  loudeft  voice    is  unnoticed  by  the  deaf. 
Thus  it, ought  to  be,  and  thus  it  would  be,  if  man-. 
were  indeed  a  rational  creature,  as  he  proudly  boads   . 
himfelf.     That  the  fa£l  in  generai  is  otherwife  ;  that 
the  bulk  of    mankind  are  no  more  affected  by  the-, 
works  of  God,  than  the  beafts  of  the  field  •,.  that  the 
pbilofophers  who  profefs  to  ftudy  them,   Jo  faintly- 
dilcern,  fo  frequently  deny,  the-grcat  firft  Caufe  of 
all,  is  a  proof  that  lin  has  darkened  and  depraved  the   - 
nobleft  powers  of  the  foul,  and  degraded  man  into    ' 
the  Itate  of  an  inattentive  idiot.     However  the  evi- 
dence., if  it  does  not  excite  his  admiration  and  praife^.  , 
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18  abundantly  fufficient  to  convid  binir*of  fttipidityr 
and  ingratitude,  and  to  leave  him  without  excufe  *. 

This  pafiage,  taken  from  that  fnblime  ode  of  Da^^ 
Tid)  the  nineteenth  Pfaimy,  is  applied  by  the  apoftle  to 
iUuftrate  the  ehara£ker,  and  die  progrefs  of  the  ftiU 
more  wonderful  difpiay  of  the  divine  perfe£kionS| 
^  which  God  has  made  known  by  the  glorious  gofpeU 
A  variety  of  trmhs  Ihine  (like  ftars-in  the  firmament) 
in  the  fyftem  of  revelation.  But  jmncipally  Jefu8> 
the  Sun  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  the  fource  of  fpi« 
f  ttual  light  and  life,  anfwers  to  the  defcription  there 
given  of  the  material  ftra.  His  g^ing  forth  kfrem  tha 
end  of  hiaveny  and  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  M^  and., 
there  is  nothing  hid  from  his  heatf^ 

But  the  fulfilment  of  the  promifes  refpedjilig  Mss-: 
siah's  kingdom  is  progreffive^^  So  far  as  this  pro* 
phecy  has  been  a<2CompH(hed,  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
has  been  Te^^^aled.     It  is^bis  doing, ^  and  may  juflly  be 
marvellous  in  our  eyes.-  The  truth  of  the  prophecy  .. 
wiU  be  proved  by  its.  final  com{^tk>n ;.  wfaichv  tfaougb    * 
not  likely  to  takie  place  in  our  time,  we  may  be  afiu-^.. 
ed  that  it  cannot  fail,  for  the  Lord  hathr  fpoken  it.  . 
And  befides,  we  have  a  fufficient  pledge  and  fecurityr^ 
for  the  whole,  in^  what  he  has  akeady  done.     It  was 
not  neceflary  for  the  fulfilling  of  this  prophecy,  nor 
confiftent  with  the  tenor  of  many  other  prophecies,  , 
tl^t  the  fpr ead  of  the  gofpel  fhould  be  inflantaneous    , 
and  univerfal  on  its  fir(t  publication*     Messiah  is  to 
rule  in  the  mtdit  of  his  enemies,  .tiU  the  appointed 
feafon,  when  all  enemies  fhall  be  fubdued  iHider  his 
feet.     The  go(pel>  the  rod  of  his  poster,  is  fo  admi*. 
rably  adapted  to  the  neceffities  of  mankind,  that  the 
obftrudiions  it  has  met  with  muii  be  afcribed  co  their 
wifkednef^  and  obAinacy.    Not  that  they  could  ro^ 
fift  the  will  o(;6od.     Had  he  intended  to  give  it  uni* 
verfal  fuccefs  from  the  beginning,,,  the  event  would 
hoave  Jbeen  anfwerable.    But  it  was  his  pleafure  to   ■. 

condu^l  >^ 
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condud'tBe  difpenfationof  it,  fo  as,  otr  die  one  handy. 
to  difplay  his?  foTcreignty,  wtfdomi.  and  power,  and^ 
•n  the  other,  to  aflbrd  a  fuU  pfoof ^  of  the  depravity 
and  alienation  of  the  heart  of  mair*  This- point  \%* 
fo  much  mifunderftood  and  mifreprefented,  thaf>. 
though  it  is  attended  with  great  difficulties,  efpeci- 
ally  if  we  give  way,  to  Tain  reafonings  upon  it,  I  (halL- 
venture,  in  the  prefcnt  ^foourfe,  to  offer  a  fe^ 
thoughts  towards  clearings  the  fuhjle^,  and  vindica- 
ting (if'^  very  attempt  be  ziat:pieruniptuous},ther 
ways  of  God  to  mam. 

When  the  Sun  of  righteoufitefSf  after-a  l&ng  nighfec 
«f«  darknefs>  arofe  upon  the  world,  there  appeared  ?tn 
ftrong  probability  thadt  the  prophecies  concerning  the, 
extent  of  his  vital  inStieiace,  from  eaft  ta  weft,  from  < 
pole  to  pole,  would  foon  be  completely  realized*     In* 
m  very  (hort  fpace  he  was  known  and  adored  by  muU- 
titudes^  through  the  greateft  part  of  the  Roman  em- 
j^re,  and  beyx>nd  its  Hmits*    But,  perhaps,  for  about/* 
lieventeen  hundred  years:  fince  that  perioNd, ,  the  boun* 
daries/ofhiaf kingdom,  tbou^  theyhavc  been  akered,«. 
have  not  been  miftch  enlarged^    If  he>has  fince  iiu 
fbme  meafiire  enlightened  the  more  wefieni  parts  of: 
ikit  globe,  the  ea£efn  ,regi<»i8,  whioh  once  rejc»iced>* 
hi  his  light,  are  now  overwhelmed  with  gfofs  Ma-^ 
bommedan  darknefs.     And  if  we  were  capable  of  in^-t 
veftigating  the  ftate  of  the  world  at   this  day^  we> 
ftould  probabty  find,  that  &«e  out  of  fii^^of  the  humane 
race  now  living,  never  lb  much  asheardof  the^name^ 
of  Jefus  aa^  Saviour.'.  There  is  reafea  to  fear  bkewife,/. 
that  in  the  nations  who  profeiledly.. call,  him  Lord^,, 
and  are  not  unwilling  to  be  themfekes  called  Chrif«: 
tians,  a  greatecT  proportion  than  of'five  out.  of  Ox,  ard: 
no  lels  ftrangera  to  his  power  and  gracCf  than  thor 
Mahonunedans  who  re je^  hinv  ot  the  heathens  whord^. 
never  heard, of  hinn 

There  is  not  ■  p«;rhap»^  »  dcrker  chapter  •  in  -thei* 
took  o£  divine  providence,  nor  a  meditation  whicks 
Mlb.  £•£  SL  more  abfblute  fuhjeQion;  and .  iubmilfiQa^j 
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to  the  holy  wiH  and  unfearchable  wifdom  of  Goi^ 
than  this.     The  &r(l  fpread  of  the  gofpel  proved  it 
to  be  a  divine  expedient,  fully  capable  of  producing 
all  the  great  purpofe$  which  the  prophets  had  fore*^ 
told,  and  whicli  the  ftate  of  the  world  required.     It. 
reconciled  men  to  God,  to  themCelves,  and  to  each 
other.     It  fubdued  their  paf&ons,  regulated  their  af- 
fe^ions,  freed  them  from  the  guilt  and  bondage  of 
fin,  from  the  love  of  the  world,  and  fr-om  the  fear  of' 
death.      Wherever  the  do£brine  of  the  crofs  was 
preached,  it  produced  that  falutary  diange  of  con* 
du£b  which  {i^ilofophy  had  long  attempted  in  vain  }. 
and  rai£ed  men  to  that  life  of  co^nmunion  with  God» 
of  which  philofophera.had  no  conception.     Such  wa& 
the  bright  morning  of  the  gofpeKday.     But  in  time>. 
]rea,  in  a  little  time,  dark  clouds  obfcured  its  light». . 
ks  progrcfs  was  impeded,  and  in  a  manner  ftopped. 
On  one  hand,  the  profeffion  and  name  of  the  gofpel 
gave  occafioa  to  mifchiefs  and  abominations^  which 
bad  b^CB  unknown -among  the  beathen&v  ii;>^  that  the. 
part  of  the  world  which  received  the  name  of  Chrlft* 
endom,  was  little  diftinguifhed  from  the  reiti  in  a  re- 
ligious viewj,  but  by  a  fierce  and  rancorous  fuper(li«L 
tion,  which  tyrannized  over  the  confciences,  liber ties» 
and  the  lives  of  men..    On  the  other  hand,  as  I  have 
gbfisrved,  the  v^tj  name  of  Chriftianity  was  reftrain-^ 
ed  to  a  fmaU  por^on  of  the  earth  \  many  nations  have, 
not  heard  of  it  to.  this  day  y  and  many  who  once  pro^ 
fj^fied  it  have  renounced  i(  long  ago.. 

Thus  the  fa£l^  ftands*  We  cannot  deny  It.  But. 
how  (hall  we  account  for  it  ?  Infidels  and  petty  rea-> 
foners.  think  they^  here  fiod  an  invincible  objediion. 
%gainft  the  tTuth*  They  fay^^  <^  If  the  gofpel  you 
<<  fpeak  of  be  fo  Salutary  and  neceflkry,.  if  it  be  indeed 
*^  the  greateft  tS^Qc.  oi  the  divine  goodnefs,  why  haa. 
«<  not  God,  who  is  the  common  l^^a^her.  of  mankind^. 
<»  afforded  it  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth }  and  why; 
•*  is  it  reftrained  to  fo  few  ?"  But  I  think  we  may  re- 
ton^  the  qu^eflioHi  and  Uf,  them  who  propof^  it  give^ 
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foch  an  anfwer  (if  they  can)  as  (hall  not  amount  to 
)  confeflion  ef  the  obftinacy  and  ungrateful  folly  of 
mankind.     When  the  world  faw  the  happy  tendency^ 
and  effeds  of  this  gofpel  in  the  age  of  the  apoftles, 
why  did  they  not  univerfally  receive  it  ?  We  know 
tiiat  when  tht*  ufe  of  the  mariner's  compafs,  the  art 
of  printing!  and  many  other  inventions  that  might' 
be  named,  were  tlifcovered  in  one  country,  they  were 
prefently  adopted  by  the  furrounding  civilized  na» 
tions.     Even  the  recent  attempts  to  venture  through 
the  air  with  a  balloon,  hazardous  as  th^y  certainly 
are^  and  infignificant  with  refpe6^  to  real  uiefulnefs^ 
are  likely  in  a  little  time  not  only  to  engage  the  no- 
tice, but  to  excite  the  imitation,,  of  Europe.     Why 
then  was  the  gofpel,  the  mod  beneficial  and  import- 
ant difcovery  &e  world  has  been  favoured  with,  the 
only  one  that  has  been  treated  with  general  contempt? 
Certainly  our  Lord  has  affigned   the  true  reafon^. 
JLigbt  is  come  into  the  woridj    but  men  hve  darkmfs 
luiha^  th&n  light i  htcaufe  their  deeds  tfr#  fvri*»    Thcv 
hate  the  light,  they  will  not  come  to  it,  nor  will  they- 
permit  it  to  come  to  them  if  they  can  pofiibly  prevent  ^ 
it     This  glorious  gofpel  of  the  blef&d  God  has  been  ' 
and  dill  is  (hunned  and  dreaded,  and  every  human- 
precaution  and  exertion  has  been  employed  to  with- 
ftand  and  fupprefs  it,  as  though,  like  the  peftilence, 
it  was  baneful  to  the  welfare  of  fociety.     May  we 
not  fay,  ipeaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  that  the 
Lord  has  done  enough  to  confirm  his  own  exprelb 
and  folemn  declaration,  that  he  has  nopleajure  in  the- 
death  ef  the  wicked^  but  that  the  'Vjicked  may  turn  front' 
his  way  and  iivefl     He  has  raifed  up  a  fucceflion  of 
faithful  fervants,  from  age  to  age,  to  publifh  chefc 
glad  tidings.     The  reception  they  have  met  with,  not-, 
only  from  the  heathens,  but  from  nominal  Chriitians,. 
is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  ec- 
defiaftical  hiflory ;.  which  contains  little  more  than  a 
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detail  of  the  arts  and  cruelties  by  which  the  cml  and 
ecclefiaftical  powers  of  almoft  every  kingdom  where 
the  gofpel  has  been  known  have  endeavoured  to  fup- 
prefs  it. 

The  nation  of  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  has  but 
little  right  to  afk,  Why  the  gofpel  ot  Chrift  has  been 
fpread  no  farther  among  the  heathen  ?    The  provi- 
dence of  God  has  favoured  us  with  peculiar  advan« 
tages  for  this  fervice.     Our  arms  and  commerce  have 
opened  us  a  way  to  ^e  mod  diftant  •parts  of  the 
globe ;  and  of  hite  years,  the  enterprifing  fpirit  o£ 
our  navigators  has  added  almod  a  new  world  to  the 
difcoveries  of  former  times.     How  far  have  our  plans 
been  formed  with  a  fubferviency  to  the  great  defign 
of  evangelising  the  heathen  ?    How  much  have  we  - 
done  to  promote  it  in  Afia,  where  our  influence  and- 
opportunities  have  been   die   greateft  I    What  tm- 
prefiion  of  the  name  and  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  has  out. 
condud  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  India  ?     But  I 
forbear— Fafts  are  too  well  known  to  need  recital  \.: 
too  glaring  to  need*  a  comment,    k  is  true,  we  have 
an  incorporated  fociety  far  propagating  the  gofpel  ixi^ 
foreign  parts,  and.  we  hear  of  mifiionaries  *,  but  of 
the  good  effe£ls  of  their  miffions,  as  at  prefent  con-, 
du&ed,  we  neither  hear,  nor  expedl  ro  hear.    While 
America  was  ours,  the  efforts  of  a  few  individuals « 
from  the  northern  provinces  in  the  laft  and  prefent* 
century,  were  not  without  fuccefs.     But  I  fear  this  is 
all  the  honour  we  can  clainx.     Some  good  has  been  ^ 
done  by  the  I>ani{h  mii&on  to  Tranquebar ;  but  L. 
believe  our  influence   in  it  has  been  rather  nominal  > 
than  eflFe&ive.     The  extent  and  ef{e£l$  of  the  labours 
of  the  Vnisas  Fratrum*^  compared  with  their  cir- 
cumftances   and  refources,  muit  not  be  omitted  on 
this  occafion.    They  doubtlefs  excite  admiration,  and 
thankfulnefs  to  God,  in  every  ferious  mind  acquaint- 
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eil  with  the  fubje£t.  But  excepting  in  thefe  inftaib- 
ceS|  I  believe  the  heathens  have  derived  but  little 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  from  their  connexions  with 
Chriftendom,  fov  fome  ages  paft.  And  i  think  none  of 
the  commerciaf  nations  in  £usx>pe  have  had  the  propa- 
gation of  Chriftianity  lefs  at  heart  than  the  EnglilK 
What  obligations,  the  natives  of  Africa  are  under  tO' 
us»  for  in6ru(!:]lion  or  example,  may  be  efttmated,  ia 
part,  by  a  curfory  furvey  of  the  Uate  o£  our  Weft* 
IncUa  iflands. 

That  the  gofpel  is  fo  little  known  in  the  world,., 
and  fo  little  received  where  it  is  known,  cannot  be  fa 
properly  afcribed  to  the  will  of  God,  as  to  the  wic«^ 
kednefs  and  wilfulnefs  of  men.  Undoubtedly  he  to 
whom  all  things  are  poffibk,  who  has  s^folute  powec 
over  the  hearts  of  his  creatusesi  could  make  a  way 
for  the  univerfal  recepticm  of  it«  And  we  truft  that- 
in  his  owu  time  he  will  do  fo.  But  powtr  is  not  hia^ 
only  attribute.  It  would  be  raih  and  abfucd  to  ixxp* 
pofe  that  the  great  God  wiU  do  every  thing  that  he 
can  do.  We  are  fure  that  he  will  do  what  is  worthj^ 
of  himfelf  \  but  of  this  his  own  infinite  wi£dom  is  the 
only  competent  judge.  What  is  becoming  of  his  peK-«^ 
fe£tions  and  holy  governmenti  we  can  know  no  fatw 
ther  than  he  is  pleafed  to  inform  us.  But  it  certain- 
ly becomes  us  to  lay  our  hands  upon  our  mouths^, 
and  our  mouths  in  the  dult,  when  we  contemplate 
his  condu£t ;  or,  if  we  do  fpeak,  to  adopt  the  Apof-^ 
tie's  language,  Ob.  the  depths  of  the  riches^  both  of  the 
nvifdotn  and  knowledge  of  God  I  How  unfearchabie  are- 
his  judgments^  and  his  ways  pafi  finding  out  L  For  of  hkm^ 
and  through  him%  and  to  him  are  all  things >  To^whont 
be  glory  for  ever  *. 

However,  my  text  i&  f ulfiUing^  and  (liall  be  f ulfiU 
kd.  This  joyful  found  has  akeady  been  fpread  iar. 
abroad,  in  defiance,  of  all  attempts  to  reftrain  it. 
ItfyUitudes  from  age  to  age  have  heard  it,  and  found. 
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4t  to  be  the  power  of  God  unto  falvatioh.  An J  it 
would  be  eafy  to  prove,  if  it  belonged  to  my  fub}ed» 
that  the  fuperior  advantages  of  civilization  which 
•Chriftcndom  enjoys  are  remotely  owing  to  the  know* 
jedge  of  reveiatiom  To  this  muft  be  chiefly  afciibed 
the  different  ftate  of  this  illand  from  what  it  whs 
ivhen  vifited  by  Julius  Caefan  Yea,  our  modern  phi- 
iofophers  would  make  but  a  poor  figure,  were  they 
defpoiled  of  all  the  plumes  they  have  borrowed  from 
the  bock  they  affe<^  to  defpife.  Farther,  the  purpofc 
tif  God  to  fave  finners  by  faith  in  his  beloved  Son, 
is  the  primary  fpround  of  that  patience  and  long  frff- 
fcring  which  he  ftill  exercifes  towards  fuch  a  world 
as  this.  And  fome  imperfect  traces  of  this  defign, 
^anfmitted  by  tradition,  are  probably  to  be  found, 
:though  wofully  disfigured,  among  evety  nation  and 
)>eople  under  heaven  :  which  have  at  leaft  prefervcd, 
in  a  degree,  the  notices  of  right  and  wrong,  and  fome 
faint  warnings  of  confcience,  in  the  mod  favage  (tate 
of  human  nature.  But,  were  it  not  for  reafons  con- 
ncded  with  the  defigns  of  his  mercy,  we  can  fcarcely 
conceive  that  the  Holy-  God  would  have  perpetuated 
the  race  of  mankind  in  a  itate  of  rebellion  and  enmity 
^gainft  his  government.  Qr  if  he  had  permitted  them 
to  multiply,  and  left  them  wholly  and  abfolutely  to 
themfelves,  without  interpofing  fome  reftraints  upon 
their  depravity,  I  believe  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
would  have  been  no  better  than  incarnate  fiends. 

The  prophecies,  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment,  encourage  us  to  hope  for  a  time,  when  the 
light  of  gofpel-truth  will  break  forth  with  meri- 
<dian  brightnefs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  be  revealed, 
and  all  fiefli  (hall  fee  his  falvation.  As  a  pledge  of 
this,  and  of  the  truth  of  the  whole  fcripture,  we 
have  what  may  be  called  a  ftanding  miracle  conti- 
nually before  our  eyes  \  I  mean  the  ftate  of  the  Jews, 
who,  though  difperfed  far  and  wide  among  many 
nationsy  are  every  whet e  prefervcd  a  diftin£i  and  fe« 
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.parate  people.  The  hiftory  of  the  world  affords  no 
other  inftance  of  the  like  kind.  The  great  monai%- 
chies,  by  which  they  were  fucccffively  conquered  and 
fcattered,  have  fucceffively  perifhed.  Only  the  names 
-of  them  remain.  But  the  people  whom  they  defpifed, 
•  and  endeavoured  to  exterminate,  fubfiil  to  this  day>4 
-and  though  fifted  like  corn  over  the  earth,  and  appa^* 
rently  forfaken  of  God,  are  ftill  prcfcrved  by  his  won- 
derful providence,  unafFe£led  by  the  changes  and  cu& 
toms  around  them ;  ftill  tenacious  of  the  law  of  Mo« 
fes,  though  the  obfervaitce  0f  it  is  rendered  impra£li« 
•table.  Many  days^  many  ages  they  have  lived,  as  the 
pro{^et$  foretold  they  (hould,  without  a  temple,  with- 
out  facrifice  or  prieft  ^.  As  yet,  many  heathen  na« 
tions  are  permitted  to  walk  in  their  own  ways.  But 
at  length  the  fulnifs  of  the  Gentiles  Jhall  come  in,  and 
mil  IJrael  shall  be  /aved\;  The  revolutions  and  com- 
motions in  kingdoms  and  nationsi  which  aftonifii  and 
perplex  politicians,  are  all  bringing  forward  this  great 
event.  The  plan  of  the  human  drama^  to  us,  who 
only  fee  a  (ingle  fcene,  is  dark  and  intricate  ;  but  the 
cataftrophe  is  approaching ;  and  in  the  clofe  of  the 
whole,  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  will  be  admired 
and  adored,  and  all  holy  and  happy  intelligences  will 
acknowledge  with  tranfport.  He  has  done  all  things 
nvell 

But  the  point  I  am  chiefly  to  prefs  upon  my  hearers, 
IS)  that  this  word  of  falvation  is  fent  to  you|«  How 
the  great  Judge  will  deal  with  the  heathens,  who 
were  never  favoured  with  it,  he  has  not  feen  fit  dif- 
tin£lly  to  inform  us*  But  thus  far  he  has  aflured 
IAS,  that  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  yea  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  than  for 
thofe  who  have  the  privilege  of  knowing  tlie  go& 
ipel,  if  they  rcjeft  it  fl..  To  them  much  is  given,  and 
of  them  much  will  be  required,     Po.  not  think 

minifterii 

*  Hof.  Ui,  4,5.  f  {torn.  ti.  %5i  %6i  \  A^  nil.  ^; 
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minifters  afluming  if  they  magnify  their  office.    We 

have  no  reafon  to  think  highly  of  ourfelves.     Nor 

would  you  be  blameable  for  difregarding  us  if  we 

fpoke  in  our  own  names.     But  if   we  preach  the 

truth  oi  the  gofpel  in  fimpltcity  and  (incerity^  then 

we  fpeak  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  demand  your 

attention.     Do  you  aft:  for  our  authorit?y  and  com- 

fniffion  i     Afk  your  own  confciences.     If,  like  Fe- 

lixy  when  you  mean  only  to  indulge  your  curiofily 

by  hearing  u$|  you  are  conftrained  to  tremble  * ;  if 

we  force  upon  your  mind  the  remembrance  of  what 

'you  have  faid  or  done  4  if  our  mefiage  makes  you 

4ineafy  and  difiatisfied  with  yourfelves  ;  if  you  can* 

not  avoid  feeling  at  fome  times  the  truth  of  our  prin« 

ciplesy  and  the  neceflity  of  the  change  we  would 

prefs  upon  you ;  if,  though  you  have  been  repeated* 

Ij  difpleafed  and  offended  with  what  you  hear»   and, 

perhaps,  have  gone  away  purpofing  or  threatening 

that  you  would  hear  it  no  more,  you  (till  appear  a« 

mongft  us — then  you  have  a  fu&cient  proof,  that  the 

minifters  are  tent  and  authorifed  to  fpeak  to  you,  and 

we  take  your  coafcicnces  to  witoefs  that  we  preach 

vthe  truth. 

^  At5h  uiv.  %Si 
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¥rty  do  4he  heathen  rage^  ar.d  the  people  mnpr.e  a  vath 
thirg?  ^he  kitfgj  oj  the  tarth  Jet  thtmfilves^  and 
the  rultrs  take  xtuTiJii  ix^yether^  ogawjl  tie  Lord,  and 
again/f  his  Ancinted  s /e^yhtr f  Let  us  kreak  his  bondi 
^f under y  and  caji  awa^  lis.  cords /rem  us* 

iT  is  generally  admitted,  that  the  inftimtcs  of 
■^  ChriOianity,  as  contained  in  the  New  It  (lament, 
do  at  lead  exhibit  a  beaaitiful  and  falijtary  fyftetn  of 
Hicrals  J  and  that  a  fiirctte  compliance  with  the  prc- 
reptf  of  our  Lonf  and  his  Apoflies  would  haVc  a  good 
cffcft  \jpon  fcciety.  Few  infidels  have  ventured  to 
contradi£l  the  common  fenie  of  mankind  fo  far  as 
to  deny  this.  Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  au- 
thcr  of  tliis  inftitutton>  it  we  judge  by  the  hittory  and 
character  given  of  him  by  the  e?angeiifts>  exemplified^ 
in  the  highcft  pcrfe£lion>  by  his  own  conduf^,  the 
piecepts  which  he  enjoined  to  his  followers*  Whife 
he  lived  as  a  man  amongft  men,  the  tenor  of  his  be*- 
haviour  was  fuch  as  became  the  friend  of  mankind. 
Though  he  fubmitted  to  a  low  eftatCi  and  often  fuf-> 
fcred  hunger,  ihirlt,  and  wearincfs,  we  do  not  read 
of  his  havirg  wrought  a  fingle  miracle  merely  for 
his  own  relief.  But  the  wants  and  calamities  of 
others  continually  excited  his  compaffion  and  enga- 
ged his  afiiitance.  He  gave  fight  to  the  blind,  heakh 
to  the  ficky  and  fometimes  wiped  away  the  tears  of 

mourners^ 
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-mourners,  by  rcftoring  their  dead  to  life.  He  en* 
dured  tainger  himfelf ;  but  once  and  again  provided 
food  for  multitudes,  left  they,  having  nothing  to  eat| 
ihoiild  faint  by  the  way.  Nor  did  he  confine  hid 
-afts  of  benevolence  to  his  lollowers,  but  was  eafy  of 
accefs,  and  granted  the  Yequell  of  all  indifcriminate- 
iy  who  applied  to  him.  He  'went  about  doing  godd  *, 
•and  often  pat  himfelf  in  the  Way  of  thofe  who  would 
•not  otherwife  have  known  hifti.  And  though  he  was 
oppofed,  calumniated,  and  laughed  to  fcorn,  he  con^ 
tinued  unwearied  and  determined  in  the  fame  caufe, 
lieilowing  benefits  on  all  around  hinfi,  as  occafions 
offered,  and  returning  good  for  evil.  May  we  not 
with  reafon  aCk,  Wht  then  did  Jews  and  Heathens, 
i>riefts  and  people,  tcribcs  2tnd  Sadducees,  rage  (o 
furioufly  againft  hiin,  who  did  nothing  amifs,  who 
did  ali  things  Weil  ?  Why  did  perfons  of  the  moft 
oppofite  interefts,  parties,  and  fcntiments,  who  could 
agree  in  nothing  elfe,  fo  cordially  agree  in  oppofing 

MhSSlAH  ? 

His  gofpel  bseathcs  the  fpirit  of  the  great  Author, 
and  has  -a  diredJ  tendency  to  make  men  happy  and 
nieful.  Wherever  it  Was  publifhed,  in  the  firft  age, 
among  the  Heathens,  many  of  them  turned  from  the 
worfcip  of  dumb  idols,  to  ferve  the  living  and  true 
God.  It  taught  and  enabled  th'em  to  renounce  r/h* 
godiinejs  and  iiwr.'dJy  luftSy  and  to  live  foherlyy  righte- 
oujlyy  and  godly  f ;  and  it  (till  produces  the  fame  ef- 
fe<its.  The  world  now  bears  the  nanftc  of  Chriftian  j 
but  under  this  new  and  honourable  name  it  retains 
the  fame  fpirit  as  formerly.  Many  who  are  Called 
Chriftian>  are  no  lefs  under  the  power  of  evil  tem- 
pers and  evil  habits,  than  the  heathens  to  whom 
the  apoftles  preached.  But  where  the  gofpel  of  the 
grace  of  God  reaches  the  heart,  a  real  and  obfer- 
vable  change  is  produced.  The  profane  perfon  learns 
•to  fear  an  oath,  the  libertine  is  reclaimed,  the  drun^ 

VcL.  !!•  D  kard 
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kard  becomes  fober,  and  the  mifcr  kind.  Whcrc- 
cver  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  is  known  and  received, 
inftances  may  be  found  of  perfons  who  were  a  ter- 
ror and  a  burden  to  their  families,  being  delivered 
from  the  (lings  of  a  guilty  confcience,  from,  the  do- 
minion of  headftrong  paflionsy  from  the  flavery  of 
habitual  wickedncfs,  and  made  peaceful  ufcful,  and 
exemplary  members  of  fociety,  by  what  the  apoiUe 
calls  the  preaching  of  the  crofs.  And  we  challenge 
hiftory  to  ihew,  that  an  abiding,  confident  reforma- 
tion, was  ever  cffefted  by  any  other  doctrine,  in  a 
fmgle  province,  or  city,  or  village,  ^r  even  in  a  iingle 
family. 

What  then  (hall  we  fay  of  that  zeal  which  kindled 
the  fire  of  perfecution  againft  our  Lord  and  his  a- 
pofiles,  and  his  folio wers^  through  a  fucceffion  of 
ages  ?    What  ^is  the  common  principle,  the  bond  of 
union,  which  at  this  day  ccnned&s  people  who  differ  fo 
widely  in  other  refpeits,  and  points  their  difpleafure 
from  all  iidos  againft  this  one  objed  ?    In  a  former 
difcourfe,  [Ser.  17.]  I  briefly  mentioned  the  princi- 
pal grounds  of  that  diilike  which  the  Jews  manifcft- 
ed   to  Messiah's  perfonal  miniftryj  and  I  obferved, 
that  they  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  nature  of  fallen 
man,  and  therefore  not  peculiar  to  any  one  age  or 
nation.      The  gofpel   always  did,  and  always  will,- 
produce  the  fame  happy  change  in  thofe  who  receive 
it ;  and  provoke  the  fame  oppofition  and  refentment 
in  thofe  who  do  not.     The  agings  will  be  different 
as  circumftances  vary,   but  the  principle  is  univer- 
fally  the  fame.     In  this  ifland,  which  the  good  pro- 
.  vidcnce  of   God  has    diftinguifhed  by  many  (ignal 
,  and  peculiar  favours,  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution 
;  nno   government  is  friendly  to  liberty  of  confcience 
.  and  the  rights  of  private  judgment;  fo  that  our  reli- 
:  gious  profeffion  does  not  expofe  us  to  the  penalties  of 
fire  and  (word,  ftripes  or  tortures,  imprilonment  or 
banifliment*     Such  trials  have  been  the  lot  of  our 

forefathers ; 
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fbrefacfaers;  when  the  fcrvants  of  Gdd,  under  th'e 
^ttames  of  Gofpellers  or  Puritans^  were  treated  as  here- 
tics of  the  worft  fcrt.     We  are  bound  to  acknow- 
4tdge  with  thankfulnefs  the  bleffings  of  reh^ious  and 
civil  liberty  which  we  enjoy.     But  the  world  at  large 
around  us  is  not  more  favourably  difpofed  to  the 
rgrace  and  rule  of  Messiam's  kingdom,  than  it  was 
in  the  days  of  Heathen  and  Popiih  darknefs.     The 
tongue  at  lead  is  unredrained,  and  out  of  the  abutl« 
dance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  will  fpeak.    The  gofpe! 
offends  the  pride  of  men,  by  confidering  them  all  oif 
a  levels  as  finners  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  and  by  pro- 
.pofing  only  one  method  of  falvation,  without  admit^^ 
ting  any  difference  of  plea  or  <rhara£ler.     It  ofFendii 
-them  Hkewife  by  its  ftri£inefs.     Like  Herod,  they 
might  perhaps  confent  to  do  many  things  *,  if  shcy 
-were  left  at  liberty  to  pleafe  themfelves  in  oth^s,  in 
which,  though  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  will  of  God, 
they  will  not  fubmit  to  be  controlled  5  and  therefore 
they  are  much  difpleafed  with  the  gofpel,  which,  hf 
affording  no  allowance  or  connivance  to  the  leaft 
known  fin,  but  prefcribing   a  rule  of  univerfal  hoH- 
nefs,  crofles  theirinclinations  and  favourite  inter  Jls. 
When  Paul  preached  at  Ephefus,  Demetrius  and  his 
companions^ perceived  that  their  craft  was  in  danger. 
This  was  the  Teal  caufe  of  their  anger,  but  they  were 
aihamed  to  avow  its  and  therefore  their  ollenl?)le 
reafon  for  oppofing  him'wasof  a  religious  kind  f  and 
they  profeilcd  a  great  concern  'for-  the  honour  of  Dia- 
na.    Few  perhaps  would  have  given  themfelves  much 
trouble  to  promote  or  prefcrve  the  giain  of  the  craftf- 
tntn  5  but  a  pretended  regard  fot  the  worfhip  whi^h 
•had  been  long  eftablifhed,  was  a  popular  topic,  which 
wrought  powerfully  upon  the  fuperftition  of  the  ig- 
norant multitude,  and  thbufands  were  prefen(?Iy  in- 
duced to  Join  with  them  in  the  cry,  Great  is  Diana  of 
the-EphtJtans* 

D  2  The 
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The  like  arts  «ire  fttU  pra<aifcd  with  the  hke  fuc* 
cefe.  The  fame  fecret  motives  are  difguifed  by  the 
fame  plaufible  pretences.  The  deteitfulnefs  and  wic- 
kednefs  of  the  heart  appears  in  no  one  in-ftance  more 
plainly  than  in  the  cavils  which  are  repeated  and 
multiplied  againft  the  grace  of  the  gofpeh  When 
we  preach  a  free  falvation  by  faith  in  Jefus,  and  pro- 
pofe  his  obedience  unto  death)  as  the  fare  and  only 
gfiound  of  acceptance  with  God )  when  we  fny,  in 
the  words  of  the  apoftle,  to  the  vileft  of  finners  who 
feel  the  burden,  and  fear  the  confequences  of  their 
fins,  Btheve  m  the  Lord  Jejvs  Chrift^^  and  thou  Jhalt 
he  faved  *,  a«  alarm  is  raifed,  and  a  concern  pre« 
tended  far  the  itrtcrefts  of  morality.  The  doctrine 
i^ijalvatknifyjaithonlyy  is  charged  with  opening  a  ^ 
door,  a  ilood-gate  for  liccntioufnefs ;  and  it  is  fup« 
pofed,  that,  if  this  doflrine  be  true,  people  may  live 
as  they  pleafe,  and  ft  ill  comfort  them  (elves  with  the 
expeftation  of  heaven  at  laft,  Confidertng  our  na* 
tural  propenfity  to  truft  in  ourfelves  that  we  are  righ* 
teous,  I  do  not  wonder  <hat  perfons  wlio  are  compa-* 
ratively  fgber  and  •decent  fliau4d  fpeak  thus,  while 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  ftri<9:nefe  df  -the  holy  law  of 
God,  and  of  die  depravity  of  their  own  hearts.  But 
1  fometimes  wonder  that  they  are  not  a  little  difcon* 
certeid,  by  the  charadlers  of  many  (fo  di&re«t  from 
what  th^y  fuppofe  their  own  to  be)  who  join  with 
them  in  the  objeftions  they  make.  For  in  this  point, 
with  tlie  fcber  and  decent,  the  licentious  and  pro£i- 
gate  readily  concur  \  and  whoremonger^  adulterers^ 
drunkards*  and  profane  fwearers,  almo(t  equal  them 
in  gravely  expreffing  their  appreheniions,  that  the 
do^^rine  of  falvation  by  grace  will  prove  very  unfa- 
vourable to  the  practice  of  good  works.  How  very 
remarkable  is  this — that  the  virtuous  and  the  vile^ 
the  moft  refpediable  and  the  moft  infamous  people, 
fibould  fo  frequently  agree  in  fentiment^  and  unite  in 

oppofing 
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eppofing  the  gofpd,  profeflidly  from  the  fame  mo- 
^ve.  But  thus  ic  was  at  the  commencement  of  Mes- 
siah's kingdom^  kings,  rulers,  pricfts,  and  people, 
all  confpired  and  raged  againft  him.  Herod  and  Pi- 
late, the  Jewifli  elders  and  the  Roman  foldiers,  the 
Pharifees  and  the  Sadducees^  thua  difi^ered,  and  thus 
screed.  They  hated  each  other  tiM  he  appeared  y 
but  their  greater  common  hatred  to  him  made  them 
a£t  in  concert,  and  they  fijfpended  their  mutual  a- 
nimofity,  that  they  might  combine  to  deftroy  him. 

I  may  feem  to  have  digrefled  from  the  immediate 
fcope  of  my  text,  but  1  judge  it  proper  to  bring  the 
fubjeft  home  to  ourfelves.  If  I' confined  myfelf  to 
prove  that  the  enemies  of  bur  Lord >  when  he  was 
upon  earth,  were  very  unreafonable  and  unjuft  in 
treating  him  as J:hey  did,  I  (houki  have  an  cafy  tafk, 
and,  I  fuppofe,  the  ready  aflfent  of  all  my  hearers. 
But  there  may  be  perfons-  prefent,  who,  thou;;h  they 
Kttle  fttfpeft-  themfelvesi  are  equally  raifled  by  pre-- 
judices ;  and  under  a  femblance  of  zeal  for  a  form 
of  godlinefs,  oppofe  the  truth  and  power  of  it,  upon 
the  iiime  principles*  and  in  the  fame  fpirit  as  the 
Jews  and  Heathens-did  of  old.  The  Jews  who  con* 
demiied  Messiah  to  death,  blamed  their  forefatherc,  ' 
for  perfscuting  the  prophets  who  foretold  his  appear- 
ance *  ;  but  their  own  conduiV  towards  him  was  a 
proof,  that  had  they  lived  in  the  days  of  the  prophets, 
they  would  have  ;a£led  as  their  fathers-had  done.  .So 
the  refentment  tliat  many,  who  bear  the  Chriftian 
name  in  this^  day,  difcovcr  againft  thed^^lrines  of 
the  gofpel,  and  againft  the  people  who  profcfs  them,. 
15  a  proof  that  they  would  have  concurred  with  thoftj 
who  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  had  they  lived  in 
Jerufalem-at  that  time* 

In  this  prophecy,  David,  under  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  fpeaks  of  the  future  as  actuatly  pre- 
feat.     He  f.iw  the  refiftance  that  would  b<5  ma'ds'cO' 

D  3  ti« 

*  Matt,  xxlii.  3,CV3''«f? 


5  8:  Oppofition  to  Mejftah  unreafenable.       Sen  33.- 

the  perfon  and  kingdom  of  Messiah  by  the  powers 
of  the  world  ;  that  they  would  employ  their  force 
and  policy  to  withftand  and  fupprefs  the  decree  and 
appointment  of  God.  The  queltion,  Why  ?  iniplies 
that  their  oppofition  would  be  both  groujidlefs  and^ 
intftetlual. 

I .  It  *was  entirely g roundUfs  and unreafonahle.    Mes- 
siah was  indeed  a  King,  and   he  came  to  fet   up  a. 
kingdom  that  fhouJd  endure  for  ever      But  his  king- 
dom is  not  of  this  world  y  and,  if  rightly  underftood^. 
would  give  no  umbrage  to  hum.m  govcrnmenta.     It 
does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  princes*     His. 
fubjefts  arc  indeed  primarily  bound  by  the  laws  of 
their  immediate  King,  and  they  muft  obey  God  rather 
than  man  *,    if    man  will    prefume  to  enjoin    fuch- 
laws  as  contradict   his  known  will.     But  with  this 
exception,  it  is  a  part  of  the  duty,  they  owe  to  their: 
Lord,    to  obey  thofe  whom  he  has  placed,    by  his- 
providence,  in  authority  over  them*     The  kingdom 
of  Messiah  has  little  to  do  with  what  we  call  poli- 
tics.    His  people   are  taught  to  render  to  C^sar  the 
things    that   are  Casar's f^  and  to  yield  a  peaceful' 
fubjedion  to    the  powers   that  be,   under  whatever 
form  of  government  their  lot  may  be  caft.     They 
are   strangers   and  pilgrims  upcn  earth  :][,  their  citi- 
zenfliip^  treafures,  and  converfation,  are  in  heaven  ^, 
and  they  have  no  more  dired  concern  with  the  in- 
trigues and   parties  of  politicians^   than  a  traveller 
has  in  the  feuds  and  difturbances  which  may  hap- 
pen in  a  foreign  country  through  which  he  is  paf- 
fiiig.     They  are  to  obey  God,  they  are  to  obey  kings 
and  governors  in  fubordination  to  God,  they  are  to 
render  to  all  their  due  *,  tribute  to  whom  tribute^  cus* 
torn  to  ivhom  custom^  honour  to  whom  honour^*     But 
where  they  cannot  comply  with  the  laws  of  govern-- 
ment  without  breaking  the  laws  of  God,  then  they 
.are  not  to  obey,  but  to  fuffer  patiently,  committing 
i:.^  their. 
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their  caufe   to  him  whom  they  ferve  ;   well  knowing 
that  he  is  abie  to  prote£fc  or  rehevc  them,  fo  far  as 
his  wifdom  judges  it   fit,  and  to  m.ike  them  abun- 
dant amends  for  all  they  can  fufFer  for  his  fake.     I 
am  not  a  dire6t  advocate  for  the  doftrines  of  pafBve 
obedience   and   non- refillance   in    the  '  large (l   fenfe. 
r  fet  a  great  value  upon  the  bleffings  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  I  reverence  the  conftitutional  rights 
of  nations,  particularly  of  our  own.     But  they  arc 
all  dependant  upon   the  will   of  our  Lord ;  and  I 
know  not  by  what  means  they  can  be  preferved  to 
a  people,  when  their  fins  have  made  them  ripe  for 
judgment.     But  let  the  dead  hury  their  dead'*.     Go4 
will  never  want,  inftruments,  when  it  is  his  pleafure 
to  relieve  the  opprefled,  or  to  abafe  the  proud.     For 
thefe  purpofes,  he  over-rules  the  counfels  and  affairs 
of  men,  pours  contempt  upon  the  defigns  of  prin- 
ces, and  takes  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs.     The 
fubjeds  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom  have  only  to  com- 
mit their  caufe  to  him,  to  wait  upon  him,  to  obferve 
and  to  admire  his  management.     Their  beft  intereft 
is  always   fafe.     And  even  the  troubles  they  meet  , 
with,  are  appointed-for  (heir  good.     But  if  they  fo  ^ 
far  conform  to  the  world,  as  to  take  an  aftive  and 
decided  part  in  the  difputes  and  contentions  around 
them,  they  ufually  difhonour  their  Chtiftian  charac- 
ter,   and   obftru£t    their   own   peace   and   comfort. 
There  may  poffibly  be  fome  exceptions.     God  may 
fometimcs  place  a.  fervant  of  his,  by  ths  leading  of 
his   providence,  in  a  poft  of   high  political   impor- 
tance, as  he  did  Jofcph  and  Daniel,    but  I  beheve 
fuch  inftances  are  few;. and  if  any  venture  of  their 
own  accord  beyond  the  proper  line  of  their  calling 
a«  Chriilians,  the  event  is  ufually  grief  and  lofs  to 
them.     They  are  defcribed  in  his  word,    as   thofe 
nvho  are  quiet  in  the  land -^^  and  fuch  (hould  be  their  - 
deportment. 
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Wc  arc  furc  it  was  thus,  in  the  firft  and  golden  \ 

f^ays  of  Chriftianity.  The  Roman  go^^ernment  was. 
then  abfolute,  arbitrary,  and  oppreffive.  Tiberius,. 
Caligula,  Nero,  and  others,  who  prefided  over  it,, 
and  bore  the  name  of  S.oman  etnperors,  were  be-^ 
yond  meafure  vile  and  abominable :  one  of  them- 
was,  by  a  decree  of  the  Roman  fenate,  ientwiced- 
to  death  as  a  public  enemy  to  ipankind — but  the 
Chriftians  neither  diiputed  their  right,  nor  difobey- 
ed  their  authoriiy.  Kings  and  rukrs,  therefore,.. 
liave  nothing  to  fear  from  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  The- 
maxims  of  found  policy  would  engage  all  their  ia-*^ 
fluence  in  facilitating  its  pi;ogrefs,  for  true  Chriftians. 
will  affuredly  be  good  fubjt(£ls.  Impatience  of  fub- 
ordination,  contempt  of  lawful  authority,  tumults,. 
riots,  and  confpiracies,  are  evils  which  would  have 
no  place  if  the  gofpel  was  generally  received.  But 
princes  have  been  ufually  expofed  to  the  flattery  of. 
defigning  men,  who,  by  their  arts  and  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  have  feduced  them  to  aft  contrary,  to  their 
true  interefts.  Their  miftaken  efforts  to  fuppref&. 
that  caufe,  which,  if  maintained,  would  have  beea. 
the  be  ft  fecurity  of  their  t]ax)nes,  have  often  ftained 
the  annals  of  their  reign  with  innocent  blood,  and 
illled  their  dominions  with  mifery.  .  Hiftory  fur-. 
nifties  many  inftanccs  of  kings,  who  might  otherwife 
have  lived  beloved  and  died  lamented,  that  have  in- 
volved themfclvcs  and  their  families  in  the  calamities, 
with  which  they  unjuftly  punilhed  ihofe  who  defer- 
ved  their  prottclion.     For, 

2.  Oppofition  to  Messiah  and  his  kingdom  is. 
1.10  Icfs  vein  and  iaeffeElual^  than  unreafonable  and: 
j.;Tcundlefs.  Nor  is  it  vain  only,  but  ruinous  to.. 
tncfe  who  engage  in  it.  "What  did  the  Jews  buildL. 
when  they  rtjtdcd  the  foundation-ftone  which  God. 
l:ad  laid  in  Zion  ?  They  aded,  as  they  thought, 
with  precaution  and  forefight.  They  fajd.  If  lue^. 
4/  lirn  thvs  alcve^    all  men  luill  Iclhvs.  cn^  kirn  s    and, 
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the  Romans  Jhall  conu  and  take  anuay  both  our  place  and 
our  nation*,     Foolifli  politicians  !' Did  they  prefervc 
their  city  by  crucifying  the  Son  of  God  ?    The  vcry^ 
evil  they  feared  came  upon  them.     Or  rather,  be- 
ing abandoned  of  God  to  their  own  counfels,  fhey 
brought  it  upon  them^feives.     In  a  few  years  the  Ro- 
mans, with  whom  they  appeared  fo  detirous  to  keep 
upoa  good  terms,  dcflroyed  their  city  with  an .  un- 
heard-of deftruftion,  and  exterminated  them  from' 
the  land.     T-hiswas  an  emblem  of  the  inevitable,- 
total,  irreparable  ruin,  which  awaits  all  thofe  who 
perGfl  in  reje£Jing  the  rule  of  Messiah.     The  na- 
tion, the  individual,  that  will-  not  fcrvc  him,  muftv 
furely  perith. 

Ah  !  If  finncrs  did  but  know  what  the  bonds  and 
cords  are,  which  they  are  fo  determined  to  break  j . 
if  they  knew  that  his  fervice  is-  perfect  freedom ;  if 
they  w-cre  aware    what    more   dreadful  bonds  and 
chains  they  are  livetting:  upon  themfelves,  by  refu- 
fing  his  eafy  yoke,  they  would   throw-  down  their 
arms  and  fubmtt.     They  think,  if  they  yield  to  the  - 
gofpei,  they  muil  bid.adieU' to  pleafure.     But  what- 
will  become  of  their  pleafure,  when,  the  day  of  bis 
forbearance  being  expired,  he  will  fpeak  to  them  in* 
his  wrath,  and<  fill  them  with  hopelefs  horror  and 
difmay  ?. 

Blefs  the  Lord,. ye  favoured •  few,  whofe  «yes  are  ' 
opened,  whofe  hearts  are  foftcned,  and  who  are  be- 
come the  willing  people  of  this  Saviour.     Yet  a  little 
while,  and  he  will  appear  again,  and  then  yoa-aifO'> 
flaalL  appear  with  him  in  glory  \ 

•  John  xi>  48* ' 
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Oppofition  to  Meffiah  in  vain.  > 

Psalm  ii.  4. 

Hi  that  Jiitetb  in  the  heavens  Jb all  laugh  f  ib&'Lord.. 

Jkall  have  them-in  derifion, 

THE  extent  and  efficacy  of  the  depravity  of  man- 
kind)  cannot  be  fully  eftimated  by  the  conduA 
of  heathens  deftitute  of  divine  revelation.     We  may 
fay  of  the  gofpel,  in  one  fenfe^  what  ,thc  Apoftle  fays 
of  the  law,  //  entered  thai  Jin  might  abound  *.  •  It 
afforded  occafion  for  difplaying  the  alienation  of  the 
heart  of  man  from  the  blefled  God  in  the  ftrongeft 
light.     The  fenfuality,  oppreffion,  and  idolatry  which 
have  prevailed  in  all  ages,  fufficiently  prove  trie  wic- 
kednefs  of  men  to  be  v&ry  great.     But  the  oppofition 
which  they  who  have  rebelled  againft  the  government  . 
of  their  Great 015,  make  to  the  propofais  of  his  grace, 
is  a  proof  Aili  more  itrikin'g.     If  (in  has  fo  hardened 
their  hearts,  and  blinded   their  eyes>  that  of  them- 
felves  they  neither  can  nor  will  implore  his  mercy  ; 
yet  it  might  be  thought  that  if  the  great  God,  whom 
they  havefo  heinoufly  offended,  (hould  be  pleafed,  of 
his  own  goodnefs,  to  make  the jfir/l  overtures  of  re- 
conciliation, and  to  invite  them  to  receive  pardon^ 
tlcy  would  gladly  attend  to  his  gracious  declaration  j 
cfpecially.  when  they  are  informed,   ttiat  to  preferve. 
them  from  periflnng,  he  gave  op  his  only  Son  to  fuf-- 
ferings  and  death.     But  when  they  not  only  defy  his . 
pcwer  bit  infult  his  goodnefs  5  when  they  rejea  and 
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blafphetne  the  Saviour  whom  he  commends  to  them ; 
when  they  are  but  the  more  exafperated  by  his  ten- 
ders of  mercy;  when  they  fcorn  his  meffage,  and 
perfecute  his  meffengers  by  whom  he  intreats  them 
to  be  reconciled  \  this  mad  and  ungrateful  carriage 
fhews  fuch  a  rooted  enmity  agatnit  God  in  fallen 
men,  as  even  the  fallen  angels  are  not  capable  of  dif- 
covering.     For  Mbssiah  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of 
angelsy  nor  did  he  make  propofals  of  mercy  to  them. 
But  he  did  take  upon  him  our  nature^    Pie  vidted  us    > 
in  perfon,  for  us  he  lived  a  fufFerer,  and  died  that  we 
might  live.     The  prophets  forefaw  and  foretold  the 
reception  he  wpuld  meet  with,  and  their  prediftions 
were  fulfilled.     The  Jews  who  profefled  to^  expe£t    - 
him,  and  the  heathens  who  had  not  heard  of  him, 
united  their  utmoft-- efforts  to  withftand  and  defeat 
the  purpofes  of  his  unexampled  love.     What  muft    ' 
the  holy  angels  think  of  the  bafenefs,  prefumption,    . 
and  obitinacy  of  fuch  creatures  I 

But  rebellion  againft  God  is  not  only  wickedncfs,  . 
but  folly  and  infatuation  in  the  extreme.     Whi  ever 
bardetud  hirnfelf  agaitifl.the  Lord  and  profpered  *  ?     He 
whom  they  oppofed,  and  againft  whom  they  thought 
they  had  prevailed  when  they  fa w  him  dead  upon 
the  CTofsj  foon  refumed  his  glory  and   his   throne.    • 
The  text  therefore  principally  reipefts  the  oppofition  * 
made  to  his  gofpel  and  to  his  kingdom  after  his  afcen- 
fton,  which  is  ft  ill  canying  on,  but  which  always  was, 
and  always  will  be  in  vain^     The  words  I  have  read 
oi&r  two  points  for  the  confolation  of  thofe  who  love 
him,  and  for  the  timely  confideration  of  thofe  who 
have  hitherto  difregarded  him.     . 

I.  'That  hejituth  in  the  heavens*. 

II.  The  notice  he  taketh  of  his  enemies.  Hefmilet 
at  their  rage^  and  treats  both  their  power  and  their 
policy  with  contempt.   * 
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I.  He  whom  Qod  has  anointed,  (therefore  called- 
MrssiAH),  he  agaiaft  whom  kings  and  rulers,  nations 
and  the  people  xz^y^^iteth  in  tbt  heavens.     He  has  . 
finiflied  his  gr«at  work,  and  entered  into  his  reft  ; 
havipgby  himfelf  purged  ouKjim^  he  is  immoveably 
feated  on-  his  throne,  at-  the  right  hand  #/*•  the  Majefty 
on  high  *.     He  is  the  Head,  King,  and  Lord-  of  prin- 
cipalities,   dominions,    and  powers,    poflefTed  of  all' 
'duthority,  unchangeably  fixed  over  all,  God  hieffedfar 
evermore  \,     In  this  charafter  he  is  the  Reprcfenta* 
ti.Ye,   High  Pri^ft,  Advocate,    and  Shepherd  of  all 
who  put  their  truft  in  him^     He  is  ever,  mindful  of 
them.     While  he  is  preparing  a  place  for  them  near 
hifnfLlf,  by  the  pow,cr  of  his  Spirit  he  maintains   an 
iotfrrcourfc  with^them,  and  manifefls  himfelf  to  them 
as   he  docs  not  to   the  M'orld.     By  hia.  providence, 
which  ruleth  over  all,  he  manages  their  concerns  up- 
on earth,  fapplies  their  wants»  and  gives  them   pre- 
fent  and  effectual  help '.a))d,uippoT:t  in  their  time   of 
trouble.     'Jo  him  their  eye^. and  hearts,  are  direfted, 
ili^,  Uck^to  him   and  are.,  enlightened  \^  Arcngthened, 
7\.vA  cpmfoxted^     And  uudet  his  protc-flion,  they  are 
fafe.     IJc  having  taken  charge  of  ihem,  anA.engaged- 
to.fave.them.  to  the,  uttermo[l>  tn  weapon  firmed  a*^ 
ginvjl  them  uin  pro/per.     Now   they  may  draw  nigh" 
to  God  wiihf  bokinffs>  for  they  have  One   ivho  ever  - 
liveih  to  make  inUrc^ionfor  thtvut    Now   they  may 
lay.a{ia.e  all  anxious   uneasy  cares,  for  they  have   a 
mighty  Frlei\d  who^  careth  far  them.    Now  they  may  • 
fay,   each   one  for  himfelf,   I  wll  iritft  and.  not  be  . 
id\fiidj  for  the.  Lard  Jch^v^h  is.  my  Jlrength^  and  my 
Jhngy  {iud  my  fahaticn  gi .  Whether  you  have  indeed  - 
fled  to  him  lor  rduge.  as..thc  hope   fet  before  you, 
cojnmitted  your  foul  to  hin?,,  and  accepted  him  in  all: 
hiij  offices,  as  your  Prophet,  Pxitft,  and  King,  is  a. 
poiiit  of  experience;  if  you  have,  he  knows  it,,  for  he 
eij^laled  you.. to.  do  it;  and.  h?.  will  not. dKiipgoint  the  . 

hope- 
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hope  and  expedlation  which  he  himlelf  has  wrought 
in-  you.  If  you  have,  merhinlcs  you  muft  know  it 
likewife.  Have  you  not  done  it  more  than  once  ? 
Do  you  not  -darly  repear  this  furtender  of  yourfelf  to- 
hhn  ?  It  is  certainly  poffibte  to  aflent  \o  the  truths 
of  the  gofpcl,  cenfrdered  merely  as  doftrines  or  pro- 
pofitions,  y^a  to  plead  and  difpute  for  them  with. 
much  feeming  carneftnefs,  and  yet  to  be  entirely  a 
ftranger  to  their  power.  But  I  truft  that  they  to 
whom  I  now  fpeak  will  undcrftand  me.  0.ur  Lord 
reminded  Nathanael  of  what  had  paffed  under  the 
fig-tree  *',  when  Ire  thought  hrmfelf  alone.  Do  not 
I  remind  you  of  feafons,  when  nt)  eye  but  the  eye  of 
Him  wlio  feeth  in  iccret  was  upon  you  ?  Did  not 
you  then  and  there,  once  and'again,  accept  him  as. 
your  Saviour  upon  the  warrant  of  his  own  word,  de- 
vote yourfeU  to  his  fervice,  refrgn  yourfelf  to  his  dif-" 
pofal,  and  ^ntruft  yourfelf  to  his  care?  Then  fear 
not.  He  that  (itteth  in  the  heavens  is  on  your  fide. 
If  the  premifes  be  well  grounded",  the  inference  is 
fure.  Afid  though  many  may  rife  up  againft  you, 
they  fhall  not  prevail  5  for  h'e  ^i\\  teach  your  hands  to 
luar,  ami  your  fingers  to  fight^  will  cover  your  head 
iii'the  day  of-battley  and  in  the  end  m^nke  you  wxtv  than 
conqueror.  For  the  battle  is  not  yours,  but  the  Lord's. 
Your  enemies  are  hisj  and  his  caufe  is  yoursi.  They 
who  affbciate  again{b.him  fhall. .be  d:A(hed  in  pieces, 
as*  the  billows' break  and-die  upon- a  rocky  fhore. 

II.'  The  feebJenefs  and  infrgnificance  of"  their  rage 
againft  Messiah>  is  intimated  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  notices  their  proceediiigSi.  Upholds  thtnt  in 
demfion^  he  laughs  them  ttxfccrn^  He  has  them  perfect- 
ly under  his  controulj  holds  diemxin  a-  chain  when 
they  think*  themfelves  moft  at  liberty,-  appoints  the 
bounds  beyond -which  theycannot  pafs,  and  can  in  a 
moment  check  them>  and  make  them  feel  his  hook 
3uj4  bridle,  when  in  the  height  of  their  career. 
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Ir  IS  the  Lord's  pleafure  not  only  to  favour  and  to 
fapport  his  people,  but  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  way  that  it 
may  appear  to  be  wholly  his  own  work,  and  that  the  - 
praife  belongs  to  him  alone.     And-  therefore  he  per- 
mits their  enemies  for  a  feafon  to  try  if  they  can  pre- 
vent his  defigns.     For  a  feafon,  things  take  fuch  a 
courfe  that  their  attempts  fcem   to  profper;    they 
threaten,  they  boaft^  and  confidently  expe£l  to  carry- 
their  point.     But  the  conteft  always  iSues  in  their 
fhame  and  confufion.     He  not  only  difconcerts  their. 
fchemes,  but  makes  them  inftrumental  to  the  promo- 
ting of  his  owndefigns.     Thus  when  he  fent  Mofes- 
to  deliver  Ifracl  from.-  Egypt,  Pharaoh,   inftead  .of 
complying   with  his  command,  increafed  their  tur* 
dens,  added  to  the  rigour  of  their  bondage,    and,  . 
though  rebuked  by  a  fucccflion  of  fevere  judgments,  . 
he  hardened  himfelf  the  more,  and  was  determined 
to  detain  them  if  he  could      But  he  could  not  detain 
them  a  day  or  an  hour  -beyond  the  appointed  time- 
which  God  had  long  before   made   known  to  Abra- 
ham *.    Then  they  were  delivered,  and  Pharaoh  and 
his  hoft   overthrown   in  the  Red  Sea.     H'ercby  th2 
name  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  was  more  known,  noticed, 
and  magnified,  than  it  would  have  been,  if  Pharaoh 
had  difmiifed  the  people  without  reluflance  or  delay. 

In  like  manner,  when  Messiah  left  the  earth  his 
followers  were  confidered  as  flieep  without  a  ihep- 
herd.  The  world  confpired  to  fupprefs  his.  caufe, 
and  to  root  out  the  remembrance  of  his  people.  But 
the  methodSc  they  employed  counteradled  their  own 
defigns.  They  who  were  difperfed  by  the  perfecu- 
t^on  that  followed  the  d^atlxof  Stephen,  preached  the 
word  wherever  they,  went,  thfr  gofpel  fpread  from 
place  to  place,  and  the  number  of  difciples  daily  in- 
creafed. So  :thai  the  Jewifh  rulers,  foon  found  them- 
ftlves  unequal  to  the  talk,  and  foreboded  their  own 
difappointmcnt,  doubting  whereunto  theje  things  nvould 
grQw  f.     In  fome  cafes  the  Lord  fignally  interpofed, 

and-. 
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aad  (hewed  how  entirely  the  lives  and  the  hearts  of 
Kt3  adverfaries  were  in  his  hands.    The  haughty  He- 
rod was  fuddenly  fmitten  by  an  invifible  hand,  with  a 
loathfome  and  mortal  difeafe  *.*    He  fell,  devoured  . 
by  worms  ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  which  he 
had  prefumed  to  withftand,    greatly  increafed   and 
fpread.     The  furious  zeal  of  Saul  of  Tarfus  f  againit  . 
tlie  truth,  viras  (ilenced  in  a  diiFerent  manner.     Jefus, 
whom  he  ignorantly  perfecuted,  appeared  to  him  in 
the  way  to  Damafcus,  when  he  was  breathing  out 
tbreatenings  andjlaughter  againji  the  dijciples^  di&rm- 
ed  his  rage,  made  him  a  monument  of  his  mercy,, 
and  an  earned  and  fuccefsful  preacher  of  the  faith  he- 
had  laboured  to  deftroy. 

From  the  Jews,  the  bufinefs  was  transferred  to  the 
heathens,  whofe  oppofition  was  no  lefs  unavailing.. 
Though  they  fometimcs  a&£ted  to  boaft  that  they 
had  fuppreffed  the  Chriilian  name,  the  gofpel  was 
propagated  in  defiance  of  their  attempts  to  prevent 
it.  The  worft  and  the  befl  of  the  Roman  emperors  - 
were  alike  induilrious,  and  alike  unfucceGful,  in  their 
endeavours  to  ftifle  the  work  of  God.  At  length,  in 
the  reign  of  Conftantine,  the  Chriilian  religion  ob-  ^ 
tained  the  fanflion  and  prote&ionpf  imperial  .^uitho- 
rity. 

But  it  foon  appeared  that  the^  religion  of  the  New  - 
Teftament  gained  little  advantage  by  this  revolution- . 
Though  the  worfhip  of  heathen   idols  gradually  de-^  . 
dined,  and  funk  into  difreputc,  the  buUtof  the  people 
of  all  ranks  were  only  changed  in  name.     The  world, 
ilill  lay  in   wickedncfsj,  and  true  Chriflianity  wjis  . 
ftill    cxpofed   to   perfecujioh.      When  the  name  of. 
Cbrijlfan  ceafed  to  be  invidious  and  defpicable,  new:^ 
names  were  foon  invented  to  ftigmaiife  the  real  fer- 
vants  of  God  j  and  ecclefiaftiqal  power  gradually  in-> 
oreafed,  till  the  myftery  of  iniquity  reigned  for  ages   . 
ia  the  temple  of  God.     The  perfecutions  of  Popery  , 

equalled  . 
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equalled  and  exceeded  thofe  of  Paganifm.    And  they 
who  afpired^to  be.Ghriftians  indeed,,  were  conftrain- 
ed,  like  the-  worthies  of  old*  to  nvander  on  mountains' 
and  in  deferts^  to  hide  themf elves  in  dens  end^  caves  of  the- 
earth  *.     Yet,  under  all  difadvantages,  there  was  (tilt 
a  remnant,  according  to  the  eleflion  of  grace,,  who 
could  not  be  compelled   to  wear  the  mark  of  the 
bead.     And  while   perfecutors,  who  could  only  kill 
the  body,  feemcd  to  weaken. the  church  militant,,  they, 
increafed  the  number  and  the.  fongs  of  the  church 
triumphant. 

To  appearance    the  church   of  Chrift  was  oftea 
brought  low.    It  was  very  low  at.the  tirr.t  of  the  Re- 
formation.    Biut.  then  it  fuddenly  was  revived,  and 
broke  forth  like  the  fun  from  behind   a  dark  cloud  ;.. 
and  the  light  of  the  gpfpel  was  difFufed  far.  and  wide, 
aimoft  as  at  the  beginning,  in  the  apoftles  days.    But- 
Proteftants  were  quickly  aftuated  by.  the  fame  fpirit 
as  their  Popilh   and   Piigan  predeceflbrs  had   been.  . 
The  form  of  Chrillianity  was  profefied  and  p.rotedled,^ 
and  the  power  of  it   denied,  and  oppofed.     And  to 
this  day  it  remains  a  truth  verifis^d  by  experience,. 
that  all  who  ivill  live  godly  in-  Chrift  jffus^  fnufi^  in. 
one  way  or  other,  fuffer  perfecution\. 

Of  late  years  the  fang,uinary  fpirit  which,  under  . 
P^retence  of  doing  God  fcrvice,,  deftroyed  his  people* 
by  fire  and  tortures,  is  much,  fubfided.     AVe  live  in  > 
a  time  when  great  pretences  are  made  to  candour  and  - 
moderation.     We  haye  reafonto  be  thankful  for  our 
religious  liberty,  .  to.  the  good  ^providence  of  God.. 
But,,  fo  far  as  men  are  concerned,  we  are  not  indebt- 
ed for  it,  to  a  jull  fenfe  and  acknowledgment  of  the. 
right  of  private  judgment,  but  to  the  prevalence  of.< 
fceptical  indifference  and  infidelity*     Tie  religion  of. 
the   gofpel  was,  perhaps,  .never  more  defpiied  and:* 
liated.  than  at  prefent..    We  feem  to  be  returning^ 

apace^ 
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apace  to  the  ftate  of  the  primitive  ages,  when  there 
were  but  two  forts  of  perfons,  Chriflians  and  infidels^ 
But  notwithftandtng  all  the  arts  and  aiTmlts  of  men, 
whether  open  enemies  or  pretended  friends,  the- Bible 
is  (Ull  extant,  the  gofpel  is  Rill  preached,  yea,  is  flill 
fpreading.  The  Lord  has  always  had  a  people,  tho** 
they  have  been,  often  hidden  from  tlie  general  notice 
and  obfervation  of  men.  He  that  fttteth  in  the  hea-^ 
vent  laughs  his  oppofers  to  fcorn,  and  maintains  his 
own  caufe  in  defiance  of  them  all. 

Surely  if  this  work  was  not  of  God,  the  united  ef- 
forts ot  kings,  councils,  popes,  philofophers,  the  great^ 
the  wife,  the  decent,  and  the  profligate,  muft  have 
overthrown'  it  Jong  ago.  If  a  miracle  be  demanded 
in  proof  of  GhriUianity,  behold- one  !  Though  the 
world  has  been  raging  and  plotting  againft  it,  from 
its  firft  appearance  ;  though  it  has  been  fiercely  af- 
faultedby  thofe  without,  and  (hamefuUy  betrayed  by 
many  within,  it  ftili  fubfifts,  it  ftill  flouriflies.  And 
fubfiil  it  fliall,  for  it  is  maintained  by-  hvm^  who  has 
the  hearts- of  all  men  in  his  hands,  and' can  controuP 
CT  change  them  as  he  pleafes*  He  can,  and  he  will, 
fupport  and  ftrengthen  his  people  under  all  their  fuf* 
ferings.  He  can  dvfappoint  his  adverfaries  by  unex« 
pc£\ed  events,  divide*  them  among  themfelves,  and 
fo  manage  them  by  his  providence,  as  to  m^ke  them 
protect  and  promote  ^he  very  caufe  which  they  hate. 
And  wlieuever  he  pleafeshe  can,  as  it  were,  from  the 
ftones*,  raife  up  indruments  to  carry  on  his  work, 
and  to  fhew  forth  his  praife.     Therefore,. 

I.  Let  not  his  people  tremble  for  the  ark.  Our 
eyes  indeed  Ihould  affe<^- our- hearts.  Ir  becomes  us 
to  be  jealous  for  the  Lord  of  hofts,  to  be  concerned 
for  the  contempt  and  difhpnour  that  is  caft  upon  his 
government  and  grace,  to  be  grieved  for  the  abound - 
yig  abominations  of  the  day,  and-  to  pity  and  pray  for- 
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obftinate  finners  who  know  not  what  they  do.      But 
we  need   not  fear  the  failure  of  his  promife.     His 
truth  and  ht  nour  are  engaged  for  the   fucccfs  of  his 
gofpfl,  and  they  muft  (land  or  fall  together.     It  is  a. 
caufc^  dearer  to  him  than  it  can  be  to  us.    Ihe  mani- 
feitaticn  of  his   glory  in  the  falvation  oi  finners,  by 
the  (rodtrine  of  the  crofs,  is  the  one  great  concern, 
for  uhich  the  fuccci&on  ot  day  and  night>  and  of  the 
feafons  of  the  year,  is  continued,  and  the  viiible  frame.. 
of  nature  is  preferved.     He  nvili  nvork^  and  ncnejball 
let  it.     The  kifigdatns  of  ihe  earth  Jball  become  ihe  kittg" 
doms  of  ihe  Lord  and  of  his  Chrifi.     The  fulnejs  of  the 
Gentiles  Jball  come  in,  and  the  dfjperfed  of  Ifrael  Jball 
return  to  the  Lord  their  God,  and  be  failed.     Thcfe 
great  events,  to  thofe  who  judge  by  an  eye  of  fenfe, 
and  according  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  may  ap- 
pear improbable  or  iropofBble.    fiut  the  Lord  of  hofis 
hath  purpofed,  and  who  ihall  difannul  it  ?..  His  hand^ 
is  fir  etched  cut^  and  nvhojhatl  turn  it  bach  *  P 

2.  Think  it  neither  (Irange  nor  hard,  if  any  of  yotr- 
are  called  to  fufFer  for  the  fake  of  the  truth.  Think- 
it  not  Jirange ;  for  thus  it  has  been  from  the  begin* 
ning.  Think  it  not  hard;  for  our  fufFerings  are 
fmall,  if  compared  with  the  lot  of  many  who  have 
Jived  before  us.  We  are  not  called  to  refill  unto 
blood.  Many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have  de- 
fired  to  fee  fuch  days  of  liberty  .as  we  are  favoured 
with,  but  have  not  feen  them^ 

3.  Confider  feriouily.  Who  is  on  the  Lord^sfdeP 
His  is  the  ftrongeft  fide,  and  muft  prevail.  If  you> 
have  yielded  yourfeives  to  him,  and  taken  upon  you 
his  yoke,  your  bcft  interefts  are  fafe,  your  final  hap- 
pinefs  is  fecured.  Nothing  can  feparate  you  from 
his  love.  You  fliall  be  kept  by  his  power  through 
faith,  and  no  weapon  formed  againjl  you  Jball  projpcr. 
fiut  if  you  are  againft  him,  tremble,  for  the  day  of 
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his  wrath  will  come,  it  will  burn  like  an  oven,  and 
ail  the  proud y  and  ail  that  do  wickedly ^  Jbali  he  as 
Jlubbhy  and  the  day  that  comtth  Jhait  burn  them  up^ 
faith  the  Lord  oj  hojts^  and  Jhall  leave  them  mirher 
root  nor  branch  *.  Turn  ihert  fore  in  time  from  your 
evi  way$«  fubmit  yourfelves  unto  faim,  and  implore 
his  mercy  while  he  waiteth  to  be  gracious^  that  ini'^ 
quity  may  not  be  your  ruin* 
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SERMON    XXXV. 
Oppofition  to  Meffiah  ruinous* 

Psalm  iu  9. 

TBou  shaft  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  thou  shalt 
dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter* s  vesseL 

• 

XHERE.  is  a  fpccies  of  the  fublime  in  writings 
which  feems  peculiar  to  the  Scripture,   and  of 
i,  property,  no  fubjefts  but  thofeof  divine  re- 
velation are  capable.     With  us  things  inconfiderable 
in  themfelves  are  elevated  by  fplendid  images,  which^ 
give  them  an  apparent  importance  beyond  what  they 
ean  juftly  claim*     Thus  the  poet,   when  defcribing  a:- 
battle  among  bees,  by  a  judicious  jfele<Sion  of  epithets- 
and  figures,  excites  in  the  minds  of  his  readers  the 
idea  of  two  mighty  armies  contending,  for  empire^ 
But  the  works  and  ways  of   CJod  are  too  great  in 
themfelves  to  admit  of  any  heightening  reprefentation^ 
We  conceive  more  forcibly  of  fmall  things  by  iiluftra* 
tioris  borrowed  from  thofe  which  are  greater ;  but  the* 
Scripture  frequently  illuftrates  great  things,  by  con^ 
trading  them  with  thofe  which  in  our  eitimation  are 
trivial  and  feeble.     One  inftance,  out  of  many  which 
might  be  mentioned,   is  that  truly  fublime  pafTage  of 
the   prophet,  And  all  the  host  of  heaven  shall  be  dis^ 
solved^   and  the  heavens  shall  be  rolled  together  as  a 
scroll ;  and  all  their  host  shall  fall  daiun  as  the  leaf 
faUeih  off  from  the  vine^  and  as  a  falling  fig  from  the 
fig-tree  *i     The  Apoftle.  when  favoured  with  a  hea- 
venly vifun,  introduces  the  famei  thought,"  almoft   in 
tiie  fame  words,   dnd  the  stars  of  heaven  fell  unto  the 
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'titrtb^  even  as  a  fig-tree  ^afieth  her  untimely  figt^  when 
Jbe  IS  Jbaken  of  a  mighty  wnd:  and  the  heavens  depart'- 
td  as  a  fcroll  vohen  it  is  rolled  together*.  Such  forms 
of  txpreffion  are  becoming  the  Majefty  of  the  great 
God,  before  whom  the  difference  between  the  great 
and  the  fmall  in  our  judgment  is  annihilated*  In  his 
view,  the  earth,  with  all  its  inhabitants,  are  but  as 
a  drop  which  falls  unnoticed  from  the  bucket,  or  as 
the  duft  which  ckaves  to  the  balance  f,  without  af- 
fe£^ing  its  equilibrium.  At  the  fame  time,  the  (im* 
*plicity  of  thefe  illullrationsy  fo  well  fuited  to  con- 
found the  pride  of  the  wife,  is  ftriking  and  obvious 
to  the  lowell  capacities.  If  Homer  or  Virgil  had 
been  to  defcribe  the  exertion  and  cfiFeft  of  the  power 
of  God,  in  lubduing  ami  puniihing  his  enemies,  they 
urould  probably  have  laboured  for  a  iimile  fufficiently 
grand.  But  I  much  queftion  if  they  would  have 
thought  of  the  image  in  my  text,  though  none  can  be 
more  expreffive  of  utter  irreparable  Tuin,  or  of  the 
eafe  with  which  it  is  accomplifhed.  He  JbaU  dajb 
them  in  pieces  like  a  potter^ s  vej))l  J. 

Tr  e  fcries  of  the  paiTages  we  have  lately  confider-* 
ed  is  very  regular  and  beautiful.  Messiah  afiend^ 
ed  on  high^  and  received  gifts  for  men.  The  firft  and 
immediate  confequence  of  his  exaltation  in  our  na^ 
ture,  is  the  publication  of  the  gofpeL  Then  follows  the 
happy  and  beneficial  influence  of  the  gofpel  on  thofe 
who  thankfully  receive  it.  How  beautiful  are  the  feet 
$f  them  that  preach  thefe  glad  tidings  I  The  next  paf- 
fage  fecures  and  defcribe  its  extenfive  progrcfs. — 
The  found  went  forth  into  all  the  earth.  The  oppofi- 
tion  awakened  by  it  is  then  defcribed,  Firft,  as  »»« 
reafonablcf  Why  do  the  Heathen  rage  ?  Secondly,  as  in^ 
Te^ualf  the  Lord  laughs  at  his  oppofers ;  he  fits  upon 
[is  immoveable  throne,  and  derides  their  attempts. 
Thirdly,  the  final  iifue  of  their  mad  refiftance,  their 
vonfufion  and  rtnn^  is. the  fubjed  of  the  verfe  I  have 
readj  which  prepares  for  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  part 

of 
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of  the  Oratorio-  His  enemies  (hall  perifli,  his  king- 
dom {hall  be  eftabliihed  and  confummated.  And 
then  all  holy  intelligent  beings  (hall  join  in  a  fong 
of  triumph.  Hallelujah ^  for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent 
reigfteth. 

The  two  expreffions,  of  breaking  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  and  dafliing  in  pieces,  fugged  nearly  the  fame 
idea :  But  aselfewhere  he  is  faid  to  rule  his  enemies 
ivitb  a  rod  of  iron'*  y  I  (hall  avail  myfelf  of  this  varia- 
tion, in  order  to  give  you  a  more  complete  view  of 
the  dreadful  ftate  of  thofe  who  oppofe  Messiah  and" 
his  kingdom,  tie  rules  them  at  prefent  with  a  rod 
of  iron,  and  hereafter  he  will  da/h  them  in  pieces  like  a 
potters  f*eJfeL     Let  us,  therefore,  conHder, 

I.  How  the  Lord  Messiah  rules  over  impenitent 
and  obftinate  finners  in  the  prefent  life.  They  at- 
tempt (in  vain)  to  withdraw'  from  his  fubje^^ion 
they  oppofe  his  holy  will ;  they  refufe  to  *  fubmit  to 
his  golden  fct;ptre  :  He  will,  therefore,  rule  them  with 
a  rod  of  iron.  For  though  they  boaft  of  their  liberty, 
and  pre  fume  to  fay  Who  i  Lord  over  us  f  ?  yet  in  the 
thing  wherein  they  fpeak  proudly,  he  is  above  them\\ 
They  cannot  hide  themfelves  from  his  notice,  nor 
avoid  the  intimations  of  his  difpleafure. 

1 .  One  branch  of  his  iron  rule  over  them,  coniifts 
in  that  certain  and  infeparable  conned^ion  which  he 
ha&  eitablifh'd  between  fin  and  mifery.  The  fruit  of 
right eoufnefs  ts peace  \,  They  who  live  in  the  fear  of 
the  LfTii,  and  yield  a  willing  obedience  to  his  word, 
not  only  polTefs  peace  of  confcience,  and  a  hope  which 
can  look  with  comlort  beyond  the  grave ;  but  are 
thereby  preferved  from  innumeTable  evils,  into  which 
they  who  attempt  to  call  off  his  yoke  unavoidably 
plunge  themfelves  On  the  contrary,  the  way  of 
transgrejfors  is  hard^.  It  is  hard  in  itfelf,  if  we  fet 
afide,  for  a  moment,  the  confideration  of  the  dread- 
ful end  to   which   it   leads.     Could   you  fee    whart 

paifes 

♦  Rt^v.  xix.  15.  t  Pf.  \iu  4.  }  Exod.  xviu.  ii. 

li  Jamesiii.  i&.  §  Prov.  liii.  15.   * 


tSCT.  35.  Oppofitidn  to  Meffiah  ruiwuf,  95 

pafies  within  die  bfeaO:  of  a  man  who  difdains  to  be 
governed  by  the  rule  of  God*s  word,  you  would  fee 

^his  heart  torn  to  pieces  by  the  clamorous,  infatiable 
demands  of  the  various,  violent,  inconfiftent  appe* 

'^tites  and  paiTionS)  which,  like  fo  many  wild  beads, 
are  continually  preying  upon  him.  Not  one  of  them 
can  be  fully  gratified,  much   lefs   all,  for  many  of 

-them  arc  diametrically  oppofite  to  each  other.     The 

-boilings  of  anger,  the  gna wings  of  envy,  the  thirft 

.^of  covetoufnefs,  the  anxieties  attendant  on  pride 
and  ambition,  mud  make  the  mind  that  is  fubje£fc  to 
them  miferable.  TAere  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked  ^ 
there  can  be  none.  Farther,  their  evil  tempers  and 
irregular  defires  produce  outward  and  vifible  efFefts, 
which  publicly  and  manifeftly  prove,  that  the  fer- 
vice  of   fin  is  a  hard  dfudgery,  and  that  whatever 

\pkafure  it  may  feem  to  promife,  its  pay  is  mifery 
and  pain.  tVho  kath  ivoey  contentions^  and  wounds ^ 
without  cavfe  *  ?  The  drunkard.  Lewdnefs  and 
drunkenncfs  are  high  roads,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  lead-  • 

"ing  to  infa^l^,  difeafe,  penury,  and  death.  Such 
perfons  do  not  live  out  hah  the  days  which  their 
conilitutions  might  have  afforded,  if  they  had  not 

■  fold  themfelves  to  do  wickedly.  Again,  look  into 
their  houfes.  Where  the  Lord  does  not  dwell,  peace 
-will  not  inhabit.  How  frequently  may  we  obferve, 
in  their  family-connc6tions,  <iifcord  and  enmity  be- 
tween man  and  wife,  unkind  parents,,  ditobedient 
children,    tyrannical    mafters,    and   treacherous  fer- 

-  'Vants  ?  Thus  they  live,   hateful  in  themjelvesy  and  ha-^ 

*  ting  one  another  f.     If  thty  have  what  the  world  ac- 
counts profperity,  their  hard  maftcr,  Satan,  fo  wofks 

•'  updn  their  evil  difpofirions,  that  they  can  derive  no 

^  real  comfort  from  it.     Every  day,  almoft  every  hour,^ 
puts  fonie  new  bittcrnefs  into   their  cup.     And  in 
trouble  they  have  no  refource  :  having  no  accels  to 
God,  no  proraife  to  fupport  them,  no^  relief  from 

'  him 
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liim  againfl  tbeir  aaxieties  and  fears;  they  either 
fink  down  in  -fuilen  comfoitlers  dtipundency,  or  in  a 
fpirit  of  wild  rebellion,  bhjpheme  him  hecaufiaf  their 
plagues  ^-.  In  fociety  they  are  d'readttt  and  avoided 
by  the  fober  and  feriouf-.  and  can  orly  afibcfate  with 
fuch  as  themfelves*  Tutre*  indeed,  they  will  pre- 
tend to  be  happy  ^  they  caroufe,  and  make  a  noife,  , 
and  affift  each,  other  to  bai:tlh  rcfleftion  j  yet  fre- 
quently the  drink,  or  the  deviJ,  break  their  intima- 
cies, and  ftir  them  up  to  quarrels,  broils,  and  mifc 
chief.  Such  is  a  life  oi  fin.  ^he  Lord  rules  them 
nvith  a  rod  oj  tron,  T;^ey  reninunce  his  fear,  and  he 
refufes  them  his  bkffif.g.  Nothing  more  is  necef- 
fary  to  render  them  miierable»  than  to  leave  them  to 
themltlves. 

2.  He  rules  them  with  a  rod  of  ir-oh,  by  his  powet 
over  confcience.  They  may  boaft  and  laugh,  but 
we  know  the  gall  and  bitternefs  of  their  (late ;  for 
we,  likewife,  were  in  it,  until  the  Lord  delivered 
ns.  Let  them. fay  what  they  will,  we  are  fure  that 
there  are  feafons,  uhen,  like  him  wMp  they  ferve, 
tley  beiiive  and  tremble  f .  J'hey  can noT  always  be  irt 
company^  they  cannot  always  be  intoxicated  ;  though 
this  is  the  ver^  reafon  why  many  intoxicate  them* 
felves  fo  often,  becaufe  they  cannot  bear  their  own 
thoughts  when  lober.  They  are  then  a  burden  and 
a  terror  to  themfelves.  They  feel  the  irton  rod-  How 
awful  are  the  thoughts  which  fometimes  awaken 
them,  or  keep  them  awake,  in  the  (ilent  hours  of 
the  night !  "What  terrors  feize  them  in  iicknefs,  ot 
when  they  are  compelled  to  think  of  death !  What 
a  death*- warrant  do  they  often  receive  in  their  fouls, 
under  the  preaching  of  that  word  of  God,  which 
fills  his  people  with  Joy  and  peace  !  Many  will  not 
hear  it.  But  why  not  ?  They  will  not,  becaufe 
they  dare  not.  I  am  perfuaded  there  are  more  than 
a  few  of  the  brave  fpirits  of  the  prcfent  day,  who 
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would  willingly  change  conditions  with  .a  dog;  and 
be  glad  to  part  with  their  reafon,  if  th;:^y  could  at 
the  lame  time  get  rid  of  the  horrors  which  haunt 
their  confciences.  Is  there  one  fuch  pr rfon  here  ? 
Let  me  entreat  you  to  flop  and  confider,  before  it  be 
too  late.  There  is  yet  forgivencfs  with  God.  ^  Your 
cafe,  though  dangerous,  is  not  d.efperate,  if  you 
do  not  make  it  fo  yourfelf  I  ould  dirctl  your 
thoughts  to  Jefus.  Look  to  him,  and  implore  his 
mercy  His  biood  can  ckaiife  from  all  fm.  He  is 
able  to  fave  to  the  uttermolt 

It  is  poffible  fome  may  afFeft  to  contradift  the  re- 
prefentatton  I  Tiave  made,  aud  be  ready  to  fay,  «  I 
««  find  nothing  of  all  this.  I  take  a  pleafure  in  rtiy 
«<  way.  I  have  a  heahhy  body,  money  at  my  com- 
•*  mand,  and  I  can  fltcp  found  ly.  1  feel  none 
««  ot  the  qualitis  of  coufcience  you  fpeak  of;  and 
'«  though  the  faints  and  good  folks  care  as  little  for 
<«  me  as  I  do  for  them,  yet  I  am  very  well  and  hap- 
^«  py  with  fuch  acquaintance  as  I  like  bed.  As  to 
«  an  hereafter,  1  do  not  think  ef  it ;  but  I  am  de- 
«'  termined  to  live  now  "  In  anfwer  to  fentiments 
of  this  kind,  "whicK  I  am  afraid  are  tpo  common,  I 
tAfervc, 

3.  That  the  amazing  hardnefs  and  bliiidnefs  of 
r  heart  to  which  fome  finners  are  given  up,  is  another, 
and  the  moll  terrible  effcft  of  that  iron  rod  with 
■which  the  Lord  rules  hit  enemies^  Pharaoh  could  fay 
as  pofitively  as  you,  Who  is  the  ii?rd^  that  I Jhould 
obey  htm  *  ?  But  becaufe,  bemg  often  rebuked,  he 
perfiited  in  his  obitinacy,  the  conteft  terminated  in 
his  deitruftion.  It  you  ar«  obftinate  like  him  now, 
I  believe  you  were  not  always  fo.  You  muft  have 
laboured  hard,  you  muft  have  refifted  the  light  of 
truth,  and  "have  ftifled  many  a  conviftion,  before 
■you  could  arrive  to  this  pitch  of  obduracy  You 
have  fought  againft  the  Holy  Spirit  i  and  woe  unto 
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you,  if  he  be  gone,  gone  for  ever,  and  will  ftrivc  I 
with  yc  u  no  more.  To  be  thus  given  up  of  God  to 
a  reprobate  mind,  is  the  heavieft  judgment  that  a 
(iiintr  can  be  vifired  with  on  this  fide  of  htll.  I  am 
at  a  ]of8  what  to  fay  to  a  perfon  thus  difpofed,  and  i 
hope  there  are  none  fuch  preftnt.  But  I  would 
warn  thofe,  who,  though  they  have  finned  with  a 
high  hand,  are  not  yet  altogether  paft  feeling,  left 
you  fall  into  fuch  a  (late  of  confirined  difobediencc 
and  unbelief,  ^lake  hetd  Uji  you  be  hardened  through 
the  decet^ulnejs  of  Jin  *.  If  urder  the  light  of  the 
gofpel^ou  can^o.on  in  a  courfe  of  wilful,  wanton^ 
deliberate  wickednefs,  you  are  upon  the  very  edge 
of  the  unpardonable  fin,  of  .that  Itate  from  which  it 
is  impoffible  to  renew  you  lo  repentance.  If  the 
Bible  be,  as  you  vainly  wiih  it  may.  prove,  a  cunning* 
iy  devijedJabUy  you  may  trample  upon  it  with  impu- 
nity, and  laugh  on  fecurely  to  the  end  of  life.  But 
if  it  be  true,  remember  you  have  been  this  day 
warned  of  the  confejguenccs.of.defpifing  it.  If  you 
will  perifh,  I  ain*£lear^pf  >yQur  blood. 

II.  J  proceed  to  confider  the  final  iffue  of  this  un- 
equal Gonieil  betveen  the  worms  of  the  earth  and 
their  Maker.  Ht  ivill  dajh  thum  in  pieces  like  a  potm 
ter^s  veft'L  Such  a  vefl'el  may  be  curioufly  wrought, 
and  appear  beautiful  to  the  eye  j  but  it  is  frail,  eafiiy 
broken,  and,  when  once  broken  to  pieces,  it. is  irre- 
parable. It  is  therefore  a  fit  emblem  of  .mortal  man 
in  his  beft  eitate.  -JVe  are  fearfully  and. wonderfully 
fnade\.  The  te;xture  ot  the  human  frame  ,is  admi- 
rable. The  natural  capacities  of  the  mind  of  man, 
the  powers  of  his  under  Handing,  will,  and  itfFtftions, 
the  rapidity  of  imagination,  the  comprehenfion  of 
memory,  efpecially  in  fome  inftances,  are  fo  many 
proofs,  that,  confidered  as  a  creature  of  God,  he  is 
a  noble  creature  ;  and  though  l.e  is  debafed  and  de- 
graded by  fin,  there  are  traces  of  his  original  excel- 
lence 
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'lence  remaining,  fufficient  to  denominate  him,  in  the 
words  of  the   poet,  majeflic  though  in  ruins*     But  if  , 
you  fuppofe  him  rich,  powerful,  wife,  in  the  com« 
mon  fenfe  of  the  words,  he  is  brittle  as  a  potter's 
veflel,  and  while  poff^fTed  of  ^evety  poffible  advan- 
tage, he  is  but  like  the  gtafs  or  the  flower  of  the  field, 
which,  in  its  moft  flouriihing  (late,  falls  in  a  mo- 
ment at  the  ftroke  of  the  Ccythe,  and  withers  and 
dies.     A  fever,  a  fall,  a  tile,  a  grain  of  fand,  or  the 
air  that  finds  its  way  through  a  'Crerice,   tnay  be  an 
overmatch  for  the  flrongelt  man,  and  i^rtng  him -down 
haftily  to  the  grave.     By  a  fm<ftll  change -in'^he  brain, 
or  fome,  part  of  the  nervous  fyftertu,  fic  who  now 
prides  himfelf  in  his  inteHedual  abihties,  ihay  foon 
become  a  lunatic  or  an  idiot*     Difeafe  may  quickly 
render  the  beauty  loathfome,  and  the  robuft  weak  as 
infancy.     'I'here  are  earthen  6r  china  ^eiOT^ls,  which 
might   poffibly  endure  for  many  ages,   if  carefully 
preferved  from  violenda.    -Bot  the  feeds  of  decay  and 
death  are  {own  in  otir  -^ery  frame.     We  are  cruihed 
4>efore  the  moth,  and  ^moulder  away  untouched,  un- 
der the  weight  of  time.     How  furely  and  inevitablj 
then  muft  they  whom  the  Lord  (Irikes  with  his  iroii 
rod,  be  Chattered  with  the  blowi 

Communities  and  coUeS-iiFe  bodies  of 'iftitn  "irt^  in 
his  hand,  no  lefs  frail  than  kidividtials*  The  firft- 
born  throughout  EgypH  ^ndtke'^ll  army  of  Senna- 
cherib, pefiflied  in  a  night*  Che  Romans  were  the 
iron  rod  in  bis  hand,  where^kh  he'da&c4  the  JcNvlih 
nation  to  pieces,  -flieir  fragments  are  featter^  fat 
and  wide  to  this  d^  and  who  can  gather  them  up? 
The  Roman  empire  was  likewife  dafhed  to  pieces  in 
its  turn^  and  fuch  has  been  the  end  fuccei&vely  of 
nfiany  powers,  and  of  many  perfoas  who  have  pre- 
fumed  to  oppofe  his  defigns.  .  For  a  while  they  were 
.permitted  to  rage,  and  plot^  and  drive ;  but  at  kngtk 
they  (tumbled  and  fell,  and  tbsir  mem(^  is  pe- 
iiflicd.  .  ' 

E  a  -  But 
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But  it  is  proper  to  bring  the  confideration  nearer 
home.  I  have  been  informed,  that  the  mufic  to  which 
this  paflage  is  fet,  is  fo  well  adapted  co  the  idea  it 
exprefles,  as  in  a  manner  to  ftartle  thofe  who  hear 
it.  They  who  live  iri  Gnful  habits,  regardlefs  of  the 
gofpel,  would  be  flartled,  indeed,  if  they  were  duly 
fenfiblc  how  direflly  the  words  app'y  to  their  own 
fituation,  and  that  the  Pfalmift  defcribes  the  manner 
in  which  God  will  treat  them,  if  they  continue  im- 
penitent. If  we  could  fee  all  that  pafles  upon  dying 
beds,  we  fliould  often  fee  the  falfe  peace  and  vain 
liopes  of  finnefs  dafhed  to  pieces  when  eternity  is 
opening  upon  their  view.  We  (hall  certainly  fee  the 
folcmnity  of  the  great  day  :  for  nve  n.ufl  alt  appear^ 
*Tiot  only  as  fpeflators,  but  as  parties  nearly  intcreft- 
cd  in  the  proceedings,  ^j^r^  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrtfl. 
Behold^  he  cometh  in  the  clouds ^  and  every  eye  fhali  fee 
him,  and  they  alfo  who  pierced  him  !  He  will  defcend 
Hjo'ith  ajhout^  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel^  and  with 
the  trump  of  God^  and  before  him  (hall  be  gathered 
all  nations.  Where  then  fhall  the  finner  and  the  un- 
godly appear  ?  What  will  then  become  of  thofe  who 
defpife,  and  thofe  who  abufe  the  gofpel  of  the  grace 
of  God  ?  The  libertine,  the  infidel,  the  apoitate, 
the  hypocrite,  the  profane  fcofFer,  and  the  falfe  pro- 
feflbr,  how  will  they  (land,  or  whither  will  they 
flee,  when  the  great  Jud^e  fhail  (it  upon  his  awful 
throne,  and  the  books  fhall  be  opened,  and  every  fc- 
cret  thing  fhall  be  difclofed  !  Alas  for  them  that  are 
fully  and  that  laugh  mw^  for  then  they  Jhall  pine  and 
mourn*.  Then  their  cavils  will  be  filenced,  their 
guilt,  with  all  its  aggravations,  be  charged  home  up- 
on them,  and  no  plea,  no  advocate  be  found.  Can 
their  hearts  endure,  or  their  hands  be  flrong,  when 
he  fhall  fpeak  to  them  in  hrs  wrath,  and  fay.  Depart 
from  mfy  ye  curfedy  into  everlafling  fircy  prepared  for 
-the  devil  and  his  angels  ? 

But 
•  Ilukevi.  aj. 


Ser.  35-  Oppofttion  to  MeJJiah-rutnous.  loi 

But  let  them  who  love  his  name  rejoice.  You- 
have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  before  you.  To 
you  his  appearance  will  be  delightful,  and  his  voice 
welcome.  You  (hall  not  be  ^aihamed.  This  awful 
God  is  yours.  He  will  then  own  and  accept  you  be- 
fore affembled  worlds,  and  will  fay,  Comey  ye  blejpd 
of  tny  Fat  her  y  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you^ 
Then  the  days  of  your  mourning  Jhall  be  ended y  and 
your  fun  fhall  go  down  no  more  *. 

♦  Matt.  XXV.  34»    If.  Ix.  2©. 
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The  Lord  reigneth* 

Rey.  xix    6. 

^allelujclff.  for  the  Lfird  Qod.  omnipoitnt  reigneth  / 

THJE  book  of  the  Revelation,  being  chiefly  pro-- 
phetical)  will  not  perhaps  be  fully  ujidcrftood^, 
till  the  final  accomplifliRKnt'of  the  events  (hall  dravr 
near,  and  throw  a  ftvonger.  light  upon  the  whole  fe- 
ries.  But  while  the  learned  commentators  have 
been  hitherto  divided  and  perplexed  in  their  attempts 
to  illuftrate  many  parts  oi  it,  there  are  other  parts 
well  adapted  for  the  inftru£i:ion  and  refrefliment  of 
plain  Chriftians  ;  particularly  thofc  pafiagcs  in  which- 
the  fccnery  and  images  fecm-  defigned  to  give  us 
fome  rtprei'cntation  of  the  happinefs  and  worlhip  of 
the  heavtnly  ftate.  Thus  a  plain  unlettered  believer, 
whtn  reading  with  attention  the  fourth  and  fifth 
chapters,  though  he  cannot  give  a  rea.fon .  why  the 
ciders  are  four  and  twenty,  the  living  creatures  lour, 
and  the  number  of  their  wings  neither  more  nor  lefs 
than  fix ;  yet,  from  th^  whole  dffcription  of  the 
Lamb  uprn  the  throne,  the  fongs  of  the  redeemed, 
ai.d  the  chorus  of  the  angels,  he  receives  fuch  an 
imprtfTicn  of  glofy,  as  awakens  his  gratitude,  deHre, 
and  joy,  and  excites  him  likewife  to  take  up  the  fame 
fong  of  prail'e,  to  him  who  has  loied  him^  and  ivafi^ 
ed  him  frcm  his  Jtns  in  his  onun  blood.  He  is  ctjnttnt 
to  leave  the  difcuflicn  of  hard  queftions  to  learned 
men,  while  he  feeds  by  faith  upon  thofe  fimple 
truths  which  can  only  be  relifhed  by  a  fpiritual  taftc; . 
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and  which,  where  there  is  fuch  a  tafte,  make  their 
way  to  the  heart;  without  the  aditlance  of  critical 
difquifition; 

llie  fubjeft  of  the  preceding  chapter,  is  the  de- 
ffruftion  of  myftical  Babylon,  the  head  of  the  op« 
pofition  againft  the  kingdont  of  the  Lord  Chrift.    B  Jt 
Babylon  finks  like  a  mill;lone  in*  the  mighty  ocean, 
sftid  is  no  more  found.     So'  muft  ajl  his  enemies  pc- 
rifh.     The  cataftrophe  of  Babylon,  like  that  of  Pha- 
raoh at  theRSed  Sca#  is  beheld  by  the  faints  and  fer- 
rants  of  the- Eord*  with  admiration,   and  furnifh^s 
them^with  a  themer  for  a  fong  of   triumph  to  his 
praife.     This  may  bepropcrlyftyledyirr^i  mujtc  in- 
deed.    It  is  commanded,  infpired,  and  regulated,  by 
the  Lord  himfelf.     The  performers  are  all  interefted 
in  the  fubject,  they  who  fear  Godf  and  are  devoted- 
to  his  fervice  and  glory.     And    though    perfoas  of 
this   chara6^er  are   comparative^-  few  upon   earth,- 
Bidden,  and  in  a  manner  loili  among  the  crowd  of 
mrmkind,    they  will    be,  when  brought  together  at 
laft,  a  very  large  company,  -  Their  united  voices  are 
Rere  compared  to  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  of 
mighty  thunders;  and  this  is  the  folemn  clofe,    the 
chorus  of   their  fong,  Hallelujtih^  for -the  Lsrd  God 
OTnmpytent  rtigneth," 

The  imprelRon  which  the  perforrrtance'  of  thiff 
palTige  in  the  Oratorio  ufurilly  mikes  upon  the  au- 
ditnce,  Is  well  known.  But  however  great  the  power 
of  mufic  may  be,  (l^^uld  we  even  allow  the  ilig'its 
of  poetry  to  b-^  truth,  that  it-canfoften  rock^^  and 
bend  the  knotty  onhy  one  thing  we  are  fure  it  c.uincfr 
do  ;  it  cannot  foften  and  change  the  hard  heart,  it 
cannot  bend  the  obdurate  will  of  man.  If  all  thj 
people  who  fucceffively  hear  the  Mefft.th^  who  are 
ftruck  and  aftoniftied,  for  the  moment,  by  this  cho- 
rus in  particular,  were  to  bring  away  with  them  an 
abiding  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  fentiment  it 
contains,  the  nation  would  foon  wear  a  new  face. 

.  E  .4  But 
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But  do  the  profcfled  lovers  of  facrcd  mufic,  in  this 
enlightened  age,  generally  live,  as  if  thev  really  be- 
lieved that  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  retgmth  P  Rather, 
do  not  the  greater  part  of  them  live,  as  they  might 
do  if  they  were  fure  of  the  contrary  ?  as  if  they 
were  fatisfied  to  a  demon ftration,  that  either  there  is 
no  God,  or  that  his  providence  is  not  concerned  in 
human  affairs  ?    I  appeal  to  confcience  %  I  appeal  to^ 

fea. 

I  apprehend  that  this  paffage^  taken  in  the  flrideft 
fcnfe,  refers  to  a  period  not  yet  arrived.  Babylon  is 
not  yet  fallen.  The  fervants  of  God  in  the  prefcnt 
day,  will  moft  probably  fulfil  their  appointed  time 
upon  earth,  like  thofe  who  have  lived  before  them^ 
in  a  ft  ate  of  conflift.  They  muft  endure  the  crofs, 
and  fuftain  oppoiition  for  his  fake.  The  people  who 
fhall  live  when  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  tecomc  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his  Chrijly  when  the  nw 
tions  Jball  learn  war  no  more^  are  yet  unborn.  But 
even  now  we  may  rejoice  that  the  Lord  God  omnipo* 
tent  reigneth^  and  that  Jefus  is  King  of  kings ^  and 
Lord  of  lords.  I  muft;  confider  my  text  as  referring 
to  him.  Many  of  the  heathens  believed  that  God 
reigned.  The  Chriftian  doftiine  is,  that  the  Lord 
God  omnipotent  exercifeth  -his  dominion  and  go- 
vernment in  the  perfon  of  Chrift.  The  Father  loveth 
the  Son,  and  hath  committed  all  things  into  his  hands  ♦. 
And  thus  our  Lord,  after  his  rclurreftion,  aiTured 
his  difciples,  J^IJ  power  is  commit ttd  unto  me  in  hea» 
ven  and  in  earth  f .  He  has  already  taktn  to  himfelf 
his  great  power,  and  reigneth.  His  right  of  reigning 
over  all  is  eflential  to  his  divine  nature ;  but  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  government  in  the  nature  of  man,  is 
the  efFe£l  and  reward  of  his  obedience  unto  death* 
But  in  the  union  of  both  natures,  he  is  one  perfon, 
Chriil  Jefus  the  Lord.  All  the  riches  and  fulnefs  of 
the  Godhead^  all  the  peculiar  honours  of  the  Medi- 
ator,^ 
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ator,   centre  In  him.     They  may  be  dlftinguiflied, 
but  they  are  infcparable. 

Happy  are  they  who  can,  upon  folid  and  fcrlptural 
grounds,  exult  in  the  thought  that  the  Lord  reigneth, 
and  can  make  his  government  the  fubje£t  of  their 
hallelujahs  and  praifes !  Happy  they,  who  fee,  ac- 
knowledge, and  admire,  his  management  in  the  king- 
dom of  providence^-and  are  the  willing  fuSjefts  of 
his  kingdom  of  grace.  Let  us  take  a  brief  furv<iy  of 
his  reigning  glory  in  thefe  kingdoms- 

I.  Great  and  marvellous  is  this   Lord  God  omni- 
potent in  his  kingdom  of  Univerfdl Providence  !     His  • 
mighty  arm  fuftains  the  vart  fabric  of  the  univerfe. 
He  upholds  the  ftars  in  their  courfes.     If  we  atten- 
tively  confider    their   multitude,    their   magnitudes,  • 
their  diitances  from  us  and  from  each  other,  and  the 
amazing  fwiftiiefs,   variety,    and  regularity  of  their 
morions,  our  minds  are  overwhelmed,  our  thoughts 
confounded,  by  the  vaflnefs  and  the  wonders  of  the 
fcene.      But  He  fpoke  them  into  being,  and  thev  are 
preferred  in  their  ftations  and    revolutions   by   his 
power  and  agency.     If  we  fix   our  thoughts   upon 
the  earth,  though  in   comparifon  of   the  immenfiry 
of  his  creation  it  is   but:  as  a  point  or  a  grain  of 
fand,  it  is  the  objedl  of  his  inceiTant    care^-    Ail    its 
various  inhabitama  derive   their  exigence  and  their 
fupport  from  him^     He   provides  for  the  young  ra- 
vens when  unable  to  fly,  and  for  the  young  lions 
that  traverfe   the  woods.     The  inftinft  of  animals,  , 
whereby  they  are  unerringly  inftru<!led  in  whatever  ' 
concerns  the  well  arc  and  prefervation  of  their  fpe- 
cies,  fo  vaftly  excreding.  the  boalled  wifdom  of  man, , 
that  he  can  neither  imitate  nor  comprehend  it,  is 
communicated    by   him.      He  teaches   the  birds   to 
build  their  nefts,  the  fpider  to  weave  his  web,  and 
inftruf^s  the  communities  of  bees,  and  inli^nificant  . 
emmets,  to  form  their  admirable   policies   and   go- 
irsrament  among  themfelves.     It  we  fpeak  oi  mtcl- 
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Mgent  beings,  He  does  tvhat  he  pleafes  in  ihe  armies  of 
heaven^   and  among  the  inhabitnnis  of  the  earth.     He 
direcls  and  over-rules  the  counfels  and  purpofes  of 
men,  fo  that  though  they  a£l:  freely,  the  event  of  alt 
thtir   (1 5 fR^cnt  interfering  fchemcs,  is  only  the  ac-  . 
complilliment  of  his  purpofes.     When  they  are  cm-  . 
ployed  as  his  inftruments,    from-.fmall  beginnings,  , 
and  in  defiance  of  difficulties  apparently  infuperable, 
they  fuccced  beyond. their  own  expectations.     When  : 
unhappily  engaged  againft  his  defigns,  in  vain  they 
rage  and  plot.  ^  He  tak^s.  the  "w^ife  in  their  own  cr^f-  . 
tinefs,  pours  eootempt  upon  their  power  and  policy^. . 
and  all  their  ^reat  preparations^  melt  like  a  mift,  ot\ 
like  fnow  bcfoje  the  fun,-  and  leave  no  trace  behind.- . 
Still  more  wqnderful, .  to  the  eye  of  faith,  is  his  con-^ . 
troul  over  >>atan  ^and  the  powers  of  darknefs.  .  What-^ 
ever,  for  wife  reafons,:  though* unknown  to  us,  hb 
may  permit  them  to  do^  they  cannot-,  with  all  their  r 
fubtlety  or  (Irength,  detain  one  foul  in  their  bondage- 
longer  than  till  his  appointed  time,  of  releafe  j  .nor  - 
recover  one  foul,  back  to  their  dominion,  of  which  he 
is  pleafed  to  undertake  the  care.     On  the  -contrary,. , 
he  breaks  the  h^dis -pf  thefe  Leviathans  in  pieces,  , 
turns  thehr  counfels  againft.  themfcly€«,  and  makes  . 
them  inftrumental  in  purifying  hisi  people  j  and  ex-.. 
ttnding  his  church,  by  the  means  they  cmplov  for  •; 
the  deftru61ioti  of  both.-    Thus  they-who  dwell  un-  , 
der  hi>  fh^dow  are  fafej  for  all  things  are  in  his  ^ 
power,  and  he  always  careth^for  them^  and.  keepeth  > 
them,  as  the  pupil^f  his  .eye  >}.  and  therefore^  though 
they  are  exercifed  w4th  trials,  and  fufFer  many  things 
for  their-  good^  his  eye  being  always^pon  tbem,  and 
hisj^aropen  to  their  prayer  j  they  are  fupported,  fup* 
plied,  relieve^j'deliveired,  andxfttiaft  ina.dc  nwxc  than  , 
conquerors. . 

ILi  He  has  a  peculiar  kiugdomj  which  he  hasefta^ 
bK(hcd  diftinft  from  the    kingdoms   of  this  worl<^  . 
though  diffafcd  ao4  extended   among    them,    ani . 
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which,  in  due  time,  like  leaven,  will, pervade  and 
aflimilate  them  all  to  himfelf.  This  is  the  kingdom 
of  the  gofpel,  his  church.  It  is  fouaded  upon  a 
rock,  and  though  the  gates  of  hell  continually  war 
againft  it,  they  cannot  prevail.  For  he  is  a  'wall  of 
Jire  round  about  it,  and  a  glory  in  the  midjl  oj  if*. 

Here  he  reigns  upon  a  throne  of  grace.  He  pof- 
fefles  and  exercife«^  unlimited  authorkyag  a  fovereign, 
to  fave  whom  he  pleafes,  to  pard6n  all  manner  of 
fins  and  ofFffncess-and  to  admit  rebels  and  enemies, 
when  they  fubmit  themfelvcs  and  bow  to  his  golden 
fceptrcj  into  ^he  number  of  his  children -and  his- 
friends.  Seldom  do  the  kings  of  the  earth  publiih 
an  aci  of  grace  in  favour  of  thofe  who  have  been 
guilty  of  rebellion,  without  clogging,  it  with  exccp* 
tions.  Either  they  feel  a  refent me nt  againft  fomc  of 
the  dehnqjents,  which  they  have  not  m;»gnantaik]f  - 
futficient  to  conquer,  or  they  dare  not  trait  them* 
But  his-  mercy  is  infinite;  and  he  knows  haw  to 
change  their  hearts  when  he  pardons  their  fins,. ». 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  a  digreffion  whoUy  vrntLfe-  ' 
ful  and  impertinent,,  if  I  take  •  this  occafion  to  point 
«Hit  the  fevt?ral  fenfes  in  which- the  word -C/j«/*^  may 
b&  underitood,  agreeable  to  the  fcripture.  -. 

I .  It  denotes  in  the  aggregate^  the  mystical  churvfj^  - 
the  whole  body  of  that  fpiritual  kingdom^  -of  which   < 
the  Redeemer  is  the  living  and  4if e-giving^  head  f. 
A  -  luccelhon  of  thefe  has  appeared  upon  earth   in 
every  age,  from  the  days  of  righteous  Abel  whom 
Cam  flew^  and  we  have  reafoa  to  belie ve^  that  the  far  • 
greater  part  of  them  ar&^yetainborn.  -  They- will  all    . 
be  atl'enibled  together  be iore^^  the  throne,  in  the  great 
da^y  of  his  final  appearance^  and  inherit  the  kingdom 
of-  glory  -  prepared  -for  ihem.     This    \s  ^x\iQ   church 
nvkfc.'j  (sjx)d  hat  to 'bought  nuith  his  oivn  blood\,  ,  Flaj^py 
are  they  who  bcleng  to  this  fociety  of  the  redeemed,    » 
^a^kcfe  sianifs  are  ivruten  in  h<av£n* 
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7.  71s  iflfibU  'cluuh  contains  all  thofe  who  bear 
and  acknowledge  the  name  of  Chriftians,  and  who 
admit  and  enjoy  the  gofpel-revclation.     The  church, 
m  this  fenfe,   includes  many  nations.     But   it  is   a 
fmnll  thing  to  belong  only  to  the  vifible  church,   for 
it  is  compared  to  a  corn-floor*,  on  which  chafF  is 
mingled  with  the  wheat ;   to  a  field  in  which  tares . 
grow  promifcuoufly  with  the  good  feed ;    to  a  fifti- 
cr*s   net  inclofing  a  great  multitude  of   ftfhes  both 
good  and  bad  f  r     But  a  time  of  difcrimination  will 
come.     The  chaff  and  the  tares,  and  whatever  is 
evil,  will  be  confumed.     Alas !   what  will ,  it   avail 
at   lad  to  fay,   Lcrd^  ive  have  eaten  and  drank  in  thy--' 
prefence^    at    thy  table  with    thy  true  difciples,    and 
thou  kajl  taught  in  our  flreetsX^   and  we  have  heard 
in  our  own  language  of  thy  wonderful  works,  if  you 
can  fay  no  more  ?     My  heart  is  pained  with  the  ap- 
prehenQon,    leli  fomc  of   you  who  have   joined   in 
the  fiime   public  vi^orihip  with  tru^  believers,    have 
fat  in  the  fame  feat,  and  lived  in  the  fame   lamiiies,. 
fhould  at  lad  fee   them,  with  whom  you  have  been 
very  nearly  conntflcd  in  this  world,  received   into  * 
tilt  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  you  yourfelves  be  fliut : 
out. 

3.  Tht  catholic  churchy  in  any  one  period,    is  thati 
part  of    tht  vifible  church  which    is  united  to.  the 
Lord  by  living  faith.     It  comprizes  all  who  agree 
in   the  profefiion  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  the 
gofpel,  and  whofe  converfation    is  regulated  by  its 
precepts,    or  in    the  Apoftlc's  words,    All  'wfio  love . 
the    Lordy  J^fus  Chriji   in  fmcerity  |l.     This   catholic 
church,    through  the  policy  of  Satanj   and  the  de- 
eeitfulnefs  of  the  heart,  is  coo  much  divided  againft 
itlelf.     Prejudice,  bigotry,  and  remaining  ignorance,. 
greatly  prtvent    that    defirable  union  among,ft    true  ♦ 
Chriitians,  which  would  promote  their  peace,  com-., 

fort,  ^ 
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fort,  and  increafe,  and  would  contribute  more  than 
a  thoufand  arguments  to  put  their  adV'erfaries  to 
ihame  and  to  filenoe.  That  (hameful  contentioa- 
for  denominations,  parties,  and  favourite  preachers,,, 
for  which  the  Apoftle  reproved  the  Corinthians  *,  is 
ftill  greatly  to  be  lamented.  But  though  they  are 
too  backward  in  ackiiowkdging  and  aflifting  each 
other,  the  Lord  is  m«;ircitul  to  •  their  weakoefs,  and 
bears  with  them  all.  And  as  they  grow  in  grace, 
and  drink  more  into  his  Spirit,  their  hearts  are  en- 
larged, and  they  approach  nearer  to  his  pattern  of 
long-fuiFering,  patience,  and  tendernefs. 

4.  The  word  church  is  applied  to  particular  focic* 
ties  of  Chriilians,  who  are  connected  by  a  participa- 
tion in  the  fame  ordinances  of  the  gofpel,  and  who 
maintain  a  fcriptural  feparation  from  the  finful  fpi- 
ric  and  cuftoms  of  the  world.  And  though  there 
may  be  pretenders  among  them,  as  there  were  among 
the  apoftolic  churches,  tliey  are  denominated  by  the 
better  part.  They. belong  to  the  catholic  church  by 
their  profeflion  of  the  truth,  of  courfe  they  are  a 
part  of  the  vifible  church  ;  and  thofe  of  them  who . 
are  in  deed  and  in  truth  what  they  profefs  to  be,  are 
living  members  of  .the  myftical  church,  to  which  alL 
the  promiics  are  made*^  By  whatever  name  they  arc 
known  or.  diftinguiihed  among  men,  they  are  bran* 
ches  of  the  true  vine^  they  have  their  fruits  unto  hdlnefs^ 
and  their  endy  evcrLiJling  life.     But  to  return. 

In  this  his  church,  or  fpiritual  kingdom,^  he  rules 
by  wife  and  gracious  laws  and  onjinances.  He  re- 
leafes  his  fubjecls  fr^m.  all  authority,  in  point  of 
confcience,  but  his  own,,  and  enjoins  them  to  call 
m  one  mafer  but  himfelf\.  If  they  Jland  faft  in  the  , 
liberty  iuJHre%vith  he  has  made  them,  free  \y  they  will 
npt  give  themfelves  up  implicitly  to  tiie  dictates  of 
any  man,  nor  follow  him  iarther  than  he  follows  . 
tbeir  Lord,     And  coniequcntly,  if  thty  aie  iufluen-- 
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€ed  by  his  royal  law  of  doing  to  others  as  they  woutf 
that  others  fhould  db  unto  them,  tliey  will  not  at- 
tempt to  exert  an  undue  authority,  orwiih  to  be 
called  maftgfs  themfelYcs,  fo  as  to  afiume  a  dogma- 
trcal  carriagCi  or  to  exped  a  univerfal  and  abiolute 
fubmiflion.     But  it  muft  be  owned,  that  in  oiiFpre- 
fent  ftate  of  infirmity,  this  privilege  is  not  fufficient-* 
ly  prized,  nor  thi^  command  duly  complied  with,... 
there  being  fcarcely  a  man  who  dde&  not  either  arro-' 
gate  too  much  to  himfelf,   or>  alldw  too  much  tor 
others.     A  fault  in  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe-rc- 
fpe£is,  may  be  affigned  as  a  pnncipal  .canie  of  moHr  . 
of  the  evils  which  deform  the  appearance,  or  injiire 
the  peace  of  the  church.     Bi^t  the  defign  of  his  go-^ 
fpel  is  to  fet  his  people  at  liberty  from  the  yoke  of 
men,  from  die  letters  of  cuftdra  and  tradition,  of 
fuperftirion.  and-will-worlhip  ;  that  theymay  enjojr,  , 
in.  his  fervice,  a  date  of  perfed;  freedom. 

For  it  is  the  principal  glory  of  his  kingdom,  that 
he  reigns  in  the  hearts  ot  his  people.    There  he  • 
writes  his  precepts,  imprefles  his  imag<ti  and  eredsr 
his  throne^  ruling  them,  not  merely  by  an  outward  . 
law,  but  by  an  inward  fecret  influence,   breathing 
his  own  life  and  fpirit  into  them,  :fo:  thactheir-obc- 
dience  becomes,  as  it  were,  natural,  pleafurablty  and  t 
its  own  reward.     By  the  difcoverie^  he  afK>tdsp'thefler  ^ 
of-  his  love,  he  wins  their  affc£lions,  ^af^tirates  their  ' 
wills,   and  enlightens,  their  underft^ndings.     They  ' 
derive  from  him  xh^  fptr-k  .of  powers  ofiivtyMndof,  r 
a  found  mind  *,  and  xun  with  alacrity,  in  the  .way  of  ^ 
his  tommandments.  ^ 

It  is  impofiible  therefore /to'  make"  tfixr  fong  our  ^- 
own,  and  cordially  to  rejoice  that  the  Lord^od  om^ 
nipotent  reigneth^  unlefs  we  are  the  willing  fubje^  ^ 
of  his  government ;  unlefe  we -are  really  pltafed  with  . 
his  appointed  way  ot  i'alvdtion,  approve  of  his  pre-  - 
cepts,  and,  from  a  view  of  his  wifdomand  goocU-- 
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itcfs,  can  chearfuUy  fubmit  and  refign  ourfelves   ta 
the  difpoflil  of  his  providence.     lii  all  thefe  refpefti 
we  are  by  nature  at  variance  with  him.     We  arc  too 
proud  to  be  indebted  to  hiai  grace,  too  wife"  in  our 
own  conceits  to  defire  his  initruAion,  too  obftinate- 
ly  attached  to  the   love  and  praftice  of  (in,-  to  be 
capable  of  reliihing  the  beauty  and  fpirituaiity  of  his 
commandments.     And  our  love  of  the  worlds  and 
the  thkig&i^of  it,  is  too  ftrong  and  grafpingy  to  per« 
nut  us  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  lot;^  and  with  the  dif«. 
penfations  he  appoints  for  us*.    We  wiib,  if  poflibie^  .. 
and  as  far  as  pofiible>  we  attempt^  to  be  our  own  car*  \ 
ver8»     We  ar^unthankful  when  he  beflows,  irnpa-.- 
tient  if  he  with^holds,  and  if  he  fees  fit  to  refume 
the  gifts^/of  which  we  are  unworthy,  we  repine  and 
i«bel  ag^d  his  wilL     This- enmity  muft  be   fub*- 
dued,  before  we  can  bepleafed  with  his  government* 
Iq  other  wordsy  we  mud  be  chaaged,  we  muft  be  ^ 
made  new  creatures.     To  produce  this  change,  this- . 
new  creation^,  the  gofpel  is^the  only  expedient ;  and 
when  tevealed  and  applied  to  the  heart  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ^e  miracle  is  wrought.     The 
iinner  who  is  £rll:Xonvinccd  of  his^uiit  and  mifery,^.. 
and  then  reconciled  taGod  by  faith  in  the  great  a- 
tonement,  willingl)r. yields  to  his  adminiilration.    He. 
owns  and.  feels  the  propriety  of;  his  pi.roceedings,  is  ^ 
ready  to  acknowledge)  iahis  (harpeft  affiictjons,  that 
the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  haa  not  dealt  with  him  ac- 
cording to  the  jdefert^  of  his  iniquities*.  He.  confi- 
ders  him£cif.as  mi  longer  Jiis^vOwn,  but  bought  with  .. 
a  pricey,  and  brxKight  under  the:  ilrongcfl:  obiigationsj  , 
t^ Jive  no  longer  HJnm^^  Jmt^taMm^Jwko  lovid  him^^. 
and  gave,  bimfelf  for  Mm*^    And  what  was  before  his 
dread  and  diilike,  becomes  now  the  joy  of  his  heart,  . 
the  thought)  that  the  Lord  reignech,  and  that  all  his 
ccoicemg  arc.  in.  the  bands,  of  him  who  doeth  all  . 
tbinga..welL4. 
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Are  there  any  among  us,  who  fay  in  their  hearts^ 

We  nvill  not  have  this  Saviour  to  rule  over  us  ?    The. 

thought  is  no  lefs  vain  than  wicked.     He   muft,  he 

will  reigriy    till  he  has  fuhdued  all  enemies  under   his 

feet*     You  muft  cither  bend  or  break  before  him* 
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SERMON    XXXVII. 

The  Extent  of  Meffiah's  Spiritual  Kmgdom. 

Ret.  XI.  15. 

The  kingdoms  of  this  ivorld  are  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord^  and  of  bis  Chrifl\  and  he  Jhall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever, 

THE  kingdom  of  our  Lord  in  the  heartj  and  in 
the  world,  is  frequently  compared  to  ajjuild- 
ing  or  houfe,  of  which  he  himfclf  is  both  the  foun- 
dation and  the  architect  *.  A  building  advances  by 
degrees  f,  and  while  it  is  in  an  unfinifhcd  ftatc,  a 
ftranger  cannot^  by  viewing  its  prefent  appearance, 
form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the  defign,  and  what 
the  whole  will  be  when  completed.  For  a  time^ 
the  walls  are  of  unequal  height,  it  is  disfigured  by 
rubbiCh,  which  at  the  proper  feafon  will  be  taken 
away ;  and  by  fcaffblding,  which,  though  ufeful  for 
carrying  on  the  building,  does  not  properly  belong 
to  it,  but  will  like  wife  be  removed  when  the  prefent 
tempdr<iry  fervice  is  anfwered.  But  the  architect 
himft:lf  proceeds  according  to  a  determinate  plan,  and 
his  idea  of  the  whole  work  is  perfe£l  from  the  be- 
ginning. It  is  thus  the  Lord  views  his  people  in  the 
prefent  life.  He  has  begun  a  good  work  in  them, 
but  as  yet  every  part  of  it  is  imperfect  and  unfinifh- 
cd 5  and  there  are  not  only  defers  to  be  fupplied,  but 
deformities  and  incumbrances  that  rauft  be  removed. 
Many  of  the  difpeafations  and  exercifes  which  con- 
tribute to  form  their  religious  charadl^^r,  do  not  pro- 
perly belong  to  that  work  which  is  to  aoide,  Mough 
they   have  a  fubferyiency   to  promote   it.      When 

that: 
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Aat  which  i$  perfect  is  come,  the  reft  ihall  be  done 
away* 

And  thus,  althoagH  the  growth  and' extent  of  hi^: 
kingdom  is  the  great  fcope  and  obje^i  of  his  provi« 
dence,  to  which  aU  the  revolutions  that  take  place 
in  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  (hall  be  finally  fubCer- 
iFient  i  yet  the  fteps  by  which  he  is  carrying  forward 
liis  defign,  are,  for  the  moff  part,  remote  from  the. 
common  apprehenGons  of  mankind,   and^  therefore^ 
feldom  engage  their  attention.    His  kingdom,  found-* 
ed  upon  the  rock  of  ^es,  is  biuiding,  advancing,  and- 
the  gates  6f  hell  (hall  not  be  able  to  withftand  it9- 
progrefs-     Only  detached  and  inconfiderablc  parts  of 
the  plan  are  as  yet  viiible,  and  the  beauties  are  every 
where  obfcured   by   attendant   blemilhes ;    but    his 
counfel  {hall  ftand,  and  he  will  do  all  his   pleafure* 
Princes  and  itatefmen  feldom  think  of  him,  are  fel- 
cfom  aware,  that  in  profecuting  their  own  ichemesj 
they  are  eventually  fulfilling  his  purpoies,  and  pre- 
paring the  way  to  promote  the  caufe  which  they  de*   . 
fpife,  and  often  endeavour  to  fupprcfs.     But  thus  if 
is.     Sometimes  he  employs  them,  more  diireflly,  as^' 
his  inftruments,  and  when  they  are  thbs  eagjig^d  irt-. 
his  work,  their  fuccefs  is  fecured.     So  Cyrus^vwhoni^ 
Ifaiah  mentioned  by  name  *,  long  before  his  birth, 
as  the  appointed  deliverer  of  Ifrael  from  their  capti- 
vity, prol'percd  in  his  enterprizes,  being  guided  and  - 
girded  by  him  whom  he  knew  not,  and  ettabliihed* 
his  own  power  upon   the  ruins  of  the  AiTyrian  mo- 
narchy.    The  Roman  empire  likewife  increafed  and 
profpered  from  fmall  beginnings,  that  a  way  might- 
he  opened,  in  the  proper  feafon,  for  the  de{lru<ftioii 
of   the   Jewifli  ceconoray,    and    for  facilitating  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel.      And  pofterity  will  fee, 
that  the  principal  events  of  the  prsfent  age,  in  Afia 
and  America,  have  all  a  tendency  to  bring  forward 
the  accomplifliment  of  my  text  5  and  are  leading  t<>- 
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one  grand  point,  the  fpreading  and  eftablifhment  of 
the  church  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord.  His  plan  is- 
unalterably  €xed  He  has  faid  it,  and  it  uiall  be 
done.  Tilings  will  not  always  remain  in  their  pre- 
fent  diforcfered  ftatej,  and  though  this  deGrable  pe« 
riod  may  be  yet  at  a  didance,  and  appearances  very 
dark  and  unpromifing,  the  word  of  the  Ijord  fhaU 
prevail  over  all  difcouragements  and  opgofition 

Prophecies  which  are  not  yet  fulfilled  will  necefla- 
rHy  be  obftnire.     M^my  learned  men  have  laboured 
to  explain  the  prophecies  in  this  book,  to  afcertaia 
the  lads  which  are  foretold,  and   to   fix  the  dates 
when  they  may  be  expedted  to  take  place.     But  they 
are  fo  divided  in  their  judgments,  and  with  regani  to 
feveral  of  the.moft  eminent  who  thus  difFi'r,  the  fup- 
port  their  opinions  derive  from  the  charadler  and  abi- 
lities of  the  propol'ers  is  fo  nearly  cq^uili  that  thofe 
who  confult  them  are  more  likely  to  be  embarraffed*  -, 
than  fatirfied.     For  myfelf,  1  think  it  becomes  me  to 
confefg  my  ignorance,  and  my  inabilit/^  either- to  re^ 
concile  the  conje6iures  of  others,  or  to- determine c 
which  is  the  more  probable,  or  to  propofe  better  o£. 
my  own.     I  do  not,  therefore,  undertake  to  give  the 
precife  fenfe  of'  this  paffage,  as  it  ilands  connedled* 
with  the  reft  of  the  chapter.     Nor  fhould  I;  perhaps^^ 
have  attempted  to  preach  from  it,  but  upon  this  oc- 
carion.     it   is  introduced,    with  great  propriety,  in 
XheAieJJiahy  as  a  ciofc  to  the  fecond  part,  which  be- 
gins with  a  view  of  the  Lamb  of  God  taking  away 
the  fins  of  the  world,  by  the  power  of  his  prieftly  of- 
fice;  and  concludes  with  an   account  of  his  glorious 
fuccefs  as  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords. 

My  bufinefs  is  only  to  lead  you  to  fome  pleafing 
and  profitable  reflections  upon  this  fubjeft,.  now  it 
comes  in  my  way.^  There  are  many  propheciesi  in 
the  Old  Teltament,  that  fpeak  in  magnificent  ftrains 
ei  z  kingdom,  which  God  would,  in  his  appointed 
xigfiCy  eftablilh  upon  the  earth  -,  the  fcnfe  of  which  i« . 
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greatly  weakened  and  narrowed,  if  reftrained,  as* 
fome  commentators  would  reftrain  it,  to  the  rcftora* 
tion  of  Ifrael  to  their  own  land,  from  their  captivity 
in  Babylon.  Yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  ^Jie  high- 
ly figurative  language  in  which  many  of  thefe  pro- 
phecies are  exprefTed,  a  great  part  of  which  cannot 
be  underftood  literally,  renders  the  interpretation  dif- 
ficult» 

What  we  read  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  this 
book,  of  a  period  in  which  the  faints  (hall  reign  with 
Ghrift  during  a  thoufand  years,  has  given  occafion  to 
almoft  a  thoufand  conjectures,  concerning  a  millen- 
nian  (late.     Some  perfons  fuppofe,  that  the  prefent 
frame  of  nature  fhall  be  diflblved  and  changed,  and 
€xpe6l    a    proper  refurredtion   of   the    dead  ;    aftelr 
which,  the  Lord  will  ptrfonally  reign  with  his  peo- 
ple upon  the  earth,  when  purified  by  fire,  and  reliored 
to  its  primitive  perfection  and  beauty.     If  fo,  earth 
will  be  heaven  i  for  the  ft  ate  of  happinefs  believers 
are  taught  to  hope  for,  depends  not  upon  local  cir- 
cumftances,  but  chiefly  confifts  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  unveiled   immediate  pre  fence,  and  in  beholding- 
his  glory.     Others  feem  10  conceive  of   the  millen- 
nium, nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Jews  formed 
their   expeftations  of  Messiah^s  kingdom.      They, 
think  that  temporal  honours,  dominion,  profperity,  and 
wealth,  will  then  be  the  portion  of  believers  \  the  very 
portion  which  they  are  now  called   upon  to  renounce 
and  defpife.     But,  as  1  have  hinted,  large  allowances 
muft  be  made  for  the  metaphorical  language  of  pro- 
phecy.    We  read,  that  the  ftreets  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem are  paved  with  gold,,  and  that  the  twelve  gates, 
are  twelve  pearls  *  J  but  no  perfon  of  found  judge- 
ment can  fuppofe,  that  this  defcription  is  to  be  un-^ 
derftood  ftriClly,  according  to  the  letter.     The  per*- 
fonal  pre  fence  of  Messiah  with  his  people  is  not 

neceflLarj;^. 
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necefTary  to  fuch  degrees  of  happinefs,  as  arc  compa- 
^iblt-  with  the  preftnt  flate  of  mortality  and  imper- 
fe6kion.  It  is  iufEcient,  if  he  vouchfafes  to  dwell 
wiih  them  by  his  Spirit.  Much  Icfs  are  temporal 
tlominion  and  wealth  neceflary  to  the  profperity  and 
honour  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom.  But  what  then  arc 
we  encourriged  to  expe<ft,  beyond  what  has  been 
hitherto  known,  with  regard  to  this  point?  bet  us 
confult  the  fcripturcs,  which  alone  can  guide  and  de- 
termine our  enquiry  1  will  fckcl  fome  exprefs  paf- 
fages,  a  few  out  ot  many  which  might  be  adduced, 
but  lufficient,  I  hope,  by  the  rules  ot  fober  interpret 
tation,  to  lead  us  to  a  fatisfaclory  anfwcr. 

The  glory  and  happintls  of  Mfcssi  ah's  kingdom,  is 
defcribed  by  the  prophets  in  terms  which  cannot  be 
juilly  applied  to  any  ptriod  of  the  church  already 
paft  They  fometimes  rcprefent  it  by  a  variety  of 
beautiful  paltoral  images,  and  fometimes  in  plainer 
language.  Thus  Ifaiah,  And  it  Jbali  come  to  p.ifs  in 
the  lajl  daysy  that  the  mountain  of  the  LorcCs  houfejhall 
he  eflabiijbed  on  the  top  of  the  mountains^  ana  jhaii  be 
t9calted  above  the  hills ,-  and  all  nations  fhall  flow  unto 
it.  And  many  people  fhall  go  up  and  fay^  Lome  ye^  and 
let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lordf  to  the  houft  of 
ihe  God  of  Jacobs  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  way  if  and 
lue  'will  walk  in  his  paths  ;  for  out  ofZion  Ihall  gjjorth 
the  laWf  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  jerufalem. 
j^nd  he  fhall  judge  among  the  nations y  and  Jhaii  rebuke 
many  people  ;  and  they  Jhall  beat  their  f words  into  plough-^ 
JhareSf  and  their  f pears  into  pruning  hooks :  Nation 
Jhall  mt  lift  up  fword  againft  nation,  neither  /hall  th.y 
learn  war  any  more  *.  Again,  "I he  wof  aljo  fha.l 
d^ivell  with  the  lamiy  and  the  leopard  fhall  He  down  with 
the  kiJ ;  and  the  caf  and  the  young  /ion,  and  the  fat ii  g 
together  y  and  a  little  child  fhall  lead  them  And  iht  cow 
and  the  bear  fhall  Jeed^  their  young  ones  fhall  tie  aown 

.^     .    together  i 
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together ;  and  the  lion  Jhall  edt  Jlraw  like  the  ox.     And 
the  fuik  ng  chill  Jb  ill  play  on  the  hole  of  the  afp^  and  the 
ivearied  ihld  Ji  all  put  his   hand  in  the  cockatrice'den. 
7htyjh.ill  n  t  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain; 
Jot  the  eartl  JhJl  be  Jul!  oj  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord, 
as  the'Wfittts  cover  the  fea  •.     I  might  like  wife  tran- 
fcribe  the  whole  of  the  Iixticth  chapter^  but  (hall  only 
offer  yau'fhe  latter  part  of  it.     Violence  JhrM  no  more 
htiea^d  in  thy  land%  wafting  nor  deJlruBion  within  th^ 
borders;  but  thou  Jhatt  nill thy  Hvalls  Solvation^  and t%y 
gates  Fraife,    Tie  fun'JbuH  be  no  more  thy'hght  by  day, 
neither  for  bright  efs  IhaU  the  moon  gi%>e  light  unto  thee : 
hit  tht  Lordjh  It  be  utito  thee  an  evet  lasting  hghty  and 
thy  God  thy  glory      Thy  fun  Jball  nfj  more  go   dons^n^ 
neither  Jbi'll  thy  moon  withdraw  iljelj :  for   the  Lord 
jhdJl  be  thtne  everlasting   light ^    and  the   days  of  thy 
mottrntng   shoU  be  ended.      Thy  people  alfo  shall  be  aU 
rigktecus^  they  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever ,  the  branch 
of  my  planting   the  work  of  my  hands^  that  1  may  be  ^lo^ 
tified*      .^  I't'-Iif  one  Jhall  become  a  thou/and^  and  a  f  mall 
0ne  a  strotrg  nation  :    I  the  Lord  nvtll  hasten  it  w  his 
ttme-f.     To  the  fame  purpofe  the  Prophet  EzekieU 
j^nd  J  will  Jet  up  one  shepherd  over  them,  and  he  shuH 
feed  them,  even  ^y  fervaut  David;  and  he  shidl  be  their 
shepherd,     ^nd  1  the  Lord  wilt  be  their  Gody  and  my 
setvont  DaV'd  a  prifice  umoj^g  themy   I  the  Lord  have 
jpritn  It,      And  J  will  make  with   them  a  covenant  of 
peace y  andwrll  caujt  the  ei  dbtasti  to  ceaje  out  oJ  the^and; 
and  they  .hat I  dwtU fafely  m  the  wilder nefsy  and  Jleep 
in  the  woods,     'divd  i  w  II  make  them  and  the  places 
routid  about  my  hit    *t  hleffwg :  and  I  tvill  caufe  the 
shower  to  come  donvn  in  ku  Jeefon^  there  shall  be  showers 
of  hlejftng\.     And   again,   Then  ^vM  1  fprit.kle  rlean 
nvate>  u,  oh  yoUy  and  you  shall  be  cltan  :  from  all  your 
Jilthitttfs  and  f torn  til  your  idoh  will  1  cleanfe  you.      A 
new  heart  aljo  will  1  give  ycuy  and  a  new  fpirit  wtll  I 
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J>ut  within  you f  and  I  will  take  away  the  flony  heart 
cut  of  your  Jlefh^  and  I  will  give  you  a  heart  df  jlefb. 
And  I  will  put  my  spirit  within  yotty  and  ye  /ball  keep 
my  judgments^  and  do  them  ^i.  And  the  defolate  land 
shall  be  tilled^  whereas  it  lay  defolate  in  the  fight  of  all 
thai  paffed  by.  And  they  {ball  fay^  Thir  land  that  was 
di folate  is  become  like  the  garden  of  Eden  ;  and  the 
wafle^  and  defolate ^  and  ruined  cities^  are  become  fenced 
and  inhabited \^  The  Prophet  Zechariah  i'peaks  to 
the  fame  cfFedi.  ^ing  and  rejoice^  i)  daughter  ofZttom 
Jor  lof  1  come^  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  fpid/i  of  thee^ 
faith  the  Lord^  And  many  nations  J  ball  be  Joined  t9 
the  Lord  in  that  day^  and  fbaU  be  my  people;  and  I 
^11  dwell  in  the  midjt  vf  thee ;  and  thou  /halt  know 
that  the  Lord  of  hqfls  hath  fent  me  unto  thee.  And  the 
JLordfball  be  hng  over  all  the  earth  ;  in  that  day  there 
shall  be  one  Lcrdy  and  his  name  One^, 

'Though  the  promifes  and  prophecies  of  this  im- 
*'port,  are  addrefled  to  the  church,  under  the  names  of 
Ifrael,  Jacob,' Zion,  or  Jerufalem,  we  are  certain  they 
were  not  fulfilled  to  the  rtation  of  Ifrael  white  their 
-civil  government  fubfifted.     Their  national  profperi- 
^ty  and   glory  were  greatly  diminifhed  before  any  of 
thefe  prophecies  were  revealed.     They  were  an  in- 
conflant  and  a  fufFering  people,  during  the  reigns  of 
-the  kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael,  till  at  length  their  city 
and  temple  were  dcftroyed  by  the  Chaldeans.     And 
though  they  returned  from  their  captivity,  and  their 
city  -and  temple  were  rebuilt,  they  continued  tributary 
and  dependent,  and  were  fucceffively  fubjeft  to  the 
Pcrfian,  Macedonian,  and  Roman  power.      Their  ob« 
ftinate  rejeftion  and  crucifixion  of  Messiah,  filled 
up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  and  brought  wrath 
upon  them  to  the  uttermoft.     They  were  foon  after- 
wards exterminated  from  their  land,  their  conftitu* 
tion,  both  of  church  and  ftatc,  utterly  fubverted  j  and 
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they  remain,  to  this  day,  in  a  <lifperfed  ftate,  which 
renders  the  oblervance  of  their  law  impraGicable. 

It  fetms  equally  plain,  that  theie  prophecies  have 
not  yet  betn  tulfilJed  to  the  Chriilian  church.  The 
greater  part  of  iht  eartr.,  to  this  day,  is  unacquainted 
wiih  the  name  of  Jtlus.  And  the  general  iace  of 
Chriflendom,  whtihtr  in  Pcpifli  or  in  Proteftant 
countries,  exhibits  little  more  of  the  fpirit  and  cha- 
rafltr  of  the  goipel,  than  is  to  be  found  among  the 
Heathens.  It  Chriflianiiy  be  c  -mpatible  with  pride 
or  bafenefs,  with  avarice  or  profufion,  with  maliec 
and  envy,  with  fcepticifm  in  principle  and  hcen* 
ticufriels  oi  condudt,  then  Chriflians  abound  :  but  if 
humility,  integrity,  benevolence,  and  a  fpiritual  mind, 
are  tflential  to  a  Chriflian ;  it  we  judge  by  the  crite- 
rion which  our  Lord  himfelt  appointed,  and  account 
only  thole  his  dil'ciples  who  live  in  the  exercife  of 
mutual  love,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  are  but  few, 
even  in  the  places  which  are  muft  favoured  with  the 
light  of  the  gofpel.  But  can  tht  Scriptures  be  bro- 
ken ?  Can  the  promifes  ot  the  Lord  fail  ?  By  no 
means.  Heaven  and  earth  Jhall  paj's  away,  but  not  one 
jot  or  tittle  of  his  word  (hah  fail  ol  accumplifhment. 

It  is  not  necefTary  to  fuppoft  that  every  individual 
of  mankind  fhall  be  favingly  converted  to  the  Lord 
in  this  future  day  of  his  powers  but  I  apprehend  the 
current  language  of  the  prophecies  warrants  us  to 
hope,  that  the  prayers  and  delires  of  the  church  (halli 
in  Ic  me  future  period,  be  fignally  anfwcrcd,  in  the 
following  r«fpe£ls. 

I  That  the  goipel  fhall  viCt  the  nations  which  arc 
at  prelcnt  involved  in  daiknefs.  The  Heathen  are 
given  to  MfcSSiAH  for  his  inheritance^  and  the  utter'' 
moji  patts  of  the  earth  for  his  pojfeffion.  At  prelcnt 
(as  I  have  tormtriy  oblerved  *)  li  the  whole  of  Chrif- 
tendim  were  inhabited  by  real  Chriflians,  they  would 
bear  but  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  reft  of.  mankind. 

Large 
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Large  countries  In  Europe,  Afia»  and  Africa,  where 
the  gofpel  was  once  known,  have  been  f.r  many 
ages  involved  in  Mohammedan  darknefs.  The  fcat- 
tered  remnants  of  the  Greek  church  in  Turkey  are  fo 
miferably  depraved  and  ignorant,  that  they  fcarcely 
deferve  to  be  mentioned  as  an  exception.  The  reft 
of  Afia  knows  little  of  Chriftianity,  unlefs  they  have 
learnt  it  in  the  eaftern  parts  from  the  cruelty  and  ty- 
ranny of  men  who  bear  the  name  of  Chriftians.  The 
like  may  be  faid  of  America,  excepting  the  northern 
provinces  of  our  late  dominion  there.  For  the  zeal 
©f  the  Spaniar<l«  and  Portuguefe  has  produced  few 
ether  effefts  than  rapine,  jlavcry,  and  deluges  of  hu- 
man blood.  The  interior  parts,  both  of  Africa  and 
America,  are  unknown.  The  countries  and  iflands 
lately  difcovered  in  the  fouthern  hcmifphere,  are 
left,  as  they  were  found,  in  grofs  ignorance.  The 
exertions  of  our  navigators  to  fupply  them  with 
iheep  and  cows,  and  ufeful  implements,  from  £u^ 
rope,  were  humane  and  laudable.  But  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  leaft  attempt  was  made  to  impart  to 
them  the  knowledge  of  our  holy  religion.  I'he  on- 
ly miffionary  they  have  from  us,  (if  he  be  yet  living), 
is  the  much  fpoken  of  Omiah.  This  man  was  brought 
to  England,  almoft  from  "the  Antipodes;  he  fpent 
feme  time  amongfl  us,  and  was  then  fent  back  to 
tell  his  countrymen  what  he  had  -feen  and  heard. 
But  if  he  gave  a  faithful  account  of  our  cufloms, 
inorals,  and  religion,  fo  far  as  they  fell  within  the 
circle  of  his  own  obfervations,  the  relation  would 
certainly  be  little  to  our  honour,  and  I  am  afraid 
much  to  tlieirhuTt.  In'brief,  a  large  part  of  Europe, 
almoil  the  whole  of  the  other  three  continents,  with 
the  iflands  in  the  Eaftern  arid  Southern  Oceans,  are 
•dcftitute  of  the  true  goipcl.  But  there  is  a  time  ap- 
proaching, called  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles,  wh»  n 
the  Redeemer's  glory  (hall  dawn  and  fliine  upon  all 
nations.  And  though  we  cannot  fee  when  or  how 
VoL.IL  F  *  tliis 
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this  happy  charge  fliall  be  efFcfled,  yet,  in  the  Lord's 
hour,  mountains  (hall  fink  into  plainb.  Nor  is  it 
more  improbable  to  us  now,  thail  it  would  have  feem- 
cd  to  an  inhabitant  of  Rome  in  the  time  of  Juliui 
Caefar,  that  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  ihould  one 
day  be  diftinguifhed  by  all  thofe  privileges  which  the 
Providence  of  Gcd  has  fince  bellowed  upon  it. 

2.  That  this  gofpel  ihall  prevail,  not  in  ivcrd  ofily^ 
hut  in  po^^er.     Even  where  the  name  ot  Chrift  is 
profcfled,  but  little  of  the  power  of  it  is  at  preitnt 
known.     The  fuperftition  and  falfc  worfliip  gtne- 
rally  prevalent  within  the  pale  of  the  Roman  and 
Grtck  churches,  may  be  mentioned  without  ofFtncc 
to  Prottftants.     But  the  bulk  of  the  Proteftant  coun* 
tries  are  equally  overfpread  with  fccpticifm  and  wick- 
cdnefs.     Few  comparatively,  among  Prottftants,  arc 
^friendly  to  that  gofpel  which    the  apoftles    preach- 
ed;  and  much  ftwer  arc  they  who  are  irfluenced 
by  it.     Perhaps  no  nation  is  favoured  with  greater 
advantages  for  knowing  the  truth  than  our  nation, 
nor  any  city  more  favoured  than  this  city.     I  doubt 
net  but    there  are  perlons  now  living,  who  would 
have  been  thought  eminent  Chriftians,  if  they  had 
lived  in  the  fir  ft  ;;nd  happieft  age  o\  the  church  \  and 
I  truft  their  number  is  greater  than  we  are  aware  of* 
The  Lcrd  has  a  hidden  people,  little  known  to  the 
world,  or  to  each  ether.    But  if  we  judge  by  the 
flandard  of  truth,  we  muft  acknowledge  that  the 
power  of  religious  profelfion  is  i?ery  low.     How  little 
decs  it  appear  in  the  lives,  tempers,  and  puiluits  of 
the  moft  who  hear  the  gofpel  ?     But   the  time  will 
ccme  when  Chriftians  fhall  again  be  known  by  their 
integrity,  fpiritual-mindtcnefs,  and  benevolence,  and 
by  all  the  fruifs  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are,  by  Jc- 
fus  Chrift,  to  the  gloiy  and  praifc  of  God.     The  laiU 
of  piyftical  Babylon,  and  of  Antichrift,  in  its  various 
forms,  and  the  calling  of  the  Jews,  are  events  which 
are  pofitively  foretold^  and  M'hichj  when  they  come 
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to  pafsy  will  have  great  efFe^s.     Zioti)  as  yet^  is  otilf 
building,  but  it  ihali  be  built. 

3  That  the  animofities  and  difputes  which  prevail 
among  Chriftians  (hall  ceafe.  The  obfervation  of  r 
late  ingenious  writer,  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  he 
was  confirmed  in  by  his  own  experience,  is  too  much 
founded  m  truth.— *«  Wehavejuft  religion  enough 
<«  to  make  us  hate  one  another."  The  ipirit  of  par- 
ty, prejudice,  bigotry,  and  interefl,  a  2eal  for  fy{tems» 
forms,  modes^  /and  denominations,  fumiih  men  with 
plaufible  pretences  for  indulging  their  unfan^ltfied 
paffions,  and  deceive  them  into  an  opinion,  that 
while  they  are  gratifying  their  pride  and  felf-will, 
they  are  only  labouring  to  pfomote  the  caufe  of  God 
and  truth.  Hence  often  the  feuds  which  obtain  a« 
mong  religious  people  are  puriued  Mth  greater  vio-i 
knee,  and  to  greater  lengths,  and  are  produftive  of 
more  mifchievous  confrrquences,  than  the  quarrels  of 
drunkards.  The  lovers  of  peace,  who  rcfufe  to  take 
a  part  in  thefe  contentions,  but  rather  weep  over 
them  in  fecret,  are  cenfured  and  defpifed  as  neutr  Js 
and  cowards,  by  the  angry  combatants  on  lali  fides, 
ivhiie  the  world  defpifes  and  laughs  at  them  all.  It 
was  not  fo  in  the  beginning,  nor  will  it  be  lo  alVays. 
The  hour  is  coming,  when  believers  (hall  be  united 
in  love,  ih.ill  agree  in  all  that  is  efli^ntial  to  a  life  of 
faith  and  holinefs,  and  (hall  live  in  the  exercife  of 
forbearance  and  tendernefs  towards  each  other,  if,  ill 
fome  points  of  fmaller  importance,  they  cannot  think 
cxaiily  alike  5  which  polTibiy  may  be  the  cafe  in  the 
be  ft  times,  in  the  prcfent  impcrfeft  ftate  of  human 
nature.  Ephratm  thenjhall  no  more  envy  Judah^  nor 
Judah  vex  Ephraim  *. 

4.  That  it  will  be  a  time  of  general  peace.  At 
prefent,  the  kingdoms,  which,  by  their  profeffion, 
ihould  be  fubjc£ls  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  are  per- 
petually difturbisgj'  invading,   and  deftroying  each 
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otber.  They  live  in  habits  of  mutual  fear  and  jea- 
louly,  and  maintain  great  armies  on  all  Gdes  ;  that 
each  nation  may  be  prepared,  if  occaHon  offers,  to 
ftrikc  the  firft  blow.  War  is  followed  as  a  tradCf 
and  cultivated  as  a  fcience;  and  they  who^  with  the 
greateft  diligence  and  fuccefs,  fpread  devaftation  and 
ruin  far  and  wide,  and  deluge  the  earth  with  human 
blood,  acquire  the  title  of  heroes  and  conquerors. 
Can  there  be  a  ftrongcr  confirmation  of  what  we  read 
in  fcripture  concerning  the  depravity  of  man  ?  Can 
we  conceive  an  employment  more  fuited  to  gratify 
the  malignity  of  Satan  and  the  powers  of  darknefs,  if 
they  were  permitted  to  appear  and  a£t  amongft  us  in 
human  ihapes  ?  Could  fuch  enormities  poffibly  ob- 
tain, if  tht  mild  and  merciful  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  ge- 
nerally prevailed  ?  But  it  fliall  prevail  at  laft,  and 
then  the  nations  Jhail  learn  war  no  more  *. 

How  tranfporting  the  thought !  that  a  time  fliall 
yet  arrive,  wh^n  the  love  of  God  and  man,  of  truth 
and  righteoufnefe,  fhall  obtain  through  the  earth. 
The  evils  (and  thefe  are  the  greateft  evils  of  human 
fife)  ys^hich  men  bring  upon  themfelves,  and  upon 
€ach  other,  by  their  wickednefs,  fhall  ceafc ;  and  wc 
may  believe  that  the  evils  in  the  natural  world  will 
be  greatly  abated.  Sin  will  no  longer  call  down  the 
tokens  of  God's  difpleafure,  by  fuch  public  calamities 
as  hurricanes,  earthquakes,  peftilence,  and  famine. 
And  if  feme  natural  evils,  as  pain  and  ficknefs,  fhould 
femain,  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  the  com- 
pafGon  and  tendernefs  of  men  towards  the  afflifled, 
will  render  them  tolerable. 

It  this  profpe£l:  be  defirable  to  us,  furely  it  will 
be  the  obje£l  of  our  prayers.  The  Lord  will  do  great 
things,  but  he  will  be  enquired  of  by  his  people  for 
the  performance. 

but  to  many  perfons  the  extenCon  of  dominion  and 
commerce  appears  much  more  defirable.  The  glory  and 
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extent  of  the  Britifli  government  has  been  eargerly  pur- 
fued ;  and  the  lace  diminution  of  our  national  grandeur 
and  influence  ha».bc:en  much  kid  to  heart  ^  while  the 
glory  of  the  Redcemer*8  kingdom,  and  the  converfioa 
of  the  Heathens,  are  confidered  by  the  PoHncians  and 
Merchants  of  the  earth,  as  trivial  concerns,  unworthy 
of  their  notice,  or  rather  as  obftacles  to  the  views  of 
ambition  and  avarice.  But  it  is  faid  of  Messiah,  and 
of  bis  church,  The  nation  and  kingdom  that  will  not 
ferve  theejhall  peti/b  *.  The  word  of  God  may  be 
flighted,  but  it  cannot  be  annulled ;  and  it'  is  more  z 
fubje£l  for  lamentarion  than  wonder,  that  our  na- 
tional profperity  {houM  decline,  when  we  are  indif- 
ferent, yea,  adverfe  to  that  caufe  which  the  great  Go- 
vernor of  the  world  has  engaged  to  promote  and  efU* 
bliih. 

•  If.  Ix,  x». 
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King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords. 

Rev.  XIX.  i6. 

l^nd  he  hath  on  his  ve/lurcy  and  on  his  thigh y  a  natnt 
ivriiten\  KiNG  OF  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords. 

THE  defctiption  of  the  adminiftration  and  glory 
of  the  Redecmcr*s  kingdom,  in  defiance  of  all 
oppofition,  concludes  the  fecond  part  of  the  Mejpah. 
Three  different  paflages  from  this  book  are  feleded 
to  form  a  grand  chorus,  of  which  his  title  in  this 
verfe  is  the  clofe ;  a  title  which  has  been  fometimes 
vainly  ufurped  by  proud  worms  of  the  earth.  Eaft- 
ern  monarchs,  in  particular,  have  affefted  to  ftylc 
themfelves  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  In  the 
fcriptural  language,  men,  whether  high  or  low,  rich 
or  poor,  one  ^ith  another,  are  conipared  to  worms 
v.nd  potfhercls  of  the  earth  ;  but  the]^  are  by  nature 
ib  flroiigly  infefled  by  pride,  that  they  cannot  invent 
titles  of  honour  anfwerablc  to  the  idea  they  have  of 
their  own  importance,  without  intrenching  upon  the 
divine  prerogative.  Thus  fovereignty,  majefty,  holi- 
ncfs,  and  grace,  and  other  attributes  which  properly 
I  tlong  to  God  alone,  are  parcelled  out  among  the 
Great,  But  let  the  great  and  the  mighty  khow,  that 
v  herein  they  fpeak  proudly,  Messiah  is  above  them. 
The  whole  verfe  (of  which  the  latttr  claufe  only  is  ia 
the  Oratorio)  offers  two  points  to  our  meditations. 

L  How  he  is  reprcfented  as  ivearing  his  title.  It: 
is  written,  or  infcribed,  upon  his  vc^flure  dipped  In 
blccda  and  upop  his  thigh  \  euher  upon  that  part  of 
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his  vefture  which  covers  his  thigh,  or  upon  the  upper 
part  of  his  vefture,  and  upon  his  thigh  likewife. 

IL  The  title  itfelf,  King  of  kings^  and  Lord  of 
bras.  Whatever  power  the  kings  and  lords  among 
mankind  pofTefs,  is  derived  from  hinij  and  abfolutely 
fubjc£i  to  his  controul. 

I.  The  manner  in  which  he  wears  his  name  or  title. 
It  is  written  upon  hi&  vefture^  and  upon  his  thigh , 

I.  This  name  being  written  upon  his  vefture^  de- 
notes the  manifeftation  and  the  ground  of  his  autho- 
rky.  It  is  written  upon  his  outward  garment,  to  be 
read,  known,  and  acknowledged  by  all  beholders. 
And  it  is  upon  .his  bloody  garment,  upon  the  vefture 
ilained  with  his  own  blood,  and  the  blood  of  his 
enemies ;  which  intimates  to  us^  that  his  govemmenr 
is  founded  upon  the  fuccefs  of  his  great  undertaking. 
In  the  pafiage  from  whence  this  verfe  is  feledied^ 
there  are  three  names  attributed  to  Messiah.  He 
^las  a  name  which  no  ^m  knows  but  himfelf*^  agree* 
able  to  what  he  declared  when  upon  eavth.     No  man, 

$v\u^^  no  one  (neither  man  nor  angel)  knoweth  the 
Son,  .but  the  Father ;  this  refers  to  his  eternal  power 
and  Godhead.  A  fecond  name.  The  Word  of  God  \f 
denotes  the  myftcry  of  the  divine  pcrfonalicy. '  The 
name  in  my  text  imports  his  glory,  as  the  Mediator 
between  God  and  man,  in  our  nature,  which,  when 
he  rcfumed  it  from  the  grave,  became  the  feat  of  all 
power  and  authority  ;  which  power  we  are  now 
taught  to  coniider,'  not  merely  as  the  power  of  God, 
to  whom  it  eilentxally  belongs,  but  as  the  power  of 
God  exercifed  in  and  by  that  Man  who  died  upon 
the  crofs  for  our  (ins.  In  confequence  of  his  'obe- 
dience unto  death,  he  received  a  name  which  is  above 
evety  namep  This  infcription  his  own  people  read 
by  the  eye  of  faith  in  the  prefent  life,  and  it  infpire^. 
them  with  confidence  and  joy,  under  the  many  trL 
bulations  they  pafs  through  in  the  courle  of  their 
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profeffion.  Hereafter  it  fliall  be  openly  known,  and 
read  by  all  men.  Every  eye  (hall  fee  it,  and  every 
heart  muft  either  bow  or  break  before  him. 

2.  It  is  written  upon  his  thigh.  The  thigh  is  the 
emblem  of  power,  and  is  the  part  of  the  body  on 
whic  the  fword  is  girded  *.  By  this  emblem  we  are 
taught,  that  he  will  aflurcdly  maintain  and  exercife 
the  right  which  he  has  acquired.  As  he  has  a  juft 
claim  to  the  title,  he  will  ad  accordingly.  Many 
titles  among  men  are  merily  titular.  So  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  is  flyled  likewifeKing  of  France,  though 
he  has  neither  authority  nor  poiTefiions  in  that  king* 
dcm.  But  this  name  which  Messiah  bears  is  full 
of  life,  truth,  and  influence.  He  is  (lylcd  King  of 
kings^  and  Lord  of  lordsy  becaufe  he  really  is  fo  ; 
becaufe  he  a€lual]y  rules  and  reigns  over  them,  and 
does  according  to  his  own  pleafure  in  the  armies  of 
heaven^  and  among  the  inhabitants  pf  the  earthy  with 
an  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  fway,  fo  that  none  can 
fay  his  handy  or  fay  unto  him^  What  doeft  thou  \  f 

II.  The  title  iifclf  is  King  of  kings y  and  Lord  of 
krds.  He  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  f . 
Too  many  of  them  imagine  a  vain  thing.  They  take 
counfel  together,  and  fet  the mfe Ives  againft  him  ||, 
fa^ying,  Let  us  break  his  bands  afttnder.  But  he  Jitteth- 
in  the  heavinsy  and  has  ihem  in  derijtcn.  He  has  his 
hock  in  their  nofe,  and  his  bridle  in  their  lips,  and 
the  refult  of  all  their  contrivances  is  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  the  accomplifliment  of  his  will. 

I.  The  rage  they  difcovcr,  and  the  refiftance  they 
make,  cannot  weaken  this  truth,  but  rather  render  it 
more  evident.  If  it  be  a&ed,  Why  docs  he  permit 
them  to  refift  ?  we  may  give  an  anfwer  in  point  from 
the  cafe  of  Pharaoh.  He  refifted,  and  he  perifhed. 
He  was  often  warned  and  rebuked,  but  he  (till  har- 
dened his  neck,  and  continued  ftubborn  under  re- 
peated judgments,   till  at  length  he  was  deftroyed 
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without  remedy.     Thus  the  God  of  Ifrael  was  more 
magnified,  and  the  people  of  Ifrael  were  more  ho- 
noured, in  the  view  of  the  furrounding  nations,  when 
they  were  brought  from  Egypt  with  a  high  hand  and 
with  a  ftretched-ouc  arm,  and  when  Pharaoh  and  his 
armies  were  overthrown  in  the  Red  Sea,  than  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  would  have  admitted,^  if  Pharaoh 
had  made  no  opposition  to  their  departure.     Tet  the 
obftinacy  of  Pharaoh  was  properly  his  own*     It  is 
true,  we  are  ailuFed'  that  God  hardened  his  heart ; 
but  we  are  not  thereby  warranted  to  fuppofc  that  God 
is  the  author  of  the  fin,  which  he  hates- and  forbids* 
It  is  written  again,   that   God  cannot  be  tentpted  ivith 
gviif  neither  tempteth  ht  any  man  *,   and  the  fcripture 
is  to  be  interpreted  confiftently  with  itfelf.     It  would 
be  abfurd  to  afcribe  darkncfs  or  ice  to  the  agency  of 
the  fun,  thougla   both  inevitably  follow,  if  the  light 
and  heat  of  the  fun  be  withdrawn  to  a  certain  degree. 
A  degree  of  heat  is  neceiTary  to  keep  water  in  that 
ftate  of  fluidity  which  we  commonly  fuppofe  eflential 
to  its  .nature  *,  but  it  is  rather  efiential  to  the  nature 
of  water  to  harden-  inta  ice,  if  it  be  deprived  of  the 
heat  which  is  neceflary  to  preferve  it  in  a  fluid  llate  ^ 
and  the  hardell  metals  will  melt  and  flow  like  water,  . 
i£  heat  be  praportionably  increafed.     Thus  it  is  witll 
the  heart  of  fallen  man.     In  whatever  degree  it  is  > 
ibft  and  impreflive,  capable  of  feeling  and  tendernefs,  . 
we  mult  attribute  it  to  the  fecret  influence  of  che  Fa- 
ther and  Fountam  of  Light  \  and  if  he  is-  pleaied  tp  • 
withdraw  his  mfluence^  nothing  more  is^neediul^  to  * 
its  complete  induration. 

1^  The  kings  of  the  earth  are  continually  difturb^ 
ing  the  world  with  their  fchemes  of  ambition.  Taey 
expert  to  carry  every  thing  betore  them^  and  hitve 
fcldom  any  higher  end  in  view,  than  the  gratification 
of  their  own  paifions.  But  m  all  they  do  they  ar^e 
but  fervants  of  this  great  King  and  Lord^  and  fulfil  < 
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his  purpofes,  as  the  icilruments  he  employs  to  infii£fc 
prefcribed  puniihment  upon  tranfgrefibrs  againft  hiixi^ 
or  to  open  a  way  for  the  fpread  of  his  gofpel*  Thas» 
under  the  Old-Teftament  difpeniation,  (for  he  was 
Kin^r  from  evcrlalling),  the  fucceffes  of  Sennacherib 
and  Nebuchadnezzari  and  the  exaltation  of  Cyrus, 
were  entirely  owing  to  their  being  employed  by  hina,, 
as  an  axe  or  a  faw  in  the  hand  of  the  workman  *. 
And  they  a£ied  under  a  limited  commii&on,  beyond 
which  they  could  not  go.  They  had  one  thing  ta 
view,  He  had  another ;  and  when  his  deiign  was  ac- 
complifhed,  we  hear  of  them  no  more.  Time  woukt 
not  foiBce,  were  I  to  adduce  the  many  ftriking  in- 
ftances  of  the  like  kind  which  offer  to  obfervation 
from  the  perufal  of  modern  hiilory*  It  is  well 
knowni  with  tefpeft  to  that  great  event,  the  Refor- 
mation from  Popery  in  the  fixteenth  century,  and 
efpecially  iii^our  own  land,  that  many  of  the  princi-^ 
pal  perfons  who  contributed  to  its  eftablifhment  hated 
it  in  their  hearts.  But  their  ambition,  appetites,  and 
worldly  policy,  engaged  them  in  fuch  mekfures,  as 
the  King  of  kings  over- ruled  to  produce  confequences 
which  they  neither  intended  nor  couU  forelee  ;  and 
which,  when  they  did  apprehend,  they  would  haye 
prevented  if  they  eould,  but  ^t  was  too  late.  Future 
writers,  I  doubt  not,  will  make  the  like  refie£iion  on 
the  late  American  war :  in  the  origin  and  progrefs  o£ 
which,  there  was  fuch  an  evident  difproportion  be- 
tween the  apparent  caufes,  and  the  eiFe£ls  pvoduced 
by  them  \  between  the  firil  defigns  and  expe£tations 
of  th^  principal  adors  on  both  fides,  and  the  final 
c^vcnt ;  fhat  I  think  they  who  do  not  perceive  a  fuper-^ 
intending  Providence  condu£king  the  whole  afiiur,  as 
a  preparation  to  dill  greater  and  more  important  re- 
volutions, mud  be  quite  at  a  lods  to  account  for  what 
h^s  already  happened,  upoa  any  principles  of  human 
policy  or  forefight. 

3.  Thsu 
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3*  That  he  is  King  of  kings,  and  Governor  among 
the  nations,  is  farther  evident  frott>  the  prefervatiou 
of  his  people ;  for  the  world  is  againfl  them,  and 
they  have  no  prote£lor  but  him.  The  wrath  of 
man,  hke  ihe  waves  of  the  fea^  has  bounds  pre« 
fcribed  to  it  which  it  cannot  pafs.  So  far  as  he  is 
pleafed  to  over- rule  it  to  his  own  praife,  he  will 
permit  it  to  operate ;  but  the  remainder,  that  is  not 
fubfervienr  to  the  accomplifhment  of  his  purpofe,  he 
wiy  reftrain  ♦^  But  be  works  fo  fecretly,  though 
powerfully,  by  the  agency  of  fccond  caufes,  that 
only  they  who  arc  enlightened  by  his  word  and  Spi- 
rit can  perceive  his  interference.  He  permitted' 
Ahithophel  to  give  that  counfel  to  Abfalom,  which, 
tliough  wicked,  was,  in  the  political  fenfe  of  the 
word,  prudent  5  that  is,  it  was  the  probable  method 
of  putting  David  into  the  power  of  his  rebellious- 
fon.  Duvid  had  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  turn 
Ahiihophers  counfel  into  JMJhrtefs  f .  Had  the  Lord 
iiiftantJy  deprived  Ahithophel  of  his  reafoni  this 
prayer  would  have  been^  more  vifibly,  but  not  more 
elFcftually  anfwered,  than  by  the  counter- advice  of 
Hufliai,  which,  though  rafh-  and  extravagant,  being 
fuited  to  gratify  the  vanity  and  folly  o£  Abfalom  X^ 
rendered  the  other  abortive.  Sometimes  the  ene- 
mies of  his  church  divide  and  wrangle  among  them- 
ftlves,  and  then  one  paiXy,  to  mortify  and  oppofe 
the  other,  will  prote£b  thofe  whom-  otherwife  they: 
wifh  to  deilroy.  Thus  Paul  efcaped  fiom  the  mai- 
lice  of  the  Jewifh  council,  by  the  fuddea  difagrce- 
Rient  which  arofe  between  the  Phartfees  and  Saddii* 
cees  II,  though  they  came  together  equally  determi- 
ned to  deftroy  him.  At  other  times,^  kings  and 
itatefinen  a£l:  fo  inconfiftently  with  their  profefTed 
aimsj  2nd  take  fteps  fo  dire£lly  calculated  to  pre« 
vent  what  they  wifli  to  obtun,.  or  to  bring  upoa 

F  6  themfelvca. 


12%        JSjfig  of  kings^  and  Lord  of  lords.      Ser.  3 ^». 

themfelves  what  they  mean  to  avoid,  that  we  cari 
only  fay,  they  are  infatuated.  A  very  fmall  compli- 
ance feemed  likely  to  have  fecured  the  affeftioti  of 
the  twelve  tribes,  to  Rehoboam.  Wc  arc  ready  to 
wonder  that  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  fpcak. 
mildly  to  the  people  for  one  day,  with  a  view  of 
engaging  them  to  be  his  fervants  for  ever.  But 
when  we  read  that  the  caufe  was  from  the  Lord  *,, 
and  that,  in  this  way,  his  purpofe  of  feparating  thc. 
kingdoms  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  was  efFefted,  the 
wonder  ccafes.  Very  obfervable,  likewife,  was  the 
eoincidence  of  circumftances  which  preferved  the 
Jews  in  Perfia  from  the  dcftru£liv€  defigns  of  their 
adverfary  Haman.  If  the  f  king  had  flept  that  night,., 
as-ufual,  or  if  his  attendants  had  read  to  him  in  any 
book  but  the  Chronicle  of  the  empire,  or  in  any  part 
of  that  Chronicle  but  the  very  paflage  in  which  the. 
fervice  of  Mordecai  had  been  recorded,  humanly 
fpcaking,  Haman  would  have  carried  his  point.  la- 
this  manner,  by  a  concurrence  of  circumftances,, 
each  of  them,  if  cohfidered  fingly,  apparently  tri- 
vial, and  all  of  them  contingent  with  refpe£l  to 
any  human  forefight  or  prevention,  the  Lord  often 
pours  contempt  upon  the  wife  and  the  mighty,  an  J 
defeats  their  deepeft^  laid' and  beft  concerted  fchemes,. 
in  the  moment  when  they  promife  themfelves  fuccefs*. 

Many  lalutary  and  comfortable  inferences  may  be 
drawn  from  the  confideration  of  this  fubje£t.     Some, 
of   them  I  may  perhaps  have    formerly  mentioned,N. 
but  they  will  well  bear  a  repetition.     We  have  need, 
to  be  reminded  of  what  we  already  know, 

I.  It  ftiould  infpire  its  with  confidence.  If  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  the  Lord  of  lords,  be  for  us,  what 
wcaporr  or  counfel  can  profper  againft  us  ?  However 
dark  and  threatening  appearances  may  be,  we  need! 
ivot  tremble  for  the  ark  of  God.  The  concernments 
df  hia  church  are  in  fafc  hands.     The  caufe  fo  dear 

to 
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to  uSy  is  ilill  more  dear  to  him.  He  has  power  tO" 
fupport  it  when  it  is  oppofed,  and  grace  to  revive, 
it  when  it  is  drooping,  k  has  often  been  brought 
I0W9  but  never  has  beeO)  never  (hall  be  forfaken. 
When  he  will  work,  none  can  hinder.  Nor  need 
you  fear  for  yourfelf,  if  you  have  committed  yourlelf 
and  your  all  to  him.  The  very  hairs  f  your  head  are 
numbered^ ^  There  is  a  hedge  of  protection  f  around, 
you,  which  none  can  break  through  without  his  pcr- 
mifTion ;  nor  will  he  permit  you  to  be  touched,  ex* 
cept  when  he  de(igns  to  make  a  temporary  and  feem* 
ing  evil  conducive  to  your  real  and  permanent  ad*>~ 
vantage. 

2-  It  fhould  afFeft  us  with  an  admiring  and  thank- 
ful feitfe  of  his  londefcenjion  Lords  what  ii  miirif, 
that  thou  Jhou^deji  be  fo  mimiful  of  him  ?  tie  humbles^ 
himfelf  to  behold  the  things  that  are  m  heaven-X-  i3ut 
he  ttoops  (till  lower.  A:  affords  his  attention  and 
favour  to  (inful  men.  His  eye  is  always  upon  his 
people,  his  car  open  to  tlieir  prayt  rs.  Not  a  figh  or- 
falling  tear  efcapes  his  notice.  He  pi4:ies  them,  as  at. 
father  pities  his  children  \.  he  proportions  their  trials. 
to  their  (Irength,  or  their  ftrength  to  their  trials,. 
and  fo  adjufts  his.  difpenfations  to  their  Itate,  that 
they  never  luflFer  unneccffarily,  nor  in  vain. 

3.  How  great  is  the  dignity  and  privilege  of  true* 
believers*  Is  the  man  congratulated  or  envied  whom 
the  king  deligKteth  to  honour  ?  Believers  are  more. 
frequently  defpifcd  than  envied,  in  this  world.  But 
they  may  congratulate  one  another.  Tlie  King  of 
kin)i;s  is  their,  friend*  They  have  honours  and  plea« 
fures  which'  the  world  knows  nothing  of.  Their 
titles  are  high,  they  are  thtfons  and'  the  daughters  of 
tie  Lord  Almighty  ||.  Their  pofTeffions  arc  great,  for 
ail  ih/ngs  are  theirs  §}  They  are  afflired-  of  what  is 
beft  for  them  in  this  life,  and  of  life  eternal  hereaf^ 

tcr.., 
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tcr.  They  arc  now  nearly  related  to  the  King  of 
kIngSy  and  (hall  ere  long  be  acknowledged  and  own- 
ed  by  him^  before  aflembled  worlds.  They  who  now 
account  the  proud  happy>  will  be  aftonifhed  and  con- 
founded when  they  fhall  fee  the  righteous,  whom 
they  once  undervalued,  ^i«^^/ /A /f/tf  the  fun  in  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

4.  We  may  laftly  infer  the  extreme  folly  and 
danger  of  thofe  who  perfift  in  thf  ir  rebellion  and 
oppoficion  againft  this  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords.  Though  he  exercifes  much  patience  and  long- 
fufFering  towards  them  for  a  feafon,  the  hour  is  ap- 
proaching when  his  wrath  will  burn  like  fire.  It 
is  written,  and  muft  be  fulfilled,  the  wicked  fiall  be- 
turned  into  heliy  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God  *. 
Oh  the  folemnities  of  that  great  day,  when  the  frame 
of  nature  fiiall  be  diflblvcd,  when  the  Judge  (hall  ap- 
pear, the  books  be  opened,  and  all  mankind  (hall  be^ 
fummoned  to  his  tribunal !  Will  not  you  yet  tremble 
and  bow  before  him,  ye  carelefe  ones,  while  he  iS' 
feated  upon  a  throx>e  of  grace,  and  while  the  door  of 
mercy  ftands  open  ?  Once  more  I  call,  I  warn,  t 
charge  you,  to  repent,  and  beKeve  the  gofpeL  If 
to-day  you  will  hear  his  voice,  it  is  net  yet  too  late. 
But  who  can  anfwer  for  to-morrow  }  Perhaps  this 
night  your  foul  may  he  required  (f  you  f .  Are  you  pre- 
pared for  the  fummons  i  If  not,  feize  the  prefent  op- 
portunity. Attend  to  the  one  thing  needful.  Seek  his> 
face,  that  your  foul  may  live.  If  not,  remember  that 
you  are  warned  *,  your  blood  will  be  upon  your  own. 
nead.  We  have  delivered  our  mefTage,  and  if  you^ 
finally  xt\t(k  it,  you  muft  anfwer  for  jourfdves  to^ 
him  whofe  mefiage  it  is^ 
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SERMON    XXXIX. 


Job's  Faith  and  Expeilation. 


Job  xix.  25,  26. 

I  know  that  my   Redeemer  iivetb,  and  tiat  he  JbaU 
Jiand  in  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth.     And  though 
after  my  Jkin^  worms  defiroy  tins  body^  yet  inmyflejb^ 
fiall  I  fee  God* 

CHRISTIANITY,  that  is,  the  religion  of  whicb 
Messiah  is  the  author  and  objed,  the  founda- 
tion, life,  and  glory,  though  not  altogether  as  old  aa 
the  creation,  is  nearly  fo.  It  is  coeval  with  the  firft 
promife  and  intimation  of  mercy  given  to  fallen  man. 
When  Adam  by  tranfgreffion  had  violated  the  order 
and  law  of  his  creation,  his  religion,  that  is,  the  right 
difpoHtion  of  his  heart  towards  God,  was  at  an  end» 
Sin  deprived  him  at  once  of  faith  and  hope,  of  love 
and  joy.  He  no  longer  defired,  he  no  longer  could 
bear,  the  prefence  of  his  offended  Maker.  He  vainly 
fought  to  avoid  it ;  and  when  compelled  to  anfwer^ 
though  he  could  not  ^deny  his  guilt,  inftead  of  ma- 
king an  ingenuous  confeffion,  he  attempted  to  £b: 
the  blame  upon  the  woman,  or  rather  indeed  upon 
the  Lord  himfelf,  who  had  provided  her  for  him.. 
But  mercy,  undeferved  and  undefired,  relieved  hivck 
from  a  date  in  which  he  was  already  become  obdu- 
rate and  defperatc.  A  promife  was  given  him  o£ 
the  feed  of  the  woman  *,  which  virtually  contain- 
ed, as  the  feed  contains  the  future  plant,  the  fub- 
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ftance  of  all  the»  £ubfeq,uent  promifes  which  were 
fulfilled  by  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
by  all  that  he  did,  or  fuffered,  or  obtained  for  finncrs, 
in  the  charader  of  Mediator.     For  a  (inner  can  have 
no  comfortable  intercourfe  with  the  holy  God,  but 
through  a  Mediator.     Therefore  the  apoftie  obferves> 
of  the  patriarchs  and  fervants  of  God,  under  the  Old 
Teftament,    Tbe/e  all  died  in  faith  *.     We  can  fay 
nothing  higher  than  this,  of  the  apoftlcs  and  martyr* 
under  the  New  Teftament.     They  died,  not  trufting 
in  themfelvcs  that  they  were  righteous,  not  repicing  . 
in  the  works  of  their  own  hands  y  but  they  died,  like 
the  thief  upon  the  crofs,  in  faith,  refting  all  their  hope 
upon  him,   who,  by  his  obedience   unto  death,  is  the 
end  of  the  lazu  for  righteoujmfs  unto  every  one  that  he^ 
Ji£%)eth  f.     We  have   greater  advantages,  in  point  of 
light  and  liberty,  than  thofe  of  old.     The  prophecies 
concerning  M£Ssiah,  which,  at  the  time  of  delivery,  , 
were  obfcure,  are  to  us  infallibly  interpreted  by  their 
accompliihment.    And  we  know  that  the  great  atone- 
ment, typically   pointed  out  by  their  facrifices,  has- 
been  adually  made  y  that  the  Lamb  of  God  has,  by^ 
the  one  offering  of  himfelf,  put  away  fin.     But  as  to  - 
the  ground  and  fubftance,  their  faith  and  hope  were 
the  fame  with  our«.     Abraham,  re/oiced  to  fee  the  day 
tf  Chr'ift  \ \  and  aged  Jacob,  foon. after  he  had  faid,  / 
have  Hjuaited  for  thy  falvation^  O  Lord^  died  with   the 
fame  cotnpofure  and  willingnefs  as  Simeon  did,  who 
faw  it   with  his  own  eyes*     Job,  who  was   perhaps 
contc  mporary  with  Jacob,  who  at  leait  is,  with  great 
probability,  thouj^ht  to  have  lived  before  Mofes,,gives 
us  in  thifc  paflage  a  ilrong  and  clear  tellimony  of  hi$^. 
faith.     And  it  forms  a  beautiful  and  well  chofen  in- 
trodUfiliun  to  the  third  pan  of  the  M(ffiahy  the  pria- 
cipal  iubjc6\  of  which  is,  the  prefent  privileges  and 
future  profpcd:s  of  thofie  who  believe  in  the  Saviour'3. 
name. 
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The  learned  art  far  from  being  agreed,  cither  in: 
the  tranflation,  or  in  the  explanation,  of  this  text. 
The  words  worms  and  body  bring  printed  in  Italics* 
in  our  verfion,  will  apprize  the  attentive  En^lifli 
reader,  that  there  are  no  words  anfwerable  to  them 
in  the  Hebrew.  If  you  omit  thefe  word?,  fomething 
•will  be  evidently  wanting  to  make  a  complete  fenfe. 
This  want  differeiit  writers  have  fupplied,  according- 
to  their  different  judgments,  and  from  hence  chiefly 
has  arifen  the  variety  of  verfions  and  interpretations. 
But  it  would  be  very  improper  for  me,  in  this  place, 
to  take  up  your  time,  and  to  draw  off  your  attention 
from  the  great  concerns  which  fhould  fill  our  minds' 
when  we  meet  in  the  houfe  of  God,  by  giving  you  a 
detail  of  controverfies  and  criticifms,  which  after  all 
are  much  more  uncertain  than  important.  We  need 
not  difpute,  whether  Job,  in  this  paffage,  profeffes  hiff 
affurance  of  the  incarnation  of  Messiah,  or  of  hi» 
refurreSion,  or  of  his  final  appearance  to  judge  the 
world  ;  or  whether  he  is  only  declaring  his  own  per- 
fonal  faith  and  hope  in  him.  Thefe  feveral  fenfey 
are  not  fo  difcordant,  that  if  we  determine  for  one, 
we  muft  exclude  the  reft.  I  fhall  content  myfelf 
with  the  words  as  I  find  them.  And  I  hope,  that  if 
we  fliould  mifs  fome  of  the  precife  ideas  which  Job 
might  have  when  he  fpoke,  we  (hall  not  greatly  mif- 
take  his^  general  meaning,  nor  wander  far  wide  front 
the  fcope  of  the  text. 

Four  things  are  obfervable, 

I.  The  title  of  Redeemer. 

II.  The  ap.propriating  word,  My^ 

III.  His  ftanding  upon  the  earth, 

IV.  Job's  expectation  of  feeing  him,  in  his ftejb. 

I.  The  title.  There  is  no  name  of  Messiah  more 
fignificant,  comprehenfive,  or  endearing,  than  the 
name  Redeemer.  The  name  of  Saviour  expreffes 
what  he  docs  for  finners.  He  favts  them  from  guilt 
and  wrath,  from  fin,  from  the  prefent  evil  worid,, 
:  from 
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from  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and  from  all  their  ene- 
mies     Ur  faves  them  with  an  everlading  falvation* 
But  the  word  Redeemer^  intimates  likewife  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  faves  them.     For  it  is  not  merely  by 
the  word  of  his/au/^r,  as  he  faved  his  difciples  when 
in  jeopardy  upon  the  lake,  by  faying  to  the  winds 
and  the   feas.  Peace ^  be  J! ill :  and  there  was  a  great 
4alm*  s  but  hy  price j  by  paying  a  ranfom  for   them, 
«nd  pouring  out  the  blood  of  his  heart,  as  an  atone- 
ment for  their  fins.    The  Hebrew  word  for  Redeem- 
er^ Goel^  pri^narily  fignifies,  a  near  kinfman^  or  the 
next  of  kin  ;  he  with  whom  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion layf,   and  who,  by  virtue  of  his  nearnefs  of 
relation,    was   the  legal   avenger  of  blood.     Thua 
Messuh  took  upon  him  our  nature^  and  by  afiii- 
ming  our  flefh  and  blood,  became  nearly  related  to 
us,  that  he  might  redeem  our  forfeited  inheritance, 
refiore  us  to  liberty,  and  avenge  our  caufe  againii 
Satan,  the  enemy  and  murderer  of  our  fouls.     But 
thus  he  made  himfelf  alfo  refponfible  for  us,  to  pay 
our  debts,  and  to.anfwer  the  demands  of  the  juftice 
and  law  of  God  on  our  behalf.     He  fulfilled  his  en- 
gagement.    He  fuffered,    and  he  died  on  this  ac- 
count.    But  our  Redeemer,  who  was  once  dead^  is 
now  alive,  and  liveth  for  evermore,  and  has  the  keys 
of  deaths  and  of  hades  %.     This  is  he  of  whom  Job 
faith,  I  know  that  he  liveth,  (was  then  living),  though 
he  was  not  tojiand  upon  the  earth,,  untii  the  latter 
day.      He  is  the  living  One,    having  life  in  him- 
felf, the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  everjji.     Such 
was  his  own  language  to  the  Jews,  Befort  Abraham 
was,  I  am^    Therefore  the  Redeemer  is  mighty, 
and  his  redemption  is  fure.     He  is  able  to  fave  to 
|he  uttermoft.     His  power  is  unlimited,  and  his  of- 
ficial authority,  as  Mediator,  is  founded  in  a  cove- 
nant j. 

• 
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Rant)  ratified  by  his  own  blood,  and  by  the  oath  of 
the  unchangeable  God  *. 

II  But  Job  ufes  the  language  of  appropriation. 
He  fays,  -  My  Redeemer.  And  all  that  we  know,  or 
hear,  or  fpeak  of  him,  will  avail  us  but  little,  unlei^ 
we  are  really  and  perfonally  intereiled  in  him  as 
Our  Redeemer.  A  cold  fpeculative  knowledge  of 
the  gofpel,  fuch  as  a  lawyer  has  of  a  will  or  a  deed, 
which  he  reads  with  no  farther '  defign  than  to  un- 
dtrftand  the  tenor  and  import  of  the  writing,  will 
neither  fave  nor  comfort  the  foul.  The  believer 
reads  it,  as  the  will  is  read  by  the  heir,  who  finds 
his  own  name  in  it,  and  is  wacranted  by  it  to  call 
the  edate  and  all  the  particulars  fpecified  bis  own. 
He  appropriates  the  privileges  to  himfelf,  and  fays. 
The  pronvifes  are  mine  ;  the  pardon,  the  peace,  die 
heaven,  of  which  I  read,  are  all  mine.  This  is  the 
will  and  teftament  of  the  Redeemer,  of  my  Redeem- 
er. The  great  Teftator  remembered  me  in  his  will, 
which  is  confirmed,  and  rendered  valid  by  hh  death  f  , 
and  therefore  i  humbly  claim,  and  afluredly  expe^, 
the  benefit  of  all  that  he  has  bequeathed.  I^ut  how 
(hall  we  obtain  this  comfortable  perfuafion,  and  p^e- 
ierve  it  againft  all  the  cavils  of  our  enemies,  who  will 
endeavour  to  litigate  our  light  ?  I  fe em  to  have  be- 
fore me  a  proper  occafion  of  difcufling  a  point,  very 
important,  and  by  too  many  mifunderllood ;  1  mean, 
the  nature  of  that  aflurance  of  hope,  which  the  fcrip- 
ture  fpeaks  of  as  attainable,  which  has  been'happUy 
experienced  by  many  believers,  and  .which  all  are  ex- 
horted and  encouraged  to  feek  after,  in  the  me- 
thods of  God's  appointment.  But  my  plan  will  on- 
ly permit  me  to  offer  a  few  brief  hints  upon  the  fub« 
jea. 

1.  Many  refpe^iable  writers  and  preachers  have 
confidered  this  aflbrance  as  efiential  to  true  faith. 
But  we  have  the  fcripture  in  our  hands,  aud  are  not 

bound 
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bound  to  abide  by  the  decifion$  of  any  man,  farther 
than   as  they  ag:ree  with  this  ftandard.     The  moft 
eminent  properties,  or  eiFed^s  afcribed  to  faith,  are» 
that  it  worki   by  lovi*y  p4rifies  the  heart  f^  and  over* 
€omes  the  worldp     I  think  it  cannot  eafily  be  denied, 
by  thofe  who  are  competent  judges  in  the  cale,  that 
there  are  perfons  to  be  found ,  who  give  thefe  evi- 
dences that  they  are  believers,  and  yet  are  far  from 
the  poifeffion  of  an  abiding  aflurance.     They  hope 
they  love  the  Lord,  but  there  is  fuch  a  difproportion 
between  the  fenfible  exercife  of  their  love,  and  the 
convidion  they  have  of  their  obligations  to  him,  that 
they  are  often  afraid  they  do  not  love  him  fupremelj  ^ 
and  if  not,  they  know  that  in  the  fcript%iral  fenfe  they 
do  not  love  him  at  all.     They  can  fay  from  their 
hearts  that  they  defire  to  love  him,  but  they  dare  not 
go  farther.     But  there  is  a  weak  and  a  ftrong  faith ; 
they  differ  not  in  kind,  but  only  in  degree.     Faith  is 
compared  to  a  grain  of  mu/lard'/eed\\y  which,  under 
the  cultivation  of  the  heavenly  Hufbandman,  who 
firft  fows  the  feed  in  the  heart,  graws  up  to  aifurance* 
But  in  its  infant  and  weak  ftate  it  is  true  and  accept* 
able  faith.     Far  from  breaking  the  hruifed  reed  J,  he 
will  ftrengthen  it.     He  will  not  quench  the  fmoking 
Jlaxj  but  will  in  due  time  fan  it  into  a  flame. 
,    2.  I  will  go  a  ftep  farther.     Were  I  to  define  the 
afTurance  we  are  fpeaking  of,  I  fhould  perhaps  fay. 
It  is  J  in  our  prefent  ftate,  the  combined  ^eSl  of  faith 
and  ignorance.     That  affurance  which  does  not  fpring 
from  true  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  wrought  by  the 
operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  no  better  than  pre- 
fumption.     But   I   believe   what   we   call  affurance^ 
even  when  it  is  right,  is  not  entirely  owing  to  the 
ftrength  of  our  faith,  but  in  a  great  meafure  to  our 
having  fuch  faint  and  flight  view&of  fome  truths^ 
which,  if  we  had  a  more  powerful  impreflion  of  them^ 
unlefs  our  faith  was  likewife  proportionably  ftrengtb- 

ened- 
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ened  at  the  fame  time,  might  poffibly  make  the  ftrong- 
eft  afiurance  totter  and  tremble.  I  will  explain  my* 
felf.  Admitting  that  I  had  a  right  to  tell  you,  that  I 
am  fo  far  aflured  of  my  intereft  in  the  gofpel  falva« 
tion,  as  to  hare  no  perplexing  doubt  either  of  my  ac- 
ceptance or  of  my  perfeverance,  you  would  much 
over- rate  me,  if  you  fliould  fuppofe  this  was  a  proof 
that  my  faith  is  very  ilrong.  Alas !  I  have  but  a  very 
flight  perception  of  the  evil  of  fin,  of  the  deceitful- 
cefs  of  my  own  heart,  of  the  force  and  fubtlety  of 
my  fpirilual  enemies,  of  the  ftri£inefs  and  fpirituality 
of  the  holy  law,  or  of  the  awful  majeily  and  holinefs 
of  the  great  God  with  whom  I  have  to  do.  If,  in 
die  moment  while  I  am  fpeaklng  to  you,  he  fliould 
be  pleafed  to  imprefs  thefe  folemn  realities  upon  my 
mind,  with  a  convi£tion  and  evidence  tenfold  greater 
than  I  have  ever  known  hitherto,  (which  I  conceive 
would  ft  ill  be  vaftly  fliort  of  the  truth),  unlefs  my 
faith  was  alfo  ftrengthened  by  a  tenfold  clearer  and 
more  powerful  difcovery  of  the  grace  and  glory  of 
the  Saviour,  you  would  probably  fee  my  countenance 
change  and  my  fpeech  faulter.  The  Lord,  in  com- 
paf&on  to  our  weaknefs,  fliews  us  thefe  things^  by 
LttJe  and  little,  as  we  are  able  to  bear  them ;  and  if, 
as  we  advance  in  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves  and  of 
our  dangers,  our  knowledge  of  the  unfearchable 
riches  of  Chrift  advances  equally,  we  may  rejoice  in 
hope,  we  may  even  poiTefs  an  aflured  hope.  But  let 
not  him  who  hath  put  on  his  harnefs,  boaft  as  though 
lie  had  put  it  off*.  We  are  yet  in  an  enemy's  land, 
and  know  not  what  changes  we  may  meet  with,  be- 
fore our  warfare  is  finifhed. 

.  3.  How  far  our  aflurance  is  folid,  may  be  efti- 
mated  by  the  efftOiS.  It  will  furely  make  us  hum- 
ble, fpiritual,  peaceful,  and  patient.  I  pity  thofe 
who  talk  confidently  of  their  hope,  as  if  they  wbre 
out  of  the  reach  of  doubts  and  fears^    while  their 
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tempers  are  unfandifiec!,  and  their  hearts  arc  vifiblf 
attached  to  the  love  of  the  prefent  world.  I  feat 
they  know  but  little  of  what  they  fay.  I  am  better 
pleafed  when  perfons  of  this  charafter  complain  of 
doubts  and  darknefs.  It  proves  at  leafl  that  they  are 
not  deflitute  of  feeling,  nor,  as  yet,  lulled  into  » 
fpirit  of  carelefs  fecurity.  And  there  are  profeflbrs, 
whom,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  comfort  in  their 
"prefent  ftate,  I  would  rather  wiih  to 'make  (till  mote 
nifpicious  of  themfclves  than  they  are  5  till  they  arc 
convinced  of  the  impofiibility  of  enjoying  true  peace, 
while  their  hearts  are  divided  between  God  and  the 
world.  For  though  fan6)ification  is  not  the  ground 
of  a  good  hope,  it  is  the  certain  concomit.mt  of  \u 
If  it  be  true,  that  without  holtnefs  no  man  Jball  fee  the 
Lord  *,  it  muft  likewife  be  true,  that  without  holi- 
nefs  no  man  cr^^ti  have  a  fcriptural  and  well-founded 
hope  of  feeing  him. 

4.  But  to  give  a  direS  anfwer  to  the  enquiry. 
How  fhall  I  know  that  he  is  my  Redeemer  i  I  may 
ufe  the  prophet's  words,  Then  /hall  ye  knowy  if  you 
Jbllow  on  to  know  the  Lord  f .  Our  names  are  not  ac* 
tually  inlerted  in  the  Bible,  but  our  charaders  arc 
defcribed  there.  He  is  the  Rc;decmer  of  all  who 
put  their  truft  in  him.  You  nvill  not  truft  in  him, 
unlefs  you  ftel  your  need  of  him  ;  you  cannot^  un- 
lefs  you  know  him,  as  he  is  revealed  in  the  word  | 
ou  do  not^  unlefs  you  love  him,  and  are  devoted  to 
is  caufe  and  fervice  If  you  know  yourfelf  to  be  a 
finner  deferving  to  pen(h,  if  you  fee  that  there  is 
no  help  or  hope  for  you  but  in  Jcfus,  and  venture 
yourfelf  upon  his  gracious  invitation,  believing  that 
he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  titttrmoft ;  and  if  you  really 
include  holinefs  and  a  deliverance  from  fin,  in  the 
idea  of  the  falvation  which  you  long  for,  then  he  is 
your  Redeemer.  If,  among  us,  an  a£l  of  grace  was 
publifhed,  inviting  ail  criminals  to  furrender  them^ 
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fclves,  with  a  promifc  of  mercy  to  thofc  who  did  ; 
though  no  one  was  mentioned  by  name  in  the  a€l:, 
yet  every  one  who  complied  with^  it,  and  pleaded  it^ 
would  be  entitled  to  die  benefit.     Such  an  aft  of 
grace  is  the  gofpcl.    The  Lord  fays,  Thit  is  my  beh* 
ved  Son,  hear  him  *.    If  you  approve  him,  he  is  yours. 
If  you  are  ftill  perplexed  with  doubts,  they  arc  ow- 
ing to  the  weaknefs  of  your  faith.     But  there  arc 
means  appointed  for  the  growth  of  faith.     Wait  pa- 
tiently lipon  the  Lord  in  the  ufe  of  thofc  means^ 
and  you  (hall  find  he  has  not  bid  you  feek  his  face 
in  vain.      Have  no  fellowlbip  with  the  unfruitful 
works   of  darknefs.     Live   not  in  the  omtfBon  of 
known  duty.     Do  not  perplex  yourfelf  with  vain 
reafonings,  but  believe  and  obey,  and  the  Lord  fhall 
be  with  you.    There  are  fomc  peculiar  cafes.     Al- 
lowances muft  be  made  for  the  efie£ts  of  conftitu- 
tion  aud  temperament.    Some  fincere  perfons  are  bci- 
fet  and  followed,  through  life,  with  diftreffing  temp- 
tations.    But  in  general,    fimplicity  and  obedience 
lead  to  al9urance.     And  they  who  hearken  to  the 
Lord,  and  walk  in  the  way  of  his  commandments, 
go  anjromjlrength  tojirength  f  ;  their  peace  and  hope 
increafe,  like'a  river,  which,  from  fmall  beginnings^ 
runs  broader  and  deeper,  till  it  falls  into  the  ocean* 
But  to  return  to  Job— 

IIL  Another  article  of  his  creed  concerning  the 
Redeemer,  is,  He  Jhall  Jiand  in  the  latter  day  upon 
the  earth*  The  latter  or  laft  days,  in  the  propheti- 
cal ilyle,  ufually  denote  the  Messiah's  day,  the 
times  of  the  gofpel.  To  this  time  Job  looked  for- 
ward. He  beheld  the  promifes  afar  off.  Thus  Mes- 
siah was  the  confolation  of  his  people  of  old,  as 
he  who  nvas  to  come.  And  it  ihould  be  our  confo- 
laBon,  to  know  that  he  is  come.  His  (landing  up« 
on  the  earth  may  include  the  whole  of  his  appear- 
ance in  the  fieih  ^  his  life,  paffion,  and  refurredion. 

The 
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The  manner  of  exprtflion  intimates  fomething  im- 
portant and  wonderfui.     Had  Job,  in  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  fpok*  n  of  any  individual  of   Adam's  race» 
of  li'aiah,  or  Paul,  there  would  have  been   nothing 
eatraordinary  predi£^ed  by  faying  he  (hall  (land  up- 
on the  earth,  for   all  men  do  io  in   their  fucceflive 
generations      But  that  the  Redtemer,  the  Lord   of 
glory,  the   Maker  of  all  things,  (houid  condcfcend 
to  vifit  bis  creatures,  to  6vft\\  with  men  for  a  feafon^ 
to  (land  and  walk   upon   the  earth  with  them,  clo- 
thed in  a  body  like  their  own,  is  an  event  which  ne- 
ver could  have  been  expcGtd,  if  it  had  not  been  re- 
vealed from  heaven.      It  was  tht   cbje^  of   Job's 
faith,   and  well  deferving  the   foltmn   preface  with 
which  he  introduces  his  firm  pcrfuafion  of  it.  Oh ! 
that  my  words  nvere  graven  with  an  iron  pen  in  tht 
rock  for  ever  I     When  Solomon  had  finiihed  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  in  (lead  of  admiring  the 
magnificence  of  the  building,  he   was  (l^uck   with 
the  condefcenfion  of  the  Lord,  who  would  vouchfafe 
to  notice  it,  and  honour  it  witli  a  fymbol  of  his  pre- 
fence.       Will  God  indeed  dwell  nvith  men   upon   the 
earth  ?      Behold  the  heaven  oj  heavens   cannot   contain 
hiniy  how  much  lefs  this  houfe  which  1  have  built  *  / 
But  what  was  the  vifible   glory  which  appeared  in 
that  temple,  if  compared  with  the  glory  of  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God,  when  he  tabernacled  in  our 
flcfli !      The  human  nature  of    Chrift  is  that  true 
temple,  not  made  with  hands,  in  which  God  is  ma-       I' 
nifefted  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  that  (inners  may  ap-       * 
proach  him  without  difmay,  and  receive,  out  of  Ws 
fulnefs,  grace  for  grace.     To  him  all   the  prophets 
gave  witnefs,  on  him  the  defire   and  hope   of  his 
people,  in  all  ages,  have   been  fixed.     He  was  to 
(land  upon  the  earth,  as  Mediator  between  God  and 
man.     And  in  the  fame  office,  now  he  is  upon  the 
throne  of  glory^  he  is^  and  will  be^  admired,  ado- 
red, 
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red»  and  traded  in,  by  all  his  believing  people,  to 
the  end  of  time. 

IV*  From  the  Redeemer's  appearance  upon  earth, 
}ob  infers  the  reftoration  and  refurredion  of  his 
own  body.  His  trials  had  been  great — ^bereaved  of 
his  children  and  fubftance,  afflifled  with  grievous 
boils,  harafled  with  temptations,  reproached  by  his 
friends :  out  of  all  (hefe  troubles  the  Lord  his  Re- 
deemer delivered  him,  and  his  latter  days  were,  more 
profperous  than  his  beginning.  But  he  knew  that 
he  mud  go  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  that  his  body 
mud  lie  in  the  grave,  and  return  to  duft.  But  he 
expe£i:ed  a  future  time  after  his  diflblution,  when  in 
the  ileCh,  for  himfeif,  and  with  his  own  eyes,  he 
{hould  fee  God.  The  expreflions  are  ftrong  and  re-* 
peated.  He  does  not  fpeak  the  language  of  hefita- 
tion  and  doubt,  but  of  confidence  and  certainty.  It 
likewife  appears  that  he  placed  his  ultimate  happl- 
nefs  in  feeing  God.  His  words  are  not  very  different 
from  thofc  of  the  Apodle,  When  he  Jball  appear^  we 
Jball  be  like  hiniy  for  we  Jhall  fee  him  as  he  is  *.  To 
behold  the  glory  of  God,  as  our  Redeemer,  to  be  in 
a  ftate  of  favour  and  communion  with  him,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  utmod  capacity  of  our  nature,  to  be^ 
conformed  to  him  in  holinefs  and  love,  is  that  fe- 
licity which  God  has  promifed,  and  to  which  all 
his  fervants  afpire.  Some  foretades  of  it  they  en- 
joy ifi  the  prefent  life,  which  cheer  them  under 
their  trials,  and  raife  them  above  the  grovelling  pur- 
fuits  of  thofe  who  have  their  portion  only  in  this 
world.  But  their  chief  poffeflion  is  in  hope.  They 
look  forward  to  a  brighter  period,  when  they  (hall 
awaken  from  the  fleep  of  death,  to  behold  his  face  in 
righteoufmfs  \,  Then,  and  ^  not  till  then,  they  Ihall 
be  completely  fatisfied.  The  expe£lation  of  Job, 
therefore,  aAbrds  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  doctrines 
of  an  immortal  ftate,   and  of  a  refurre£tion  imto 
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lifci  vere  included  in  the  revelations  which  God  af- 
forded to  his  people  in  the  earlieft  times,  and,  con»- 
fequently,  that  the  religion  of  Ac  Old  Teftament 
and  of  the  New  is  fubftantially  the  faihe* 

The  great  ikiquiry  this  fubjedl  ihould  imprefs  up- 
on us>  is,  are  we  thus  minded  ?  What  think  yoU| 
iny  dear  friends,  of  Chrift  i  Have  you  accepted  him 
^as^your  Redeemer;  and  have  you  a  good  hope  that 
you  (hall  fee  him  to  your  comfort,  when  he  fliall  re« 
turn  to  judge  the  world  ?  If  fo,  you  may  rejoice. 
Changes  you  muft  expe^.  Tou  muft  die,  and  your 
flefii  muft  be  food  for  worms.  But  he  has  promifed 
to  change  our  vile  bodies^  that  they  may  be  fa/hioned  Irki 
unta  his  gioriouj  bcdy^  according  to  the  mighty  pofvef 
thereby  he  is  able  tofubdueMll  things  unto  himfelj 
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SERMON     XL 
The  Lord  is  rifen  indeed. 

I  Coir.  iv.  20t 

-!?«/  now  u  Chrijl  rifen  from  ike.  dead^   and  letcm  /X* 
^rfifruits  of  them  that  Jteftt. 

ASj  in  the  animal  cecononiy,  the  adiOYi  bf  thd 
heart  and  of  the  iungs,  though  very  different* 
are  equally  neccffary  for  the  maintenance  of  life,  athl 
we  cannot  fay  that  either  of  them  is  mote  effentialiy 
VequiGte  than  the  other ;  lb,  in  the  fyftem  of  divine 
tevelation,  there  are  fomc  truths,  the  knowledge  irtd 
belief  of  which,  fingly  confidered,  are  fundamentally 
with  rcfpcft  to  the  falvation  of  a  finner.  And  though 
they  are  diftin£^  in  themfelves,  we  cannot  determine 
which  of  them  is  of  mod  importance  to  us  ;  fdr  uti*^ 
4ef8  we  know,  approve,  and  receive  them  all,  we  can 
haveiio  experience  of  a'iife  of  faith  in  the  Son  ^f 
<Jod,  'Stichj  for  inftancc,  i«  the  fcripttiral  do£tritte 
coricdftJing  the  depravity  of  human  tiiatufcv  This  % 
a  firft  phrinciple;  for  unlcfs  we  underftand  what  <Kit 
ftate  is  m  the  fight  of  <iod,  the  enormity  of  our  trant 
greffions,  and  our  incapacity  for  true  happinefs>  UiK 
til  our  hearts  are  changed  by  the  power  of  his  grace^ 
we  cannot  rightly  underftand  i  fingie  ^^hapftet  in  the 
Bible.  Such,  likewifei  is  the  do£brine  af  the  atone^ 
ment*  For,  if  we  could  know  how  ttftally  we  are 
loft,  without  knomng  the  gracious  method  which 
<5od  has  appointed  for  our  recovery^  we  mmft  una- 
voidably (ink  into  deipair.  Again,  if  we  were  fen« 
fible  of  our  ftate  as  finners,  and  even;  if  we  truftedin 
Chrift  for  falvation,  yet  the  apoftle  obferves  in  this 
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chapter,  that  unleis  he  be  indeed  rifen  from  the  dead,  1 
our  faith  in  him  would  be  in  vain,  and  we  (hould  ftill 
be  in  our  (ins.  The  refurre£):ion  of  Chrift,  there- 
fore, is  a  dodlrine  abfolutely  eflential  to  our  hope 
and  comfort ;  and  it  is  likewife  a  fure  pledge,  that 
they  who  believe  in  him  (hall  be  raifed  from  Sit  dead 
alfo,  bv  virtue  of  their  union  with  him,  and  accord- 
ing to  his  pattern.  For  now  is  Chrifi  rifen  fr$m  the 
diad^  and  is  became  the  Jirjl  fruits  of  them  that  flepi. 
Let  us  at  prefent  confider  his  refurre£^ion — ^The  fure 
confequence  of  it,  that  his  people  (hall  be  raifed  from 
the  dead,  will  ofier  to  our  mediutions  from  the  fol^ 
lowing  verfes. 

The  refurre&ion  of  Chrift  being,  as  a  fad,  the 
great  pillar  upon  which  the  weight  and  importance 
of  Chriftiani^  reft,  it  has  pleafed  the  Lord  to  put  the 
indubitable  proof  of  it  within  our  power.  There  is 
no  one  point  of  ancient  uninfpired  hiftory  fo  cer- 
tamly  and  unqueftionably  authenticated,  It  may 
feem  unneceflary  to  prove  i(,  and  to  many  of  you  it 
is  entirely  fo.  Tet  I  think  it  proper  to  take  fome 
notice  oi  it }  not  fo  much  on  account  of  the  weak 
and  trifling  cavils  of  infidels,  as  for  the  fake  of 
perfons  who  may  be  afTaulted  with  temptations.  For  j 
many  plain  people,  who  are  not  much  acquainted 
with  the  fubtilties  of  fceptics,  are  fometimes  peftered 
with  difficulties  and  objedions  in  their  own  minds, 
perhaps  more  flirewd  and  powerful  than  fuch  as  are 
commonly  found  in  books,  or  retailed  in  cofitehoufes. 
For  unbelief  is  deeply  rooted  in  every  heart ;  and  Sa-  ^ 
tan,  our  great  enemy,  can,  and,  if  permitted,  will, 
work  powerfully  upon  this  evil  difpofition.  He  en- 
deavours to  beat  us  off  from  the  belief  of  every  tru& 
of  fcripture,  and^f  this  among  the  reft.  And  many 
perfons,  who  have  been  fo  well  convinced  that  our 
Lord  rpfe  from  the  dead,  as  to  venture  their  fouls 
and  their  all  upon  it|  have  found  themfelves  at  a  lofs 
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how  to  anfwer  the  enemy  in  an  hour  of  (harp  and 
preffing  temptation. 

'  Let  us  fuppofey  then^  th^  we  had  lately  recenred 
the  news  of  fome  extraordioaty  and  almoft  incredible 
event,  and  let  us  confider  what  evidence  we  ihould 
require  to  fatisfy  us  that  the  report  was  truCi  and  ap* 
ply  the  fame  kind  of  reafoning  to  the  point  in  hand. 
That  there  was,  a  great  vdiile  ago,  a  perfon  named 
Jefus,  who  gathered  difciples,  and  died  upon  a  crofSf 
is  univerfally  acknowledged*  Both  Jews  and  heathens* 
who  lived  at  the  time*  and  afterwardsi  not  only  ad- 
mitted it,  but  urged  it  as  a  reproach  againft  his  fed- 
lowers.  Many  tedjmonies  of  this  Icind  are  ftiil  ex- 
tant. 

The  turning-point  between  his  enemies  and  his 
friends  is  his  refurreBion.  This  has  been  denied. 
We  acknowledge  that  he  did  not  appear  publicly  af- 
ter he  arofe,  as  he  did  before  his  death,  but  only  to  a 
competent  number  of  his  followers,  to  whom  he  (hew- 
ed Umfelf,  and  fatisfied  them,  by  many  infallible 
proofs,  that  he  was  alive,  and  that  he  was  the  fame 
perfon  whom  they  had  feen  ciucified.  They  Teik>rted 
what  they  faw,  and  we  believe  Itheir  report.  We  are 
therefore  to  enquire,  Who  they  were  /  and  on  what 
grounds  we  receiye  and  rely  upon  their  teftimony  ? 

If  they  were  miftaken  thenifelves,  or  if  they  were 
engaged  and  agreed  in  a  crafty  defign  of  impofing 
upon  mankind*  we,  who  depend  upon  their  relation^ 
may  be  involved  in  their  miltake»or  deceived  by  their 
artifice.  But  if  neither  of  thefe  fuppofitions  can  pbf- 
fibiy  be  true,  if  they  were  competent  and  impartial 
witnefies ;  then  we  are  not  only  juftified  in  giving 
credit  to  their  teftimony,  but  it  mud  be  tmreafonable, 
and  (in  a  cafe  of  this  importance)  prcfumptuous,  and 
dangerous  to  rejed  it. 

L  That  they  were  competent  judges  of  what  they 
aflerted*  is  evident* 
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T.  From  their  numbers.  The  cye-witneffes  of  this 
faft  were  many.  He  nvasfeen  of  Cephas^  then  of  the 
tFiveive  ;  nfter  that  he-  was  feen  of  five  hundred  brethren 
at  once  ;  after  that  he  was  feen  of  James ^  then  of  all- 
the  apo files  ;  ami  laj}  of  ali^  he  itms  feen  of  me  aijo  *. 
Thus  Paul  wrote  when  mttltitudes  who  lived  at  the 
time  were  ftill  living,  and  would  readily  have  contra- 
dicted him,  if  he  had  declared  ah  uatruth.  Five  hun- 
dred concurring  witnefle^  are  fufficient  to  ^(labliih 
the  credit  of  a  fadl:,  which  they  all  faw  with ,  their 
own  eyes,  i£  their  word  may  he  depended  upon.  We 
can  be  certain  of  things  which  we  never  faw  no  other- 
wife  than  by  the  teilimony  of  others.  And  certain- 
ty may  be  attained  in  this  way*  For  though  fome 
perfons  would  appropriate  the  word  demosiftration  to 
vxathimatical  evidence,  yet  moral  evideniie  may  be 
in  many  cafes  equally  conclufive,  and  compel  aiTeiit 
>rith  equal  force-  I  am.  fo  f uUy  fatisii^d  by  the  re- 
port of  others,,  that  there  are  fuch  cities  as  Paris  or 
iRome,  though  I  never  iaw  them,  that  I  am  no  more 
able  fcrioufly  £0  queftion  their  exiftence,  than  I  am 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  a  propofitioi^  in  Euclid  which  I 
hav^Jeen  demonilrated. 

t  ^*  From  the  nature  (fthefaSy  in  which  it  was  not 
po^ible  that  io  many  perfons  could  be  miftaken  ot 
fieceived*  Some  of  them  faw  him,  not  once  only, 
but  frequently.  His  appearance  to  others  was  at- 
tended with  peculiar  ftriking  circumftances  and  ef- 
fe£ts.  His  difciples  feem  not  to  have  €xpe£l^d  his 
xefurreftioo,  though  he  had  often  foretold  it  previous 
|»o  his  fttfFerings.  .Nor  did  they  haflily  credit  the  wo- 
men who  firfl  faw  him  in  their  way  from  the  fcpuU 
chre.  Thomas  refufed  to  believe  the  report  of  all 
bis  brethren,  to  whom  oar  Lord  had  ibewn  himfelf. 
He  would  fee  for  himfelf  5  he  required  more  than 
ocular  proof ;  for  he  fairf^  Except  /  put  my  finger 
mto  the  print  of  the   nails^   and  thrufi  my  hand  inta 
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hlsjide^  I  *im!l  not  believe  *.  It  is  no  wonder,  th^ll . 
whem  thefe  proofs  were  offered  him,  he  fully  yielded 
to  conviflion,  and  with  gratitude  and  joy  addreiTed 
his  rifen  Saviour  in  the  language  of  adoration  anc^ 
love,  My  Lord f  and  my  God  I  But  his  former  co»- 
dix&  (hewed  that  he  was  not  credulous,  nor  dilpofed 
to  receive  the  report  as  a  truth,  Kowever  defirable,. 
without  fufficicnt  evidence. 

II.  As  they  were  competent  judges,  fo  they  were^ 
upright  and  faithful  witneffes.  There  is  no  more 
room  to  fufpe<n:  that  they  had  a  defign  to  deceive 
others,  than  that  they  were  miftaken  or  deceived 
themfelves*     For,, 

I .  If  we  judge  of  them  by  their  writitlgs,  we  muft 
at  lead  allow  them  to  have  been  welUmeaning  men; 
They  profefs  to  aim  at  promoting  the  knowledge  and 
honour  of  the  true  Gpd,  and  thereby  to  promote  the 
morality  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  Their  condu£^ 
was  uniformly  con&fient  with  their  profefiion,  and 
their  dofkrines  and  precepts  were  evidently  fuited 
to  anfwer  their  defign.  The  penmen  of  the  New 
Tcftament  were  confdTedly  men  in  private  life,  mo(^ 
of  them  deftitute  of  literature,  and  engaged  in  lojw 
occupations,  till  they  became  the  difciples  of  Jefus. 
Is  it  probable  that  men,  who  fpeak  fo  honourably  of 
God,  who  inculcate  upon  their  fellow-crbatures  fuch 
an  entire  dcvotednefs  to  his  will  and  fervice,  fliould 
be  impoilors  themfelves  ?  Is  it  at  all  credible,  that  a 
few  men,  in  an  obfcure  fituation,  fliould  form  a  con- 
fident and  well  concerted  plan,  fuilicient  to  .witht 
ftand  ani  overcome  the  prejudices,  habits,  and  cuf- 
toms,  both  of  Jews  and  Heathens ;  to  inftitute  a  new 
religion,  and,  without  the  affiftance  of  intereft:  or 
arms,  to  fpread  it  rapidly  and  fuccef^fuUy  in  a  few 
years  throughout  the  greateft  part  of  the  Roman  em^ 
pire?  Or  is  it  poflible  that  fuch  nien  could,  at  tKeir 
firft  effort,  exhibit  a  fcheme  of  theology  and  moralir 
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tji  fo  vaftly  fuperior  to  the  united  endeavours  of  the 
philofophers  of  all  ages  ?  A  learned  man  in  France 
attempted  to  prove  (for  what  will  not  learned  men 
attempt  ?)  that  nioil  of  the  Latin  poems  which  are 
attributed  to  thofe  whom  we  call  the  ClaiHc  writersy 
and-  particularly  the  ^neid  of  Virgil,  were  not  the 
production  of  the  authors  whofe  names  they  bear, 
Imt  grofs  forgericSi  fabricated  by  monks  in  the  dark 
ages  of  ignorance,  and  fuceefsfully  obtruded  upon 
the  world  as  genuine,  till  be  arofe  to  deteA  the  im- 
pofture.  He  gained  but  few  profelytes  to  his  abfurd 
paradox^  Yet,  to  fuppofe  that  men  who  could  only 
exprefs  their  own  dull  fentiments  in  barbarous  Latin^ 
were  capable  of  writing  with  the  fire  and  elegance  of 
VirgiJ,  when  thej  undertook  to  impofe  upon  the 
world ;  or  to  afErm  that  the  Prindpia  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  was  in  realitv  written  by  an  ignorant  plow- 
man, and  only  fent  aoroad  under  the  fandlion  of  a 
celebrated  name,  cannot  be  more  repugnant  to  true 
tafte,  found  judgment,  and  common  fenfe,  than  to 
imagine,  that  the  Evangelifts  and  Apoilles  were^  from 
their  own  refources,  capable  of  writing  fuch  a  book 
as  the  New  Teftament )  the  whole  of  which  muft 
Hand  or  fall  with  the  doftrine  of  our  Lord's  refur- 
redion. 

2.  BtLt  farther,  They  could  not  pollibly  prppofe 
any  advantage  to  themfelves  in  their  endeavours  to 
propagate  the  Chriftian  religion,  if  they  had  not  been 
aflured  that  the  crucified  Jefus,  whom  they  preacb- 
ed,  was  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  had  taken  poC- 
feffion  of  his  kingdom*  Knowing  whom  they  had 
believed,  filled  with  a  conftraining  fenfe  of  his  love^ 
and  depending  upon  his  promife  and  power  to  fup« 
port  them  in  Uie  fervice  to  which  he  had  called  them, 
they  were  neither  afhamed  nor  afraid  to  proclaim 
his  gofpel,  and  to  invite  and  enjoin  finners  every 
where  to  put  their  truft  in  him  ;  otherwife  they  had 
nothing  to  expeft  but  fuch  treatment  as  they  actual- 
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I7  met  withi  for  profeffing  their  belief  of  his  refur* 
redion,  and  cfpecfally  for  the  pains  they  took  to 
publiQi  it,  firft  among  the  people  who  had.  put  him 
to  death,  and  afterwards  among  the  Heathens.  It 
required  no  great  fagacity  to  forefiee  that  Ais  do£lrine 
would  be  an  offence  to  the  Jews,  and  foolifhnefs  to 
the  Greeks'*.  They  were  in  faft  defpifed,  hated^ 
oppofed)  and  perfecuted,  wherever  they  went}  and 
thofe  who  efpoufed  their  caufewere  immediately  ex- 
pofed  to  a  participation  in  their  fufFerings.  Nor  was 
there  the  leaft  probability  that  the  event  coiild  be 
otherwifc*  Impoftors  there  hare  been  many;  but  we 
cannot  conceive  that  any  fet  of  men  would  delibe- 
rately, and  by  confcnt,  contrive  an  impofture,  which, 
in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  could  procure  nothing 
to  tliem,  or  to  their  followers,  but  contempt,  ftripes, 
imprifonment,  and  deatli/ 

3.  Even  if  we  could  for  a  moment  fuppofe  them  ca-^ 
pable  of  fo  wild  and  wicked  an  undertaking,  as,  under 
pretence  of.  the  fervice  of  God,  to  provoke  and  dare 
the  hatred  of  mankind,  by  afferting  and  propagating  an 
offenflve  falfebood,  it  would  be  impoilible  upon  that 
ground  to  account  for  the  fuccefs  which  they  met 
with*  If  this  counfel  and  caufe  had  not  been  of  God^ 
It  muft  have  come  to  nought  f .  But  by  preaching 
Jefus  and  his  refurrefiion,  in  defiance  of  all  the  artis 
and  rage  of  their  enemies,  they  mightily  prevailed 
over  the  eftablifhed  cuftoms  and  inveterate  preju« 
dices  of  mankind,  and  brought  multitudes  into  the 
belief  of  their  dof^rine  againft  all  diladvantages.  The 
Lord  confirmed  their  w6yd  with  figns  following. 
The  miracles  which  were  wrought  in  the  name  of 
Jefus  were  numerous^  notorious^  and  undeniable; 
and'  the  moral  efiSeds  of  their  preaching,  though  too 
frequent  iaild  uniVerfal  to  be  ftyled  miraculous,  were 
fuch  a»  can  only  be  witli  reaibn  afcribed  to  a  divine 
power.    The  pillars  of  Pagamfm^  the  fuperftitions 
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of  idol  worfliip,  though  in  every  country  conneded 
and  incorporatted  with  the  frame  of  civil  govern- 
luent,  and  guarded  for  ages,  not  more  \xf  popular 
veneration  than  for  reaCons  of  ftate,  were  very  fooa 
fliaken,  and  iii  no  great  fpace  of  time  fubverted« 
Within  about  two  hundred  years  after  Tacitus  had 
defcribed  the  Chriftians  as  the  objeflB  of  univerfal 
contempt  and  hatred^  Chriilianity  became  t&e  efta- 
blifhed  religion  of  the  empire.  And  in  a  letter  of 
riiny  to  Trarjan  on  the  fubje&i  we  have  indiiputable 
evidence,  that  even  in  the  time  of  Tacitus,  hated>  vi- 
lified, and  perfecuted,  as  the  Chriftians  were,  their 
religion  fo  greatly  prevailed,  that  in  many  places  the 
idol  temples  were  almoft  de£erted. 

4.  But  the  proof   of    the  refurr^£lion  of  Chrift^ 
which  is  the  molt  importaiit  and  fatisfa£tory  of  any, 
does  not  depend  upon  arguments  and  hidorical  evi- 
dence, with  which  multitudes  of  true  Chriilians  ar& 
unacquainted,  but  is,  in  its  own  nature,  equally  con- 
vincing In  all  ages,,  and  equally  level  to  all  capacities. 
They  who  have  found  the  gofpel  to  be  the  power  o£ 
God  to  the  falvation  of  their  fouls,  have  the  witnefs. 
in  themfelves ;.  and  are  very  fure  that  the  dodrine^. 
which  enlightened    their  under  (landings,   awakened 
their  ccnfciences,  delivered  them  from  the  guilt  and 
dominion  of  Cn,  brought  them  into  a  (late  of  peace 
and  communion  with  God>  and  infpired  them  with« 
a  bright  and  glorious  hope  of  eternal  life,  muft  be 
true.     They  kjnow  that  the  Lord  is  rifen  indeed,  be-^ 
caufe  they  are  made  partakers  of  the  power  of  his. 
lefurreftion,  and  have  experienced  a  change  in  them- 
fielves,  which  could  only  be  wrought  by  the  influ- 
cnce  of  that  holy  Spirit  which  Jefus  is  exalted  to  bc- 
ftow.     And n^any  believers,  though  not  qualified  to. 
^ifpute  with   philofopliers  and   fceptics  upon   their 
own  leamed  ground,  can'put  them  to  fhame  and. 
to  filence,  by  the  integrity  and  purity  of  their  con- 
jus^j.by  their  patience  and  .cheerfulnefs  under  afflic-^ 
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tioas;   and  would  efpecialljr  ^filcnce  themj   if  they 
were  eye-witnefles  of  the  compofure  aad  elevation  of 
fpirit  with  which  true  believers  in  a  rifen  Saviour: 
,  welcome  the  approach  of  death. 

This  is  the  evidence  which  I  would  principally  re- 
commend  to  my  bearers  to  feek  after.     If  the  refur^ 
reclipn  of  Chriit  .be  a  truth  and  a  fa<9:,  much  de- 
pends upon  the  right  belief  of  it*     I  fay  ^  right ^be;^ 
lief;  for  ^hough  I  have  offered  yoa  a  brief  view  of 
the  external  evidence  in  proof  of  this  point,  I  am 
aware  that  I  am  not  preaching  to  Jews  or  Moham^ 
.  medans.     If  I  (hould  aik.  you^  Believeft  thou^  the  re^ 
furredtion  ?    Might  I  not  anfwer  myfelf,  as  the  A- 
poftle  did  on  another  occafion,  I  know  that  thou  be^ 
lievefl  *  f     But  fo  pow^ful  is  the  efTcft  of  our  de- 
pravity, that   it  is  poffible, .  yea  very  common,  for 
people  mod  certainly  to  believe  the  troth  of  a  propo- 
iition,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  it,. 
and  yet  to  act  as  if  they  could  demonflrat©  it  to  be 
falfe.  ,  Let  me  afk  you,  for  inftance.  Do  you  be- 
lieve that  you  (half  die  ?     I  know  that  you  believe 
it.     But  do  you  indeed  live,  a^  if  you  were  really 
afTured   of  the   certainty  of  death,    and  (which   is 
eq^aally  undeniable)  the  uncertainty  of  life  ?  .  So  in 
the  prelent  cafe — If  Chriil  be  rifen  from  the  dead,, 
according  to  the  fcriptures,.  then  all  that  the  fcrip- 
ture  declares  of  the  neceflity  and  defign  of  his  fuf-  , 
f*;rings,  of  his  prefent  glory-,,  and  of  his  future  advent,, 
mult  be  true  likcwife.     What  a  train*  of  weighty 
6onfequences  depend  upon  his  refurr^diion  h    If  he 
rofe  from  the  dead,  then  he  is  the  Lord  af  the  dead 
and  of  the  living — then  he  has  the  keys-  of  death 
and  hades — then  he  will  return  to  judge  the  world,^ 
and  you  mult  fe«  him  for  yourfelf,  and  appear  at 
his  tribunal-— then,  it  is  he  with  whom  you-  have  to 
do— and  then,  finally,  unlefs  you  really  love,  truft, 
and  fcrve  him^.  unlefs  he  is  the  beloved  and  the  Lord 

G  6'  o£ 
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of  your  brarl,  jour  prefent  ftate  Is  awfully  dangerous 
and  miferable. 

But  let  thofe  who  love  his  name  be  joyful  in  him. 
Your  Lord  who  was  dead,  is  alive,  and  ^ecauft  he 
livetbf  you  Jball  liv^  alfb.  If  ye  bi  rifen  nmth  hitn^ 
ftek  the  ihings  which  are  ahove^  where  he  Jitteth  on 
the  right  hand  of  God.  And,  when  he^  who  is  our 
tife%  Jhcdl  appear^  then  Jball  ye  aljo  appear  with  him  in 
ghry^ 
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SERMON    XLI. 
Death  by  Adam>  Life  by  ChnfU 

I  Cor.  XV.  2i»  22. 

Forjinci  by  man  came  death,  iy  mam  came  alfo  the  r/- 
furreffion  of  the  dead,  .  For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  0wn 
fo  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive* 

TT'ROM  Mr  Handel's  acknowledged  abilities  as  a 
JP     compofer,  and  particularly  from  what  I  have 
heard  of  his  great  tafte  and  fuccefs  in  adapting  the 
ftyle  of  his  mufio  to  the  fubjeA,  I  judge,  that  this 
paifage  afforded  him  a  fair  occaiion  of  difplaying  his 
genius  and  powers.     Two  ideas,  vaftly  important  in 
themfelves,  are  here  reprefented  in  the  (Irotigeft  light, 
by  being  placed  in  contrad  to  each  other.    Surely  the 
moil  folemn,  the  mod  pathetic  drains  muft  be  em- 
ployed/ if  they  accord  with  the  awful  words.  By  man 
came  deaths  in  Adam  all  die.     Nor  can  even  the  high* 
eft  efforts  of  ^he  heavenly  harpers,  more  than  anfwer, 
to  the  joy,  the  triumph,  and  the  praife,  which  the- 
other  part  of  my  text  would  excite  in  our  hearts,  if 
we  are.  interefted  in  it,  provided  we  were  capable  of 
comprehending  the  full  force  and  meaning  of  the  ex» 
preifions.  By  man  came  alfo  the  rejurreiiion^  in  Chri/l 
shall  all  be  made  alive. 

By  one  man  came  death.  By  ene  man  Jin  entered 
it^o  the  wdrld^  and  death  by  Jin  *•  Sin  opened  the 
door  to  death.  The  creation,  at  the  beginning,  was 
full  of  order  and  beauty.  God  faw  every  thing  thai 
T)e  bad  made^  and  behold  all  was  very  good\.    Adam^ 

happy 
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happy  in  the  image  and  favour  of  hia.  Maker,  breath- 
€d  the  air  of  immortality  in  paradifc.  While  moral 
evil  was  unknown^  ^natural  evils,  fuch  as  ficknefs, 
pain,  and  death,  had  no  place.  How  different  has- 
the^ilate  of  things  been&nce  !  Would  you  account 
for  the  change  .^  Charge  it  upon  man.  He  finned 
againft  his  Creator,  Lawgiver^  and  Benefa^or,  and 
thus,  by  him,  came  death.  The  fa£k  is  fare ;  and 
therefore  our  reafonings  upon  it,  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  it,  farther  than  we  are  enlightened  and 
taught  by  fcriptiire,  are  unneceilary  and  vain.  God 
is  infinitely  wife,  and  therefore  ^his  change  was 
forefecn  by  him.  He  doubtlefs  could  have  prevent- 
ed it,  for  to  Omnipotence  every  thing  that  docs,  not 
imply  a  contradiction  is  poflible,  is  eafy.  But  hs 
permitted  it,  and  therefore  it  muft  have  been  agree- 
able to  his  wifdom,  holinefs,  and  goodnefs,  to  per- , 
mit  it.  He  can  over-rule  it  to  the  purpofes  of  his 
own  glory,  and  to  ends  worthy  of  bimfelf,  and  he 
has  ailured  us  that  he  will  do  fo.  Thus  far  I  can 
go,  nor  do  I  wifli  to  go  farther.  An  endeavour  to- 
virtdicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man,  to  fallen  man» 
upon  the  grounds  of  what  he  proudly  calls  his  reafon^ 
would  be  an  impra£licable,  and,  in  tnj  view,  a  pre- 
fumptuous  attempt.  In  proportion  as  his  grace  en- 
lightens our  minds,  convinces  us  of  our  ignorance,  ^ 
and  humbles  our  pride,,  we  ihall  be  fatisfied,,  that  in  { 
whatever  he  appoints  or  permits,  he  adls  in  a  man- 
ner becoming  his  own  perfefliions.  Nor  can  we  be 
fatisfied  in  any  other  way.  We  fee,  we  feel,  that 
evil  is  in  the  worlds.  Death  reignst  It  has  pleafed 
Cod  to  afford  us  a  revelation,  to  vifit  us  with  the 
light  of  his  gofpeL  If,  indead  of  reafoning,  we  be- 
Kevc  and  obey,,  a  way  is  fet  before  us,  by  which-  w€ 
may  finally  overcome  every  evil,  and  obtain  a  hap- 
piiiefs  and  honour,  fuperior  to  'what  belonged  to  S 
aian  ki  his  -original  ft  ate.    They  who.  refufe  this  goft-     | 
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p^l,  muft  be  kft  to  their  cavils  and  perplexities^ 
until  the  day  in  which  the  great  Judge  and  Go* 
vernoF  of  all  (haU  arife  to  plead  his  own  caufe,  and 
to  vindicate  his  proceedings  fiom  their  arrogant  ex<- 
ceptions,  TJ^n.  every  mouth  will  be  stopped  *.  Let 
us  look  to  the  heavens,  which  are  hig):ker  than  we  'y, 
and  attend  to  what  we  may  learn  from  fure  princi- 
ples, that  the  earth,  with  all  its  inhabitants^  is  but 
a9  dufl:  upon  the  balance,  if  compared  with  the  im-^ 
menfity  of  God'a  creation*  Unlefs  we  could  know 
the  whole,  and  the  relation  which  this  very  fmaU 
part  bears  to  the  reft  of  his  government,,  we  muft 
be  utterly  incompetent  to  judge  how  it  becomes  the 
great  God  to  a<i.  We  are  infected  with  the  fin,, 
and  we  arc  fubjjefl  to  the  death,  with  all  its  conco* 
mitant  evils,  which  Game  into  the  world  by  the 
firft  man*  But  we  are  likewife  invited  to  a  partici- 
pation of  all  the  bleflings  which  the  fecond  Man  has 
procured,  by  his  atonement  for  fin,  and  by  his  vic- 
tory over  death.  For  as  by  man  came  deaths  fo  by 
man  came  alfo  the  refurreSliotifrom  the  dead. 

Let  us  take  a  flurvey,  firft  o£  the  malady,  and  thea 
of  the  remedy. 

I.  The  malady,,  the  efFefl:  and  wages-  of  fin  is  deaths. 
Many  ideas  are  included  in  this  word,  taken  iu  the 
ficriptural  fepfe.,  ' 

I.  The  fentenoe  annexed  to  the  traRfgrefllon  o£ 
that  commandment  which  was  given  as  an  efpccial 
tcft  of  Adam's  obedience,^,  and  which  afFe£U  all  his^ 
pofterity,  is  thus  cy^^ttStA^* In  the  day  that  thou  eaf-^ 
est-^thdu  Jbalt  furely  die  f.  Biit  man  was  not,  prdi* 
narily,  to  die  by  a  Itroke  of  apoplexy,  or  by  a.  fiafii 
of  lightning.  I'he  Sentence  includes  all  the  natural 
evils,  alj  the  variety  of  woe,,  which  fin  has  brought 
into  the  world.  The  rebellious  tempers  and  appetites 
which  fo  often  cut.  ihoirt  ^e  life  of  man,,  together 
with  the  fjuflFerings  a^d  txoubles  which>  foooer  or  It- 

♦  ^h.  xxxT,  $.%■"■  t  ^^  ii*X7/' 
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tCTf  bring  him  dowB  with  forrow  to  the  grave,  being 
the  confequences  of  fin,  may  be  properly  confidered 
ias  belonging  to  that  death  in  which  they  terminate. 
Even  the  earth  and  the  elements  purtook  in  the  efie jis 
of  man*s  difobedience.  Thorns  and  thiftles  *  were  not 
the  produce  of"  the  ground  till  after  he  had  finned. 
ISor '<:an  I  fuppofe  that  hurricanes,  floods,  and  earth- 
quakes, were  known  m  a  ftate  of  innocence*  But 
Bad  the  whole  earth  been  a  paradife,  man,  having 
finned,  mud  have  been  miferable.  It  is  not  in  fituation 
to  make  that  heart  happy,  which  is  the  feat  of  inor« 
dinate  paifions^  f^ge*  envy,  malice,  luft,  and  avarice* 
And  were  the  earth  a  patadife  now,  it  would  be 
ftained  with  Uo6d,  and  filled  with  violence,  cruelty, 
and  mifery^  while  it  is  inhabited  by  finners     Many 

Eerfons  at  prefent,  who  dwell  in  (lately  houfes,  and 
ave  every  thing  around  them  that  is  fuited  to  gra- 
tify and  pleafe  their  fenfes,  know  by  painful  experi- 
ence, how  little  happinefs  thefe  external  advantages 
afford,  wliile  their  minds  are  tortul^d  with  difap- 
polntments  and  anxiety.  Thus  the  outward  afflic- 
tions which  every  where  furround  and  affail  the 
finner,  and  ^e  malignant  paGions,  v;hich,  likevul- 
tures^  continually  gnaw  his  heart,  all  combine  to  ac- 
celerate the  execution  of  the  fentence  of  death. 

2.  Deaths  !n  ^  ^oery  important  fenfc,  entered  im- 
jnediately  with  fin.  JSelides  the  rational  life  which 
ftill  diftinguiihes  Ihan  from  the  brute  creation,  he 
originally  poflefled  a  fpiritual  and -divine  life  *,  for  be 
Vas  created  in  the  image  of  God,  in  tighteoufnefs 
and  true  holinels*  He  was  capable  of  commu« 
nion  with  God,  of  rejoicing  in  his  favour,  and  of 
propofing  his  will  and  glory  as  the  great  end  of  his 
a£lion8.  In  a  word,  tht  pfefence  and  life  of  God 
dwelt  ift  Um,  at  in  a  tcfnple.  ,  As  the  foul  is  the 
Me  of  the  body,  which  becomes  a  carcafe,  a  prey  to 
vormi  and  putitfiiidioOj  when  the  foul  has  for&ken 
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It;  fo  God  is  the  life  of  the  foul-  Sin  defaced  his  tem- 
ple, and  he  forfook  it.  In  this  fcnfe,  when  Adam  had 
tranfgrcfled  the  law,  he  died  inftantly,  in  that  very 
day,  in  that  very  moment.  He  loft  his  fpiritual  life,  he 
loft  all  defire  for  communion  with  God,  he  no  longer 
retained  any  love  for  his  benefa£lor.  He  dreaded 
his  prefencc,  he  fought  to  hide  himfelf  from  him, 
and  when  obliged  to  appear  and  anfwer,  ftood  felf- 
condemned  before  him,  till  revived  and  reftored  by 
the  promife  of  grace.  And  thus  his  pofterity  derive 
from  him  what  may  be  called  a  living  death.  They 
are  dead  while  they  live,  dead  in  trefpajfes  and  fins  *, 
till  they  are  again  quickened  by  his  holy  Spirit. 
This  is  not  a  fubjeft  of  common-place  declamation  ; 
it  is  to  be  proved  by  the  tenor  of  fcripturd,  the  na- 
ture of  redemption,  and  the  very  reafon  of  things. 
ITnlefs  we  allow  that  man  in  his  prefent  ftate  is  thus 
ftdlen^  depraved,  and  dead,  we  muft  be  reduced  to 
the  abfurdity  of  fuppofing,  that  God  made  him  fuch 
a  creature  as  he  now  is  :  That  when  he  formed  him. 
for  himielf,  and  endued  him  with  a  capacity  and  de- 
fires  which  nothing  (hort  of  his  own  infinite  good« 
nefs  can  fatisfy,  he  ihould  at  the  fame  time  create 

.him  with  a  difpofition  to  hate  his  Maker,  to  feek 
his  fatisfa&ion  in  fenfuality  upon  a  level  with  the 
brutes,  and  to  confine  his  views  and  purfuits  within 
the  limits  of  this  precarious  life,  while  he  feels,  in  de« 
fiance  of  himfelf,  an  inflin£live  thirft  for  immortali- 
ty. Man  confidered  in  this  view  would  be  a  fole« 
cifm  in  the  creation ;  and  they  who  do  not  acquiefce 
in  the  caufe  which  the  fcripture  affigns  for  the  incon« 
fiftencies  and  contradidlions  which  are  found  in  his 
charader,  will  never  be  able  to  affign  aiiy  other 
caufe,  which  will  bear  the  trial  of  fober  and  rational 
examination.    What  the  p«et  fays  of  Beelzebub,  Aftf- 

jefiic  though  in  ruinsy  may  be  truly  affirmed  of  man. 

His 
•  Eph.  ii.  r. 
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His  faculties  and  powers  are  proofs  of  his  original 
greatnefs  $  his  awful  mifapplication  of  them  equally 
prove  that  he  is  a  fallen  and  ruined  creature;  He 
has  loft  his  true  life^  he  is  dead  in  (in  \  and  unlefs 
renewed  and  revived  by  the  grace  of  God,  can  only, 
in  a  future  ftate^  be  fit  for  the  company  of  the  fallen 
angels. 

3*  Deatby  as  the  wages  of  Gn,  extends  (lill  far* 
ther.  There  is  the  ftcond  deaths  the  final  and  eter- 
nal mifery  of  foul  and  body  in  hell.  This  we  know  is 
the  dreadful  lot  of  the  jmpenitent.  We  need  no  other 
proof  that  this  was  included  in  the  fentence ;  for 
certainly,  the  righteous  Judge  would  not  infli^l  a 
greater  punifliment  than  he  had  denounced.  Indeed, 
it  follows  of  courfe  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  if 
we  admit  the  foul  to  be  immortal,  a  refurre£lion 
both  of  the  juft  and  the-unjuft,  and  thaf  there  re- 
mains no  otner  facrifice  for  fin,  in  favour  of  thofe 
who  rejefk  the  gofpel.  For  to  be  difowned  of  God 
in  the  great  day,  to  be  feparated  from  his  favourable 
prefence,  and  confcious  of  his  ehdlefs  difpleafure )  to 
be  abandoned  to  the  unreftrained  rage  of  finful  dif- 
pofitions  and  hopelefs  defpair ;  to  be  inceflantly  tor« 
xnented  by  the  ftings  of  a  remorfeful  confcience,  muft 
be,  upon  the  principles  of  fcripture,  the  unavoidable 
confequences  of  being  cut  off  by  death,  in  an  unburn* 
bled,  unpardoned,  unfandlified  ftate. 

II.  But,  bleffed  be  God,  the  gofpel  teveals  a  re- 
fief  and  remedy  fully  adapted  to  the  complicated  mi- 
fery in  which  fin  has  involved  us.  As  by  man  qanu 
deathy  by  man  came  alfo  the  refurreElion  from  the  dead. 
Messiah  has  made  an  end  of  fin,  and  deftroyed  the 
power  t)f  death.  They  who  believe  in  him^  though 
they  were  dead,jball  live  *•  For  he  is  the  Rei'urre£tion 
of  the  dead,  and  the  Life  of  the  living. 

I.  He  raifes  the  foul  from  the  death  of  fin  unto 

a  life  of  righteoufnefs.     By  his  blood  he  procures  a 

right 
♦  Joho  xi.  2s* 
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right  and  liberty,  and  by  his  Spirit  he  eomtnunicates 
'a  power,  that  tbofc  who  were  afar  off,  may  draw 
nigh  to  God,  Thus,  cvtn  at  prefent,  believers  are 
faid  to  be  rifen  with  him  *.  Their  fpiritual  life  is  re- 
newed, and  their  happinefs  is  already  commenced^ 
though  It  be  as  yet  fuD}e£l  to  abatements. 

I.  Though  when  they  are  made  partakers  of  his 
grace,  and  thereby  delivered  from  the  condemning 
power  of  the  law,  fin  has  no  longer  dominion  over 
them,  as  formerly ;  yet  it  ftill  wars  and  ftrives  within 
them,  and  their  life  is  a  ftate  of  continual  warfare* 
They  now  approve  the.  law  of  God,  as  holy^ju/i^  and 
gpbdy  and  delight  in  it  after  the  inward  man  f ;  yet  th^y 
ate  renewed  but  in  part.  They  feel  a  law  in  their 
members  warring  againft  the  law  of  their  minds.  They 
.  eannoi  da  the  things  that  they  would,  nor  as.  they  would  / 
for  when  they  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  them. 
They  are  confciout  of  a  defe£l  and  a  defilement  at- 
tending their  beft  fervices.  Their  attainments  are  un- 
fpeakably  fhort  of  the  defires  which  love  to  the  Re<» 
deemer  has  raifed  in  their  hearts.  They  are  afha- 
ined,  and  fometimes  almoil  difcouraged.  They  adopt 
the  Apoftle's  language.  Oh,  wretched  man  that  Iam% 
who.fhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  2  But 
with  him  they  can  likewife  fay,  I  thank  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  They  know  he  is  on  their 
fide,  and  expe&  that  he  will  at  laft  make  them  mor^ 
than  conquerors :  yet  while  the  conflift  hfts,  they  have 
much  to  fuSer,  and  much  to  lament. 
;  2.  They  are  fubje£k»  like  other  people^  to  the  varl- 
ptts  calamities  and  diitreffes  incident  to  this  llateof 
mortality  ^  and  they  have,  more  or  lefa,  troubles  pe- 
culiar to  themfclves>  arifing  from  the  nature  of  their 
profei&on  afid  condu&  (if  they  are  faithful  to  their 
Lord)  while  they  live  iii  a  world  that  lieth  in  wickeid- 
nefs.  But  the  curfe  and  fting  is  taken  out  of  their 
^fSiictions,  and  they  are  fo  modetated  and  fan£tified 
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by  the  wifdom  and  grace  of  him  whem  they  fenrCi 
that  in  the  event  they  work  for  their  good.  But 
though  ihvf  yield  the  peaceful  fruits  ef  righteoufnefs*^ 
in  themfelvesj  and  at  the  time^  they  are  not  joyous, 
but  grievous. 

3.  They  arc  ftill  fubjcft  to  the  ftroke  of  death, 
the  feparation  of  foul  and  body.  But  this  death  has 
loft  its  fting  as  to  them.  And  therefore  they  are  faid 
not  to  die,  but  to  Heep  in  Jeiiisi  Death  is  not  their 
enemy,  but  their  friend.  To  them,  inftead  of  being 
an  evilj  it  proves  a  deliverance  from  all  evil,  and  an 
entrance  into  everlafting  life. 

II.  That  new  life  to  which  they  are  raifed,  is  furel7 
connected  with  life  eternal,  the  life  of  grace,  with 
the  life  of  glory.  For  Chrift  liveth  in  them,  and  be- 
ing united  to  him  by  faith,  they  fiiall  live  while  he 
liveth.  They  only  ihut  their  eyes  upon  the  pains  atid 
forrows  of  tnis  world,  to  open  them  immediately  in 
his  prefence,  and  fo  theyfbaUbefor  ever  with  theLord^ 
How  wonderful  and  happy  is  the  tranfition !  Frona 
difeafe  and  anguifli,  from  weeping  friends,  and  often 
from  a  ftate  of  indigence  and  obfcurity,  in  which 
they  have  no  friends  to  compaf&onate  them>  they  re* 
move  to  a  ftate  of  glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  to 
a  manfion  in  the  realms  of  light,  to  a  feat  near  the 
throne  of  God.  In  the  language  of  mortals,  this 
inefiaUe  honour  and  happinefs  is  fliadowed  out  to  us, 
by^  the  emblems  of  a  white  robe,  a-  golden  harp,  a 
palm-branch,  (the  token  of  vi£lory),  and  a  crown, 
not  of  oak  or  laurel,  of  gold  or  diamonds,  tut  a  crowm 
^  life.  Such  honour  have  all  the  faints.  However 
afflifled  or  negleded,  defpifed  or  oppieffed,  while 
upon  earth,  foon  as  their  willing  fpirits  take  their 
flight  from  hence,  they  ftiine  like  the  fun  in  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father.  Thus  Lazarus  lay  for  a 
time,  difcsifed,  nccefhtous,  and  flighted,  at  the  rich 

man's 
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man's  gate.  Yet  he  was  not  without  attendants.  A 
guard  of  angels  waited  around  hii^^  and  when  he  died 
-conveyed  his  fpirit  into  Abraham^s  bofom*.  The 
Jews  thought  very  highly,  of  Abraham,  the  father  of 
their  nation,  the  father  of  the  faithful.  Our  Lord 
therefore  teaches  us  by  this  reprefentation,  that  the 
b^gar  Lazarus  was  not  only  happy  after  death,  but 
highly  exalted  by  him  who  feeth  not  as  man  feeth  ; 
finr,  he  was  placed  in  Abraham's  bofom,  a  fituation 
which,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Jews,  was  a 
mark  of  peculiar  favour,  intimacy,  and  diilin^ion* 
Tlus  the  beloved  difciple  was  feated  in  the  bofom  of 
our  Lord,  when  he  celebrated  his  lad  paflbver  with 
his  difciples  f  • 

3.  Their  dead  bodies  fhall  be  raifed  at  the  great 
day;  not  in  their  former  (late  of  weaknefs  and  cor- 
ruption, but  that  which  vrzs  Jiwn  in  weaknefs  Jball 
he  raifed  in  power y  and  the  mortal  fhall  put  on  immorta^ 
lUy*'  He  fhdll  change  our  vile^  body,  that  it  may  be 
fashioned  according  to  the  likenefs  of  his  own  glorious 
body.  So  that  his  own  jefurred^ion  is  both  the  pledge 
and  the  pattern  of  theirs.  I  have  only  farther  to  ob<* 
ferve  upon  this  fubje£i  at  prefent,  that  as  Adam  is 
the  root  and  head  of  all  mankind,  from  whence  they 
all  derive  a  Onful  and  mortal  nature  \  fo  Jefus,  the 
fecond  Adam,  is  the  root  of  a  people  who  are  united 
to  him,  planted  and  engrafted  in  him  by  faith.  To 
thefe  the  refurrediion,  conGdered  as  a  bleffing,  is  to- 
be  rcftrained.  There  will  be  a  refurredlion  of  the 
wicked  likewife  X^  but  to  condemnation, ^jn?^,  and 
everlajing  contempt  ||.  But  the  connexion  is  clofe 
and  indiSbluble  between  Chrift  the  iirft^fruits,  and 
them  that  are  Chrift's  at  his  coming.  ^ 

May  we  be  happily  prepared  for  this  great  event, 
that  when  he  fhall  appear  we  may  have  confidence  in  him^ 
and  not  to  be  a/bamed  before  him  $.     Happy  they  who 

fhall 
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Ihall  then  be  able  to  welcome  him  in  the  language  of 
the  prophet,  Loy  this  is  our  Gody  we  have  nvaited  fir 
bim^  and  he  nuill  fave  us ;  this  is  the  Lord^  we  havt 
waited  for  him,  we  wiU  be  gfadp  ttnd  rejoice  in  hisfaU 
vation  *.  fiut  how  awful  die  contraft  of  fhofe  (many 
of  them  once  the  great,  mighty,  and  honourable  of 
ithe  earth)  who  (hall  behold  him  with  horror,  and  ki 
the  angui(h  of  their  fouls  (hall  call  (in  vain)  to  thi 
rocls  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them  and  hide  them  from 
'  his  prefence^  faying^  *The  great  da^  of  his  wrath  is  come^ 
-vnd  whofhall  be  dUe  tojhnd^  ? 
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I  Cor.  XV.  51,  52, 

JSehoId^  I  Jiew  you  a  mjiftery.  We  Jhall  not  all  Jleep^  but 
nvejball  all  be  changed.  In  a  moment^  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye^  at  the  lafi  trump^  for  the  trumpet  Jhall  founds  and 
the  dead  Jhall  be  ratfed  incorrupt^le^  and  nve  Jhall  be 
changed.  For  this  corruptible  muft  put  on  incorruptiottf  and 
this  mortal  mufi  put  on  immortality. 

AN  obje£l  In  itfelf  gteat,  and  which  wc  know  to 
•^^  be  fo,  will  appeat  fmall  to  us  if  we  view  it 
from  a  diftance.  The  ftarsi  for  example,  in  our  vicw^ 
are  but  as  little  fpecks  or  points  of  light  j  and  the  tip 
of  z;  finger,  if  held  very  near  to  the  eye,  is  fufficierit 
to  hide  from  us  the  whole  body  of  the  Am.  Diftance 
of  time  has  all  cffcCt  upon  us,  in  its  kind,  fimilar  to 
diftance  of  fpace.  It  diminiflies  in  our  mind  the 
idea  of  what  we  are  afTured  is,  in  its  own  tiatute,  6f 
great  magnitude  and -importance.^  If  any  of  us  were 
informed  that  we  (hould  certainly  die  before  this  day 
clofes,  what  a  fudden  and  powerful  change  would 
take  place  in  our  thoughts  ?  That  we  all  mt$/i  die, 
is  a  truth,  of  which  we  are  no  lefs  certain,  thaii  that 
we  are  now  alive.  But  becatife  it  is  poffible  that  we 
may  not  die  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  or  this  year,  or  for 
fcveral  years  to  come,  we  are  often  little  more  adeft- 
ied  by  the  thoughts  of  death,  than  if  we  expe£ted  to 
live  here  for  ever.  In  like  manner,  if  you  receive  the 
fcripture  as  a  divine  revelation  I  need  ofier  you  no 

other 


l6S  Tie  general  RefurreBion.         Scr.  4t» 

other  proof,  that  there  is  a  day,  a  great  day,  ap- 
proaching,  which  will  put  an  end  to  the  pi^fent  ftate 
of  things,  and  introduce  a  (late  unchangeable  and 
eternal.  Then  the  Lord  will  defcend,  with  a  Jbeuty 
with  the  voice  of  an  archangdy  and  with  the  trump  vf 
God*  The  earth  and  all 'its  worts  will  he  burnt  up% 
The  great  Judge  will  appear,  the  tribunal  be  fixed, 
the  books  ojpeiied,  and  all  the  human  race  mud  give 
an  account  of  themfelves  to  God,  and,  according  to 
his  righteous  award,  be  happy  or  miferable  in  a  de- 
gree beyond  expreiTion  ^  or  conception^  and  that  fot 
ever. 

If  we  were  infallibly  alTured,  that  diis  tremen*. 
dous  fcene  would  open  upon  us  to-xnor^w^  or  if» 
while  I  am  fpeaking,  we  ihould  be  ftartled  with  the 
figns  of  our  Lord's  coming  in  the  air,  wha(  confu« 
fion  and  alarm  would  overfpread  the  congregation  } 
Yet,  if  the  fcripture  be  true,  the  hour  is  approach- 
ing, when  we  mud  all  be  fpe£lators  of  this  foleihn 
event,  and  parties  nearly  interefted  in  it.  But  be- 
caufe  it  is  at  a  diftance,  we  can  hear  of  it,  fpeak  of 
it,  and  profefs  to  expeA  it,  with  a  coolnefs  almoft 
equal  to  indiii^crence.  May  the  Lord  give  us  that 
faith  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  that 
while  I  aim  to  lead  your  meditations  to  the  fubje£t  of 
my  text,  we  may  be  duly  imprefled  by  it :  and  that 
we  may  carry  from  hence  fuch  a  confideration  of  our 
latter  end,  as  may  incline  our  hearts  to  that  which  is 
.  our  true  wifdom ! 

Many  curious  enquiries  and  fpeculations  might  be 
darted  from  this  palfage,  but  which,  becaufc  I  judge 
them  to  be  more  curious  than  uftfuly  it  is  my  inten« 
tion  to  wave.  I  (hail  confine  myftlf  to  what  is 
plainly  exprefTed,  becaufe  I  wiih  rather  to  prafit 
than  to  amufe  my  hearers.  The  principal  fubje£t 
before  us  is  the  refurredion  of  the  dead,  in  the  moft 
pleafing  view  of  it  \  for  my  text  fpeaks  only  of 

thofe 
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thofc  who  fliall  change  the  mortal  and  corruptible^ 
for  incorruptioii  and  immortality. 

I.  The  introdudlion,  Behdd  IJhonv  yeii  a  mystery, 

II.  What  we  are  taught  to  cxpcft,  We  shall  not 
all  sleepy  btit  we  shaJJ  all  te  changed* 

III.  fhe  fuddennefs  of  the  events  In  a  moment^  tn 
the  twinkling  cf  an  eye* 

IV.  The    grand    preceding    fignalj   The  trumpet 
'shall  sound. 

I.  The  Apoftle  apprizes  the  Corinthians  that  he 
is  abaut  to  show  them  a  mystery.     As  the  word  «)?/- 
iery  has  been  treated  with  no   fmall  contempt,    I 
(hall  embrace  this  occafion  of  offering  you  a.  (hort 
explanation  of  it,  as  it  is  ufed  in  the  fcriptures.    We 
are  allowed  to  fay,  that*  there  are  myfteries  in  na^ 
ture^  and  perhaps  we  may  be  allowed  to  fpeak  oi 
myfteries  in  Providence ;  but  though  an  Apoftle  aC- 
fures  us,  that  great  is  the  mptery  of  godltnefs  *,  many 
perfons  will   fcarcely  bear  the    application   of    the 
word  to  religion.     And  a  late  ingenious  writer,  who 
has  many  admirers  in  the  prefent  day,  has  ventured 
to  affirm,  in  print,  that  where  myftery  begins,  reli- 
gion ends.     If  the  frequency  of  the  cafe  did  not,  in  \ 
feme  degree,  abate  our  wonder,  this  might  feem  al- 
moft  a  myftery,  that  any  perfons  who  profefs  to  be- 
lieve the  fcripture,  fliould  fo  openly  and  flatly  con- 
tradift  what  the  fcripture  exprefsly  and  repeatedly 
declares  :  Or  that  while,  as  men  of  reafon  and  phi- 
lofophy,  they  are  forced  to  acknowledge  a  myftery 
in  every  part  of  creation,    and  muft  confefs  it  be- 
yond their  ability  to  explain  the  growth  of  a  blade 
of  grafs;  they  fliould,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  rules 
of  analogy,  conclude,  that  the  gofpel,  the  moft  im-  . 
portant  concern  of  man,  and  which  is  commended 
to  us  as  the  moft  eminent  difplay  of  the  wifdom 
and  power  of  God^  is  the  only  {ubje£b  fo  level  to 
our  apprehenfionSj  as  to  be  obviousi  at  firft  Gght>  to 
VoL.IL  H  the 
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the  inoft  carelefs  and   fuperficial  cbfervers.    That 
great  numbers  of  people  arc  very  far  from  being 
accurate  and  diligent  in  their  religious  enquiries^  13 
too  evident  to  be  denied.     How  often  do  we  meet 
with  perfons  of  fcnfe  who  talk  with  propriety  on 
philofophical,  political,  or  conlfhercial  fubje£ls»  and 
yet,  when  they  fpeak  of  religion,  difcover  fuch  grofs 
ignorance,  as  would  be  (hameful  in  a  child  of  ten 
years  old,  and  amounts  to  a  full  proof  that  they  have 
not  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  acquire  even  a 
flight   knowledge   of  its   firft  principles.     Can   wc 
even  conceive  the  pofBbility  of  a  divine  revelation 
that  fhould  have  nothing  in  it  myfierious  to  perfoiis 
of  this  charafter? . 

A  myfteryj  according  to  the  notation  of  the  Greek 
word,  figqifies  a  fecret.  And  all  the  peculiar  truths 
of  the  gofpel  may  juflly  be  ftyled  myfteries  or  fc- 
crcts,  for  two  reafons. 

I.  Eecaufe  the  difcovery  of  them  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  fallen  man,    and  they  neither  would  nor 
could  have  been  known  without  a  revelation  from 
God.    This  is  eminently  true  of  the  Refurre£lion, 
The  -light  of  nature,  which  we  often  hear  fo  highly 
commended,  may  afford  fome  faint  glimmenngs  of 
a  future  (late,  but  gives  no  intimation  of  a  refur- 
reftion.    The  men  of  wifdom  at  Athens,  the  Stoic 
and  Epicurean  philofophers,  who  differed  widely  in 
moft  parts  of  their  refpeftive  fchemes,  united  in  de- 
riding this  fentiment,  and  contemptuoufly  ftyled  the 
Apoftle  Paul  a  babbler  *  for  preaching  it.     But  this 
fecret  is  to  us  made  known.     And  we  are  affured, 
not  only  that  the  Lord  will  receive  to  himfelf  the  de- 
parting fpirits  of  his  people,   but  that  he  will  give 
commandn^ent  concerning  their  duft,  and,    in  due 
time,  raife  their  vile  bodies  to  a  conformity  with  his 
o^xhi  glorious  body. 

2,  Becaufe, 
*  A^s  zvii.  18. 
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2.  Becaufey  though  they  are  revealed  exprefsly  in 
the  fcripture,  fuch  is  the  groiTnefsof  our  conceptions^ 
and  the  ftrength  of  our  prejudices^  that  the  truths  of 
revelation  are  ftili  unintelligible  to  us,  without  a  far- 
ther revelation  of  their  true  fenfe  to  the  mind,  by  the 
influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Otherwife,  how  can 
the  fecret  of  the  Lord  be  reftraincd  to  thofe  who  fear 
him*,  when  the  book  which  contains  it  is  open  to  ail, 
and  the  literal  and  grammatical  meaning  of  the  words 
is  in  the  pofleffion  <Df  mi^ny  who  fear  him  not  I 

Books  in  the  arts  and  fciences  may  be  (aid  to  be 
full  of  myd'eries  to  thofe  who  have  not  a  fuitable 
capacity  and  tafte  for  them ;  or  who  do  not  apply 
themfelves  to  ftudy  them  with  diligence,  and  pa- 
tiently fubmit  to  learn  gradually  one  thing  after  an- 
other. '  If  you  put  a  treatife  on  the  mathematics,  or  a 
Cyftem  of  inufic,  into  the  hands  <A  a  ploughman  or 

,  labourer,  yoji  will  not  be  furprifed  to  find  that  fee 
cannot  underftand  a  fingle  page.  Shall  the  works 
of  a  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  or  of  a  Handel,  be  thus  in- 
•cxplicable  to  one  perfon,  while  anot&cr  perufes  them 
with  admiration  and  delight?     Shall  thefe  require 

,  a  certain  turn  of  mind,  and  a  clofe  attention  ?  And 
can  it  be  reafonabiy  fuppofed,  that  the  Bil:>le  is  the 
only  book  that  requires  no  peculiar  difpofition,  or 
degree  of  application,  to  be  underftood,  though  it 
is  deiigned  to  make  us  acquainted  with  the  Jeep 
things  ef  Gcd\P  In  one  refpefi,  indeed,  there  is 
an  encouraging  di&rence.  Divine  truths  lie  thus 
far  equally  open  to  all,  that  though  none  can  learn 
theoi  unlefe  they  are  taught  5f  God,  yet  ali  who  are 
fenCUe  of  their  own  weaknefs  may  expe£i  his 
teaching,  if  they  humbly  feek  it  by  prayer.  Ma- 
ny people  are,  perhaps,  incapable  pf  being  mathe- 
ntaticians.  They  have  not  a  genius  for  the  fci- 
•ence.    But  there  is  none  teacheth  like  God.    H« 
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.  can  give  not  only  light,  but  fight ;  not  only  leiibn*^ 
bnt  die -capacity  neceflary  for  their  reception.  And 
rwhile  his  myfteries  are  hidden  from  the  wife  and 

.  prudent,  who  are  too  proud  to  wait  upon  him  for 
inftru£lion,  he  reveals  them  unto  babes. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought,  that  a  belief  of  the 
do£%rine  of  the  refurre£lion  does  not  require  the 
fame  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  is  neceflary  to 
the  right  knowledge  of  fome  other  do£lrines  of  the 
gofpel.  But  fuch  a  belief  as  may  affe£t,  cheer,  and 
animate  the  heart,  muft  be  given  us  from  above,  for 
we  cannot  reafon  ourfelves  into  it.  Nay,  this  divine 
teaching  is  neceflary  to  fecure  the  mind  from  the  Tain 
reafonings,  perplexities,  and  imaginations,  which  will 
bewilder  our  thoughts  upon  the  fubje£b,  unlefs  we 
learn  to  yield  in  fimplicity  of  faith,  to  what  thcfcrip- 
ture  has  plainly  revealed,  and  can  be  content  to  know 
no  farther  before  the  proper  time. 

II.  What  we  are  here  taught  to  expeft  is  thus  ex- 
preffed— Jr>^i»//  not  allfieepy  hut  Hue  shall  all  be  cbari" 
ged.  We  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  whole  human 
race  will  die>  and  fail  from  the  earth,  before  the  re- 
furredion.  Some  will  be  living  at  the  time,  and  a- 
mong  them  fome  of  the  Lord's  people.  Of  the  living, 
it  cannot  properly  be  faid  that  they  will  be  raifed  from 
the  dead :  but  they  will  experience  a  change,  which 
will  put  them  exadily  in  the  fame  ftate  with  the 
others.  Their  mortality  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  life. 
Thus  we  conceive  it  to  have  been  with  Enoch  and 
Elijah.  They  did  not  die  like  other  men  ;  but  their 
mortal  natures  were  frail  and  finful,  like  ours,  and 
incapable  of  fuftaining  the  glories  of  heaven  without 

.  a  preparation.     Flefli  and  blood  in  its  prefent  ftate 

.  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  neither  can  cor- 
ruption inherit  incorruption ;  but  the  dead  ihall  arife, 
and  the  living  ihall  be  changed  1,  Here  is  a  wide  field 
for  fpeculation,  but  I  mean  not  to  enter  it.  Curiofity 
would  be  glad  to  know  how  our  bodiesj  when  chan- 
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ged,  ihall  ftili  be  the  fame.  Let  us  firft  determine 
how  that  body,  which  was  once  an  infant,  is  the 
very  fame  when  it  becomes  a  full  grown  man,  or  a 
man  in  extreme  old  age.  Let  us  explain  the  tranf* 
mutation  of  a  caterpillar  or  filk^worm,  which,  from 
a  ii^ptile  becomes  a  butterfly.  What  a  wonderful 
change  is  this  both  in  appearance  and  in  po^vers  i 
Who  would  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  fame  creature  ?  Yet 
who  can  deny  it  i  It  is  fafeft  and  moft  comfortable 
for  us,  to  refer  to  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God  the 
accomplifliment  of  his  own  word. 

UL  Thefe  great  events  will  take  place  unexpe£lcdly 
and  fuddenly.     In  a  moment ^  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye*     We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  a  part  at  leaft 
of  mankind   will  be  employed  as  they  are  now,  and 
as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Noah  and  Lot  *,  eating, 
drinking,  baying,   felling,  building,    and  plantings 
luivtng  nothing  lefs  in  their  thoughts  th^n  the  calamir^^ 
ty  and  deftrw^n  which  (hall  overwhelm  them  with- 
out waging.  For  while  they  are  promifing  themfelvea 
peace,  the  day  of  the  Lord  fhall  come  upon  them, 
like  a  thief  in  the  night,  unlooked  for,  and,  like  the 
pangs  of  a  labouring  woman,  unavoidable.     In  that 
day  the  lofty  losh  of  man  Jball  be  bumUedt  and  tie 
haugbtinefs  of  man  Jball  he  ionxxed  down^  and^  the  Lord 
edone  Jball  be  exalted  f.     So  large  a  part  of  divine  pro* 
phecy  remains  yet  to  be  fulfilled,  that  I  apprehend  it 
is  not  probable  that  any  of  us  (hall  be  alive  when  this 
great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  (hall  be  revealed. 
fiut  are  not  fome  of  us  expofed  to  a  fimilar  dreadful 
furprife !     If  you  die  in  your  fms,  the  confequences 
will  be  no  lefs  deplorable  to  you,  than  if  you  faw  the 
whole  frame  of  nature  perifhing  with  you.     Alas, 
what  will  you  do,,  whither  will  you  flee  for  help,  or 
where  will  you  leave  your  glory,  if,  while  you  are 
engroflled  by  the  cares  or  pleafures  of  this  world,  death 
(hould- arreft  you,  and  fummon  you  to  judgment? 
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The  rich  man  in  the  gofpel  is  not  charged  with  any 
ciime&of  peculiar  enormity.  It  is  not  faid  that  he 
ground  the  faces  of  the  poor,  or  that  he»  by  fraud  ot 
opprefBon,  kept  back  the  hire  of  the  labourers  who 
had  reaped  his  harveft  \i  he  only  rejoiced  in  his  wealthy 
and  in  having  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years, 
and  that  therefore  he  mightt  fecurely  eat*  drink,  and 
be  merry.  But  God  faid  unto  him,  9T&ot*  faoij  this 
night  Jhall  thy  foul  he  required  of  thte  *.  Awful  difap«> 
pointment !  Thus  will  it  be,  fooner  or  later,  with 
all  whofe  hearts  and  portions  are  in  this  world,  but 
are  not  rich  towards  God !  Confider  this,  you  that 
are  like*  minded  with  him.  Tiemble  at  the  thought 
of  being  found  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  have  aU 
their  cbnfolation  here,  and  who,  when,  they  die,  maft 
leave  their  all  behind  them.  Now  is  the  acceptable 
time,  the  day  of  f^lvation.  Now,  if  you  will  (eek 
the  Lord,  he  will  be  found  of  you.  Now,  if  you 
pray  for  grace  and  faith,  he  will  anfwer  you»  But 
•mhen  once  the  Mafter  of  the  houfe  fball  arife^  and  with 
^  his  own  fovereign  authoritative  hand  (hall  ^i//  the 
door  of  his  mercy,  it  will  then  be  in  vain,  and  toa 
late,  to  fay,  Lor d.  Lord,  open  unto  us  f ! 

IV.  The  great  fcene  will  b«  introduced  by  a  Bg^ 
nal.  At  the  Iq/t  trump  ;  for  the  trumpet  fball  founds. 
Thus  the  approach  of  a  king  or  a  }udge  is  ufually 
announced}  and  the  fcripture  frequently  borrows 
images  from  our  little  affairs  and  cudoms,  and,  in 
condefcenfion  to  our  weaknefs,  illuftrates  things  in 
themfclves  too  great  for  our  conceptions,  by  compa- 
ring them  with  thofe  which  are  more  familiar  to  us* 

It  will  indeed  be  comparing  great  things  with 
linaU,  if  I  attempt  to  illuiliate  this  fublime  idea 
by  local  cuftoms  which  obtain  in  this  kingdom.  Atr 
a  time  of  affize,  when  the  judges,  to  whom  the  ad- 
miniftration  and  guardianfhip  of  our  laws  are  en* 
toruited,    are  making  their  entrance,    expe£tation  is- 

awake,, 
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awake,  and  a  kind  of  reverence  and  awe  is  felt,  tvtn 
by  thoJ'e  who  are  not  immediately  concerned  in  their 
inqueil.     The>dignity  of  their  office,  the  purpoCe  for 
which  they  come,  the  concourfe  of  people,  the  or- 
der of  the  proceffion,  and  the  found  of  the  trumpets 
all  concur  in  raifing  an  emotion  in  the  hearts  of  the 
fpeftators.     Happy  are  they  then  upon  whom  the 
inflexible  law  has  no  demand  !   But  who  can   de-« 
fcribe  the  terror  with  which  the  found  of  the  trum- 
pet is  heard  by  the  unhappy  crrminat;  and  the  throb- 
bings  of  his  heart,  if  he  be  already  convi£^ed'  in  his 
own  confcience,  and  knows  or  fears  that  there  is 
fufEcient  eridehce  at  hand  to  fix  the  fa£t  upon  him^ 
and  to  prove  his  guilt  ?  For  foon  the  judge  will  take 
his  feat,  the  books  will  be  opened,  the  caufe  tried, 
and  the  criminal  fentenced.    Many  circumilances  of 
this  kind  are  alluded  to  in  the  fcripture,  to  afliit  us 
in  forming  fome  conception  of  what  will  take  place^ 
when  all  the  race  of  Adam,  fmall  and  great,  (hall 
(land  before  the  Sovereign  Judge,  the  one  Lawgiver, 
who  is  able  to  fave  and  to  deftroy.     But  the  con<* 
coarfc,  the  folemnity,  the  fcrutiny,   the  events  la 
the  mod  weighty  caufes  that  can  come  before  a  hu^ 
man  judicature,  are  mere  fhadows,  and  trivial  as  the 
fports  of  children,  if  compared  with  the  bufinefs  of 
this  tremendous  tribunaL     7hr  Lord  himfelf  tviil  de^, 
scend  with  the  voice  of  the-  archangel^  and  the  trumf^ 
of  God,     What  a  trumpet  will  that  be,  whofe  found 
jQiall  difiblve  the  frame  of  nature,  and  awaken  the 
dead  ?  When  the  Lord  is  feated  upon  his  great  nvhite 
throne  "^^  the  heavens  and  the  earth  (hall  flee  from 
his  prefence;  but  the  whole  race  of  mankind  (hall 
be  aflfembled  before  him,  eacih  one  to  give  an  account 
of  himfelf,  to  him,  from  whofe  penetrating  know- 
ledge no  fecret  can  be  hi(lden,  and  from  whofs  un- 
erring   inflexible  fentencc   there  can  be  no  appeal. 
Where  then  Jhall  the   ivlcked  and   the  ungodly   ap* 
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But  it  will  be  a  joyful  day  to  believers  :  they  (hall 
be  feparated  as  tbe  wheat  from  the  tares,  and  arran* 
ged  at  his  right  hand.  When  the  Lord  fhall  come, 
attended  by  his  holy  angels^  his  redeemed  people  . 
will  reaflume  their  bodie s>  refined  and  freed  from  all 
that  was  corruptible ;  and  thofe  of  them  who  (hall 
be  then  living  will  be  changed,  and  caught  up  to 
meet  him  in  the  air.  He  will  then  own  them, 
approve  and  crown  them,  before  aflembled  worlds. 
Every  charge  that  can  be  brought  againft  them  will 
be  over-ruled^  and  their  plea,  that  they  trufted  in  him 
for  falvation,  be  admitted  and  ratified.  They  will 
be  accepted  and  jullified.  They  will  (hine  like  the 
fun  in  his  train,  and  attend,  as  affeflbrs  with  him, 
when  he  (hall  pafs  final  judgment  upon  his  and  their 
enemies.  Then  he  will  be  admired  in  and  by  them 
that  believe.  Their  tears  will  be  for  ever  wiped 
away,  when  he  (hall  fay  to  themy  Come^  ye  hlejfed  of 
my  Fatter ^  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from, 
the  foundation  of  the  nvorld  *. 

Beloved,  if  thefe  things  are  (b,  nvhat  manner  ofpen^^ 
fins  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  convtrfation  4ind  godli*^ 
tiefs  f  ?  Should,  we  not  give  all  diligence  to  male,  our 
calling  and  eUBictt  fure^  that  we  n^ay  be  found  of  him 
in  peace?  He  who  will  then  be  feated  upon  the 
throne  of  judgment,  is  to  us  made  known  as  feated 
upon  a  throne  of  grace.  It  is  time,  it  is  high  time^ 
.  'and  blefled  be  God  it  is  not  yet  too  late,  to  feek  his 
^mercy.  Still  the  gofpel  invites  us  to  hear  his  voice, 
and  to  humble  ourfelves  before  him.  Once  more  you 
are  invited,  fome  of  you  perhaps  for  the  laft  time ; 
how  know  you  but  ficknefs  or  death  may  be  at  the 
very  door  ?  Confider,  Are  you  prepared  i  Examine 
the  foundation  of  your  hope, — and  doit  quickly,  im- 
partially, and  earntftly,  left  you  (hould  be  cut  ofi^  in 
an  hour  when  you  are  not  aware,  and  peri(h  with  a 
lie  in  your  right  hand. 
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Death  fwallowed  up  in  Vidory. 

I  Cor.  XV.  54. 

Then  Jhall  he  hrought  to  pafs  the  failing  thai  is  written^ 
Death  is  /walloiued  ujt  in  vi^ory  / 

DEATH,  (imply  conGdered,  is  no  more  than  a 
privative  idea,  fignifying  a  ceflation  of  life  ;  or^ 
that  what  was  once  living  lives  no  longer.  But  it  has 
been  the  general,  perhaps  the  univerfal  cuftom  of 
mankind  to  perfonify  it.  Imagination  gives  death  a 
formidable  appearance,  arms  it  with  a  dart,  fting,  or 
fcythe,  and  reprefents  it  as  an  a£iive,  inexorable,  and ' 
invincible  reality.  In  this  view  Death  is  a  great  de- 
vourer ;  with  his  iron  tongue  he  calls  for  thoufands 
at  a  meal.  He  has  already  fwallowed  up  all  the  pre- 
ceding generations  of  men ;  all  who  are  now  living 
are  marked  as  his  inevitable  prey  ;  he  is  dill  unfatis-  . 
fied,  and  will  go  on  devouring  till  the  Lord  (hall 
come.  Then  this  deftroyer  fhall  be  deftroyed ;  he 
Ihall  fwallow  no  more,  but  be  fwallowed  up  himfelf 
in  vi£tory.  Thus  the  fcripture  accommodates  itfelf 
to  the  language  and  apprehenfions  of  oiortals.  Fardiefj 
the  metaphorical  ufage  of  the  ^moxd,  fwallow  (till  en* 
larges  and  aggrandizes  the  idea.  Thus  the  earth  is 
faid  to  have^opened  her  mouth  and  fwallowed  up  Korab 
and  his  accomplices  *.  And  thus  a  pebble,  a  mill- 
ftone,  or  a  mountain,  if  caft  into  the  ocean,  would  be 
fwallowed  up,  irrecoverably  loft  and  gone,  as  though 
they  had  never  been  f.  &>uch  (hall  be  th^  triumphant 
victory  of  Messiah  in  the  great  day  of  the  confum- 
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mation  of  aM  things.  Deaths  in  its  caufe  and  in  its 
tSt{Xs^  ihall  be  utterly  deftroyed.  Man  was  created^ 
upright,  and  lived  in  a  paradife,  til)^  by  fin,  he  brought 
death  into  the  world.  From-that  time  death  has  reign- 
ed by  finf  and  evils  abound.  But  Messiah  came  to 
make  an  end  of  fin,  to  deftroy  deaths  and  him  that 
hath  the  power  of  it,  to  repair  every  diforder,  and  to 
remove  every  mifery  5  and  he  will  fo  fully,  fo  glori- 
oufly  accompliih  his  great  undertaking  in  the  final 
i0ue9  that  every  thing  contrary  to  holineis  and  happi*^ 
nefs  ihall  be  fwallowed  up  and  buried  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  a  return,  as  a  (lone  that  is  funk  in  the^ 
depths  of  the  fea«  Thus  where  Jin  bos  abounded  graccz 
will  much  more  atound. 

This  victory,  however,  being  the  Redeemer^  work: 
and  the  fruit  of  his  mediation,  the  fcripture  teaches 
us  to  reftrain  the  benefks  of  it  to  the  fubje£ls  of  his 
church  aud  kingdom.  In  Adam  all  die^  A  depraved' 
nature,  guilt,  forrow,  and  death,  extend  to  all  his 
pofterity.  The  All^,  who  in  Chrijl  Jhalt:  he  madf  alive ^ 
are  thofe  who,  by  faith  in  him,  are  delivered  from 
the  fling  of  death,^  which  is  fin,  and  are.  made  par* 
takers  of  a  new  nature.  There  is  a  fecond  deaths, 
which,  though  it  (ball  not  hurt  the  believers  in  Je- 
fus  *,  will  finally  fwallow  up' the  impenitent  and  un^- 
godly.  We  live  in  an  age  when  dhiere^is,  if  I.  may  fo 
fpeaic,  a  rtrfurrc£Hbn  of  m^ny  old  and  exploded  er-. 
rors,  which,  though  they  have  been  often  refuted  and 
forgotten,  are  admired  and  embraced  by  fome  per- 
fons  as  new  and'  wonderfuj  difcovcrics.  Of  this 
ftamp,  is  the  "fconceit  of  a  univerfal  reftitution  to  a 
iiaie  of  happinefs  of  all  intelligent  creatures,  whether 
angels  or  men,  who  hare  (rebelled  againft  the  will' 
and  government  of  God.  ^Fhis  fcntimcnt  contradids 
the  ciVrrent  dodrine  of  fcripture^  which  aiferts  the- 
everlafting  mifery  of  the  finally  impenitent,  in  as-  1 
ftxong  terms,  in  the  very  fame  terms,  as  the  eternah 
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hdppinefs  of  the  righteou8>  and  fometinics  in  the  very 
lame  verfe*.  Nor  can  it  pofEbly  be  true,  if  our 
Lord  fpake  the  truth  concerning  Judas,  when  he< 
faid,  b  bad  been  good  fir  thai  mantfhi  had  never  been- 
born  f .  If  I  could  confider  this  notion  as  harmlefs 
though  u/eUfF^  and  no  worfe  than  many  miftakes> 
which  men  of  upright  minds  have  made;  through  in* 
attention  and  weaknefe  of  judgment,  t  ihould  not 
have  mentioned  it.  But  I  judge  it  to  be  littljs  lefs^ 
pernictou6  and  poifonous,  than  falfe*  It  direftly 
tends  to  abate  that  fenfe  of  the  evil-  of  fin,  of  the  in- 
flexible  juiVice  of  Godj  and  the  truth  of  his  thfeatcn- 
ings^  which  is  but  too  weak,  in  the  bed  of  men.  Let 
us  abide  by  the  plain  declarations  of  his  word,  which 
aiTures  us,  that  there  remaineth  no^  ether  facrifice  for 
sifiXi  no  future  relief  againft  it,,  for  thofe  who  now 
refufe  the  gofpel  j  and  that  they  who  cordially  re- 
ceive it  fhall  be  faved  with  an  everlafting  falvation,. 
and  (hall  one  day>  fing,  Death- is  /wallowed  uft  invic^^ 
tory. 

i  would   farther  obfcrve^   that   many  propHecies^ 
ha^e  a  gradual  and  increafing  accomplifliment,  .and> 
may  be  applied  to-  feveral  periods  ;  though  their  fulb. 
eompletioawill  only  be  at  the  refurrs£bion  and  lad 
judgment.    This  paiTage,  as  it  ftand&inthe  prophecy*' 
of  Ifaiah[},.  from  whence  the  apoftle  €^ote&  it,  ap«r 
pears  to  have  a  reference  to  the  comparatively  bright- 
er light  and  glory  of  the  gofpel-ftate  beyond  what 
was  enjoyed  by  the  church  imder  the  Levitical  dif- 
penfation  ^  and  efpecially  to  the  privileges  of  -  thofe" 
happy  days,  when  the  fulnefi  of  the  Gentiles^^  and  the 
remnaut  of  Ifraeljball  be  brought  in-f  andth^  kingdom fi 
&fihe  world  Jhali  become  the  kingdonm  of  tb&  Lord  antt 
its  Chrijl..    I  would  not  exclude  the(b  fubocdinate 
fellies  ^  I  have  already  confidered  them.     But  {i^y  text- 
€<dis  our  attention  to-  the  end  of^  alL  things*..    Then^ 
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in  the  moft  emphatical  fenfe.  Death  wiU  befwallowei 
up  ofvtBory, 

Let  us  endea?our  to  realize  the  great  fcene  before 
us,  to  contemplate  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  when 
they  (hall  return  with  him  to  animate  their  glorified 
bodies.  Let  us  aik  the  queftioh  which  the  elder  pro- 
pofed  to  John,  Who  are  thefe  clothed  with  white  robes, 
mnd  whence  came  they  *  ^  7hey  came  out  of  great  tri^ 
iulaiion,  they  were  once  under  the  power  of  deaths 
but  now  death,  as  to  them,  is  fw  allowed  up  in  vic- 
tory. In  every  fenfe  in  which  death  ruled  over  them 
they  are  now  completely  delivered, 

I.  They  were  once  dead  in  law.  They  had  re- 
volted from  their  Maker.  They  had  violated  the 
holy  order  of  his  government,  and  flood  expofed  to 
his  righteous  difpleafure,  and  to  the  heavy  penalty 
annexed  to  the  tranfgreffion  of  his  commandments. 
But  mercy  interpofed.  God  fo  loved  them,  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  Son  to  make  an  atonement  for 
their  fins,  and  to  be  their  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
JanBification,  and  redemption  f*  They  received  grace 
to  believe  in  this  Saviour,  and  now  they  are  delivered 
from  condemnation.  They  are  accepted  in  the  Be^ 
ioved.  They  are  confidered  as  one  with  him,  and 
interefted  in  all  that  he  did,  and  in  all  that  he  fuf^ 
fered.  Now  they  are  the  children  of  God,, and  heirs 
of  his  kingdom.  Though  they  were  afar  off,  they  are 
brought  nigh,  admitted  into  a  nearer  relation  than  the 
holy  angels  to  him  who  fitteth  upon  the  throne.  For 
he  took  upon  him,  and  ftill  is  pleafed  to  wear,  not 
the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  hutnan  nature.  Their 
former  guilt  is  cancelled,  blotted  out,  and  fwallowed 
up.  All  their  fins  are  covered,  funk  in  his  precious 
blood  as  in  a  deep  fea,  fo  that  even  if  fought  for^ 
they  can  no  more  be  found.  That  they  have  finned 
will  always  be  a  truth  ;  and  probably  they  will  never 
3ofe  a  confcioufnels  of  what  they  were  by  nature  and 
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firadice  while  in  this  world.  But  this,  fo  far  from 
abating  their  joy>  will  heighten  th^ir  gratitude  and 
praife  to  him  who  loved  therriy  and  wa/bed  them  from 
their  Jins  in  his  own  blood  *.  Their  happinefs  princi« 
pally  confifts  in  a  perception  of  his  love  to  them,  and 
in; their  returns  of  grateful  love  to  him.  And  they 
love  him  muchy  becaufe,  for  his  fake,  much  has  been 
forgiven  them  f . 

n.  Once  they  were  dead  in  Jin.  They  were  defti- 
tut^  of  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God.  They  were 
fooiybi  deceived^  and  di/obedient^  enjlavcd  to  divers' 
lufts  %i  to  inordinate,  fenfual)  unfatisfying  pleafures. 
They  lived  in  malice  and  envy,  they  ivere  hateful^  and 
they  hated  one  another.  In  a  word,  they  were  dead 
while  they  lived  %  \  But  by  the  power  of  grace  they 
were  awakened  and  raifed  from  this  death,  and  made 
partakers  of  a  new,  a  fpiritual,  and  divine  life?.  Yet 
the  principle  of  (in  and  dr ath  ftill  remained  in  them  \ 
and  their  life  upon  earth,  though  a  life  of  faith  in  the 
St>n  of  God,  was  a  ftate  of  continual  warfare.  They 
had  many  a  confii£l,  and  were  often  greatly  diftreflbd^ 
They  Jowe'd  in  tears^  to  the  end  of  their  pilgrimage^ 
biH  now  they  reap  in  joy  J.  This  death  is  alfo  fwaU 
lowed  up  in  viSlory*  They  are  now  entirely  and  for 
ever  freed  from  every  clog,  defefi,  and  defilement. 
By  beholding  their  Lord  as  he  is,  in  all  his  glory  and 
love,  without  any  interpofing  veil  or  cloud,  they  are 
made  like  him,  and  to  the  utmoft  meafure  of  their 
capacity  conformed!  to  his  image.  Now  they  are  ab- 
foliitely  fpotlefs  and  impeccable  j  for  though  mutabi* 
lity  feenis  no  lefs  effential  to  a  creature  than  depend- 
ence, yet  they  cannot  change,  becaufe  their  Lord  is 
unchangeable,  for  their  life  is  hidden  with  Chrift  in 
God  **.  They  cannot  fall  from  their  holincfs  or  hap- 
pinefs, becaufe  he  has  engaged  to  uphold  and  main* 
taii^  them  by  his  almighty  power. 

'  in.  One 

*  Rev.  i.  5.  t  Lake  vii.  47.  %  Titut  iii.  3. 

I  1  Tim.  V.  6.  $  Pfal.  czzvi.  5,  ••  Col.  ui.  3, 
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ifanny  and  power  of  &aton.     for  a  lime  he  ruled   ia 
their  hearts,  as  in  his  own  ftrong  hold  ;.  and  while 
they  were  blinded  by  his  influence  they  were  little* 
afie£led  with  their  bondage,   l^d  as  his  fervice  ^A  as, 
they  did  not  often  complin  of  if.    They  were  led  bj^ 
hiin  according  to  his  will  foe  the  moft  part  without 
xefiftancey  or,  if  they  attempted  to  refift,  they  found- 
it  was  in  vain.    Put  in  his  own  hour  their  Lord,  who* 
had  bought  them,  difpofiefed  their  ftrong  enemy^ 
and  claimed  their  hearts  for  himfclf.     Yet  after  they 
were  thus  fet  free  from  his  ruling  power^  this  adver'- 
fary  was  always  plotting  and  fighting  againft.  them* 
How  much  have  fome  of  them  fuflTered  from  his  fub- 
tlie  wiles  and  his  fiery  darts !  from  his  rage  as  a  roar- 
ing lion,  from  his  cunning  as  a  ferpent  lying  in  their 
path,  and  from  his  attempts  to  deceive  them  undec. 
the  femblancc  of  «i  angel  of  light  * !     But  now  they 
are  placed  out  of  his  reach.     Death  and  Satan  are 
fwallowed  up.     The  viftory  is  complete.     The  wic- 
ked one  Qiall  never  have  accefs  to  touch  or  diftuirh- 
them  any  more^  Now  he  is*  fhut  up  in  his  own  place,, 
and  the  door  fealed,  no  mdre  to  open.     WhUe  he 
was  permitted  to  vex  and  worry  them,  he  afited.  under , 
a  limited  commiiDon  which  he  could  not  exceed  ;  all- 
was  dircflfed  and  over-ruled  by  the  wifdom  and  love^ 
of  their  Lord  for  theur  advantage^    Such  exercifes- 
were  neceffary,  then,^  to  difcover  to  them  more  of  the. 
weaknefs  and  vilenefs  of  their  own  hearts,,  to  make? 
them  niore  fenfible  of  their  dependence  upon  their- 
Saviour,  and*  to  afford  them  affefting  proofs  of  hia. 
power  and  care  engagtd  in  their  behalf*.    But  they 
are  neceffary  no  longer.     Their  warfare  is  finifhed.. 
They  are  now  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from. troubling,, 
and  where  the  weary  are  at  reft  f . 

rV.  While   they  were   in    the  world,    they  had' 
%.  Ihare^,  many  of  them  a  very  large  ihare,^  of  the- 
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m)oes    and.  fi^erings    incident    to.  this    mortal  Jlate^  r 
which)  as  they  are  the  fruits  and  efie£ls  of  fin^  and 
greasy  contribute  to  fhorten  the  life  of  man,  an(f' 
haften  his  return  to  dufti  are,  as  \  formerly  obferved,. 
properly  included  in  the  comprehenfive  meaning  o£- 
riie   original  fentence,   Death.     They  belong   to  its 
tr^in,  and  are  harbingers  of  its  approach.     Nione  o£ 
die  race  of  Adam  are  exempted  from,  thefe  y   but 
efpecially  the  fervants  of  God  have  no  exemption. 
Thdr  gracious  Lord»  who  frees  them  from  condem- 
nation,  andgivea them^ peace  in  hintfelfj.. affures  them, 
that  in  this  world  they  fliail  have  tribulation  *.     Ttis 
13  fo  infeparable  from  their  calling,  that  it  is  men«* 
tioned  as  one  fpecial  marlt  of  their  adoption  and  fon- 
fhip  f .     If  the  profperity  of  the  wicked  fometimeai 
continues  for  a  feafon  without  interruption,  their  day- 
is  coming  %  \  but  the  righteous  may  expe£t  chaftife* 
ment  and  difcipline  daily.     Thus  their  graces  are  de- 
fined, ftrengthened,  and  difglayed,  to  the  praife  of 
their  heavenly  Father<.     There  is-  no  promife  in  the 
Bible  that  fecures  the  moft  eminent  and  exemplary 
believer  from  participating  in  the  heavieft  calamities, 
in  common  with  others,  and  they  have  many  trials 
peculiar   to   themfelves.     Thus,   while  upon  earth, 
they  endure  fiardfhip  for  hfe  fake.     Becaufe  he  chofe 
them  out  of  the  world,  and  they  would  no  longer 
comply  with  its  finful  maxims  and  cuftoms,  the  world: 
hated  them  ![.     Many  of  them  were  the  mark  of  pub- 
lic fcorn  and  malice^  accounted  the  oilscouring  of  all" 
things;  they  were  driven  to  dcferts,  and  mountains, 
and  caves ;  they  fuffered  ftripes,  imprifonment,  and' 
death.     Others  had  trials  of  pains,  ficknefs,  and  po« 
verty,  of  Iharp  Bereaving  difpenfations.    Their  gourds^.  ^ 
withered,  and  the  defire  of  their  eyes  was  taken  away  * 
with  a  ftroke.     They  had  fightings  without^  and  fears* 
within.     So  that  if  their  prefTures  and  troubles  were- 
confidered,  withont  takkig- into  the  aceotmt  their  in* 

waidi 
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ward  fupportS)  and  the  confolation  they  derived  from 
their  hopes  beyond  the  grave,  they  might  be  deemed 
cf  all  nun  the  mo/l  miferable*.  But  they  were  f up- 
ported  under  thefe  exercifes,  brought  fately  through 
them,  and  now  their  forrows  are  fwallowed  up  in 
viflory.  Now  the  days  of  their  mourning  are  ended,\. 
They  now  confefs,  that  their  longeft  affli£fcions  were 
momentary,  and  their  heavieft  burdens  were  light,  in 
comparifon  of  that  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory  %  which  they  have  entered  upon. 
Sorrow  and  figlfing  have  taken  their  everlafting  flight| 
and  joy  and  gladnefs  have  come  forth  to  meet  themj 
and  to  dwell  with  thena  for  ever  (J. 

V-  In  their  colleflive  capacity,  the  feeds  of  Jin  often 
produced  bitter  fruits.  Through  remaining  ignorance 
and  prejudice,  they  often  miftook  and  mifunderllood 
on©  another.  They  loft  much  good  which  they  might 
otherwifc  have  jenjoyed,  and  brought  upon  thcmfelvcs 
many  evils,  through  their  intemperate  heats  and 
unfan£kified  zeal,  which  divided  them  into  little  par- 
ties and  feparate  interefts.  The  children  of  the  fame 
family,  the  members  of  the  fame  body,  w  ere  too 
often  at  variance,  or  at  leaft  cold  and  diflant  in  their 
regards  to  each  other.  Yea,  Satan  could  foment 
difcord  and  jealoufies  among  thofe  who  lived  in  the 
fame  houfe,  or  met  at  the  fame  table  of  the  Lord. 
But  now  grace  has  triumphed  over  every  evil  5  fin 
and  death  are  .fwallowed  up  in  vidlory.  Now  all  is 
harmony,  love,  and  joy.  They  have  one  heart  and 
one  fong,  which  will  never  more  be  blemiihed  by  the 
harlhnefs  of  a  fingle  difcordant  note. 

May  this  profpe£t  animate  our  hopes,  and  awar 
ken,  in  thofe  who  have  hitherto  been  afar  off,  a  de« 
fire  of  fharing  in  the  happinefs  of  the  redeemed! 
Awful  will  be  the  contraft  to  thofe  who  have  had  their 
portion  ia  this  world  I   Is  it  needful  to  t  addrefs  any 

in 
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in  this  auditory,  in  the  language  which  our  Lord 
ufed  to  his  impenitent  hearers  ?  Wo  unto  you  that 
mre  rich ;  for  you  ha'ue  received  your  con/hlaiiom  W$ 
unto^ou  that  are  full ;  for  ye  fball  hunger.  Wo  unt$ 
you  that  laugh  now ;  for  ye  /ball  mourn  and  p/eep  *  / 
When  the  rich  man,  who  had  lived  in  honour  and 
affluence  here,  was  torn  from-  all  that  he  loved,  and 
lifted  up  his  eyes  in  tormjent  \  the  remembrance  of 
his  former  (late,  that  he  once  had  hit  good  things  f, 
but  that  they  were  gone>  for  ever  gone,  could  only 
be  a  keen  aggravation  of  his  mifery.  Dreadful  will 
be  the  condition  of  all  who  die  in  their  fins ;  but 
the  cafe  of  thofe  who  are  now  frequently  envied  by 
the  ignorant,  in. the  view  of  a  mind  enlightened  by 
the  truth,  muft  appear  doubly  and  peculiarly  piti- 
able. They  have  the  moft  to  lofc,  they  have  the 
mod  to  ^count  for.  Alas,^  how  terrible,  how  fud- 
den  the  change  !  From  a  (late  of  honour  and  influ* 
ence  amongft  men,  to  fall  in  a  momeHl  under  the 
contempt  and  difpleafure  of  the  holy  God — to  pafsy 
from  a  crowd  of  dependents  and  flatterers,  to  the 
company  of  Satan  and  his  angels;  froni  grandeur 
and  opulence,  to  a  (late  of  utter  darknefs  and  hor« 
ror,  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  cannot 
be  quenched  %.  Thefe  are  fenfible  images,  it  is  true ; 
the  things  of  the  unfeen  world  cannot  be  defcribed 
to  us  as  they  are  in  themfelves  \  but  we  may  be  cer- 
tain that  the  defcription  fails  unfpeakably  (hort  of  the 
reality.  The  malicious  infults  of  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs, the  mutual  recrijninations  of  thofe  who,  ha- 
ying been  conneded  in  fin  here,  will  be  fome  way 
connefted  in  mifery  hereafter  j| — remorfe,  rage,  de- 
fpair,  a  total  and  final  exclufion  from  God  the  foun- 
tain of  happinefs,  with  an  abiding  fenfe  of  his  indig- 
nation : — ^this  complicated  mifery  cannot  be  exprefl'- 
ed  in  the  language  of  mortals — ^like  the  joy  of  the 

bkfTcd, 
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blefled,  it  is  more  than  eye  hath  feen,  or  ear  hath 
heard,  or  can  poffibly  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
conceive  *.     Add  the  ideas  of  unchangeable  and  eter^ 
nal  to  the  reft,  that  it  will  be  a  mifery  admitting  of 
no  intermiflioni  abatement,  or  end  ;  and  then  feri- 
Ottfly  confider,  what  can  it  profit  a  man  ffK>uld  he 
gain  the  whole  world,  if  at  laft  he  {hould  thus  lofe 
his  foul  f  i    No  longer  make  a  mock  at  fin< ;'  it  is  not 
a  fmall  evil ;  it  is  a  great  evil  in  itfelf,  and,  unlefs^ 
pardoned  and  forfaken,  will  be  produftivc  of  treateni- 
dous  confequences.     No  longer  make  light  of  the 
gofpel  \  it  points  out  to  you  the  only  poflible  method 
of  efcaping  the  damnation  of  heU.     To  refufe  it, 
18  to  rufli  upon  remedikfs  deftru^^ion.     No  longer 
truft  in  uncertain  riches  \  if  you  pofiefs  them,  I  need 
not  tell  you  they  do  not  make  you  happy  at  prefeotj. 
much  leia  will  they  comfort  you  in  the  hour  of  death,^ 
or  profit  you  in  the  day  of  wrath  :^»    Wafte  not  ypur 
tiiae  and  taleA  (which  muft  be  accounted  for)  in 
the  purfuit  jof  fenfual  pleafure ;  in  the  end  it  wilt 
bi^e  like  a  ferpent.     For  all  thefe  things  God  wil}  af- 
furedly.  bring  you  into  judgment,  unlefs  in  this  day 
of  grace  you  humble  yourfelves  to  implore  that  mer- 
cy which  is  ftill  propofed  to  you,  if  you  wiH  feek  it 
fii>cerely  and  wkh  your  whole  heart  \  and  which  I 
once  more  intreat,  'charge,  and  adjure  you  to  feek,  by 
the  great  name  of  Messiah,  the  Saviour,  by  bis  ago- 
nies and  bloody  fweat,  by  his  crofs  and  palfion,  by 
bis  precious  death,  and  by  the  confidcration  of  his. 
future  glorious  appearance,,  to  fubdue  all  things  to 
bimfelf. 

*  I  Cdf.  ii.  9.«  f  Matt.  ivi«  a6.         ,   |  Frov.  zi.  4. 
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Triumph  over  Death  and  the  Grave.. 

I  Cor.  XV.  55,  56,  57. 

0  deafh,  «where  is  thy^ing  ?  0  grave^  where  h  tfy  viSory  ? 
The  fiing  of  death  is  Jin;  and  the  Jlrength  of  Jin  is  the 
Iwrn*  But  thanks  b&to  Godf  which  givetb  us  the  vi&oryt. 
through  our  Lord  ^efus  Chrifi^ 

THE  Chriftlan  foldier  may,  with  the  greatefl;  pro- 
priety, be  faid  to  luar  a  good  nvarfart^.  He  is 
engaged  in  a  good  caufe  *,  he,  fights  under  the  eye  of  the 
Captain  of  his  falvation.  Though  he  be  weak  in  him* 
felf^  and  though  his  enemies  are  many  and  mighty, 
he  may  do  that  which  in  other  foldiers  would  be  pre- 
fomption,  and  has  often  been  the  caufe  of  a  defeat ; 
he  may  triumph  while  he  is  in  the  heat  of  battle,  and 
afTu^e  himfclf  of  vidory  before  the  conflij^  is  ac-^ 
tually  decided  \  for  the  Lord,  hi«  great  Commander, 
fights-  fox  him,  goes  before  him,  and  treads  his  ene» 
mies  under  his  feet.  Such  a  perfuafion,  when  fo-^ 
Ifdly  grounded  upon  the  pronufes  and  engagement  of 
ak  faithful  unchangeable  God,  is  fufEcient,  it  (hould 
feem,.  to  make  a  coward  bold.  True  Chriftians  are 
not  cowards  V  yet,  when  they  compare  themfeives 
with  their  adveriJaries,  they  fee  much  reafon  for  fear 
amd  fufpicion  on  their  own  parts ;  but  when  they 
look  to  their  Saviour,  chey  are  enlightened^  -itrength- 
ened,  and  comforted.  They  confider  who  he  is, 
what  he  has  done ;  that  the  battle  is  not  fo  much 
theirs  as  his;  that  he  is  their  ftrength  and  their 
fiueld,  and  that  his^  honour  is  c(Hicerned  in  the  event 

q£ 
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of  the  war.  Thus  out  of  weaknefs  they  are  made 
{trong ;  and  however  preiTed  and  oppofed,  they  can 
fay,  Nay^  in  ail  thefe  things  we  ate  more  than  eon^^ 
querors^  through  him  that  loved  us  *  J  The  whole 
power  of  the  oppofition  againft  them  is  fummed  up 
in  the  words  ^  and  death :  but  thefe  enemies  are 
already  weakened  and  difarmed.  It  is  fin  that  fur- 
niihed  death  with  his  fting ;  a  fting  (harpened  and 
ftrengthened  by  the  law.  But  Jefus,  by  his  obedience 
unto  death,  has  made  an  end  of  fin,  and  has  fo  ful- 
filled and  fatisfied  the  law  on  their  behalf,  that  death 
i$  deprived  of  its  fting,  and  can  no  longer  hurt  them. 
They  may  therefore  meet  it  with  confidence,  and 
fay,  Blejfed  be  God  who  giveth  us  the  vi3ory  through  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl. 

.  We  have  here  two  unfpeakably  difiterent  views  to 
take  of  the  fame  fubjedi.  Death  armed  nmth  its  fir'^ 
midaMe  Jlingi  znd  death  rendered  harmlefs,  and  ita 
afpe£i  foftened,  by  the  removal  tftbe^ing. 

I.  The  firft  is  a  very  awful  fubjeft.  I  intreat  your 
attention.  I  am  not  now  about  to  fpeak  upon  a 
jioiiit  of  fpeculation.  It  is  a  perfonaU  a  home  con^ 
cera  to  us  alL  For  we  mud  all  die.  But  (hould  any 
of  you  feel,  not  only  the  ftroke,  but  the  fting  of 
death  when  you  leave  this  world,  it  were  better  for 
yx>u  that  you  had  never  been  born. 

The  love  of  life,  and  confequently  a  reiuAance  to 
that  difiblution  of  the  intimate  union  between  foul 
and  body,  which  we  call  death,  feems  natural  to 
man.  But,  if  there  was  no  hereafter,  no  ftate  of. 
judgment  and  retribution  to  be  expe£led;  if  there, 
was  no  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  no  foreboding  of  con- 
fequences  upon  the  mind;  if  we  only  confideted 
death  as  .inevitable,  and  had  no  apprehenfions  be« 
yond  it ;  death  would  be  diverted  of  its  principal  ter- 
rors. We  fee  that  when  confcience  is  ftupified,  or 
when  the  mind  is  poifoned  with  bfidelity,  many  peo- 
ple, 

•  Rom.  viii   37, 
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pie,  notwithftanding  the  natural  love  of  life^  are  i% 
difgufted  vkh  its  dtfappointmentSi  that  a  fit  of  im« 
patiencey  or  the  dreM  of  contempt,  often  prevail  on 
them  to  rufh  upon  death  by  an  ad;  of  their  own  will; 
or  to  hazard  it  in  a  duel,  rather  than  be  fufpe^ed  of 
wantiiig  what  they  account  fpirit.  .But  death  has  a 
fting,  though  they  perceive  it  not  till  they  feel  it,  till 
they  are  ftungby  it  paft  recovery. 

But  ufually,  and  where  the  heart  is  not  quite  har- 
dened, men  are  unwilling  and  afraid  to  die.  They 
have  fome  apprehenfion  of  the  fting.  Death  catn 
fting  at  a  diftance.  How  often  and  how  greatly 
does  the  fear  of  death  poifon  and  embitter  ail  the 
c^tnforts  of  life,  even  in  the  time  of  health !  Per- 
haps focne  of  you  well  know  this  to  be  true.  But 
in  health  .people  can  in  fome  meafure  run  away  from 
themfelves,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak.  They  fly  to  bttfineft^ 
company,  and  amufements,  to  hide  themfelves  from 
their  own  reflections.  1  heir  fears  are  tranfient,  oc- 
caGonal,  and  partial;  they  would  tremble  indeed^ 
if  they  knew  ail ;  or  if  they  were  ftedfaftly  and  de- 
liberately to  contemplate  what  they  do  know.  How 
fin  is  the  fting  of  death,  is  beft  difcovered  when 
confcience  is  alarmed  in  a  time  of  ficknefs ;  when 
the  things  of  the  world  can  no  longer  amufe,  and 
death  is  approaching  with  faafty  ftrides.  Thefe 
fcenes  arc  moftly  kept  fecret;  and  very  often,  they 
are  not  underftood  by  thofe  who  are-  fpe'flators  of 
them.  Perhaps  the  unhappy  terrified  finner  is  con- 
fidered  as  delirious,  becaufe  the  fting  of  death  in 
his  confcience  extorts  from  him  fuch  confeflions  ahd 
complaints  as  he  never  made  before.  What  was 
once  flighted  as  a  fable,  is  now  feen  and  felt  as  a  re- 
ality. Such  cafes,  I  am  afraid,  are  more  frequent 
than  we  are  in  general  aware  of.  Biit  they  are  fup- 
preflfed,  afcribed  to  the  violence  of  the  fever,  and  for- 
gotten as  foon  as  poiQible.  Tet  they  do  fometimes 
tranfpire.    I  believe  there  is  no  reafon  td  doubt  the 

truth 
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truth  of  what  we  have  heard,  of  one,  who  in  the 
horrors  of  defpair  vainly  offered  his  phyficians  many 
thpufand  pounds,  to  prolong  his  life  but  a  fingle  day. 
The  relation  is  in  print,  of  another,  who,  pointing  to 
the  fire  in  his  chamber,  faid.  If  he  were  only  to  lie 
twenty  thoufand  years  in  fiich  a  fire,  he  Should  efteem 
it  a  mercy  compared  with  what  he  felt,  and  with 
what  he  law  awaiting  him.  It  is  not  always  thus. 
Many  perfons  die  infenfible  as  they  lived,  and.  can 
perhaps,  trifie  and  jeft  io  their  laft  moments.  But 
the  fcripture  aflures  us,  that  when  ijiey  who  die  in 
their  fins  breathe  their  lad  in  this  world,  they  open 
their  eyes  in  the  other  world  in  torments.  For  the 
fting  of  death,  the  defert  of  fin,  unlefs  timely  remo-* 
^ed  by  faith  in  Jefus,  will  fill  the  foul  with  anguiih 
for  ever.  It  derives  a  ftrength,  an  efficacy,  and  a 
continuance  from  the  law. 

This  law,  which  gives  ftrength  to  fin  and  iharpens 
the  fting  of  death,  is  the  law  of  our  creation,  as  con* 
Hedged  with  the  penalty  which  God  has  annexed  to 
the  breach  of  it.  Our  relation  to  God,  as  we  are  his 
creatures,  requires  us,  according  to  the  very  nature 
of  things,  fupremely  to  love,  ferve,  truft,  ind  obey 
him,  who  made  us,  and  iri.whom  nve  live,  at$d  breathe^ 
4ind  have  our  being  *.  wAjad  our  revolting  from  him,  and 
living  to  ourfelves  in  oppofition  to  his  will,  i^  fuch 
an  afiront  to  his  wifdom,  power,  authority,  and 
goodnefs,  as  muft  neceiTarily  involve  mifery  in  the 
very  idea  of  it,  if  his  perfe£tions,  the  capacity  of  our 
fouls,  and  our  abiblute  dependence  upon  him^  be  at- 
tended to.  And  they  muft  be.  attended  to  fooner  or 
later.  Though  he  keep  long  filence,  and  the  finner 
prefumes  upon  his  patience,  and  thinks  him  fuch  a  one 
as  himfelfy  he  will  at  length  reprove  him  f  ,  and  fet  his 
fins  in  order  before  him,  in  contraft  wit}\  the  de- 
mands of  his  law.    The  nature^  authority,  extent^ 

and 
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and  fan£lion  of  this  law^  all  combine  to  give  efficacy 
to  the  (ting  of  death.  , 

I.  The  law,  to  which  our  tampers  and  condu^l 
ought  to  be  conformed,  is  not  an  arbitrary  appoint' 
went ;  but  neceiTarily  refults  from  our  (late  as  crea** 
tares,  and  the  capacities  and  powers  we  have  recei- 
ved from  our  Creator:     It  is  therefore  holy,  ^ifc, 
and   good  \  indifpenfable,   and  unchangeable.      To 
love  God  with  all  our  heart  and  ftrength,  to  depend 
upon  him,  to  conform  to  every  intimation  of  his  will, 
was  the  duty  of  man  from  tht:  firft  moment  of  his 
€xiftence ;  was  the  law  of  his  nature,  written  origi- 
nally in  his  heart.     The  republication  of  it,  ^s  it 
ftands  in  the  Bible,   by  precepts  and  prohibitions^ 
would  not 'have  been  ncceflfary  had  he  continued 
in  that  date  of   rcftitude  in  which    hi  was  crea- 
ted*    It  became  necefiary  after  his  fall,  to  reftrain 
him  from  evil  and  to  convince  him  of  (in  ;  but  could 
not  properly  increafe  his  primitive  obligation  to  obe- 
dience. 

2.  We  aire  bound  to  the  obfervance  of  this  law  by 
the  higheft  authority*     It  is  the  law  of' God,  our  Ma- 
ker, Preferver,  and  B)enefa£lor,  who  has  every  con- 
ceivable right  to  govern  us.     His  eye  is  always  upon 
tis,  and  we  are  furrounded  by  his  power,  fo  that  we 
can  neither  avoid  his  notice  nor  efcape  his  hand. 
Men  are  ufuaJly  tenacious  of  their  authority ;  they 
feldom  allow  their  dependants  to  difpute  or  difobey 
their  commands  with  impunity.     It  is  expe6ted  that 
a  fon  (hould  honour  his  father,  and  a  fervant  his 
'     matter*.    And  when  men  have  power  to  execufe  the 
diftates  of  their  pride,  they  frequently  puni(h  difo- 
bedience  with  death.     But  howv  will  thefe  haughty 
wormB,  who  trample  upon  their  fellow-worms,  and 
think  they  have  a  right  to  the  mod  implicit  obedience 
from  their  inferiors ;  iraw  will  they  tremble  when 
they  (hall  appear  before  Cod,  who  is  no  refpefter  of 

per  fon  S| 
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perfons,  to  anfwer  for  their  contempt  of  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Sovereign  Lawgiver,  who,  alone,  is  able  to 
(avc  or  to  dellroy  ?  That  we  ought  to  obey  God  rather 
than  man  *,  will,  perhaps^  be  allowed  as  a  fpecula- 
tive  truth  \  but  whoever  will  uniformly  make  it  the 
rule,  of  his  practice,  mu(l  expeA  upon  many  occa* 
fions  to  be  deemed  a  fool  or  a  madman  by  the  world 
around  him.  But  foveieignty,  majefty,  authority^ 
and  power,  belong  to  God.  He  is  the  Governor  of 
the  univerfe,  and  his  throne  is  eftablifhed  in  righ- 
teoufnefs.  He  is  long-fuiFering,  and  waits  to  be  gra* 
cious,  but  he  will  not  forego  his  right.  Sin  is  the 
fting  of  death  indeed,  when  the  authority  of  him 
againft  whom  it  was  committed  is  perceived  by  the 
.confciencc. 

3.  The  extent  of  the  law  adds  to  the  ftrength  by 
which  fin  a£ls  as  the  (ling  of  death.     Human  laws 
can  only  take  cognifance  of  words  and  af^ions.     But 
the  law  of  God  reaches  to  the  thoughts  and  inward 
recefles  of  the  heart.    It  condemns  what  is  mod  fpe- 
cious  and  mod  approved  amongft  men,  if  not  pro- 
ceeding from  a  right  intention,  and  direfied  to  the 
right  end,  which  can  be  no  other  than  the  will  and 
glory  of  him  who  made  us.     It  condemns  the  finner 
not  only  for  the  evil  which  he  has  a£lually  commit- 
ted, but  for  every  finful  purpofe  formed  in  his  hearty 
and  which  was  only  rendered  abortive  for  want   of 
opportunity  f.    It  likewife  takes  exacl  notice  of  every  . 
aggravation  of  fin,  arifing  from  circumftances,  from 
the  abufe  of  fuperior  light  and  advantages,  and  from 
the  long  train  of  confequences,  increafing  in  propor- 
tion to  the  influence  which  the  rank,  wealth,  or  ex- 
tenfive  connections  of  the  offender  give  to  his  ex- 
ample. 

4.  Thc/an^ion  of  the  law,  which  thus  ftrengthens 
the  malignity  of  fin,  is  the  vtvy  pointy  if  I  may  fo 
exprefs  myfclf,  of  At  ^ing  of  death*     This  is  the 

difpleafure 

•  AAsv..29«  t  Matt.v  28» 


Ser.  44*  andtbp  Gravf.  I#3 

difpleafure  of  the  Almighty.    His  holy,  inflexible  love 
of  order  will  exclude  thofe  who  violate  it  from  his 
favour.    They  muft  be  miferable^  unlefs  they  are  re- 
concile'd  and  renewed  by  the  grace  of  the  goTpeL 
^They  mud  be  feparated  from  him,  and  they  cannot 
be  happy  without  him.     They  are  not  fo  even  inthis' 
world,  which  they  love.     How  miferable  then  mu(t 
they  be,   when,   torn  from  all  their  attachments^ 
pleafures,  and  pofleflions,  having  no  longer  any  thing 
to  divert  them  from  a  fixed  attention  to  their  true 
ilate,  they  fhall  be  made  keenly  fenfible  of  what  is 
implied  in  that  fcntence.  Depart  from  me^  ye  occur* 
fedf  into  devouring  fire.     We  cannot  now  conceive 
what  it  will  be  to  lofe  the  only  good  which  can  fa- 
tisfy  a  foul :  To  be  Chut  out  from  God,  whofe  favour 
18  life,  and  in  whofe  prefence  there  is  falnefs  of  joy, 
and  to  be  (hut  up  where  neither  peace  nor  hope  caa 
enter.    The  images  of  fire  unquenchable,  and  a  ae- 
ver-dying  worm,  are  but  faint  emblems  of  that  dcp* 
fpair  and  remorfe  which  will  fling  the  finful  foul  in 
a  future  flat e.    This  is  the  fecond  death :  this  is  eter« 
nal  de^th  \  for  the  wicked,  and  all  they  who  forget 
<jk»d,  when  thruft  into  hell,  will  for  ever  defire  to 
die,  and  death  will  for  ever  flee  from  them  ♦. 

f  I.  Let  us  turn  our  thoughts  to  a  mere  pleafing 
them,  and  attempt  to  take  a  view  of  death  as  fo& 
tened  into  a  privilege  by  him  who  has  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light.  J^fus  died.  His  de^ 
was  penal ;  he  died  for  fin,  though  not  for  his  own, 
and  therefore  fuffered  the  penalty  due  to  fin,  the 
curfe  of  the  broken  law.  ,  The  torment  and  fiiame  o£ 
his  crucifixion  were  preceded  and  accompanied  ^j 
unknown  agonies  and  confli£is,  which  caufed  hipi 
to  fweat  blc^,  and  to  utter  ftrong  cries  and  groans. 
Death  ftung' him  to  the  hearty  but  (as  it  is  faid  of 
the  enraged  bee)  he  loft  h&  fling.  The  law  having 
Jbeen  honoured,  and  fin  expia|ed|  i>y  the  obedience  ! 
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and  fuflPerings  of  the  Son  of  God  for  us,  and  in  our 
nature,  death  has  no  longer  power  to  fting  thofe  who 
believe  in  him.  They  do  not  properly  die^  they  fail 
ajleep  *  in  Jefus.  .  To  them  this  laft  enemy  a£ls  a 
friendly  part.  He  is  fent  to  put  an  end  to  all  their 
forrows,  and  to  introduce  them  into  a  ftate  of  endlefs 
life  and  joy. 

t^  Dying  believers  can  fing  this  fong  before  their 
^epalfturc  out  of  the  world.  We  expeft  it,  when  we 
are  called  to  attend  them  in  their  lad  hours ;  and  if 
their  illnefs  leaves  them  in  poiTeffion  of  their  faculties 
and  fpeech,  we  ate  feldom  dtiappointed.  Yet  I  be- 
lieve a  full  knowledge  of  this  fubjedl:  cannot  be  col* 
lefted  from  what  we  obferve  of  others,  or  hear  from 
them,  when  they  arc  near  death.  We  muft  be  in 
fimilar  circumftances  ourfelves,  before  we  can  fee  as 
theyfeey  or  pofTefs  the  ideas  which  they  .endeavour  to 
dclcribe,  and  which  feem  too  great  for  the  langtiage 
of  mortals  to  convey. 

We  know,  by  the  evidence  of  undeniable  teftimo* 
riy,  that  rtiany  faithful  fervants  of  God,  when  called 
to  fuffer  for  his  fake,  have  not  only  be€n  fupported, 
but  comforted,  and  enabled  to  rejoice,  under  the  fe*- 
v  ere  ft  tortures^  and  even  in  the  midft  x>f  the  flames* 
We  fiippofe,  I  think  with  reafon,  that  fuch  commu- 
nications of  light  and  power  as  raife  a  perfon,  in  fuch 
fituations,  above  the  ordinary  feelings  of  humanity^ 
muft,  either  in  kind  or  degree,  be  fuperior  to  what 
is  ufually  enjoyed  by  Chriftians  in  the  fmoother  walks 
of  profperity  and  outward  peace.  God,  who  is  all- 
fufficient,  and  always  near,  has  promifed  to  give  his 
people  ftrength  according  to  th^ir  day,  and  in  the 
time  of  trouble  they  are  not  difappointed.  A  mea* 
fure  of  the  like  extraordinary  difcoveries  and  fupports 
is  often  vouchfafed  to  dying  believers,  and  thus  the 
gloom,  which  might  otherwifc  hang  over  their  dying 
hoursj  is  difpelled ;  and  while  they  contemplate  the 
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approach  of  death,  a  new  worid  opens  upon  ihcm. 
Even  while  they  arc  yet  upon  earth,  they  (land  upon 
the  direfliold  of  heaven.  It  feems,  in  many  cafes,  as 
if  the  weaknefs  of  the  bodily  frame  gave  occafion  to 
the  awakening  of  fome  faculty,  till  then  dormant,  in 
the  foul,  by  which  invifibles  are  not  only  believed,  but 
feen,  and  unutterables  are  heard  and  undetltood. 

iThe  fouPs  dark  cottage,  tattered  an  J  decay*  J, 

Lets  in  henv  light  through  cbinis.-^--—^  "  * 

In  fiances  are  frequent  of  thofe  who  are  thus  bit  IT- 
ed  when  they  die  in  the  Lord  ;  and  it  does  not  ap« 
pear  that  old  age,  or  great  knowledge,  or  long  expe*     ^ 
rience,  give  any  confidefable  advantage  in .  a  dying  ' 

hour ;  for  when  the  heart  is  truly  humbled  for  fin, 
and  the  hope  folidly  fixed  upon  the  Saviour,  pcrfons 
of  weak  capacities  and  fmall  attainmentSi  yea,  novi- 
ces and  children,  are .  enabled  to  meet  death  with 
equal  fortitude  and  triumph.  And  often  the  prefent 
comforts  they  feel,  and  their  lively  expedbations  of 
approaching  glory,  infpire  them  with  a  dignity  of 
fentiment  and  expreffion  fat  beyond  what  could  be 
eicpe£led  from  them ;  and  perhaps  their  deportment 
upon  the  whole  is  no  lefs  animating  and  encouraging,  - 
than  that  of  the  mod  eftabliftied  and  bed  informed 
believers.  Thus,  ot/t  of  the  fnouth^ '  of  babes  and 
fu.i lings  the  Lord  ordains  fitetrgth^  and  perfeSfs  hit 
ppaife  *.  In  a  few  hotirs.  Under  the  influence  of  his 
immediate  leaching,  thty  often  learn  more  of  the 
certainty  and  importance  of  divine  things  than  can 
be  derived  from  the  ordinary  methods  of  in(lru<flion 
in  the  courfc  of  many  years.  In  the  midft  of  agonies 
and  outward  diilrefs,  we  hear  them  with  admiration 
declare  that  they  are  truly  happy,  and  that  they  never 
I  knew  pleafure  in  their  happieft  days  of  health  equal 
[  to  what  they  enjoy  when  flefli  and  heart  are  fainting. 
f  F^  death  has  loft  its  fting  as  to  them,  and  while  thef 
i  ■  I  2  arc 
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are  able  to  fpeaki  they  continue  afcrlbing  praife  to 
him,  Hvko  has  given  them  the  viBory^  t trough,  our 
Lcrd  Jefus  Christ.  Every  word  in  this  doxology  is 
emphatical. 

iity  Thanh  he  to  God.  This  bleilednefs  is  all  his 
vrork.  The  means  are  of  his  gracious  appointment. 
The  application  is  by  his  gracious  power.  He  gave 
his  Son  for  them,  he  fent  his  gofpcl  to  them.  It  was 
the  agency  of  his  Spirit  that  made  them  a  wUIing 
people.  The  word  of  .promife,  which  is  the  ground 
of  their  hope,  was  of  his  gratuitous  providingj^  and 
it  was  he  who  conftrained  and  enabled  them  to  truft 
m  It  *. 

2di  Who  giveth  us  the  vie! or y.  This  is  viQory  in- 
deed ;  for  it  is  over  the  laft  enemy  ^  and  after  the  laft 
enemy  is  vanquifhed,  there  can  be  no  more  conflitls. 
In  this  fcnfei  believers  are  more  than  conqueror?. 
In  other  wars,  they  who  have  conquered  once  and 
again,  may  have  been  finally  defeated,  or  they  may 
have  died  (like  our  long-lamented  General  Wolfe) 
upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  have  left  the  fruits  of 
their  vidlory  to  be  enjoyed  by  others.  But  the  Chrif- 
tian  foldier,  thoiigh  he  may  occafionally  be  a  lofer  in 
a  (kirmifh,  is  fure  to  conquer  in  the  laft  great  deci- 
ding battle  J  and  when,  to  an  eye  of  fenfc,  he  feems 
to  fall,  he  is  inftantly  tranflated  to  receive  the  plaudit 
of  his  Commander,  and  the  crown  of  life  which  he 
lias  prepared  for  them  that  love  him. 

3^,  This  viiElory  is  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Christ. 
They  gained  it  not  by  their  own  /word,  neither  nuas 
it  their  own  arm  that  faved  themf..  He  died  to  de- 
liver them,  who  would  other  wife,  through  fear  of 
death,  have  been  always  fubjed  to  bondag^.  And 
it  is  he  who  teaches  thelt  hands  to  war,  and  their 
fingers  to  fight,  and  covers  their  heads  in  the  day  of 
battle.  Therefore  they  gladly  fay,  S'ot  unto  «/,  O 
Lord,  not  unto  us^  but  unto  thy  name,  be  the  glory  and 
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the praife*.  And  this  confidcration  enhances  theit 
pleafure  ;  for  becaufe  thiey  love  him  above  all,  they 
rejoice  not  only  in  the  viftory  they  obtain,  but  in 
the  thought  that  they  are  indebted  to  him  for  it.  For 
were  it  poflible  there  could  be  feveral  methods  of 
falvation,  and  they  were  left  to  their  own  choice, 
they  would,  moft  gladly  and  deliberately,  chufv-  that 
method  which  (hould  bring  them  under  the  greateft 
obligations  to  him. 

2.'  This  triumphant  fong  will  be  fung  to  the  high- 
eft  advantage,  when  the  whole  body  of  the  redeeitied 

.  fliali  be  coUeftfed  together  to  (Jng  it  with  one  heart 
smd  voice  at  the  great  refurre^ion-day.    Lot  was  un- 

.  doubtedly  thankful,  when  he  Was  fnatched  from  the 
impending  deftruftion  of  Sodom.  Yet  his  lingering  f 
(hewed,  that  he  had  but  an  imperfedl  fenfe  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  mercy  afforded  him.  His  feelings 
were  probably  ftronget  afterwards,  when  he  ftood  m 
fafety  upon  the  mountain,  and  a£kually  faw  the  fmoke 
tifing,  like  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace^  from,  the  pla^e 
where  he  had  lately  dwelt.  At  preient,  we  have  but 
very  faint  ideas  of  the  mifery  from  which  we  are  d^ 
Uvered,  of  the  happinefs  referved  in  heaven  for  ut^ 
i»  of  the  fufferings  of  the  Redeemer ;  but  if  we  at- 
tain to  the  heavenly  Zion,  and  fee  from  chence  th^ 
fmoke  of  that  bottomlefs  pit,  which  might  juftl|! 
h;ive  been  our  everlafting  abode,  we  fhall  then  more 
fully  underftand  what  we  are  delivered  from,  the 
jncans  of  our  deliverance,  and  the  riches  oftheinherim 
iance  of  the  faints  in  light.  And  then  we  (hall  fing  in 
inore  exalted  ftrains  than  we  can  at  prefent  even  con«i 
ceive  of,  Thanks  be  to  Go4%  'Ufho  hath  given  iu  the 
xi^orfy  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl^ 
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Divine  Support  and  Proteflion. 

RoMi^Ns  viii.  3r. 

iWkatJball  we  fay  then  to  thefe  things  ?']     If  God  it 
Jor  us^  who  can  be  againft  us  ? 

THE  paffions  of  joy  or  grief,  of  admiration  or 
gratitude,  are  moderate,  when  we  are  able  to 
find  words  which  fully  defcribc  their  emotions. 
When  they  rife  very  high,  language ^  is  too  faint  ta 
exprefs  them ;  and  the  perfon  is  either  loft  in  fi- 
knc^,  or  feels  fomething  which,  after  his  tnoft  la* 
boured  efforts,  is  too  big  for  utterance.  We  may 
often  obferve  the  Apoftlc  Paul  under  this  difficulty, 
when  attempting  to  excite  in  others  fuch  fenfations 
as  filled  his  own  heart,  while  contemplating  the  glo* 
ries  and  bleffings  of  the  gofpei.  Little  verbal  cri- 
tics, who  are  not  animated  by  his  fervour,  are  inca- 
pable of  entering  into  the  fpirit  of  bis  writings. 
They  coldly  examine  them  by  the  ftriftnefs  of  gram- 
jDiatlcal  rules,  and  thi«k  themfelves  warranted  to- 
charge  him  with  folecifms,  and  improprieties  of 
fpeech*  For  it  mud  be  alloweii,  that  he  fometimes 
departs  from  the  ufual  forms  of  cxpreffion;  invents 
|iew .  words,  or  at  leaft  compounds  words  for  his 
own  ufe,  and  heaps  one  hyperbole  upon  anothep. 
But  there  is  a  beautiful  energy  in  his  manner  far 
fuperior  to  the  frigid  exaftnefs  ot  grammarians, 
though  the  tafte  of  a  mere  grammarian  is  unable  to 
admire  or  rclifli  it.  When  he  is  ilating  the  advan- 
tage of  being  with  Chrift^  ^s  beyond  any  thing  that 

can 
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can  be  enjoyed  in  the  prefcnt  'life,  he  is  not  content 
U'irh    f3ying,    a^   his  exprcflion  is  rendered   in  our 
•vcrfion,    //  is  far  letter  *.     In  the  Greek,    another 
word  of  comparifon  is  added,  which,  if  our  language 
would  bear  the  literal   iranflation,    would  be,    Far 
more   beiter^    or  Much   more   better.     And  when  be 
would  defcribe  the  low  opinion  he  had  of  himfelf, 
great  as  his  attainments  were  in  our  view,  he  thinks 
it  not  fufficient  to  ftylc  himfelf  The  leaji  of  all  faints^ 
but  lefs  than  the  leaJi-\,     Such  phrafes  do  not  imply 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  rules  of  good  writing, 
but  they  ftrongly  intimate  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  chapter  before  us,  having  taken 
a  rapid  furvey  of  the  work  of  grace,  carried  on  by 
fucceflivc  fteps  in   the  hearts  of  believers,   till  at 
length  confummatcd  in  glory;  in  this  verfe,  inilead 
of  ftudying  for  words  anfwerable  to  his  views,  he 
feems  to  come  to  a  full  ftop,  as  fenfiUe  that  the 
ftrongeft  exprefEons  be  could  ufe  would  be  too  faint. 
He  makes  an  abrupt  tranfition  from  defcribing  ta 
admiring.     He  has  faid  mach»  but  not  enough ;  and 
therefore  fums  up  all  with»  What  {hall  we .  fay  to 
thefe  things  ?   Surely  they  who  can  read,  with  the 
mmoil  coolnefs  and  uidiflFerence>  what  he  could  not 
write'  without  rapture  and  aftoniihrment,  do  not  take 
his  words  in  his  fenfe.     If  the  Apoftlc's  phrafcology 
is  now  become  obfolete,  and  founds  uncouth  in  the 
ears  of  too  many  who  would  be  thought  Chriftians, 
is  there  not  too  much  reafon  to  fear  that  they  arc 
Chriftians  only  in  name  ? 

Though  this  fhort  lively  queftion  is  omitted  in  the 
mufical  compoHtion,  I  am  not  willing  to  leave  it  out. 
It  (lands  well,  as  a  fequcl  to  what  we  have  lately 
confidered.  The  fting  of  death  is  taken  away. 
Death  itfelf  is  fwallowed  ^up  in  victory.  Sinners^ 
who  were  once  burdened  with  guilt  and  expofed  to 
condemnation,   obtain  a  right  to  iing,  Thanks  be  tu 

I  4  Gody 
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Sody  nvho  givith  us  the  viBorj^  through  our  Lord  Je^ 
fus  'Chrift-^  What  /ball  'we  fay  to  theft  things  P 

It  ftands  weil  likewife,  as  introducing  the  follow- 
ing queftion.  If  God  be  for  us  ;  if  his  piomiCes^  his 
power,  his  wifdom,  and  his  love^  be  all  engaged  on 
•ur  behalf,  who  can  be  againft  us  ?  What  fhat/  we, 
QT  can  we,  or  need  ive  fay  more  than  this?  What 
caufe  can  we  have  for  fear,  or  our  enemies  for  tri- 
umph, if  God  be  for  as  ?  ^ 
We  may  confider^ 

L  What  is  implied  in  the  fuppofition  ? 
II.  The  meaning  of  the  inference. 
I.  The  form  6f  the  queftion   is  hypoibeticaL     If 
the  afTumption  be  right,  that  God  is  for  us  ;  the  con« 
clufion,  that  none  can  be  ef{e£bually  againft  us,  is 
infallibly  fure.     Many^ferious   perfons   will    allow^ 
that  if  God  be  indeed  for  tliem,  all  muft,  and  will 
be  well  in  the  end.    But  they  hefitate  at  the  if^  and 
are   ready  to  afk.    How  fhall  I  know  that  God  is' 
for  me  ?  I  would  ofF^r   you   a  few  confiderationa 
toij^ards  the  determining  of  this^  point,  in  the  firft 
place. 

Sin  has  made  an  awful  breach  and  reparation  hc-^ 
twecn  God  and  mankind.  They  are  alienated  in  their 
minds  from  hinty  2LnAhei%  juftly  difpleafed  with  tbetn. 
The,  intercourfe  and  communioYi  with  God,  which 
conftitute  the  honour  and  happincfs  of  the  human 
nature,  were  no  longer  either  affordied  or  deCred  when 
man  rebelled  againft  his  Maker,  except  to  the  few 
who  under ftood  and  embraced  his  gracious  pur-  ' 
pofe  of  reconciliation,  the  firft  intimation  of  which 
was' revealed  in  the  promife  of  the  feed  of  the  "vomanj 
ivho  should  bruife  the  ferpent^s  lead  *.  The  clear-and 
full  difcovery  of  thisjeconciliation  is  made  known  to 
us  by  the  gofpel.  God  was  in  Chr'-fl  reconciling  the 
iuorld  unto  himfelf\.  God'  is  already  reconciled  in 
his  fenfe,  that  having  provided  and  accepted  a  fatis- 

faftion 

•  Gen.  iii.  15.  f  a  Cor.  v.  12. 
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faf^ion  to  his  law  and  juftice,  he  can  now,  in  a  way 
worthy  of  himfel^,  receive  and  .pardon  the  returning 
fmner.  And  he  accompanies  the  word  of  his  grace 
with  the  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  make  finners 
willing  to  be  reconciled  to  him.  If  we  be  for  God, 
he  is  afluredly  for  us.  If  we  feek  him,  he  has  been 
beforehand  with  us  ;  for,  in  the  firft  inftance,  he  is 
always  yi«« J  of  thofe  *who fought  him  not*.  If  we 
love  him,  it  is  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us.  True  be- 
lievers walk  with  God.  But  two  cannot  walk  together^ 
with  confidence  and  comfort,  unlefs  they  be  agreed^* 
This  agreement  is  chiefly  with  refpeft  to  three  par- 
ticulars propofed  by  the  Lord  God  \n  his  word,  and 
to  which  the  believing  finner  chearfully  and  thank* 
fully  accedes.  / 

I.  In  the  ground  of  the  agreement  f  this  is  Mes- 
siah, the  Mediator  between  God  and  man.  Whea 
he  entered  upon  his  office  a  voice  from  heaven  com- 
mended him  to  finners,  This  is  my  beloved  Son^  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed  J.  And  they  who  are  en- 
lightened to  behold  the  glory  of  God  in  his  perfon 
and  engagement,  accept  him  as  the  beloved  Saviour, 
in  whom  and  with  whom  they  are  well  pleafed*. 
Without  rf^is  acceptance  of  the  Mediator  there  can  be 
no  agreement.  Jefus  is  the  only  door,  the  only  way 
c>f  a  finner's  aceefs  to  the  knowledge  and  favour  of 
God.  This  is  the  precious  and  fare  foundation 
which  he  has  laid  in  Zion  || ;  and  to  pre  fume  to  build 
cur  hope  upon  any  other,  is  to  build  upon  a  quick- 
fand*  la  this  point  reafon,  in  its  prefent  diftemper-^ 
cd  ftate,  would  lead  us,  if  followed,,  direftly  contrary 
to  the  fimplicity  of  faith.  Reafon  fuggefls,  that  if 
we  have  a^led  wrong  we  muft  repent  and  amend, 
and  what  can  we  do  more  ?  But  the  law  againfl: 
which  we  hav«  finned  makes  no  provifion  for  repent- 
ance. Nor  is  fuch  a  repentance  ^  includes  a  change 
of  heart  (and  nothing  (hort  of  this  deferves  the  name) 

I  $  in 
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vn  our  own  powei.  Repentance  unU  fife  *  i$  the  gift 
of  God  •,  and  Jefus,  who  is  exalted  to  he  a  Prince  and 
a  Saviour  ff  btftows  it  upon  thofc  who  acknowledge 
h.ini,  and  implore  it  of  him.    But  God  will  only  treat 

.  with  JUS  as  ihofe  who  are  condemned  already 9  who 
have  nothing  but  fin,  and  dc  ferve  nothing  b«it  mifery» 
When  we"  feel  .this  to  be  our  proper  ftate,  we  are  re- 
ferred to  Jcfus,  in  whom  God  is  well  pkafed,  and  for 
whofe  fake  fins  are  pardoned,  and  finneis  accepted  andr 
judifiedy  without  condition  and  without  exception.. 

'  And  then  like  wife  we  begin  to  fee  the  neceflity,  pro- 
priety,  and  fufliciency  of  this  appointment.  Herein: 
all  who  are  taught  of  God  are  of  one  mind.  However 
they  may  difi'er  in  fome  refpefts,  they  agree  m  cordi- 
ally receiving  Lhr'Tft  Jefus  the  Lora\^  as  he  is  made  of 
God  for  us,  ivifdotn^  righiaoufnefsy  and faliiatiofk, 

1,  They  agree  with  God  in  the  great  defign  of  the 
gofpely  which  is  to  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  peo- 
ple, who,  being  delivered  from  their  fears  and  their 
enemies,,  fliall  ferve  him  with  an  unreferved  and  per- 
fevering  obedience  [|.  A  deliverance  from  the  power 
of  (in  and  Satan,  a  devotednefs  to  God^  and  a.  coni- 
formity  to  the  mind  and  pattern  of  his  dear  Son,  are 
included  by  every  true  believer  itn  the  idea,  of  falva- 
tion.  He  knows  that  hexan  be  happy  in  no  othes 
way.  1  his  is  a  turning  point-  Tlvere-  a«e  convio 
tions  of  fin  excited  by  a  dread  of  puniftiment,  whicli^ 
though  diftrejQTing  to  the  conference,  Leave  the  heart 
a^d  afFtCiibns  unchanged.  They  who  are  thus  inv- 
preffed,.  if  no  farther,  would  be  fatisfied  with  an  aC- 
lurance  of  pardon.  But  the  grace  of  God  which 
hringeth  falvotiQ^  \,  teaches  us.  to  renouncey  to  abhor  all 
ungr.dlinifs  in  the  pnjent  worlds  to  give  ourfelves 
unto  him  Kjuho  gave  himfelf  for  usy  that  be  might  r«- 

'    deem  us  from  all  iniquity  ;  and  to  walk,  worthy  of  G$d^ 
uho   calls  us  to  hii  kingdom  and  glory  %,     This  is  the 

wiO. 
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nvili  of  God s  even  cur  fanBijicaiion,  And  this  is  the 
dcfire  of  his  people,  that  they  may  be  fandified 
wholly  ;  that  their  whole  perfons,  fpirit,  foul,  and 
body,  may  be  preferved  blamelefs;  that  they  may  be 
£lled  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are  by 
Jefus  Clirift ;  that  they  may  walk  as  the  fons  of  God, 
without  rebuke,  and  fhine  as  lights  in  the  world  *.r 
Though  theiF  attainments  are  imperfeft,  in  their  Judg- 
ment and  defires  they  are  fully  agreed  with  God  as  to^ 
their  aim  and  defign. 

3.  Xhey  are  agreed  with  him  likewife  as  to  the  ul- 
timate .great  endy  the  final  caufe  of  their  redemption^ 
which  is  tl^e  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  f .  That 
the  loftinefs,  high  looks,  and  proud  pretences  of  mea 
may  be  abafed,  and  the  Lord  alone  may  be  exalted;. 
and  that  he  who  gloriefh  may  glory  only  in  the  Lord  ij;^ 
Salvation  is  of  the  Lord  in  every  fcnfe  v  the  plan,  the 
price,  the  power,  the  application,  the  confummation. 
He  is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  author  and  the 
objedk  of  it.  The  praife  therefore  is  wholly  due  to 
him,  and  he  claims  it.  To  this  claim  his  people  fully 
confent.  It  is  the  deilre  of  their  fouls,,  that  his  name> 
which  alone  is  excellent,  may  alone  be  extolled  \  and 
with  one  heart  and  voice  they  fay,  Not  unto  «x,  O  Lord^ 
not  unto  ufy  but  unto  thee  be  all  the  glory  and  all  the  _ 
praife  %  ■  . 

If  we  truly  undierftand  and  approve  theft  things,, 
then  we  are  certainly  engaged  for  God,  and  of  courfe 
he  is  for  us.  For  he  alone  eould  either  enable  us  to 
fee  them  in  their  true  light,  or  incline  our  hearts  te^ 
embrace  them.     Who  then  can  be  againft  us  ?' 

II.  We  are  not  to  undef ftand  the  queftion,  WJoo^ 

ean  be  againJF  us  ?  as  defigned  tb  encourage  us  to  ex- 

pe£l  that  they  who  have  the  Lord  on  their  fide  wilt^ 

meet  with  no  oppofrtion ;.  but  that   all  oppqfitioa 

-  againft  them  wilt  be  in  vain.. 

Id  t  They 

•  Phil.  ii.  15-  t  Fph.  1.  6. 
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L  They  whom  God  is  for,  will  on  that  very  ac- 
count have  many  oppofefs. 

I.  The  men  of  the  world.  This  our  Lord  cxprefs- 
ly  teaches  us  to  expe£l.  If  ye  were  of  the  worlds  the 
world  would  love  its  own.  But  hecaufe  ye  are  not  ej 
the  world f  hut  I  have  chefen  you  out  of  the  world, 
therefore  the  world  hatelh  you  *.  And  his  apoftle. 
Marvel  not i  my  brethren^  if  the  world  hate  you -^^  Till 
we  declare  for  him,  the  world  will  bear  with  us, 
but  no  longer  :  as  the  Gibeonites  were  in  a  ftate 
of  honour  and  friendihip  with  the  neighbouring  ci- 
ties, till  they  fubmitted  to  Jofhua  X  ;  but  when  they 
obtained  peace  from  him,  they  were  immediately  in- 
volved in  war  with  their  former  friends.  While  Saul 
perfecuted  the  church,  the  world  fmiled  upon  him, 
and  he  feemed  to  be,  as  we  fay,  in  the  way  of  pre- 
ferment. But  when  he  yielded  himfelf  to  the  fer- 
vicc  of  Chriil,  and  his  dcfeflion  /rom  the  common 
Caufe  became  generally  known,  bonds  and  affliflions 
awaited  him  in  enery  place;  and  they  who  before 
had  employed  and  carefied  him,  fought  his  life.  I 
do  not  mean  to  found  a  trumpet  of  defiance.  I  be- 
lieve  that  young  converts,  by  their  warm,  but  inju- 
dicious zeal,  often  more  than  is  necefiary,  provoke 
the  fpirit  of  the  world,  and  thereby  increafe  their 
own  difficulties.  The  gofpel,  when  rightly  under- 
ftood,  infpires  a  fpirit  of  benevolence,  and  direfis  to 
a  condu£t  which  is  fuited  to  conciliate  good- will  and 
efteem.  And  when  the  apoflle  exhorts  us.  If  it  he 
fcffible^  and  as  ntufh  as  in  us  lieSf  to  live  peaceably  with 
all  men  B,  he  gives  us  hope  that  much  may  be  done 
16  foften  prejudices,  to  put  to  filcnce  the  ignorance 
of  fooliih  men,  and  to  make  them  at  leaft  aihamed, 
by  a  patient  perfeverance  in  well-doing.  A  confid- 
ent Chriftian,  whofe  integrity,  humility,  and  philan- 
tbropy,  mark  his  charader  and  adorn  his  profcffion, 

wUl 
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will  in  time  command  refpefil  \  but  his  attachment 
to  unfafhionable  truths,  and  his  feparation  from  the 
maxims  and  putfuits  of  the  many,  will  render  him»^ 
in  their  eyes,  (ingular  and  precile,  weak  and  enthu- 
fiaftic.  If  they  fay,  "  He  is  a  good  fort  of  man,  but 
<«  has  fome  ftrange  peculiarities,"  it  is  the  moft  fa- 
vourable judgment  he  can  hope  for;  and  from  fome 
perfons,  and  at  fome  times,  he  will  meet  with  tokens 
of  a  fettled  diflike.  For  though  a  religious  chara£ler 
may  be  formed,  which  even  the  world  will  approve, 
yet  all  luho  will  live  godly  in  Chrijl  Jefus  muft-fifffer 
perfecution  *.  They  walk  in  the  midft  of  obfervers, 
who  watch  for  their  halting,  who  lay  fnares  for  their 
feet,  and  will  endeavour  to  bribe  or  in  tiny  date  them 
to  forfake  the  path  of  duty.  It  is  difficult  to  (lem 
the  torrent,  or  to  avoid  the  infeftion  of  the  world ; 
and  to  live  fuperior  to  the  fear  of  man,  as  becomes 
us,  if  we  know  whofe  we  arc,  and  whom'wc  ferve. 
But  though  difficult,  it  is  pra£licable  and  attain- 
able, and  actually  attained  by  believers ;  Jor  this 
is  the  viBcry  that  ovtrcometb  the  worlds  even  our 
faith  j^. 

2.  The  pcwers  of  darine/s,  Satan  will  not  ordinSK 
rily  trouble  while  he  bears  rule  He  is  indeed  an 
enemy  to  his  own  fervants,  and  feeks  their  dtftruc- 
ticn,  both  foul  and  body,  by  puihing  them  on  in  (in, 
which  if  pcrfifted  in,  will  prove  their  ruinj  but 
.  while  they  make  no  refiftance,  he  gives  them  no  dif- 
turbance.  It  is  otherwife  with  thofe  whom  the  X'Ord 
has  freed  from  his  bondage.  He  will  purfue  them 
iiie  alionktlajig  his  prey^,  and  lie  in  wait  for  them 
like  a  ferpent  in  the  path.  This  is  one  caufe  of  the 
world's  hatred ;  for  the  fcriptute  (lyles  him  the  god  of 
ibis  world  \\,  and  he  fets  all  that  he  can  influetice^ 
tongues,  and  pens,  and  fworde,^  againft  thofe  who 
are  on  the  Lord's  £de.  Therefore  the  people  of  G9d 
may  be  knOw^n  by  two  marks.    Satan  by  himfelf  and 

by 
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by  bis  indruQients  fights  againfl  them,  and  they 
alfo  fight  againft  him.  The  former  withoDt  the  lat* 
tcr  is  not  conclufive,  A  mere  ODtward  profcflion  of 
reltgion  may  excite  oppofitton,  and  mere  pretender»^ 
may  &ke  pleafure  in  it  for  a  time,  if  it  does  not 
came  too  clofe.  It  may  feed  their  vanity,  and  give' 
them  a  fort  of  confcquence  by  having  fufFerings 
to  talk  of.  But  I  would  in  treat  my  hearers  ferioufly 
to  examine,  Is  your  heart  really  fet  againft  fin,, 
which  is  the  ftrength  of  Satan's  kingdom?  Are  you 
againft  his  will  and  intcreft  in  the  world  ?  Have 
you  renounced  his  ferA'ice  ?  If  fo,  fear  not.  God 
ii  for  yon,  and  none  can  harm  you.     For, 

11.  No  oppofition  can  prevail  againft  us,  if  God 
be  for  us.  It  is  impoflible  to  deny,  or  even  to  doubt 
this  truth,  upon  the  principles  of  rcafon  :  For  wha^ 
or  what,  can  injure  thofe  who  are  under  the  protec- 
-  tion  of  Omnipotence  ?  And  yet  it  is  not  always  eafy 
to  maintain  the  perfuafion  of  it  in  ^he  mind^  and  to- 
abide  in  the  exeicifc  of  faith,  when,  to  an.  eye  of 
fenfe,  all  things yiffm  againft  us.  But  though  we  be* 
lieve  not,  he  continueth  faithful,  and  will  not  for- 
fake  thofe  whom  he  once  enables  to  put  their  truft  in 
him.  Job  was  a  faithful  and  approved  fervant  of 
God,  yet  for  a  feaion  his  trials  were  great,  and  his 
confidence  was  fonietimes  ihaken.  But  he  Was  fHppprt* 
ed,  and  at  length  delivered.  There  are  many  inltances 
recorded  in  fcripture  to  confirm  our  faith,  and  tc^ 
teach  us,  that  God  maaiiefts  himfelf  to  be  for  his 
'  people,  and  in  different  ways  renders  them  fuperior 
to  all  their  difficulties  and  enemies^ 

At  one  time  he  prevents  the  threatened  danger. 
They  only  fee  it  or  expeft  it,,  foir  he  is  better  to  them 
than  their  apprehenfions  and  fears.  Thus,  when  Sen- 
nacherib was  furious  againft  Jerufalem^  and  fuppofod 
he  could  eafily  prevail,  he  was  not  fuffered  to  come 
mcar  it*.    When  he  thought  to  deftroy  it,  he  feJt 
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a  hook  and  a  bridk  which  he  could  not  refifti  and 
^^as  compelled  to  retire  difappointed  and  aOiamed. 

At  another  time  the  enemies  go  a  (lep  farther. 
His  people  are  brought  imo  trouble,  but  God  is  with 
them»  and  they  efcape  unhurt.  So  Daniel,  though 
he  was  caft  into  the  den  of  lions*,  received  no  more 
harm  from  them,  than  if  he  had  been  among  a  flock 
of  iheep.  He  permitted  three  of  his  ferv^vntS'  to  be 
thrown  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  b«it  he  reftrained  the 
Violence  of  the  flames,  fo  that  not  even  a  hair  of 
their  heads  was  (inged  f. 

The  moft  that  oppofers  can  do  is  to  kill  the  body :]:.. 
If  God  permits  his  people  to  be  thus  treated,  ftill 
fhey  are  not  forfaken.  Their  death  is^  precious- in  his^ 
fight  II.  They  who  die  in  the  Lord  are  blefledi 
They  are  highly  honoured  who  ate  caHed  and  en- 
abled to  die  for  him*  If  he  k  pieafed  ta  comfort 
them  with  his  prefence,  and  then  to  take  then^ 
home  to  himfelf,  ibey  can  defirc  no  more.  Stephen^ 
though  apparently  given  up  to  the  power  of  his  ad- 
verfaries,  and  cruelly  ftoned  to.  death,  was  no  lefs 
happy  than  thofe  who  die  in  compofiure  upon  their 
beds,  with  their  friends  around  them.  Nor  was  he 
kfs  compofed :  for  the  heavens  were  opened  to  him> 
and  he  faw  his  Saviour  in  glory,  approving  his  fide- 
lity, and  ready  to  receive  his  fpirit  §,. 

In,  brief^  whatever  men  or  devils  may  attempt 
againfl  us,  there  are  three  things  which,  if  we  are 
true  believers,  they  cannot  do-i  They  may  be  help- 
ful to  wean  us  fronx  the  world  ^  they  may  add  ear<* 
neilnefs  to  our  prayers^;  they  may  prefa  us  to  greater 
watchfulnefs  and  dependence  ;  they  may  aflTord  fair 
pccafions.  of  evidencing  our  fincerity,  the  goodnefs  of 
our  caufe,  and  the  power  of  that  God  whais  for  us.*— ^ 
Such  are  the  benefits  that  the  Lord  teaches  his  peo- 
ple to  derive  from  their  fuffbrings,,  for  he  will  not 

let 
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let  them  fuffer  or  be  opprefTed  in  vain.  But  no  ene- 
my can  deprive  us  of  the  love  veith  which  God  fa- 
vours us,  or  the  grace  which  he  has  given  us,  or  the 
glory  which  he  has  prepared  for  us.  Nowy  whatjhall 
%uefay  to  thefe  things? 

Alasy  there  are  too  many  who  fay,  at  lead:  in  their 
hearts,  (for  their  condu£l  bewrays  their  fecret 
thoughts),  we  care  but  little '  about  them.  If  they 
were  to  (peak  out,  they  might  adopt  the  language  of 
the  rebellious  Jews  to  the  prophet.  As  to  the  ivords 
nvhich  thou  haft  fpoken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lordy  we 
%vill  not  hearken  unto  thee.  But  ive  vnll  certainly  do 
Hvhatfoever  thing  goeth  forth  out  of  our  o^vn  mouth  *• 
And  there  are  others  who  plainly  fay,  Let  us  then 
continue  in  fin  that  grace  may  abound.  They  do  not 
fo  exprefsly  rejeft  the  gofpel  as  take  encouragement 
from  it  to  go  on  in  their  wickednefs.  The  cafe  of 
the  former  is  very  dangerous,  that  of  the  latter  is  ftill 
worfe.  But  grace,  though  long  flighted,  though  of- 
ten abufed,  is  once  more  proclaimed  in  your  hearing* 
The  Lord  forbid  that  you  (hould  perifli  with  the 
found  of  falvation  in  your  ears  ! 
-  At  priefent,  and  while  you  perfift  in  your  impeni- 
tence and  unbelief,  I  may  reverfe  the  word§  of  my 
text.  Oh,  coniider  I  befeech  you,  before  it  be  too 
late,  ]f  God  be  againft  yoUf  who  can  be  for  you  ?  Will 
your  companions  comfort  you  in  a  dying  hour  1  Will 
your  riches  profit  you  in  the 'day  of  wrath  I  Will  the 
irecolle£lion  of  your  finful  pleafurcs  give  you  confi- 
dence to  (land  before  this  great  and  glorious  Lord 
God,  when  you  (hall  be  fummoned  to  appear  at  hil 
tribunal  i  May  you.  be  timely  wife,  ^nAfieefor  refuge 
i9  the  hope  Jet  before  yout 
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SERMON    XLVI. 

Acdufers  challenged.' 

Romans  viii.  33. 

Who  Jhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  ekB  f 

It  is  God  that  justijietb^ 

THOUGH  the  collating  of  manufcripts  and  va- 
rious readings,  has  undoubtedly  been  of  ufe  in 
rcQifying  fomc  miftakes  which,  through  the  inadver- 
tency of  tranfcribers,  had  crept  into  different  copies 
of  the  New  Teftamcntj  yet  fuch  fuppofed  correc- 
tions of  the  text  ought  to  be  admitted  with  caution, 
^  ^d  not  unlefs  fupported  by  ftrong  reafons  and  good 
authorities.  The  whole  fcripture  is' given  by  infpi- 
ration  of  God;  and  they  who  thankfully  receive  it  as 
his  hooky  w^ill  not  trifle  with  it  by  fubftituting  bold 
conjeflural  alterations,  which,  though  they  may  deem 
to  be  amendments,  may  poffibly  difguife  or  alter  the 
genuine  fenfc  of  the  paflage.  Some  fancied  emenda- 
tions might  be  pointed  out,  fuggefted  by  very  learned 
men,  which  do  not  fcem  to  afford  fo  ftrong  a  pioof 
of  the  found  judgment  of  the  propofers,  as  of  their 
vanity  and  rafhnefs.  Let  the  learned  men  be  as  in- 
genious^ as  they  pleafe  in  correfting  and  amending 
Xhe  text  of  Horace  or  Virgil,  for  it  is  of  little  import- 
ance to  us  whether  their  criticifms  be  well  founded  or 
not,  but  let  them  treat  the  pages  of  divine  revelation 
with  reverence. 

But  the  pointing  of  the  New  Teftament,  though  it 
has  a  confiderable  influence  upon  the  fenfe,  is  of  in- 
ferior authority.     It  is  a  human  invention,  very  help- 
ful, 
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ittl,  and  for  the  mod  part,  I  fuppofe,  well  executed. 
But  in  fome  places  it  may  admit  of  real  amendment. 
The  mod  ancietit  manufcript^  are  without  points^ 
and  frme  of  them  are  even  without  a  diftin£tton  of 
the  words.  With  the  pointing,  therefore,  we  may 
take  more  libeity  than  with  the  tejrf ;  though  even 
this  liberty  (hould  be  ufed  foberly.  A  change  in  the 
pointing  of  this  verfe  and  the  following,  will  not  alter 
the  received  fenfe,  but,  as  fome  critics  judge,  will 
make  it  more  (Iriking  and  emphatical.  If  two  claufes 
Ihould  be  read  yirith  an  interrogation  inftead  of  a  pe- 
riod, the  apodlc's  triumphant  challenge  may  be.  ex- 
preliied  in  the  following  brief  paraphrafe. . 

Who  Jhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  ofGcd^s  eleB  ? 
Shall  God  himfelf  ?  So  far  from  it,  it  is  he  tvho  juftU, 
fieth.  Who  is  he  that  condemmth  F  Shill  Chrifi  ? 
Nay,  he  loves  them,  and  accepts -them.  Shall  he  ivha 
died  for  them^  yea,  rather  'who  is  rifen  again,  %uho  is  even 
at  the  right  hand  of  GW,  on  their  behalf,  who  alfa 
ntakfth  interceffton  Jor  them  P  There  is  not  the  leaft 
ground  to  fear,  that  he  who  has  promifed  to  juilify 
them  will  lay  any  thing  to  their  charge  ;  or  that  he 
will  condemn  them,  who  died  to  deliver  them  from 
condc  mnacion,  nor  can  any  charge  of  their  enemies 
prevail  to  the  condemnation  of  thofc  whom  God  is 
pleafed  to  juftify,  and  for  whom  Chrifi  died,  and  now 
intercedes  before  the  throne. 

The  death,  the  refurre£li6n,  and  afcenfion  of  Mes- 
siah, we  have  already  con (idcred.  1  fliall  fpeak  only 
tj  two  points  from  this  verfe. 

L  The  title  here  given  to  believers,  God's  eleB. 

II.  Their  great  privilege,  they  are  juitified,  //  is 
Cod  nvho  juflifieth  them. 

I.  the  perfons  who  will  be  finally  juftified  by  God 
are  here  ftyled  his  eleSl.  Very  near  and  ftrong  is  the 
conne£lion  between  peace  and  truth.  Yet  a  miftaken 
zeal  for  truth  has  produced  many  controverfies,  which 

have 
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have  hurt  the  peace  of  the  people  of  God  among 
theinfclves  \  and  at  the  fame  time  have  expofed  them 
to  the  fcorn  and  derifion  of  the  world.      On  the 
other  hand,  a  pretended  lor  improper  regard  for  peace 
has  often  been  prejudicial  to  the  truth.     But  that 
peace  which  is  procured  at  the  expence  of  truth,  is 
too  dearly  purchafed.    Every  branch  of  doftrine,  be- 
longing to  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  is 
not  equally  plain  to  every  believer.     Some  of  thefe 
doQrine^  the  apoftle  compares  to  milk,  the  proper 
and  neceflary  food   for  babes  *  ^    others  to   ftrong 
meat,  adapted  to  a  more  advanced  (late  in  the  fpi- 
titual  life,  when  experience  is  more  enlarged,  and 
the  judgment  more  eftabliihed.    The  Lord,  the  great 
teacher,  leads  his  children  on  gradually,  from  the 
plainer  to  the  more  difficult  truths,  as  they  are  able 
to  bear  them.     But  human  teachers  are  often  too 
baity  i  they  do  not  attend  fufficiently  to  the  weaknefs 
of  young,  cotiverts,  but  expeft  them  to  learn  and  re- 
ceive every  thing  at  once ;  they  ar?  not  even  content 
with  offering  ftrong  meat  prematurely  to  babes,  but 
force  upon  them  the  hones  of  fubtleties,  diftinfhions^ 
and  difputations.     But  though  a  judicious  minifter 
will  endeavour  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  ilate 
of  his  hearers,  no  gofpel  truth  is  to  be  tamely  and 
voluntarily  fupprefied  from  a  fear  of  difpleafing  men» 
In  fa£b,  however,  the  controverfies  which  have  ob- 
tained among  real  Chriftians,  haVe  not  fo  much  af- 
fedted  the  truth  as  it  lies  in  the  fcripture,  as  the  dif- 
ferent explanations,  which  fallible  n>en  of  warm  paf- 
lions,  and  too  full  oi  their  own  knfe,  have  given  of 
it.  They  who  profcfledly  hold  and  avow  the  doftrinc 
of  an  ek£iion  of  grace>  are  now  called  Calvintfts  i 
and  the  name  is  ufed  by  Tome  perfons  as  a  term  of 
feproach.     They  would  insinuate  that  Calvin  invent- 
ed the  do£trine  *y  or  at  leaft,  that  he  borrowed  it 
from  Aufttn,  who,  according  to  them,  was  the  firft  of 

the 
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the  Fathers  that  held  it.  It  is  enough  for  me  tha|  I 
find  it  in  the  New  Teilament.  But  many  things  ad« 
vanced  upon  the  fubje£l  by  later  writers^  I  conlefs,  I 
.  do  not  find  there.  If  any  perfons  advance  harfh  af- 
fertions  not  warranted  by  the  word  of  Godj  I  am  not 
bound  to  defend  them.  But  as  the  dodrine  itfelf  is 
plainly  taught,  both  by  our  Lord  and  his  apoftles,  and 
is  of  great  importanpe,  when  rightly  underftood,  to 
promote  the  humiliation^  gratitude,  and  comfort  of 
believers,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  date  it  as  plainly  as 
I  can.  I  {hall  o£Fer  my  view  of  it,  in  a  feries  of  pro- 
pofitions  fo  evidently  founded  (as  I  conceive)  on  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  fcripture,  that  they  cannot 
be  eafily  controverted  by  any  perfons  who  havie  a  reai 
reverence  for  the  word  of  God,  and  any  due  ac^ 
quaintance  with  their  own  hearts. 

I.  All  mankind  are  finners  *  by  nature  and  prac- 
tice. Their  lives  are  ftained  with  tranfgreffions,  their 
hearts  are  depraved,  their  minds  blinded,  and  alien- 
ated from  God.  So  that  they  are  not  fenfible  eithef 
of  their  guilt  or  their  mifery ;  nor  fo  much  as  defr 
rous  of  returning  to,  God,  till  he  prevents  them  with 
his  mercy,  and  begins  to  draw  their  hearts  towards 
himfelf.  Were  I  to  prove  this  at  large,  I  might 
tranfcribe  one  half  of  the  Bible.  Nay,  Jt  is  fmly 
proved  by  experience  and  obfervation.  The  Hea* 
thens  felt  and  confefTed  it.  My  prefent  fubje£l  does 
not  require  me  to  account  for  it,  or  to  reafon  upon 
it.     That  it  is  fo,  I  appeal  to  faG. 

II.  The  ineftimable  gift  of  a  Saviour,  to- atone  for 
fin,  and  to  mediate  between  God  and  manf ;  that 
there  might  be  a  way  opened  for  the  communication 
of  mercy  to  finners,  without  prejudice  to  the  honour 
of  the  perfeftions  and  government  of  God — this  gift 
was  the  t^tiX  of  his  own  rich  grace  and  love  J,  no 
lefs  unthought  of,  and  undefired,  than  undeferved, 
by  fallen  man. 

IIL 
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III.  Wherever  this  love  of  God  to  man  is  made 
known  by  the  gofpelj  there  is  encoaragementi  and 
a  command  given  to  all  men  every  ^here  to  repent  *. 
The  manifeftation  of  the  eternal  Word  in  the  human 
nature,  and  his  death  upon  the  crofs,  are  fpoken  of 
as  the  higheft  difplay  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God.  Defigned  to  give  us>  in  one  and  the  fame 
ttanfa<9.ion,  the  mod  aiFt£l:ing  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin, 
and  the  llrongeft  afTurance  imaginable,  that  there  is 
forgivenefs  with  Godf. 

IV.  Men,  while  blinded  by  pride  and  prejudice, 
enflaved  to  finful  pai&ons,  and  under  the  influence 
of  this  prefent  evil  world,  neither  can  nor  will  re« 
ceive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it  %.  They  are  prepof- 
fefTed  and  pre-engaged.  This,  at  lead,  is  evidently 
the  cafe  with  many  people  in  this  favoured  nation, 
who,  when  the  gofpel  is  propofed  to  them  in  the 
moft  unexceptionable  manner,  not  only  difregard^ 
but  treat  it  with  a  pointed  contempt  and  indigna- 
tion ||.  Such  was  its  reception  at  the  beginningi^ 
and  we  are  not  to  wonder,  therefore,  that  it  is  fo  at 
this  day. 

V.  As  all  mankind  fpring  from  one  (lock,  there 
are  not  two  different  forts  of  meq  by  nature  ;  con- 
fequently  they  who  receive  the  gofpel  are  no  better 
in  themfelves  J  than  they  are  who  rejedi  it.  The 
Apoftfe,  writing  to  the  believers  at  Corinth,  having 
enumerated  a  catalogue,  in  which  he  comprifes 
foxpe  of  the  moft  flagitious  and  infamous  charac* 
teis  **,  iand  allowed  to  be  fo  by  the  common  con- 
fent  of  mankind,  adds.  Such  nvere/ome  of  you*  Surely 
it  cannot  be  faid,  that  they  who  had  degraded  them- 
felves below  the  brutes,  by  their  abominable  prac-* 
tices,  were  better.  difpoCed  than  others  to  receive 
that  gofpel,  which  is  not  more  diftinguilfaed  by  the 

fublunity 
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fublixnity  of  its  dc£irine,  than  by  the  purity  and  iio- 
liiiefs  of  converfation  which  it  enjoins ! 

VI.  It  feems,  therefore,  at  Icaft  highly  probable, 
that  all  men  univerfally,  if  left  to  themfclyes,  ivotild 
a£l  as  the  majoritysio  to  whom  the  word  of  falva^ 
tion  is  fent  \  that  is,  they  would  reje^  and  defpife 
it.  And  it  is  undeniable,  that  feme,  who  in  tht 
day  of  God's  power  have  cofdially  received  the  got 
pel,  did  for  a  feaft)n  oppofe  it  with  no  lefs  pertina^ 
ciiy,  than  any  of  thofe  who  have  continued  to  hate 
and  refjft  it  to  the  t^nd  of  life.  Saul  of  Tarfus  was 
an  eminent  inftance*.  He  did  not  merely  flight 
the  dodrine  of  a  crucified  Saviour;  but,  according 
.to  hi^  miflaken  views,  thought  himfelf  bound  in 
confeience  to  fupprefs  thofe  who  embtaced  it.  He 
breathed  out  threatenings  and  ilaughter,  atid,  as  he 
exprefles  it  himfelf,  'was  exceedingly  mad  agaiiift  ihem\^ 
and  made  havoc  of  them.  His  mind  was  filled  with 
this  bitter  and  infaciable  rage,  at  the  moment  when 
the  Lord  Jefus  appeared  to  him  in  his  way  to  Da«^ 
mafcus.  Is  it  poffible  that  a  man  thus  difpofed  ihouM 
fuddenly  become  a  preacher  of  the  faith  which  he 
had  long  laboured  to  deftroy.  If  his  heart  and  views 
had  not  been  changed  by  a  fupernatural  agency  ? 
Or  that  the  like  prejudices  in  other  perfons  can  be 
removed  in  any  other  manner  ? 

VII.  If  all  men  had  heard  the  gofpel  in  vain,  then 
Chriff  would  have  died  in  vain.  But  this  is  prevented 
by  the  covenanted  ofiice  and  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  I,  who  accompanies  the  word  with  his  energy, 
and  makes  it  the  power  of  God  to  the  falvation  of 
thofe  who  believe.  He  prepares  the  minds  of  fin^ 
ners,  and,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Lydia  ||,  opens  their  hearts 
to  underjland  and  receive  the  truths  in  the  love  ofiU- 

VIII.  But  who  wilJ  prefume  to  fay,  that  when 
God  was  pleafed  to  make  a  propofal  oi  mercy  to  a 

race 
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race  of  rebels,  he*  was  likewife  bound  to  overcome 
the  obdinacy  of  men  in  everjr  cafe,  and  to  compel 
them  to  accept  it  b^  an  a£l  of  his  invincible  power  i 
If  he  does  thus  tnterpofe  in  favour  of  fome,  it  is  an 
aft  of  free  mercy  to  which  they  have  no  claim. 
For  if  wc  had  a  claim,  the  benefit  would  be  an  aft 
kA  jttjiice^  rather  than  of  mercy.  May  not  the  great 
Sovereign  of  the  world  do  nvhat  he  will  with  bis 
own  *  ?  And  nothing  is  more  pecuHarly  and  em'* 
neatly  his  own  than  his  niercy.  Yea,  we  are  aflu- 
red,  that  he  will  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have 
mercy  \%  dndwhoni  he  will,  he  may  juftly  leave  to 
be  hardened  in  their  impenitence  and  unbelief.  We 
have  all  deferved  to  be  fo  left ;  but  he,  as  the  potter 
over  the  clay,  has  power  and  right  to  make  a  differ*. 
encCf  as  it  feemeth  good  in  his  Hght.  And  who  will 
fay  unto  hini^  IVhat  doeji  thou  %  f 

IX.  When  finners'  are  cffeftually  called  by  the 
gofpel,  then  they  are  vifibiy  chofen  out  of  the 
world  II,  in  the  fpirit  and  tempers  of  which  they  be- 
fore lived,  difobedient  and  deceived)  even  as  others^ 
Old  things  pafs  away^  and  all  things  become  new  §. 
Their  hopes  and  fears,  their  companions  and  plea* 
fures,  their  purfuits  and  aims,  are  all  changed.  The 
change  in  thefe  refpefts  is  fo  evident,  that  they  are 
foon  noticed  and  marked,  pitied  or  derided,  by 
thofc  from  whom  they  are  now  feparated.  And  I 
think  they  who  really  experience  this  change  will 
willingly  afcribe  it  to  the  grace  of  God. 

X.  But  if  they  are  thus  chofen  in  time^  it  follows 
of  courfe  that  they  were  chofen  from  ei>erlafting. 
Both  thefe  ekpreflions,  when  applied  to  this  fubjeft, 
amount  to  the  fame  thing }  and  the  feeming  differ* 
ence  between  them  is  chiefly  owing  to  our  weaknefs 
and  ignorance.  To  the  infinite  and  eternal  God 
our  little  diftinftions  of  paft)  prefent^  and  future, 

.    are 
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ftre  nothing.  We  think  unworthily  of  the  unchange- 
able Jehovah)  and  lUcen .  him  too  much  to  our- 
felvcs,  if  we  fuppofe  that  he  can  form  a  new  pur- 
pofe.  If  it  be  his  pleafure  to  convert  a  finner  to- 
day, he  had'  the  fame  gracious  defign  in  favour  of 
that  (inner  yefterday,  at  the  day  of  his  birth,  a  thou- 
fand  year$  before  he  was  bom,  and  a  thoufand 
ages  (to  fpeak  according  to  our  poor  conceptions) 
before  the  world  began.  For  that  mode  of  dora^ 
tion  which  we  call  titne^  has  no  refpeA  to  him  mjb9 
inhabitetb  eternity  •. 

With  regard  to«  thofe  who  rejed  the  declaration 
of  the  mercy  of  God,  who,  though  called  and  In- 
vited by  the  gofpel,  and  often  touched  by  the  power 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  will  not  come  tp  the  Saviour  for 
life,  but  perfift  in  their  determination  to  go  on  in 
their  fins,  their  ruin  is  not  only  unavoidable,  but 
juft  in  the  higheft  degree.  And  though,  like  the 
wicked  fervant  in  the  parable  f,  they  cavil  againft  the 
Lord,  their  mouths  will  be  ftopped  f ,  when  he  (hall 
at  length  appear  to  plead  with  them  face  to  face* 
Then  their  cobweb  excufes  will  fail  them,  and  the 
proper  ground  of  their  condemnation  will  be,  that 
when  he  fent  them  light,  they  turned  from  it,  and 
chofe  darknefs  rather  than  lights  becaufi  their  deeds  nvert 
evil\\. 

11:  The  great  privilege  of  the  eled,  comprehen* 
five  of  every  bleffing,  is,  that  they  are  jufltjied^  fi- 
nally and  authoritatively  juftified,  from  all  that  can 
pofiibly  be  laid  to  their  charge  \  for  it  is  God  himfelf 
who  juftifieth  them. 

The  j  unification  of  a  finner  before  God,  by  faith 
in  the  obedience  and  atonement  of  Chrift,  is  conC- 
'  dered  by  many  perfons,  in  thefe  days  of  refinement, 
in  no  better  light  than  as  a  brandi  of  a  fcholaRic 
theology,  which  is  now  exploded  as  uncouth  and  ob* 
folete.     At  the  Reformation,    it  was   the   turning 
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point  between  the  Proteftants  and  Papifts.    Luther 
deemed  it  the  criterion  of  a  flourifliing  or  a  falling 
church)  that  is,  he  judged  the  church  would  always 
be  in  a  thriving  or  a  declining  ftatCi  in  proportioa  a» 
the  importance  of  this  dofi^rine  was  attended  to* 
How  important  it  appeared  to  ourEngliih  reformers, 
many  of  whom  fealed  their  teftimony  to  it  with  their 
bloody  maybe  known  by  the  writings  ofCranmerj 
Latimer,  Philpot,  and  others  $  and  by  the  Articles  of 
the  Church  of  England,  which  are  ftill  of  fo  much 
authority  by  law,  that  no  perfon  'Can  be  admitted  in« 
to  holy  orders  amongft  us,  till  he  has  declared  and 
fubfcribed  his  aiTent  to  them.    But  I  hope  never  to 
preach  a  doftrine  to  my  hearers  which  needs  the 
names  and  authority  of  men,  however  refpedable^ 
for  its  fupport.     Search  the  fcriptures  %  and  judge 
by  them  of  the  importance  of  this  do£bine«    Judge 
of  it  by  the  text  now  before  us.    The  apoftle  fpeaks 
of  it  as  fufficient  to  (ilence  every  charge,  to  free 
from  all  condemnation,  and  infeparably  conneffced 
with  eternal  life ;  for  thofe  njshom  God  jifiiJUs  he  vM 
alfo  glorify  \,     Though  volumes  have  been  written 
upon  the  ^bjed,  I  think  it  may  be  explained  in  few 
words.'    Every  one  muft  give  an  account  of  himfelf 
to  God  J  and  the  judgment  will  proceed  according 
to  the  tenor  of  his  holy  word.     By  the  law  no  fiefi 
can  he  juflified^  for  all  have  ftnnedX:   But  they  .who 
believe  the  gofpel  will  be  jujiified  from  all  things  [f, 
for  which'the  law  would  otherwife  condemn  them  % 
and  as  they  who  kelieve  not  are   condemned  already  $, 
fo  believers  are  already  y^j^^J  hy  foi^h^  and  have 
peace  with  God^  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl^^^  iH 
the  prefent  life.    They  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
the  law  \  but  they  can  likewife  plead,  that  they  re« 
nounce  all  hope  and  righteoufnefs  in  theaifelves,  and 
upon  the  warrant  pf  the  word  of  promife  put  their 
Vol.  II.  K  'whole 
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whole  truft  m  Jefus,  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  ri^hte^ 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth  *  :  And  this  pica  it 
accepted.  7o  him  that  worketh  not^  but  believeth  on 
him  who  ju/lijitth  the' ungodly^  his  faith  is  counted  for 
righteoufnefs  \i  and  his  fins  are  no  more .  remembered 
againd  him  j:. 

This  juftiiication,  in  its  own  naturei  is  authorita* 
.tive>  complete,  and  final.  It  is  an  ^Q,  of  God's  . 
mercy,  which,  becaafe  founded  upon  the  mediation 
of  Jefus,  may,  with  no  lefs  truth,  be  ftyled  an  aft 
of  his  juftice,  whereby  the  believing  finner  is  deli- 
vered from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  from  the  guilt  and 
power  of  fin,  and  is  iranflated  into  the  kingdom  of 
his  dear  Son  ||«  It  includes  the  pardon  of  all  fin,  and , 
admifiion  to  the  fiate  of  a  child  of  God.--rIt  is  a 
pqffing  from  death  unto  life  |.  By  faith  of  the  ope- 
ration of  God,  the  finner,  once  afar  oiF,  is  brought 
nigh,  is  accepted  in  the  Beloved,  and  becomes  one 
With  him,  as  the  branch  is  united  to  the  vine,  and 
the  members  with  the  head  **.  The  fan£lificatioii 
of  a  believer  is  imperfeft  and  gradual;  but  his  juf- 
tification,  in  this  fenfe,  from  the  moment  when  he  . 
begins  to  live  a  life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  is 
perfe<3:,  and  incapable  of  increafe.  The  principle  of 
life  in  a  new-born  infant,  and  the  privileges  depen- 
dent upon  his  birth,  (if  he  be  the  heir  of  a  great  fa- 
mily), arc  the  fame  from  the  firft  hour,  as  at  any  fu- 
ture time.  He  is  ftronger  as  he  grows  up  to  the  fta- 
tiire  of  a  man,  but  is  not  more  alive  j  be  grows  *up 
likewife  more  into  the  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of 
his  privileges,  but  his  right  to  them  admits  of  no 
augmentation  -,  for  he  derives  it,  not  from  his  years, 
or  his  ftaturc,  or  his  powers,  but  from  the  relation 
in  which  he  ftands  as  a  child  to  his  father.  Thus  it 
is  with  thofe  who  are  born  from  above ;  they  are 
immediately  the  children  and  heirs  of  God,  though 

for 
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\qx  a  time,  like  minors  while  under  age,  they  may 
fcem  to  differ^  hut  Itttk  front  ferv4nts*s  aad  it  doth 
«bt  yet  appear  what  they  ihaU  be. 

But  though  juftification  in  the  -fight  of  God  b© 
connefbed  with  the  realiif  of  faith,  the  comfortable 
perception  of  it  in  our  own  Confciences  is  propor-^ 
rionabie  to  the  degree  of  faith.  In  ypung  conrerts,  . 
therefore,  it  is  ufuaily  weak.  They  are  well  fatisfied 
that  Jefas  is  the  only  Saviour,  and  they  have  no 
dQubt  of  his  ability  and  fufficiency  in  that  charader, 
in  favour  of  thofe  who  put  their  traft  in  him  $,  but 
they  arc  fufpicious  and  jealous  of  themfelves;  ihey 
are  a^prehenfive  of  fomething  Angular  in  their  own 
cafe,  which  may  juftly  exclude  them  from  his  mer^ 
cy,  or  they  fear  that  they  do  not  believe  aright; 
But  the  weakeft  believer  is  a  child  of  God  5  and  true 
faith,  though  at  firft  like  a  grain  of  muftatd-feed,  is 
interefted  in  all  the  promifesof  the  gofpd.  *  If  it  be 
true,  it  will  grow  f ,  it  will  attain  to  a  more  fimple 
dependence  upon  its  great  obje£l,  and  will  work  -  its 
way  through  a  thoufand  doubts  and  fears,  (which, 
for  a  (eafoli,  are  not  without  their  ufe),  till  at  length 
the  weak  Chriftian  becomes  ftrong  in  faith,  flrong 
in  the  Lord,  and .  is  enabled  to  fay^  /  know  whom  I 
have  beliivedX!  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  my 
charge?  Who  (ball  condemn?  It  is  God  who  juf- 
tifieth'.   It  is  Chrift  who  died  fc^  me  and  rofe  again. 

But  efpecially  at  the  great  day,  the  Lord  the 
Judge  Ihall  ratify  their  juftification  publicly  before 
aflembled  worlds.  Then  every  tongue  that  rifeth 
id  judgment  agatjist  them  ||  (hall  be  put  to  filence. 
Then  batan  will  be  utterly  confounded,  and  manf 
who  defpifed  them  on  earth  will  be  aftonifhed,  and 
fay — Ihefe  are  ihty  ivhofe  Hves  we  accounted  madnefi^ 
<ind  their  end  to  ie  witkot^  honour !  How  are  they 
numbered  among  the  children  of  God  §  ! 

Ka  The 
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The  right  knowledge  of  this  doArine  is  a  fource 
ef  abidiog  joy  \  it  likewife  animates  love,  zeal,  gra^ 
fitnde,  and  all  the  nobleft  powers  of  the  foul,  and 
produces  a  habit  of  cheerful  and  fuccefsful  obedi* 
«nce  to  the  whole  will  of  God.    But  it  may  be,  and 
too  often  is,  mifunderftood  and  abufed.     If  you  re- 
ceive it  by  divine  teaching,  it  will  fill  you  ivitb  thofe 
frwis  rf  righieoufnefs  which  are  by   jefus  Gbrift  to 
the  ghry  and  fratje  of  God  *.     But  if  you  learn  it 
only  from  men  and  books,  if  you  are  content  with 
the  notion  of  it  in  your  head,  inftead  of  the  power- 
ful ei(perience  of  it  in  your  heart,  it  will  have  a  con^ 
trary  tfk€u    Such  a  lifelefsform,  even  of  the  truth 
itfelf,  will  probably  make  you  heady  and  high-mind- 
ed, cenforious  of  others,  trifling  in  your  fpirit,  and 
unfettled  in  vour  condu£l.     Oh !  be  afraid  of  re- 
fembling  the  foolifli  virgins  f ,  of  having  the  lamp  of 
your  profeffion  expire  in  darknefs  for  want  of  the  oil 
of  grace ;   left,  when  the  Bridegroom  cometh,  you 
fliould  find  the  door  (hut  againft  you. 

•|Phil.  i.  II.        -  t  Matt.  xxv.  I,— 1». 
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The  Interceffion  of  Ghrift. 

Romans  viii.  34. 

Whd  is  he  thnt  condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  diedi 
yea  rather^  that  is  rifen  again^  ijuho  is  even  at  the 
right  hand  of  God^  who  alfo  maketh  inter cejfton  for 
us.  ' 

THE  redemption  of  the  foul  is  precious.     Fools 
make  a  mock  off  n^.     But  they  will  not  think 
lightly  of  it  who  duly  confider  the  majefty,  autho- 
rity, sind  goodnefs  of  him  againfl:  whom  it  is  com- 
mitted ;  and  who  «are  taught  by  what  God  a£iuaUy 
has  done,  what  fin  rendered  neceflary  to  be  done^Mt^ 
fore  a  Cnner  could  have  a  well»groutided  hp^e  of 
forgivenefs.     For  wifdom  does    nothing.-  in    irain. 
The  death  of  the  Son  of  God  woutdT  Ii^ve  been  in 
vain  f ,  if  the  great  defign  *in  favour  of  finful  men 
could  have  been  effe£ted  by  inferior  means.     But  as 
he,  in  the  office  of  Mediator,  was  the  hope  of  man- 
kind from  the  beginning  ^  fo  the  great  work  he  has 
accompllflicd)  and  the  characters  he  fuftains,  when 
made  known  to.  the  confcience,  are,  in  (zSt,  fuffi-^ 
cient  to  relieve   in  every    cafe,    to    anfwer.  every 
charge,  and   to   fatisfy  the   believer  in  Jefus   that 
there  is  now  no  condemnation  to  fear.    There  are 
many  (as  we  have  obferved)  ready  to  accufe,  but  it 
is  in  vain  ;  the  charge  may  be  true,  but  it  is  over- 
ruled.    Who  (hall  dare  to  condemn,  if  things  be  ad 
the  Apoftle  (lajtes  them  in  this  paffage  ?     Whoever 
would  impeach  the  hope  of  a  true  believer,  muft 

K  3^  prove 
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prove  (if  he  can),  that  Chrift  .did  not  die ;  or  that 
lie  did  not  rife  from  the  dead  ;  or  that  he  was  not 
admitted  into  the  prcfenceof  God  on  our  behalf;  or 
that  he  is  unmindful  of-  his  promife,  to  make  inter*- 
ceflion  for  all  wfho  come  unto  God  by  him.  For  if 
thefie  points  are  indubitable  and  fure,  it  is  impoITible 
that  the. foul  which  has  trufled  in  Jefus^  and  put  its. 
caufe  into  his  hand8«  can-  mifcarry. 

The  death  and  refurreftion  of  our  Lord>  his  ap- 
pearance in  our  nature,  clothed  with  glory,  feated 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,  as  the  High 
Prieft  of  our  profeffion,  can  fcarcely  be  confidcrcd 
too  often.  Thefe  old  truths  are  always  new  to  thofe 
who  love  him,  and  are  the  food  by  which  their  fouls 
live.  Yet  I  fhall  not  at  prefcnt  repeat  what  I  have 
offered  upon  them  from  farmer  pafiages,  but  (halt 
chiefly  confine  myfelf  to  .the  fubje£l  of  his  interccf- 
fion,  which  has  not,  until- nowj  exprefsly  occurred, 
to  our  meditations. 

The  word  the  Apoftlc  ufes  here,'  and  in  Heh.  viii 
l^.-^faing  he-  evtr  liveth  u  make  ihterceffiony  occurs^ 
likewife  ^i^i  xxv.  24.  where  Feftus  fpeaks  of  the 
procefs  managed  by  the  Jews  againft  Paul;  and  ai* 
fo  Rom,  xi.  2.  of  Elijah's  making  interceffion  to  God. 
agatnil  Ifracl.  From  thefe  palTages  compared  toge- 
ther, we  may  obferve  that  the  word  is  to  be  taken  in 
a  large  fenie.  He  pteads  our  caufe,  he  manages  our 
concerns,,  he  anfwers  our  enemies.  Who  then  fhaH 
condemn  thofe  for  whom  the  Lord  Jefus  thus  cm- 
ploys  his  power  and  his  love  i  He  i^  our  advocate  *; 
He  takes  uponliim  our  whole  concern.  He  pleads 
as  a  Prieft.  and  manages  as  a  King  for  thofe- who> 
come  unto  Gjod  by  him^ 

i.  He  pleads  as  a  Prieft.  His  office  of  interceffion 
has  a  plain  reference  to  his  great  inftituted  type'jL 
^e  high  prieft  under   the    Levitical  difpenfation  ^ 

who^ 
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who-,  according  to  the  appointment  of  God,  enter- 
ed wiihin  the  vail,  to  prefent  the  blood  of  the  fa- 
erifice  before  the  mercy -feat  *.  We  have  a  clear 
and  infallible  explanation  of  the  defign  of  this  inlti- 
tution,  'Now  ivhen  ihefs  things  were  thus  ordained^ 
the  priejis  ixHnt  always  into  the  firji  tabernadey  accom" 
f  lining  the  fervtce  of  God*  But  info  the  fecond  went 
the  high  pr'teft.  alone  once  every  yavy  not  without  bloody 
which  he-  offered  for  himfelf  and  for  the  errors  of  the 
people,  ^he  Holy  Ghoji  this  fgnifyingy  that  the  way 
into  the  holieji  of  all  was  not  yet  made  manifefty  nvhile 
the  firfi  tabernacle  was  yet  Jlandlng.  Which  was  a 
figure  for  the  time  then  prefent y  in  which  were  offered 
both  gifts  and  facrifices^  that  could  not  make  him  that 
did  the  fervice  perfeEl^  as  pertaining  to  the  confcience ; 
which  stood  only  in  meats  and  drinis,  and  divers 
waJbingSy  and  carnal  ordinanceXf  impofed  on  them  until 
the  time  ef  reformation*  But  Christ  being  come  an 
High  Priest  of  good  things  to  comcy  by  a  greater  and 
nt9re  perfeSf  tabernacle^  not  made  with  hands,  thai  is 
U  fay^  not  ef  this  building  ;  neither  by  the  blood  of 
goats  and  calves ,  but  by  his  own  blood,  he  entered 
oiice  into  the  holy  place,  having  obtained' eternal  redemp-^ 
tionfbr  us  \j  &c.  Thus  Jems  is  pajfl'd  into  the  hea- 
vens, entered  into  the  holy  of  holies  with  his  own 
blockl.  His  prefencc  there^  in  our  natirre,  with  the 
marks  of  h:s  fufferings  for  us,  as  the  Lamb  that  has 
been  flain,  is  an  unceafing  virtual  interceflion  on  bur 
behalf.  \  meddle  not  with  curious  queftions  on  this 
fubje£k,  as  to  the  manner  m  wliich  his  interceflion  is 
carried  on  ;  It  is  fufficicnt  to  know  that  he  is  there, 
and  therefor  us,  as  our  reprefentative.  This  confi- 
deration  is  of  continual  ufe,  to  animate  and  encou- 
rage finners  in  their  approach  to  God.  There  are 
three  cafes  particularly,  in  which  the  heart  that 
knows  its  own  bitternefs  muft-fink,  were  it  not  for 
the  fcHeving  thought,  That  there  is  an  advocate  with 

K  4  '      the 
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the  FathfTf  a  High  Ptfiift^  who,  by  his  intercefEon,  is 
mbli  tofave  to  the  utternw/l* 

1.  When  the  mind  is  burdened  with  guilt.  Great 
is  the  diftrefs  of  an  awakened  confcience.  The  {in- 
ner now  is  fenfible  of  wants  which  God  alone  can 
fupply,  and  of  miferies  from  which  he  cannot  be 
extricated  but  by  an  Almighty  arm.  But  when  he 
thinks  of  the  majcfly  and  holinefs  of  God,  he  is 
troubled,  and  adopts  the  language  of  the  prophet. 
Wo  is  me,  lam  undone  *.  tte  dares  not  draw  near 
to  God,  nor  does  he  dare  to.  keep  any  longer  at  a 
diftance  from  him.     But  when  fuch  a  one  is  enabled 

'  to  look  to  Jefus  as  the  interceflbr,  what  ligTit  and 
comfort  does  he,  receive  ?  For  the  gofpef  fpeaks  in- 
viting language.  Let  not  the  weary  and  heavy  laden 
finner  fear  to  approach.  Your  peace  is  already  made 
in  the  court  above,  and  your  advocate  is  waiting  to 
introduce  you.  Lift  up  your  heart  to  him,  aad 
think  you  hear  him  in  effeft  iayjing,  *«  Father,  there 
*<  is  another  (inner  who  has  heard  of  my  name,  and 
*{  defires  to  truft  in  me.  Father,  I  will,  that  he 
<c  alfo  may  be  delivered  from-  going  down  into  the 
<<  pit,  and  interefted  in  the  ranfom  which  I  Kave 
«  provided." 

2.  When  we  are  deeply  confcious  of.  our  defe£^s 
"  in  duty.     If  we  compare  our  beft  performances  with 

the  demands  of  the  law,  the  majefty  of  God,  and  the 
unfpeakable  obligations  we  are  under}  if  we  con- 
Cder  our  innumerable  fins  of  omiffion,  and  that  the 
little  we  can  do  is  polluted  and  defiled  by  the  mix- 
ture of  .evil  thoughts,  and  the  working  of  felfifli  prin- 
ciples, aims,  and  motives,  which,  though  we  difap- 
prove,  we  are  unable  to  fupprefs,  we  have  great  rea« 
fon  to  confefs,  21?  us  belong  Jbame  and.  cor^ufton  of 
fqce\.  But  we  are  relieved  by  the  thought,  that 
Jefus,  the  High  Prictt,  bears  the  iniquity  of  our  hdy 

things, 
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things,  perfumes  our  prayers  with  the  incenfe  of  his 
mediation,  and  wafhes  our  tears  in  his  own  blood. 
This  iofpires  a  confidence,  that  though  we  are  un- 
worthy of  the  leaft  of  his  mercies,  we  may  humbly 
hope  for  a  ihare  in  the  greateft  bleflings  he  beftows, 
becaufe  we  are  heard  and  accepted,  not  on  the  ac- 
count of  our  own  prayers  and  fervices,  but  in  the  be- 
loved Son  of  God,  who  maketh  interceflion  for  us. 
Thus  the  wifdom  and  love  of  God  have  provided  a: 
Wonderful  expedient,  which,  fo  far  as  it  is  rightly 
underftood,  apd  cordially  embraced,  while  it  lays  the 
(inner  low  as  the  duil  in  point  of  humiliation  and 
felf-abafement,  fills  him  at  the  fame  time  with  a  hope 
full  of  glory,  which,  with  refpt£b  to  its  foundation, 
cannot  be  fhaken  v  and  with  refpefl:  to  its^objedl,  can 
be  fatisfied  with  nothing  lefs  than  all  the  fulnefs  o£ 
God.     There  are  favoured  feafons  in  which  the  be- 
liever, having  a  lively  impreflion  o£  the  authority  and 
love  of  the  IntercefTor,  can  addrefs  the  great  Jehovah 
as  his  Father,  with  no  lefs  confidence  than  if  he  was? 
holy  and  fpotlefs  as  the  angels  before  the  throne,  at. 
the  very  moment  that  he  has  abundant  caufe  to  fay^ 
Behold  I  am  viU !    I  abhor  m^elfy  and  repent  in  duft, 
and  a/hes  *  /         .    . 

3.  This  powerful  and  prevalent  intefccf&on  abun- 
dantly compenfates  fpr  the  poverty  and  narrownefs  o£ 
our  prayers.     Experience  confirms  what  the  fcripture 
declares  of  our  infufBciency  to  order  out'  own  caufe. 
before  the  Lord,  to  fpecify  our  various  wants,  and  to 
fill  our  mouths  with  fuch^  arguments,  as  may  engage 
the  attention,  and  enliven  the  afFediions  of  our  hearts. 
We  know  not  how  to  pray,  as  iue  ought  f.     And  though 
the  Holy  Spirit  teaches  believers  to  form  petitions^ 
which,  in  the  main,  are  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,, 
yet  we  often  miftake  and  afk  amifs  ^  we  often  forget 
what  we  ought  to  alk,  and  we  are  too  often  cold,, 
negligent^  weary,  diftraded,  and  formal  in  prayer. 

K  5  How? 
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How  prone  are  we  ta  enter  by  prayer  into  the  Lord V 
prefence,  as  the  thoughtlefs  horfi  rujhes  into  the  hat^ 
tie* !  to  fpeak  to  God  as  if  we  were  only  fpeaking- 
into  the  air,  and  to  hare  oior  thoughts  dilbpated  anct 
wandering  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  while  his  holy- 
name  is  upon  our  polluted  lips  1  It  is  well  for  us,  that- 
God  is  both  able  and  gracious  to  do  more  than  we- 
can  aik  or  think;  but  that  he  adhxally  does  fo,  fok 
fuch  unwoTthy  creatures>  is  awing  to  our  Interccffor. 
He  knows  all  our  wants,  and  pleads  and  provides  ac**- 
cordingly.     He  is  not  negligent,  though  nve  too  fre- 
t|ueritly  are.     He  prayed  for  Peter's  fafety  f ,  before- 
Peter  himfelf  was  aware  of  his  danger.     Have  ^c 
not  fometlmes  been  as  it  yrttc  furprifed*  and  fhamed- 
hy  the  Lord's  gpodneft,  when  he  has  condefcended  to 
beftow  fpeeial~and  needful  mercies  upon  us,  before 
we  thought  of  aiking  for  thcna?  Thefe  are  affeding 
proofs  of  our  InterceiTor's  attention  and  care,  and  that- 
he  is  always  mindful -of  us.     But, 

IL  Jefus  the  High  Prieft  is  upon  a  throne.  He  k  • 
a  King,  King  ofjaints^  and  King  of  nations.  He  is 
not  only,  a  righteous  advocate,  but.he  pofleiTes  all  au- 
thority and  power.  And  it  belongs  to  his  office  as 
King,  effedtu'Aly  to  manage  for  ihofe  in  nvhofe  behalf  he- 
iitercfidcs*  I  have  already  obfervfid,  that  the  original 
word,  includes-  this»  fenfe.. 

.  u  He  is  the  fource  and  fountain  of  their  fupplies. 
All  their  fprings  are  in  him. ,  The  fulncis  of  wifdoo), 
grace,  and  conlblation,,out  of  which  they  are  invited 
to  receive,,  tefides  in  him.  And  therefore  he  fays, 
If.yenfkany  thing  in  m^  name',  Liviil  do  it%.  Not 
iTiercly  I  will  prefent  your  petitions,,  but  I  will  fulfil 
them  myfelf.  For  all  things  are  committed  into  his 
hands,  and  it  is  he  imth  whonkive  hjsve  to  do\\.  He 
therefore  enjoins  us,  If  we  believe  or  truft  in  God,  to 
4fiieve  alfp   in  hinkj.     His.,  invitations,   Jf,  any  matu 

thirjly^ 
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thirfli  lit  him  come  unto  me  and  drini  *  ,•  Whofoiver 
nvUly  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely  f  /  equal- 
ly exprefs  his  fovereignty  and  his  munificence.  On 
him  thtf  eyes«  of  all  who  know  him  wait  from  age  to 
age,  and  arc  not  difappointed..  He  opens  his  hand, 
andfaiisfies  them  with  good  X'  Nor  is  the  (lore  of  hia- 
bounty  diminiflied  by.  all  that  he  has  diflributed,  for 
it  is  unfearchable  and  inexhauftible  ,  like  the  light  of 
the  fun,  which  gladdens  the  eyes  of  millions  at  once,, 
has  done  fo  from  the  beginning,,  and  will  continue  ta 
do  fo  to  the  end  of  time. 

2.  He  appoints  and  adjufts,  their  various  difpenfa- 
tions,  with  an  unerring,  fuitablenefs  to  their  feveral 
ftates^.  capacities,    and  circumdances.     If  a  fkilful* 
gardener  had  the  command  of  the  weather,  he  would 
not  treat  all  his  plants,  nor  tlie  fame  plant  at  aU 
times,  exaflly  alike.     Continual  rain,  or  continual 
funOiine,    would    be    equallj^  unfavourable  to  their 
growth  and  fruitfulnefs.     In  his  kingdom  of  Provi- 
dence, he  fo  proportions  die  rain  and- the  funfliine  to^ 
each  other,,  that,  the  corn  is  ufually  brought,  for  ward 
from  the  feed  to  the  blade,  the  ear,  and  the  full  ripe 
car.     And  I  beKeve  it  would  be  always  fo,  were  it 
not  for  the  prevalence  of  (in,  which  fom^times  makes- 
the  heavens  over  our  head-  hrafs^  the  eartJi  tinder  oujr- 

Jeet  iron  ||,  and  turns  a  fruitful  land  into  barrennefs. 
So,  in. his  kingdom  of  grace,  he  trains  his  p.eaple  up. 
by  various  exercifes.    He  delights  in  their  prbfperity,. 
and  does,  not  willingly  grieve  thenu.    But  affli£lions- 
in  their  prefent  ftate  are  neceflary,  and  his  blefling.: 

^  makes  them  falutary*  But  this  is-  their  great  privi- 
lege, that  their  comforts  and  their  croffes  ar^  equally 
from  his  hand,,  are  equally  tokens  of  his  love,  ands 
alike  direded  to  work  together  for  their  good.  Ij^ 
appoints  the  bounds  of  their  habitations,  numbers- 
the  hairs  of  their  heads,  and  is  their  guide  andgiiard^, 

K  6  tbeirv 
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their  fuji  and  fliield,  even  uiUo  death.  Here  they 
meet  with  many  changes,  but  none  that  are  unnoti* 
ced  by  him,  none  that  can  feparate  them  from  his 
loTCi  and  they  all  concur  in  leading  them  on  to.  a  ftate 
of  unchangeable. and  endlcfs  joy  ♦. 

3.  He  is  the  Captainsff  their  JcJvaiion  f .  They  are 
his  foldters,  and  fight  under  his  eye  ;  yet  the  battle 
is  not  theirs,  but  his,  Ifrael  of  old  were  to  mutter 
their  forces,  to  range  themfelvcs  for  the  fight,  to  ufe 
every  precaution  and  endeavour,  as  though  fuccefs 
depended  entirely  upon  themfelves.  Yet  they  ob- 
tained not  the  viftory  by  their  own  fword,  but  it  was 
the  Lord  who  fought  for  them,  and  trod  doMm  their 
enemies  before  them ;  and  they  had  little  more  to  da 
tjian  to  purfue  the  vanquifhed,  and  to  divide  the  fpoxl* 
And  thus  it  is  in  the  warfare  which  true  Chriftians 
maintain,  not  againjl  Jlefi^  and  blood  only,  but  again/i 
principalities  and  powers  ^  ;  againft  the  fpirit  of  the 
world,  and  againtt  Satan  and  his  legions.  They  fight 
in  his  caufe,  but  he  upholds  them  and  conquers  for 
them.  Their  enemies  are  too  many  and  too  mighty 
for  them  to  grapple  with  in  their  own  ftrength  y 
but  he  rebukes  them,  and  pleads  the  caufe  of  his 
people.  His  gracious  int^pofition  in  their  favour 
IS  beautifully  let  forth,  together  with  its  efFeds,  in 
the  vifion  which  the  prophet  faw,  when  he  was  fent 
to  encourage  the  rulers  and  people  of  the  Jews' 
againft  the  difficulties  they  met  with  when  rebuild^ 
ing  the  temple.  Kc/aw  Jojbua  the  high  priefly  who^ 
\ti  that  charader,  rcprefehted  the  colleflive  body  of 
the  people,  Jhnding  before  the  Lord,  clothed  in  jilthy 
garments^  and  Satan  Jlanding  at  his  right  band  to  refijl 
bim  R.  Such  is  our  attire  as  finners,  all  our  righteouf- 
nedes  are  as  filthy  rags ;  aiid  fuch  are  the  attempts 
•f  our  enemy,  to  deter  us  from  approaching  to  him- 
who  alone  can  relieye  lis>  or  to  diftrefs  us  when  we 

appear 
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dppear  before  him.  But  when  Jofliua  could  not 
fpeak  for  himfelf>  the  Lord  fpake  for  him,  claimed 
him  for  his  own,  as  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the  fire; 
filenced  his  adverfary,  clothed  him  with  change  c^ 
raiment^  and  fet  a  fair  mijtre  upon  his  head.  Thus 
David  acknowledged  the  Lord's  goodnefs  in  provi* 
ding  him  a  table  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies  * ;  wha 
faw  with  envy  his  privileges^  but  were  npt  able  to 

Irevent  his  enjoyment  of  them.  Many  a  time  the 
.ord  thus  comforts  and  feeds  his  people,  while  wait* 
ing  on  him  in  fecret,  or  attending  his  public  ordw 
nances  :  and  were  our  eyes  opened,  like  the  eyes  of 
Elifha's  fervant,  )to  behold  what  is  very  near,  thougb 
unfeen,  we  (hould  feel  the  force  of  the  Pfalmift's  ob« 
fervation.  The  powers  of  darknefs  furround  us,  their 
malice  againft  us  is  heightened  by  the  favour  of  our 
good  Shepherd  towards  us ;  they  rage,  but  in  vain  j 
for  though  thqy  could  prefently  deprive  us  of  peace, 
and  fill  us  with  anguifli,  if  we  were  left  expofed  ta 
their  aflaults,  they  are  under  a  reftraint,  and  can  do^ 
nothing  without  his  permiffion-  When  he  is  pleafed 
to  give  quietnefs,  ivho  then  afn  make  trouble  f?  He 
preferves  and  provides  for,  his  (beep  in  the  midft  of 
wolves! 

We  may  clofe  this  part  of  our.  fubjefl:  with  twa 

or  three  refle£tion8,  which,  though  as  to  the  fubftance 

of  them  I  may  have  offered  you  before,  are  always 

^feafonable  and  fuitable,  when  we  are  fpeaking  of  the. 

power  and  grace  of  Messiah* 

x:  How  precious  is  this  Saviour!  How  juftly  is  he 
entitled  to  the  chief  place  in  the  hearts  of  thoie  who 
know  himJ  In  the  work  of  falvation,  from  the  firft 
ftep  to  the  laft,  he  is  all  in  all.  If  he  had  not  died 
and  rifen  again,  we  muft  have  died  for  ever.  If  he 
had  not  afcended  into  heaven,  there  to  appear  in  the 
pzefenc<;  of  God  for  us,  we  muft  have  been  thruft 
down  into  the  loweft  helK    If  he  did  not  plead  for 

us> 
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US|  we  could  not,  we  durd  not  offer  a  word  in  our 
own  behalf.  If  he  was  not  on  our  part^  engaged  to 
keep  us  night  and  dajr,  our  enemies  would  foon  be: 
too  hard  for  us.  May  we  therefore  giT^  him  the 
glory  due  to  his  namej.  and  cleave  to  him>  and  truil 
in  him  alone. 

2.  How  fafe  are  the  people  of  whom  he  undertaEes^ 
the  care !  Whik  his  eye  is  upon  them,  his  ear  open> 
to  their  prayer*  and  his  arm  of  power  ftretched  out 
for  their  protection  i,  while  he  remembers  that  word  of 
promife  upon  which  he  himfelf  has  caufed  them  to 
hope  y  wbile  he  retains  that  faithfulnefs  which  en- 
couraged' them  to  commit  their  fouls  to  him*  it  is> 
impoffible    that    any  weapon  or  ftratagem   formed 
againft  them  can  prevail.   Tliere  arc  many^  it.is  true>^ 
who  will  rife  up  againfl  them ;  but  God  is  for  them,, 
and'  with   them,  a  very  prefcnt  help   in    trouble  *.. 
They  are  full  of  wants  and  fears,  and  in  themfelves 
liiable  to  many  charges  \  hut  fince  Jefus  is  their  head, 
their  fecurity,  their  interceflbr,.  no  needful  good  (hall, 
be  with-held  from  them,,  no  charge  admitted  againfl: ' 
them,  none  {hall  condemn  them,  for  it  is  God  him- 
felf who  juftifies  the  believer  in  Jefus. 

3.  If  thefe  things  be  fo,  how  much  are  they  to  be 
pitied,  who  hear  of  them  without  being  afFeSed  or 
influenced  by  them  ?     Will,  you  always  be  content 
with  hearing?     OH  tafte  and  fee   that   the  Lord  is 
good^i    Should  you  at.  lad  be  ieparated  from  thofe 
with  whom  you  now  join  in  public  worfhip ;  ihouM: 
you  fee  them  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  a^d^ 
you  yourfelves  be  thtuft  out;    your  prefent  advan- 
tages would  then  prove  an  aggravation  of  yout  guilt 
and  mifery.     Aa  yet,  there  is  room.     Strive  to  enter 
while  the  gate  of  mercy  remains  open.    Think  of  the 
iblemnities  of  that  great  day*     Maiiy  will  then  be 
condemned,  though  they  who  believe  in  the  Son  o£' 
God  wUr  be  juftified.    Confider  who  will  condemn. 

.  ,   •  thcmjf. 
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them,  Godhimfdf*.    From  his  inqutfition  there  cait> 
be  i^  retreat  \  from  his  fentence  there  can  be  no  ap- 
peal.    And  confider  what  the  condemnation  wiU  be  \ 
A  final  exclufion  from  his  favour  \  a  never-ceafing 
fenfe  of  his  awfiol.  difpleafnre !    A,ftate  of  eternal' 
horror  and  defpair,  without  mitigation,  without  the 
finalleft  ray  of  hope.     Can  70a  deliberately  give  up^ 
all  claim  to  happinefs,  and  determine  to  ruQi   upom 
tie  thick  hojjks  rf  GoiPs  buckler  \y  to  defy  his  power^ 
and  to  dare  his  thteatenings,  rather,  than  forego  the 
tranfitory  and  delufive  plcafures  of  fin?  And  can  you. 
do  this  with  the  gofpel  founding,  in  your  ears  ?    May 
die  Lord  prevent  it  I  However,  obfervc  you.  are  once 
more  warned,  once  more  invited.    If  now  at  laft, 
after  fo  many  delays,  fo  much  perverfenefe  on.  your 
part,  you  will  honeftly  and  earneftly  feek  him,  he 
will  be  found  of  you.     But  if  you  perfifl  in  your  ob-~ 
ftinacy,  your  condemnation  will  be  inevitable  and^ 
liire. 
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SERMON    XLVin. 

The  Song  of  the  Redeemed. 

Rev.  v.  9. 

^'^Thm — iqfl  redeemed  us  to  G^d^  by  thy  bloody  [ptH 
of  every  kindred^  and  tongue^  and  people^  and  na^ 
tion.J 

THE  extent,  variety,  and  order  of  the  creation, 
proclaim  the  gloiy  of  God.  He  is  likewife 
Maximus  in  minimis^  The  fmallcft  of  his  works  that 
we  are  ciipable  of  examining,  fuch  for  inilance  as  the 
eye  or  the  wing  of  a  little  infeft,  the  creature  of  a 
day,  are  (lamped  with  an  inimitable  imprefiion  of  his 
wifdom  and  power*  Thus  in  his  written  word  there 
is  a  greatnefs,  confidering  it  as  a  whole^  and  a  beauty 
and  accuracy  in  the  fmaller  parts,  analogous  to  wbac 
we  obferve  in  the  vifible  creation,  and  anfwerable  to 
what  an  enlightened  and  humble  mind  may  expe£l 
in  a  book  which  bears  the  character  of  a  divine  re- 
velation. ^  A  fingle  verfc,  a  fingle  claufe,  when  view- 
ed (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  in  the  microfcope  of  clofe  me- 
ditation, is  often  found  to  contain  a  fulnefs,  a  world 
of  wonders.  And  though  a  conne£led  and  compre- 
lienfive  acquaintance  with  the  whole  fcripture  be  de- 
firable  and  ufeful,  and  is  no  lefs  the  privilege  than 
the  duty  of  thofe  who  have  j:apacity  and  time  at 
their  own  difpofal  to  acquire  it ;  yet  there  is  a  gra- 
cious accommodation  to  the  weakriefs  of  fome  per- 
fens,  and  the  circumftances  of  others.  So  that  in 
many  j^arts  <£  ftripture,  whatever  is  immediately 
neceflary  to  confirm  our  faithj  to  animate  or  regulate 
our  praaice^  is  coadenfod  into  a  fmall  compafs,  and 

comprifed. 
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comprifed  in  a  few  verfes ;  yea»  fom€times  a  fingle 
fentence,  when  unfolded  and  examined,  will  be  found 
to  contain  all  the  great  principles  of  duty  and  com* 
fort.  Such  is  the  fentence  which  I  have  now  read 
to  you.  In  the  Mefflah^  it  is  inferted  in  the  grand 
chorus  taken  from  the  12th  and  13th  verfes  of  this 
chapter.  And  as  it  may  lead  us  to  a  compendious 
recapitulation  of  the  whole  fubjed,  and  by  the  Lord's 
bleffing,  may  prepare  us  to  join  in  the '  following 
afcription  of  praife  to  him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  \  I  purpofe  to  coxifider  it  in 
its  proper  conne£tion,  as  a  part  of  the  leading  fong 
of  the  redeemed. before  the  throne,  in  which  the  an- 
gels cannot  {hare  \  though  the  angelsi  from  their 
love  to  redeemed  finners,  and  from  their  views  of 
the  manifold  wifdom  and  glory  of  God  in  viiiting 
fuch  finnerswithy^rA  a  falvation,  cheerfully  take  a 
part  in  the  general  chorus. 

The  redemption  fpoken  of,  is  fuited  to  the,va« 
rious  cafes  of  finners  of  every  nation,  pedple,  and 
language.  And  many  finners  of  divers  defcrlptions, 
and  from  diftant  fituationS)  fcattered  abroad  into  all 
lands,  through  a  long  fucceilion  df  ages,  will,  by  the 
efficacy  of  this  redemption,  be  gathered  together  into 
one*.  ^They  will  conftitute  one  family,  united  in 
one  great  Headf.  When  they  {hall  fully  attain 
the  end  of  their  hope,  and  encircle  the  throne,  day 
without  night,  rejoicing,  their  remembrance  of  what 
they  once  were^  their  fenfe  of  the  happinefs  they  are 
raifed  to,  and  of  the  great  confideration  to  which 
they  owe  their  deliverance  and  their  exaltation,  will 
excite  a  perpetual  jojful  acknowledgment  to  this 
purport.  They  were  once  loft,  but  could  contri- 
bute nothing  to  their  own  recovery.  Therefore  they 
afcribc  all  the  glory  to  their  Saviour.  They  Ibfike  their 
golden  harps,  and  fing  in  ftrains,  loud  as  from  num- 
bers without  number,  fweet  as  from  blcft  voices^ 
•  '  ,   Thau 
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^Ckw  art  vwriiy—fdr  thou  wast  shnitj  and  haft  redeem-^ 
ed  us  to  God  hy  thy  i/cod^  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue ^^ 
as$d  people^  and  nation. 

But  though  this  fong,  smd  this  joy,  will  only  be  con« 
fummated  in  heaven,  the  commencement  takes  place 
upon  earthi.  Believers,  during  their  prefent  (late  of 
warfare,  are  taught  to  fing  it;  iirfeebfer  drains  in- 
deed, but  the  fubjedl  of  their  joy,  and  th^  objed  of 
their  praife,  art:  the  fame  which  infpire  the  harps  and 
fongs  in  the  world  of  light;  May  1  not  fay,  that 
this  life  is  the  time  of  dieir  rehearfal  ?  They  are 
now  learning  dieir  ibng,  aod  advancing  in  meetnefs- 
to  join  in  the  chorus  on  high,  whieh,^  as  d^ath  fuc- 
ceiEvely  temoves  them,  is  continually  increafing  hy 
the  acceifion  of  freih  voices.  AH  that  they  know,  or 
defire  to  kaow,  all  that  they  pofiefs  or  hope  for,  is  in- 
cluded in  this  afcription.. 

I  t^e  the  laft  daufe  of  the  verfe  into  the  fubjed^ 
The  words  fuggeit  three  principal  points  to  our  con* 
fideration. 

L  The  benefit,  Redemption  to -God. 

II.  The  ceden^tion«-price.  By  ^  blood* 

III.  The  extent  of  the  benefit — to  a  people  cut  of 
every  kindred^  and  tongue^  and  nation.  ' 

I.  Thou  bast  redeemed'  us  t<)  God.  Redemption  or 
ranfom  is  applicable  to  a  ftate  o£  tmprifonment  for 
debtj  and  to  a  ftate  of  bondage  or  ffavery.  From 
thefe  ideas  taken-  together,  we  may  form  fome  efti- 
mate  of  the  mifery  of  our  fallen  ftate }  a  theme, 
which^  if  I  cannot  infift  upon*  at  large  in  every  dif- 
60urfe,  I  woi:dd  never  wholly  omit.  For  we  can 
neither  i;^derftand  the  grace,  nor  enjoy  the  comfort 
of  the  gofpel,  but  in>  proportion  as  vtre  have  a  heart- 
felt and  abiding  convidiion  of  our  wretched  condi- 
tion as  finners  without  k.  They  who  think  themfelves 
whole  know  not  their  need  of  a  phyfician  *,  but  to 
the  fick  he  is  welcome. 
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If  a  man  (hut  up  in  prifon  for  a  heavy  debt, 
which  he  is  utterly  incapable  of  difchargingy  fhould 
obtain,  his  liberty,  m.  co»iideration  of  payment  made, 
for  him  by  another^  he  might  be  properly  faid  to 
be  redeemed  from  imprifonment.-  This  fuppoGtion^^ 
will  apply  to  out  fubj.c£kl  The  law  and  juftice  of 
God.  have  demands  upon  us  which  we  cannot  an* 
fwer.  We  are  therefore  ftiut  up,  under  the  law,  m 
unbelief,'  helplefs  and  hopelefs,  till  we  know  and  can 
plead,  the  engagement  of  afurety  fpr  ua.  For  a  time, 
like  Peter,  we  arc  fleeping  in  our  prifon  *,  regard- 
lefs  of  danger.  The  firft  Icnfible  cfFedt  of  the  grace 
of  God,  is  to  awaken  us.  fn>m  this  infenfihility; 
Then  we  begin  to  feel  ths  horrora  of  our  dungeon, 
and  the  (Irength  of  our  chains,  and  to  tremble  under 
the  apprehenfion  of  an  impending  doom.  But  grace 
proceeds  to  reveal  the  Saviour  and  friend  of  finiiers, 
and  to  ehcourage  our  application  to  him.  In  a  good 
hour  the  chains  fall  of^  the  bars  of  kon  and  brafis 
are  broken  afunder,  and  thfi  px^fbnrdoors  fly  opem 
The  prifoner  underltands  that  all  his  great  debt  is 
forgiven,  blefies.  Ms  Delivecerji.  obtains  his  liberty^i 
and  departs  in  peace» 

We  are  like  wife  in  bondage,  the  fervants^  the 
Saves  of  a  harder  taik>mafler  than  Pharaoh  was  to 
Ifraek  Satan,  though  *not  by  right,  yet  by  a  righte- 
ous petmiiGoQ]!  tyrannizes  over  us,  tUlJefus  makea 
us  free  f.  The  way  of  tranfgreilbrs  is  hard  %* 
Though  the  folicitations  and  commands  of  that  ene- 
my who  worketh  ia  the  children  of  difobedience  ||^ 
are,  in  fpme  reipe^s,  fuited  to  our  depraved  incli^ 
nations,  yet  the  confequence«  are  grievous.  A  bur- 
dened confcience,  a  wafted  conftitution,  a  ruined 
fortune  and  character,  twiftLy  and  clofely  follow 
the  habits  of  intemperance  and  lewdnefs  ;  and  they 
who  feem  to  walk  in.a  fmoother  pathj^  are  deceivedi 

mortified,^, 
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mortified,  and  difappointed  daily.     If  perfon$  who 
live  openly  and  habitually  in  a  courfe  that  is  contra- 
ry to  the  rule  of  God'«  word,  J^feak  fwelHng  ivorAs  of 
vanity  *,  and  boaft  of  their  liberty,   beltevc   them 
not*    We  arc  fure  they  carry  that  in  their  bofom 
which  hourly  contradi£b8  their  aflertions.    Yea,  Ibmc- 
times  their  flavery  is  fo  galling,  that  they  attempt  to 
efcape,  but  in  vain.     They  are  foon  retaken,   and 
.their  bonds  made  ftronger.     The  iflue  of  their  fliort- 
lived  reforlnations,  which  they  defer  as  long  as  poC- 
fiUe,  and  at  lad  fet  about  with  relu£iance,  ufualljr 
is,  that  their  latter  end  proves  worfe  than  their  be* 
ginning.     At  moft,  they  only  exchange  one  finful 
habit  for  another,  fenfuality  for  avarice,  or  pirodiga* 
lity  for  pride.     The  ftrong  one  arnted  will  maintain 
his  dominion,  till  the  ftronger  than  he  interpofcs 
and  fays,  Loofe  him^  and  let  him  go,  fbt  I  have  found- 
'm  ranfom.    Then,  by  virtue  of  the  redemption-price, 
the  prey  is  taken  fron  the  mighty^  and  the  captive  is  di^ 
livered\.    Then  the  cnilaved  finner,  like  the  man 
out  of  whom  the  legion  was  caft,  fits  at  the  feet  of 
Jefus,  in  peace,  and  in  bis  fight  mind%»     He  be- 
comes the  Lord's  freed-man. 

For  he  is  not  only  delivered  from  guilt  and  thrall^ 
he  is  redeemed  to  God.  He  is  now  reftored  to  his  ori* 
ginal  ftate,  as  an  obedient  and  dependent  creature^ 
devoted  to  his  Creator,  conformed  to  his  will  and 
image,  and  admitted  to  ^  communion  with  him  m 
love.  Thefe  are  bleffings  •  which  alone  can  fatisfy 
the  foul,  and  without  which  it  is  impoiEble  for  man 
to  be  happy.  While  he  is  ignorant  of  his  proper 
good,  and  feeks  it  in  creatures,  he  is  and  mnft 
be  wretched.  Madnefs  is  in  his  heart,  a  deceived, 
difordered  ima^nation  turns  him  afide,  and  he  feeds 
upon  alhes,  and  upon  the  wind  t|.  But  by  grace  he 
^s  renewed  to  a  found  judgment,  his  mind  receives  a 

right 
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right  diredtbn,  and  he  is  turned frem  darhnrfs  to  lights 
from  the  po^er  of  Satan  to  God  *.        ,  . 

IL  What  unfpeakablj,  and  beyond  cooceptioni 
enhances  the  value  of  this  deliverance,  is  the  «onfi« 
deration  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  effected*  Fo|r 
it  is  not  merely  a  deliverance,  but  a  redemption.  It 
is  not  an  a£t  of  mere  mercy,  but  of  mercy  harniO'* 
nizing  with  juftice.  It  is  not  ^nz6t  of  power  only, 
but  of  unexampled  and  expenfive  love.  Thou  htfi 
redeemed  us  by  thy  Hood  ! 

Thefentence  denounced  by  the  law  againft  tranf- 
greflbrs,  was  death.     And  therefore  when  Messiah 
became  our  furcty,,  to  fatisfy  the  law  for  us,  he  muft 
die.     The  expreilion  of  his  bloody  is  often  ufed  figu- 
ratively for  his  death,  perhaps  to  remind  us  how  he 
died.    His  was  a  bloody  death.     "When  he  was  in 
his  agony  in  Gethfemane,    his  fweat  was  as  great 
drops    of  bloody  falling  down   to  the  ground  j^.      His 
blood  flowed  when  he  gave  his  back  to  the  (miters, 
nnder  the  painful  ftrokes  of  the  fcourging  he  endu- 
red previous  to  his  crucifixion.     It '  flowed  from  his 
hea^,  when  the  foldiers,  having  mocked  his  charafter 
of   King  by  crowning  him  with  thorns,    by  their 
rude  blows  forced  the  thorns  into  his  temples.     His 
blood  flreamed  from  the  wounds  made  by  the  fpikes, 
which  pierced  his  hands  and  his  feet,  whep  they 
fattened  him  to  the  crofs.     When  he  hung  upon  the 
crofs,  his  body  was  full  of  wounds,    and   covered 
with  blood.     And,  after   bis   death,  another   large 
wound  was  made  in  bis   fide,  from  which  iflued 
blood  and  water.    Such  was  the  redemption^pricc 
he  paid  for   finners^   his   blood,    the  blood  of  his 
heart.     Without  ihedding  of  blood  thiere  cpuld  be 
no  remiflTion.     Nor  could  any  blood  anfwer  the  great 
defign,  but  his.    Not  any,  not  all  the  bloody  &cri« 
fices  appointed  by  the  law  of  Mofes»  could  uke  a- 
way  fin,  as  it  refpeA&  the  confcience^  nor  aflFord  a 

plea> 
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plea,  with  which  a  (inner  could  venture  to  come  be* 
fore  the  high  God  *.  But  the  blood  of  Messiah, 
in- whom  were  united  the  perfediions  of  the  divine 
nature -and  the  real  properties  of  humanity,  and 
wUch  the  apoitle  therefore  ftyles  the  blood  of  Godf, 
this  precious  blood  cleanfes  from  all  fin.  It  is  exhi-. 
bited  as  a  propitiation  of  perpetual  efGcacy,  by  which 
God  declares  his  righteoufnefsy  no  lefs  than  his  mercy, 
in/orgivifig  imquifies%f  and  fi^ewsliimfelf  juft  to  the 
demands  of  his  holinefs,  and  the  honour  of  his  go- 
vernment, when  he  accepts  and  juflifics  the  fiuner 
who  believes  in  Jefus. 

If  thcfe  things  were  underftood  and  attended  to, 
would  it  be  thought  wonderful  that  this  Saviour  id 
very  precious  to  thofe  who  believe  in  him,  and  who 
obtain  redemption  by  his  blood  ?  How  can  it  poiS- 
bly  be  othetwtfe  ?  Grace  like  this,  when  known, 
mufi  captivate  and  fix  the  heart !  Not  only  to  fave, 
but  to  die,  and  to  die  for  his  enemies  1  Such  coftFy 
love,  prodiaftive  of  fuch  glorious  conifequences,  and 
to  fuch  unworthy  creatures  !  Surely  the  apoftle*s 
mind  was  filled  and  fired  with  thefe  Confiderations, 
when  authenticating  an  epiftle  with  his^  own  hand, 
he  fubjoined  this  cmphatical  clofe.  If  any  man  Jove 
tiot  the  Lord  JefuS  Chrifty  let  him  be  Anathenia  Ma^ 
ranatha  ||  !  l)o  you  think,  my  brethren,  that  the 
apoftle  took  pleafure  in  denouncing  fo  fevere  a  fen- 
tence  againft  all  thofe  who  did  not  fee  (as  we  fay) 
with  his  eyes  ?  Had  he  fo  little  aiFedion  for  finners, 
that  he  could  thus  confign  them  to  deftruSion  by 
multitudes,  for  differing  from  him  in  what  feme  per- 
fons  only  deem  an  opinion  ?  Rather  confider  him, 
not  as  breathing  out  his  own  wiilies,  but  as  fpeaking 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  God.  He  knew  it 
mufl  be,  and  he  declared  it  would  be  fo.  It  was  no 
pleafure  to  him  to  fee  them  determined  to  periih. 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  great  grief  and  forrow  of 

heart 
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licart  for  them,  even  for  the  Jews,  who  had  treated 
him  with  the  greateil  cruelty.     Even  for  their  fakes, 
he  could  have  been  content  to  be  made  an  Anathema 
himfelf  *,  that  they  might  be  favcd.     But,  upon  the 
whole,  he  aoquiefced  in  tlie  will  of  God,    and  ac- 
Icnowledged  it  to  be  juft,  right,  and  equal,  that  if 
any  man  would  »ot  love -the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  after 
all  that   he  had  done  and  fufFered   for  finners,   he 
fiiould  be  accurfed.     By  tim  comparjifon  of  the  apof- 
tle's  fevere  language  with  his  <;ompaffionate  temper^ 
I  am  led  to  digrefs  a  tittle  farther.     It  fuggefis  an 
apology  for  minifters  of  the  gofpel  m  general.    When 
we  declare  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  when  we  affure 
you  that  there  is  but  one  folid  foundation  for  hope, 
and  that,  unlefs  you  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriil,  yon 
nraft  perifb,  ibme  of  our  bearers  account  us  bigotted, 
uncharitable,  and  bitter.     But  if  you  could  fee  what 
paiTcs  in  fecret,  1k)w  faithful  minifters  mourn  over 
thofe  who  rejeO:  their  meffage,  how  their  difobedi- 
ence  cuts  them  to  the  heart,  and  abates  the  comfort 
they  would  otherwife  find  in  your  fervice ;    if  you 
could  believe  us  when  we  fay  (I  truft  truly)  that  we 
are  ready  to  impart  unto  you,  not  the  gofpel  of  God 
only,  but  our  own  fouls  alfo,  becaufe  you  are  dear 
to  us  f ,  and  we  long  for  your  falvation ;  then  you 
would  think  more  favourably  of  tt«.     But  after  all  we 
cannot,  we  dare  not,   foften  our  meflage  to  pleafe 
men.     What  we  find  in  the  word  of  God,  we  muft 
declare.     It  would  be  at  the  peril  of  our  fouls,  to 
/peak  fmoQth  things^   to  prophefy  deteits  X  to  you ;  and,  * 
fo  far  as  we  preach  the  truth,  it  will  be  at  the  peril 
of  your  fouls,  if  we  "are  difregarded. 

III.  The  benefits  of  this  redemption  extend  to  a 
numerous  peoplej;  who  are  faid  to  be  redeemed  out 
of  every  kindred,  tongue,  and  nation.  I  have,  upon 
a  former  occafion,  offered  you  my  fentiments  con- 
cenuDg  the  extent^  the  virtue  of  that  blood  which 
^  .  taketh 
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taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world*.  But  the  claufe 
now  before  us  invites  me  to  make  a  few  additional 
o^ervations  upon  a  fubje£l  which,  I  coaceivCi  it 
much  concerns  us  rightly  to  underftand. 

The  redeemed  of  the  Lord  are  thofe  who  aAually 
experience  the  power  of  his  redemption,  who  are 
delivered  from  the  dominion  of  fin  and  Satan,  and 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  liberty,  peace,  and  hoUnefs. 
l^hat  the  people  of  every  kindred,  nation,  and  tongue, 
arc  not  redeemed  iil  this  fenfe  univerfally,  is  as  cer- 
tain as  evidence  of  fa^s,  and  exprefs  declarations  of 
fcripture,  can  make  it.  Without  holineft  no  manjhall 
fee  the  Lord,  '  Multitudes,  thus  difqualified,  will  be 
found  trembling,  on  the  left  hand  of  the  Judge,  at 
the  great  day.  But  a  remnant  will  be  faved^  accord' 
ing  to  the  ele5lion  cf  grace.  For  they  who  differ,  who 
are  redeemed  to  the  fervice  of  God,  while  others  live 
and  die  in  the  love  and  fervice  of  fin,  do  not  make 
themfelves  to  differ  f .  It  becomes  the  potfherds  of 
the  earth  to  afcrib^  to  their  Maker  the  glory  of  his 
fovereignty,  and  to  acknowledge,  that,  if  they  have 
a  good  hope,  it  is  becaufe  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  make 
them  his  people  who  once  were  not  his  people  J.  Yet 
a  way  of  conceiving  of  the  do£brines  of  the  divine 
fovereignty,  ai^d  of  a  perfonal  election  unto  life,  has 
often  obtained,  which  feems  to  have  a  tendency  to 
render  the  mind  narrow,  felfifh,  and  partial,,  and  to 
ftraiten  the  exercife  of  that  philanthropy  which  the 
genius  and  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  powerfully  inculcate. 
T4ie  beft  of  us,  perhaps,  are  more  prone  than  we  are 
aware  of  to  affimilate  the  great  God  to  ourfelves,  and 
to  frame  our  ideas  of  Him  too  much  according  to  our 
own  image.  So  that  often  much  of  a  man's  natural 
difpofition  may  be  obferved  in  the  views  he  forms 
of  the  divine  perfe£tibns  and  condud  *,  as,  on  the 
-  other  hand,  his  conceptions  of  the  chara£ter  of  God 
ftrengthen  and  confirm  him  in  his  own  tempers  and 

habit9» 
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habits.  There  are  perfons^  who  being  perfuaded  ia 
their  minds  (we  would  hope  upon  fure  grounds) 
that  they  themfelves  are  of  the  ele<9:>  appear  to  be 
little  concerned  what  may  become  of  others.  Their 
notions  of  God's  fovereignty,  and  his  right  to  do 
what  he  will  with  his  own,  though  often  infofficient 
to  preferve  them  from  repining  and  impatience  under 
the  common  events  of  human  life,  raife  them  above 
all  doubts  and  difficulties  on  a  fubje£l  which  the 
apoftle  ipeaks  of  as  unfearchable  and  untraceable; 
where  he  acknowledges  depths  which  he  was  unable 
to  fathom  *^  all  appears  to  them  quite  plain  and  eafy; 
where  he  admires  and  adores,  they  arrogantly  dif- 
pute^  and  determine  ex  cathedra^  and  harfhly  cenfure 
all  who  are  not  fo  eagle-fighted  as  themfelves.  Me* 
thinks  theV  who  know  the  worth  of  a  foul,  firohi  its  .. 
vaft  capacity  for  bappinefs  and  mifery,  and  its  im- 
mortal duration,  cannot  juftly  be  blamed  for  allowing 
no  limits  to  their  benevolent  wiflies  for  the  falvatioii 
of  mankind,  but  the  will  of  God,  as  it  is  plainly 
made  known  to  us  in  his  word.  To  this  we  are  to 
fubmit,  not  as  of  neceffity  only,  but  cheerfully,  af« 
fared  that  his  will  is  wife,  ho\j^  and  good;  that  the 
Judge  of  all  the  world  will  do  right ;  and  to  waut  fm 
the  day  when  he  will  condefcend  to  dear  up  every 
difficulty,  and  give  us  that  fatisfadion  which^  in  our 
prefent  (late  of  ignorance  and  weaknefs,  we  are  ii^ 
capable  of  receiving.  Shall  mortal  man  be  more 
jttft,  or  can  he  be  more  merciful^  than  God  ?  It ,  ia 
a  falie  compaffion,  founded  in  a  blameable  difregar4 
of  what  is  due  to  the  glory  of  his  great  name»  that 
prompts  us  to  form  a  wilh  that  his  unerringly  wife 
appointments  could  be  otherwife  than  they  are.  Tet 
it  is  a  comfort  to  think  th^t  his  mercy,  in  which  he 
delights,  in  which  he  is  pecul^ly  faid  to  be  richj 
and  which  is  higher  dian  tjie  heavens^  will,  in  its 
cjctrcife,  far  exceed  the  bounds  which  fomc  falliUe 
Vol.  II.  L  mortab^ 
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mortals  would  peremptorily  aflign  to  it.  We  mufl: 
hot  indulge,  conjefture  and  hypothefis  farther  than 
the  fcripture  M^ill  warrant ;  but  while  we  humbly  dc^ 
pend  upon  this  infallible  light,  we  need  not  be  afraid 
to  follow  it,  though  it  (hould,  in  feme  particulars, 
lead  us  a  little  beyond  the  outlines  of  fome  long  re- 
ceived, atid  in  the  main  very  valuable  human  fyftems 
of  divinity. 

I  have  repeatedly  eiprefled  my  belief,  that  many 
prophecies  refpeding  the  fpread  and  glory  of  the 
kingdom  of  Messiah  upon  earth  have  not  yet  recei- 
ved their  full  accompliihment,  and  that  a  time  is  coa- 
ming when  many  (perhaps  tlie  greater  part  of  man- 
kind)  6i  all  nations,  and  people,  and  languages,  fliall 
know  the  joyful  found  of  the  gofpel,  and  walk  in  the 
light  of  the  Redeemer's  countenance.  At  prefent,  I 
would  confine  myfelf  to  confider  what  ground  the 
fcripture  affords  us  to  hope  that  there  are  many  of 
every  nation,  people^  and  tongue,  even  now,  finging 
this  fong  before  his  throne. 

The  Revelations"  vouchfafed    to  the  beloved  dif-  , 
ciple  in  Patmos  exhibit  a  fucceflion  of  great  events, 
'  extending  (I  fuppofe)  from  the  apoftles  days  to  the 
end  of  timd*     But   while  only  the   learned  can  fo 
tnuch  as  attempt  to  afcertain  from  hiftory  the  dates 
and  fadls  to  which  the  prophecies  already  fulfilled- 
t^fer,    or  to  offer   probable  conjeflbures  concerning 
the  events  as  yet  future,  (in  which  the  moft  judi- 
cious commentators  are  far  from  being  agreed);  there 
arc  pafiages  interfpcrfed,  which  feem  deiigned  to  ad- 
"  minifter  confolation  to  plain  believers,  by  reprefeiua- 
tions  fuited  to  raife  their  thoughts  to  the  (late  of 
the  church  triumphant. .  Though  they  are  unable  to 
"  explain  the  particulars  of  what  they  read,  there  is  a 
glory  refulting  from  the  ivhoie^  which  animates  their 
'  hope  and  awakens  their  joy.     Of  this  kind  t  think  is 
that  vifion*,  in  which  the  apollle  faw  the  fervants  of 
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God,  who  wcrfe  fealed  in  their  foreheaas,  in  number 
a  hundred  and  forty- four  thoufand;  and  bcfides  thefc 
a^reat  multitude  which  no  man  could  number,  of 
all  Rations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues, 
ftood  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clo- 
thed with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands,  and 
,  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  Salvation  to^urGod, 
%uhich  futeth  upon  i1>e  throne^  and  iQ  the  Lamby  &C. 
I  confefs  myfeif  unable  to  expound  this  fubUme  paf- 
fage,  and  to  give  the  full  or  even  the  principal  fenfe. 
of  it  With  certainty,  -But  .that  it  has  fome  reference 
to  what  is  now  pafHng  within  the  vaiJ^  which  hid^s 
the  unfeen  world  from  our  view,  I  cannot  doubt.  I 
propofe  my  thoughts  upon  it  with  caution  and  diffi- 
dence. I  dare  not  fpeak  with  that  certainty  which 
1  feel  myfeif  warranted  to  ufe,  when  Ifet  before  you 
from  fcripture  the  great  truths  which  are  eflential  to 
u  Ufe  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God ;  yet  I  hope  to  ad- 
vance nothing  that  is  contrary  to  fcripture,  or  to  any 
dcdudions  fairly  and  juftly  drawn  from  it. 

Having  prcmifed  this  acknowledgment  of  my  in- 
competence^  to  decide  pofitively,  I  venture  'to  fay, 
that. by  the  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  fealed  in 
their  foreheads,  (a  definite  for  an  indefinite  number, 
which  is  frequent  in  fcripture-language),  I  under- 
ftand  thofe,  who,  living  to  mature  age,  and  where 
the  gofpel  is  afforded,  are  enabled. to  make  a  public 
and  vifible  profeffion  of  religion,  and  are  ixiarked  as 
it  were  in  their  foreheads,  and  known  to  whom  they 
belong,  by  their  oppn  and  habitual  Reparation  from 
the  fpirit  and  cuftoms  of  the  world  which  lieth  in 
wickednefs.  And  the  excet:ding  great  nmltitude, 
contradiftinguiflied  from  thefe,  I  conceive  to  be  thoie 
'  who  are  elfewhcre  ftyled  the  Lord's  hidden  ones  ;  and 
that  thefe  area  great  multitiide  indeed,  gathered  by 
him,  who  knows  them  that  arc  his,  -out  of  all  na- 
tions, and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues.  I 
may  diftribute  them  into  the  following  cla^ffes. 

La  I.  Injnnis. 
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!•  Iffafiis.     I  dunk  it  at  kaft  \&^j  probaUc^ 
that  when  our  Lord  faySt  S$ffer  little  cbiUrm  to  comt 
unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  offuch  is  tjke  king* 
dom  of  heaven  *,  he  does  not  only  intinute  tfafc  ne- 
ceffity  of  our  becoming  like  little  children  in  fimpitci- 
ty,  as  a  qualification  widiout  which  (as  he  ezprefsly 
declares  in  other  places)  we  canmit  enter  into  his. 
kingdom,  but  informs  us  of  a  fad,  that  the  number 
of  infants,  who  are  eflFe£tuaIly  redeemed  to  God  by 
his  blood,  fo  greatly  exceeds  the  aggregate  of  adult 
believers,  that,  comparatively  fpeaking,  his  kingdom 
may  be  faid  to  conflft  of  little  children.     The  apoftle 
fpeaks  of  them  as  not  having  finned  after  the  fmili* 
tude  of  Adanfs  tranfgreffion  f ,  that-  is,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  their  uiiderftanding  and  will.     And  when  he 
fays.    We  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of 
Chrift,   he  adds,    that   every  man  may  give  an  ew 
count  of  nvbat  he  has  dene  in  the  body,  nvbetber  it  be 
good  or  bad  %,     Biit  children  who  die  in  their  infan- 
cy have  not  done  any  thing  in   the  body,  either 
good  or  bad.     It  is  true,  they  are  by  nature  evil,  and 
muft,   if  faved,   be  the  fubjefU  of  a  fupematural 
change.     And  though  we  cannot  conceive  bow  tins 
diange  is  to  be  wrought,  yet  I  fuppofe  .few  are  fo 
rafli  as  to  imagine  it  impoflible  that  any  infants  can' 
|be  faved.  The  fame  power  that  produces  this  change 
in  fome,  can  produce  it  in  all ;  and  therefore  I  am 
willing  to  believe,  till  the  fcripture  forbids  me,  that 
infants,  of  all  nations  and  kindreds,  without  excep- 
tion, who  die  before  they  are  capable  of  finning  adT- 
ter  the  fimilitude  of  Adam's  tranf»effion,  who  nave 
done  nothing  in  the  body  of  whicn  they  can  give  an 
account,  are  included  in  the  eledion  of  nace.   Thej 
are  born  for  a  better  world  than  this ;  they  voSi  en- 
ter this  ftate  of  tribulation ;  they  quicklv  pais  through 
it  J    their  robes  are  nvifbed  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  and  they  are  admitted,  for  his  fake,  before 
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the  throne*  Should  I  be  aflced  to  draw  tbe  line,  to 
aflign  the  age  at  which  children  begin  to  be  account- 
able for  afiuaLfin,  it  would  give  me  no  pain  to  confefs 
my  ignorance.     Hye  Lord  inoweth. 

2.  A  peopU  hidden  among  the  moft  degenerate  com* 
munitieSf    civil  or ecclcftajiical^    that'  bear  the  name  of 
Christian  /  where  ignorance  and  fuperftitioni  or  errors, 
which,  though  more  refined,  are  no  lefs  contrary  to 
the  gofpel,  have  a  prevailing  dominion  and  influence. 
Wwi  can  be   more  deplorable,  in  the  view  of  an 
enlightened  and  benevolent  mind,  than  the  general 
ftate  of  the   Roman  and  Greek    churches !  where 
the  traditions,    inventions,  and  do£irines  of  men,  a 
train  of  pompous  and  burdenforhe  ceremonies,  a  de* 
pendence  upon  mafles,    penance,  and  pilgrimages, 
upon  legends   and  fi£litiou8  faints,  form  the  princi- 
{^features  of  the  public  religion.     Many  nations 
are  involved  in  this  grofs  darknefs,  but  they  are  not 
wholly  deftitute  of  the  fcripture  *,  fome  portions  of 
it  are  interwoven  with  their  authorifed  fonn^  of  wor« 
ihip  i  and  we  cannot  with  reafon  doubt  but  a  fuc- 
ceffion   of   individuals  among   them  have  been  ac* 
quainted  with   the  life  and  power  of  true  godlinefsj, 
notwithftanding  the  disadvantages  and  prejudices  of 
their  education.    There  are  likewife  amongft  Prote- 
ftants  fchemes   of  dodrine,  fupported  by  learning 
and  by  numbers,  which  are  not  more  conformable  to 
the  ftandard  of  the  New  Teftament  than  the  grofleft 
errors  of  Popery ;  and  yet  here  and  there  perfons 
may  be  met  wiui,  who,  by  the  agency  of  the  Hol]^ 
Spirit,  enabling  them  to  underftand  the  fcripturesyr 
are  made  wifer  than  their    teachers;     and    who» 
though  ftill  fettered  by  fome  miftakes  and  prejudices* 
give  evidence  in  the  main,  that  their  hcq;^  are  Qxed 
upon  the  only  atonement,  that  they  are  redeemed  to 
God,  and  are  partakers  of  that  faith  which  worketii. 
by  Icrve,  purifies    the  heart,   and  oveccometh  the 
world. 
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3.  I  will  go  one  ftep  farther.  The  inferences 
that  have  been  made  by  fome  perfons  from  the  A- 
poille  Peter's  words,  ^ hat  God  is  no  refpeBer  of 
perfons^  hut  in  ^  every  naikn^  he  thaifeartth  him,  and 
'worketh  right eoufnejs^  is  accepted  'with  him  *,  are, 
,  undoubtedly,  rafli  and  unicriplural.  They  would 
conclude  from  thence,  that  it  is  of  little  importance 
what  people  believe,  provided  they  are  fincere  in 
their  way  5  that  the  idolatrous  heathens,  even  the 
inoft  favage  of  them,  whofe  devotion  is  cruelty, 
who  pollute  their  worfhip  with  human  blood,  and 
live  in  the  priidice  of  vices  difgraceful  to  humanity, 
are  in  a  very  fafe  ftate,  becaufe  they  a£t,  as  it  is 
fuppofed,  according  to-  their  light.  But  if  tht  light 
which  is  in  them  be  darhtifs,  how  great  is  that  dark-- 
nefsl  Such  a  I2IX  candour  as  this  tends  to  make  the 
gofpel  unneceflary;  if  they  who  have  it  not  arc 
therefore  excufable,  though  they  neither  love  nor 
fear  God,  and  live  in  open  violation  of  the  law  of 
their  nature.  The  declaration,  that  without  holinefi 
no  man  fball  fie  the  Lord  \,  holds  univcrfally,  and 
without  a  fingle  exception.  But  if  we  fuppofe  a  hea^ 
theny  deftitute  of  the  means  of  grace,  by  which  con« 
verfion  is  ufualiy  wrought,  to  be  brought  to  a  fenfe 
of  his  mifery,  of  the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  world- 
ly things,  to  a  convidiion  that  he  cannot  be  happy 
without  the  favour  of  the  great  Lord  of  the  world, 
to  a  feeling  of  guilt,  and  a  defire.  of  mercy;  and 
that  though  he  has  no  explicit  knowledge  of  a  Sa- 
viour, he  direfts  the  cry  of  his  heart  to  the  unknown 
Supreme,  to  this  purport,  Ens  entium^  miferere  mei^ 
Father  ahd  fource  of  beings ^  have  mercy  upon  me  i 
Who  will  prove  that  fuch  views  and  deiifes  can  a- 
rife  in  the  heart  of  a  finner,  without  the  energy  of 
that  Spirit  which  Jefus  is  exaltc:d  to  beftow  ?  Who 
will  take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  his  blood  has  not 
(uffidient  efficacy  to  redeem  to  God  a   finner  who  is 
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thus  difpofed,  though  he  has  never  heard  of  his  name? 
Or  who  has  a  warrant  ro  aifirtn,  that  the  fuppofition  I 
have  m  ide  is,  in  the  n:^ture  of  things,  ioipqffible  to 
be  realifed?  15ut  I  ftop — I  do  not  often  amufe  you  with 
conje£lare.  And  though,  for  want  of  cxprefs  war- 
rant from  fcripturc  I  dare  not  give  the  fentiments  I 
have  now  offered  a  ftronger  name  than  probable,  or 
conjeftural,  I  h6pe  I  do  not  propofe  them  for  your 
amufemeht.  They  will  prove  to  your  advantage  and 
my  own,  if  they  are  helpful  to  guard  us  againft  a 
narrow^  harih,  and  dogmatical  fpiric  ;  and  if,  without 
abating  our  reverend  fubmiflion  to  the  revealed  will 
of  God|  they  have  a  tendency  to  confirm  our  views 
of  his  goodnefs,  and  the  power  and  compaffions  of 
the  great  Redeemer. 
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SERMON     XI.IX. 
The  Chorus  of  Angels. 

Ret.  t.,i2. 

Worthy  is  tie  Lami  tbat  was  Jlain,  to  receive  potuer^ 
and  riches  J-  and  nvifdom^  and  Jirength^  and  homier , 
and ghry^  andbleffing} 

IT  was  a  good  report  which  the  queen  of  Sheba 
heard,  in  her  own  landi  of  the  wifdom  and  glo- ' 
ry  of  Solomon.  It  kfiened  her  attachment  to  home, 
and  prompted  her  to  undertake  a  long  journey  to  vifit 
this  greater  King,  of  whom  (he  had  heard  io  much» 
She  went,  and  (he  was  not  difappointed.  Great  as 
the  expectations  were  which  (he  had  formed  from 
the  relation  made  her  by  others,  they  fell  (hort  of 
what  (he  (aw  and  heard  herfelf,  when  (he  was  ad* 
mitted  into  his  prefence.  Good,  likewife,  is  the  re* 
port  of  the  gofpel.  It  has  a  powerful  effe£t  upon 
thofe  who  receive  it  by  faith.  It  is  abundantly  fuf- 
ficient  to  convince  them  of  the  comparative  infigni- 
ficance  of  all  that  they  moil  admired  and  efteemed 
in  this  world.  From  that  hour  they  become  gran- 
gers and  pilgrims  upon  earth.  They  fet  out,  in  the 
way  which  God  has  prefcribed,  in  hopes  of  feeing 
him  who  is  greater  than  Solomon  ;  and  the  report 
they  h^ve  heard  of  him  is  their  fubjeft,  their  fong, 
and  their  joy,  while  they  arc  on  their  journey,  and 
their  great  fupport,  under  the  difficulties  they  meet 
with  on  the  road.  What  then  will  it  be  to  feebim^ 
as  he  is?  As  yet,  the  one  half  is  not  told  them » 
Or  at  lead  tbey  arc  not  yet  capable  of  conceiving 
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the  half,  or  the  thoafandth  part,  of  what  they  read' 
in  the  fcripture,  concerning  his  wifdbm,  his  glory^ 
and  his  grace.  We  weaken^  rather  than  enlargey, 
die  fenfe  of  fuch  a  pafiage  as  thist  by  our  feeble 
comments.  We  mud  die  before  we  can  underftand 
it.  To  the  bulk  of  mankind',  Wait  tie  gnat  teacher 
deaths  is  cold,  is  dangerous  advice.  If  diey  are  not 
taught  by  the  gofpel  while  they  live»  the  teaching  of 
death  will  be  too  late.  Dreadful  mil  be  the  condi- 
tion of  thofe  who  cannot  be  convinced  of  their  mif- 
takes,  till  repentance  and  amendment  will  be  im* 
pradricable.  But  death  will  be  a>  ^eat  teacher,  in- 
deed, to  a  believer;  he  will  then  know  more  by  a>'' 
glance,  and  in  a  moment,  of  the  happinefs  he  is  now 
expef^ng,  than  by  all  he  could  coiled)  from  the  en- 
qtnry  and  experience  of  a  long^  courfe  of  yearsj  in 
diis  world. 

The  fcenery  of  this  chapter,  if  att^tivelv  confi* 
dered,  is  fufficient  to  fnatch  our  thoughts  irom  die 
little  coi^emments  of  time,  and  to  give  us  fome  an- 
ticipation .  of  the  employments  and  enjoyments  of 
heaven.  Come,  all  ye  that  are  wearied  and  bur- 
dened with  afiU&ions  and  temptations,  look  up,  and 
£or  a  while,  at  lead,  foi^et  your  ibrrows !  The 
Lamb  is  upon  his  throne,  furrounded  by  a  multi- 
tude ~6f  his  redeemed  people,  who  once  were  affli£l- 
ed  and  burdened,  like  yourfelves  ^  but  now  all  teart^ 
are  wiped  from  their  eyes^  They  have  a  fong  pe^ 
culiarly  their  own,^  and  are  reprefented  as;  taking 
the  firftr  and  leading,  part  in  worihip  and  praife.  The 
angels  cannot  fing.  their  fong,  diey  were  not  re-^ 
deemed  to  God  by  his  blood ;  out  they,are  interefl>> 
ed  in  the  fubjis£l«  Their  higheft  views  of  the  msmi- 
fbld'  wifdom  of  God  are  derived  from  the  wonders 
of  redemption.  Therefore  they  join  in  the  chorus^: 
Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlaifty  t9  receive  power^ 
and  riches f  and  nmfdomi  and  flrength^  and  honour , 
and  ghryj  and  Uejfing.    If  you  hate  a  humble  Ix)pe 
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of  beating,  a  part  in  this  immortal  fong^  will  yoo 
hang  down  your  heads  like  a  bulruih,  becaufe  you 
have  the  honour  of  following  your  Liord>  through 
many  tribulations  to  his  kingdom  ? 

The  number  of  the  angek  is  exprefled  Indefinite- 
ly, ten  thoufand  times  ten   thoufand,  and  thoofands 
o\  thoufands;  myriads,  and  millions;  to  intimate  to 
uSy  that,  with  rerpe£i  to  our  capacities  and  concep- 
tionsi  they  aie  innumerable.   Their  number  is  known 
to  him  who  telUtb  the  number  of  the  Jiars^  and  ealUth 
them  all  by  their  natnej  *y  and   to   him  only.     The 
fcripture  intimates  a  diverfity^of  ranks  and  orders 
among    them^    Throne Sy   dominions y  principalitiesy  and 
powers;,    but  as  to    particulars,  there  is  little    {aid 
that  might  gratify  our  curiofity.     It  is  enough  for, 
us  to  know,  that  the ,  higheft  of  them,  and  that  all 
of  them  worihip  hiro  who  is  clothed  in  our  nature. 
My  text  cxprefsly  mfoims  us,  that  the  ckytdi  of  their 
worlhip  is  the  Lamb  that  was^ain,.    Not  that  the  huk 
manity  of  Chrift,  which  is  but  a  creature,  is,  (im- 
ply and  formally,  the .  objefi  of  their  wor(hip ;  but 
they  WOT  111 ip  him  wiio  has  afiumed  the  human  na^ 
ture  into  pcffonal  imion  with  himfelf  \  God  tnanifejl 
in   the  fitfiy    God  in  Chrift.      Though   the   world 
cenfure   or  dei'pife  us  for  honouring  the  Son  as  tve 
honour  the  Father  f ,  we   have   here    a  good   prece- 
dent, as  we  have  in  many  places  of  fcripture,  the 
warrant  of  an  exprefs  command.     Whether  men  are 
pleafed  or  not,  we  will,,  we  mujty  worfhip  the  Lamb 
that   was  flain.     To  animate   our  devotion,  let   u& 
thaiikfuUyvConiider,  Why  he  wa&ilain^  and  How  he 
was  flain. 

I.  Why  he  was  Jlain,  The  redeemed  fay.  For  »/. 
He  loved  us,  and  wa/hed  us  from  our  fni  in  his  o'wn 
blood  %*  They  were  finners  and  enemies  :  they  were 
Saves  to  (lu  and  Satan ;  yet  he  loved'  them,  and 
died  to  redeem  them.     It  la  by  virtue  of  his  blood 
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and  death  that  they  arc  n6w  before  the  throne.  No- 
thing jefs  than  his  death  could  have  mad^  tficm  duly 
fenfible  of  their  mifefy,  nothing  lefs  could  have  re- 
lieved them  from  it.  He  was  lifted  up  upon*  the 
crofs,  that  by  the  powerful  magnetifm  of  his  dying 
lovcj^hc  might,  in  the  hour  of  his  grace,  draw  their 
hearts  to  himfelf  *.  This  was  the  defign,  this  was 
the  eflfcft  of  his  fufFerings.  ,A  crucified  Saviour, 
though  a  ftumbling-block  to  the  fdf'-righteous,  and 
fooliftinefs  to  vain  reafoners,  was  to  them  the  power 
and  the  wifdom  of  God  for  falvation.  They  looked 
unto  him,  and  were  enlightened ;  they  trufted  inhim^ 
and  were  not  afhamed.  By  faith  in  his  name,  they 
obtained  peace  with  God,  they  renounced  the  ways 
of  fin,  they  warred  thq  good  warfare,  they  overcame 
the  world,  and  were. at  length  made  more  than  con- 
querors, for  his  fake  they  endured,  the  crofs,  and 
defp.ifed  the  ihame.  They  met  with  bad  treatment 
from  the  world,  but  it  was  from  the  world  that  cru- 
cified him.  While  they  were  hdre  their  charafterg ' 
were  obfcured  by  their  own  imp(;rfe£t:ions,  and  by  ■ 
the  mifreprefentatioDs  and  reproaches  of  their  cnc- 
mies.  But  now  their  reproach  is  removed,  and  they 
Jhine^  each  cm  like  thejun^  in  the  kingdom  rf  their  Fa^ 
ther  f .  What  an  immenfe  copftellation  of  fims  f 
This  their  full  Yalvation  was  the  joy  f^t  before  hi tn, 
for  the  fake  of  which  he  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  Hie  death  of  the  crofs.  And  now  they  fee  him 
as  he  is,  they  afcribe  all  their  victories  and  honours  ta 
him,  and  unite  in  one  fong  of  endlcfo'praile  to  the 
Lamb  that  was  flain. 

JI,  Tbeir  praifcs  are  heightened,  when,  they  cotn 
fidci','  Hd*(v  he  pasjiain.  He  did  not  die  a  natural 
death;  He  was  shin.  Nor  did  he  faH  like  a  hero>  ' 
by  an  honourable  wouh^  in  the  iiekl  of  battle.  The* 
impreifion  which  the  death  of  tlie  late  Generat  Wolfe* 
i&»de  upon  the.  public,  is  not  yet  quite  forgotten. 
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He  conqueied  for  us^  but  it  coft  him  )m  life*  But 
lie  died  hcmourablyj  and  was  lamented  by  his  cooik 
Hj.  Not  fo  the  Lamb  of  God.  He  died  the  death 
of  a  flaTe,  of  a  malefador.  Cruelty,  malice,  and 
contempt,  combined  to  give  his  fufferings  erery  po£- 
fible  aggravation.  And  alter  he  nvaj  jlain,  very  feyr 
laid  it  to  heart.  The  world  went  oa  as  it  did  beforcj 
as  though  nothing  extraordinary  hadhappened«  But 
on  this  dark  ground  the  perfeAions  of  God  were 
difplayed  in  their  fulleft  luilre ;  and  they  are  the 
pcrfe&ions  of  the,  great  Redeemer,  and  therefore 
diftinAljr  afcribed  to  him  by  the  angels  in  the  words- 
which  n>llow — Povtery  and  nmsdom^'  and  richesy  ani 
Jlreikgthi  andhomtir^  f^ni^^Jt  andUeffing. 

llbough  each,  of  thefe  words  have  a  diftinA  fenfe^ 
a  nicety  in  dcikuhg  them,  and  ftating  their  precife 
meaning,  is  of  lefs  importance  than  to  feel  the  com- 
bined efficacy  of  them  aU^  to  imprefs  our  hearts  with 
ientiments  of  reverence,  confidence,  and  love.  The 
fulnefs  of  expreffion  may  teach  vs,  that  every  kind  of 
excellence  is  the  indubitable  right  and  poflbffion  of 
the  Lamb  that  was  ilatn.  He  is  worthy  to  have  them 
all  attributed  to  him  m  the  nooft  abfoliute  fenfe,  and 
confequent^  worthy  of  our  adoration,  dependence^ 
andpraifc 

t.  Power.  It  is  fpoken  osce,  yea  twice  we  have 
heard  the  fame,,  that  povifir  belongih  unto  G&d^*  It 
belongeth  to  hkn  eminently  and  exduCvely.  All  the 
power  of  creatures  is  derived  from  liim,  Such  is  the 
|K)wer  of  die  Lamb.  HfB  ftyles  himfelf  o'  oxeil}M^^«/^f, 
the  Omnipoient»  die  Upholder  and  Pofleflbr  of  all 
doings.  He  exercifedi  diis  power  in  the  human  na- 
ture |.  He  doiti  what  if  pUasiA  in  the  armits  ef 
hiovin^  and  among  the  inhaSUants  iftheeartb%\  and 
aone  can  ftay  his  haod^  or  fay  unto  him^  What  deest 
^^eti  P  He  has^  thexejEbre,  aU-fufficiene|i  aiid  uncon. 
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trottlable  authority^  for  the  difcharge  of  his  office,  as 
the  Mediator  and  Head  of  his  church.  The.  divine 
perfeAions,  being  mfinite,  are  not  diftinfl  in  them- 
(elves,  though  the  fcripture,  in  condefcenfion  ta  our 
weaknefsy  authorifes  us  to  fpeak  of  them  as  diftin* 
guifhable.  God  is  one.  And  the  Power  which  can 
preferve  and  govern  the  world,  involves  in  the  idea 
of  it  every  other  excellence,  which  are  feparately. 
mentioned  in  this  pafiage. 

2.  Wydom,  He  is  the  only  wife  Gad,  and  our  &^ 
vhur  *.  His  knowledge  is  perfeS:,  his  plan  is  per- 
fect. In  himfelf  he  is  efientially  the  wifdohi  of  God  fj 
and  he  is  our  wifdom  :|:.  It  i&  life  etemai  to  hww 
the  only  true  Cm/jI,  and  therefore  it  is  jife  eternal  to 
hnow  Jefus  Chrift  whom,  he  hath  fent.  For  he  is  the 
only  way,  and  the  only  door  to  this  knowledge ;  no 
one  can  come  unto  God,  or  attain  to  any  juft  con* 
ceptions  of  him,  but  in  and  by  the  Son  af  his  love,, 
who  fo  perfedily  reprefents  God  to  us,  is  fo  com* 
pletely  the  brightneb  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs 
image  of  his  perfon,  that .  whofo  hath  feen  him> 
hath  feen  the  Father  $.  By  him  is  opened  Ur  us  the 
unfearchable  wifdom  of  the  divine  counfels,  particu<> 
Jarly  in  the  great  work  of  redemption.  N^  one  bath 
feen  God  at  any  time  \  the  only  begotten  Sony  wha  is  im 
the  bofom  tf  the  FatbeTf  he  bath  revealed  him  %.  It  is 
by  wifdom  communicated  from  him,  dut  h»  people 
wre  made  wife  imto  falvation.  Thoi^j^  there  are  few 
fcholars  and  philofophers  among  them,  and  many  of 
tbem  are  deipifed  for  their  igqorance  and  weakaefs^ 
yet  in  truth  the|  have  all  a  good  underftanding,  for 
diey  know  the  Iiprd  and  his  will;  they  know  whexe* 
in  their  broper  happineiEs  ^nfifts,  and  how  it  is  to  be 
obtained  They  are  inftru&ed,  how  to  walk  and  to 
jdeafe  God,  how  to  bear  affli&ipna  with  padence,  and 
to  meet  death  with  compofnre.  This  wi£lom  is  far 
fiapetior  to  that  of  the  fchools.    Bitt  He  beftows  and 
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maintains  It.  The  eyes  of  their  mind  are  opened , 
arid  they  fee  by  his  light  ;  but  they  have  no  light  of 
their  own,  or  in  thcmfelves.  They  wait  upon  him 
fop  diredtion  in  every  difficulty,  for  the  folution  of 
every  hard  queftion  which .  perplexes  their  fpirits  j 
and  he  makes  the  crooked  ftraight,  teaches  them  to 
avoid  the  fnares  that  are  laid  for  them,  or  extricates 
them  wtien  entangled.  Therefore  in  time,  and  to 
eternity,  they  will  admire  and  adore  his  wifdom. 

3-  Riches,  All  the  (lores  of  mercy,  grace,  and 
comfort,  are  in  him,  as  light  in  the  fun,  or  w^ter  in 
.the  ocean.  The  apoftle,  fpeaking  of  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ  "^^  gives  us  the  idea  of  a  mine,  the 
height,  length,  depth,  and  breadth  of  which  cannot ' 
be  inveftigatcd,  nor  the  immenfe  wealth  it  contains 
exhauiled.  Of  this  fulnefs  the  poor  are  invited  to 
receive  freely,  and  multitudes  from  age  to  age  have 
been  enriched,  and  the  treafare  is  ftllJ  undiminifhed., 
None  are  fent  away_ empty;  and  when  all  have  been 
fiipplied,  it  will  be- full  as  at  firft. 

4.  Strength.  That  energy  and  efficacy  of  hi& 
power,  by  which  he  accomplifhes  his  holy  purpofcs^ 
Who  can  conceive  of  this  ?  How  juft  is  the  Pfalm- 
ift's  reafoning,  He  that  formed  the  eye^  shall  not  he 
sh  t  He  that  planted  the  ear^  shall  not  he  hear  f  ^ 
So  we  may  fay,  How  ftrong  is  he  from  whom  all 
created  ftrength  is  derived,  and  before  whom  the 
(Irength  of  all  creatures,  if  colleAcd  into  one  effort, . 
would  be  as  chaff  before  the  whirlwind  f  1  he  Lord 
of  all  power  and  might  fpeaks,  and  it  is  done;  he 
commandeth,  and  it  ftandeth  fall.  Though  'the 
waves  of  the  ftormy  fea  tofs  themfclves,  they  cannot 
prevail  J ;  he  checks  them  in  the  height  of  their  rage^ 
letting  bounds  to  their  violence  which  they  cannot 
pafs,  faying.  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come  and  no  fart  her y 
and  here  shall  thy  proud  billows  be  stayed  jf.  With 
equal  fovereignty,  certainty,  and  eafe,  he  rules  over 
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moral  agents.  He  formed  the  heart  of  man,  and  he 
can  .fill  it  with  terror  or  with  comfort  in  a^moment^ 
in  any  ailignable  drcumflances.  ^He  can  make  it 
happy  in  a  dungeon  *»  or  impref»  it  with  difmay  and 
delpair  upon  a  throne  f  Ail  hearts  are  thus  inceC- 
fantly  under  his  influence.  And  the  hedge  of  his 
promife  and  prote£l:ion  furrounds  tl^ofe-  who  truft  in 
him,  as  with  mountains,  and  walls  of  brafs  and  fire, 
impenetrable  to  the  afiauhs  of  the  powers  of  darknefs, 
unlefs  fo  far  as  he,  for  wife  and  holy  ends,  istpleafed 
to  give  permifficn.  With  the  arm  of  his  ftrength  he 
upholdeth  them  that  are  fallings  and  raifith  ,up  them  that 
are  bowed  down  %y  and  is^  in  6ne  ancl  the  fame  in* 
(tant,  a  prefcnt  and  immediate  help  in  trouble  to 
all  who  call  upon  himj|.  Therefore  they  that  abide 
under  his  iliadow  are  fafe  \  they  pafs  unhurt  through 
floods  and  flames,  becaufe  their  Redeenii^r  is  (Irong. 
And  when,  in  defiance  of  all  their  enemies,  he  has 
brought  them  together  in  his  heavenly  kingdom,  they 
will,  with  one  confent,  afcribe  unto  the  Lord  glory 
and  ftrength. 

5    Honour,     He  is  the   fountain  of  it.     All  the 
honour  of  his  creatures,  and  of  his  people,  is  from 
Lim ;  as  the  fun  beautifies  and  gilds  the  obje£l:s  he 
ihtnes  upon,  which,  without  him,  are  opaque  and 
obfcure.     Becaufe  his  people  are  precious  in  his  fight, 
they  are  honourable*     He  clothes  them  iviih  ike  gar^r 
ments  of  falvation^  covers  them  nmth  o  robe  of  righ-^ 
teoufne/sf    as  a   bridegroom  decketh .  hi^nfelf  with  orna^ 
mentSy  as  a  bride  adorncth  herjeif  with\}eweh^*     But 
who  can  fpeak  of  his  own  inherem  honour,  as  God*^ 
man,  and  Mediator  I    We  muft  wsut  till  we  fee  him, 
'  without  a  cloud  or  vail,  receiving  the  homage  and 
adoration  of  angels  and  men.     For  as  yet  the  one 
half  cannot  be  told  us  I   Then,  however,  it  will  b^ 
unlverfally  known^  that  he  who  poflefles  t&e  fulnefs  of 

*  wifdi^Bi 
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vifdom  and  power,  riches  and  ftrengthj  U  wordiv  to 
receive  all  honour.  Ah !  how  diffarent  will  he  tlien 
appears  it^^^^  that  humble  fonri  he  once  afTumed^ 
when,  for  our  fakes,  he  M^as  a  man  of  forrows,  de- 
fpifed,  reje&ed,  and  nailed  to  the  ignominious  crofs  ! 

6.  Ghrj.  The-manifeftation  of  God,  that  hf 
which  he  is  known  and  ms^nified,  in  the  view  of  fi« 
nite  intelligences }  the  refult,  the  combined  effulgence 
of  his  hotine&i  grace,  wifdom,  truth,  and  love :  thfs 
is  his  glory,  and  diis  glory  is  revealed  and  difplayed 
in  Chrift.  He  is  glorious  in  his  works  of  creation* 
and  providence,  but  thefe  do  not  fully  exhibit  his^ 
chara£ier.  But  in  the  Lamb  Ppon  the  throne  \m 
glory  (hines,  full*brbed.     And  all  in  heaven,  and  all 

.  in  earth,  who  behold  it,  take  up  the  fing  of  Mtsfes 
and  the  Lamb  *,  Who  is  like  unto  thee^  O  Lord?  Who 
is  like  unt4  thee  ?  Glorious  in  holinefs^  fearful  la. 
praifes^  doing  tvonders  I  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy 
nvorksy  Lord  God  Alnugbty !  Jufi  and  true  are  thy 
nvays^  thou  King  rf faints  f  / 

7.  Bleffing.  He  is  the  author  of  all  bleflings,  o£ 
all  the  happinefs  and  good  which  his  people  receive, 
and  he  is  the  deferved  obje£i  of  their  univerfal  praift. 
The  different  fenfes  in  which  we  ufe  the  word  bltffmg^ 
taketi  together,  may  exprefs  that  intercourfe  or  com- 
munion which  is  between  the  Head  and  the  myftic^I 
members  of  his  body.  He  blefles  them  effeSutJly 
with  the  light  of  his  countenance,  with  liberty,  grace, 
and  peace.  He  blefles  ihtm  daily^  His  mercies  are 
renewed  to  them  every  morning.  He  will  bkfs  them 
eternally^     Bleffed  are  the  people  who  have  this  Lprd 

for  their  God  They  can  make  him  no  fuitable  re- 
turns, yet  in  their  way  they  blefs  him.  They  admire, 
adore,  and  praife  him.  They  call  upon  all  the  powers 
of  their  fouls  to  bkfs  him.  They  proclaim  his  good*^ 
neS»t  ind  that  he  is  worthy  to  receive  the  afcriptioa 
of  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and 

lu>nouz^> 
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honoari  and  glory,  and  bkffii^*  In  proportion  to 
their  attainments  in  this  delightful  exercife  of  worihip^ 
loire,  and  gratitude,  they  enjoy  a  heaven  upon  earth; 
and  to  (land  before  him  continually,  to  behold  his 
glory ,^  to  live  under  the  unclouded  beams  of  his  fa- 
vour, and  to  be  able  to  blefs  and  praife  him  as  they 
ought,  widiout  wearinefs,  abatement,  interruptiont 
or  end,  is  what  they  mean  when  they  fpeak  of  the 
heaven  they  hope  for  hereafter.  Such  is  the  blefied* 
nefs  of  thofe  who  have  already  died  in  the  Lord. 
They  fee  his  face,  they  drink  of  the  rivers  of  pkafore 
which  are  at  hi^  right  hand,  they  caft  down  their 
cfowns  before  him,  and  fay.  Thou  art  worthy.*— Xtf 
us  not  bejlothfid  %  hutfMom)irs  of  tbtm  who^  tbretdgb 
fiiib  mndpaiwict^  have  finilhed  their  coarfe,  and  aie 
entered  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord. 

Of  all  this  f^toxj  and  luxiour  the  fcnptuie  declares 
tlie  Lamb  that  was  ilatn  to  be  worthy^  Wifdom, 
riches,  and  ftrengtby  are  his*  His  power  is  infinite, 
hisauthoritv  fupreme.  He  is  the  author  and  giver  of 
all  good.  He  has  life  in  himfelf,  and  he  is  the  life 
of  all  that  live  i  the  Lord  and  Head  of  the  church, 
and  of  the  umycsfe«  Can  language  exprefs,  or  can- 
heart  conceive^  a  higher  afcriptioo  and  acknowledge 
ment  than  this  ?  ^Can  all  tlus  be  due  to  a  creature, 
to  one  of  a  derived  and  dependent  charafbez  l  Then 
furely  the  fcripture  would  have  a  dire£k  tendency  to 
promote  idolatry.  Far  be  ihe  thought  from  us  I  The 
fcripture  teaches  us  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God> 
and  the  wor&ip  due  to  him.  Therefore  Messiah/ 
the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  is  the  true  God,  the  proper 
and  immediate  objeA  of  the  worlhip  of  ang^  and  of 
sieo. 

Let  us  therefore  take  up  a  lamentation  £or  thofe 
who  flight  the  glorious  Redeemer,,  and  refufe  htm 
the  honour  due  to  bis  name. .  Their  miflake  (hould 
excite,  not  our  anger  or  fcom,   but  our  pity  and 

prayers. 
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prayers.     Arc  there  any  fuch  amongft  us  ?     Alas, 
n>y  fellow- finneis,  you  know  not  what  you  do  !  Alas, 
you  know  him  not,  nor  do  you  know  yourfelves.     I 
am  well  aware  that  a  thoufand  arguments  of  mine 
will  not  perfuade  you  5  but  I  can  fimply'  tell  you 
what  would  foon  make  you  at  lead  defirous  of  adopt- 
ing our  fentiments  upon  this  fubje£h.     If  he  who  has 
that  power  over  the  heart  which  I  have  been  fpeak- 
ing  of,  was  pleafed  to  give  you  this  moment  a  fenfe 
of  the  holinefs  and  authority  of  God,  and  of  your 
cohdudi  towards  him  as  his  creatures,  your  (Irongeft 
objeAions  to  the  high  honours  we  attribute  to  the 
Saviour  would  this  moment  fall  to  the  ground ;  and 
you  would  be  immediately  convinced,  that  either  Je- 
fus  Chrift  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life,  or  that 
you  muft  perifli'     You  would  no  longer  expeft  mer- 
cy, but  m  a  way  perfe^ly  confonant  with  the  rightc- 
oufnefs  and  truth  of  God,  declared  in  his  word^   and 
with  the  honour  and  purity  of  his  moral  government. 
This  would  lead  you  to  perceive  the  neceffity  of  an 
atonement,  and  the  infufficiency  of  any  atonement, 
but  that  which  the  Lamb  of  God  has  made  by  the  fa- 
crifice  of  himfelf  *  5  and  that  the  efficacy  even  of  his 
media^tion  depends  upon  his  divine  chara£ker.    The 
fcriptural  do£trines  of  the  depravity  of  man,  the*  ma- 
lignity oi  fin,  the  eternal  power  and  Godhead  of  the 
Saviour,  the  neceffity  and  efficacy  of  his  mediation, 
and  the  inevitable,  extreme,  and  cndlefs  mifery  of 
.  thofe  who  finally  rejedl  him,  are  fo  elcSfely  connefted, 
that  if  the  firft  be  rightly  underftood,  it  will  open  the 
mind  to  the  reception  of  the  reft.     But  till  the  firft 
be  known  and  felt,  the  importance  and  certainty  of 
the  others  will  be  fufpe£lcd,  if  not  openly  denied 

Though  the  do£trines  I  have  enumerated  are,  in 
thefe  fccptical  days,  too  generally  difputed  and  con- 
tradided,  I  am  fully  cpnfident  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
demonftratc  them  to  be  falfe.    Upon  the  loweft  fup- 

pofition, 
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pofition,  therefore,  they  poffibly  may  be  true  5  and , 
the  confcquences  depending  upon  them,  if  they 
fliould  be  fpund  true  at  laft,  are  fo  Taftly  momen-' 
tous,  that  even  the  peradventure,  the  pofibility  of 
their  truth,  render  them  defcrving  of  your  moft  fc- 
Tious  confideration.  Trifle  with  yourfelves  no  longer. 
If  they  be  truths,  they  arc  the  truths  of  God.  Upon 
the  fame  authority  ftands  the  truth  of  that  gracious 
promife,  that  he  will  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
that  aik  him.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  make  the  ex- 
periment. This  is  the  proper  point  to  begin  with. 
Inftead  of  in<iulging  reafonings  and  fpeculatiotis^ 
humble  yourfelves  before  the  Lord,  and  pray  for  the 
light  and  influence  which  he  has  faid  he  will  aflFord 
to  them  who  are'willing  to  be  taught.  'Read  the 
fcripture  with  deliberation,  and  do  not  labour  to  f  of  • , 
tify  yourfelves  againft  convidion.  Break  oflF  from 
thofe  pradices,  which  yo^r  own  confciences  admo- 
nifh  you  cannot  be  pleaQng  to  him  who  is  of  purer 
eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity.  Then  Jhall  you  knonv^ 
if  you  wll ^Jincerety  follow  on  U  know  the  Lord** 
But  if  not,  if  you  \vill,  in  a  fpirit  of  levity,  prefump 
to  decide  upon  points  which  you  will  not  allow 
yourfelves  ferioufly  to  examine,  (hould  you  at  laft 
perifh  in  your  obllinacy  and  unbelief,  your  ruin  will 
be  of  yoi^tfelves.  -You  have  been  faitfxfuUy  warned^ 
and  we  ihall  be  clear  of  your  blood. 

*  Hof.  VV3. 
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l^Ani  every  creature  which  if  in  heaven,  and  on  the 
earthy  and  under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the 
fea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  Heard  I,  fayingt']  BlHf^ 
ing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  mm 
ibatjtteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lrnni  for 
ever  and  ever* 

M£N  hvrc  generadlT  agreed  to  dignify  their 
prefumptuotts  suid  arrogant  difquifitions  oa 
dAs  and  wajs  of  God  with  the  name  of  w/^ 
ebm :  though  the  pTincipk$  upon  which  they  pro» 
ceed,  and  the  conclufions  which  they  draw  from 
them>  are  for.  the  moft  part  evident  proofs  of  their 
depravity  and  folly.  Inftead  of  admiring  the  effe^x 
of  his  wifdom  and  power  in  the  creationi  they  nave 
raflUy  endeavoured  to  inveftigate  the  manner  of  its 
produ£Hon.  A  variety  of  hypothefes  have  been  in^ 
vented  to  account  for  the  formation  of  the  worlds 
and  to  ftate  the  laws  by  which  the  frame  of  nature 
is  governed  i  and  thefe  different  and  inconfiftent  ao* 
counts  have  been  defended  with  a  magifterial  tone  of 
certainty,  and  an  air  of  demonftration,  by  their  re* 
fpedive  autborSi  as  though  they  had  been  byftanders^ 
and  fpe£lators,  when  G<^  fpoke  all  things  into  be- 
ing, and  produced  order  out  of  confuGon  by  the 
word  of  his  power.  They  have  however  been  mu4i 
more  fuccefsful  in  fliowing  the  abffurdity  of  the 
fchemes  propofed  by  others,  t^an  in  reconcilbg  their 
own  to  the  lober  dictates  of  plain  common  fenfe* 

But 


Sen  50.  The  Universal  Choruu  261 

Bat  if,  by  indulging  their  fpeculations  on  the  crea« 
tioh  of  the  world,  the  caufes  of  the  delude,  and  (i- 
mSar  fobjeds,  their  employment  has  been  no  better 
than  weaving  Riders  ivebs;  flic  rcfult  of  their  rca- 
foning  on  morak  has  been  much  worfe.  Here  they 
have  with  much  tnduftry  hatthei  cfickatrice^ggs  *  ^ 
and  their  labours  have  been  not  only  fallacious,  but 
mifchievous.  Their  metaphyfical  refearches,  while 
they  refufe  the  guidance  of  revelation,  if  purfued  to 
their  juft  confequences,  will  always  lead  into  the  la« 
bvriiiths  of  fcepticifm,  weaken  the  fenfe  of  moral 
obligation,  rbb  the  mind  of  tlie  mod  powerful  mo* 
tives  of  right  conduft,  and  of  the  only  confolations 
which  can  afford  it  folid  fiiipport  in  an  hour  of 
trouble.  One  infuperable  difficulty  which  they  will 
undertake  to  folve,  though  it  does  not  properly  lie  in 
their  way,  is  concerning  the  origin  of  evil*  That 
evil  is  in  the  world,  is  lelt  and  confefied  univerfally. 
The  gofpel  points  out  an  eficftual  method  of  deliver- 
ance  from  iti  but;  alas,  the  Ample  and  infallible 
reitiedy  is  negkdicd,  and  men  weary  themfelves  with 
vain  enquiries. 

And  find  no  en4t  in  'ufand'ring  mazes  hst. 

The  more  they  reafon,  the  more  they  involve  them- 
'  felves  in-  uncertainty  and  error,  till  at  laft  they  make 
lies  their  refuge,  and  adopt,  with  implicit  credulity, 
as  fo  many  undoubted  axioms,  opinions,  which  are 
equally  dimonourable  to  God,  and  cohtradi&ory  to 
truth  and  experience  f.  Thus  much  is  certain,  that 
by  the  occafion  of  evil,  the  chara£i:er  of  God  is  ma« 
nifefted  with  fliperior  glory  to  the  view  of  angels 
and  men,  who  are  in  a  ftate  of  holinefs  and  allegi- 
ance, and  an  higher  acceh£  is  thereby  given  to  their 
pmifes>  for  now  his  juftice  and~his  mercy,  which 
could  not  have- been  otherwife  known^  are  revealed 

ia 

^lf.lix.5*  \%li:atfiu.lU 


262  Tl^e  Universal  Chorus.  Ser.  50. 

.  '  0 

m  the  ftrongcft  light ;  and  the  redemption  of  finners 
affords  the  brighteil  difplay  of  his  wifdom  and  love. 

The  redeemed!  are  rcprefented  as  taking  the  firft 
part  in  this  fublimc  fong,  verfe  8, — lo.  The  angels 
join  in  the  chorus,  verfe  11,  12.  which  now  becomes 
univerfal.  '  All  the  angels,  all  the  faints  upon  the 
earth,  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  or  hadest  whether 
their  bodies  are  buried  under  the  earth,  or  in  the  fea, 
with  one  heart,  a^m,  and  voice,  unite  in  worfhip  and 
praife.  In  the  preceding  verfe,  Blejfmg^  and  honour^ 
and  glory  ^  and  pQ^wer^  are  afcribfed  unto  the  Lamb; 
but  here  the  afcriptibn  is  unta  Him  that  fitttth  upon 
the  throne y  and  unto  the  Lamb,  I  (hall  hot  add^  to 
what  I  have  already  obferved  to  you  from  the  words 
of  the  doxology.  A  few  remarjcs,  which  offer  from 
this  verfe  taken  in  conneftion  with- the  former,  will 
bring  me  to  a  conclufion  of  the  whole  fubjedi.  ^  And 
oh !  for  a  cgal  of  fire  from  the  heavenly  altar  to  warm 
your  hearts  and  mine,  that  our  love,  joy,  and  grati- 
tude may  be  awakened  into  lively  exercife,  and  that 
the  clofe  of  our  meditations  on  the  MeJJtah  may  leave 
us' deeply  impreffed  with  defires  and  well-grounded 
hopes  of  meeting  ere  long  before  the  throne,  to  join 
,  with  the  angels  and  the  redeemed  in  finging  the 
praife  of  God  and  the  Lamb  ! 

I.  The  Lord  Jefus  is  not  only  the  head  of  the 
church  redeemed  from  among  men,  but  of  the 
whole  intelligent  .creation  that  is  in  willing  fubjec- 
tion  to  God.  It  belonged  to  his  great  defign  t^ 
gather  together  in  one^^  (to  reduce  under  one  head, 
as  the .  Greek  expreffioii  is),  even  in  himfelf,  all 
things  that  are  in  kea*ven  and  upon  earth.  He  is  the 
Lord  and  the  life  both  of  angels  and  of  men.  Muta- 
bility and  dependence  are  effential  to  the  ftate  of  crea« 
tures,  however  exalted ;  and  the  angels  in  glory  owe  • 
their  prcfervation  and  confirmation  in  holineis  and 
happinefs  t6  him.     Hence  they  are  (lylcd  the  ele£i 

*  Epb.  I.  le. 
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ang^s  *y  in  di(lin£tion   from  thofe  who  left  theij 
firil  habitation,  and  funk  into  (in  and  mifery.    Angels 
therefore  conftitute  a    branch  pf  that  great  family 
which  is  named  of  him  in  heaven  and  earth.     And 
having  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  he  has 
effe^led  a  reconciliation,  nor  only  between  God  and 
(Innersy  but   alfo  between  angels  and  men.    vHow 
thofe  inhabitants  of  light  are  difpoftd  to  finful  men, 
confidcred  as  (inful,  we  may  learn  from  many  paiTa- 
ges  of  fcripture.     They  aie  devoted,  to  God,  filled 
with  zeal  for  his  honour,  and  wait  but  for  his  com- 
mand to  execute  vengeance  upon  his  enemies.    When 
Herod,  infatuated  by  his  pride,  and  by  the  flattery  of 
the  multitude,  received   their  idolatrous  compliment 
witlv  complacence,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  fmot^  bim^  ^ 
hecaufe  he  gave  not  God  the  glory  f .     The  peftilence 
whicn  deftroyed  the  people  towards  the  end  of  Da- 
iVid's  reign,  was  under-  the  dire£lion  of  an  angel  J, 
and  David  faw  him  with  his.  arm   ftretchcd  out  a- 
cainft  Jerufalem.     And  in  this  prophefy  angels  are 
fpoken  of  as  employed  in  pouring  forth  the  vials  of 
wrath  upon  the  earth.     And  Hill  they  are  ready,  we 
may  believe,  to  avenge  their  Maker's  caufe  upon  the 
wicked,  when  they  are  commiflioncd-     And  it  the 
hiftory  of  modern  times  was  written  by  an  infpircd 
'  pen,  and  events,  as  in  the  fcriptures,  were  afligned 
to  their  proper  caufes,  perhaps  the  death  of  many 
a  haughty  worm'  would  be  recorded  in  words  to  this 
cffeft — jf^fid  an  angel  of  the  Lord  fmote  him^  hecaufe 
he  gave  not  God-  the  glory.     But,  viewing  finners  as 
the  fubjefts  of  redemption,    the   angtls  copy  from 
theij:  Lord.    They  regard  them  with  benevolence,  and 
rejoice  over  everyone  that  repenteth||.     They  wil- 
lingly attend  on  them,  ^nd  alhil  them,  in  ways  be- 
yond our  conception.     They  cfteem  believer^  in  Je- 
fus.as  their  fellow*fcrvants  ^     We  have  reafon  tb 

think, 
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think,  that  they  are  prefent  in  our  worfiiTpptng  «f- 
fembUes ;  and,  perhaps,  always  fo  prefent,  diat  they 
cottU  difcover  themfelves  to  us  in  a  moment,  were 
it  confiftcnt  with  the  rules  of  the  dirine  government 
eftabliihed  in  this  lower  world,  fuited  to  the  ftate  of 
thofe  who  are  to  walk  by  faith,  not  by  fight.  Thus 
far,  however  differing  in  other  refpefts,  the  angels 
and  the  redeemed  are  united  and  related  in  one 
common  head,  and  have  fellowfhip  in  worfhip  and 
fervice.  V/^hen  finners  are  enabled  by  grace  to  re- 
nounce this  world,  they  are  admitted  to  an  honour- 
able alliance  with  a  better. 

IL  From  hence  we  may  form  fome  judgment  of 
the  true  nature  and  high  honour  of  that  fpiritual 
worfiiip,  which  is  the  privilege  and  glory  of  the 
church  of  God  tinder  the^  gofpel-difpenfation.  When 
we  meet  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  as  his  people,  and 
with  a  due  obfervance  of  his  ihftitutions,  we  come 
to  the  innumeraUe  company  tf  angels^  and  to  the  gene-* 
rai  o£mblj  and  dmrcb  oj  the  Jirft  born  *,  the  firft 
bom  ones,  (for  die  expreflion  is  plural).  We  draw 
nigh,  by  faith,  to  the  very  gate  of  heaven,  to  the 
holidll  of  ail.  Men  unacquainted  with  fpirituality, 
are  foon  weary  even  of  the  forni  of  worfhip,  unleis 
their  minds  are  amufed  by  a  fplendid  ceiemonial. 
The  firft  rife  and  fubfequent  increafe  of  that  pomp 
and  pageantry,  which  m  fome  countries  has  quite 
obfcured  the^  fimplicity  and  beauty  of  g(^pel*worihip, 
is  to  be  afcribed  to  this  indifpofition  of  the  human 
mind.  Our  thoughts,  while  we  are  in  a  natural  ftate, 
are  too  weak  and  wavering,  and  too  grofs  to  be 
'  pleafed  with  a  worfliip,  in  which. there  is  nothing 
fuited  to  afied  the  imagination  by  fetifible  objects. 
And  therefore,  when  men  think  themfelves  wife, 
and  profefs  to  defpife  the  pageantry  which  capti- 
vates the  vulgar,  their  wifdom  affords  them  no  real 
advantage,  if  they  have  nothing  better  to  fiubftitute 
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In  the  room  of  what  they  rcjeft  as  infigmficant. 
The  very  appearance  of  devotion  will  larrguifli^  they 
will  grow  remifs,  and  negle£l  the  fabbath  and  public 
aiiembliesi  for  want  of  fomething  to  keep  up  their 
attention.     We  have  abundant  proof  of  this  in  our 
own  land,  and  at  this  time.     Froteftants  pride  them- 
felves  in  not  being  Papifts,  but,  when  the  Protec- 
tant religion  is  under (lood  to  mean  no  vaom  than  a 
renunciation  of  the  fuperftitious  ceremonies  of  the 
church  of  Rom'e,  it  is,  with  xt{fQ(k  to  individuaiSf 
little,  if  at  all,  better  than  Popery  itfelf.     Among  u^^ 
enlightened  Proteitants,  no  expedient  but  preaching 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  will  be  found  fufficient  to  re- 
tain people  in  a  ftated  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  day. 
But  true  believers,    who  underftand   and  love  the 
gofpel,  do  indeed  draw  nigh  to  God  ;  and  they  ac- 
count a  day  in  bis  courts  better  than  a  thousand  %  be- 
caufe  they  can  take  a  part  in  the  fongs  of  heaven^ 
and,  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  worQiip  him  that  sitteth 
upon  the  throne^  and  the  Lamb  who  redeemed  them  U 
G^d  by  his  blood. .  They  know  by  happy  experflmce^. 
that  his  promife,  to  be  in  the  midfl:  of  thofe  who  af- 
femble  in  his  name,  is  truth.     Their  worihip  is  not 
a  mere  bodily  fervice,  a  lifelefs  form,  a  round  of  ob- 
fe.rvances;  which  neither  warm  the  heart,  nor  influ- 
ence the  condu£b  \  but  they  are  indrudled,  comfort- 
ed, and  ftrengthened,  by  waiting  upon  God.     Their 
fpiritual  f^^nfes  are  exercifed ;  they  behold  his  glory 
in  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel,  they  hear  his  voice,  they 
feel  an  impreffion  of  his  power  and  prefence,  they 
taste  his  goodnefs,  and  the  virtue  of  that  name,  which 
is  as  ointment  poured  forth,  perfumes  their  tempers^ 
and  converfation. 

III.  lliough  the  Lamb  is  worthy  of  all  blefling^ 
and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power  j  there  is  a  di£- 
tin£l  afcription  of  praife  to  him  that  fittetb  upon 
the  throne. 
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The  fcripture,  which  alone  can  teach  us  to  form 
right  conceptions  of  God,  and  to  worfhip  him  ac- 
ceptably, gudes  us  in  a  medium,  between  oppofite 
errors  and  mi  flakes.     Too  many  perfons,  ignorant  of 
their  own  flate  as  (inners,  and  of  the  awful  majeity 
and  bolinefs  of  the  Mofl  High,  prefume  to  think  of 
him,  to  fpeak  of  him,  and,  in  their  way,  to  fpeak  to 
him,  without  being  aware  of  the  neceffity  of  a  Medi- 
a  or.     But  they  who  are  without  Chriil,  who  is  the 
only  door  and  way  to  the  Father,  arc  without  God, 
Atheiils  in  the  world  *.     There  is  a  miftake  like  wife 
on  the  other  hand,  whtn,  though  the  Deity  of  the 
Saviour  be  acknowleHged,  yet  what  we  are  taught  of 
the  ineilable  dillin£tion  in  the  Godhead,  is  not  duly 
attended  to.      It   is  written,    In  the  beginnings — the. 
Word  was  God  f.     It  is  like  wife  written.  The  Word 
nvas  with  God.     This  latter  exprcf&on  undoubtedly 
Has  a  meaning,  which,  though  perfe£fcly  confiftent,  is 
not  co-incident  with  the  former.     The  truth  con- 
tained in  it  is  propofed,  not  to  oar  curioiity  as  a   fub- 
je£b  of  fpeculation,  but  to  our  faith.     I  do  n(3t  at- 
tempt to  explain  it.    But,  what  God  exprefsly  declares, 
vit  are  bound,  upon  the  pnnciples  of  right  reafon,  to 
believe.     For  he  is  Truth,  and  cannot  deceive  us. 
There  are  three  that  bear  tecord  in  heaven^  the  bather^ 
the  W9r4y  and  the  Holy  Spintp-    Thcfe  three  are  fre- 
quently fpoken  of  in  the  fcripture— to  each  of  them 
a  d  flin£l  part  in  the  oeconomy  of  falvation  is  afcrib- 
t'A  I  to  each  of  them  the  perfe£tion3  and  honours  of 
Deity  are  attributed.     Yet  theje  are  not  three  Gods, 
but  one.      Conf^  quently  thtfe  three   are  one  God. 
This  doflhne  may  be  above  our  comprehenfion,  but 
cannot  be  contrary  to  our  reafon,  if  it  be  contained 
in  a  revelation  from  God.     If  it  be;  (imply  received, 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Rivealer,  it  ^approves  itielf 
to  be  true,  for  it  is  found  to  be  a  key  to  the  whole 
fcripture,  which  renders  the  general  fenfe  and  fcope 
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every  where  confiftent  and  plain.  They  who  proud- 
ly  rejedl  it,  and  yet  admit  the  Bible  to  be  a  divine  re- 
velation, are  involved  in  dif&cultie^  from  which  all 
their  fagacity  and  learning  cannot  free  them.  In 
vain  they  labour  by  fingular  interpretations,  by  the 
minutise  of  criticifm,  and  by  an  appeal  to  various 
readings  and  ancient  verfionsi  which)  in  a  few  paf- 
fages,  diiF«;r  from  the  copies  more  generally  received 
—in  vain  they  endeavour  by  thefe  refinements,  to  re- 
lieve themfelvtrs,  when  preifed  by  the  obvious  and  na- 
tural fenfe  of  a  thoufand  texts,  which  confirm  the 
faith  and  hope  of  plain  Chriftians.  The  golpej  is 
deligned  for  the  poor.  But  the  poor  and  unlrarned 
would  be  at  a  great  difad vantage,  if  the  fcripture  could 
not  be  rightly  underilood  without  the  afiiftance  of 
fuch  learning  and  fuch  cnticifm  as  we  often  fee  pref- 
fed  into  the  fervice.  Bur  the  Holy  Spirit  gracioufly 
leads  thofe  who  pray  for  his  teaching,  into  fuch  views 
of  this  high  fubjeQ  as  are  iufficient  to  comfort  their 
hearts,  and  to  animate  their  obedience.  The  faith  of 
thofe  who  ari  taught  of  God,  is  cxercifed  m  their  ap- 
proaches to  him,  under  two  difftient  modifications. 
Both  are  fcriptural,  and  therefore  both  are  fafe,  and 
witneiTcd  to  by  his  gracious  acceptance  and  blefSng. 

I.  They  come  to  God  by  Chrift.  They  have  ac- 
cefs  through  him  *.  Unworthy  to  fpeak  for  them- 
felves,  they  bow  their  knees  in  his  name  f .  Chrif- 
tians are  fuiEciently  diftinguiihed  and  defcribed  by 
faying,  They  come  to  God  by  him  J,  They  come  to  God^ 
they  cannot  live  without  him  in  the  world,  as  they 
once  did.  They  are  now  confcious  of  wants  and 
delires,  which  only  God  can  fatisfy  \  but  they  are 
confcious  likewife  that  they  are  finners,  and  therefore 
they  durft  not  approach  him^  if  they  had  not  the  in- 
vitation of  his  promife,  and  an  aiTurance  of  ah  Ad* 
vacate  %uitb  the  Father  \\. 
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7.  They  come  to  God  in  Chrtft.  He  is  the  great 
Temple,  in  whom  the  All  fulnefs  dwells  •  j  and  they 
are  not  afraid  of  idolatry,  when  they  worfiiip  and  ho- 
nour the  Son  even  as  the  Father.  This  diitind  ap- 
plication to  God,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son  of  his 
love,  perhaps  becomes  more  frequent  and  familiar 
as  they  advance  in  the  knowledge  of  their  Lord  and 
Saviour  f.  They  who  feck  to  him  for  deliverance 
from  fin  and  mifery,  at  firft  I  believe  chiefly  confidet 
him  as  the  Advocate  and  High  Piieft,  who,  by  the 
virtue  of  his  atonement,  and  the  prevalence  of  his 
interce(Bon,  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft.  But 
when  the  Apoftle  diftributes  Chriftians,  according  to 
their  growth  in  grace,  into  the  date  of  babes,  young 
men,  and  fathers  Xt  he  fpeaks  of  a  more  diiltn£fc  and 
appropriate  knowledge  of  him  who  is  from  the  be- 
ginning, as  the  peculiar  privilege  and  difttnguilhing 
attainment  of  the  fathers.  He  (peaks  of  him  that  is 
from  the  beginning,  fo  often,  that  we  can  be  at 
no  lofs  to  determine  whom  he  intends  by  the  ex- 
preflion*  He  applies  it  to  him  who  was  in  the  be« 
ginning  with  God  |j,  and  whom  he  and  tlie  other 
Apoftles  had  heard,  had  feen  with  their  eyes,  and 
touched  with  their  hands  §.  An  eminent  divine** 
points  out  fome  fpecial  feafons  in  the  Chrii^n  life» 
in  which  he  thinks  the  peculiar  pr^flures  of  the  foul 
may  obtain  the  moft  fenfible  and  immediate  relief,  by 
dire£l  application  to  the  Saviour,  fiut  thete  are  fome 
believers  who  find  themfelves  almofl.  continually  in 
out  or  other  of  the  fituations  which  he  marks  as  oc« 
caiional.  However  this  may  be,  I  am  ready  to  take 
it  for  gramed,  that  they  who  really  and  cordially  be* 
lieve  the  Deity  of  Chrilt,  do  at  lead  at  fome  feafons^ 
and  upon  fome  occafions^exprefsly  direct  their  prayers 
to  him.  If  precedents  be  required  to  warrant  this 
pra£tice^  the  New  Teftament  will  furnifli  them   in 
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abundance.  I  (hall  (AtGt  but  a  fevir.  The  Apoftle 
Paul  bowed  his  knees  te  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Refits  }  but  he  often  prayed  to  the  Lord  Jefus.  He 
prayed  to  h\m  in  the  temple  *|  and  when  he  obtain- 
ed thatanfwer.  My  grace  is  fuffi:unt  for  thee  \.  To 
him  the  prayer  of  the  Apoftles  and  difciples  was  ad* 
dreffed  previous  to  the  lot,  which  was  to  determine 
a  fucceflbr  to  Judas  :|:.  And  to  him  Stephen  com* 
mktcd  his  departing  fpirit  H,  an  aft  of  truft  and  wor* 
(hip  of  the  highell  kind,  and  at  the  moft  fokmn  fea- 
fon.  In  (hort,  it  is  a  (trange  inconfidence,  if  any, 
who  acknowledge  his  Oeity,  queftion  the  propriety 
of  praying  to  him.  What  is  it,  more  or  lefs^  than  to 
queftion  the  propriety  of  praying  to  God  ? 

IV.  This  folemn  wor(hip  and  praife  is  referred  ul- 
timately to  him  who  (itteth  upon  the  throne,i— to 
the  great  and  glorious  God,  thus  known  and  mani- 
feiletl  in,  and  by,  and  with  the  Lamb  that-  was  flain* 

The  mediatorial  kingdom  of  Chrift  will  have  a  pe- 
riod. He  wiir  reign  as  Mediator,  till  he  has  fub- 
duedall  enemies  under  his  feet,  and  perfefted  ht$ 
whole  work.  Then  his  kingdom  in  this  fenfe  wiU 
ceafe  \  he  will  deliver  it  up  to  the  Father,  that  God 
maybe  all  in  ali§.  This  paflage  is  difiicult,  that  is, 
the  fubjeft  is  too  great  for  our  faculties  in  their  prc- 
fcnt  ftate  of  imperfeftion  fully  to  comprehend ;  for 
the  difficulties  we  meet  with  in  fcripture  are  more 
properly  to  be  afcribed  to  our  ignorance.  The  Son, 
as  man,  is  even  now  fubjed  to  the  Father  ;  and  God 
is  undoubtedly  all  in  alt,  at  prefent,  and  from  ever- 
lailing  to  everlafting.  But  his  kingdom  here  is  to  be 
taken  figuratively  fbr  the  fubjefts  of  his  kingdom:, 
his  people,  whom  he  received  as  a  trud  and  a  trear 
fure.  Thefe  he  will  deliver  up,  and  the  form  of 
his  adminiftration  and  government  over  them  will  be 
changed.     They  will  then  have  no  more  fins  to  con- 
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fefs;  there  will  be  no  more  dangers  requiring  the  care 
and  tendeinefs  of  a  shepherd,  no  enemies  to  be  con- 
trolled, and  the  ordinances  and  means  of  grace,  ac- 
commodated to  their  wants  and  weaknefs  while  in 
this  world,  will  be  no  longer  neceflary.  Bat  Mts- 
51 A  )|  the  Lamb  that  was  flam,  will  ever  be  the  Head 
and  Lord  of  the  creation,  the  medium,  of  communf- 
eation  of  the  light  and  love  of  God  to  his  people } 
and  God  in  hirfi,  the  objcft  of  their  eternal  adora- 
tion and  praife. 

Then  the  grand,  ultimate,  final  caufe  of  all  the 
mantfeftations  of  God,  will  be  completely  obtained* 
The  glory  of  the  great  Creator  and  Lawgiver,  the 
fplendor  of  all  his  pvrfettions,  will  for  ever  (h«nej 
without  a  vail  or  cloud,  and  with  a  brightncfs  which 
•ould  not  have  been  known  by  creatures,  had  not 
the  entrance  of  evil  given  occa(ion  tor  a  difplay  of 
his  Wifdom  and  love,  in  overruhng  it  to  the  praife' 
of  his  glorious  grace. 

Thus,  according  to  the  meafure  of  my  ability  and 
experience,  I  have  endeavoured  to  pntut  oiit  to  you 
the  meaning  and  importance  of  the  well  chofcn  fe- 
ries  of  fcn)3tural  pafia^^es,  which  are  fet  to  ma« 
fie  in  the  Oratorio  of  the  Mejftah,  Great  is  the 
Lord  Messiah,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed  !  I  have  at- 
tempted to  fet  before  you  a  (ketch,  of  what  the' 
fcripture  teaches  us.  concerning  his  perfon,  under- 
takings, andfuccefs;  the  mifery  of  thofc  whom  he 
came  to  fave,  the  happinefs  to  which  he  raifes  them^ 
and  the  wonderful  plan  and  progrefs  of  redeeming 
love.  But  who  is  fufHcient  for  thefe  things  ?  Afas ! 
how  fmall  a  portion  of  his  ways  are  we  able  to  trace  ( 
But  I  would  be  thankful,  that  the  defire  of  attempt* 
ing  this  great  fubje£l  was  put  into  my  heart,  and 
that  having  obtained  help  of  God,  I  have  been  pre- 
ferved  and  enabled  to  finiih  my  defign.  Imper«> 
fe£b  as  my  execution  of  it  has  been,  I  cannot  doubt 
that  the  various  topics  I  have  been  led  to  infilt  on 
are  the  great  truths  of  God.     For  what  is  properly 

my 
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my  own,  the  defefts  and  wcaknefles  whiqh  mix 
with  my  beft  ferviccs,  I  entreat  his  forgivenefs,  and 
requeft  your  candour.  But  I  do  not  hefit  ue  to  fay^ 
that  the  fubftahce  of  what  I  have  advanced  deferves 
and  demands  your  very  ferious  attention 

It  is  probable^  that  thofe  of  my  hearers  who  ad- 
mire this  Oratorio,  and  are  often  prefent  when  it  is 
performed,  may  think  me  harih  and  fingular  in  my 
opinion,  that  of  all  our  mufical  compofitionsy  this  is 
the  mod  improper  for  a  public  entertainment.  But 
while  It  continues  to  be  equally  acceptable,  whether 
performed  in  a  church  or  in  the  theatre,  and  while 
the  greater  part  of  the  performers  and  of  the  audi- 
ence are  the  fame  at  both  places,  I  can  rate  it  no 
higher  than  as  one  of  the /nan y  falhion able  amufe- 
ments  which  mark  the  charadter  of  this  age  of  .dif- 
iipation.  Though  the  fubjetl  be  ferious  and  folemn 
in  the  higheit  fenfe,  yea,  for  that  very  reafon  •  and 
though  the  mufic  is,  in  a  finking  manner,  adapted 
to  the  fubjeft,  yet,  if  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
people  who  frequent  the  Oratorio,  are  evidently  un- 
afie£led  by  the  Redeemer's  love,  and  uninfluenced 
by  his  commands,  I  am  afraid  it  is  no  better  than 
a  profanation  of  the  name  and  truths  oi  God,  a 
crucifying  the  Son  of  God  afrefli..  You  muft  judge 
for  yourfelvcs.  If  you  think  differently  from  me, 
you  will  a£t  accordingly. —  Yet,  permit  me  to  hope 
and  to  pray,  that  the  next  time  you  ^  hear  the  Ales-^ 
siahj  God  may  bring  fomething  that  you  have  heard 
in  the  courfe  of  ihefe  fermons,  nearly  connected 
with  the  peace  and  welfare  of  your  fouls,  effedual- 
ly  to  your  remembrance. 

I  would  humbly  hope,    that  fome  perfons,  who 

were  ftrangers  to  the  power  and  grace  of  MbssiAR^ 

when  I  entered  upon  this  fervice,  are  now  defirous 

of  feeking  him  with  their  whole  hearts.      Yes,    I 

trufl  I  have  not  laboured  wholly  in  vain.     The   gof- 

pel  is  the  rod  of  his  strength  *,  whichj  when  accom- 
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panied  by  the  power  of  bis  Spirit,  produces  greater 
efieOs  than  the  wonder*woiking  rod  of  Mofes.  It 
caufes  the  blind  to  fee,  the  deaf  to  heari  and  the 
dead  to  live.  A  faithful  minifter  will  account  a 
fingle  inftance  of  fuccefe  a  rich  recompfnce  £or  the 
labour  of  a  life.  May  this  joy  be  mine  !  May  the 
Lord  encourage  you  -to  go  on  feeking  him.  Then 
he  will  furely  be  found  of  you.  An  open  door  is  fet 
before  you  *  ;  and  if  you  are  truly  willing  to  enter, 
none  (hall  be  able  to  (hut  it. 

But  may  I  not  fear,  that  I  am  ftill  fpeaking  to 
others,  who,  to  this  hour,  haire  no  cordial  adimrin|r 
thoughts  of  the  great  Saviour?     Alas!  (honld  yon 
die  in  your  prefent  frame  of  mind,  let  me,  onee 
more,  entreat  you  to  confider,  what  ymr  fituarton 
and  employment  will  be,  when  all  his  redeemed  peo- 
ple, and  all  his  holy  angels,  (hall  join  in  worihipping 
and  praifing  him^  in  the  great  day  .of  his  appearance. 
Unlefs  you  repent,  lay  down  your  arms,  and  fub- 
mit  to  his  golden  fceptre,  your  doom  is  already  pro- 
nounced.    Awful  are  the  words  of  the  Lord,  by  the 
prophet,  and  very  applicable  to  your  cafe,  if  (which 
may  his  mercy  prevent !)  you  fhould  die  in  your  fins. 
ThereJorCi  thus  saith  tie  Lord  God^  Behold  my  ser-^ 
vants  shall  eat^  ^  hut  ye  shall  be  hungry  :    behold^  my 
servants  shall  drink,  but  ye  shall  be  thirsty:  behold, 
my  servants  shall  rejoice,  but  ye  shall  be  ashamed  .\  bC'- 
hold,    my  servants  shall  sing  for  joy  of  heart,    but  ye 
shall  cry  for  sorrow  of  heart,  and  shall  honvlfor  vexa^ 
iion  of  spirit  f .     If  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  vuere 
filled  with  envy  and  grief  when  the  children  in  the 
temple  fung  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David. J;  what 
muft  be  their  anguiih  and  remorfe,  their  rage  and 
defpair,    when   the  whole  creation   (hall  join  in  his 
praife  ?      If  your   thoughts  of  him   now   are  like 
theirs,  tremble  at  your  danger ;   for  unlefs  you  re- 
pent, your  lot  muft  be  with  them  hereafter. 

•  Rev,  iii.  8.         t  If*  lx^»  '3>  '4«.  t  Mat.  zxi.  tj. 
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•^»  The  Numeral  Letters  refer  to  the  Volume^  the  Figures  f 

the  Page. 


y^AROKy  his  behaviour  on  the  lofs  of  his  two  fons,  i   aja. 

AaBADiK,  Mr,  his  refle«flioDS  on  our  ignurancft  refpe^ing  the 
dodrlne  of  the  Trinity,  ii   1 6. 

Abel,  the  caufe  of  his  death,  i.  70. 

Abraham,  jaftified  by  faith  in  the  promifcd  feed,  i.  8— highly 
fdVDured  by  Oodi  79— and  the  other  Patriarchs,  (hephjerds 
143— rejoiced  to  fee  the  day  of  Chrift,  ii.  136. 

Accomm^ation,  a  ufcful  way  of  preaching  by,  i.  a47» 

Adam,  the  confequrnccs  of  his  fall,  i.  6,61,67,  76,  1%^.  11.  3J, 
X35t  I59»  ^  P^Jp"*  ^S"  Sullen  ma/ty  5/'?,  &c.)— rhe  promife 
of  the  Redeemer  made  to  hina.i.  I79.  ii.  33,  I35 — hi»  fall  fore- 
feen  and  provided  for,  i.  zaa.  ij.  157. 

A^nfi^niv,  meaning?  of  that  word,  1.238. 

AJonaif  a  name  of  Go<l,  i.  43* 

AffllSllont^  the  fruit  of  fin,  i  io.  (Sec  Aiam\  Mj/i^Sih',  &c.)— light 
and  niomcntary  compared  to  the  glories  of  heaven,  ii,  73,  %sS' 
ii.  184— trials  of  the  belie ver%  faith  riot  tokens  of  God*s  dif- 
pleafure,  i  iij—neccflary  in  our  prefent  {late>  ii.  aa7. 

Ayu¥tct,  meaning  of  that  word,  i.  2^9 

Ahithophel,  bis  counfcl  to  Abfalom,  ii.  131. 

Alexander  the  Grsat,  a  principal  inftrument  to  prepare  the  way 
of  MtiaiAB,  i.  »I. 

Alienation  from  God,  a  confcqucnce  ot  the  fall,  i.  68.  \^ pxfflwK 

AlUgorical  inUrpreiat'ion^  to  be  admitted  with  caution,  i.  246. 

America,  the  principal  events  of  the  prefent  age  in,  have  a  ten* 
dency  to  promote  the  accomplifhment  of  the  prophecies,  ii,  114— 
prefent  ftate  of  the  gofpcl  in,  i^i«-refie<flions  on  the  Ute  revo* 

lution  in,  130.  ^  '  . 

A»«xi^x«»«<r«r6a*i.  tneaning  of  that  word »  ii.  24. 

Aj^el.,  meffdge  and  fong  of  the,  i.  III. 

AngHs^  cannot  join  in  the  fong  of  the  redeemed,  i  88.  li.  24,  433, 
049— Chrift  crucified  the  ince^Tant  obje<Sk  of  their  contem«> 
plation,    i.  96— 'deftre  to  took  into  the   myfteries  of  the  re« 

/  demption,  200*>the  confirmation  of  thofe  who  continue  holy 
and  happy  is  in  Chrift,  ii.  44— they  worfltip  him  as  Lord  of  all 
ib.— -and  as  the  Lamb  that  was  ilaio,  250—their  chorus,  A49«» 
a  diverfity  of  ranks  and  orders  among  them,  250— >ftyled  the 
dc^  angeU»  a6a-»are  the  minifters  of  the  Almighty^  363—- 
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the  benevolence  with  which  they  regard  the  human  nee,  i6j-» 
perhaps  prefent  in  our  worfliipping  alTetDblies,  264. 

Amg^it,  /miUfi,  no  redemption  appointed  for,  ii.  24. 

AMmaii,  wonderful  inftind  of,  ii.  105. 

AnSicbrht^  fall  of,  pred>Aed,  ii.  isx. 

A^tUtM^  competenc  wimeiTcs  of  the  refurredion  of  Chrift,  i.  269. 
ii.  151. 

AacHiM ania,  his  hehavionr  on  folvtng  ■  difficult  problenoi,  u  lOO. 

Asia,  events  of  the  prefent  z%t  in,  their  tendency,  ii.  114. 

AJitrMmct  •/ h9^^  the  nature  of  itconfidered,  ii.  139. 

Atiei/m,  guilt  the  parent  of,  i.  6%,  .^  - 

Atheistif  feldom  to  be  met  with  but  where  the  Bible  is  known, 
i.  83. 

Aiomtmtnif  the  hoiinefs,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  God  glorified  in 
the,  i.  179— its  efficacy  complete,  ib.^thc  dodrtne  of,  a  fun- 
damental point,  ii.  147 — its  efficacy  depends  on  the  divine  cha- 
rader  of  Chrift,   258.      See  Dtiiy,   Redempt'iQm,  Salvation^   l^e. 

Austin,  his,"  Confeffions,**  appealed  to,  i.  214 — faid,  by  fome,  ta 
be  the  fird  of  the  fathers  that  held  the  do<ftrine  of  an  eledlion  of 
grace,  ii.  2x1. 

B.  7 

Babylon,  myfticil,  its  deftruflion,  Ii.  103, 122. 

Bainham,  Mr,  his  martyrdom,  1.163. 

Bakabbas,  preferred  by  the  Jews  to  Messiah,  i.  x88. 

BMmu  fy'trety  of  what  an  emblem,  i-5i. 

Bkxlzbbub,  the  miracles  of  our  Lord  perverfely  afcribed  to  hi* 
agency,  t.  232— Milton*8  expreffion  of,  afcribed  to  man,-ii.  i6x» 

SegoUgn^  meaning  of  that  word,  ii*  1 7. 

J^elievtrst  £iTed  under,  but  not  by,  the  law,  i.  8— their  faperior 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel  difcovericA,  9—  the  gofpel  bletTings 
vnfpeakably  overbalance  all  their  affii^ions,  lo,  11,  14.  (See 
AfiiBiomJ'^zi  partakers  of  the  gofpel,  the  only  rich  and  happy 
on  earth,  24— 'approach  by  faith  to  the  city  of  the  living  God, 
56— God,  their  father,  37 — their  hap pinefs  in  Chrift,  37,  4^ 
105,  125.  ii.  180 — God  their  happinef^,  and  heaven  then*  home,- 
1*  3?)  119— irradiated  by  Messiah,  EO'— are  conformed  to 
his  Spirit  and  temper  81 — a  real,  though  myftical,  union  be* 
tween  them  and  ChriK,  81,222 — their  happinefs  heightened 
llrom  the  confiderattou  uf  their  previous  mifery,  87— their  fup* 
port  at  the  approach  of  death,  106.  ii.  i95'->renounce  all  confi- 
dence in  the  flefli,  i.  120— their  charadtern  to  be  collcded  from 
the  characters  of  :tbe  Saviour,  128— >  par  takers  of  a  divine  nature, 
J29*-wh%t  evidences  they  exhibit  of  being  a  faved  -people,  ib. 
X30»  ^$S — taught  to  love  one  another,  i30--their  religion  the- 
realooaUe  fervice  of  an  enlighten^  undcrftanding,  T35-->their^ 
knowledge  not  merely  fpeculative,  136 — their  abfolutc  fubmiffioo' 
CO  the  divine  will,  ib.'— their  religious  fervice  pleafaat,  137.— the 
ftock  of  Chrift,  I45,  181— their  fpiritual  reft,  162,  173 — the 
iifciplet*!  CJirift^  167,  173^28  fach  are  always  learxungj  170— « 
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their  Malker  ever  prefcnt  with  them,  171 — the  eleiSl  of  ChrlH, 
Xgl — and   his  own,  ib. — predeftinatcd    by    the    Father   to    the 
adoptiou  of  children,  although  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath, 
ib. — the  cooCummation   of  their  happinefs  a  branch  of  that  jv'f 
that*  was  fet  before   our    Saviaur,     aoT— the   remembrance  of 
Chrift'a  fufTerings  affords  them  a  ground  to  glory   in  iribuJarjon, 
aio,  153— their  death   a  fleep   in    Jcfu?,  aiz^derivc   their   fcfe 
and  fruitfulnefs  from  Chrift,  123— Messiah,  a«  their  fubftitute, 
their  complete  juftification,  4*4— their  afflldlions,  frials  of  their 
faith,    not    tokens  of  God*s  difplt-afure,  aij^-wKy    not   over- 
come by  their  enemies,  126— why  many  of  them  have   cndu» 
red  tortures  and  death   without  terror,  and   yet   Chrift  under, 
went  fuch  agonies  of  fpirit,  21a,  1:^6 — the  atonement  of  Chrid 
apprehended    by   faith,    delivers    them     from    guilt    and   con- 
demnation, 253 — his  love  attaches  them  to  him,  ib. — by  his  crcfs 
they  are  crucified  to  the  world,  154.  ii.  25— are    tauj^hc  from 
their  Lord's  example  to  fuffer  patiently,  i.  263 — are  rifen  with  , 
Chrift,  270— his  fuffer ings  and  obedie  ice  unto  death  imputed> 
to  them,  271— .his  refurredlion,  the  pledge  and  pattern  of  theirs 
%yS'  ii   165— b^  faith  in  his  blood  will  be  more  than  conquerors 
J,  196 — when  they  fee  the  glory  of  God,  7 — on  what   fuppo- 
fition  they  would  be  involved  In  the  guilt  of  idolatry,   12 — the 
honour  they  derive  from  the  glory  and  exaltation  of  Chrift,  25— 
his  power  enables  them  to  approach  with  confidence  to. God,  28 
— in  what  their  experience  conlifts,  ib.— their  ali-fufHcient  plea, 
33—- anticipate  by  faith  the  joys  above,  .^4 — their  hearts,  on  Con- 
▼erfion,  become  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  39— Chrift  in 
them  the  hope  of  glory,  ib, — the  temple  of  the  living  God,  ib.— ^ 
their  great  difproportion  to  the  number  of  thofe  that  rejedl  the 
power  and  grace  of  Chrift,  64 — living  hicmbers  of  tke  myfttcal 
church,  109 — derive  ^om  Cbrlft  the  fpirit  of  power,  love,  and  a 
found  mind,  .110 — the  happinefs  they  are  taught  to  hope  for  de- 
pends not  on  local  clrcumftances,  X16-— thej^erfonal  prefence  of 
Messiah  with  them  not  eftential  to  their  terreftrial  happinefs^ 
ib. — their  motives  for  confidence  in'the  Lord,  13a,  201 — how 
his  condefcenfion  fliould  afied  them,  133— the  greatnefs  of  their 
dignity  and  privileges,  ib — hope  their  chief  poifelEon,  145—- 
their  experimental  evidence  of  Chrift's  refurrc<5lion,  155— their 
life,  a  ftate  of  continual  warfare,  16^,  181.    {See  Ciftifiian  Soldier 
and   Warfare) — why  they  are  faid   not  to  die/biit  to  fleep  in 
Jefus,  164,  194-— their  happinefs  when  releafed  from  the  body, 
164 -—why,  although  creatures  ftill>  they  will  be  impeccable  in 
heaven,'  i8i-»the  afturance  that  they  (hall  have  tribulation,  one 
efpecial  mark   of  their  adoption,  183— their  triumphant  fong, 
197— accept  Messiah  as  the  ground  of  the  agreement  between 
God  and  man,  201— what  they  include  in  their  ideas   of  falva- 
tion,  202--<-theoppofition  they  are  toexpecSl,  204 — no  oppofition 
can  prevail  if  God  be  for  them,  206— their  death  precious  in  his- 
fight.  207— 'the  benefits  they  derive  from  pcrfecution,  ib, — are 
tjled  God's  eled,  aiO— the  oppofition  which  fomc  of   them 
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9r^te  made  to  the  gofpel,  a  gr^at  proof  of  the  doArine  of  aa 
^ledion  of  grace,  213.  (Sec  Eieffion  0/  graee)-^thc  weakeft  of 
them  children  of  God,  2i9-«the  prevaihng  interceffion  of  Chrift 
abnadamly  compenfatcs  for  the  poverty  of  their  prayers,  225  — 
trained  up  in  rhe  kingdom  of  grace  by  varioun  eiercifcs,  227— 
the  foldiers  of  Chrift,  228— ^their  wifriom  far  fopcrior  to  that  of 
the  fchools,  253 — tne  blefTrdnefs  of  thofe  who  have  akeady  died 
in  the  I-ord,  257.     "See  CoriJUamt, 

Bii.sbaz.2ar,  the  hand-wiiting  which  He  faw  on  the  wall,  of  what 
an  embleir.  i.  25    ' 

BiTBLBHEM  moie  jlluQrious  than  Babyloii  or  Rome,  i.  a4^whj 
called  the  city  of  David,  115. 

^ibUy  Eogliih  verfion  of  the,  ils  great  value,  u  65 -^an  internal 
proof  that  it  is  a  divfne  revelation,  76— defcriptions,  combining 
grandeur  with  fimpUcity,  found  only  in  the,  i32'—it«  fuperior 
excellency,  were  it  bvt  a  mere  human  compofitioo,  262— >ab' 
furdity  of  fappofing  it  the  only  book  that  ean  be  imderftobd 
-  without  a  previous  difpofition  to  fiudy  it,  ii«  171 

J^gotry  fandifiei  every  hateful  paffion,  i.  228 

Slajphemy^  how  puniihed  amonjr  the  Jews,  i.  204 

SteJxHgi  of  what  the  different  fenfes  of  that  word  are  ezpreffive, 
li.  256 

lUo9d  vf  CbriJI  often  figuratively  ofed  for  his  death,  ii.  237 

JBt^  amdmimd  have  a  reciprocal  influence,  i.  7. 

Jr*!s*nyJr^#»/,itscfficacy,*i.  179,  209,  247.  ii.45» 

Srutes  have  no  propenfity  to  fnch  changes  a&  would  deftroy  then&, 
i.  219. 

B&uTua,  his  dying  confeflion,  i.  187 

C. 
CxtAY,  refleAicAson  Mark  Antony's  oration  over  his  body,  1.305 
Caligula,  his  deteftable  charader,  ii.  80 
Galvin,  did  not  invent  tbe  do&rine  of  an  eledion  of  grace,  iV 

2x1 
Calvinist,  a  name  ofedas  a  term  of  reproach,  ii.  2XX 
Cvptiviiy  ted  captive^  import  of  that  expreffiron,  ii.  34 
Carnal  mindy  its  ciFedts  not  alike  in  all  the  unconverted,  11.  35 
Caterpillar y  its  vonderfnl  tranfmutation,  ti.  xyj 
Cato,  his  death  a  proof  of  pufillanimity,  i.  197 
Children^  iiitte^  mentioned  by  St  Paul,  as  not  having  finned  after  the 

fimilitude  of  Adam*s  tranfgreifion,  ii.  244— -if  faved  mnft  be  the 

fttbjedsof  a  fupernatural  change,  ib.— included  in  the  ele^ioa  of 

grace,  ib.   See  Tcutig  Ferfone. 
CHRIST.    See  Jefo,  Cbrifi. 
CuaisTiAN,  that  name  when  firA  alTumed,  i.  167 
CbrifiiaHSf  true,  their  views  great  and  fublime,  i  X98— Jefns  the 

fource  of  ihei»  wifdom  and  ftrcngth,  199.    See  Believers. 
&rifiiatuy  frc/ejedf  how  the  condu^  of  many  is  fimilar  to  that  of 

the  ancient  Jews,  i.  46— why   fome  live  in  the  fpirit  of  the 

narifeet  of  old,  X|9-*ca»fe9  of  the  pcrpJ#)dti«8  and  difjpotes 

asMOg 
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among  them,  l S3 —the  inconfiftent  lives  of,  a  fioBiblmg-block 

the  wot  Id,  194.  a  15 
Cb>ipiansy  ^rimitivty  their  fnbmiffion  to  the  Roman  Emperors,  ii* 

Chripian  Mittiflert  the  principles  and  aims  elftntial  to  them,  1.  52, 
•85,  113, 152— ftiepherd*  under  Chrift,  144,  15a— their  painful 
anxieties,  151.  ii.  59.     See  RfinifeM^ 

Cbriflian  SoiJier,  his  warfare,  ii.  187.  ^9^-     See  War/aft 

CbrifiianHy^  friendly  to  the  intcrefts  of  mankind,  i.  14O— Chrifi's 
life  in  the  believer,  the  great  myftery  of,  a24~the  charaaer  of 
its  Author,  an  internal  proof  of  its  divine  origin,  266— 4he  re- 
furredlion  of  Chrift  the  grand  faiSl  on  which  the  truth  of  it  refta, 
269.  ii.  148— its  iaftttutes  exhibit  a  beaniiful  fyflem  of  morality, 
7»  —gained  little  advantage  by  the  protedkion  of  Confkantine,  57 
— nearly  as  old  as  the  creation,  135 

CHRISTENDOM;  indebted  for  the  fuperlor  advantages  it  enjoys  to 
the  knowlcdjre  of  revelation,  ii  69— its  general  iace  exhibits  but 
little  of  the  fpirit  and  charaAer  of  the  gofV>el,  lao 

Churchy  various  fenles  io  which  that  word  is   ufed  in  fcnpture,  ii* 

107 
Church  under  tht  Old  ^tfiumtut,  to  what  the  ipoftle  compares  it,  i.  5 

—its  defeAive  knowledge  of  the  'promifcd   Mkssiah,  9— it* 

triumphant  exaltation,  99 
Church  of  Chrifty  comprifes  all  the  ntembers  of  his  myftical  body,  i- 

35 
CW<i5,Grwil,  Its  wretched  (late,  if.  Ill,  245 
Church  0/  Hornet  its  deplorable  errors,  ii.  245 
Church  0/ England^  its  articles  efkablifhed  by  law,  11.  2x7 
Ciceao,  his  fyftem  of  morality  fupcrior  to  that  of  the  modem  deifts^ 

i.  83 
Comforter y  promifed  to  the  church,  i.  79— the  promife  fulfilled,  ii.  3^ 
C^^parifons^  in  fcripture,  to  be  undcrilood  with  great  linlitatton,  i, 

217  «.       . 

CondefcenfiiMy  of  what  the  word  !« expreffive,  1.  17a 

Confcience,  terrors  of  a  guilty,  ii.  96 

CoNSTANTiME  the  Great,  rapid  dedenfion  of  tbc  church,  ia  hit 

time,  in  fimplicity  ^ad  purity,  i.  51 
Comnfellcr,  a  name  of  Chrift,  i.  103 

ConverfatiM,  what  the  original  word,  id  Phil.  iii.  20.  imports,  1.  126 
ConverfioHyfpir'ttual,  excludes  boaftii^,  i.  14I— the  co&fideration  of 
its  being  the  work  of  grace,  a  remedy  agai^ft  dcfpair,  i42-*of 
one  fioner  of  greater  importance  than  the  temporal  deliverance 
of  a  whole  kingdom,  21}.     See  Heart, 
Creation,  reflcdlions  on  the,  i.  175.  ii.  6,  6»,  I05,  I69,  232 
Crofs,  doArine  of  the*,  iu  happy  effects,  i.  96,  208      See  Enmity. 
Crueifxiom,    the   Roman  punifliment  tor  their  flaves,  i,  204— •' 

Chrift,  how  typified,  2IC 
Cvaos,  predi^ed  by  Jfaiah  long  before  hit  birth,  ii*  1x4— an  in* 
^ftrument  in  the  hands  of  Ood,  150 
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D. 
Bakiel,  a  remarkable  tnftance  of  the  dlvioe  prote<!lion,  11. 107* 
Darkneft,  that  Word  fit;aratively  ufcd  in  fcriptorc,  i«  78,  88,  9.1 . 
Darkneft^  powert  of,^  their  inceifaiit  machinations,  i.  148.    See  Sa* 
tan, 

David,  what  quieted  his  mind  in  tribulation^  i.  202 — God's  ferrant 
in  the  mod  emioeq^  fenfe,  228— 'his  patience  under  afflidion,  252^ 

De0ibt  the  believer's  fupport  and  happinefs  in,  i.  106,  212.  ii.  164, 
193, 195,  257— a  firft  and  fecund  death,  162,  i7S--death  tiniver- 
fally  perfonified  by  mankind,  177 — (hall  be  fwallowed  up  ia 
vi(5(ory,  ib.— armed  with  his  formidable  fiin)^,  188— which  is 
removed  by  Chrift,  C93^to  wait  his  teacliing  is  dangerous  ad- 
vice to  the  balk  of  mankind,  249. 

Death'Bed  refiemtanee,  danj^erous,  i.  I07. 

Death'hedsy  remarkable  inftadctrs  of  terrible,  ii.  190. 

Deborah,  her  fubltme  Tong,  t.  66. 

Deity  of  Christy  do<5trine  of,  a  fundamental  pointy  t.  43,  57,  74,  loj, 

I44f  I57f  a".  "•  i»»  17.  'i'Sl- 
DsMETRius.    See  Poul, 

J)em9tutr0tiom,  that  word  not  abfolutely  appropriated  to  mathemati- 
cal evidence,  ii.  150. 

idkMexoviav,  tts^  fignificaticn  of  that  word,  ii.  24t 

D'utattet^  its  efTed  upon  objefls,  ii.  167. 

Djves,  refie(5lions  on  the  parable  of,  ii.  185* 

Divhi*  nature y  incapable  of  fuffering,  i.  257— a  nccefiary  diftin^AloB 
in  it,  ii.Tj. 

DoBrinet^  compared  to  milk,  or  to  firong  meat,  ii.  2ZI. 

Drunienneft^  fatal  efieiSls  of,  Ii.  95. 

JOuellitUf  their  pretended  gallantry  meannefs  of  fentiment,  i.  1 97. 

EKGAMBElSeAI,  meaning  of  that  word,  i-  238. 

ElrSiofi  of  grage^  a  doArine  plainly  taught  in  fcripture,  i.  182.  it* 

ail,  «40 
£h&,  their  great  privilege,  ii.  216.     See  Believers* 
Xlijah,  hi^Iy  favoured  by  God,  i.  7 9'~his  complaint  againft  the 

Ifraelites,  ii.  ai-^and  tranflation,  172 
England,  Cbyrebof.     Sec  Cbureb. 
JSttmity  to  Cody  fubdued  by  the  crofs,  i.  yo.   See  Cr^» 
£noch,  his  tranflation,  ii.  172- 
£vE,  her  condud  imitated  by  her  poftcrity,  i.  319. 
iverlasting  Father ^  a  name  ofMssaiAB,  i.  104 . 
jEvfV,  enquiries  into  the  origin  of,  vain  and  pernicious,  ii.  ft6f« 
£viUy  natural^  may  be  attributed  to  fin,  1.4%,  ii.  159"— ttriginall^r 

included  in  the  fentence  of  death,  182* 
Mxodus^  explanatioii  o£  tlutt  word,  i.  2^07. 
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F. 

Paithf  the  fubftdnce  of  thtogs  hoped  for,  i,  99— the  evideace  •f 
things  not  feen,  iii,  ii.  21 — and  holioefs  eHential  to  falTao'oOy 
i.  220 — enables  the  believer  to  approach  with  confivUace  to  God, 
ii.  28— how  produced,  45— the  moft  cmtoent  effect?  that  are 
afcribed  to,  140— >true  and  acceptable;  even  in  its  infant  and 
wea^  ftatc,  ib.— means  appointed  for  the  growth  of,  143 —the 
vidury  that  overcom«th  the  world,  205. 

Fallen  man,  what  the  fcripturea  teach  of  his  total  inability,  how 
perverted,  i.  139,  185— though  degraded,  not  devoid  of  huma- 
nity*  227— yet,  without  abfolutc  impropriety,  maybe  termed 
inhuman,  228— in  what  fenfe  a  captive  to  (in,  ii.  34 — can  enjoy 
no  comfort  of  the  gofpel  without  an  abiding  convtiflion  of  hit 
wretched  condition,  234.     See  AJam^  Man^  Sinne'S^  &c. 

JFinai  fier/everance,  do&rinc  of,  how  perverted,  i.  1 39 

Freethinkers^  pernicious  tendency  ot  their  canduS,  i.  140 

Fuller  i  fop^^  of  what  illudrative,  i.  47. 

Futurity^  mercifully  concealed  irom  man,  i.  X95« 

G. 

Gal\ti\N8,  the  ftatc  in  which  they  were  found  by  St  Paul,  ii.  ^i 

Galilee,  inhabitants  of,  defprfed  by  thofe  of  Jerafalem,  i.  24,  90 

Gi-nefis^  buok  of,  few  qualified  to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  its  paftu* 
ral  defcripdqns,  i.  143 

Gentiles,  the  time  cafled  their  fulnefs  approaching,  ii.  121. 

GiBEONiTks,  confequeoce  of  their  fubmimon  to  Julhua,  it.  204. 

Gideon,  his  vi^ory,  '«.  s^. 

Gifts  received  by  Messiah  for  the  rebellious,  what,  ii.  37,  4* 

Gioryy  fcripture  fenfe  of  that  word,  ii.  5 . 

GOD,  his  true  worfhippers  no  longer  to  approach  as  fervants,  but 
as  adopted  children,  i.  6—- what  impreffions  of  him  the  Holy 
Spirit  gives  the  iioner,  7  -^regulates  the  degree  and  duration  of 
the  finner's  diftref^  when  firlfc  convinced  of  fin,  ib.— non^  finally 
difappointed  that  feek  falyation  by  bib  appointed  mean*;,  tb.-^no 
way  to  exhibit  his  righteoufnefn  but  by  the  dieath  of  hi;i  Son,  8 
—the  Father  of  believers,  37— what  Uiftingui(hes  his  work.s  from 
the  feeble  imitationb  of  men,  55.  (See  Cr«affofi.)— Redemption 
the  greatcft  of  all  his  work:>,  54— >his  fovercign  love  the  fource 
of  his  mercy,  95  •  the  chief  and  proper  good  of  the  /oul,  97— 
his  glory,  the  exhibition  of  his  adorable  perfeAions,  tx6.  ii.  5'<— 
and  eflentially  conoe^led  with  the  good  ot  his  creacures,  i  117 
— >in  what  confifts  the  glory  of  his  gowdnefs  ib. — and  ot  his 
^ifdom,  1 18 —was  in  Chrifl  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf, 
Il9**the  joys  of  communion  with  mm,  163  11.  20O>-the  mod 
minu  e  of  his  works  bears  the  figtuLures  of  infinite  wifdom  and 
power,  i*  175'— propounded  the  only  poffibie  expedient  for  our 
redemption,  i79--caution  to  be  ufed  in  exalting  tiis  grace,  r<86 
over-rules  all  the  defigns  of  men,  211.  (See  Kings  0/  the  cartS,) 
'  —made  maa  upright,  2x8— hu  wiU  our  proper  element,  2x9^—^ 
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the  fcriptures  given  bv  hii  infpiration,  ib.*»a  feparatioo  from  his 
favour  involves  in  it  the  very  cffeoce  of  mifcry,  244<-'hi8  iignal 
tefiimony  to  thf  innocence  of  Messiah,  260 —can  be  known 
only  in  and  by  Chrift,  ii.  7-^hlfi  graciou!<  defign  in  afPording  us 
a  revelation,  14 — in  what  refpeS  the  Father,  Han>and»  and 
Friend  of  hit  penpir,  ib.— -enmity  agraioft  him  deeply  rooted  in 
our  fallen  nature,  3^.  (See  £ffiHx(^.)«— the  only  competent  judge 
of  what  is  worthy  ol  himfelf,  68 — ^^the  infeparable  connedlion  he 
has  eftabli(hed  between  fin  and  mlfery,  94— confiderations  re» 
lultingr  from  a  confidence  in  his  proteaion,  261 — hit  will,  our 
fan(3i6cation,  203— the  death  of  the  faints  precious  in  his  fight, 
207—> the  ineftimable  gift  of  a  Saviour,  the  tffcA  of  hif  own 
rich  grace  and  love,  212— his  glory  revealed  in  Chrift,  256— 
when  the  grand  ultimate  caufe  of  all  bis  manifeftstions  will  be 
completely  obtained,  270 
Gti  manhftfi  in  tht  f<Jb,  a  title  of  MCSSIAH,  i.  43,  61.  ii.  250 
Gtdlitteft,     See  Myfttry  9/  godlinefi, 

Gm/,  the  Hebrew  word,  its  primary  figinfication,  ii.  138 
Goldfn  a£e,  whfnce  the  poets  derive  their  ideas  of  the,  i.  143 
Oofpel^  fuperfedes  the  cercmonialiaw,  i.  6~it8  minifters  authorifed 
to  preach  comfort  to  repentant  finnerc,  9*->caufe  of  the  contempc 
it  meets  with  irt  the  world,  14,  192— -the  partakers  of  its  faith 
and  hope  the  oniy  rich  and  happy,  a4^dettioy«  every  f()ecies  of 
felf-ezaltation,' 25 —its  different  effe<fls  on  thofe  who   rejed  and 
thofe  who  receive  it,  49— its  purifying  power,  52,  85 — import 
of  the  word,  66.  ii.  44— the  marvellous  efficacy  of  its  light,  i« 
84«  ii*  73— offends  the  pride  of  man,  i.  85.  ii.  75— why  not  re- 
ceived by  the  rich  and  great,  i.  93 — propounds  a  method  by 
which  the  honour  of  the  divine  (^erfedions  is  fecured,  719— >morc 
blefied  efifeds  of  it  yet  to  come,  128— in  what  refpe^s  Its  grea^ 
troths  are  perverted,  139— by  whom   alone  it   can  be  rightly 
underfiood,  Jdj-^the  inconfiltent  lives  of  its  profeffbrs  a  ftum- 
bling  block  to  the  world,  194,  215— infpires  believers,  in  the 
loweft  (late,  with  the  only  true  magnanimity,  263— the  charac* 
ter  of  its  author  an  internal  proof  oi  its  divine  original,  266 — as 
sire  the  divine  effeds  it  produces,  270 — its  irrefiftible  progrefa 
4dter  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift,  273.  ii.  42,  65, 157—the  wifdom 
and  power  of  the  Lord,  43— no  other  fyftem  can  infpire  the 
huart  with  the  peace  and  love  of  God,  44^-diilingui(hed,  whei» 
truly  preached,  by  a  certain  energy  and  power,  45— >its  minifters 
called  and  prepared  for  their  office  by  the  Lord,  48— to  receive 
it  wirh  gladnefs there  mnft  be  a  fuitable  difpofition  in  the  hearer, 
52— -its  meffage,  glad  tidings,  53— an  ad  of  grace,  53,  X43— 
none  difappointed  who  make  the  experiment  of  its  efficacy,  51'* 
a  favour  of  death  to  all  to  whom  it  is  not  a  favour  of  life,  60— 
its  fpread,  at  its  firft  publication,  not  necefiary  to  be  inftanta- 
Beousand  univerial,  63— its  rcftraint  to  a  fmall  portion  of  the 
earth,  aa  infcmtable  fubjed  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  64— will 
•ne  day  nniverfally  triumph,  69, 120— breathes  the  fpirit  of  it& 
great  Author,  73— in  what  fenfe  it  may  be  faid  to  enter,  that  fin 
»»7  abound,  82<— an  affcnt  to  its  Uath  poffibk  without  an  ex- 
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pcrien€<  of  iti  power,  85— >iti  dtKlgn  to  free  ChriftV  people  from 
the  yoke  of  men,  109— the  only  etpedienc  to  produce  the  new 
creation.  III— wili  prevail,  not  in  word  only,  but  in  power, 
Kll— nia^  be  (lighted,  but  cannot  be  annulled,  125 —why  its 
peculiar  truths  may  be  flyled  myderious,  170 — what  it  teache« 
m  briugiog  f^Uatiua,  loa— when  rightly  undcrftood,  infpitea  a 
conciliatory  fpirit,  204.  See  Christianity^  Ridgmptiomt  Salttathn, 
&c. 

G^spfi'preaebtrs,     See  Christian  Minitten  and   Preaeb§ru 

Goi^el'tkate^  a  difpenfation  of  light,  u  80 

GH^tUvMrthip,  in  what  it«  glory  conGfts,  i.  35 

€JfotfeiUr$.     See  PuritaHs* 

Cpm*  9/ Christ,  in  riches  nnfearchable,  i.  74, 156.  ii.  35, 127, 154 
•—four  chief  eHcA«  of  its  work  upon  the  heart,  i.  134— the  life 
of,  derived  from  the  folncf*  of  Chrid,  i So— and  truth  came  by 
him,  45,  79— conftittttet  the  difference  between  believers  and 
fioncrf,  l8t-«-catindt  be  too  much  exalted,  yet  ihould  be  eialied 
with  caution,  x86-— irrtfiftiblc,  oecefficy«f,  ii.  41— the- life  of, 
comie^ed  with  a  Hlie  of  glory,  164 

GaxAT-BaiTAiM,  not  infbomeotal  io  propagating  the  gofpel  a* 
moog  the  heathetis  ii.  67— its  prefent  happy  (late  would  hate 
been  deemed  more  improbable,  by  an  inhabitant  of  andeat 
Roioc,  than  the  fotnre  iUte  of  the  gofpel  ai  predided  10  ths 
fcriptures,  zii 

Creei  Churfh.    See  Cbunb. 

Qfftk  hmguage,  the  kuowladge  of,  fpread  by  the  conquers  of  Alex* 
andcr,  i.  21 

Grotius,  his^  dying  coofefljon,  1.169 

Ci/iU,  the  parent  of  atheifm,'  i.  61— in  what  it  conii(ls,  67 

* 

H. 
HaOar.     Sec  S^irab. 
HAGOAr,  his  mifliun  to  the  Jews,  i.  30* 
Ha  man,  his  defigus  providentiaUy  defeated,  ii.  131 
Handel,   reflexions  on  the  commemoration  of,  in  Weftminfter 

Abbey,   i.  2,  14,  17,  »7.  »9.  39,  74,  lOO,  iro,  I2J,  245.  ii.  lOO, 

loj,  115,  157,  271. 
Satb»»g9r»^  anciently  fent  before  eaftern  mooarchs,  i.  17 
Harmony^  none  comparable  to  thitt  which  refults  from  the,  combi« 

nation  of  all  the  divine  attributes  in  the  work  of  redemption,  i. 

3— of  heaven  far  beyond  our'couceptionfl,  izz 
Heart,  preparation  of  the,  wholly  from  the  Lord,  i.  6— by  what 

its  change  is  reprefented,  ii.  28<-Ahe  gofpel  the  only  eipedient 

to  produce  it,  HI.     See  CoHvertton, 
Hiatben  world.  Hate  of,  at  the  advent  of  Mbssxab,  i.  26-»had  pre« 

vious  expectation  of  fome  illuftrious  perfonage,  31 
SeathfitMy  their  need  of  a  deliverer,  i.  32— acknowledged  the  de« 

firabienefs  and  neceflity  of  a  revelation,    83 — their  coovcrfion 

foretold,  ib.-~  their  moraliils  ignorant  of  the  charader  and  per- 

fedions  of  God,  187— thoughts  on  the  polfibility  of  their  falva« 

tlon,  ii.  246 
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JVmwii,  the  belie ver'f  home,  i  37.— the  mnfic  of,  far  beyond  our' 
conceptions'  xxi — con  id  afford  no  happinefs  to  the  fiuner  with«^ 
out  a  previou!-  change  and  difpof'tion  to  relt(h  it,  ii.  30.— >id  what 
it  confifts,  116,  145  —by  what  emblems  it  is  (hadowed  to  u>>,  x6^ 

Jiehre^tf  poetry.     Sec  F^  try 

Jiebr*xo  -wordi^  have  often  niore.than  one  figntfication,  i.  SS 

H&B&XW8,  epiftie  to  the,  a  key  to  explain  many  pafiagea  of  icrip-^ 
turc",  i  247  •" 

i7«/// different  figmficattons  of  that  word,  i.  a68— its  ponifliment 
eternal)  ii.  162,  l86«-in  what  it  confifts  l6«    185,  193 

Heiod,  cotiVTOced  of  ChriftU  innocence,  i*  a59*-hi«  dreadtul  cnJ, 
ii.  87,  463 

JStr^itm,  refmtta,  the  effe^  ohen  of  a  weak  and  little  mind,  i.  197* 

hiiity,  eutesuuHcai^  its  melancholy  detail,  ii.  66 

HotimetM,     Set-  Faith^ 

HOLY  SPIRIT,  his  firft  good  work  on  the  heart  of  fallen  man^ 
i.  7,  ii  38«»hi»  office  and  agency  the  effed  of  Chrift*s  mediation^ 
i.  95.  1 35 -»fin  agaioft  himj  what,  233— his  dcfcent  on  the  day 
of  Pentecoft,  iL  4a-*accom panics  the  word  with  bis  energy,  1J4» 
See  €§mfirt*r, 

Bumamity,  in  fallen  man,  refiediont  on,  i.  %%f 

H^mmn  lijft.     See  L'ft. 

Mmman  naxurty  depraytty.  of,  a  fuj^damental  doAriae,  ii.  X47.  See 
Adam,  FaiUu  maMf  5m,  \!f  pataim, 

Bmman  tciaue.     See  Scietue, 

Mtmam  sytitmi,  attachment  to,  the  chief  caofe  ci  the  perplexities 
and  difputes  among  Chriftians,  i.  183 

Humility,  an  attribute  of  magnanimity,  L  179 

HvsBAi,  his^  advice  to  Abfaiom,  ii.  131 

J' 

Jacob,  his  opulence,  i.  143 

JM  fiepherity  worldly  mioifters  fo  called,  i.  154 

■Id^taUjy  its  effcds  00  the  morals  of  the  heathens,  i.  oo  -  early  an^ 
univerfal  prev^dence  of,  61— >on  what  ibppoiition  warranted  by^ 
the  New  Teftament,  104.  ii.  \7t^%$i 

yehovab  and  Adonai,  diftin<&ion  between,  i.  43 

Jenyns,  Mr,  curadl  fiom  his**  Internal  Evidence  of  the  ChrU^ 
tian  Religion,**  i  a66 

Jbr£BIiah,  his  prophetic  declaration,  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  Chal- 
dean army,  applicable  co  Messiah,  i.  249 

Jerusalem,  an  emblem  of^the  church,  i.  i24--its  deftruSion  by 
the  Romans,  ii.  8f 

JESUS  CHRIST,  no  melody  comf^rable  to  the  voice  of  his  blood 
fpeaking  peace  to  a  guilty  conicience,  i.  3-^  his  blood  had  a  re- 
trofpedlive  efficacy,  8,  95,  333 — the  only  ground  of  confolation 
for  a  convinced  fiuner,  8<— in  whatrefpei^t  be  was  propofed  co  our 
fir  (I  parents,  ib.  (See  Adam)^Tio  confideration  but  his  death 
could  have  exhibited  the  righteoufncfs  of  God,  ib.—in  what 
feofe  the  types  which  revealed}  did  likewife  conceal  him,  ib.— 
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alFurds  a  balm  For  every  wound,  i3«— our  feotimems  af,  wijlde* 
termine  our  eternal  ftate,  37~-<the  fcriptures  unintelligibie  with* 
out .  (he  do^rine  oi  hi6  Deity,  43 .  {St*  Dfiiy  )«-grace  and  trutb 
came  by,  45,  79— his  nuaiau  oiture  indiffolubly  united  to  hi9 
divine,  6l>-&his  crofs  fubdues  cur  eumicy  to  God,  )lo^tnc  richer 
ef  his  grace  uufearctubK,  74,  156  1u  35,  327,  254  ^a  real, 
thoutrh  myftical,  unton  between,  and  his  prople,  i.  81,  %%%  — 
why  hiii  imcnediace  foUowers  were  cbofeotrom  men  in  the  lowcft 
ftations,  92-^ brings  Ufc  and  tnimorcality  to  iighc,  95<-«.lu  a* 
gCJicy  of  the  Huljr  Spirit  the  effeCi  o'  his  med»at&un,  ii>  135^- 
hit  obedirnce  unto  death  a  clear  discovery  uf  reconcilia-  ton  witt> 
God,  95-»>m  ium  erucified  are  all  the  treafure»  of  wifdom,  96— » 
his  humtiiation,  25,  45, 123.  1S9.  ii.  jT-poiTcircd  ot  theiucum* 
niQiiicabic  attributes  e[  Dviy,  ontmicitruce,  aud  onuitprcfeuce^ 
».  l45-~tAe  San  oi  Righteoufueljr,  156.  184  li.  39^  63,  64— 'iii» 
iavitation  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  i.  158— wh^t  it  i*  to 
cooie  to  him.  160 —as  our  great  Teacher,  can  give  u»  the  capa* 
city  t(i  karn.  168 — teachet-ii  the  moil  important  things,  ib— 
enables  hu  diiciples  to  be  holy,  169 — his  meekads,  X71-- not 
only  meek,  but  lowly,  I7a-»fr(>m  his  iuiDel*>  the  hfc  of  grace  it 
derived  dod  maintained,  180, 199.  213  ii  39,  226— his  blood 
furnilhes  the  brlievci  ^  with  an  abuiiug  ao^i  con.tramiQg  •  motive 
to  obe  iience,  i  J  80,  225,  254— his  ag^uies  and  d^ath  aecelTary 
to  d.fpiay  the  evil  and  demeru  of  lin,  183,  2CO^fl:ylr»  hiuiielir 
in  a  peculiar  leufe,  the  Sou  of  Gad,  the  l^efurreciiun  and  the 
Xite,.  190.  11.  II, .13, 14— the  feverity  With  which  be  treated 
the  Phanfees,  1.  I9i.«-a  prevailing  ■  miftake  among  the  Jews^ 
that  he  was  born  lu  Galilee,  ib,— every  thin^  but  Lois  and 
dung  in  conip«rir«)n  of  the  excellency  01  the  knowledge  of, 
196,  208 — the  confummation  c<f  the  believer's happiacf» a  branch 
of  the  juy  that  vf*M  let  before  him,  201 — tne  example  of  his  fuf- 
ferings  recommended  to  tbe  imitatiou  of  belicveiK,  ib.—  hi»  trapf* 
figiirution,  207-»hi>  crou  difplay^  the  divine  perfeiSlions' witJb 
peculiar  glury,  208  — hath  borne  our  griefe,  and  carried  ou|r  for* 
rows,  209— his  luif.rifigK  affurd  believers  a  grouind  to  glory  in 
tribulation  210,  253>^me  luff:  rings  of  his  booy  light  to  the 
agonies  of  hib  foul,  210—- felt,  for  a  feafoo,  a  feparation  from  the 
prefence  and  comforts  ot  ivtid,  ib.— his  agony  in  the  garden  a 
denionlf  ration  that  his  fuifcrings  and  death  were  a  proper  atone^ 
merit  for  fin,  212,  236 — in  what  feofe  the'  challaement  of  our 
peace  was  u^>on  him,  zi2—- fin  charged  upon  him  as  our  furety, 
2l7»the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  220,  223— though  in  the 
form  of  Gfid,  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  223 
— hi»  miracles  perverfcly  afcribed  to  the  agency  of  Beelzebub, 
232 — derived  no  feuiible  comlort  in  his  agony  froai  the  union  of 
his  human  nature  with  the  Godhead,  237 — a  fufpenfion  of  the 
divine  preft nee  the  mod  dreadful  part  of  his  fufiermgs,  244 -^his 
dying  lor  finners  the  highed  wonder  ever  exhibited  to  angels  ajad 
men,  249  ^hi$  atonement,  apprehended  by  faith,  delivers  the. 
believer  from  guilt  and  condcmnatif  o,  253  <-^ his  love  atcachea 

.them 
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ttem  to  him,  Sb.— by  iut  croft  they  are  crnrtfied  to  the  world* 
ft54— the  oDtted  tefitmonks  of  hia  ionocence,  260-^whtit  con* 
llttoted  h»  incQ,txier8  to  expiate  bur  fin*,  a6i-»Author  of  eternal  ^ 
lalvatiou  to  all  belieTerk,  -26s— his  cbaraAer  an  cternjd  proof 
of  the  divine  origtn  of  the  gofpel,  a66^the  only  foonder  of  n 
rcligioh  totally  unconne^ed  with  all  hnraan  polity,  ib.— 'the  olily 
•ne  that  ever  made  hi*  own  fufieriofi:*  and  death  eflential  to  hi* 
iniiSon,  167— his  refnrredion  the  jirrsnd  foundation  on  which 
the  trnth  of  Chriftianity  reft*,  269— ^hia  fuffertisg*  and  obedience 
nnto  death  ttnpnted  to  believer*,  »7i«— hi*  refurre^ion  the  pledge 
«nd  pattern  of  outa,  275 —hi*  ev>n£Bi:ence  with  Nicodemn*,  xi. 
l6-~the  Ood*mao,  the  whole  perlbn  of  Clirift,  came  forth  from 
the  Father,  17— -the  word  l^g§ti<m  appUed  to  hi*  incarnation,  19 
^»and  to  hi*  refnrrcAion,  ib.^how  the  beft  knowledge  of  the 

•  doArtne  of  hi*  perfon  is  to  be  obtained,  ib.'— the  honour  which 
believer*  derive  from  hi*  exaltation,  15,  31,  ft55,«»hi*  conde- 
Icenfion  10  noticing  the  worfliip  of  fiofnl  men,  27-Hrecc-ived  grfU 
to  beftow  opon  thofe  that  were  rebellious,  31— the  true  ark,  $% 
«^hi*  afceofion  a  fore  pledge  that  hb  fervants  fhall  follow  him, 
53— -led  captivity  captive,  34— the  trrefiftible  efficacy  of  hi* 
grace»  35— the  great  final  caufe  ot  his  mediation,  38— a  mntoal 
indwelling  between  him  and  hi*  people,  30— -proof*,  that  dortng 
Ms  mioiftry  he  knew  the  heart  01  man,  40'->exemplified,  in  the 
higheft  perfeSion,  the  precept*  he  enjoined,  71—tn  hi*  perfon 
the  Lord  God  omnipotent  eiercifisth  hi*  dominion,  i04-*great 
and  marvellott*  in  hi*  kingdom  of  tiiiiverfal  providence,  105 '-* 
and  in  hi*  cofltroul  over  the  powers  of  darknels,  106— feign*  op« 
on  a  throne  of  grace,  107 —^the  living  and  Ufe«giving  head  of  the 
myilical  church,  ib.'—his  chief  glory  that  he  reign*  in  the  heart* 
of  hlA  people*  TiO'-^his  human  nature  the  true  temple  in  which 
God  i*  manifefted  upon  a  throne  of  gra^,  X44— »tiis  miracles 
numerous,  notoriono,  and  undeniable,  153 — the  weighty  cQiife« 
^uences  which  depend  upon  his  refiirret^ion,  I55^~the  only  way 
of  accef*  to  the  knowledge  and  favour  of  God,  20I*— forhi*  fake 
iioners  are  pardoned  without  condition  atid  exception,  fl02— his 
prevailing  tnterceifion,  222-— train*  up  his  people,  in  his  king* 
eom  of  grace,  by  various  exercifes,  22 7 —the  Captain  of  our 
falvaiion,  228— -as  the  Lamb  that  was  fliin,  every  kind  of  ex« 
cellence  his  indubitable  right,  252 — Hyies  himfelf  6  nav7oKpa7dp, 
the  Omnipotent,  the  Upholder,  and  PofleiTor  of  all  thingii,  ib. 
•-the  only  wife  God,  and  our  Saviour,  253'-~the  great  Temple, 
in  whom  the  All-fulncff  dwells,  268 — fcripture  precedent*  of 
praying  to  him,  269 — the  woHhip  of,  ultimately  referred  to 
him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  ib.— his  mediatorial  kingdom 
will  have  a  period,  ib.— the  medium  of  communication  of  the 
light  and  love  of  God  to  his  people,  270.    S:e  MESSIAH. 

Jews,  their  low  ftate  in  Xhc  time  oi  ifaiah,  i  4.— >aiid  at  the  sd/eat 

of  Messiah,  19,  26— their  miftaken  ideas  of  Messiah,  26,45 

^     ->  their  difcouragements  in  rebuilding  the  temple,  30-— their  dif* 

periion  a  perpetual  proof  of  the'truth  of  the  fcriptures,  34.  ii.  69 
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«— aAed  towards  Messiah,  as  if  it  had  been  their  defign  to  ae» 
complifli    the  prophecies,    i.  45,  204,  ftii,  234— why  his  ap* 

k  pearaDce,  though  long  foretold,  wa»  iudden-to  them,  ib.— a 
ftriking  inftance  how  fiitally  a  people  may  mifcarry,  though  bleifc 
'With  the  greateft  advantages,  46—  their  guilt  is  rejeSing  Mes« 
'  siAH,  48,  82,  1x4.  ii.  119— eagerly  followed  pretended  Mef- 
iiahs,  i.  189  — their  prejudices  againft  Mcssiab  not  peculiar  to 
them,  ib.— their  perverfe  opposition  co  him,  X91, 33i-«derided 
him  upon  the  crofs,  229 — their  dreadful  imprecations  of  his  blood 
to  what  compared,  233— their  calling  foretold,  ii.  122 

Immanuel,  GpdwUl  M/,  a  title  of  Messiah,  us7 

Imputed  rigbtgwsmetty  dodtrine  of,  i.  271 

Job,  his  recolle&ioo  of  his  former  happy  ftate,  i.  251— his  faitk 
and  expeiStation,  ii.  X36—the  greatnefs  uf  his  trials,  206 

John,  ibt  Bapiifi^  the  harbinger  of  Messiah,  i.  5,  22, 42,  79— > 
refle&ionn  00  his  death,  23 

John,  the  Ap^pU^  his  behaviour  when  difmifled  from  the  JewiOi 
cooncil,  i.  264 

JoNAOAB,  hif  anfwcr  to  Amnon,  how  to  be  impsoved  by  a  preach* 
.er,  L  247 

JosEPB,  refledlions  on  Ms  hiftory,  ii.  31 

JpsirvA,  the  High  Prieft.    See  Z£cuEs.iAic. 

Isaiah,  why  ftyled  a  fifth  evangelift,  i.  9— diftinguiflied  by  mag- 
nificence and  variety  of  imagery,  15 

IsRACL,  religious  and  political  e&abiiihment  of,  by  what  figuredi 

Israelites.    See  Pharaoh. 

Judas  Iscariot,  what  aggravated  his  guilt,  i.  241— hb  tcftimony 

to  our  l^ord*s  innocence,  258 
JkfiifUatipn^  dodtrine  of,  explained,  i.  272—- its  importance,  ii.  2X6 

*^tQO  often  mifuhderAood  and  abufed,  220 

i  * 

Kli^^  a  title  of  Messiah,  i.'x26-*of  glory,  ii.  5—  of  kings  and 

Lord  of  lords,  126 
XtM^i^  etstem,  ufualiy  fent  harbingers  before  them,    u  X7-»their 

ari>ogant  ftyle,  ii.  126 
Xingg  0/  tb*  tartby  all  their  dcfigns  fobfervient  to  the  will  of  God» 
,    i.  21.  ii.  70,  io6,  114,  130  .^ 
Kingdom  of  God*    See  Naimte, , 
■  'I  heavMy  what  it  fignifies,  i.  79 

XMowMgtf  faUely*  fo  called,  what,  i.  138 

t. 

Ziamb  ofGodt  the  g^eat  atonement,  i.  175,  £77 

£ajt  dayt  emphatically  called  the^day  ot  the  liord,  i,  50— refleAioas 

on  the,  ii.  xoo,  167-- how  the  cocfidcration  ot  it  (hould  afie&  ur, 

176 
Latter^  Of  Last  dty^  ill  the  prophetic  Ajle,  what  they  denote,  ii» 

143 
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ittv,  the  ceremonial,  in  what  refped  weak,  i.  6— and  a  yok  od 
burden,  ib.— fuperfeded  by  the  gofpel,  ib. — its  promulgation  at 
meamSioai,  iZ-  its  abrogation,  by  what  typified,  33— for  what 
the  moral  and  ceremonial  law  were  given,  44— what  gave  life 
and  fignificancy  t<i  the  inftitnttoos  of  the  ceremonial,  99^ its 
curfe  include*  every  fpedea  of  mifery,  109— the  inftiturions  of 
the  X«e¥itical.  a  fliadow  of  good  things  to  c.^me,  ii.  i— >io  what 
refpr^  it  gives  efficacy  to  the  fting  of  death,  189.  See  M^faU 
kutituthm. 

Lazarus,  his  rcfurre^lion  an  emblem  of  the  new  birth,  1. 134 

I  .th*  hjfgar,  parable  of,  coniidered,  ii.  164 

tti'urnimg       See  ScitiKt 

Aiir  up>fxa,  meaning  of  that  word,  ii.  23 

JLno  A.  /'c/^,  his  profane  ex preffion,  t   154 

LEVi.yMTi  of  J  in  iK'hatienfe  thry  will  be  purified  by  Messiah,  i,  50 

L  -^vftntu,  fatal  rffedh  of,  ii,  95 

U/e^  bumam^  no  ft.*te  of,  fr«;e  from  anxiety,  djfappointment,  and 

difguft,   t  i3-~-afi'<'>rds  a  ptrpttual  commentary  on    what    the 

frriptures  icach,  170 
Light f  that  word  figuratively  ufcd  in  fcripture,  i.  78 
Lotd.    See  Jebvoab.  _ 

I.0T,  reflcdions  on  hi«  flight  from  Sod' m,  ii.  197 
£c«r,  the  noblcA  frinciplt  of  the  ibuK  ihould  be  fupremely  fixed 

upon  its  proper  obj.d    i.  254 
Lowi  u,    Bifiif^  dcmonftrates  a    peculiar  prq[>erty   in   Hebrew 

poetry,  i.  15 
Lfnaticty  why  worldly  men  refemble  them,  i.  13 
l.u-1  HER,  hit  opmion  ci  the  do^rine  of  juftific^rion,  ii.  ftiy 
JLtoia,  her  cafe,  ii.  2X4 

M, 

Afagnanimity^  frvf,  eflVntlal  and  peculiar  to  the  chara<fter'cf  a  Chrii^ 
tian,  i.  198—- and  fuperior  to  what  philofophy  can  teach,  263 

Maboiiet,  blen»ied  his  religious  int^itutious  with  hu  civil  i.  267 
■—the  pr/:vaknce  of  his  religion  where  the  gofpel  once  fiourilbed« 
ii.  121 

Malacui,  confirms  and  unites  the  prophecies  of  Ifaiah  and  Hag* 
gai  concerning  Messiah,  i.  42 

Many  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made,  ii.  98 — in  what  fcnfe  he 
may  be  confidered  bs  a  folecifm  in  the  creation,  161 — majef^ic 
though  in  ruin  ,  ib.—much  of  his  natural  difptifiticn  obfervable 
in  hh  views  of  the  divine  perfcdions  and  condud,  240<— oxi^i- 
naily  immortal.  33.     See  Men. 

Mark  Antunt.     See  Casar.  ' 

Melody.     See  harmnny. 

Au^tty  are  but  children  of  a  Urger  gronth,  1^29,  i22^~however 
virtuous,  lie  culpable  in  rejedmg  iht  gofpel,  37— their  contfmpt 
of  the  golpcl,  to  what  .con'p«Teu,  39— their  relation  to  Cod,  67 
—their  control  died  views  in  their  lailep  Oare,  i2f— the  original 
fource  of  their  apoftafy,  I29^the  luoiffercnce  with  which  they 

behold 
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1)eKold  the  works  of  creation,    176— >thetr  natural  inability  •• 
argument  agaioft  uiing  the  meauB  prefcrtbed  by  the  goTpel,  185 
—  the  prejudices  which  operated  againft  McsiiAu  deeply  rooted 
in  their  nature,  189-- what  they  repute  heroifm,  the  cSt6t  often 
of  a  weak  and  little  mind,  197— all  their  defigns  over-ruled  by 
God,  211.     (See  Kitigt  of  tb«  Mr/6)— their  arrogant  alTumtnt;  of 
titles  chat   intrench  upon  the  divine  prerogative,    ii.  ia6 — the 
vanity  of  what  they  call  wifdom,  259.    See  Man,  BalUn  man^ 
Sinitsrtf   IVorid, 
Mesunger  of  the  Coveuanty  a  title  of  MESSIAH,  i.  44. 
M£SSIAH,  prefigured  by  the  facrificeii  of  the  law,  i.  6~a  com* 
plete  atonement  tor  fin,  ib   10    224-*defe&ive  idea  entertained 
of  by  the  church  under  the  Old  left^ment,  9— the neceilary  and 
all  fufficient  fource  of  confr)lation>  13,  I56<^ftate  of  the  world 
at  his.  advent,  l8-*all  political  events  fubfervient  to  the  trfta* 
biiihnient  of  hi-  kingdom,  ao    il  70,  J06,  II4,  !30->his  firft 
appearance  on  «arth,  i.  23 — the  great  objc^    of  hi»  miffir'n,  ib. 
ii.  6-— effedls of  his  humiliation,  i   25,  45, 189 — the  miUaken  no* 
tions  which  the  Jews  had  formed  ot  him,  26 — why  ftylcd  **  the 
defire  of  all  nations,"  31.  45— the  light  of  the  Gentile  ,  32— -in 
what  feiife  he  (h*ke8  4be  heavens  and  the  earth,  ib    36-^ fulfilled 
and  abrogated  the  law,  33— -rhe  title  of  Son  of  D  ivid  appropri- 
ate to,  34 — in  what  fcnlt  he  filled  the  temple  with  glory,  ib  — 
fiillprefent  in  his  church,  35.  i;   39.-^  God  mauiteft  in  the  fl^^(h9 
>•  43il23,  257-*the  MclTrngrr  of  the  Covenant,  44—why  his 
appearance,  though  long  fcrctold,  was  fudden  to  the  Jews,  46— > 
in  what  fenfe  his  coming  is  not  retrained  to  a  particular  time, 
4>*^why  it  was  necifl'ary  that  he  ihould  appear  in  our  nature, 
5:— >and  be  born  of  a  virgin,  56^Inimanuel,  God  with  us,  57*— 
I1.9  exaltation,  62 »  9^.  ii  8    25,  84-»eilablilhe8  a  nevv  and  ipiri- 
.   lual  kingdom,  i.  73— 'the  cfftcth  of  his  appearance,  77, 132,  176 
—the  fource  of  light  to  the  moral  and  fpiritual  worhi,  78,  &r, 
184— a  light  to  the  apofttes,   92'-hin  incarnation,  loi.  iu  19. 
»-(lyled  Wcndertul,  i.  i02^Cou(.fellur,  103 — the  Mighty  Gud. 
ib. — the  Everlafting  Father,  l04--tt!e  Prince  of  Peace,  IJ5  -a 
Saviour,  115,  127 — Chrift,  ot  the  Anointed,    115— the  J.ord, 
lb.— »why  he  appeared  in  a  (late  of  hunaliation  and  poverty,  115, 
X73t  194— 'his  entrance  into  Jerufalcm,  122 — a  King,  126- nis 
kingdom  not  of  this  world,  ib.  iu  78 — the  diQindiou  betweea 
Jew  and  Gentile  aboliihed  in  him,  i.  l28~compared  to  a  (hep- 
herd,  144,  218,  222.   ii.  8-~in  what  feufe  he  feeds  his  flock,  i. 
I47— guides,  guards,    hrals,  and  reftores  them,.  1 48,  149 — hit 
eafy  yoke,  165,  173— -the  leai  and  proper  atonement  could  he> 
made  only  by  hiro>  X77«<*the  Lamb  ot  God,  ib  — dcfpifed  and 
reic^ed  of  men,  187 — took  not  upon  him  the  nature  of  angels, 
I09-— the  pitjudiccs  againft  him  not  peculiar  to  the  Jewi,  ib.^— 
a  Man  of  forroMrs,  and  acquainted  with  grief,  194 — predtiitcd 
his  own  ru0ering«,    195,  199-— the  wickednefs  and  inlenfibiiity 
of  finnert  waft  ao  incefiant  fource  of  iufftrings  and  forrow  to  him, 
196—his  fufferings  yoluntary,  199,  207,  221 — and  eficntial  to 

the 
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t\\t  accoimpliflitneot  of  his  great  defigci,  199— which  were  the 
glory  of  6<^  and  the  falvatioa  of  iinncrt,  aco^in  hia  ftifieringa 
■od  forgivtoeft  of  hi*  enemies,  an  eiamplc  of  perfeift  tiiagnani- 
ifucy,  005— the  bemfifs  of  his  death  ever  prefent  to  the  eye  of 
faith,  ai3— coiiverfed  with  the  Patriarchft  of  oU,  afta— the  Holy 
One  of  {Ifrael,  ib— the  chan<9er«  of  bridegroom  and  hulband 
appropriate  to  him,  ib.  if.  3^-as  the  fobftitote  for  finoers  teachea 
Qt  to  cftimare  the  evil  of  fin,  i.  214— -derided  upon  the  crofs, 
S17— onpitted,  and  without  comforter,  23 7*^ no  forrow  Kke  unto 
hiSt  146— hi»  innocence  vindicated*  l^d^-his  alcenfioo,  ii.  I,  %%, 
3a— the  Lord  of  HoAa,  3— ftrong  and  mighty  in  battle,  4— >tlie 
title  of  King  of  Glory  peoitiarly  applicable  to  him  in  the  cha« 
raAer  of  Mediator,  5-»the  brightncfs  of  his  Father's  glory,  6^— 
the  reprefenutive  of  his  people,  7— their  forcronncr,  ib.— their 
High  Prieft  and  interce0br,  8-»retains  bis  hon^an  nature  till  the 
reliitucion  of  all  things,  ib.— dwelleth  in  the  humble  fpirit,  ib.<— 
the  dodlriiie  concerning  his  perfon,    fundamental,   I  a.     (See 
/>«rfy)— his  human  nature  the  medium  of  his  ads  and  fufferings, 
17— worfhtpped  by  ange.'s,  ax— -the  proper  honrage  of  the  moft 
folemn  adoration  which  creatures  can  ofiftr  to  the  Moft  High^  a3» 
357*— the  fulfilment  of  the  promifesrefpeSing  his  kingdom,  pro- 
grefiive,  63— > will  rule  in  the  midft  o^  hiatoemies  till  they  are 
all  fubdoed  under  his  feet,    ibi— oppofition  to  him  ^roundleia 
and  unreafoneble,  78— vain,    ioeffe^ual,   80,  83— and  ruinous, 
80— how  he  rules  his  enemies  with  a  rod  of  iron,  94— > and  daihea 
them  to  pieces  like  a  potter's   vcffel,  98«— the  extent  of  his  fpi* 
ritual  kingdom,  xx3«-'ftyted  King  of  kipgsand   Lord  of  lords, 
Za6— has  a  name  which^  no  one  luiows  but  hiii.felf,  127— ftyled 
the  Word  of  God,  ib.— hss  received  a  name  which  is  above  evary 
came,   ib— why  written  upon    his  veflikre,  ib«— and  upon  hia 
thigh,  xa8-^wby  he  permits  the  princes  of  the  earth  to  refifk 
him,  ib.— the  confideracion  of  hii^  over-ruling  power  fiiouldin* 
fpire  UA  with  confidence,  T3a — why  his  title  of  Redeemer  more 
endearing  than  'that  of  Saviour,  137— the  coofolatton  of  his 
people  of  old,   143— the  refurredion  of  the  dead,  and  the  life  of 
the  hvirg,  162— «tic  ground  of  the  agreeo*.ent  between  Cod  and 
man.  201— -his  blood  a  propitiation  of  perpetual  efficacy,  338. 
See  y^iin,  Christ, 
Mutiabf  at)  Oratorio,  account  of,  i.  3.— reflexions  on  the  perform* 

ance  of  it  in  WeftminOer  Abbey.     See  HandtL 
Mtgbty  Ged,  a  name  of  Messiah,  i.  103. 
J^idftinititHi  opinions  concerning  the,  ii.  116 
Mhtifiert^  %cffel^  called  and  prepated  for  their  office  by  the  Lord,  ii. 
47— who  alone  can  blcf^  rheir  endeavours,  50— find  an  abyndaot 
reward  in  the  faluiary  effi-^s  of  their  mioifiry,  36.    See  Chvf' 
tian  mimifert   and  Preacher t, 
Mi»ifiertf  ivrldly^  the  inefficacy  of  their  preaching,  i.  154.  ii.  46* 

See  IMJte^b^rds, 
Affi^r^t  a  confcqiicnce  of  the  fall,   i«  7a— iofeparable  conncdioQ- 
between  fin  anid,  ii.  94. 

S  Mi-deratien^ 
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Medkrathn^  teligtotfs,  left  owing  to  a  fenie  of  <he  right  of  prirate 
judgment,  thao  to  the  prevalence  of  fcepticiim  and  infidelity,  ii. 

^®  .    ,      < 

Morai  tvideneet  in  fome  cafes  equally  conclufive  with  mathematical 

demooAratioo,  ii  150 
Morality t  without  the  gofpel,  its  inefficacy  to  infpire  the  heart  with 

the  love  and  peace  of  God,  ii.  44 
Moravians,  their  eitcnfiveand  efficacious  gofpel-labours  conr. 

mended,  ii.  67  . 

Moses,  highly  favoured    hy  God,  i.  79— though    me^k    almoft 

wearied  at  times  by  the   Ifraelices,  I7i^biended  his  religious 

with  his  civil  inftitutinos,  ^67 
Ms/aie  h^tHutiat,  fpirit  of  the,  comparatively  a  fpirit  of  bondage, 

diftance,  and  fear,  {..5.    See  Law. 
^ujit  ofbiavan.     See  Harmony* 

MyJUry^  explanation  of  that  word^  ii.  t^^  .     ^ 

■-.  cf  Godlinefi^  St  PauFs  account  of,  i.  i. 

Nations^  by  what  figured,  i,  33 

K/iTUAN  AEL,  his  pretudicc  accounted  for,  u  90 

Naturt,  outward  vifible  world  of,  analogy  between  the  kingdom  of 

God  and,  i.  170 
Neiocmaunkzzar  an  inftrument  in  the  band  of -God,  ii.  130 
Nero,  his  deceftable  chara(5ter,  ii.  80, 
New  Birtbf  or  New  ereatltm.     See  Heart. 

New  yeru/alem,  dcfcription  of,  not  to  be  uoderftood  literally,  ii.  n4 
Kicoo£Mys,  Chrili'i  conference  with>  ii.  x6 
Nhma,  blended  his  religious  inttitutions  with  his  civil,  i.  a67 

^• 

OJeiteest  comparative  eftioiation  of,  among  men,  i.  20» 

^id  !r^a«e«/,  poetical  books  of,  in  what  rcfpcA  diftinguiflied  froiw 

the  hiftorica),  i.  15.     See  BihU  and  S^ipturee* 
Omai,  reflections  on  his  vifit  to  this  ifiand,  ii.  121 
One  hundred  and/artyfiur  ihoufand^  a  definite,  for  an  indefinite  nuni- 

ber,  ii.  24), 
O  a  p  B  E  u  8 ,  reflctStions  on  the  ftory  of,  i.  29, 
9vSttSf  %nification  of  that  word,  ii,  1^7 
OwRN,  Df,    his  opinion,  of  elpecial  feafons  when  it  becomes  the: 

believer  to  make  a  dirca- application.  10  Chrift,  ii..a68 

P; 

HANTOKPATOP,  5,  the  Omnipotent,  the  Upl^oldcr  and  Pofleffor  oB 
all  things,  a  title  of  Chrift,  ii.  25a 

J^araliel  etepreJiMs^  moft  prevalent  in  the  pbetical  books  of  the  Oldi 

Tcftamsnt,  i.  15 
Paralytic  man,  Chrift%  behaviour  to,  i.  iJCi- 
^ar^oit,  impliesguilt,  i*  14.  V         .  , 
J*arefitSf  their  anxiety  as  fuch,  i,  isr 
Martlet  and  names ^  bad  ciSci^s  of  an  attachment  to,  i.  183 

^a^-:"!  N..  ra/4ifltlt^ 
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PmihUm  voaU\  between  Jew  and  Oendle,  ulien  away,  j.  79,  z)b8 
Fafioral  lifij  aucient  fimpHcityof,  in  eaftern  countries,  i,  14,  36 
FMiriarthty  in  what  fenfe  they  died  in  faith,  ii.  x  ;6 
Paul,  hit  account  of  the  %Ttix  rnvftcry  of  gudlineft,  i.  z^hif  cod- 
Tcrfion,  70, 141,  234/ ii.  87,  104,  214— >hit  fuecefs  in  preaching- 
4he  gofpel,  i.  83— ^wonld  glory  in  nothing  but  Chi:ift  crucified,  i. 
flo8    ii'  45— when  forfaken  by  his  followers,  i.  342— ftoned  at 
Lyftra,  a6o— his  reception  among  the   Galatiaos,  ii.'  51— why 
•ppofed  by  Demetrius  75— ^his  eftape  from  the  malice  of  the 
Jewiih  coQodl,  131 — his  teftioiony  to  the  refurre^ion  of  Cfarift, 
J50— often   at  a  lofs  for  utterance  when   contempUting  the 
glories  of  the  gofpel,  198— remarks  on  his  manner  of  writing, 
Ib.-^denouoced  Anathema  Maranatha  againft  thofe  who  loTe 
not  Cbrifi,  238 
Jfiacti  the  great  deiign  and  tStA  of  Mcssiah's  appearance,  i.  if  8 
—  al!  good  things  comprifed   in.    that  term,  ii.  54 — the  fruit 
of  rigbteoufnefs,  94— too  dearly  purchafed,  if  at  the  expence  o| 
truth,  211 
Ftniient  tb'iefy  his  cafe,   1*  24,  232,  ^52—  a  witncCi  of  MeSSIAB^S 

inoocence,  259  , 

Pbntbcoit,  vifible  kingdom  of  Chrift,  dated  from  the  day  of,   i. 

79.  ii.  42 
TltpiXwrof,  fignilkation  of  that  word,  i.  239. 

PsTEa,  his^denial  of  Chrift,  i.  243i~>hit  behaVioiir  when  difmi&d 
froni  the  Jewifli   ccuncil,  264— why  Chrift  pronounced    him 
bleifedj  ii.  II-— >and  prayed  for  his  fafe^y,  before  he  himftlf  waa 
fenfihle  of  his  dapger,  226— rafh  and  unfcripcural  inferences  from 
bis  declaration  that  Ood  is  no  refjped^er  of  perfoos,  246 
^HARi^n,  his  treatment    of   the  Ifraelites  inftrum^ai  to  the  de- 
figns  of  Ood,  ii.  86— hi&  obdoraey  ended  in  his  own  deftrudioo» 
^f, — in  what  fenfe  God  hardened  his  heart,  12 8 
Tbarifeesj  their  hypocrify,  i.  19,  25,  48,  91,  191 
J^bihfopbtrs^  ffeatBeitj  whence  they  obtained  what  worthy  fenti- 

ments  they  had  of  God,  i.  76 
PhUq/hf>hertt  mirety  morale  rcfledions  on,  i.  1 69 
^  ftieni0e,  few  led  to  reverential  thoughts  of  God  by  their 

knowledge  of  his  creatures,  i.  176 
PiLAtE,  his  declaration  of  Messiah's  innocence,  1.259 
JFortiy  whence  they  derived  their  idea  of  a  golden  age,  i.  143 
J^firyy  its  flyle  in  all  languages  remote  from  the  common  foriAs- 

of  fpeech,  i.  257 
FMiry;  Hetrew,  its  rules  and  properties  not  certainly  known,  i.  TS 
—one  peculiar  property  of,  ib.^nfe  refuiting  from  the  knowledge 
of  this  peculiarity,  16 
Ttoktltvutt,   meaning:  of  that  word,  i., 1*6  „ 

Pope,  Mr,  hi^  Me^iah,  an  imitation  of  VirgilV  PolUo,  i.  31 
JPopery^  perfecutions  of,  exceeded  thofe  of  paganifm,  ii.  S7»    See 

Chureb  of  Rjme» 
Fraytr^  prefcribed  fer  our  growth  in  grace,  lib  r9  .    . 
Tnacbtr^  in  the  i^ebrew,  a  femi»tiie  t«rmiiwtfoa  to  that  word, 
with  a  maft^Hne  fenfa^  ii.  4^ 

Frta^n-9^ 


I    H    D    £    X. 

J^reaeberst  their  inftrum^ntaUcy  ia    faviof  fot^^  00  abfolute  prMiC 

•f  being  thefnfel«e«  in  a  ft^tc  of  falTatiofi,  ii.  50 
freaebing^  a  vfeM  w»y  of,  by  accomniodatioD,  i.  247 
PfediitituthH^  ilo&xnxti  of,  i,  l8x.     See  Eleaion. 
Pridgfthe  foundation  of  wbatthe  Heathen  moralifts called  Tiftue,  i.zS; 
Prince  cf  Pcatty  a  name  o(  Mbssuh,  l  105 
Pracfofliimthn,  diwgcrooj,  i.  108 
Propbets,  defcribe  future  things  as  prefeot,  i.  5—- their  inimitable 

fublimity.  77 

Pr9fbeeies,  general  ftyle  of,  poetical,  i.  15,  aj 7— highly  figurative, 

33.   ii.   1x6— the    plain   Chriflian    ihould   not  be  ftambled  by 

-difficulties  that  occur  in  thena,  i.  &56— not  yec  fulfilled,  necef* 

farily  obfcure,  it.  115— many,  ha.ve  a  gradual accodi^pMihment,  179 

Psalms, ^  the  book  of  dtftinguiiked  by  magnificence   and  variety  of 

imagery,  i.  15 
PuitBuatiim,  in  the  fcriptures,  may  admit  of  amendment,  ii.  aop 
Pttnisbmenhs,  for  what  end  infiti&ed,  i.  213 

Paritam^  the  fervsints  of  Gpd,  under  that  nam«,  once  treated  as 
the  worft  of  heretics,  ii.  75 

R. 
REDEEMER,  a  more  endearing  title  than  that  of  Saviour,  ii.  137 
•—unavailing  to  the  believer  uolef^  he  can  ufe  it  in  the  language  ' 
of  appropriation,  139— what  is  meant  by  his  (landing  on  the 
oarth  at  the  latter  day,  143 
JtgdeewHtl^  foQg  of  the,  ii.  232  -^-this  life  the  time  of  its  rehearfal, 

*34.     Stt^  Aog£ls,  ^ 

Redemption,  combination  pf  all  the  divine  peiic&ioos  in  die  work 
of,  i.  3— the  grcateft  of  all  God**  works,  54 — the  excellency  of 
the  divine  plan  of,  1 19,  2ZU  ii,  iia,  2*5— ithe  nature  oi,  illu- 
'  ftr^ted,  235-<-not  merely  an  a^  of  power,  but  of  unexampled 
and  expenfive  love,  237— the  extent  of  its  efficacy,  i.  180.  ii. 
239.      See  Atonemmt^   Gotpel,  Salvatiim. 
JUfinerU  fre,  of  what  illuftrativ«,.  i.  47 
RenoyoAM,  his  hiftory  confidered,  ii.  X32 
Repentance  unf  L'fe,  the  gift  ol  God,  ii.  202 
Pest,  what  it  fignifies  in  icripture,  i«  160, 173 
PesurreHioH  of  Cbrht,  the  grand  fadfc  on  which  the  truth  of  Chrifl^a* 
snity  refts,  i,  269,  ii,  <48— i>eirential  to  our  hope  and  comfort,  ib* 

— its  e^vide&ceS'lUted,  149. 

Pesurredion  unto  life,  doarine  of,  included  ia  the  Old  Teftameot  re- 
velation, ii.  145— no  intimation  of  it  ctfuld  have  been  received 
from  thi  light  of  nature,  1 70 

Mevelation,  chara^eriftic  Ijjwplicitv  of,  1.  XJ— its  truths  no(  all  of 
equal  importance,  ii.  il— God^  gracious  defign  in  giving  it,  14 
—its  truths  fiiil  unintelligible,  unlefs  their  true  fenlc  be  uugl^c 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  17X 

PevelatioH,  boob  of,  rtfleaions  on,  ii.  102,  X 15, 235 

P'cb  and  great,  why  they  receive  not  the  gofpel,  i.  93  , 

Picb  man,  parahk  of*  considered,  a.  X74 

Pigbtemuneee,  the  frait  of,  ii.  94 

i  I         »     ■  I    imfiuUi,    S%c  JmpmUd  and  Jwiijk^ip^^ 
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Km^K,  Chncl  9f»    See  ChmrA  vdA  P^rry* 

HoiiANS,  why  they  fiyled  Chiift  «•  King  of  the  Jews,''  i*  ^lif-^ 

the  inftnimeots  of  God  to  pontfli  the  Jewt,  ii.  09. 
M§man  Bmpenr^  an  orator**  coraplineat  to  •^^iw,  and  beMtifbl  if 

applied  to  Chrift,  uiy^ 
Roman  Em^ort^  fuhmiffion  of  the  primitireChriftiaBa  to  the,  ii.  tm* 
Atmaii  £&^ref  foToorable  to  the  promvIgatioB  of  the  9ofpel»  i«  a3^ 

S3.  ii..iZ4^ 
JUUtr  ftory  of  the  yooog,  cocfidered,  a.  185 

8, 

SMrjfitef,  Me  tar  AH  prefigured  hy,  i  6«-*wheii  their' legal  figura* 
tive  cooftitttttofi  was  to  ceafe,   ihi— conid  not  of  thcmfelvet- 
doanfe  the  coufcicnce,   ih.  177— the  early  infiitadoo  of»,  bad-- . 
long  indicated  the  neccifity  of  an  atonement^  ib. 

SahatioK^  wholly  o£ gsace»  i  Z4,  i86..  iKaoj— >it»end and  meaaty 
i.  ifl<^free  and  full,  ib.i— faoAification  an  cflenttal  part  of,  59—^ 
the  glory  of  the  divine  goodnef*,  wifdom,  and  power,  maaifeft- 
ed  in,  1I7, 179.    See  Faith^  Rtdgmpthn^  Bic^ 

SamSifemthn^  though  not  the  ground,  the  certain  concopdtasti  of  a 
good  hope,  ii.  141.     See  Sul^»tdkm». 

Sa»ab<  oud  HAOAa,  biftary  of,  ao  allegory  referring  to  the  two- 
covenants,  i.  247 

Satan,  defpoiled  of  his  dominion,   \u  4,  9,  i8ft— works  power* 
-  fully  upon  our  unbelief,   Z48 — bis  iuceflant  perfiedution  of  be*  '. 
lievers,  205— ftyled  '*  the  god  of  this  world,**  ib^-— his  tyranny 
over  the  children  of  difobedience,  935 

Sad  a  ^Tarsus.    See  Pauu 

S€eptict^  their  credulity,  i.  16a-    See  Frtetbiiiiers* 

Stittite,  bvmaat  infignificant  compared  to  fpiritttal  knowledge,  2.. 
t68,  an 

Strihipt    See  Piarheu, 

Sfri/HuriSf  what  ought  to  be  our  coado&  if  we  believe  them  to  be* 
true,  i«  aS— >the  Jews  a  perpetual-.teftimony  of  their  truth,  34— 
the*  grand  experimental  evidence  of  their  authenticity,  957—- > 
their  own  heft  interpreters,  a6a— teftify  of  Chrift,  ii..2, 13— the^^ 
readiog  of,  prefcribed  by  our  great  Teacher,  19— a  fpecies  of  the 
fbblime  peculiar  to  them,  90;— given  by^he  iofpirationof  God». 
ao9-»corre6kions  in  the  text  to  be  admitted  with- caution,  ib,. 

Silf-voiUf  of  what  a  chief  fource^  i.  183 

Sa^XfAOHxaiB,  aninftroment  in  the  hand  of  God,  i.  ai.  ii.  130 

SnueSf  the  human,  not  always  criteria,  of  the  exigence  of  tlilog^. 
i.  ix%  , 

SBAoaACB,  MeshacO)  ah/Abbdjugo,  ioftances  of  the  Bivine-- 
prote<%ion,  ii.  307 

Sh£BAi  queen  of,  her  vifit  to  Solomon,  ii.  248 

Sbtep^  that  animal  defcriptive  of  a  believer^  i.  145— (inners  coma- 
pared  to  wandering,  217 

Shtpbtrdf  a  charaAer  of  Mb^siab,  i.  144, 146,  ai8,  %%%i  ii.  8' 

ilia,  juft  deiiert  of,  cannot  be  received  in  this  life,  i«  10— where  it*. 
W  abounded,,  grace  has  much  mort  abonndedi  xb  tai.  xL  t78i> 
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-*'its  infatuatin":  effeifts,  i.  46, 165.  ii.  95— has  filled  the  world 
with  w/)e,  i,  71,  224.^  ii»  94— forgivcnelis  of,  in  what  refpeA  in- 
compatible with  the  jnfticc  of  God,  i,  1 78— fuhducd  by  grace.  1 80 
charged  upon  Chritt  as  our  furety,  417 — all  mankind  un.ter  its 
power,  a  1 8"— what  evinces  its  exceeding  finfulnef,  a  Z4-^itR  ex« 
treme  malignicy,   but  little  known  to  mankind,  139—- its  cflft<5k 
and  wages,  death^  ii,  159 
,    Siiuter^  hia  new  and  painful  apprehenHons  when  convinced  of  guilt, 
-ij  7,  t8,  160,  1 66-««- the  degree  and  duration  of  his  diftrefs  not  to 
be  afcertained,  7 — which  may  be  different  ia  fome  perfons  from 
conftitutional  caufes,  ib.-»its  time,  however,  limited  by  the  wif.' 
.dom  of  God,  ib. — the' blood  of  Chrift  his  only  ground  of  confo- 
latiofl)  "8 — to  what  compared,  if  no  gofpel  to  have  recourfe  to, 
94*— the  infenfibility  of  (Inners  a  fource  of  fu£fering  to  Messias 
while  on  earth,  196— under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  409— -conver- 
iion  of  one,  of  greater  irAportance  than  the  temporal  deliverance 
of  ^  whole  kingdom,  ar5-^fioner8compared"to  wandering  (hccp, 
ai7--cruclfy  Chrift  afreih,  234— his  alienation  from  Chrift  till 
made  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power,  it^  35^how  defcribed  in 
fcripturcj  37-"the  deplorable  ftate  of  thofc  that  die  in  their  fins. 
185—- their  dangerous  cafe  who  take  encouragemeat  from  the 
gofpel  to  go  00  in  fin,  flo8 

Socrates,  felt  the  necelfity  of  a  Divine  Teacher,  i,  31— his  pre- 
di^ion  concerning  the  reception  of  a  truly  perfed  charafter,  187 

Solomon,  in  what  his  glory  coniifted,  ii,  $*    ^^e  Sbeba* 

Son  9f  David^  a  title  o£  Messiah,  i,  34 

SoM  of  Gbdf  Chrift  fo  ftjled,  i,  190,  ii,  II,  ij^-fcripture  ienfe  of 
that  title,  I4>I7. 

5«»l,  various  fignifications  of  that  word,  i,  267 
^TBFBEK,  his  bappinefs  in  martyrdom,  ii,  %oj 

S*tffirimgt^  the  greatnels  of,  how  to  be  eftimated,  i,  236 

Teacben^  hyxmva^  their  defers,  i,  171 

^empU^  the  fuperior  glory  of  the  fecond,  prophefied,  i,  30-«its 

deftru^ion  predi^ed,  34 
I  -» ,  mystical,  what,  i,  35 

iThigB,  the  human,  an  emblem  of  power,  ii,  1)8 
Thine  ffofy  One,  that  expreffion  explained,  i,  468 
Tbomas,  his  incredulity,  ii,  150 
TjBEEius,  his  deteftable  charadler,  ii,  80 
'franspguraHon,  reflexions  on  the,  i,  207 
Trinity  in  Unify^  the  dodrine  of,  incomprehenfible,  ii,  xj-^yct 

unquefttonably  taught  in  fcripture,  a66.    See  Deity, 
Trumpet^  at  the  laft  day,  by  what  illuftrated,  ii,  1 74 
Truths,  fome  fundamental,  ii,  11, 147 —others  fecondary,  II 
Typi'i  in  what  fenfe  they  concealed,  as  well  as  revealed,  Messiab 

i,  9  *>  of  hb  crucifixion,  what,  an.    See  Athgorical  interfreuaiimt 

U. 
tfnhdief,  fatal  eSTeds  bf,  td  be  comraireratedi  i,  a6»        ,     . 
C7ivi«/<rv<r/,  their  deplorable  ft  ate,  i,  97 
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tTviTAS  FfiAT«0Bf.     Sec  Mi/ra^amt,  •  * 

Vniverfal  Cborut^  ii.  a6o 

U'a^afjlt^ituiUi^  do^rine  of,  faUb  and  peniiclou«|  ii.  };jt 

Y. 
VaU  tftbf  Um^U  rettt^  whal  it  flgni&es,  i.  33 
ValUy^  an  emblem  of  a  low  condition,  i.  a? 
Virgil,  reflexions  on  his  Pollio,  u  31— >^uotcd,  14^, 
yirtnty  Sec  Bau  T  u  8. 

W.    ,         , 

War^  cultivated  as  a  science,  11.  X24 

/rar/Iirr,  fcripture  fen fc  of  that  word,  1.5.  ^irlSl,  187,  %%% 

Wilietmtft^  t.xig\zmu9ii  of  the  word,  i..ft8—- when  emblematic  oS 
the  ftace  of  the  world,  ib.  13,3  , 

Wat,  the  want  of,  a  want  of  power,  i.  iSj; 

WcLra,  Gem/ai^.  his  death,  it.  196,  ^51 

tVomany  that  anointed  Chrift's  feet,  her  cafe,  i.  93 

Wometroflfrattf  how  they  celebrated  good  news,  i.  65. 

fVemUr/ut^  %  mmt  of  Messiah,  i.  iO% 

H^ord  fif  Gody  lis  irr<;fiiliUe  power,  i.  25-— in  what  rcfpeds  it* 
.  beauties  may  be  compaicd  to  thofe  of  the  creation,  ii.  ft3a*  See 
BihU^  Revelaium^  Seriptutt.  .   *  ^ 

WorUf  an  invifible  one,  full  of  great  realities,  though  imperccp* 
tibic  by  onr  bodily  fenfee,  i.  iii 

Worlds  its  vofaries,  objeSs  of  eompaffiop,  i.  13-- and  compared  to 
iudatics,  ib.-— ftate  of,  at  the  adTCQt  of  Messiah,  18— a  wil- 
dernefs  in  the  awakened  finner*s  cftitnation,  ib.«»all  it»  revolu- 
tiooa  fubfervicnt  to  the  DiWoe  will,  4p.  (See  Kinptftht  eai4b^y 
-»its  deplorable  ftate  in  coofequence  of  the  tall,  7  ft.  (See 
jidam^  Sailen  mam,  a/td  i9/f»)— a.  great  fchool  to  the  difciplet  06 
ChriCl,  1 70^ the  infufficiency  ol  any  happincfs  it  can  afford,  ii.  5^ 

IVorUty  mtm^  addrefs  to,  i.  15ft — their  wretched  Aate,  161. 

Worjhip^  fpintttal,  true  nature  of,  ii.  964 

T. 

X<sung  iotivcrts^   thtir  difcooragennents,   i,  150^— their  ihjudiciousr 
zeal,  ii.  004— their  weaknefs  not  fufficiehtly  attended  to  by  ba- 
nian teacherft,  aii-^their  comfortable  percc^'tions  of  jqftificatioa 
vfually  weak,  219 

T^uitg  fta/)U,  compared  to  laxnbs,  i,  149.    See  dUdnm, 

Ti. 

ZscBARfAH,  hii"  miOion  to  the  Jevra,  i  30 —  his.viCon  of  Jofliua^ 

the  Hit;h  Frieil,  u.2a8 
ZiON«  aa  emblem  of  the  Church  of  God,  i.  \X^ 

I 
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